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2  The  Theory  of  Homoeopathy. 

rational  being  believe  that  any  evil,  whether  moral  or  physical, 
can  be  cured  except  by  its  antidote. 

The  assertion  of  so  unintelligible  a  principle,  together  with 
the  infinitesimally  diluted  medicines,  of  which  a  healthy  man 
may  eat  and  drink  his  fill,  dispatch  a  whole  chest  at  breakfast, 
without  any  sensible  effects,  seems,  indeed,  to  court  for  homoeo- 
pathy the  epithets  of  humbug  and  hocus-pocus  so  unsparingly 
bestowed  upon  it  by  its  adversaries ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
its  practical  success  restrains  the  sneer  and  commands  respect. 

Surely,  said  I  to  myself,  there  must  be  some  way  of  recon- 
ciling these  opposites.  A  system  so  true  in  practice  must  be  true 
in  theory  also,  and  be  susceptible  of  some  rational  definition. 

Any  medicine,  I  considered,  will  produce  the  effects  proper  to 
it,  if  not  hindered.  Medicine  does  not  produce  its  proper  effect 
in  the  homoeopathic  treatment.  What  hinders  it?  If  it  do 
not  act  by  its  own  recognized  specific  virtue,  it  must  act  by 
some  other  virtue.  What  is  it?  The  answer  to  these  two  ques- 
tions, as  it  seemed  to  me,  must  involve  the  secret  of  homoeo- 
pathy. The  answer  I  propose  is  contained  in  one  word, — 
magnetism ;  and  my  assertion  is  that — 

Homoeopathy  does,  in  fact,  cure  on  the  universally  received 
and  rational  principle  of  opposition,  or  "contraria  contrariis;" 
in  other  words,  by  the  antagonism  of  hke  poles. 

If  I  can  make  good  this  assertion,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction, 
and  it  is  all  I  pretend  to,  of  removing  from  a  system,  which  I 
now  beUeve  to  be  true,  a  stigma  which  it  does  not  deserve. 

For  the  establishment  of  my  proposition  it  will  be  necessary 
to  premise  a  few  particulars : — 

1.  There  is  a  certain  power,  or  force,  or  influence,  lately 
discovered  by  Baron  Von  Reichenbach,  by  him  called  odyle, 
which  is  analogous  to  heat,  electricity,  galvanism,  and  mag- 
netism, commonly  so  called,  but  so  distinguished  from  them  all 
as  to  challenge  a  place  of  its  own,  and  that  a  most  important  one, 
among  the  imponderable  elements. 

2.  This  force  resides  in  the  magnet,  but  separately  from  that 
force  by  which  the  magnet  acts  on  the  needle.  It  has  no  action 
on  the  needle,  but  a  powerful  one  on  the  living  nerve;  in  which 
respect  it  is  a  magnetic  force  and  pole. 
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8.  It  is  UDiversal  as  the  air.  It  resides  in  all  bodies — signally 
in  the  human  body — ^is  commanicated  by  all  bodies,  and  through 
all,  even  throagh  living  beings ;  and,  from  its  immediate  con- 
nexion with  vitality,  it  seems  to  contain  the  mystery  of  life. 
Consequently,  it  stands  in  direct  relationship  to  health  and 
disease. 

4.  Heat,  friction,  electricity,  and  especially  chemical  action, 
develop  it ;  and,  wherever  and  however  developed,  it  invariably 
exhibits  its  innate  polarity.  Consequently,  in  the  human  body, 
it  is  polar,  by  reason  of  the  chemical  action  which  is  always 
going  on  in  the  human  body. 

5.  In  regularly  formed  bodies,  such  as  crystals,  this  force  acts 
with  a  polarity  which  is  dependent  on  the  disposition  of  the 
molecules  of  those  bodies. 

6.  But,  as  it  resides  in  matter  universally,  as  such,  it  resides 
also  in  amorphous  bodies ;  and  though  it  be  latent  in  them,  as 
respects  direct  polar  action,  it  gives  them,  nevertheless,  a  cha- 
racter of  polarity,  and  renders  them  chemically  negative  or 
positive. 

7.  In  regard  to  this  force,  therefore,  all  bodies  arrange  them- 
selves in  what  may  be  called  odylo-chemical  order;  and  this 
order  is  found  to  correspond  exactly  with  the  electro- chemical: 
on  one  side,  we  have  the  odylo-positive,  with  potassium  at  their 
head  ;  on  the  other,  the  odylo-negative,  headed  by  oxygen.* 

*  All  solid  and  liquid  bodies,  without  exception,  says  Reichenbach,  excite 
sensations  of  coolness  or  wannth,  according  to  their  polarities.  Mdlle. 
Beichel,  one  of  his  patients,  guided  by  her  sensations  merely,  arranged  a 
great  number  of  sabstanoes,  without  seeing  them,  according  to  their  chemical 
chancier  of  negative  and  poeitiye,  with  the  nicest  discrimination.  It  is  apon 
this  princ^le,  that  the  left  hand  commonicatcs  warm  sensations,  the  right 
hand  cool  sensations :  the  former  having  a  south  polarity,  the  latter  a  north 
polarity:  and  then,  as  observed  in  No.  9,  there  is  a  true  poUr  opposition 
between  the  two  hands. 

As  all  substances  causing  warm  sensations  are  positive,  so  all  positive  sub- 
stances cause  warm  sensations.  The  same  holds  good,  in  the  opposite  sense, 
of  negative  bodies.  Thus,  says  Beichenbach,  we  arrive  by  a  new  path  at  an 
deetro-chemical  arrangement  of  bodies,  which  we  may  call  odylo-chemical. 

It  has  been  proved  by  careful  experiments,  that  all  bodies  which  shine  by 
their  own  light,  such  as  the  sun,  stars,  fire,  candles,  are  negative  and  give  out 
ooohieaa,  in  the  od^jHc  Bcrue;  and  that  those  which  shine  by  reflection,  such 
as  the  moon,  are  positive,  and  give  out  warmth  in  the  same  sense. 
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8.  The  same  force,  by  its  residence  in  the  human  body, 
renders  it  magnetic.  It  is  polar  in  the  human  body  by  reason 
of  its  duality. 

9.  The  human  body  is  divided  as  to  polarity.  The  whole 
right  side  is  north  and  negative — the  whole  left  side  south  and 
positive.  A  principal  axis  of  power  lies  across  the  body,  making 
it  transversely  polar.  Of  this  axis  the  two  hands  are  the  poles, 
the  right  hand  north  and  negative,  the  left  south  and  positive ; 
constituting  a  regular  polar  opposition.  It  is  the  magnetic 
circulation  through  this  transverse  axis  to  the  hands  on  either 
side,  in  the  manner  of  a  horse-shoe  magnet,  that  divides  the 
body  into  north  and  south  polarity.     Thus — 


The  dotted  line  across  the  body  re- 
presents the  transyerse  axis,  and  the 
two  hands  its  poles— right  north,  left 
south. 


10.  In  this  hemisphere   the  north  polarity  of  the  body  is 
stronger  than  the  south.     It  is  the  predominant  polarity. 

11.  Whatever  favors  or  opposes  the  vitallodylic  circulation  is 
agreeable  and  beneficial,  or  the  reverse.    The  position  firom  north 

The  warmth  caused  by  positive,  or  south  polar  bodies,  always  produces  dis- 
tressing sensations  in  sensitive  persons.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  moon  has  such 
a  bad  effect  on  lunatics.  But,  besides  this  action  common  to  all  bodies  of 
south  polarity,  the  moon  has  been  proved  to  exercise  a  singular  attractiye 
influence  on  the  living  body.  When  dogs  bay  at  the  moon,  they  are  probably 
under  this  influence.  The  knowledge  of  these  facts  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
lead  to  some  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  lunatics. 

With  regard  to  the  effects  of  the  negative,  or  north  polarity,  of  artificial 
light,  on  sensitive  persons,  Reichenbach  says,  "  Mdlle.  Marx  perceived  a  pecu- 
liar coolness  from  wax  candles  brought  near  to  her  in  daylight.  She  felt  it 
still  at  a  distance  of  twenty-four  feet,  through  two  adjoining  rooms.  This 
observation  made  her  remember  that  in  church,  on  occasion  when  hundreds  of 
candles  are  lighted,  she  was  never  able  to  hold  out,  being  chilled  to  her  mar- 
row. This  patient  was  bom  sensitive.  She  was  not  sensitive  from  disease 
only,  but  naturally  so.  Here  we  see  the  effect  of  the  light  was  opposite  to 
the  usual  effect  on  ordinary  persons.  Mdlle.  Reichel  jrielded  the  same  result." 
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to  sonth  is  the  normal  position  for  all  the  reactions  of  magnets, 
&c.,  on  the  living  sensitive  hody^  whether  diseased  or  not,  but 
more  especially  if  diseased. 

12.  All  human  bodies  are  affected  by  odylo-magnetism,  con- 
sciously or  unconsciously. 

13.  The  presence  of  disease  heightens  the  consciousness; 

14.  And  the  diseased  nerre  is  preetematurally  sensitive. 

15.  What  it  is  that  constitutes  odylic  sensitiveness  is  a  secret ; 
as  much  so  as  what  it  is  that  constitutes  life  is  a  secret;  a  deep 
secret,  known  only  to  the  Author  of  life.  So,  Ukewise,  the 
original  cause  of  disease  is  a  secret,  because  of  its  dependence 
on  the  vital  principle. 

16.  From  Nos.  8  and  11  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude, 
that  what  I  shall  call  the  primary  stage,  by  which  I  mean  a  step 
nearer  than  the  original  inscrutable  cause  of  disease,  is  an 
inverted  direction  of  the  vitallodylic  current  in  the  part  affected. 
The  next,  or  secondary  stage,  is  the  specific  disease  in  that  part; 
the  third,  or  critical,  is  the  outward  manifestation,  or  perceptible 
symptom  thereof. 

17.  The  first  and  second  stages  being  hidden  processes,  it  is 
therefore  according  to  the  third,  or  manifest  stage,  alone,  called 
the  symptom,  that  the  physician  can  safely  shape  his  medical 
treatment. 

18.  Now  the  body,  by  No.  9,  being  a  magnet  and  polar,  it 
cannot  but  happen  that  the  symptom  will  exhibit  the  same 
polarity  as  the  part  diseased,  or,  in  other  words,  will  indicate 
the  set  of  the  odyhc  current  in  that  part^ 

19.  And,  as  it  is  assumed  in  No.  16,  that  the  primary  cause 
of  disease  is  an  inverted  direction  of  the  vitallodyUc  current, 
the  remedy  indicated  must  be  a  repellent,  to  check  the  false  set 
and  restore  the  true  one. 

20.  In  magnets,  Uke  poles  repel  each  other.  That  the  same 
efiect  takes  place  in  the  case  of  odylo-magnetic  poles  has  been 

*  AH  odylo-pontiTe  bodies,  says  Beichenbaoh,  send  forth  warm  flames, 
all  odylo-negatiTe  ood  ones.  The  flames,  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  apparent 
temperatore,  ha^e  the  character  of  the  poles  from  which  they  proceed;  and, 
consequently,  the  flame  Indicates  the  character  of  the  body,  or  pole  of  the 
body,  finom  which  it  flows.    Apply  this  to  the  symptom. 
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clearly  demonstrated  by  experiments  on  crystals  as  well  as  on 
the  human  body.* 

21 .  What  remains,  then,  but  to  choose  a  medicine  of  the  same 
polaric  character  as  that  of  the  disease,  that  is,  either  negative 
or  positive,  as  the  case  may  require  ? 

22.  How  is  the  polarity  of  the  disease  to  be  ascertained? 
Here,  availing  ourselves  of  the  grand  but  ill-defined  principle 
of  homoeopathy,  that  like  cures  like,  we  find,  upon  examina- 
tion, that  a  medicine  which  produces  in  a  healthy  subject  the 
like  disease,  is,  and  must  necessarily  be  of  the  Uke  polarity. 
For  the  symptom,  by  No.  18  and  note,  being  of  like  polarity  with 
the  disease,  the  medicine  that  would  produce  the  like  symptom 
in  a  healthy  subject,  must  also  be  of  like  polarity  with  the 
disease.  Things  that  are  equal  to  the  same  thing  are  equal 
to  each  other. 

23.  The  substance  of  the  above  proposition  is  made  good,  I 
thinks  by  the  following  experiment  of  Beichenbach.  He  placed 
his  subject,  who  was  highly  sensitive,  in  a  position  uncon- 
formable to  the  magnetic  meridian,  that  is  with  the  head  to  the 
south,  instead  of  the  north, — a  position  which  invariably  pro- 
duces distressing  sensations,  restlessness,  nausea,  &c.,  disease 
in  short  in  setrntive  persons.  And  it  does  so,  because  it  re- 
verses the  true  set  of  the  odylo-magnetic,  or  vital  current,  which 
invertedness,  as  I  have  observed  in  No.  16,  is  the  primary  con- 
stituent of  all  disease.f    In  this  position,  a  position  of  disease, 

*  We  know  from  the  experiments  of  Beichenbach,  that  flames  of  odyle 
issue  from  the  poles  of  magnets,  and  from  the  poUr  parts  of  the  human  body; 
and  that  on  like  poles  being  presented  to  each  other,  the  flames  are  mutually 
forced  back,  and,  on  contact,  disappear.  "  When  I  approached  both  poles," 
says  Beichenbach,  "  with  my  right,  t.  e.  negative  side  only,  only  one  flame 
was  extinguished,  viz.,  the  blue  negative  flame ;  while  the  other,  t.  e.  the 
positive  became  more  luminous  and  more  intensely  red.  With  my  left  side 
this  was  reversed.  It  is,  therefore,  the  odylic  state  of  the  whole  person  which 
acts  as  a  magnet,  and  a  very  powerful  one,  and  as  strongly  as  magnets  act  on 
magnets,  when  like  poles  are  brought  together." 

t  Therefore  all  hospital-beds  should  be  placed  north  and  south,  so  that  the 
patient,  lying  with  the  head  to  the  north,  may  be  in  the  true  magnetic  meri- 
dian. A  speedy  or  protracted  cure,  in  the  case  of  sensitive  patients,  would  be 
respectively  the  result  as  this  direction  were  complied  with  or  not.  In  some 
cases  life  and  death  might  depend  upon  it.  HomoDopathists  should  be  particu- 
larly observant  of  this  rule,  their  treatment  being  essentially  magnetic. 


The  Theory  of  HomcBopatkg.  7 

he  it  remembered,  Beiobenbaoh  says^  '*  aU  tbe  manifestatioiia  of 
sensitiYeness  are  inverted.  The  passes  of  the  magnet,  hitherto 
beneficial,  become  disagreeable  and  almost  intolerable.  Smells 
that  before  were  agreeable  are  now  the  reverse,  and  vice  versd. 
When  restored  to  the  magnetic  meridian,  the  phenomena  of 
disease  instantly  disappear;"  which  shows  in  what  close  relation- 
ship health  and  disease  stand  to  polarity. 

Let  OS  examine  this  case  a  little ;  which  may  best  be  done  by 
comparing  the  inverted  with  the  normal  position. 
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The  figure  represents  a  person  with 
the  head  to  the  south ;  the  dotted  line 
across  the  body  is  the  transverse  axis, 
of  which  the  two  hands  are  the  poles ; 
the  right  hand  soath,  the  left  north, 
diyiding  the  whole  body  into  opposite 
polarities,  the  right  half  south,  the  left 
north  (by  No.  9).  The  arrow  repre- 
sents the  set^of  the  odylic  current  in 
a  body  so  placed. 


Here  the  odylic  current  is  reversed.  The  whole  sentient 
system  is  deranged  and  out  of  course,  being  inverted  against  the 
normal  current  of  vital  motion  (see  No.  11).  The  influence  of 
the  south  pole,  which  in  the  normal  position  produces  disa- 
greeable sensations  analogous  to  disease,  here  produces  agreeable 
sensations  analogous  to  health;  and  it  does  so  because  it  acts 
conformably  to  the  set  of  the  inverted  current.  Here,  then,  we 
find  that  the  same  polarity  which  in  the  normal  or  healthy 
position  produced  a  sensation  analogous  to  disease,  cures  it 
when  the  position  is  inverted  or  unhealthy.  It  will  be  objected 
that,  in  the  instance  I  have  given,  it  does  not  produce  this  effect 
by  the  antagonism  of  like  poles,  but  by  the  affinity  of  unlike. 
True ;  but  in  the  case  of  a  partial  disease,  the  whole  being  of 
the  patient  is  not  inverted,  as  here  supposed.  The  odylic  cur- 
rent is  only  partially  inverted ;  that  is,  in  the  diseased  organ,  or 
nerve;  the  vitallodylTc  current  being,  in  other  respects,  in  the 
true  direction  of  health.  Therefore,  in  such  a  case,  the  polarity 
would  effect  the  cure,  not  by  the  affinity  of  unlike  poles,  but  by 
the  antagonism  of  like  ones.     Thus — 
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Let  the  small  arrow  within  the  sphere  represent  the  inverted 
current  in  the  diseased  part.  The  south  polarity,  which  was 
conformahle  to  the  wholly  inverted  position,  here  acts  only  on 
the  partially  inverted  current  in  the  diseased  nerve ;  and  in  this, 
the  normal  position,  it  acts,  ohviously,  as  an  antagonist,  or 
repellent,  and  so  cures  hy  repulsion. 

Let  us  confine  ourselves  to  the  instance  of  inverted  smell,  as 
more  analogous  to  the  common  notion  of  disease.  Here  the 
influence  of  the  south,  or  positive  pole,  hy  its  general  action  on 
the  subject  placed  south  and  north,  that  is,  unconformahly  to 
to  the  position  of  health,  inverted  the  normal  or  healthy  sensi- 
tiveness of  the  olfactory  nerve-  A  partial  polarity  of  the  same 
denomination  in  the  olfactory  nerve  of  a  person  placed  north 
and  south,  that  is,  in  the  conformable,  or  normal  position  of 
health,  would  produce  the  same  derangement,  equivalent  to 
disease,  in  that  part.  But,  as  the  application  of  the  south 
pole  reverses  the  sensations  of  a  person  placed  north  and 
south,  so  it  would  reverse  the  diseased  sensation  of  the  olfactory 
nerve,  represented  by  the  small  arrow  above,  in  the  case  sup- 
posed; and  it  would  do  so  by  antagonism,  like  pole  meeting 
like.  Thus,  the  same  polarity  that  would  produce  the  inverted 
sensation,  or  disease,  would  cure  it. 

Take  a  further  illustration.  Beichenbach  has  found,  "that 
persons  placed  within  the  sphere  of  odylic  action  only  feel 
comfortable  when  to  the  polar  parts  of  their  own  bodies  the 
oppositely  named  poles  are  presented.  When  like-named  poles 
are  brought  near  each  other,  unpleasant  sensations,  amounting 
to  illness,  are  produced."  Therefore,  by  .reason  of  this  very 
antagonism,  if  a  diseased  nerve  bo  met  with  the  same  polarity 
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that  wrought  the  disease,  the  false  current  being  reveised,  it  is 
restored  to  health.  So  that  the  same  polarity  which  produces 
illness  in  health,  produces,  e  converso,  health  in  disease.  In 
whatever  part  of  the  odylic  circulation  the  inverted  current,  or 
disease,  may  lie,  the  antagonistic  poli^ty  will  act  upon  it,  espe- 
cially and  directly,  by  reason  of  the  especial  and  prsetematural 
sensitiveness  of  the  diseased  nerve  to  the  odylic  influence  (see 
No.  14) ;  and,  as  the  like  flames  of  magnets  are  mutually 
forced  back  and  extinguished,  so  will  the  disease  be  extin- 
guished, on  the  same  principle  of  opposition  (see  20  and  note). 

Take  an  example  or  two,  which  are  brought  forward  by  Ho- 
mcBopaths,  as  illustrations  of  their  principle,  that  "  like  cures 
like." 

Frozen  limbs  are  cured  by  the  application  of  snow  and  ice. 
Here  we  have  the  polar  antagonism.  Ice  and  snow  are  intensely 
positive ;  so  is  the  frost  in  the  limb. 

Bums  are  cured  by  the  application  of  fire.  Fire  is  intensely 
negative ;  so  is  the  bum  in  the  limb.  Here,  it  is  trae,  "  like 
cures  like,"  but  the  reason  of  the  cure  Ues,  not  in  the  similarity 
of  the  symptoms,  but  in  the  antagonism  of  the  polarity.  Take 
a  noble  instance,  independent  of  disease,  and  therefore  a  better 
illustration  of  the  general  law.  The  sun  extinguishes  fire — 
why  ?     Because  both  are  negative. 

The  conclusion,  therefore,  of  all  that  I  have  said  in  this  illus- 
trative article  is,  that  the  polarity  of  the  medicine  required  to 
produce  the  like  disease  in  a  healthy  subject,  is  the  polarity  of 
the  diseased  nerve,  as  asserted.  No.  22.  As  it  seems  impossible 
that  we  can  ever  discover  the  polarity  of  the  intemal  disease, 
except  by  its  outward  manifestation,  or  symptom  (see  Nos.  16, 
18  and  note),  interpreted  by  the  polarity  of  the  medicine  that 
would  produce  a  Uke  symptom,  herein  we  must  acknowledge 
one  great  obligation  to  homoeopathy.  This,  the  indicative 
property  of  the  medicine,  is  to  the  physician  what  the  needle 
is  to  the  mariner — bis  sure  and  only  guide. 

24.  The  denomination  of  the  medicine  being  thus  ascertained, 
we  turn  to  the  medicinal  substances,  and  we  find  them  arranged 
to  our  hands,  according  to  the  law  of  odylo-magnetism,  in  two 
copious  classes,  which  are  constantly  increasing  by  new  disco- 
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veriesi  negative  and  podtive^  as  indicated  in  No.  7.  The  class 
in  which  the  medicine  required  to  produce  the  like  symptom  is 
contained,  determines,  as  we  have  seen,  the  polarity  of  the 
disease. 

25.  The  medicine  chosen,  though,  hy  reason  of  its  amorphous 
coDstruction,  its  polarity  be  latent,  as  hinted  in  No.  6,  yet, 
when  submitted  to  the  chemical  action  of  the  body,  it  becomes 
polar,  by  No.  4  and  8. 

26.  Owing  to  the  preternatural  sensitiveness  to  the  odylo- 
magnetic  influence  in  the  diseased  nerve  (Nos.  14  and  28),  the 
odyle  of  the  medicine  acts  with  its  innate  polarity  especially  and 
directly  on  that  nerve ;  and,  as  its  polarity  is  similar,  it  acts  as  a 
repellant  or  antagonist. 

27.  But,  forasmuch  as  the  medicine  has  two  properties,  the  one 
odylic  and  polar  as  to  the  diseased  nerve,  and  the  other  its  pecu- 
liar specific  property,  whereby  it  produces  a  disease  of  its  own, 
similar  to  that  which  it  is  meant  to  cure ;  it  is  clear  that  these 
two  should  be  so  adjusted  as  that  the  specific  virtue  may  be 
entirely  subservient  to  the  polarity,  and  the  medicine  be  thus 
restrained  firom  establishing  its  own  dominion. 

28.  Therefore,  the  balance  of  the  polarity  of  the  medicine 
with  its  specific  virtue,  and  both  of  these  with  the  sensitiveness 
of  the  patient,  constitute  the  law  of  quantity  in  the  exhibition 
of  medicine ;  and  in  the  right  estimation  and  adjustment  of 
these  balances  lies  the  skill  of  the  practitioner. 

29.  Here,  then,  we  arrive,  by  a  regular  sequence,  at  the  pro- 
position I  have  asserted  in  limine,  viz.,  that  homoeopathy  does, 
in  fact,  cure  on  the  old  received  and  rational  principle  of  oppo- 
sition, or  cofitraria  contrariis :  in  other  words,  by  the  anta- 
gonism of  like  poles. 

80.  The  true  test  of  any  theory  is  this — ^whether  or  not  it  ex- 
plains, easily  and  without  violence,  all  the  phenomena  of  its  sub- 
ject I  humbly  venture  to  say,  that  the  theory  I  have  proposed  does 
explain  all  the  phssnomena  of  homoeopathy ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  of  its  professors,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  it, 
leaves  them  in  the  dark.  I  have  two  of  their  treatises  before  me  : 
"  A  Sketch  of  Homoeopathy,"  by  S.  0.  Davids,  M.D.,  and  the 
"  Concise  View,"  published  by  the  Homoeopathic   Society   of 
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DabKn ;  both  of  them^  as  it  seems  to  me,  ^ery  sensible  and 
trostworthy^  so  far  as  practice  is  conoeroed.  A  consideration  of 
one  or  two  of  the  positions  kid  down  in  these  works  will,  I 
think,  make  good  my  assertion. 

81.  In  the  former  of  these  the  medicine  is  spoken  of  as 
^'acting  on  the  side  of  the  disease;"  we  are  told  of  a  *' collusion 
between  the  medicine  and  the  disease."  How  daric  is  this! 
How  repugnant  to  reason,  that  any  disease  should  be  cured  by 
a  reinforcement  of  it — ^by  an  ally  !  Well  may  the  author  say, 
**  We  hardly  expect  that  such  explanations  will  8u£Sce  to  allay 
the  objections  of  all  minds."  But  bring  us  an  opponent  against 
it  of  equal  power,  and  then  we  understand  how  it  may  be  de- 
feated. I  hope  I  have  shown  that  such  an  opponent  is  really 
introduced  in  the  homoeopathic  remedy. 

82.  We  are  told  that  the  diseased  organ  alone  is  susceptible  to 
the  homcBopathic  doses.  Why?  The  homceopaths  give  no 
satisfactory  answer  to  this  question.  It  is  answered  above,  in 
Nos.  14  and  23 — the  diseased  nerve  is  preetematurally  sensitive 
to  odylo-magnetism. 

88.  Hahnemann  found  that  large  doses  aggravated  the  di- 
sease. But  why  he  could  not  tell.  The  reason  is  given  in 
No.  27.  The  powers  of  the  specific  virtue  of  the  medicine 
being  greater  than  the  power  of  its  odylic  polarity,  it  ''  acts  on 
the  side  of  the  disease,"  and  increases  it.  Here  is  a  real  and 
intelligible  "  collusion  between  the  medicine  and  the  disease."  * 

84.  On  the  other  hand,  the  medicine  being  given  in  infi- 
nitely small  quantities,  if  its  polar  antagonism  be  not  equal  to 
invert,  at  once  and  permanently,  the  polarity  of  the  diseased 
nerve,  and  so  extinguish  the  disease,  it  may  be  brought  up  to 
the  mark  by  repetition  at  intervals.    This  would  be  the  case, 

*  In  the  homceopfttfaic  treatment  the  medicine  is  sanatzve  inasmuch,  as  it  is 
a  Tehide  of  odyle ;  when  it  is  more  than  this,  that  is  when  it  acts  tuojure,  it 
is  hnrtftd.  This  may  he  illastrated  by  the  action  of  fire  on  sensitiTe  persons. 
Fire,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  Tehide  of  negatiye  odyle,  acts  on  sensitiye  persons 
placed  at  a  little  distance  firam  it,  as  a  negatire  pole,  and  imparts  to  them  a 
sensation  of  eold.  (See  No.  28,  p.  6,  and  note  p^8.)  But  apply  the  fire  too 
near,  or  in  too  great  a  quantity  with  respect  to  the  distance  of  the  snlgect, 
and  then,  tiie  specific  property,  overpowering  the  odylic  property,  the  fire  acts 
by  its  own  specific  virtue,  and  is  destructiye.  The  action  of  the  homcBopathic 
medicine,  I  say^,  is  exactly  similar  to  the  action  of  the  fire  in  this  instance.  It 
either  acts  as  a  vehicle,  or  it  is  destroctive. 
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and  this  would  be  the  practice^  we  suppose^  in  ohronio  diseases, 
where  the  inveterate  habit  can  only  be  overcome  by  reiterated 
opposition  of  the  like  force.  It  is  rational,  therefore,  for  both 
these  reasons,  to  use  the  minutest  doses ;  for  the  smallest  con- 
ceivable being  polar,  must  be  of  great  power,  and  may  be,  and 
often  is,  of  sufficient  power.  Thus,  by  the  theory  I  propose, 
the  mystery  of  the  infinitesimal  doses,  which  is  the  scorn  of  the 
allopathists,  is  cleared  up.^ 

*  The  smallness  of  the  dose  is,  indeed,  utterly  inexplicable  by  the  principles 
of  the  Homoeopaths,  and,  accordingly,  it  affords  a  handle  to  the  adversaries 
of  their  system,  which  they  have  not  overlooked.  Dr.  Hayle  makes  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  on  the  subject.  **  It  is  needless  to  say  much  about  the  dose 
in  which  the  remedies  are  g^ven.  Every  practitioner  gives  such  a  dose  as  will 
produce  a  sufficient  curative  effect :  but  the  dose  is  not  the  principle  on  which 
the  medicine  is  g^  ven.  It  is,  in  fact,  only  the  result  of  observation :  not  deduced 
from  any  known  facts  by  reasoning.  The  ridicule,  therefore,  which  attacks  the 
smallness  of  the  dose,  after  its  necessity  has  been  established  by  observation, 
is  a  ridicule  of  the  Creator,  who  established  such  a  relation  between  the  quan- 
tity and  its  effects  on  the  living  body ;  and  if  the  ridicule  be  manifested  before 
the  experiment  is  made,  it  is  premature;  for  no  one  can  know  in  an 
experimental  manner  what  is  absurd  until  he  has  tried  it.  If  they  will  haTe 
their  laugh,  let  them  earn  it  by  a  trial ;  and  if  they  won't  try,  let  our  laughing 
friends  cease  to  laugh,  and  reflect,  at  least,  on  some  facts  which  they  know, 
viz.,  that  every  man  in  passing  over  a  hill  side  leaves  something  on  the 
ground,  or  in  the  air,  which  no  chemistry  can  detect,  and  no  microscope  per- 
ceive, but  which  has  its  existence  nevertheless,  and  its  value,  for  his  faithftil 
hound.  Let  them  remember,  too,  that  the  causes  of  the  most  virulent  plagues 
which  occasionally  decimate  and  may  one  day  depopulate  our  globe,  are 
equally  impenetrable,  intangible,  and  invisible ;  and  that  there  is  no  great 
absurdity  in  attempting  to  meet  agents  of  so  subtle  a  nature  by  agencies  as 
subtle  as  their  own." 

This  is  an  ingenious  apology,  and  in  the  latter  part  it  fetches  near  the 
truth.  The  homoeopaths  do,  indeed  use  an  agency  that  is  as  subtle  as  the 
disease,  all-pervading,  in  its  invisible  progress  mingUng  itself  with  aU 
things,  it  does  especiaUy  deserve  the  epithet  of  subtle ;  yet  there  appears  to 
be  something  in  it  of  the  material  too,  for  the  flames  seen  by  sensitive  persons 
to  issue  from  the  poles  of  magnets,  and  of  the  human  body,  may  be  blown 
backwards  and  forwards  by  the  breath,  and  they  yield  smoke  like  other  flames, 
though  without  diminishing,  either  in  size  or  weight,  the  substances  from 
which  they  proceed.  From  some  very  ingenious  experiments  made  by  Bei- 
chenbach  on  an  artificial  sphere  or  terrelle,  it  would  seem  that  the  aurora 
borealis  consists  of  streams  of  odylic  flame  rising  from  the  pole  of  the  earth, 
which  is  itself  a  vast  magnet,  and  flickering  over  it,  visible  to  all  eyes,  not 
only  to  those  of  the  sensitive,  by  reason  of  their  enormous  mass.  But  the 
most  admirable  properties  of  odyle  are  its  polarity,  whereby  it  renders  the 
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85.  We  are  told  by  ihe  homoBopaths  that  cases  oconr  in  which 

the  sensidveness  of  the  patient  is  so  exquisite  that  it  will  not 

endore  the  smallest  dose,  and  that  in  such  cases  they  find  the 

mere  smell  of  the  drag  to  he  e£Eective.    This  apparent  enigma 

is  solved  by  the  odylio  theory.     It  has  been  proved  by  Beiohen- 

lach,  that  any  substance,  even  of  the  amorphous  class,  if  it  be 

only  of  decided  electro-chemical  character,  acts  on  sensitive 

persons  at  sensible  distances,  and  all  bodies  whatsoever  may  be 

charged  with  it.     In  which  is  seen  the  distinction  between  odyle 

and  magnetism  commonly  so  called.     Only  a  very  few  bodies 

can  be  charged  with  magnetism,  and  it  is  not  known  that  dia- 

magnetism  can  be  at  all  communicated.     The  drug  gives  out 

its  odyle  (by  No.  8),  which  is  inhaled  by  the  patient,  and,  being 

of  the  proper  polarity,  acts  directly  on  the  diseased  part  (by  14 

and  20).    Here  we  have  a  notable  example  of  the  vehicular 

agency  of  the  drug  in  the  curative  process. 

86.  Hahnemann  hovered  near  the  truth  when  he  discovered 
that  trituration  and  succussion  increased  the  power  of  medicine. 
Had  he  perceived  the  true  reason  of  this,  he  might  have  placed 
his  system  on  a  firm  scientific  basis.  But  the  discovery  of  the 
new  element  had  not  yet  been  made.  The  reason  is,  that  tritu- 
ration and  succussion  develop  electricity,  and  electricity  excites 
odylic  activity  (see  No.  4),  which  operates  specifically  on  the 
diseased  nerve  (No.  14) ;  and  this  operation  is  peculiar  to  odyle 
(see  preceding  note  at  the  end).  "  The  violent  action  of  odyle 
on  the  irritable  nerve  of  sensitive  persons,"  says  Beichenbach, 
"  forms  a  remarkable  contrast  with  the  absence  of  any  peculiar 
effect  of  electricity  on  the  same  individuals,  currents  of  galvanic 
and  friction  electricity  and  shocks  of  Kleist's  vials  are  borne  by 
sezisitives  just  as  by  others." 

87.  On  the  same  subject,  the  author  of  the  *'  Concise  View" 
says— "  Substances  which  in  their  primitive  unprepared  state 
exercise  little  or  no  medicinal  influence  on  the  human  frame, 
such  as  animal  and  vegetable  charcoal,  siUcea,  gold,  silver,  lyco- 

hmiiaii  body  a  magnet,  and  its  elective  affinity  for  tlie  living  nenrei  whereby 
it  IS  intiniately  assooiated  with  the  principle  of  life,  and  is  constituted  the 
ftibiter  of  health  and  disease.  The  sosceptibiliiy  of  its  influence  in  the  living 
body  has  been  termed,  not  inaptly,  by  its  discoverer,  a  sixth  sense. 
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podium^  zinc,  oommon  salt,  sepia,  metallic  copper,  iron,  tin, 
platina,  &c.,  become,  by  means  of  trituration,  powerftil  and 
most  valuable  medicines.  Virtual  properties,  wbich  are  latent 
and  fettered  in  their  crude  state,  are  freed  and  developed  by  this 
mode  of  preparation;  whether  merely  in  consequence  of  a  very 
minute  subdivision  of  their  particles,  or  of  an  electric  or  any 
other  process,  would  be  difficult  to  determine,''  p.  70.  The 
doubt  is  solved  by  the  odylic  theory.  The  odylic  properties 
are  developed  by  "heat,  friction,  and  electricity"  (see  No.  4), 
and  those  substances  become  medicinal  by  reason  of  the  specific 
action  of  odyle  on  the  animal  nerve. 

88.  However,  in  the  same  work,  p.  68,  we  are  told  that  the 
process  of  trituration  and  succussion  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  effective  operation  of  the  homoeopathic  medicines  ;  that 
it  is  indifferent,  in  short,  whether  it  be  used  or  not.  My  theory 
accounts  for  this  also ;  for  in  No.  4  it  is  said,  that  the  chemical 
action  of  the  body  excites  the  innate  polarity  of  odyle ;  and, 
thus,  it  renders  the  preparatory  process  unnecessary. 

89.  **  Hahnemann  recommends  that  when  once  it  is  manifest 
to  the  physician  that  the  medicine  has  taken  effect,  he  ought 
either  to  abstain  from  giving  it  any  further,  or,  at  least,  to  be 
exceedingly  cautious  in  its  repetition ;  rather  waiting  until  it 
ceases  to  produce  any  further  beneficial  effects,  when  he  may 
repeat  or  change  it,  as  the  case  may  require;  that  a  frequent  re- 
petition, when  it  is  not  necessary,  often  impedes  the  good  effects 
of  the  medicine,  or  produces  an  aggravation  of  the  disease." — 
{Concise  View,  p,  69.)  This  exactly  agrees  with  the  theory 
of  polaric  balancing.  After  a  time,  if  repeated  too  often,  or  if 
given  in  too  great  a  quantity,  the  medicine  acts  by  its  own  proper 
efficiency,  and  aggravates  the  disease  it  was  intended  to  cure. 
Why  is  this  ?  Why  not  act  by  its  own  proper  efficiency  from 
the  first  ?  Why  does  it  so  operate  after  a  time?  And  when  it 
does  80  act,  why  does  it  aggravate  the  disease?  What  is  the 
reason  of  this  singular  state,  and  period  of  time,  during  which 
the  proper  effects  of  the  medicine  are  suspended?  And  why 
does  aggravation  ensue  when  the  restraint  is  removed?  The 
homoeopaths  do  not,  and,  according  to  their  principles,  they 
cannot  answer  these  questions.    But  they  are  all  answered  by 
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the  theory  of  polario  eqailibriuin,  by  whioh  the  speoifio  proper- 
ties of  the  medicine  are  held  in  abeyance. 

40.  In  the  same  treatise,  p.  151,  it  is  said,  that ''  the  re-action 
of  the  body  stands  in  direct  proportion  to  the  acuteness  of  the 
disease ;  the  more  active  and  acute  the  disease,  therefore,  the 
more  rapid  is  the  effect  of  the  medicine."  This  is  also  in 
accordance  with  the  theory  I  propose ;  the  polaric  antagonism 
is  so  much  the  fiercer — Greek  meets  Greek — the  battle  is  the 
sooner  ended. 

41.  In  a  treatise,  entitled  "Homceopathy  Explained,"  &c., 
by  John  Moore,  we  are  told,  that  ''  peculiar  constitutions,  idio- 
syncrades  as  they  are  termed,  are  sometimes  met  with,  where 
neither  the  new  nor  the  old  system  of  medicine  will  do  any 
good ;  in  such  cases  a  course  of  Hydropathy  will  often  remove 
the  disease,  or  bring  it  into  such  a  state  that  it  is  easily  eradi- 
cated by  homcBopathic  treatment"  In  this  particular,  also,  the 
odylic  theory  is,  unhappily,  in  accordance  with  the  facts  of 
homoeopathy,  and  explains  them.  It  is  not  every  one  that  is 
sensitive  to  odyle.  Beichenbach  supposed  about  one-third  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Vienna  to  be  sensitive.  If  the  proportion 
were,  indeed,  no  greater  than  this,  odylism  would  fail  to  account 
for  the  success  of  homceopathy.  But  Beichenbach  restrains  the 
term  sensitive  to  those  who  are  able  to  perceive  the  odylic  flames 
of  magnets,  &c.  Beyond  this  circle  there  must  be  a  vast  number 
of  persons,  embracing,  perhaps,  the  greater  part  of  the  human 
race,  who  are  sensitive  to  odyle  in  a  sufficient  degree  for  medical 
treatment  But,  as  I  said,  the  fact  that  homoeopaths  meet,  at 
times,  with  impracticable  cases,  is  explained  by  the  limitation  of 
odylie  sensitiveness. 

42.  And  so  on — ^weie  I  to  travel  through  the  whole  range  of 
the  homoeopathic  phsnomena,  I  believe  I  should  not  find  one 
that  would  fail  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  theory  I  propose. 
But  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  examination.  The  two 
principal  tenets  of  homoeopathy,  viz.,  the  like  curing  like,  and 
the  law  of  infinitesimal  doses,  which,  on  the  one  hand,  are  in 
thonselves  so  repugnant  to  common  sense,  while,  on  the  other, 
the  homoeopaths  can  render  no  satisfactory  reason  for  them ; 
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these  are  the  points  I  have  endeavoured,  I  know  not  with  what 
success,  to  explain.  Nothing  that  I  have  said  interferes  with 
the  practice  of  homoeopathy,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  if  it  be  of 
any  weight,  and  so  far  as  it  is  of  any  weight,  it  tends  to  confirm 
it,  by  shewing,  what  homoeopaths  have  hitherto  failed  to  shew, 
that  it  is  based  on  truth — on  one  of  the  immutable  laws  of 
nature — and  that,  instead  of  being  hocus-pocus  and  humbug, 
it  is  a  perfect  science. 

48.  To  have  achieved  thus  much,  if,  indeed,  I  have  achieved 
it,  is  no  little.     For,  in  the  first  place,  to  remove  the  stigma  of 
absurdity  firom  homoeopathy  must  tend  to  reconcile  the  public 
mind  to  it.     Secondly,  it  must  give  greater  confidence  to  prac- 
titioners, and  greater  certainty  to  their  practice,  to  know  the 
principle  upon  which  their  system  is  founded.     For  iustance, 
knowing  that  the  process  is  odylo-magnetic,  and  having  ascer- 
tained, in  any  particular  case,  the  polarity  of  the  disease,  if  the 
medicine  they  use  do  not  answer  their  expectation,  they  will  no 
longer  be  reduced  to  mere  conjecture  for  the  choice  of  another; 
for  they  know  that  it  must  be  of  a  certain  odylo-chemical  cha- 
racter, and  the  odylo-chemical  substances  corresponding  to  the 
electro- chemical,  they  have,  as  I  have  shewn  in  No.  7,  a  copious 
and  scientifically  arranged  series  at  their  service,  from  which  to 
select  with  this  confidence,  that  as  they  are  all  of  the  proper 
polarity  none  of  them  can  do  harm,  while  one  or  other  of  them 
must  certainly  be  efPective.     The  intensity  of  their  respective 
forces  declines  by  a  regular  and  well  ascertained  gradation,  from 
Oxygen  downwards  in  the  one  class,  from  Potassium  in  the 
other.     The  different  degrees  of  intensity  as  well  as  the  different 
natures  of  the  substances  themselves,  may  act  differently  on 
different  idiosyncracies ;  and  some  medicines  may  afford  greater 
facihty  than  others  for  the  development  of  odyle,  irrespectively 
of  their  relative  intensities,  when  submitted  to   the  chemicd 
action  of  the  human  body.    Again :  as  it  has  been  demonstrated 
by  the  experiments  of  Beichenbach,  that  the  odylic  current  in 
the  human  body  rises  and  falls  at  certain  periods  of  the  day, 
twice  within  the  twenty-four  hours,  the  practitioner  knowing 
that  his  process  depends  upon  the  law  of  odylo-magnetism,  will 
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time  the  exhibition  of  his  doses  so  as  to  meet  the  current  on  its 
rise,  and  profit-by  its  periodic  activity.^ 

44.  Upon  the  whole,  and  lastly,  methinks  I  shall  have 
achieved  something,  if  I  do  no  more  than  persuade  the  pro- 
fessors of  homoeopathy  to  give  their  science  a  more  appropriate 
name.  Names  are  important,  because  they  are  or  ought  to  be, 
definitions.  Homoeopathy  is  odylo-magnetism.  The  specific 
action  of  the  dmg,  on  which  they  have  founded  their  nomen- 
clatare,  performing  no  part  in  the  curative  process,  but,  on  the 

*  Here,  we  omnot  but  be  Btmek  with  the  analogy  between  this  discoreiy  of 
Beichenbach,  and  Uiat  of  Dr.  Laycock  and  Messrs.  Quetelet,  Schwann  and 
Sehweiz,  of  periodical  intennons  and  remissions  of  the  electric  fluid  in  the  at- 
moaphere,  coined  with  corresponding  motions  of  the  barometer.  The  electric 
tennoos  are  said  to  attain  to  their  mazimom  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours, 
between  mghtandteninthe  morning,  andagain  between  eight  and  ten  in  the 
evening ;  the  Tery  hours  at  which  Beichenbach  found  the  odylic  current  to 
be  at  its  height  in  the  human  body.  These  phenomena,  without  and  within, 
may,  I  think,  easily  be  reooncUed  with  one  another.  Electricity,  by  No.  4, 
excites  odyle.  It  sets  fiee  the  odyle  of  the  atmospherei  and  **  a  body,"  says 
Beichenbach,  **  in  which  true  odyle  is  developed,  can  excite  in  another  body  a 
fldmilar  odylic  state."  The  electric  tension  in  the  atmospheric  current  would 
therefore  naturally  cause  a  corresponding  excitement  of  the  odylic  current  in 
the  human  and  other  organic  bodies :  **  Even  the  electrical  atmosphere  can, 
at  very  considerable  distances,"  says  Beichenbach,  "  set  in  motion  the  new 
fofoe."  And  this  excitement  of  the  odylic  current  would,  by  its  peculiar 
action  on  the  living  nerve  (see  Nos.  14  and  86),  produce  certain  physical 
effects  analogous  to  health  and  disease  (see  No.  23).  Accordingly,  the  very 
eflbcts  are  mentioned  by  the  authors  I  allude  to,  as  taking  place  synchronically 
with  the  electric  tension.  "  It  is  very  remarkable,"  they  say,  "  that  these 
periods  also  mark  the  occurrence  of  certain  organic  phssnoraena,  such  as  the 
beginning  and  cooolusion  of  the  exacerbation  of  fevers,  the  beginning  and  con- 
duaifm  of  excitement  in  the  insane,  the  greatest  excitability  in  the  circulation," 
Ac  (see  *' Periodicity  of  Vital  Phssnomena,"  Chambert^  Edinburgh  Journal 
lor  Sept.  1S44,  p.  185.)  It  is  not  the  electricity,  per  «e,  we  may  confidently 
ooDclude,  but  the  odyUc  activity  it  excites  that  produces  these  organic  phasno- 
mena,  and  then,  as  I  said,  the  two  discoveries  harmonise,  and  mutually  iUus- 
trate  each  other.  They  are,  in  fact,  the  corresponding  halves  of  one  whole 
phamomenoD.  And  this  remarkable  coincidence  in  general  tends,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  to  oonfinn  tiie  whole  of  Beichenbach'a  iiyftem ;  for  it  upholds  the  main 
principle  of  it,  namely,  the  peculiar  qtecific  action  of  odyle  on  the  living  nerve, 
and  Its  consequent  connexion  with  the  spring!  of  life,  and  with  the  phsnomena 
of  health  and  disease.  Beichenbach,  like  all  the  great  discoverers  who  have 
praoeded  him,  has  to  contend  with  the  hostility  of  prejudice.  Every  new 
disooveiy  is  looked  upon  by  the  professors  of  the  science  to  which  it  belongrg 
with  JeakNury ;  by  some  with  malevolence  and  aversion.    Poor  human  nature  I 
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coDtrary,  when  it  produces  its  own  proper  eflfect,  increasing  the 
disease,  it  is  clear  that  the  term  homceopathy  is,  in  fact,  rather  a 
lihel  than  a  true  definitive  term.  I  would  propose  homoeopolar- 
odylism,  or,  for  the  sake  of  hrevity,  Homoeodylism.  I  will  only 
add,  that  the  facts  on  which  I  have  founded  my  argument  in 
this  paper  are  all  taken  from  Baron  Von  Beichenhach  s  work 
on  magnetism.  I  have  done  no  more  than  make  the  application 
of  them  to  my  suhject. 

P.P. 
7/A  September,  1850. 

[We  think  good  may  arise  from  the  publication  of  the  difierent 
ways  in  which  scientific  discoveries  strike  the  minds  of  different 
reflecting  individuals,  and  truths  may  be  brought  home  to  dif- 
ferent people  in  different  ways. 

But  we  would  recommend  our  author  to  examine  a  little  further 
into  the  literature  of  homoeopathy.  He  will  find  there  that  the 
polarity  explanation  is  nothing  new;  and  if  it  has  not  been 
given  in  exactly  the  same  form  as  his,  yet  he  will  find  that  the 
German  Homoeopathic  Journals  are  full  of  articles  on  the  subject; 
nay,  it  has  even  been  harped  on,  we  may  say,  to  the  exclusion 
of  more  useful  practical  matter.  Again :  as  to  the  explanation 
of  homoeopathic  remedies  acting  therapeutically  by  antipathy, 
or  antagonism,  though  physiologically  by  similarity,  if  he  had 
read  only  a  few  numbers  of  this  journal,  he  would  have  found 
that  he  was  not  singular  in  that^  as  we  have  taken  every  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  that  such  was  also  Fletcher's  opinion. 

We  would  recommend  him  to  study  "  Fletcher's  Rudiments  of 
Physiology,"  and  more  especially  the  chapter  on  life,  for  it  is 
essential  to  have  clear  notions  on  that  subject  before  venturing 
to  attempt  any  explanation  of  vital  pheenomena.  We  think,  by  a 
careful  perusal  of  that  chapter,  he  will  agree  with  us  in  adopting 
the  views  there  set  forth  with  unexampled  clearness  and  preci- 
sion. 

He  will  there  find  that  life  is  not  a  force  at  all,  but  an  action, 
resulting  firom  the  operation  of  two  conditions — a  stimulus  on 
the  one  hand^  and  a  susceptibility  on  the  other.  All  those  agents^ 
such  as  light,  electricity,  magnetism,  odyle^  &c,,  can  merely  act 
as  stimuli;  odyle  is  only  one  of  these,  and,  no  doubt,  plays  a  part, 
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bat  only  a  part,  in  vital  actions  which  must  not  be  exaggerated. 
At  present  it  looms  large  in  the  ey^  of  the  scientific  world,  being 
new,  just  as  galvanism  once  did,  but  time  will  bring  it  to  its 
proper  level,  which  will  be,  we  venture  to  afi&im,  quite  a  subor- 
dinate one. 

Our  author  s  explanation  also  halts  grievously,  and,  we  fear, 
irremediably  on  the  very  threshold,  for  he  telh  us  that  homoeo- 
pathic medicines  cure  by  restoring  the  odylic  equilibrium  in 
virtae  of  the  odylic  force  of  the  opposite  poles  they  carry,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  they  also  carry  their  peculiar  specific  power ; 
the  sole  action  he  finds  for  this  pecuUar  specific  power  is  to  pro- 
dnce  the  aggravation,  which  is  not  desired  nor  needed,  and, 
therefore,  the  dose  must  be  as  small  as  possible;  in  fact,  it 
plays  the  part  of  the  fly  on  the  chariot  wheel.    We  think  fur- 
ther investigation  will  reverse  the  position  of  these  forces.     Tn 
&ct»  our  author  falls  into  the  error  of  John  Brown,  who  attri- 
Imied  all  vital  changes  to  the  modification  of  the  amount  of 
fitimulas  and  irritability,  and  regarded  quantity  alone,  speaking 
of  them  both  as  common  properties.     Now,  the  vast  change 
piodnoed  by  Hahnemann  among  practical  men,  and  Fletcher 
among  physiologists,  is  keeping  in  prominent  view  the  specific 
character  of  the  varieties  of  susceptibility  and  kinds  of  stimuli 
and  the  vital  actions  thus  produced.  Odyle  is  a  common  stimulus, 
t.  e.  common  to  a  great  variety  of  states,  and  if  its  polar  influence 
were  aU  that  was  wanted,  what  need  of  all  our  laborious  in- 
vestigation of  the  specific  properties  of  drugs  to  their  fineM  shades  ? 
In  £act,  all  that  is  peculiar  to  homoeopathy  would  be  thrown 
overboard  by  any  such  an  explanation.    The  real  fact  remains,  we 
doubt  not,  diat  homcaopathio  cures  take  place  by  the  antipathic 
action  on  the  diseased  tissues  of  a  specific  stimulus  that  would 
cause  a  similar  disease  in  the  healthy  tissue,  and  the  concomitant 
odylic  action  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.     Whether 
odyle  may  be  used  as  an  auxiliary  to  homoeopathic  treatment, 
or  even  as  an  independent  homoeopathic  remedy  is  another  and 
quite  a  diflTerent  question. 

Matteuoci  gives  one  a  difierent  idea  of  the  importance  of 
odyle  firom  our  author.  According  to  the  researches  of  that 
plulosopher.  Heat,  electricity,  gravitation,  magnetism,  and  other 

physioal  agents,  play  a  certain,  but  always  subordinate,  part  in 

c  2 
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the  vital  eoonomy,  and  many  of  these  forces  are  the  direct  pro- 
duct of  vital  action,  produced  and  used  for  its  own  purposes, 
whilst  others  are  often  only  concomitant  phenomena,  so  that  the 
living  body  is  only  a  recipient,  or  conductor  of  them,  like  dead 
matter,  without  their  having  any  particular  bearing  on  the  vital 
functions.  The  exact  position  of  odyle  cannot  yet  be  determined, 
but,  doubtless,  it  \^  not  more  important  than  the  powerful  stimuli 
abeady  mentioned,  and,  assuredly,  it  can  have  no  more  claim 
than  any  of  these  common  stimuli  to  explun  the  action  of 
peculiar  independent  specific  stimuli. — ^Editors.] 


ON   UTERINE   DISEASES. 

By  Henry  B.  Madden,  M.D. 

[Read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Congress^  Sept.  ISth,  1850.] 

There  is  perhaps  no  class  of  diseases  concerning  which  the 
views  of  the  profession  have  undergone  so  complete  a  revolu- 
tion, within  a  comparativdy  short  period,  as  that  to  which  I  am 
now  about  to  draw  your  attention.  Prior  to  the  appearance  of 
the  well  known  work,  "  On  the  Diseases  of  Females  which  are 
attended  by  Discharges,"  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Charles  Clarke,  in 
the  year  1814,  the  medical  men  of  Great  Britain  appear  to  have 
been  in  almost  mid-night  darkness  respecting  the  true  nature  of 
this  most  common  source  of  delicacy  among  females ;  and  sub- 
sequent to  the  advance  in  knowledge  attributable  to  the  above 
work,  but  little  real  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  until 
about  1843,  when  Professor  Simpson  startled  the  profession  by 
his  bold  advances  upon  the  almost  untrodden  field  of  uterine 
diagnosis. — It  may  be  well  to  observe  en  ptusant  that  these 
remarks  refer  only  to  Britain,  since  the  advancement  in  the 
knowledge  of  uterine  pathology  in  France  has  been  far  more 
steady  and  progressive  for  many  years  past. — Since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  Midwifery  Professor  of  Edinburgh  however, 
a  most  complete  change  has  occurred  in  the  feelings  of  the  pro- 
fession towards  this  field  of  research.  The  stimulus  given  at 
our  Scottish  University  has  excited  a  deep  and  lasting  interest 
in  the  whole  subject,  and  has  encouraged,  or  called  into  active 
exercise,  so  many  ardent  minds  that  we  now  seem  likely  to  suf- 
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far  firom  an  evil  the  very  opposite  of  that  which  charaoteiized 
the  last  generation  of  practitioners;  and  every  aberration  of 
health  in  the  female  sex  rons  no  small  risk  of  being  at  once 
attributed  to  '  uterine  engorgement/  '  inflammation  of  the  cer- 
vix,' 'retroversion/  or  some  other  metritic  malady,  the  very 
mention  of  which  has  a  '  harrowing  interest '  for  the  poor  suf- 
ferer. This  however  is  an  evil  which  may  be  avoided  by  due 
care  and  circumspection;  and  we  cannot  feel  otherwise  than 
grateful  to  those  who  have  directed  our  special  attention  to  this 
most  interesting  class  of  diseases,  and  who  have  led  the  way  into 
an  entirely  new  field  of  pathological  enquiry.  On  viewing, 
however,  what  has  hitherto  been  done,  the  cautious  and  the 
wary  cannot  avoid  feeling,  that  while  some  advance  has  been 
already  made,  much  more  yet  remains  to  be  achieved ;  and  while 
some  solid  foundation  has  been  laid  whereupon  to  rear  a  useful 
and  practical  pathology,  a  careful  examination  of  the  super- 
structure will  excite  some  doubt  as  to  its  stability  and  endur- 
ance. Time  will  not  permit  me  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  such 
general  remarks,  and  I  must,  accordingly,  advance  without 
further  delay  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  itself. 

To  any  one  who  has  read  much  of  the  recent  literature  of 
uterine  disease,  it  will  at  once  be  apparent  that  any  attempt  to 
touch,  even  in  the  most  sketchy  and  superficial  manner,  upon 
all  the  various  points  of  this  wide-branching  subject,  would 
oocnpy  vastly  more  time  than  can  possibly  be  commanded  on  an 
oocasion  like  the  present.  It  is,  accordingly,  my  purpose  to 
limit  the  following  remarks  almost  exclusively  to  one  portion  of 
this  subject,  which,  however,  is  of  itself  so  extensive  and  im- 
portant as  well  to  merit  all  the  attention  and  time  we  can  devote 
to  it  I  shall  therefore,  at  once,  draw  your  attention  to  the 
consideration  of 

Subacute  and  Chronic  Li/lammation  of  the  Uterine  Tissues, 
and  still  further  to  limit  our  subject,  I  shall  confine  my  obser- 
vations chiefly  to  the  disease  in  its  most  common  form,  namely, 
as  aflfooting  chiefly  the  cervix  uteri,  and  as  limited  to  the  mucous 
membrane  of  that  portion  of  the  genital  apparatus.  Although 
in  the  remarks  with  which  I  opened  up  this  subject,  I  referred 
to  Profiassor  Simpson  as  the  individual  to  whose  labours  I  would 
traoe  the  extraordinary  stimulus  given  to  the  study  of  this  class 
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of  diseaseB  in  Britain,  yet  it  will  appear  from  the  sequel  that 
Dr.  Henry  Bennet,  of  London,  has  done  more  than  any  other 
practitioner  in  this  country  to  advance  our  knowledge  of  that 
special  form  of  disease  which  we  are  now  considering. 

It  will  facilitate  greatly  our  examination  of  this  subject,  if  I, 
in  the  first  place,  give  a  short  and  rapid  sketch  of  the  views 
which  have  been  progressivdy  advanced  regarding  this  disease 
during  the  last  seven  years.  It  was  in  1848  that  Professor 
Simpson  first  publicly  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profession 
that  instrument  of  diagnosis,  which  is  now  so  well  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Uterine  Sound;  and  he,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
formed his  confreres  that  he  .had  proved,  by  its  means,  that 
flexures  of  the  uterus,  in  place  of  being  conditions  of  rare 
occurrence,  were  among  the  most  firequent  accompaniments  of 
uterine  derangement  Nay,  more,  he  believed  himself  authorized 
in  affirming,  that  these  flexures  were  the  cause  of  very  much,  if 
not  of  aU,  the  distressing  symptoms  under  which  such  patients 
sufiered ;  and  yet  further,  he  added,  that  these  morbid  condi- 
tions admitted  of  a  mechanical  cure,  subsequent  to  which  the 
whole  symptoms  yielded,  and  the  patient  was  restored  to  health. 
To  this  statement  we  may  trace  the  origin  of  what  may  not 
inaptly  be  termed  the  "Mechanical  School"  of  uterine  thera- 
peutics. This  school  has  grown  largely  in  numbers  since  the 
enunciation  of  the  above  related  facts,  and  counts  among  its 
advocates  many  of  the  leading  accoucheurs  of  this  country.  It 
has,  however,  been  vigorously  opposed  by  a  large  number  of  those 
who  have  made  uterine  pathology  their  chief  study.  Neither 
has  this  opposition  been  solely  on  the  part  of  the  conservative 
section  of  our  profession — ^whose  peculiar  prerogative  it  seems 
to  be,  to  exert  all  their  efforts  for  the  purpose  of  impeding  pro- 
gress, or,  as  they  would  themselves  say,  of  putting  a  wholesome 
curb  on  reckless  innovation — ^but  an  equally  energetic  resistance 
to  the  adoption  of  these  mechanical  views  has  been  made  by 
some  of  the  most  ardent  reformers  of  uterine  pathology,  and 
who,  themselves  occupying  a  position  quite  as  far  in  advance  of 
the  mass  of  the  profession  as  the  Edinburgh  professor  and  his 
pupils,  share  equally  with  them  the  opprobrium  of  those  whose 
affections  are  placed  upon  things  as  they  are. 

The  leaders  of  this  second,  or  Inflammatory  School,  as  it 
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migbt  be  termed,  is  Dr.  Henry  Bennet,  of  London,  who,  after 
Btadying  hie  snbject  folly  in  Paris,  has  deyeloped  his  views  in 
the  yery  best  book  of  uterine  diseases  extant  in  this  oonntry,  I 
mean  his  work  on  "  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Appen- 
dages/' published  in  1849. 

Dr.  Bennet  and  his  followers,  unlike  the  eonsenrative  sectipn 
of  the  profession,  fireely  acknowledge  the  importance  of  the 
uterine  sound  as  a  most  useful,  nay,  often  indispensable,  means 
of  diagnosis,  while  they  altogether  differ  from  Dr.  Simpson  in 
their  estimate  of  the  importance  of  those  frequently  occurring 
flexures  of  the  organ,  which  have  become  known  to  the  profes- 
fflon  through  its  instrumentality ;  and  so  &i  from  viewing  them 
as  the  chief  object  of  treatment,  they  aver  that  if  the  inflam- 
matory o(mdition  of  the  uterus  be  subdued,  no  attention  what- 
erer  need  be  paid  to  the  bent  state  of  the  organ,  save  in 
rare  exceptioufd  cases.  This  opinion  they  support  by  the 
declaration,  that  when  the  flexure  is  slight  it  rights  itself  as  the 
organ  resumes  its  healthy  condition ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  flexure  is  not  unbent,  but  remains  stationary,  it  ceases  to 
cause  any  inconvenience  once  the  inflammation  is  entirely  sub- 
dued. We  have  here,  therefore,  another  of  those  frequent  in- 
stanoes  of  a  disease,  wherein  the  most  opposite  opinions  are 
held  and  acted  upon  by  different  practitioners,  and  yet  the 
followers  of  both  methods  of  treatment,  meet  with  a  sufficient 
amount  of  success  to  encourage  them  to  persevere  with  the 
plan  they  have  adopted,  and  uphold  the  accuracy  of  the  opinions 
they  have  propounded  respecting  the  nature  of  the  disease  and 
its  therapeutic  requirements.  In  what  way  are  we  to  explain 
this  apparent  anomaly  ?  Are  we  to  consider  it  is  a  proof  that 
neither  method  of  treatment  does  any  real  good  ?  or,  should 
we  not  rather  examine  the  whole  question  more  closely,  and  see 
whether  the  two  methods  of  treatment  do,  in  their  essence,  differ 
as  much  from  each  other  as  they  at  first  sight  appear  to  do ; 
and  whether  a  rational  explanation  of  their  action  may  not  be 
found,  which  will  equally  account  for  the  success  of  both  ?  This, 
however,  will  be  more  conveniently  considered  when  we  are  en- 
gaged with  the  whole  question  of  treatment. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  lay  before  you  the  various  points 
which  it  appears  to  me  have  been,  more  or  less,  positively 
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established  by  recent  investigators  of  uterine  pathology,  ine- 
speotive  altogether  of  the  school  to  which  the  propoonders  may 
belong ;  for  in  thi%  as  in  most  other  instances,  a  careful  and 
dispassionate  consideration  of  all  the  statements  made  by  each 
party  has  led  me  to  see  that  both  contain  much  that  is  valuable, 
an^  that  the  safest  plan  is  to  keep  clear  of  parties  altogether, 
and  endeavour  to  reap  the  benefits  rendered  available  by  the 
labours  of  each  and  all  of  those  engaged  in  the  investigation. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  facts,  in  a  practical  point 
of  view,  which  has  been  established,  is  that  leucorrhoea  is  an 
invariable  proof  of  an  inflammatory  condition  of  some  part 
of  the  uterine  system.  The  converse  of  this  is  not  indeed  true, 
in  so  far  as  inflammation  of  the  uterus  or  its  appendages  is 
by  no  means  invariably  accompanied  by  leucorrhoea;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  appears  to  have  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  in 
every  case  of  continued  leucorrhoea,  there  exists  more  or  lees 
inflammation  of  one  or  other  of  the  uterine  tissues.  It  is 
curious,  but  not  uninstructive,  to  notice  the  reception  which 
the  declaration  of  the  inflammatory  origin  of  leucorrhoea  met 
with  in  this  country.  The  first  announcement  of  this  doctrine 
in  later  years  which  I  have  met  with,  is  by  M.  Lisfitmc,  in  his 
ClifUque  Chirurgicale,  published  in  1842,  and  reviewed  in  the 
Medico'Chirurgical  Review  for  April,  1843.  In  that  periodical 
we  find  the  following  remarks  (p.  366-7) : — 

**  Zeucorrhcea, — The  following  most  lucid  exposition  of  the  eetiology 
of  this  very  common  complaint  is  given  by  M.  Lisfranc : — '  This  dis- 
ease is  produced  either  by  a  phlegmasia,  or  by  an  irritation,  or  by  n 
injection,  or,  perhaps,  by  a  sanguineous  fluxion,  which  may  exist  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  in  the  vulva,  the  vagina,  the  internal  Bur£nce 
of  the  uterus,  and  the  ovarian  tubes,  whence  arises  a  white  coloured 
discharge.'  We  verily  believe  that,  for  once  that  it  is  owing  to  any 
increased  vascular  action — be  the  name  that  we  give  to  such  a  state 
what  it  may — it  is  in  nmeteen,  or  ninety-nine  cases,  at  least,  depen- 
dent  upon  weakness  and  atony  of  the  vessels  of  the  mucous 
membrane  affected." 

And  a  little  farther  on,  the  reviewer  winds  up  his  remarks  by 
observing — 

*'  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  address  arguments  to  the  FpgHffh  phy- 
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Man  on  Ibis  nbjeel,  m  lerj  few  are  likely  to  be  misled  by  tiiefiuii- 
tMlic  notioiisof  many  coptinenUl  writen.'' 

8acli»  then,  is  the  opinion  of  an  influential  review,  in  I8489 
oonoeming  the  inflammatory  nature  of  leuoorrlKea.  But  what 
says  the  same  Beview,  or,  rather,  its  successor,  the  British 
and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgical  Review y  in  1850  ?  In  speak- 
ing of  Dr.  Bennet's  work  on  *'  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus  and 
its  Appendages,"  we  find  at  page  1 15,  the  following  remarks : — 

**  Among  the  disorders  of  the  female  constitutbn,  there  is  none  so 
frequent,  none  so  much  misunderstood  as  leucorrhoea.  Its  name 
implies  nothing  more  than  an  effect  of  some  pre-existing  disease. 
The  cause  of  that  effect  should  be  enquired  into  and  understood, 
before  we  undertake  its  removal;  yet  the  treatment  formerly  adopted, 
almost  exdusiTely  consisted  in  remedies  to  check  the  discharge; 
every  variety  of  astringent  was  used  for  this  sole  purpose;  and 
^whether  administered  by  the  mouth,  and  taken  into  the  circulation,  or 
mpplied  locally,  the  whole  object  was  to  arrest  the  fluor  albus,  and 
•nothing  more." 

After  referring  to  the  one  step  in  advance,  made  by  Sir  Chas. 
Clarke,  the  reviewer  proceeds — 

**  Such  was  the  state  of  our  ignorance  on  this  class  of  diseases, 
until  within  the  last  few  years; — an  ignorance  which  was  not  the 
result  of  a  careless  attentbn  to  them,  or  of  want  of  acuteness  on  the 
pirt  of  the  obstetric  physician,  but  which  was  inevitable  so  long  as 
&  mode  of  ascertaining  their  character  was  not  adequate  for  the 
purpose.** 

Further  on^  in  the  same  article,  we  meet  with  the  following 
sentence  (p.  182) — 

**  Practitioners  have  considered  these  symptoms  as  purely  func- 
tional ;  and  although  often  embarrassed  to  explain  their  an<xnalous 
diaracter,  or  to  decide  exactly  upon  the  function  that  was  disordered, 
a  local  phlegmasia  was  the  very  last  cause  that  would  have  been  looked 
for  to  unravel  our  entangled  ideas.'* 

NeverUieless,  it  appears  obvious  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
article,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  inflammatory  origin  of  leucor- 
ihosa  commends  itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  reviewer ;  and  in 
the  July  number  of  the  same  periodical,  in  treating  of  Dr.  Tilt  s 
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woik  on  the  ''Diseases  of  Menstniation/'  ve  find>  apparently 
the  same  writer^  remarking  that  the  term  leaoorrhcea 

^  Must  for  the  future  have  a  precise  meaning,  and  be  regarded  ahnost 
entirely  as  symptomatic  of  well-recognised  organic  disease.*' — (p.212.) 

Thus,  it  appears,  that  the  "fantastic  notions"  which  ''axe 
not  likely  to  mislead"  the  English  physician  in  1848,  become 
acknowledged  truths  in  1850.  How  passing  strange,  that  a 
learned  profession  like  that  of  medicine,  should  be  acting  and 
re-acting  the  same  farce  of  ridicule  and  concession,  of  dispa- 
ragement and  adoption,  of  incredulity  and  fiEuth,  respecting 
almost  every  new  fact  which  may  be  presented  to  its  notioe! 

liOt  us  examine,  however,  the  ground  upon  which  this  opinion, 
respecting  the  inflammatory  origin  of  leucorrhoea,  rests.  This  we 
find  to  be  two-fold,  viz.,  experimental  and  deductive. 

Experimentally,  it  has  been  proved  by  examination  of  the 
uterus.  Deductively,  the  results  of  such  examinations  have  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  certain  cases,  evincing  similar  symptoms, 
but  where  no  opportunity  for  examination  was  afforded,  or  where 
there  appeared  no  paramount  necessity  for  the  performance  of  an 
operation  which  must  ever  be  far  from  agreeable  to  the  feelings 
both  of  the  physician  and  his  patient. 

It  is  perfectly  obvious^  that  the  true  nature  of  leucorrhcsa 
would  have  ever  remained  undiscovered  had  not  the  speoa- 
lum  been  extensively  resorted  to  for  its  elucidation.  Sir 
Charles  Clarke  had  already  pointed  out  to  the  profession 
the  importance  of  a  physical  examination  of  the  condition  of 
the  generative  apparatus  in  all  cases  of  leucorrhoea;  but  he 
limited  his  investigations  to  the  data  afforded  by  the  sense  of 
touch,  and  the  profession  soon  found,  that  the  information  thus 
obtained  assisted  them  very  little  more  in  their  treatment  than 
the  symptoms  which  were  related  to  them  by  the  patient,  and 
thus,  except  in  aggravated  or  very  obstinate  cases,  this  mode  of 
investigation  was  employed  only  by  a  few  of  those  who  more 
especially  devoted  their  attention  to  female  diseases ;  and,  as 
a  consequence,  but  little  real  advance  was  made,  either  in  the 
knowledge  or  treatment  of  this  most  common  ailment  When, 
however,  the  speculum  came  into  general  use,  first  in  Paris,  and 
subsequently  in  this  country,  and  an   opportunity  was  thus 
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affoided  for  oairying  oot  the  physioal  exaimiiation  of  the  uterus 
to  a  mueh  fuller  extent,  it  was  very  soon  asoertained,  that  the 
oeryix  and  cervioal  canal,  in  all  cases  of  leuoorrhoea^  presented, 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  certain  alterations  and  morbid  condi- 
tions which  obviously  indicated  the  existence  of  inflammation. 
It  would  be  impossible,  without  altogether  overstepping  the 
ordinary  bounds  of  a  paper  like  the  present,  for  me  to  enter 
fiilly  into  a  description  of  the  natural  condition  of  these  parts, 
as  ascertained  by  the  speculum,  and  the  alterations  and  modifi- 
cations which  they  undergo,  when  afiected  with  inflammation ; 
atin  less  will  it  be  possible  to  show  the  grounds  upon  which 
Dr.  Bennet  bases  his  opinion,  which  limits  the  disease,  in  the 
majority  of  such  cases,  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix. 
Nevertheless,  I  may  briefly  lay  before  you  the  results  of  Dr. 
Bennet's  investigations,  and  more  especially  those  which  I  have 
had  opportunities  of  fully  verifying  in  practice. 

If  a  female,  labouring  under  leucorrhoea,  or  even  decided 
menstrual  derangement,  such  as  dysmenorrhoea,  menorrhagia, 
&c.,  be  examined  by  the  speculum,  one  or  other  of  the  following 
f^pearanoes  will  be  detected : — 

.  1.  The  cervix  uteri  may  appear  perfectly  normal,  smooth,  and 
unctuous,  and  of  its  healthy  pale  flesh  colour,  and  the  os  may 
be  smooth  and  circular,  but  the  cervical  canal  will  be  seen  filled 
ifith  a  transparent  glairy  fluid,  which  is  removed  with  difiBculty, 
by  a  piece  of  lint  or  sponge,  and  which  is  so  viscid  as  to  draw 
out  into  long  threads;  and,  if  this  secretion  be  carefully  re- 
moved, and  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri  carefully  separated,  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  canal  will  be  seen  of  a  bright  red  colour,  very 
much  deeper  than  the  surrounding  mucous  membrane  of  the 
cervix,  and  resembling  gready  the  appearance  of  a  pretty  large 
bronchial  tube  in  a  case  of  acute  bronchitis.  If  the  uterine 
sound  be  passed  along  the  canal,  it  frequently,  though  by  no 
means  always,*  causes  considerable  pain,  and  is  still  more  fire- 
quendy  followed  by  an  oozing  of  blood  bom  the  inflamed  mem- 
brane. This  is  the  mildest  form  of  the  disease,  and  may  be 
termed  the  first  stage  of  cervico' metritis,  by  which  name  we 
can*distingnish  die  disease  when  confined  to  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  from  the  general  disease  of  chronic  metritis  with  which 
it  is  («dinarily  confounded. 
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2.  One  step  in  advance  of  this,  at  least  as  regards  the  severity 
of  the  pathological  modifications  of  the  part,  is  when  the  os 
nteri  is  dilated,  and  more  or  less  transverse,  or  oval  in  place  of 
circular:   this  change   varying  from  a  slightly  oval  form  of 
aperture,  to  that  of  an  irregular  gaping  slit    In  this  case,  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  cervical  canal  is  generally  found  to  be 
more  or  less  excoriated,  and  the  inflammatory  redness  extends 
beyond  the  orifice,  and  spreads  slightly  over  the  lips  of  the 
cervix ;  the  secretion,  in  such  a  case,  may  be  entirely  of  the 
glairy  character  above  described,  but  it  is  more  frequently  either 
milky  or,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  mingled  >vith  muco-pus. 
The  dilatation  of  the  cervical  canal,  in  these  cases,  is  a  symptom 
of  great  importance,  since  Dr.  Bennet  has  brought  forward 
numerous  arguments  to  prove  that  the  extent  of  this  dilatation 
marks  accurately  the  extent  of  the  inflammation,  that  is  to  say, 
when  the  dilatation  only  extends  part  of  the  way  up  the  cervical 
canal,  we  may  conclude,  that  to  this  extent  only  has  the  inflam- 
mation advanced.     Or,  again :  if  the  dilatation  only  reaches  to 
the  08  uteri  intemum,lesLYing  the  co-arctation  at  this  point  in  its 
normal  condition,  we  may  then  conclude  that  the  disease  is 
limited  to  the  canal  of  the  cervix,  and  that  the  interior  of  the 
uterus  remains  unaffected. 

8.  Ulceration,  more  or  less  extensive,  of  the  lips  of  the  uterus 
constitutes  a  third  stage  in  the  severity  of  this  disease.  In 
strict  language,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  better  to  call  these  "  gra- 
nulated abrasions"  than  ulcers,  seeing  that  they  seldom  present 
any  excavation,  and  but  rarely  do  the  granulations  project  above 
the  general  level  of  the  surface.  Uterine  pathologists  have 
spoken  of  several  different  kinds  of  ulcer  as  occurring  in  this 
region,  but,  for  practical  purposes,  three  varieties  only  require 
to  be  noticed,  viz.,  the  simple,  which  I  have  just  described;  the 
syphilitic,  which,  according  to  Dr.  Bennet,  is  of  much  rarer 
occurrence  than  is  generally  supposed;  and  the  phagedenic, 
which  is  a  much  graver  disease,  is  of  by  no  means  frequent 
occurrence,  and  is  most  usually  associated  with  cancer,  or  some 
other  malignant  disease  of  the  uterine  tissues.  These  two 
latter  varieties  will  not  be  examined  or  discussed  in  the  present 
paper. 

4.  A  fourth  stage  of  severity  may  be  noted,  when,  in  oonse- 
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qnenoe  of  the  inflamination  affidoting  the  deeper  tissoes  of  the 
uterine  neek,  there  has  ocooned  more  or  less  extensive  mfiltra- 
tion  into  the  eeUnkr  tiaane,  and  consequent  enlargement  of  this 
organ,  giving  rise  to  induration  and  irregularity  of  the  oerviz» 
which  may  or  may  not  be  accompanied  by  ulceration.  This 
induration  has  often  led  medical  men  to  give  a  very  unfavoura- 
ble prognosis  of  a  case,  and  to  suspect  the  existence  of  scbirrus; 
it  is  of  great  importance,  therefore,  that  we  should  bear  in  mind 
the  characteristics  by  which  simple  inflammatory  induration  may 
be  distinguished  firom  the  graver  malady.  Dr.  Bennet  describes 
these  yery  well,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  work  on  "  Uterine 
Inflammation/'    He  remarks  at  p.  129,  speaking  of  Cancer : — 

<<  In  die  first  stage  of  the  disease,  the  uterine  neck  becomes  very 
hard,  the  indurated  tissue  being  irregular  in  its  surface,  lobulated, 
presenting  shot-like  tubercles.  It  is  not,  however,  the  hardness  of 
the  diseased  cervix  which  indicates  the  invasion  of  cancer,  for,  as  we 
have  seen,  cases  of  non-malignant  inflammation  may  be  followed  by 
stony  hardness  of  the  organ,  or  a  part  of  it,  but  the  irregularity  of 
the  hardened  surface,  and  the  existence  of  tubercles,  which  project 
here  and  there." 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  every  irregularity  of 
the  indurated  portions  is  a  proof  of  the  cancerous  character  of 
the  affection,  for,  on  the  contrary,  when  this  disease  occurs,  as  it 
v^  frequently  does,  in  women  who  have  had  large  families, 
we  very  often  find  the  surfisice  of  the  uterine  neck  irregular 
and  lobulated,  and  some  of  the  lobules  may  be  indurated  to  a 
degree  of  hardness  almost,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  that  existing 
in  the  first  stage  of  cancer.  A  careful  examination  of  such  a 
case,  however,  vrill  show  that  while  the  diseased  part,  considered 
as  a  whole,  is,  indeed,  lobulated,  or  rather  divided  into  segments 
by  fissures,  each  lobule  is  smooth  and  regular,  and  there  are 
none  of  those  characteristic  tubercles  projecting  firom  its  sur- 
&ce  to  which  Dr.  Bennet  refers. 

Another  important  point  to  notice  is,  that  since  the  fissures, 
in  the  non-malignant  disease,  are  invariably  the  fissures  so  well- 
known  to  accoucheurs,  as  occurring  after  severe  labours  or  mis- 
carriages, and  which  always  radiate  firom  the  os  uteri  towards 
the  exterior  of  the  labia  uteri,  so  in  these  cases  "  the  fissures 
which  separate  the  lobes  radiate  round  the  cavity  of  the  os  as  a 
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centre,  which  is  not  the  case  in  canceroos  tumours." — {Bennett 
Utedii.p.  180.) 

5.  Hitherto  I  have  been  describing  the  disease  as  confined  to 
the  cervix  uteri  and  its  canal ;  unfortunately,  however,  both  fi.*r 
the  patient  and  the  physician,  this  is  by  no  means  always  the  case; 
for  while  I  feel  disposed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  agree  with  Dr. 
Bennet  in  his  views,  respecting  the  infinitely  greater  firequency 
of  inflanmiation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervical  canal, 
than  of  true  endo^tnetritis,  it  is  most  obvious  that  chronic 
metritis,  especially  as  affecting  certain  portions  only  of  the  bo<ly 
of  the  uterus,  is  a  disease  of  extreme  firequency,  and  proves  the 
cause  of  much  discomfort  and  fbnotional  distress  to  the  patient. 

In  discussing  this  subject,  I  feel  that  I  must,  of  necessity, 
pass  over  much  which  might  be  interesting  and  not  without  its 
value,  but  the  necessity  for  keeping  my  remarks  within  coii- 
yenient  limits  will  render  such  a  course  imperative.  I  shall 
accordingly  confine  myself  almost  entirely  to  the  development 
of  the  results  which  have  been  arrived  at  by  myself  and  various 
investigators,  without  detailing  th^  controversial  process  through 
which  each  of  these  results  has  passed  ere  it  could  be  admitted 
as  proved,  or  even  rendered  highly  probable. 

When  the  uterus  becomes  congested,  it  of  course  increases 
in  bulk  and  weight,  and  being  a  floating  organ,  it  sinks  down 
more  or  less,  into  the  pelvis.  The  mobility  of  this  organ  is 
vastly  greater  than  one  would  suppose ;  thus  M.  Lisfranc  states, 
that  it  can  descend  one  or  two  inches  in  the  act  of  defecation, 
and  I  have  myself  little  doubt  but  his  statement  is  correct. 
When  the  uterus  descends  in  the  pelvis,  as  for  example,  at  each 
successive  menstrual  period,  and  still  more  at  the  commence- 
ment of  pregnancy,  it  follows  the  well  known  cdrvilinear  direction 
of  the  pelvic  axis,  and  in  so  doing  it  does  not  exercise  any 
unequal  pressure  upon  the  surrounding  organs,  and  accordingly 
unless  the  descent,  or  prolapsus,  is  to  a  considerable  extent,  it 
causes  little  or  no  discomfort  to  the  patient  beyond  a  sense  of 
weight.  In  order,  however,  that  the  uterus  should  thus  descend 
in  the  direct  line  of  the  pelvic  axis,  it  is  obvious  that  its  increase 
of  bulk  and  weight  must  be  perfectly  uniform-r-because,  as  it  is 
a  floating  organ,  and  can  move  in  many  other  directions,  as  well 
as  downi^ards,  it  follows,  that'  if  the  merease  of  bulk  be  partial. 
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the  pontJon  of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  wbole  orgn  will  be 
altered,  and  in  {oiling  downwards  it  will  also  fall  either  forwards, 
backwaida,  or  towards  one  aide,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
preponderating  weight 

This  accordingly  happens  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases, 
oiling  to  the  fact,  now  diadnctly  proved,  that  the  ntema  is  more 
frequently  affected  with  partial  than  general  metritia,  and  that, 
in  oonseqnenoe,  one  or  othra  of  its  walls  becomes  proportionably 
the  heavier.  Of  the  two  walls  it  is  generally  supposed  that  the 
posterior  is  the  more  frequently  affected,  and  certainly  my  ex- 
perience would  go  to  oorroborate  this;  nevertheless  the  more 
extended  experience  of  Professor  Simpeoo  would  lead  to  the 
ooQclnmon,  that  the  affecUons  of  the  two  walla  are  almost  equally 
common,  since  he  speaks  of  aniiveision  of  the  utems  being 
"  almost  equally  common"  with  letroversioo,  and  these  condi- 
tions are,  I  behove,  capable  of  being  demonstrated  as  the  results 
of  partial  inflammation  and  sabsequent  enlargement  of  the 
ntems. 

Bearing  in  mind  what  I  have  already  said  respectiitg  the  in- 
flneoce  of  irregular  enlargement  on  the  positloa  of  the  nteros 
when  descending  from  its  increased  weight,  let  us  follow  the 
progress  of  a  uterus  wherein  the  posterior  wall  has  become  en- 
larged, owing  to  chronio  metritis.     The  uterus,  in  this  instaoo^ 
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will  not  follow  the  diieot  kxIb  of  the  pelviB,  but  vill  be  tilted 
baokwards,  and  thna  asaume  the  form  lepresented  in  figure  i  of 
the  oooompanying  diagram — ixx  fandua  pressing  against  the 
rectam,  and  the  oerrix  tilted  forwards  in  the  direction  of  the 
pubis.  Matters,  however,  do  not  long  remain  in  this  positioii, 
for  the  fundus  now  presong  and  cauong  mechanical  contraotioa 
of  the  calibre  of  the  rectam,  an  obstacle  is  offered  to  the  descent 
of  the  feces,  which  accordingly  accumulate  to  a  certain  extent 
above  tlie  obstruction,  aod  then,  when  carried  forward,  have  a 
tendency  to  carry  the  uterus  along  with  them ;  and  this  process 
being  continnally  repeated,  tbe  uteras  gradually  assumes  the 
mal-position  figured  in  Noe.  b  and  6  of  the  diagram,  and  which 
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constitute  different  degrees  of  well  marked  retroflexion.  On 
examining  these  two  figures,  you  will  observe  one  or  two  circom- 
stancea  well  deserving  of  attention:  fur  es&mple,  in  figure  6, 
the  fingar  passed  along  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina, 
will  not  detect  the  fiindus  uteri,  but  will  come  in  contact 
with  the  engorged  part  of  the  posterior  wall,  and  will  feel 
this,  projecting  like  a  knuckle,  immediately  behind  the  point 
where  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix  is  reflected  on  to  the . 
posterior  wall  of  the  vagina — and  this  projection  will  be  found 
very  tender  to  the  touch  in  many  cases.  This  projection  has 
been  repeatedly  mistaken  for  tumour,  pelvic  abscess,  &c.,  and, 
more  recently,  by  some  of  d»  ibllowere  of  Dr.  Simpson,  for 
the  fundus.  A  careful  examination,  however,  with  the  uterine 
sound,  reveals  its  true  nature ;  for  if  the  finger  be  kept  in  con- 
tact with  it,  and  the  aonnd  be  introduced,  it  will  be  found  to  pass 
over,  without  entaing,  this  projection ;  and  when  the  uterus  is 
replaced  in  its  normal  position,  by  revolring  the  sound,   this 
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piojeotion  is  carried  forwards  and  upwards,  and  by  the  stretohing 
of  the  posterior  wall,  conseqaent  on  the  re-a^ostment^  it,  in 
many  oases,  altogether  disappears.  In  cases  where  the  retrover- 
Bion  18  greater  than  at  Fig.  6,  however,  the  fandos  uteri  can  he 
distinctly  fidt  through  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  and,  on 
examining  with  the  sound,  the  instrument  is  felt  to  enter  the 
tumour,  which,  in  its  turn,  entirely  disappears,  when  the  instru- 
ment IS  turned  round. 

In  the  case  of  the  anterior  wall  being  engorged,  an  opposite 
aeries  of  changes  are  set  on  foot,  but  owing  to  the  much  greater 
dasticity  and  pliability  of  the  cervix,  which  is  the  part  that  in 
this  case  presses  against  the  rectum,  and  owing  to  the  steady 
Boi^KMrt  afforded  to  the  fundus  when  tilted  forwards  by  the 
bladder  and  its  ligaments,  we  much  less  firequendy  meet  with 
etses  of  antiversion  where  the  flexure  of  the  organ  is  by  any 
means  so  great  as  that  which  accompanies  the  bending  of  the 
organ  backwards. 

Such  I  believe  to  be  the  series  of  changes  which  occur  in 
oonseq[ii6Doe  of  partial  engorgement  of  the  uterus,  owing  to  the 
ensteaoe  of  chronic  metritis;  and  it  is  in  this  manner,  I  believe, 
that  the  very  common  flexures  of  this  organ,  which  the  uterine 
Sound  has  revealed  to  us,  are  produced.    I  am  well  aware  that 
other  and  very  different  explanations  of  the  cause  and  manner 
of  production  of  these  flexures  have  been  brought  before  the 
profession,  but  no  explanation  which  I  have  met  with,  except 
Uie  preceding,  appears  to  harmonize  with  all  the  facts  revealed 
to  OS  by  practice.    Thus,  Mr.  Joseph  Bell,  of  Glasgow,  in  an 
Excellent  and  ingenious  paper,  on  the  displacements  of  the  unim- 
^regnmted  uterus,  which  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Journal  of 
Jfedical  Scieneet  for  September,  1848,  after  speaking  of  con- 
gestion and  enlargement  of  the  uterus  giving  rise  to  displace- 
^nent,  asserts  that  if  either  wall  of  the  uterus  be  hypertrophied 
or  atrophied,  curvature  must  occur,  since  the  largest  wall  must 
also  be  the  bmgeit,  and  the  two  being  united  together  the  longer 
^will,  of  necessity,  become  convex.    The  great  objection  to  this 
proposition,  however,  is  the  undeniable  fact,  that  in  retroversion 
the  posterior  wall  is  felt  to  be  enlarged  and  tender,  whereas, 
according  to  Mr.  Bell's  theory,  it  should  be  either  healthy  or 
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atrophied.  Again:  Professor  Simpson  remarks,  in  his  essay  on 
"  Betroversion,"  which  appeared  in  the  Dublin  Quarterly  Jour- 
nal of  Medical  Science  for  May,  1848,  that — "  in  a  large  pro- 
portion of  cases,  the  retroverted  uterus  is  in  no  degree  enlarged 
or  increased  in  volume,  hut  natural  in  size."  Now,  while  there 
are  certainly  many  cases  in  which  the  normal  length  of  the 
uterine  cavity  is  not  increased,  yet,  in  a  very  large  number  of 
such  cases,  we  find  tenderness  and  other  symptoms  of  engorge- 
ment of  the  posterior  wall,  and  all  experience  tells  us  that  where 
there  is  engorgement  there  is,  at  the  same  time,  increase  of  bulk 
and  weight  Moreover,  in  chronic  cases  it  is  perfectly  con- 
ceivable that  the  organ,  once  fully  bent,  should  retedn  its  abnor- 
mal position  even  after  all  trace  of  engorgement  has  disap- 
peared. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  uterine  flexures,  I  must  guard 
those  who  make  use  of  the  sound  against  a  by  no  means  unfire- 
quent  cause  of  error  in  diagnosis,  whereby  retroversion  is  apt  to 
be  made  out  a  much  more  frequent  disease  than  it  really  is.  On 
referring  to  the  diagram  it  will  be  seen  that  in  simple  prolapse, 
without  torsion,  when  the  uterus  has  assumed  the  position  indi- 
cated by  figure  3,  if  one  attempted  to  introduce  the  sound,  its 
point  must  be  directly  backwards,  and  this  being  the  case,  the 
mobility  of  the  uterus  at  all  times  admitting  of  considerable  change 
of  position  by  pressure,  &c.,  it  will  often  be  impossible  to  judge 
whether  the  whole  organ  be  simply  inclined  backwards,  or  is 
really  more  or  less  bent  upon  itself,  and  in  this  way,  I  feel 
assured,  that  many  cases  of  simple  prolapse  are  considered  to  be 
cases  of  slight  retroversion. 

Symptomatology. 

We  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  most  important, 
and  yet,  alas !  the  most  unsatisfactory  part  of  our  inquiry,  viz., 
the  symptoms  by  which  the  above  lesions  can  be  detected.  All 
my  experience  has  led  me  fully  to  appreciate  the  truth  of  Pro- 
fessor Simpson's  statement  made  in  1848,  to  the  following 
efiect : — "  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  there  seema 
to  be  no  organ  in  which  there  is  a  less  strict  relation  observ- 
able between  the  intensity  and  character  of  the  existing  pa- 
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thologioal    disease,  and    the   intensity  and  character   of  the 
accompanying  symptoms,  or  between  the  exact  nature  of  the 
stmctoral  lesio&s  that  are  present,  and  the  exact  combination 
and   snccession  of  Amctional  derangements   to  which    they 
give  rise."*      And  again,   in  1848,  in  the  paper  already  re- 
ferred to,  he  remarks : — "  In  nterine  disease,  as  in  pregnancy, 
the  same  specific  affection  of  the   organ   excites   sometimes 
very  different  phenomena  in  different  cases;    and  the  same 
Bpeoiflo  phenomena  frequently  result  from   affections  of  the 
organ  which  are  entirely  at  variance  with  each  other  in  their 
pathological  character,  in  their  course,  and  in  the  treatment 
reqmred."t    In  the  disease  under  our  consideration  for  ex- 
ample, I  have  met  with  the  greatest  possible  variety  in  the 
symptoms  complained  o^  where  a  physical  examination  revealed 
the  greatest  possible  correspondence  between  the  pathological 
conditions  of  the  various  cases ;  I  have  found  enlargement  and 
^ulceration  of  the  cervix  uteri  in  a  case  examined  for  another 
purpose,  and  where  there  was  no  detectable  aberration  from 
Tobust  health.     I  have  found  the  slightest  of  all  the  forms  of 
disease  mentioned  above,  i.  e.,  the  first  stage  of  cervico-metritis, 
(viiU  p.  27,)  where  the  constitutional  disturbance  was  very 
iprave,  and  the  symptoms  had  continued  a  long  time ;  and  lastly, 
I  have  known  the  symptoms  to  connect  themselves  as  com- 
pletely with  some  distant  organ,  as  the  head,  the  stomach,  the 
heart,  the  mamma,  or  the  extremities,  that  indirect  causes  alone 
led  me  to  suspect  the  uterine  complication ;  and  yet  in  all  these 
varieties  (save  the  first  case,  which  was  not  treated)  such  a 
marked  improvement  followed  the  cure  of  the  uterine  affection, 
as  to  leave  little  doubt  respecting  the  important  part  it  played 
in  each.    It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  from  the  above 
remarks,  that  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  we  possess  no 
criteria  in  the  form  of  symptoms  by  which  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
bable or  positive  presence  of  uterine  disease  in  any  given  case, 
but  rather  that  we  cannot  determine,  fi^m  an  examination  of 
the  subjective  symptoms,  as  to  the  exact  nature  or  intensity  of 
the  uterine  affection.    In  a  large  majority  of  cases  there  is  but 
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little  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  ex- 
istence of  uterine  disease,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  is  very 
hazardous  to  risk  one's  accuracy  of  diagnosis^  by  attempting  to 
decide  upon  the  exact  nature  and  extent  of  the  affection  until 
the  case  has  been  submitted  to  a  rigid  local  examination.  It 
is  only  by  means  of  the  speculum  and  a  digital  examination, 
that  we  can  obtain  that  precise  information  which  is  essential 
ere  we  can  prognosticate  the  probable  result  of  the  case,  or,  as 
we  shall  see  presently,  ere  we  can  determine  the  course  of  treat- 
ment which  offers  the  best  chance  of  success.  When  speaking 
of  the  pathology  of  this  disease,  I  should  have  observed  that 
it  occurs  with  not  very  unequal  frequency  in  the  single  or 
married,  and  in  the  latter,  whether  they  have  had  families  or 
not ;  the  disease  presents  very  nearly  the  same  character  in  all 
the  three  classes  of  patients,  and  calls  for  pretty  much  the  same 
treatment  in  each.  As,  however,  any  examination  of  the  uterus 
in  the  unmarried  female,  and  more  especially  when  the  speculum 
requires  to  be  used,  is  far  too  serious  an  operation  to  be  un- 
warrantably proposed,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  a  medical 
man  should  be  fully  convinced  of  its  absolute  necessity  ere  he 
ventures  to  have  recourse  to  such  an  expedient,  or  even  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  its  adoption.  It  is  impossible  to  lay  down 
any  rule  upon  this  subject  which  will  apply  to  all  cases,  but  I 
may  safely  observe  in  a  general  way,  that  it  will  be  rarely  found 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  such  a  proceeding  when  a  case 
first  presents  itself  for  treatment  But  if  the  diligent  employ- 
ment of  general  means  do  not  effect  the  desired  relief,  this  yery 
want  of  success  will  afford  a  good  foundation  on  which  to  ground 
our  arguments  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  local  investigation. 

Professor  Simpson,  in  his  paper  on  retroversion,  gives  a  yery 
clear  and  concise  summary  of  the  symptoms  attending  that  dis- 
ease, which  are,  however,  so  precisely  similar  to  those  accompa- 
nying many  other  non-malignant  diseases  of  the  uterus,  that» 
with  the  exception  of  those  produced  by  the  direct  mechanical 
action  of  the  misplaced  organ,  the  description  will  prove  equally 
apposite  to  the  more  comprehensive  class  of  diseases  embraced 
by  this  paper.  Dr.  Simpson  remarks, — "  In  retroversion,  as  in 
other  morbid  conditions  and  diseases  of  the   unimpregnated 
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Qterns,  the  aocompanying  sympathetio  derangements  or  symp- 
toms are,  when  diey  are  well  and  highly  marked,  more  or  less 
perfect  imitations  of  the  secondary  phenomena  of  pregnancy. 
Dyspeptic  and  hysterical  symptoms  are  sometimes  present 
with  lo  al  neuralgic  pains  in  the  mammae ;  in  some  portion  of 
the  vertebral  column ;  or  what  is  still  more  firequent,  in  the 
paiietes  of  the  abdomen  or  chest ;  and  more  especially  in  a 
limited  spot  beneath  the  left  mamma.  *  *  *  Symptoms 
of  weight,  tension  and  bearing  down  in  the  regions  of  the  uterus 
and  rectum,  with  dragging  at  the  loins,  and  in  the  regions  of 
the  uterine  ligaments,  are  very  common.  Pains  often  stretch 
down  one  or  both  lower  extremities,  and  in  general  all  the 
symptoms,  local  and  constitutional,  which  I  have  alluded  to, 
woe  aggravated  more  or  less,  by  exercise  in  the  erect  position; 
and  they  are  more  particularly  liable  to  be  increased  in  their 
intensity,  when  the  uterus  becomes  periodically  congested  and 
heavier,  at  the  recurrence  of  each  menstrual  period."* 

Such  is  a  very  correct  summary  of  the  symptoms  most 
turoally  met  with  in  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  its 
appendages;  for  practical  purposes,  however  connected  either 
with  diagnosis  or  treatment,  we  must  analyse  the  symptoms  fur- 
ther; but  before  doing  so  I  would  make  a  remark  which  appears 
to  me  of  great  importance.  When  examining  symptoms  for 
diagnostic  purposes  we  must  of  necessity  lay  the  greatest  stress 
on  those  which  are  pathognomonic,  or  nearly  so,  of  the  disease  in 
question,  since  it  follows,  of  necessity,  that  among  many  symp- 
toms, the  most  important,  in  this  view  of  the  case,  must  be  that 
which  most  accurately  expresses  the  pathological  condition  with 
which  it  is  connected ;  or  in  other  words,  the  symptom  which  is 
most  intimately  and  invariably  connected  with  a  certain  patho- 
logical state  is  regarded  as  the  most  characteristic,  independent 
altogether  of  its  intrinsic  severity.  When,  on  the  contrary,  one 
is  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  a  case,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent 
the  patient  laying  the  greatest  stress  on  that  symptom  or  symp- 
toms which  are  the  most  severe  and  annoying,  and  one  is  re- 
peatedly obliged  to  direct  the  treatment  specially  against  some 

*  DaUin  Qiuurteriy  Janmal  of  Medical  Beienoe,  May,  1848,  pp.  877-8. 
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symptom  of  peculiar  distaress  ta  the  patient^  although  fully  aware 
that  it  is  by  no  means  iaseparably  oonnected  with  the  disease  in 
question;  xiay^  when  one  knows  fiill  well  that  it  may  be  entirely  re- 
moved, although  the  diseasje  itself  remains  unchanged.  This 
distinction  between  the  oharaoterisUo  symptoms  of  the  disease^ 
and  the  symptoms  constituting  the  chief  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  patient,  must  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  if  one  desires  to 
avoid  the  endless  seeming  contradictions  which  are  to  be  met  in 
the  reported  results  of  various  modes  of  treatmentr— for  it  will 
be  found,  on  enquiry,  that  among  the  practitioners  of  the  old 
school,  (who  are  so  accustomed  to  view  their  cases  solely  from  a 
pathological  starting  point,  that  they  will  unhesitatingly  afi&rm 
that  a  patient  "  has  nothing  in  the  world  the  matter  with  her/' 
though  racked  with  pain,  and  shattered  in  nerve,  provided  there 
is  no  pathological  lesion  on  which  they  can  fix  their  eye;)  there 
are  few  who  do  uot  report  as  perfect  cores  every  case  which,  under 
their  treatment,  is  relieved  of  the  objective  symptoms  of  the 
disease  under  which  they  were  labouring,  or  who  had  ceased  to 
suffer  from  certain  indications  which  they  have  been  led  to  re- 
gard as  pathognomonic  of  the  disease  in  question.  While,  on  the 
contrary,  there  has  been  too  great  a  tendency  among  our  ho- 
moeopathic brethren  to  regard  those  patients  as  cured  who  have 
ceased  to  complain  of  the  symptoms  for  which  they  sought 
relief,  without  employing  the  necessary  means  for  ascertaining 
whether  or  not  the  actual  pathological  lesion,  which  originally 
gave  rise  to  these  phenom^a,  has  been  removed.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  it  is  by  no  means  unpommon  to  meet  with  pa- 
tients who  have  been  reported  as  cured  of  ut^ne  iQflammation> 
or  ulceration,  by  some  celebrated  accoucheur,  and,  who,  never- 
theless, pour  into  your  ear. a  Ipng  sad  list  of  aches  and  pains 
which  make  life  a  weariness,  and  render  them  wholly  unfit  for 
their  usual  avocations ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  known 
patients  report,  from  time  to  time,  their  supposed  rapid  and 
steady  progress  towards  recovery,  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
tinued diminution  of  the  symptoms  which  led  them  to  seek 
advice,  while  the  speculum  revealed  the  unwelcome  fact,  that 
the  disease  itself  had,  throughout  the  whole  period  of  treatm^it, 
remained  unaltered.    We  have  thus  two  distinctly  opposite  con- 
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ditioDB  of  partial  ome,  which  are  each,  in  their  torn,  reported  as 
complete  leooveries;  and  it  comes  to  be  an  important  practical 
question  as  to  which  species  of  relief  is  best  for  the  patient — 
whether  to  have  the  pathological  lesion  cured,  while  many  of  the 
pains  and  discomforts  continue  unabated,  or  to  have  these  dis- 
tressing aches  removed  while  the  local  affection  remains  un- 
changed. 

As  regards  the  diagnostic  value  of  the  various  symptoms, 
perhaps  the  most  important  is  the  peculiar  sense  of  weight  in 
the  hypogastrium,  which  is  seldom,  if  ever,  altogether  absent  in 
this  disease.    This  symptom  consists  of  a  peculiar  sense  of 
dragging  heaviness  in  the  uterine  region,  most  distinctly  per- 
ceiyed  in  the  erect  posture,  and  accompanied  at  all  times  with  an 
axnoimt  of  general  malaise  and  discomfort  altogether  dispro- 
portioned  to  the  actual  amount  of  pain — the  pain  itself  is  seldom 
Tiolenty  except  in  acute  metritis,  and  yet,  be  it  ever  so  slight,  it 
18  invariably  spoken  of  as  most  wearing  and  wearisome.    In 
many  oases,  indeed,  the  general  effects  so  far  exceed  the  local 
discomfort,  that  the  patient  confines  her  complaints  to  the  feeling 
of  nniversal  weariness  and  malaise,  and  it  is  only  by  direct  inter- 
rogation that  you  ascertain  the  existence  of  the  pain  in  question ; 
and,  nevertheless,  as  a  proof  that  the  latter  is  the  exciting  cause  of 
the  former,  if  you  remove  the  hypogastric  heaviness,  the  patient 
at  once  becomes  much  brighter  and  cheerful,  and  almost  in- 
^▼ariably  describes  her  relief  as  "  the  removal  of  a  great  weight." 
Next  in  diagnostic  importance  is  the  presence  oileucorrhcea; 
tins  symptom,  however,  cannot  be  viewed  as  absolutely  pathog- 
nomic of  inflammation  of  the  uterine  neck,  seeing  that  in  some 
cases  of  well-marked  disease,  it  is  so  small  in  quantity  that  it 
does  not  reach  the  vulva,  and  its  existence  is  not  made  known, 
until,  by  the  aid  of  the  speculum,  you  obtain  a  view  of  the  os 
uieriy  and  then  perceive  the  canal  filled  with  a  true  leucorrhoeal 
secretion.    While,  on  the  other  hand,  an  occasional  leucorrhcea 
must  not  at  once  be  set  down  as  infallibly  indicating  the  pre- 
sence of  uterine  inflammation,  seeing  that  in  many  patients, 
the  normal  periodic  congestion  of  the  uterus  at  each  menstrual 
ouis  ia  accompanied  by  a  discharge  of  this  character,  which,  in 
SQch  caseSy  appears  either  for  a  few  days  before  or  after  each 
period. 
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With  these  exceptions,  I  believe  we  may  UDheoitatiiigly  affimi, 
that,  in  every  case  of  continued  lencorrhcea,  theie  exists  more 
or  less  chronic  inflammation  of  a  larger  or  smaUer  portion  of 
the  utems ;  and,  moreover,  we  may  also  conclude,  that  howeiver 
much  a  patient  may  improve  in  general  health,  her  uterine 
affection  cannot  be  considered  as  cured  until  the  leuoorrhcsa 
shall  have  altogether  ceased ;  nay,  more,  seeing  that  some  de- 
gree of  inflammation  may  exist  without  any  external  appreciable 
leucorrhcea,  it  follows  that  we  cannot  actually  pronounce  upon  the 
complete  cure  of  any  such  case  without  the  aid  of  the  speculum. 

Menstrual  irregularity,  either  as  respects  the  time,  quantity 
or  quality  of  the  secretion,  should  perhaps  hold  the  next  place 
in  point  of  importance  among  the  symptoms  of  this  disease, 
whose  presence  will  aid  us  in  diagnosis.  In  a  large  majority  of 
those  suffering  from  uterine  inflammation,  there  will  be  found 
some  more  or  less  marked  abnormality  in  this  respect.  The 
menses  will  be  either  too  early  or  too  late  in  their  appearance, 
the  flow  will  be  more  or  less  unsteady  during  the  time  of  its 
existence,  and  the  duration  will  be  either  unusually  shortened 
or  prolonged.  Again :  the  quantity  will  vary  from  the  merest 
trace  to  an  amount  well  meriting  the  title  of  menorrhagia;  and 
yet,  again,  the  quality  of  the  secretion  will  show  every  variety, 
from  an  almost  colourless  watery  fluid  to  a  thick  viscous  materid, 
more  like  tar  in  its  aspect,  and  vying  with  ink  in  its  blackness. 
As,  however,  all  those,  and  many  more  varieties  may  be  met 
with  in  company  with  one  and  the  same  organic'  lesion,  it  is 
obvious,  that  while  the  fact  of  any  menstrual  irregularity  may 
lead  us  to  suspect  the  existence  of  uterine  inflammation,  the 
peculiar  abnormality  will  be  of  litde  service  in  enabling  us  to 
decide  upon  the  exact  morbid  condition  of  the  uterus  itself. 

Painful  menstruation  is  another  symptom  of  very  frequent 
occurrence,  but  of  little  diagnostic  value,  save  in  some  few  cases 
where  there  is  reason  to  suspect  a  mechanical  cause  for  the  im- 
peded function. 

Pains  of  various  kinds,  from  a  mere  sense  of  weariness  to  an 
almost  continued  agony  which  prevents  all  motion,  are  found 
occurring  in  the  loins  and  across  the  sacrum ;  the  variety,  how- 
ever, and  diagnostic  uncertainty  of  these  symptoms  are  so  great 
that,  common  though  they  be,  we  cannot  be  guided  by  them  in 
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our  dedsioiis  as  to  the  nature  of  the  ease.  The  same  remarks 
i^ly  to  the  pains  in  the  ovarian  and  iliaoregioDSy  and  that  under 
the  left  mamma»  whiob,  though  proving  so  intensdy  troublesome 
in  practioe»  are  of  little  if  any  value  as  elements  of  diagnosis, 
beyond  the  fact  that  their  presence  may  lead  us  to  suspect  the 
possibility  of  the  existence  of  uterine  inflammation,  and  thus 
indooe  us  to  follow  up  our  inquiries  in  that  direction,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  some  surer  guide  to  our  decision. 

Let  us,  now,  for  a  moment  examine  the  symptoms  which 
especially  lead  patients  suffering  under  this  malady  to  apply  for 
idid 

Beyond  all  question,  the  symptom  which  causes  the  patient 
most  distress  in  this  disease,  is  the  general  feeling  of  delnlity 
that  almost  invariably  accompanies  it  In  the  vast  majority  of 
patients  who  apply  for  relief,  the  very  first  thing  they  complain 
of  is  this  same  weaknessy  and,  on  inquiry,  you  find  it  has  gra- 
dually oome  upon  them,  assailing  them  with  slow  but  stCNEidy 
Btq^  and  gradually  incapacitating  them  for  one  duty  after 
another,  until,  in  severe  cases,  the  sufferer  is  completely  pros- 
trated, and  drags  on  a  weary  life  of  confinement  to  the  bed  or 
eoucfa,  with  occasional  airings  in  a  horizontal  wheel-chair. 
Nothing  can  be  more  comj^ete  than  the  enervation  consequent 
upon  this  disease;  and  what  adds  so  vastly  to  the  trials  of  the 
patiMit,  and  the  distress  of  all  around  her,  is  the  fact  that  but 
few  minds  are  strong  enough  to  bear  up  against  this  protracted 
debility,  and,  inconsequence,  we  have,  in  addition  to  the  physical 
symptoms,  a  variety  of  mental  ones,  embracing  a  large  field  of 
moral  phenomena,  from  slight  irritability  and  caprice  to  more 
or  less  complete  mental  aberration. 

The  next  symptom  as  respects  the  firequency  with  which  it 
oonstitutes  the  cluef  cause  of  the  patient's  application  for  advice, 
is  headaehe.  This  might  almost  be  surmised  firom  the  remarks  I 
have  just  made,  respecting  the  very  common  union  of  physical 
with  moral  or  mental  symptoms,  as  it  is  notorious  that  but  few 
morbid  mental  conditions  occur  unaccompanied  by  some  degree 
of  pain  in  the  head.  As  might  be  supposed,  the  character  of 
the  headache  complained  of  varies  inmiensely,  but  one  of  the 
Host  finqnent  and,  at  the  same  time,  intractable  varieties,  is 
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pain,  more  or  less  pressiye,  on  the  vertex,  aooofnpanied  by  heat, 
sometimes  amonnting  to  sevefe  baming,  whioh  appears  to  extend 
deep  into  the  brain. 

Almost  eqnal  in  frequency,  as  a  oaose  of  complaint,  is  j9am 
in  the  back;  this  also  varies  mnoh  in  its  specific  character, 
being  at  times  much  more  acate,  irhile  at  others  it  resembles 
more  a  doll  aching,  similar  to  that  occurring  to  the  healthy 
"when  over^fatigaed.  It  also  is  freqaently  accompanied  by  a 
sense  of  buxning  in  the  part  a£focted,  which  proves  peculiarly 
harrassing  to  the  patient  This  pain  in  the  back,  when  it  con- 
stitutes at  all  a  chief  source  of  complaint,  is  usually  the  symp- 
tom of  all  others  from  whi<^  the  patient  craves  relief,  and  any 
amelioration  in  this  respect  at  once  impresses  her  with  the  con- 
viction that  she  must  be  decidedly  better,  and,  yet,  there  is  scarcely 
any  symptom  connected  with  this  disease  which  is  of  less  value 
diagnostically,  since  it  may  altogether  disappear,  while  the 
uterine  affection  remains  unimproved  (though  this  is  rare) ;  or, 
again,  which  is  much  more  common,  the  uterus  may  be  restored 
to  perfidct  health,  while  the  pain  in  the  back  continues  unabated, 
or  even  increases  in  severity. 

Various  neuralgic  symptoms  occupy  the  next  step  in  the  order 
of  frequency,  and,  then,  may  be  placed  leucorrkcea,  which 
thus  comes  to  occupy  a  position  vastly  different  from  that  whioh 
it  held  among  the  elements  of  diagnosis;  but,  the  £ict  is,  that 
imless  the  discharge  is  copious,  the  patient,  seldom,  if  ever,  lays 
any  stress  on  its  existence,  except,  indeed,  where  some  former 
medical  attendant  has  told  her  that  her  debility  and  other  causes 
of  complaint  are  traceable  to  that  source. 

Much  more  might  be  advanced  respecting  the  symptomatology 
of  this  disease,  but  I  feel  my  subject  so  much  too  extensive  for 
a  paper,  that  I  must  resist  the  temptation  of  dilating  upon  these 
points,  and  proceed  at  once  to  say  a  few  words  respecting 

Prognosis. 

The  peculiar  characteristic  of  this  disease,  as  £Eur  as  my  own 
experience  goes,  is  its  tendency  to  remain  unchanged ;  it  cer- 
tainly has  no  great  tendency  to  become  worse,  and  as  little  dis- 
position does  there  appear  to  be  to  spontaneous  amendment. 
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I  bacire  Known  .of  cases  idiwlL  tyrmiiiiMri  Jior  montlis,  or  even 
ytaa,  'wiQioiit'«ny  appreciable  Tariation ;  and  I.  have  repeatedly 
been-  oonsnlted  by  patienta  whoae  soflferings  had  extended  over 
periods  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  more  yeaia^  and  who,  on  examination, 
£d  not  ecshibit  proofs  of  graver  disease  than  are  to  be  met  with 
in  persons  whose  ailments  are  distinctly  referable  to  some  recent 
Game.    'Dr.  Bennet  obviously  holds  moch  the  same  opinion,  and 
explains  it  by  reference  to  the  periodic  congestion  of  the  utems, 
wrlii^  occnirs  at  each  menstnud  orisia,  and  which  congestion  so 
nearly  ^approaches  to  inflammation,  that  it  is  nothing  extraor- 
dinary to  find  -it  giving  rise  to  an  aggravated  condition  of  the 
pie-existing  disease.    In  consequence  of  this  tendency  to  pe- 
riodic aggravation,  the  disease  never  gets,  as  it  were,  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  qiontaneons  cnie,  for  long  ere  the  process  is  half  com- 
pleted the  recurring  congestion  reprodaces  the  morbid  condition, 
md  thus  tends  to  perpetuate  the  malady.     Such  being  the  oha- 
lacter  of  die  local  disease,  let  ns  see  what  is  the  prevailing  ten- 
dency of  the  general  dearangement  which  accompanies  it    I 
have  already  stated  that  the  amount  of  general  derangement 
varies  immensely,  and  that  while  many  patients  with  the  slightest 
Ibtm  of  uterine  inflammation  have  completely  shattered  health, 
yon  may  occasionally  meet  with  considerable  enlargement,  and 
even  ulceration  of  the  cervix  uteri,  unaccompanied  by  any  ap- 
pmciable  symptoms  of  ill-health,  and,  it  seems  to  me,  that,  in 
many  respecfe,  it  remains  still  an  open  question,  how  far  in  oases 
of  general  ill  health,' aooompanied  by  uterine  inflammation,  the 
local  disease  is  to  be  considOTed  the  true  point  of  depairture  from 
the  healthy  state.    This  is  a  question  full  of  deep  uid  practical 
interest,  and  while,  for  some  reasons,  I  regret  that  time  will  not 
admit  of  my  entering  upon  its  consideration,  still  as  I  do  not 
possess  materials  upon  which  I  could  found  a  conclusive  opinion, 
I  should  have  been  obliged  to  confine  m]^lf  to  the  throwing 
out  of  various  hints  which  might  have  guided  those  who  felt 
inclined  to  pursue  the  question.     It  is  a  question,  however,  of 
which  I  shall  certainly  not  lose  sight,  and  anything  of  practical 
interest  which  may  re^t  from  my  investigations  can  be  made 
known  at  some  future  period.    Three  things,  however,  are  quite 
oertfliiH-'viz.y  1st  Thui  in  the  vast  majority  of  females  who  are 
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soffering  fiom  inflammatioii  of  the  cervix  uteri  and  its  oonse- 
qnencesj  the  general  health  is  far  from  good ;  2d.  That  such 
derangement  of  healthy  for  the  most  part,  proves  extremely 
difficolt  to  relieve,  except  by  the  exployment  of  remedies  known 
to  have  a  specific  action  on  the  utems;  and  drd.  That  although 
many  females  may  be,  to  a  considerable  degree,  restored  to  health 
without  the  local  afiection  being  cured,  yet  it  but  rarely  happens 
that  such  persons  become  really  or  permanently  well  until  the  ute- 
rus is  restored  to  its  normal  state.  Founded  upon  these  data,  we 
may  form  the  following  prognosis  in  the  great  majority  of  cases — 
viz.,  that,  if  the  case  is  left  to  nature,  the  probability  of  a  sponta- 
neous cure  is  exceedingly  small,  whereasif  submitted  to  treatment 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  general  derangement,  such 
treatment  will  not  prove  entirely  successful,  unless  combined 
vrith  means  which  will,  at  the  same  time,  cure  the  uterine  dis- 
ease. The  reason  for  this  guarded  mode  of  expression  will  be 
seen  inmiediately.  As  regards  the  time  necessary  to  effect  a 
cure,  it,  of  course,  varies  much,  but  it  is  always  considerable,  and 
a  physician  will  do  well  to  be  very  guarded  in  his  promises  in 
respect  to  the  time  when  his  patient  may  calculate  on  a  complete 
cure.  This  slow  progress  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  we 
consider  that  every  month  there  is  a  considerable  risk  of  a  relapse, 
and,  accordingly,  it  is  only  firom  month  to  month  that  we  can  be 
assured  of  having  gained  any  step  towards  recovery.  Beyond 
the  question  of  time,  however,  the  prognosis  may  be  decidedly 
JEivourable,  as  the  vast  majority  of  patients  recover  if  judiciously 
treated.  Let  us  now,  therefore,  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  most  practical  and  important  part  of  the  whole  subject— 
viz.,  the 

Therapeutics  of  this  Disease. 

The  following  observations  are  founded  chiefly  on  the  results 
of  my  own  experience  in  the  treatment  of  180  cases,  an  abstract 
of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  that  accompanies  this 
paper.  Three  months  ago  Drs.  Black  and  Eer  forwarded  to  the 
majority  of  my  colleagues  a  schedule  of  questions,  which  I  had 
drawn  up  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  information  upon  this 
subject,  which  might  advantageously  have  been  embodied  with 
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the  fbllowing  remarks.  Up  to  the  present  moment,  however, 
(Sep.  6th)  I  have  only  reoeived  one  of  these  schedules,  and  as 
X  find  ihat  the  analysis  of  my  own  cases  will  occupy  all  the  re- 
znaining  time  which  can  be  allotted  to  this  paper,  I  have 
limitftd  my  remarks  to  the  latter,  and  shall  let  the  schedule,  or 
cchedules,  should  more  aniye,  speak  for  themselves. 

Before  proceeding  to  analyse  the  cases  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Appendix,  I  must  say  a  few  words  r^arding  their  selection, 
and  the  rules  by  which  I  have  been  guided  in  making  the 
accompanying  abstract  As  regards  the  cases  themselves,  they 
have  been  selected  from  among  all  those  which  I  have  attended 
during  my  residence  at  Brighton,  a  period  of  6]^  years,  and  they 
constitute  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  uterine  disease  which  have 
come  under  my  notice  during  that  period.  I  have,  however, 
omitted  almost  all  cases  of  tumours  and  malignant  diseases  of 
the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  and  have  taken  no  notice  of 
many  which  I  lost  sight  of  so  early  in  the  treatment  that  no 
opinion  could  be  formed  of  the  result  of  the  remedies  prescribed* 
It  will  be  further  observed,  that  only  70  of  the  whole  number, 
or  little  more  than  one-third,  were  subjected  to  examination,  and 
hence  it  follows,  that  I  cannot  speak  with  absolute  certainty  as 
to  the  existence  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  or  its  conse- 
quences in  every  case;  neverthelesB,  I  have  carefully  applied 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  remarks  I  made  upon  diagnosis, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  error  as  far  as  possible,  and  by  com- 
paring the  characters  of  the  unexamined  cases  with  those  which 
were  submitted  to  this  method  of  diagnosis,  and  proved  to  be 
suffering  from  the  disease  in  question,  I  feel  confident  that 
at  least  the  vast  majority  were  actually  suffering  from  the 
same  local  affection.  For  it  will  be  remembered  that  when 
treating  of  the  diagnosis,  I  remarked,  that  while  it  was  impos- 
sible to  decide,  from  the  subjective  symptoms,  as  to  the  exact 
nature,  and  still  less,  as  to  the  degree  of  severity,  of  the  uterine 
disease ;  yet  it  was  by  no  means  difficult  to  determine,  with  a 
large  measure  of  accuracy,  as  to  the  existence  or  non-existence 
of  some  phase' of  uterine  imflammation;  and  on  the  other  hand 
it  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  whole  of  the  cases  examined, 
distinct  evidence  of  inflammation  was  detected,  thus  proving  that 
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the  means  of  diagnosittg  the  probable  existence  of  the  JSmmo 
are  yery  tmstworthy.  It  would  serve  no  usefiil  purpose  to  ex- 
plain the  various  reasons  why  the  whole  cases  were  not  examinedi, 
since  so  many  di£ferent  causes  operated  in  the  different  cases; 
but  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  slighter  ones,  and  of 
those  which  I  treated  early  in  my  homoeopathic  career, — at  a 
time  when  trusting  to  what  I  had  read  in  homoeopathic  works, 
I  had  fancied  that  such  cases  would  easily  yield  to  general  treat- 
ment alone, — ^I  can  safely  a£Srm,  that  it  was  not  becausiB  -Z 
concluded  there  was  no  detectable  uterine  disease  that  I  abstained 
firom  this  only  absolute  m^od  of  verifying  my  diagnosis.  As 
regards  the  rules  by  which  I  have  been  guided  in  drawing  up 
the  abstract,  I  have  only  a  few  rem^ks  to  offer.  As  respects 
the  chief  symptoms,  I  have  invariably  noted  only  those  for  which 
the  patient  specially  sought  relief;  or  which,  during  the  course 
of  the  treatment,  constituted  the  chief  source  of  her  complaint 
My  reason  for  doing  so  mudt  be  obvious,  because,  in  the  first 
place,  had  I  confined  myself  to  the  more  purely  diagnostic 
symptoms,  I  should  have  failed  altogether  in  individualizing  the 
cases ;  and  secondly,  as  the  patient's  impression  respecting  im- 
provement or  otherwise  will,  for  the  most  part,  depend  upon  the 
amelioration  or  the  contrary  of  these  chief  causes  of  her  complaint^ 
it  follows  that  no  true  comparison  could  be  made  between  the 
characteristio  symptoms  and  the  effects  of  the  remedies  employed, 
had  any  other  course  been  adopted.  It  is,  however,  of  import- 
ance to  bear  this  fact  in  mind,  since  the  absence  of  any  symptom 
in  the  abstract  is  no  proof  that  it  did  not  occur  in  the  patient ; 
one  or  two  examples  will  make  this  clear.  Of  the  180  patients 
referred  to,  134  had,  more  or  less,  distinctly  marked  leucorrhoeay 
whereas  this  symptom  is  only  reported  twenty-*nine  times  as 
being  a  chief  cause  of  complaint.  Again,  only  eleven  cases 
are  reported  as  eufiering  ttorh  amenorrhoea,  whereas  in  thirty-six 
the  menses  were  absent.  On  the  contraiy  in  the  column  de- 
voted to  the  state  of  the  menstrual  functions,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  indicate  its  precise  condition  in  every  instance  in  as  far  as 
that  could  be  done  without  entering  into  details,  and  hence  a 
summary  of  these  ccmditionSj  such  as  is  given  in  table  5,  afibrds 
precise  numerical  infonnation  nesj^eetihg  thie  comparative  fire- 
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^aenoy  of  eabh  symptom.    Again:  regarding  the  notice  of  the 
snedicinesy  I  have  strictly  limited  my  remarks  to  those  which 
"proyed  more  or  less  decidedly  beneficial.    At  first  I  attempted 
to  make  a  perfect  transcript  of  the  treatment,  but  I  soon  found 
that  such  a  course  was  both  useless  and  unintelligible  without 
the  notes  appended  to  each  prescription,  as  in  those  who  were 
any  length  of  time  under  treatment,  there  were  almost  invariably 
one  or  more  intercurrent  attacks  requiring  specific  remedies,  and 
which  would  have  appeared  altogether  inexplicable  if  appended 
to  the  short  summary  of  chief  symptoms,  which  alone  find  a 
place  in  the  abstract.    I  have  invariably  noted  the  potency  in 
which  the  medicine  was  given,  and  the  usual  mode  of  adminis- 
tering the  medicine  was  as  follows : — ^in  a  few  cases  I  allowed 
an  interval  of  six  or  eight  days  to  elapse  after  each  course  of 
medicine,  and  occasionally  I  gave  single  doses  every  third  or 
fourth  day;  but  in  most  of  the  cases  the  plan  pursued  was,  to 
give  medicines  daily  for  six  days  and  then  wait  one  day,  if  the 
patients  were  seen  every  week;  or  if  only  seen  once  a  fortnight, 
as  was  sometimes  the  case  with  convalescents,  they  took  three 
short  courses  lasting  three  days  each,  with  an  interval  of  two 
days  between  each  course.     The  order  in  which  the  medicines 
are  put  down  is  the  order  in  which  they  were  administered ;  I 
bave  not,  however,  indicated  whether  the  remedies  were  given  in 
immediate  succession,  or  whether  other  medicines  had  been 
administered  unsuccessfully  during  the  interval.     Lastly,  as  re** 
gards  the  objective  uterine  symptoms  and  their  local  treatment^ 
whenever  such  was  had  recourse  to,  I  have  noted  them  sepa- 
fttely,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  the  possibility  of 
confusion.    These  preliminary  remarks  will  serve  to  introduce 
the  Appendix  to  your  notice,  and  I  shall  now  proceed  to  detail 
the  results  to  which  my  experience  has  brought  me,  and  also  to 
indicate  the  many  points  which  still  demand  patient  investiga- 
tion, ere  we  can  pronounce  any  decided  opinion  regarding 
them. 

According  to  the  usual  method  of  selecting  a  homoeopathic 
remedy,  we  must  choose  one  whose  pathogenetic  effects  bear  a 
close,  if  not  exact,  resemblance  to  the  symptoms  of  the  disease 
ne  are  about  to  treat    If  thefefore  the  disease  in  question  be 
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characterized  by  two  series  of  phenomena,  composed  respectiyely 
of  subjective  sensations  and  objective  symptoms,  we  most  select 
for  its  core  a  remedy  capable  not  only  of  producing  the  peculiar 
sensations  complained  of  by  the  patient,  but  of  doing  so  in  con- 
junction with  the  objective  phenomena  which  equally  constitute 
the  disease ;  and  if  we  fail  in  this,  we  at  the  same  time  fiul  in 
selecting  a  truly  homceopathic  remedy.  Let  us  therefore  turn 
to  the  Materia  Medica,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is  rich  in  re- 
medies which  have  been  proved  capable  of  producing  the  various 
symptoms  complained  of  by  females  suffering  under  uterine 
injtammation,  and  at  the  same  time  of  inducing  those  local 
changes  in  the  uterine  tissues  which  especially  characterise  this 
complaint  On  going  over  the  whole  of  the  remedies  which 
have  been  proved  by  Hahnemann  and  his  followers,  with  the 
exception  of  those  introduced  by  Dr.  Mure  and  others  within 
the  last  few  years,  I  can  only  find  four  purely  pathogenetic 
symptoms  which  indicate  organic  changes  in  the  uterus,  and 
these  are  as  follow  :— 

1.  ''Irregularity  of  the  o$  uteri y"  as  a  symptom  of  natrum 
carbonicum,  reported  by  Noack  and  Trinks,  but  not  to  be  found 
in  Hahnemann's  Chronischen  Erankheiten,  which  contains  the 
original  proving. 

2.  "Metritis,"  as  a  symptom  otsecak  cornutum,  reported  in 
the  proving  of  this  remedy,  which  appeared  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  British  Journal  of  HomcBopathy,  and  where  it  is  quoted  on 
the  authority  of  Spajrani  and  L*Admirault 

8.  "Softness  of  uterus,"  a  most  indefinite  and  not  very  intel- 
ligible term,  as  a  symptom  of  opium,  reported  by  Noack  and 
Trinks,  but  not  to  be  found  in  Hahnemann's  Beine  Arznei- 
mittellehre,  where  the  medicine  was  first  proved. 

4.  And  lastly,  "  Swelling  of  the  cervix,"  as  a  symptom  of 
cantharis,  reported  by  Noack  and  Trinks,  in  connection  with 
burning  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  other  symptoms  of  in- 
flammation of  that  organ. 

With  the  exception  of  these  I  cannot  find  any  objective  symp- 
tom connected  with  the  uterus,  which  has  not  been  obtained  ex 
usu  in  morhis,  a  source  far  too  subject  to  fallacy  to  wairant  our 
trusting  to  it  exclusively  in  the  selection  of  our  remedies.    This 
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extreme  panoi^  of  objeotiTe  uterine  symptoms  cannot  be  won- 
dered at,  when  we  oonsider  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
each  eridenoe  in  oar  ordinary  methods  of  proving ;  for  not  to 
mention  the  diflBoalty  of  obtaining  female  provers,  and  the  im- 
mensely greater  difficulty  of  inducing  such  to  submit  during  the 
taking  of  the  remedy,  to  repeated  examinations  by  the  speculum, 
obstacles  of  themselfes  sufficient  to  deter  most  men  from  en- 
tering upon  such  an  investigation ;  it  is  very  seldom  warrantable 
to  continue  the  experimental  taking  of  medicine  until  such 
time  as  actual  organic  changes  have  been  produced  by  its  toxic 
inflaence.    Being  thus,  in  a  great  measure,  shut  oat  frx)m  this, 
the  only  absolutely  trustworthy  method  of  proving  our  remedies, 
is  there  any  other  way  by  which  we  can  judge,  with  some  mea- 
sure of  accuracy,  respecting  the  action  of  any  medicine  on  the 
litems,  and  from  which  we  can  infer,  with  tolerable  certainty, 
that  organic  changes  have  either  actually  taken  place,  or  would 
do  so,  if  the  experiment  were  continued  ?      The  only  other 
method  of  investigation  that  I  am  aware  of  is,  Chat  of  observing 
oarefiilly  the  effects  of  various  medicines  upon  the  uterine 
fianctions ;  and  this  seems  to  have  been  most  extensively  done, 
aince  there  are  but  few  medicines  in  whose  provings,  various 
functional  derangements  of  the  uteras,  as  for  instance,  respect- 
ing the  periodicity  and  character  of  the  menses,  have  not  been 
«)bserved.    Unfortunately,  for  our  purpose  however,  it  has  been 
xnost  distinctly  proved,  that  there  is  no  constant  correspondence 
hetween  the  condition  of  the  uterus  and  the  state  and  mode  of 
performance  of  its  ftinctions ;  and  surely  a  remedy  capable  of 
producing  a  given  derangement  of  ftmction,  accompanied  by  a 
certain  morbid  condition  of  the  uterus,  cannot  be  viewed  as  truly 
homoeopathic  to  the  same  ftmctional  derangement  in  association 
with  an  altogether  different  local  state — so  that  we  cannot  arrive 
at  any  degree  of  certainty  in  this  way. 

One  other  method  remains  open  to  us — ^viz.,  by  investigating 
the  morbid  secretions  produced  by  a  medicine,  and  comparing 
that*  with  the  secretion  accompanying  the  disease,  and  if  this 
were  capable  of  being  frilly  carried  out,  and  an  exact  corres- 
poodanoe  detected,  I  should  imagine  the  consequent  selection 
of  the  remedy  to  be  decidedly  trustworthy.    In  connection  with 
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ibis  sabjeoi  I  have  examined  all  the  leooorriioMd  aymptoaui  ifk 
iheMeieria  Medica,  and  when  analysed  they  give  the  following 
resolte  I'^LeucorrkcM  is  reported  aa  a  symptom  of  betmreoi  %Q 
and  80  medioineB;  in  II  it  is  oharaoterised  as  copi0ue,  md  in  Id 
the  duration  is  mentioned.  In  6  the  mere  fact  of  lenoorrboBaoo- 
ooxring  is  reported,  without  detailing  its  character  or  oonoomi: 
tants;  and  in  10  the  symptoms  appear  to  have  been  chiefly  deii^ 
*' ejp  U8U  in  morbis"  Now,  the  daration  of  the  discharge  iaon(»  of 
the  most  impiurtant  characteristics*  in  as  £Mras  oooasioMl  or  tenir 
porary  lencoiriiGBa  can  never  be  viewed  as  pathogncmonio  of  m 
inflammatory  condition  of  the  uterus ;  experience  having  taught 
us  that  very  slight  and  transient  causes  (mere  mental  exoitemeiit 
in  some  cases),  are  often  capable  of  producing  a  more  or  less 
copious,  though  temporary  vaginal  discharge.  On  referring 
again  to  the  Materia  Mediea,  regarding  the  length  of  time 
during  which  the  leucorrhcea  lasted  in  the  different  provingii,  wa 
find,  as  I  before  remarked,  only  12  instances  in  which  this  is 
noted,  and  of  these,  with  one  exception,  10  days  is  the  longest 
period  observed.  The  ezoeptional  case  is  that  oi  iffnaiia$ 
concerning  which  Hahnemann  reports,  as  a  symptom,  "  long- 
continued  leucorrhcea*" 

These  facts  collectively  lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  as  yet 
we  have  no  absolutely  certain  guide  in  our  Materia  Medica 
towards  the  selection  of  the  most  suitable  remedies  for  this 
disease,  and  as  corollaries  to  the  above  we  may  conclude — ^fiiati 
ihat  should  homoeopathic  treatment  foil  in  any  degree  in  raliev* 
ing  this  disease,  such  want  of  success  is  no  proof  of  any  defect 
in  our  law  of  healing ;  and,  secondly,  if  other  than  ordinary 
homcBopathic  treatment  is  at  present  required  to  effect  a  oom** 
plete  cure  in  certain  cases  of  this  disease,  we  must  not  infer 
from  this  that  the  time  will  not  some  day  arrive  when  purdj 
specific  treatment  may  be  found  oapaUe  of  effecting  all  that.can 
be  desired. 

In  the  tables,  which  oocur  in  the  Appendix,  it  will  be  found 
that  I  have  classed  together  those  who  were  "cured"  and  those 
who  were  "greatly  benefitted/.'  and  I  had. many  reasons  for 
doing  so,  1.  In  dispensary  practice  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
ascertain  the  exact  number  of  cures,  as  so  many  of  the  patients 
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ftil  in  reporting  diemaelves.  S.  Very  bmhj  patients  will  say 
tfiat  they  fed  quite  w41I,  and  will  retorn  to  their  ordinary  aTOca** 
tione^  while  eontinuing  at  timer  to  experience  unpleasant  senea- 
tions^  which  would  induce  a  more  fastidious  person  to  remain 
under  treatment  Under  the  head^  therefore,  of  *^  cured  or 
greatly  benefitted/'  I  h«ve  classed  together  those  patients  who 
Reported  themselves  as  cured,  and  those  who  voluntarily  gave  up 
treatment,  and  whose  reports' for  some  time  previous  had  shown 
steady  and  gtdot  improvement.  I  have,  however,  invariably 
distiuguished  those  who,  though  greatly  benefitted,  had  not  felt 
so  for  a  sufficiently  long  time  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  they 
would  continue  to  enjoy  comparative  health,  and  have  denoted 
these  as  having  '^  left  treatment  too  eariy  to  judge." 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  asserted  that  I  have  placed  the  standard 
of  cure  too  high,  and  I  ^le  believe  that  all  the  cases  reported 
by  me  in  the  combined  form  of  ''  cured  or  greatly  benefitted," 
would  have  appeared  in'  most  statistical  accounts  under  the 
simple  title  of  ^' cured."  But  I  have  purposely  exercised  this 
precaution,  lest  I  should  fall  into  the  error  which  I  referred  to 
in  an  early  part  cf  this  paper  (p.  dS),  and  which  leads  to  such 
misapprehension  when  comparing  the  results  of  different  kmds 
of  treatment  As  in  the  abstract  of  the  cases  I  have  reported 
the  estact  condition,  as  far  as  known  to  me,  of  every  patient  at 
the  close  of  the  treatment^  the  blending  of  the  two  degrees  of 
benefit  cannot  mislead  any  one.  - 

On  referring  to  the  first  table  in  the  Appendix,  which  gives 
the  general  results  of  the  ^^ases  treated,  we  find,  ihat  of  180 
eases  reported,  112  were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted,  51  received 
some  benefit,  and  17  remained  unchanged:  this  gives  a  per 
eentage  of  61^/4  cured  or  greatly  benefitted,  and  only  about  9^/s 
per  cent  of  cases  unchanged,  an  amount  of  success  which,  I 
believe!  will  be  considered  very  fair  by  any  one  who  has  had 
much  experience  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  In  the  general 
tabley  howisver,  there  are  included  22  ca^  which  are  still  under 
treatinent,  and  34  who  left  treatment  or  were  lost  sight  of,  too 
ea^ly  to  judge  accurately  of  the  result;  these;  therefore,  must  be 
deducted  before  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  success  of  the 

£  2 


62  Dr.  Madden, 

treatment  can  be  obtained.  Of  the  22  cases  still  under  treat- 
ment, 10  are  reported  as  greatly  benefitted,  and  12  as  somewhat 
benefitted ;  and  of  the  84  who  left  treatment  too  early  to  judge, 
19  are  reported  as  cured  or  greatly  benefitted,  11  as  haying  re- 
ceived some  benefit,  and  4  as  unchanged.  Making  the  necessary 
deductions,  therefore,  from  the  gross  number,  the  tables  would 
stand  thus — Cases  whose  results  are  fidly  known  124,  of  whom 
88  were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted,  28  were  somewhat  relievedf 
and  18  continued  unchanged;  thus  making  the  correct  per 
centage  of  cure  66*/]o. 

I  have  already  stated  (p.  46),  that  early  in  my  homoeopathic 
career  I  had  been  led  to  expect  such  perfectly  satisfactory 
results  firom  general  treatment  alone,  that  for  a  considerable 
time  I  trusted  entirely  to  constitutional  remedies;  so  many 
cases,  however,  occurred  to  me  where  my  best  endeavours  proved 
unsuccessful,  that  after  two  or  three  years'  experience  of  the 
constitutional  treatment,  I  resolved  on  trying  the  ejSect  of  com- 
bining local  treatment  with  it,  for  the  purpose  if  possible  of 
doing  more  good  to  my  patients.  The  reasons  which  led  me  to 
adopt  this  course  are  too  numerous  and  would  require  too  much 
detail  to  explain ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  was  founded  on  the 
general  reports  of  the  degree  of  success  of  other  homoeopathic 
practitioners  in  this  disease,  as  well  as  my  own ;  and,  moreover, 
I  did  not  make  the  change  until  I  had  examined  the  whole  sub- 
ject well,  and  had  been  led  to  conclude  that  the  local  treatment, 
so^'far  as  it  was  medicinal,  was,  in  point  of  fact,  as  truly  homoeo- 
pathic to  the  disease  in  question  as  the  general  treament  itself; 
nay,  in  some  respects  more  so,  since,  as  I  have  already  shown, 
we  do  not  possess  pathogenetic  symptoms  corresponding  accu- 
rately to  the  disease  under  our  notice.  The  local  means  which 
I  have  had  recourse  to  have  been — 1.  the  water  douche,  em- 
ployed either  warm  or  cold,  and,  in  some  few  cases,  using  sea- 
water  in  place  of  the  pure  element;  2.  various  mechanical 
means  introduced  to  the  profession  by  Dr.  Simpson ;  and,  8. 
various  caustics,  especially  the  tUtrate  of  silver. 

Of  the  douche  I  need  say  but  little :  you  all  know  its  value, 
and  there  would  be  no  hesitation  on  the  part  of  any  of  you  to 
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l>e  it  I  have  found  it,  in  many  cases,  a  very  nsefiil  adju* 
bat  only  one  case  of  nloeration  is  reported  (/.  e.  28rd), 
n  it,  alone,  proved  safficient  to  core  the  disease, 
respects  the  mechanical  treatment,  I  must  confess  my 
\  do  not  at  all  come  up  to  the  expectations  I  was  led  to 
if  it,  from  the  statements  of  Dr.  Simpson,  Dr.  Protheroe 
,  and  others,  who  have  had  recourse  to  it  extensively. 
ase  (84)  was  evidently  much  henefitted  hy  the  repeated 
action  of  the  uterine  sound  into  the  retroverted  uterus  and 
placement  of  the  organ  by  its  means.  This  little  operation 
)rmed  twice  a  week  for  two  or  three  months^  leaving  the 
in  the  uterine  cavity  for  some  hours,  during  which  treat- 
he  patient  greatly  improved  in  general  health,  the  uterus 

0  a  considerable  extent,  its  tendency  to  retrovert,  and  the 
t  married,  soon  became  pregnant,  bore  a  healthy  child, 
rhich  the  uterus  did  not  assume  its  abnormal  position. 
9  case  of  considerable  engorgement  of  the  uterus,  with 
prolapse,  but  no  other  mal-position  (case  108),  I  em- 

Scofield*8  porcelain  pessary,  which  has  the  advantage  of 
easily  removable  by  the  patient  for  the  purposes  of  clean- 

and  after  wearing  it  a  few  months  the  uterine  symptoms 
)Cely  ceased. 

Dr.  Simpson  8  celebrated  uterine  support  or  pessary,  (I 
the  one  composed  of  a  stem,  to  be  introduced  into  the 
of  the  uterus,  a  shield  upon  which  the  cervix  rests,  and  a 
;  wire  which  serves  to  retain  the  instrument  in  situ,)  I 
nade  9  trials  with  the  following  results : — In  two  it  de- 
f  did  harm,  the  patients  being  in  every  respect  worse 
ts  employment  than  before ;  in  one  the  benefit  was  but 
and  in  six  the  patients  recovered,  but  in  three  of  these 
latm^t  was  immensely  aided  by  the  use  of  Caustics,  thus 

1  ^/*  only  of  the  cases  as  decidedly  benefitted  by  this 
alone;  the  cases  referred  to  are  Nos.  10,  29,  and  78. 

irther,  however,  to  diminish  the  real  success  of  this  mode 
tment,  it  must  be  mentioned  that,  in  case  78,  the  instru- 
saosed  so  much  local  discomfort,  after  the  patient  had 
1 8^/t  months,  that  I  was  obliged  to  remove  it,  and  I  then 
that  the  uterus,  though  benefitted,  had  by  no  means 
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entirely  lost  its  tendency  to  retrovert    The  rationale  of  tInB 
means  of  treatment  has,  T  think,  heen  much  misandentood,  and 
hence  it  has  been  inveighed  against  as  altogether  nnphiloeo- 
phical.    My  belief  is,  that  it  acts  by  conyerting  a  partial  into 
a  general  affeotion.    I  have  already  stated  my  belief  that  flexures 
of  the  uterus  are  the  result  of  partial  congestion  of  its  walls ; 
now,  the  introduction  and  retention  within  its  cavity  of  a  foreign 
body,  such  as  the  stem  of  Simpson's  pessary,  invariably  in- 
creases this  congestion,  and  causes  it  to  spread  over  the  whok 
uterus,  for  I  have  invariably  found  this  to  be  the  condition  of 
the  organ  when  the  pessary  has  been  removed.    When,  how^ 
ever,  the  congestion  of  the  uterus  is  uniform,  there  no  longer 
exists  any  tendency  to  assume  a  bent  position,  and  if,  after  the 
removal  of  the  instrument,  judicious  means  are  employed  to 
cure  the  congestion,  the  patient  is  completely  restored  to  health. 
I  therefore  look  upon  this  mode  of  treatment  as  vidry  similar  to 
that  of  the  surgeon  who  would  intentionally  break  a  limb  which 
had  been  ill-set  and  healed  distortedly,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
pairing the  former  malposition.    It  is,  to  my  mind,  an  obvioiu 
instance  of  doing  evil  that  good  may  come,  of  aggravating  tba 
existing  disease  because  the  greater  is  in  this  ease  the  more 
amenable  to  treatment ;  and,  although  I  believe  but  few  cases 
really  call  for  this  method  of  treatment,  yet  in  an  aggravated 
case  of  retro-  or  anteversion,  where  the  misplaced  uterus  gavo 
rise  mechanically  to  many  symptoms,  I  would  not  hesitate  to 
have  recourse  to  it,  provided  other  means  had  failed  of  giving* 
relief. 

With  respect  to  the  application  of  Caustics,  I  fear  many  of 
you  will  look  upon  the  deed  as  very  heretical,  but  I  trust  a  littla 
consideration  will  prove  to  you  that  it  is  a  mode  of  treatment 
much  more  homoeopathic  in  its  action  than  may,  at  first  sight, 
be  supposed.  When  a  Caustic  is  applied  to  any  surface,  two 
actions  are  produced,  viz. — 

1st.  The  local  or  chemical  eflPect. 

2nd.  The  general  effects  of  its  absorption  when  the  latter 
takes  place,  at  all. 

Now  as  regards  nitrate  of  silver,  which  has  been  the  chief 
local  remedy  employed  by  me,  the  admirable  proving  publiriied 
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in  ihe  Austrian  Journal  has  shown  it  to  act  specifically  on  the 
ntenis,  giving  rise  to  capillary  congestion^  and  in  some  instances^ 
to  hsmorrhage ;  and  as  regards  its  local  action,  it  produces  a 
diseased  condition  which  most  strikingly  resembles  the  different 
stages  of  cervico-metritis.     If,  for  example,  in  a  patient  suffer- 
ing from  the  first  stage  of  this  disease,  the  solid  Nitrate  of  Silver 
be  passed  up  the  cervical  canal  and  retained  there  a  few  seconds, 
it  will  be  found  a  few  days  after  that  the  disease  is  simply 
aggravated,  indeed  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  between  the 
fijTst  effects  of  ihe  Caustic  and  an  increase  of  the  local  mischief 
firom  any  other  cause.    But  this  is  not  all :  if  the  Nitrate  of 
Silver  be  used  freely  fai  an  irritable  constitution,  it  will,  at 
times,  give  rise  to  sudden  enlargement  and  induration  of  the 
cervix,  whiqh  so  exactly  resembles  the  fourth  stage  of  cervico- 
metritis  that  nothing  but  the  history  of  the  case  could  enable 
one  to  distinguish  between  them.    An  example  of  this  occurred 
in  case  180.    Again :  the  experiments  of  Professor  Simpson,  of 
qyplying  pulverized  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  the  interior  of  the  uterus 
itself,  have  shown  that  while  acting  locally  on  the  uterus,  it  sym- 
pathetically afifeots  the  ovary,  in  so  much  as  in  a  case  of  amen- 
orrhcea,  where  he  employed  this  means  to  endeavour  to  restore 
the  menses,  and  where  the  patient  died  two  days  afterwards 
from  other  causes,  he  found  that  a  graafian  vesicle  had  been 
developed  and  ruptured,  in  a  manner  precisely  analagous  to 
what  occurs  at  a  normal  menstrual  period.    These  facts  seem  to 
me  frdly  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  Nitrate  of  Silver,  in 
addition  to  its  obvious  chemical  effects^  acts  in  such  a  manner 
upon  the  uterus  when  applied  locally,  that  it  may  be  viewed  in 
the  light  of  a  strictly  homoeopathic  remedy.    Analagous  argu- 
ments might  be  brought  forward  in  respect  to  the  only  other 
escharotics  which  I  have  employed,  yiz.,  jpemitrate  of  mercury 
BSkifotassa/usa,  both  of  which  drugs  have  also  a  specific  action 
on  the  uterus  and  its  appendages.    I  may  mention,  that  for 
some  time  past,  I  have  combined  the  local  with  the  internal  use 
of  the  remedy,  giving  argentum  nitricum  when  employing  the 
Nitrate  of  Silver  locally,  and  administering  one  or  other  of  the 
preparations  otmercurius  when  using  the  jpemitrate  of  mercury/. 
La^y,  I  have  of  late  been  trying  the  effects  ofjeertain  other  reme- 
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dies,  88  iali  bickromieum,  and  the  ckioritUs  ii(ffM,  pUiimn^ 
and  imp  as  looal  romediesy  having  been  led  to  their  emj^jSMOt 
by  their  homoeopaihioity  to  Tarious  phases  of  this  disoaan ;  mf 
results^  however,  are  not  as  yet  soffioiently  definite  to  admit  ot 
my  drawing  any  conoliisions  &om  them.    On  referring  kitdfe 
6  it  will  be  foond,  that  the  results  of  the  cases  treated  laoaUy  as 
pompared  with  those  who  had  intemal  remedies  only,  wera  as 
follow :   afker  making  the  deductions  already  alluded  to  of  dm 
cases  still  under  treatment,  and  those  which  left  too  eaiiy  to 
judge  of  the  result,  it  will  be  found  that  of  41  caaea  inaminfld 
and  treated  locally,  80  were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted ;  while 
of  105  cases  treated  entirely  by  general  remedies,  only  68  xa- 
covered ;  or,  in  other  words,  while  78 V«  per  cent  of  those  treated 
locally  were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted,  only  60  per  oent.  of 
those  who  were  treated  by  general  remedies  obtained  the  tens 
amount  of  relief.    If,  however,  we  examine  a  little  oloseor,  we 
shall  find  a  still  greater  balance  in  fiivor  of  the  employment  of 
local  treatment,  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  almost  every 
instance  I  commenced  with  graeral  treatment  only,  and  did  not 
think  of  having  recourse  to  local  measures  until  these  had  proved 
inefficient,  so  that  it  follows,  that  in  the  first  place  the  oases  not 
examined  or  treated  locally  embrace  all  the  slight  cases,  while 
the  47  cases  treated  locally  must  comprehend  most  of  the  sevecer 
cases  which  came  under  my  notice,  excq>ting  only  the  few  who 
refused  to  submit  to  examination.    And  again,  on  exarnining 
the  notes  of  these  47  oases  I  find  that  no  less  than  85  had  e^- 
perienced  no  appreciable  benefit  ere  the  local  treatment  was 
commenced,   although  the  general  remedies  were  sometimes 
persevered  in  for  several  months  before  a  change  of  treatmmt 
was  had  recourse  to.    For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  compaoiig 
accurately,  the  results  of  the  general  and  the  combined  general 
and  local  treatment,  we  must  add  to  the  105  cases  above  men- 
tioned S6  who  had  been  previously  subjected  to  general  treat- 
ment, and  of  whom,   at  the  time  the  local  treatment  was 
commenced,  25  had  received  no  benefit,  while  11  had  expenenoad 
some  degree  of  relief.    Calculating  the  per  oentage  upoa  these 
data  it  will  be  found  that,  while  the  combined  local  and  gesiwal 
treatment  cured  or  greatly  benefitted  7dV«  per  cent,  only  44V* 
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per  cent,  obtained  the  same  benefit  from  purely  constitutional 
treatment,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  already  mentioned,  that 
the  clan  treated  locally  consisted,  of  necessity,  of  a  much  graver 
set  of  cases  than  those  where  general  treatment  alone  was  had 
BMNione  to.  As  examples  of  local  treatment  proring  successful 
where  general  remedies  had  been  found  more  or  less  insufficient, 
I  woold  refisr  to  cases  27, 46,  81, 84,  127,  and  174.  The  usual 
argoments  against  the  employment  of  local  remedies  are,  that 
while  they  care  the  local  manifestation  of  the  disease,  they  leave 
the  oonalitiitional  derangement  unchanged.  But  this  argument 
cannot  apply  to  the  treatment  I  am  advocating,  wherein  the  con- 
sdtnlional  is  invariably  combined  with  the  local  treatment,  and 
thus  both  phases  of  the  disease  are  attacked.  Much  more  could 
be  said  upon  this  subject,  and  a  careful  perusal  of  the  abstract  of 
the  180  cases  treated,  will  show  that  it  contains  materials  where- 
irith  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  usual  arguments  against  this  mode  of 
treatment  might  be  refuted,  but  I  cannot  dilate  upon  them  now. 

In  the  abstract  wiU  be  found  a  large  number  of  tables,  from 
which  materials  could  be  drawn  capable  of  fomisbing  much 
interesting  and  important  information,  some  points  of  which  I 
will  now  endeavour  to  lay  before  you. 

1.  If^luenee  of  Age.  In  this  respect  it  will  be  found  that  the 
greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  between  20  and  25 ;  next  in 
order  oomes  those  between  16  and  20 ;  then  between  80  and  85; 
iiext»  between  25  and  80 ;  then,  85  and  40  ;  and  lastly,  from 
40  upwards.    If  we  confine  our  observations  to  the  oases  sub- 
jected to  examination,  or  in  other  words,  to  with  few  exceptions 
the  graver  forms  of  the  disease,  we  shall  find  that  the  greatest 
xuunber  of  oases  occurred  between  80  and  85 ;  next  in  order 
oama  the  periods  of  25  to  80,  and  85  to  40,  which  present  an 
equal  number  of  cases;  then  follows  the  period  of  20  to  25 ;  then 
16  to  20 ;  and  lastly,  that  of  from  40  upwards. 

As  regards  the  curability  of  the  disease  at  the  different  ages, 
it  will  be  found,  affcer  making  the  usual  deductions,  that  of  the 
whole  number  treated,  those  between  80  and  85  proved  the  most 
manageable^  no  less  than  82^/i  per  cent  having  been  cured  or 
greatly  benefitted.  Then  follow  the  cases  occurring  between 
20  and  25,  of  which  76^*  per  cent,  yielded  to  treatment ;  be- 
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tween  85  and  40,  61  per  eeot  wore  emed  or  gready  beneAttad ; 
between  40  and  apwaids,  56V*  per  eent  were  cored ;  between  15 
and  20,  the  percentage  was  56^/i ;  and  lastly,  from  25  to  80,  half 
yielded  to  the  means  employed.  Again:  oonfining  our  obemrvar 
tions  to  the  grayer  cases,  we  find  that  between  85  and  40,  no 
leas  than  64^/i  per  cent  yielded  to  treatment ;  of  those  aged  40 
and  apwards,  75  per  cent  were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted; 
between  20  and  25,  66'/9  per  cent,  were  cared  or  greatly  benefit- 
ted ;  while  between  80  and  85,  only  46V«  per  cent  yielded  to 
treatment.  Thus,  we  find,  as  a  general  result,  that  on  the 
whole  the  greatest  number  of  cases  occur  between  the  ages  of 
80  and  40,  and  that  it  is  at  that  time  also  most  amenable  to 
treatment,  with  this  peculiarity,  that  while  among  the  slij^ter 
oases  the  most  unmanageable  ones  occur  between  85  and  40, 
among  the  grayer  ones  the  period  from  80  to  85  compiehesida 
the  oases  most  difficult  to  treat. 

2.  It^flumee  of  Social  Condition.  A  reference  to  table  18 
shows  us  that  of  the  70  cases  examined,  46  were  married,  and  24 
were  single,  showing  a  considerable  preponderance,  as  might  be 
expected,  in  fayour  of  marriage,  as  an  exciting  cause  of  this 
disease.  As  regards  the  treatment  howeyer,  the  married  i^pear 
to  be  more  readily  cured,  since  80  out  of  the  46  were  cured  or 
greatly  benefitted,  t .  e,  65^/s  per  cent ;  whereas,  only  50  per  coit. 
of  the  unmarried  women  reoeiyed  the  same  amount  of  benefit ; 
thus  showing  that  the  disease  though  of  less  frequent  occurrence, 
is  of  a  more  inyeterate  character  in  the  unmarried  female. 

8.  Iff/luenee  of  the  state  of  the  Uterine  FunctUmB.  From 
table  5  it  appears,  that  in  52  cases  the  menses  were  regular,  and 
of  these  7^/io  per  cent  wete  cured  or  greatly  benefitted.  The 
commonest  abnormality  appears  to  haye  been  an  increase  of  the 
menstraal  discharge,  48  cases  haying  shown  that  symptom,  and 
of  these  5dVt  per  cent  yielded  to  treatment.  Next  in  frequency, 
we  meet  with  the  com^te  absence  of  ibis  secretion,  86  cases  of 
amenorrhcQa  being  reported,  of  which  70^yio  per  cent  were  cured. 
Scanty  menstruation  oceans  almost  aa  -frequently,  there  haying 
been  85  cases,  of  whom  54^1  per  cent  yielded  to  the  treatment 
employed.  Dysmenoirhcea  is  reported  as  haying  occurred  25 
times,  of  whom  50  per  cent  were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted. 
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On  the  whole  it  appears  that  whereas  irregularity  as  respects 
quantity  is  much  the  most  frequent  of  the  uterine  ahnonnalities, 
it  is  by  no  means  the  most  intractable;  while  irregulaiities 
as  regards  time,  though  less  frequent,  are  much  more  di£BouIt  to 
manage,  for  it  appears  that  of  22  cases  where  the  period  was 
iooelerated,  only  28  per  cent  yielded  to  treatment,  while  of  9 
oaoes  wherein  it  was  delayed,  dS^/i  per  cent  were  cured  or  greatly 
benefitted. 

4.  In/luence  of  the  Duraiiim  of  tie  Diseoie  an  iiM  Curability. 

The  8rd  table  in  the  Appendix  shows  us  that  a  large  majority 

of  the  accompanying  cases  was  of  long  standing,  no  less  than 

61  having  been  upwards  of  one  year  iU,  while  82  of  these  had 

soffered  many  years ;  indeed  of  the  whole  180  cases,  19  only 

could  be  considered  as  of  recent  origin.    The  influence  of  the 

duzation  of  Ihe  illness  on  the  curability  of  the  disease  is,  as 

znight  be  expected,  progressive,  since  of  48  who  were  less  than 

twelve  months  ill,  74^/i  per  cent,  recovered.    Of  29  whose  length 

of  illness  varied  from  one  to  six  years,  62  per  cent,  were  cured 

or  greatly  benefitted ;  while  beyond  that  time  the  per  centage  of 

zecovery  fell  to  50. 

5.  Average  length  of  Treatment.  If  we  strike  the  average  of 
all  the  cases  cured  or  (preatly  benefitted,  aa  given  in  table  4,  we 
flhall  find  that  it  gives  rather  more  than  f?\k  months  for  the  pe- 
riod during  which  the  treatment  was  continued;  and  if  we  sub- 
divide the  table  into  sections,  we  find  that  of  the  whole  88  cases 
cured,  50,  or  OO^/*  per  cent  recovered  within  six  months ;  while 
28,  or  27^/4  per  cent,  required  various  periods^  fifom  six  months 
to  upwards  oftwo  years,  to  effect  a  cure.  And  of  7  the  duration  of 
die  treatment  cannot  be  accurately  calculated  as  they  were 
only  seen  occasionally,  and  often  at  considerable  intervals. 

6.  If^flmence  of  the  Presence  of  Leucorrhaaa  on  the  Curabi- 
Uiff  of  the  Disease.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  of  the  180 
oasee  reported,  184  had,  more  or  less  well  marked  leucorrhoea. 
Old  as  this  symptom  is  one  of  great  diagnostic  value,  it  will  be 
interesting  to  eyamine  somewhat  carefully  its  influence  upon  the 
duration  and  curability  of  the  disease ;  for  this  purpose  I  have 
prepared  a  complete  set  of  tables,  being  Nos.  15  to  19  of  the 
Beries.    The  first  point  we  may  notice  here  is  the  general  result, 
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viz.,  ihat  of  the  88  cores  whose  results  can  be  soffioiently  traced, 
66,  or  79V«  per  cent,  were  suffering  from  leucorrhooa.  Of  the 
28  somewhat  benefitted,  10,  or  d5V*  per  cent,  showed  this  symp- 
tom ;  while  the  whole  of  the  id  who  remained  unchanged,  pre- 
sented this  symptom.  Separating  the  examined  from  the 
unexamined  cases,  we  find  that  73  per  cent,  of  the  cases  who 
recovered  under  the  use  of  general  treatment  alone,  had,  more 
or  less,  leucorrhoea,  in  44  per  cent,  of  whom  it  was  recorded  as 
copious ;  while  of  the  30  cases  cured  by  combined  general  and 
local  treatment,  GG^/s  per  cent,  had  leucorrhoea,  and  33^*  per 
cent,  are  reported  as  having  had  it  copiously. 

As  respects  the  Age,  Leucorrhoea  occurred  on  the  whole  most 
frequently  between  30  and  35,  while  the  greatest  number  of  co- 
pious cases  were  between  30  and  40,  especially  during  the  latter 
half  of  that  period.  With  respect  to  curability,  the  cases  cha- 
racterized by  this  symptom  whose  ages  were  between  20  and  26, 
were  found  to  yield  most  readily  to  treatment,  and  also  the 
greatest  proportionate  number  of  cases  with  copious  leucorrhcea 
were  cured  during  the  same  period ;  while  on  the  contrary,  the 
most  intractable  cases  accompanied  by  this  symptom,  ranged 
between  25  and  35.  Of  the  66  patients  who  exhibited  this 
symptom  and  recovered,  36  were  married  and  30  were  single,  so 
that  the  difference  between  the  two  classes  is  not  marked.  If, 
however,  we  examine  the  social  condition  of  the  whole  134  cases 
who  were  suffering  from  leucorrhoea,  we  find  that  65  of  these 
were  married,  while  39  only  were  single,  showing  a  large  pre- 
ponderating frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  this  symptom  among 
married  females.  In  connection  with  the  state  of  the  uterine 
functions,  leucorrhoea  has  more  frequently  accompanied  regular 
menstruation  than  any  of  its  abnormalities,  and  among  the 
latter,  it  has  been  most  frequently  associated  with  copious  men- 
struation ;  next  in  order,  comes  scanty  menses ;  then  amenorr- 
hcea ;  then  dysmenorrhoea,  and  what  would  hardly  have  been 
expected,  it  occurs  least  frequently  when  the  menses  themselves 
were  prolonged.  As  might  have  been  anticipated,  the  com- 
parative frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  this  symptom  increases 
as  the  cases  are  more  and  more  chronic,  so  that  while  84Vt  per 
cent  of  the  cases  which  have  been  many  years  ill  are  charac- 
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terized  by  this  symptom,  and  63  per  cent,  of  those  which  have 
Buffered  from  two  to  six  years,  are  afiSicted  in  like  manner,  only 
68  per  cent,  or  little  more  than  one  half  of  those  who  have 
more  recently  lost  their  health,  are  found  to  suffer  from  this 
common  cause  of  female  delicacy.    Lastly,  respecting  the  length 
of  time  required  to  complete  a  cure,  we  find,  by  referring  to 
table  19,  that  the  average  length  of  time  during  which  the  treat- 
ment lasted,  was  Q^*  months,  being  about  three  weeks  above 
the  average  of  the  whole  cases,  irrespective  of  the  existence  of 
Ibis  symptom. 

7.  If^fiuenceB  of  the  various  concomitant  8ympiom$  in  the 
Curability  of  this  Disease. — ^Table  No.  11  furnishes  us  with 
an  account  of  the  frequency  with  which  the  various  concomitant 
symptoms  presented  themselves  as  chief  causes  of  complaint, 
and  also  informs  us  of  the  results  of  treatment  in  every  case. 
Of  these,  as  I  have  previously  remarked,  by  far  the  most  frequent 
18  debility t  it  having  been  reported  nearly  twice  as  often  as  any 
other.     As  regards  the  curability  of  cases  characterized  by  this 
symptom,  we  find  that  of  95  cases  wherein  debility  constituted 
a  chief  cause  of  complaint,  54,  or  about  58  per  cent,  yielded  to 
treatment    Next  in  frequency  we  find  headache,  and  of  51 
cases,  characterized  by  this  symptom,  28,  or  about  55  per  cent, 
were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted.    Of  50  cases,  whose  chief 
complaint  was  of  pain  in  the  bach,  28,  or  about  56  per  cent, 
were  restored  to  health.    Of  81  cases,  where  the  sufferings  were 
mostly  of  the  kind  included  in  the  general  term  of  nervous- 
symptoms,  16,  or  about  51  per  cent,  were  cured  or  greatly  bene- 
fitted; and  among  29  cases,  where  leucorrhcea  constituted  a 
chief  source  of  annoyance,  19  recoveries  occur,  thus  giving  a 
per  centage  of  69.    Dyspepsia  appears  the  next  in  frequency, 
having  been  reported  27  times  as  characterizing  the  case,  but 
the  cases  wherein  it  existed  as  a  prominent  symptom  must  have 
been  somewhat  mild,  since  no  less  than  22,  or  nearly  82  per 
cent,  are  stated  to  have  recovered.    Of  the  24  patients,  who 
especially  complained  of  bearing  down  pain,  14,  or  58  per  cent, 
were  cured  or  greatly  benefitted ;  and  of  18,  who  suffered  much 
fiom  characteristio  pain  in  the  left  side,  18,  or  72  per  cent, 
were  restored  to  health.    Menorrhagia  was  the  chief  cause  of 
15  cases  applying  for  advice,  and  of  these  10,  or  66  per  cent. 
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were  mmd  or  gxettly  benefltted ;'  wUla  t»f  14  oases  soflbimg 
espedally  from  dfrnuMtrhmaf  only  6,  or  42  per  eML,  sie 
foiind  among  the  Ust  of  cores.  A  general  survey  of  this  taUe 
will  oonoborate  fully  the  remark  I  made  previonslyi  to  the  vfBwt 
that  many  pains  of  frequent  ocoarrenoe  are  by  no  means  as 
frequently  ecmiplained  of  by  the  patient  Pain  in  ike  left  ewary, 
fbr  example  whioh  is  so  generally  fiwnd  to  exists  on  questioning 
the  patienty  was  only  referred  to  as  a  chief  souroe  of  snnoyinies 
in  6  cases. 

8.  Influence  of  the  various  objective  Uterine  SffrnpUmu  am 
the  Ourabiliiy  of  this  Disease.  Table  No.  7  affords  us  at  a 
glance  a  comparative  statement  of  the  frequency  with  which 
the  various  objective  uterine  symptoms  were  observed  in  the 
70  cases  submitted  to  examination,  and  also  informs  us  of  the 
results  of  the  treatment  in  each  case.  Setting  aside  the  rssohs 
of  digital  examination  alonct  we  find  that  86  eases  were  siiflbr- 
ing  from  one  or  other  of  the  four  stages  of  cermco-meiriiie,  of 
which  ihe  third  stage,  that  of  ulceration  of  the  cervia,  was  thb 
most  frequent  In  18  cases  the  uterus  was  engorged,  and, in 
11  there  were  distinct  flexures.  As  regards  the  relative  curabi- 
lity of  the  various  conditions,  we  find  that  77  per  cent  of  those 
suffering  from  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  uterine  neok 
were  cured,  while  only  55  per  cent  of  those  suffering  under 
engorgement  were  restored  to  health.  Of  the  1 1  cases,  where 
the  uterus  was  more  or  less  bent,  9  recovered.  And,  lastly,  of 
20  cases  where  digital  examination  afforded  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  this  disease,  but  where  the  speculum  was  not  em* 
ployed,  neither  was  any  local  treatment  had  recourse  td,  8  cases 
only,  or  40  per  c^t,  regained  their  health. 

9.  Influence  of  various  Remedies  upon  the  Constitutional 
Symptoms,  which  accompany  this  Disease, — ^In  a  chart  whioh 
constituted  Table  No.  8,  I  had  noted  every  remedy,  and 
every  potency  of  each,  from  which  benefit  accrued  to  the 
various  cases,  and  I  had  noted  the  several  characteristie  symp- 
toms  which  occurred  in  ^each  case.  It  was  found  impossible 
however  to  reduce  this  to  a  size  capable  of  being  printed  in 
the  Journal.  I  have  thei^fore  simply  given  the  names  and 
potencies  of  the  remedies  which  relieved,  and  have  prepared 
Table  9,  which  is  an  analysis,  as  it  were,  of  the'fmner, 
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of  high  and  low  poienoies :  for  it  appears  ftom  table  11,  that 
of  108  oases  treated  exclusiyely  by  high  or  low  potendes,  85 
were  benefitted  by  the  low,  and  only  28  by  the  high  attenoatioDS ; 
and  among  the  cases  where  both  high  and  low  potendea  wore 
used,  there  were  19  in  which  the  low  potendea  proved  deddedlj 
the  most  beneficial.  These  resolts  are  all  the  more  troatwoitliy 
since,  throughout  the  treatment  of  the  cases,  I  had  no  thooghi 
of  comparing  the  results,  and  hence  could  not  be  mided  by  any 
foregone  concludon. 

I  must  now  draw  this  lengthy  paper  to  a  close,  and  I  think 
this  can  best  be  effected  by  recapitulating  a  few  of  the  moet  im* 
portant  conclusions  which  I  have  been  led  to  form  in  conneo- 
tion  with  this  disease ;  and  these  are  as  follow: — 

1.  That  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  cervix  uteri  is  a 
very  common  cause  of  female  delicacy. 

2.  That,  almost  without  exception,  cases  of  permanent  fen- 
corrhcBa  owe  their  origin  to  this  disease,  save  when  dependent 
upon  much  graver  causes. 

8.  That  many  cases  of  functionally  deranged  menstruation, 
are  connected  with  this  disease. 

4.  That  the  constitutional  disturbance  which  accompanies 
this  disease  varies  so  much  in  different  cases,  that  no  unvarying 
connection  can  be  traced  between  the  exact  state  of  the  uterus 
and  the  subjective  sensations  experienced  by  the  patient. 

5.  That  the  constitutional  disturbance  may  be  greatly  bene* 
fitted,  if  not  altogether  removed,  by  general  treatment,  while 
the  state  of  the  uterus  remdns  unchanged,  but  that  such  cases 
sddom  retain  their  health  for  any  length  of  time. 

6.  That  the  local  disease  may  be  cured  by  purely  local  treat* 
ment,  without  any  immediate  relief  to  the  constitutional  dia* 
turbance.  But  once  the  local  mischief  is  remedied,  the  const!* 
tutional  treatment  becomes  more  facile,  and  affords  a  much 
better  prospect  of  complete  success. 

7.  That  the  treatment  by  general  remedies  alone  proves  suffl* 
ciently  successful,  in  slight  cases^  to  warrant  a  trial  of  these 
means  in  almost  all  cases  in  the  first  instance,  and  warrants  the 
hope  that  the  time  may  come  when  local  treatment  may  be  dia* 
pensed  with. 
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ences  render  all  comparisons  intensely  difficulty  and  often  im- 
possible. Who  has  not  felt  this  in  oar  Materia  Medieai 
wherein,  if  yon  attempt  a  minute  comparison  of  two  or  inxm 
remedies,  yon  soon  land  yourself  in  inextricable  confoakm, 
seeing  there  is  no  standard  wherewith  to  mark  the  limits  within 
which  the  minuter  elements  of  a  symptom  may  vary,  without 
entitling  it  to  be  considered  as  a  distinct  variety.  The  object  of 
this  demand  for  the  minute  details  of  every  symptom  of  a  oaa^ 
is  to  bring  any  failure  which  may  occur  to  the  test  given  by 
Hahnemann,  in  his  oft-quoted  challenge  of  1817.  **  Take  a 
case,"  said  he,  '^  of  course  one  for  which  a  homceopathio  remedy 
has  already  been  discovered,  note  down  all  its  perceptible  sym* 
toms  in  the  manner  which  has  been  taught  in  the  Organon,  and 
with  a  correctness  with  which  the  author  of  homcoopathy  shall 
be  perfectly  satisfied ;  apply  that  drug  which  shall  be  perfectly 
homoeopathic  to  all  the  symptoms,  the  dose  being  of  the  aiie 
prescribed  in  the  Organon,  and  avoiding  all  those  heterogeneous 
influences  which  might  disturb  the  action  of  the  drug ;  and  li^ 
under  these  circumstances,  the  drug  does  not  afford  speedy  and 
efficient  help,  then  publish  the  failure  to  the  world  in  a  manner 
which  shall  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  deny  the  homoeopathi- 
city  of  the  drug  and  the  correctness  of  your  proceedings,  and 
the  author  of  homoeopathy  will  stand  confounded  and  convicted." 
Four  separate  reasons  lead  me  to  regret,  exceedingly,  that  the 
above  sentence  has  been  so  often  and  so  boastfully  referred  to. 
Ist.  It  ill  accords  with  the  spirit  of  various  parts  of  the 
Organon,  and  especially  with  paragraphs  162-3  and  4,  where 
Hahnemann  speaks  of  the  results  obtained  by  remedies  only 
partially  homoeopathic  to  the  disease,  but  still  more  contrary 
does  it  appear  to  be  to  the  instances  deduced  from  allopathic 
sources,  by  Hahnemann,  in  proof  of  the  homoeopathic  law,  since 
in  many  of  these,  no  such  minute  accordance  of  the  symptoms 
is  perceptible,  and  no  reference  is  mcule  to  the  question  of  dose, 
or  the  counteracting  influence  of  mixed  medication.  2nd.  If 
the  terms  of  this  challenge  be  accepted  as  the  essential  ground 
upon  which  the  non-success  of  homoeopathy  in  any  case  must  be 
based,  we  cannot  resist  the  conclusion,  that  all  the  so-called  cures 
by  homoBopathic  remedies  which  do  not  come  up  to  this  standard 
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rnnsl  be  iqected^  and  the  results  taken  as  belonging  to  the  large 

class  of  leooTories  which  take  place  a/ter  the  administration  of 

medicine,  not  in  cmisequence  thereof.     8rd.  I  am  surprised  it 

has  never  ooourred  to  those  who  refer  to  the  above  sentence, 

that  if  it  were  strictly  true,  homoeopathy  would  be  at  once  re* 

iaoed  to  the  condition  of  a  pretty,  scientific  toy,  possessed  of  no 

practioal  value  whatever,  since  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one 

to  presoiibe,  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down,  in  so 

&r  as  it  but  seldom  happens  that  a  remedy  can  be  found  pos* 

we$M$n^  so  absolute  and  minute  a  correspondence  of  symptoms 

as  is  here  demanded.    I  would  like  those  who  bandy  about  this 

challenge  to  weigh  well  the  fete  of  the  electric  light,  which  was 

diflooveied  more  than  thirty  years  ago  by  Sir  H.  Davy,  and  while 

acknowledged  by  all  as  absolutely  superior  to  every  method  of 

illumination  yet  known,  has  hitherto  baffled  the  efforts  of  our 

ablest  mechanicians  to  render  it  available  in  practice — surely  no 

well  wisher  of  his  race  would  desire  that  such  a  calamity  should 

befidl  our  glorious  therapeia.     4.  The  challenge  as  it  stands 

proves  injurious  to  our  cause,,  as  it  lays  its  author  open  to  the 

diazge  of  sophistry,  since  he  has  not  left  the  materials  wherewith 

tbe  test  can  be  applied ;  the  state  of  our  Materia  Medica,  where 

ftom  an  over  desire  to  simplify,  all  clue  has  been  lost  to  the 

xuunral  grouping  of  the  symptoms ;  the  discordant  opinions  en- 

<$rtained  respecting  the  dose  and  its  repetition ;  the  vague  ideas 

^rrent  as  to  the  length  of  time  during  which  a  remedy  sustains 

its  action,  and  our  almost  entire  ignorance  as  to  the  reciprocal 

infloence  exerted  by  a  medicine  over  one  subsequently  adminis- 

tiered :  combine  to  render  it  impossible  that  any  one  shall  so 

Xbondnct  a  case,  that  another  disciple  of  Hahnemann  shall  "  find 

&%  impossible  to  deny  the  homoeopathicity  of  the  drug  or  the 

correctness  of  the  proceedings." — Under  these  circumstances, 

one  cannot  avoid  tracing  a  resemblance  between  the  above 

cshallenge;  and  that  often  given  by  school-boys  to  a  new  comer, 

te  engage  at  "  pitch  and  toss  "  under  the  auspicious  terms  of 

•*  heads  I  win,  tails  you  lose." 

Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however^  that  I  object  altogether  to 
nunately  detailed  cases,  far  from  it,  such  details  may  prove  most 
valuable  in  advancing  our  knowledge  of  therapeutics ;  but  I 
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maintain  that  it  is  impossible  to  test  with  absolute  certainty  the 
correctness  of  the  treatment  of  any  case  by  the  minute  detail  of 
symptoms  alluded  to  in  Hahnemann's  challenge,  and  accordingly 
where  a  large  number  of  cases  of  the  same  disease  are  brought 
under  review,  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  enter  into  each  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  individualize  and  separate  it  from  the  mass ;  be- 
sides which,  the  whole  scope  of  my  paper  is  to  illustrate  general 
principles,  since  any  attempt  at  detail  would  have  extended  it 
altogether  beyond  the  ordinary  hmits  of  an  oral  address. 

My  views  respecting  the  practical  working  out  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic principle  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : — We  must  in 
the  first  place,  learn  to  diagnose  the  medicines,  just  as  we  would 
study  tlie  diagnosis  of  a  disease,  and  until  we  have  attained  such 
knowledge  we  cannot  employ  our  remedies  with  confidence. 

2nd.  As  regards  those  maladies  which  evidence  themselves  by 
subjective  sensations  only,  we  cannot  be  too  minute  in  the  ex- 
amination of  details. 

3rd.  Where  objective  symptoms  exist,  and  where  the  actual 
pathological  condition  is  detectable,  we  must  consider  a  corres- 
pondence in  this  respect  between  the  pathogenesis  of  the  medicine 
and  the  disease  as  a  question  of  vastly  more  consequence,  than 
minute  shades  of  dififorence  in  the  subjective  sensations. 

4th.  We  shall  find  it  of  more  practical  value  to  gain  acquaint- 
ance with  the  sphere  of  action  of  a  remedy,  together  with  its 
characteristic  groups  of  symptoms  and  special  peculiarities,  than 
if  we  succeeded  in  retaining  in  our  minds  the  whole  mass  of 
symptoms  recorded  in  the  provings. 

5th.  In  entering  into  minute  detail  we  must  never  forget  that 
the  power  of  accurate  observation  is  very  small  in  the  vast  majo- 
rity of  patients,  and  hence  the  grounds  whereon  to  rest  our 
selection,  if  influenced  by  minute  shades  of  diflference,  is  very 
insecure,  and  may  mislead  us  far  more  than  the  well  grounded 
deduction  of  a  pathological  comparison  between  the  known  ac- 
tion of  the  remedy  and  the  ascertained  condition  of  the  patient. 
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APPENDIX. 


ABSTRACT  OF  180  CASES 


OF 


UTERINE    DISEASES    AND    THEIR    TREATMENT, 

TOGETHER   WITH  ANALYTICAL  TABLES   OF  RESULTS, 

AOES,    SYMPTOMS,    ETC. 


Note  I.  Among  the  180  cases  reported  in  the  following  ab- 
stract there  occur  one  case  of  Cancer,  (90,)  and  two  of  Scirrhus, 
(62, 157,)  these  however  do  not  find  a  place  in  the  calculations 
which  follow,  and  are  only  introduced  to  show  that  while  the  two 
cases  of  Scirrhus  obtained  no  benefit  from  general  treatment 
alone,  the  case  of  Cancer  was  for  a  time  decidedly  relieved  by 
local  remedies  in  conjunction  with  general  treatment.  In  the 
calculated  tables  the  places  of  these  three  are  supplied  by  (Cx, 
27x,  102x,)  which  are  re-entries  of  the  preceding  cases  (C,  27, 
102),  as  the  patients  returned  under  treatment  suffering  from  a 
distinctly  different  condition  of  the  Uterus.  These  and  52x  are 
the  only  instances  of  double  entry  throughout  the  abstract. 

Note  2.  As  regards  the  medicines,  the  figures  following 
each  indicate  the  potency,  and  when  the  letter  x  is  added,  it 
denotes  that  the  potency  was  according  to  the  decimal  scale — 
thus  Pu/s.  3.  denotes  the  3rd  centesimal  and  Puis  3x  the  3rd 
decimal  potency  of  this  remedy.  The  letter  O  denotes  the 
inother  tincture. 
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ON  PNEUMONIA. 

Betobx  entering  on  the  immediate  subject  of  this  paper,  we 
think  it  may  be  well  to  make  some  general  observations  on  the 
leUtion  of  Homoeopathy  to  Pathology,  for  there  seems  yet 
mobh  Tagneness  in  the  homoBopathio  mind  upon  this  point. 

Our  readers  are  doubtless  all  familiar  with  Dr.  Geddes  Scott's 
prize  essay.*  We  think  it  well  deserved  a  prize,  for  it  is  singu- 
larly dear,  learned,  and  condensed ;  but  we  do  not  think  that  he 
exhausts  the  subject.  The  essence  of  the  distinction  he  lays 
down  between  homoeopathy  and  all  other  systems  of  medicines 
18,  ''  that  it  is  not  a  theory  of  disease  at  all,  but  a  theory  of 
cure,  and  that  it  may  be  applied  to  practice  whatever  theory  of 
disease  may  happen  to  be  adopted"  (p.  7  of  original  essay). 
Again:  *'  the  law  similia nmilibus  curantur,  which  is  the  theo- 
letio  law,  points  immediately  to  those  properties  in  a  medicine 
which  render  it  suitable  to  any  given  disease.  No  intervening 
theory  of  medicinal  action  is  requisite,"  &c.  (page  15).  As  we  are 
anxious  to  avoid  both  controversy  and  prolixity,  we  shall  at  once 
state  our  views  upon  the  matter  on  hand,  and  leave  our  readers 
to  consider  how  far  they  coincide  with  or  differ  from  those  of 
onr  esteemed  and  learned  colleague. 

Homoeopathy  may  be  defined  the  law  of  relation  between 
morbid  action  and  the  external  specific  forces  of  nature.  The 
relation  is  one  of  similarity  and  antagonism ;  its  perfect  applica- 
tion implies  two  knowledges,  Jirst,  the  knowledge  of  all  the 
morbid  actions  which  are  liable  to  arise  spontaneously  in  the 
animal  economy ;  second,  the  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  all 
^eoific  forces  in  producing  morbid  action.  The  latter  kind  of 
knowledge  embraces  all  that  refers  to  the  proving  of  medicines, 
and  is  not  now  relevant. 

Without  going  into  any  wire-drawn  metaphysical  disquisi- 
tions about  what  we  mean  by  knowing  morbid  action,  we  may 
state  generally  that  we  look  upon  this  knowledge  as  of  the  same 
kind  as  that  by  which  we  recognise  a  person.  The  more  in- 
timate we  are  with  anyone,  the  more  slight  need  be  bis  indica- 

*  YoL  Ti.,  p.  145,  of  this  Jonmal. 
VOL  IX,  HO.  XXXV. — ^JANUARY,  1851.  I 
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tion — his  footstep,  his  knock,  the  most  distant  glimpse  of  his 
figure  are  enough  to  identify  him  beyond  all  doubt  in  our  mind. 
If  we  are  asked  to  state  scientifically  how  we  so  recognised  him» 
we  might  say,  we  perceived  with  a  rapidity  almost  intuitive  all 
the  differetitia  between  him  and  every  other  individual.  Could 
we  abstract  these  differentia  in  imagination,  they  would  become 
"  his  mark" — we  may  say  his  symptom — ^not  him.  The  qualities 
of  mind  required  for  this  simple  process  are  of  two  kinds,  the 
observational  faculty  and  the  imaginative,  using  the  latter  term 
in  a  large  sense.  Isaac  Taylor  remarks  in  his  work  on  ''  Home 
Education/'  that  nothing  shows  the  difierence  between  man  and 
the  lower  animals  so  well  as  the  effect  of  a  picture  upon  a  dog 
and  a  child.  It  is  the  highest  compliment  to  a  painter  when  a 
dog  recognises  the  likeness  of  his  master :  the  dog  requires  a 
full  representation  of  the  object ;  but  take  a  piece  of  chalk  and 
draw  anything  like  an  upright,  forked  animal,  with  a  hat  on  the. 
head,  and  immediately  a  child  exclaims  "papa!"  The  child'9. 
imagination  "  bodies  forth  the  forms  of  things  unseen."  So  it 
is  with  a  physician.  Disease  is  the  total  differentia  from  health 
superimposed  upon  an  individual ;  the  physician  of  the  highest 
order  knows  the  relation  of  all  the  members  of  the  morbid 
group ;  if  he  observe  the  presence  of  one  he  is  sure  of  all  the 
rest,  as  Cuvier  was  of  all  the  bones  of  a  skeleton,  from  a  single 
articulation.  To  accompUsh  this  great  feat  of  art,  he  requires 
as  thorough  a  knowledge  of  all  morbid  processes  as  Cuvier  had 
of  anatomy;  and  more  than  this,  he  requires  the  high  faculty  of 
imagination,  or  the  power  of  successful  hypothesis.  ''  The 
bodying  forth"  (to  return  to  the  phrase  of  him  who  knew  the 
process  better  than  any  man  that  ever  lived)  is  a  work  of  the 
higher  reflective  and  imaginative  rather  than  the  lower  observ- 
ing faculties;  the  faculties  which  relate  us  to  the  Creator  as  con- 
trasted with  those  which  relate  us  to  the  creature.  The  God-like 
as  opposed  to  the  sensuous.  Herein  lies  the  explanation  of  a 
fact  which  we  have  often  observed  but  never  heard  accounted 
for — that  all  great  physicians  have  been  distinguished  more  by 
their  reflective  than  their  observing  faculties.  Let  our  readera 
recall  the  cerebral  development  of  those  who  have  taken  the 
highest  place  in  medicine,  and  observe  whether  the  upper  or 
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• 
lefleotiTe  region  does  not  immensely  preponderate  over  the 

lower  or  observing.     Take  Hippoorates,  Qalen^  Hahnemann, 
Aberoombie,  as  examples.* 

We  oannot  prescribe  for  the  simplest  case  without  a  patholo- 
gical hypothesis.  A  patient  complains  of  pain  in  the  £Eice : 
mast  we  not  run  over  in  oar  minds  all  the  probable  soarces  of 
sach  a  pain  ?  it  may  be  toothache,  nearalgia,  rheumatism,  &c. 
We  narrow  the  ground  of  guess  by  questions  conceived  by  the 
aid  of  hypothesis,  and  if  we  are  fully  answered,  we  gradually 
exclude  all  but  the  particular  form  of  disease  which  we  wish  to 
arriTo  at  This  is  the  analytic  part  of  the  work,  and  even  here 
imaginatioB  is  necessary ;  and  having  stripped  the  symptoms  of 
all  deeeptive  associations,  we  proceed  to  build  up  an  entire  body  of 
disease^  which  is  the  morbid  picture  Hahnemann  speaks  so  much 
about  In  the  spacious  minds  of  the  great  physicians,  all  these 
morbid  pictures  have  their  prototypes — they  are  already  there ; 
hence  they,  and  they  alone,  at  once  recognise,  in  the  true  sense, 
any  disease  with  which  they  are  familiar.  As  we  consider  this 
subject  of  great  importance  we  would  strongly  recommend  to  our 
leaders  a  recent  delightful  and  instructive  article  in  the  North 
BriiM  Review,  on  Locke  and  Sydenham.f 

*  It »  not  ntamatnj  to  aiiiiiiie  the  troth  of  phrenology  to  gain  consent  to 
the  propodtkm,  tliat  a  wellrdeyeloped  upper  part  of  the  forehead  it  never  ab» 
■ent  in  those  gifted  with  high  reflective  powers.  The  testimony  of  all  ages, 
from  Plato  to  Coleridge,  "  the  wrapt  one  of  the  Ood-Uke  Joreheady"  as  his 
frisBd,  C.  Lamh,  calls  him,  is  uniform  upon  this  point,  nor  is  it  necessary  to 
fNfW^  i^M  genuinsnest  of  the  likenesses  of  Hippocrates ;  it  is  more  important 
f>r  US  to  know  what  kind  of  head  the  Greek  artists  attributed  to  the  father  of 
mfoMnr*  tkao  to  know  wkat  he  actually  had. 

t  The  fioUowing  anecdote  is  told  in  it  of  Dr.  Aberciombie :  **  The  Doctor 
iSBilerad  Inte  ika  room  in  his  odd,  indifferent  way,  which  many  must  re- 
OflOMfti  sonitiaiaed  all  the  curiosities  on  the  mantelpiece,  and  then,  as  if 
kj  ohanoe,  Ibvnd  himself  by  the  patient's  bedside ;  but  when  there  his  eye 
HiHed  on  him  Imtsnsely — hu  whole  mind  was  busily  at  work.  He  asked 
hns  a  few  plain  questions,  spoke  with  great  kindness,  but  very  briefly;  and 
eoadag  back  to  considt,  he  said,  to  the  astonia)unent  of  the  surgeon  and 
yovig  itaJuiU  (who  had  been  treating  the  patient  for  malignant  disease  of  the 
ilD«adi),  *  Bis  niitohief  is  all  in  the  brain;  the  stomach  is  affected  merely 
timngk  H.  The  ease  will  do  no  good;  he  will  get  blind,  conyulsed,  and  die.' 
Ha  tiioi  in  bia  OMiiidenite,  simple  way,  went  OTer  what  might  be  done  to 
paDiate  lallifiBg  and  pnUmg  life.    He  was  right;  the  man  died  as  he  said, 

I  2 


116  On  Pneumonia. 

Besides  intellectaal  imagination  the  physician  must  also  have 
what  we  may  call  moral  imagination.  He  must  be  able  not 
only  to  picture  the  disease  in  its  fall  individuality,  but  he  must 
realise  to  some  extent  the  effects  of  such  disease  upon  his  patient 
To  enter  fully  into  this  would  lead  us  to  consider  the  moral 
attributes  required  for  a  physician,  and  this  would  be  quite 
beyond  the  scope  of  these  introductory  remarks.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  the  place  of  a  practical  art  in  the  intellectual  scale  is 
fixed  by  the  amount  of  thought  required  for  its  developement, 
and  its  place  in  the  moral  by  the  amount  of  feeling  required  for 
its  exercise ;  and  that  the  art  of  healing  occupies  the  highest 
place  in  both,  the  power  of  "  healing  all  manner  of  diseases" 
being  the  natural  attendant  of  that  inward  purity  which  dwelt 
as  light  in  the  Physician  of  souls.  So  much  for  the  absolute 
necessity  of  a  pathology  to  every  medical  practitioner. 

In  passing  from  these  general  observations  of  the  necessity  of 
pathology  to  a  homceopathist  to  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject immediately  before  us,  we  may  observe,  that  the  speed  and 
certainty  of  a  cure  of  any  acute  disease,  is  in  the  inverse  ratio 
of  the  extent  of  the  lesion,  and  the  direct  ratio  of  the  amount 
of  expression  of  the  changes.  In  neuralgia,  for  example,  we 
have  the  minimum  of  derangement  of  structure,  and  the  maxi- 
mum of  sensation ;  because  the  parts  are  in  the  most  concentrated 
form,  and  are  the  seat  of  sensibility,  and  of  no  disease  is  the 
cure  so  quick,  perfect,  and  peimanent  as  of  some  cases  of  idiopa- 
thic "  tic  douloureux."  All  homoeopathic  practitioners  must  have 
met  with  such  cases ;  we  remember  two  especially  which  occurred 

the  brain  was  found  softened,  and  the  stomach  sonnd.  The  young  student 
who  was  intiinate  with  Dr.  Abercrombie,  ventnred  to  ask  him  what  it  was  in 
the  look  of  the  man  that  made  him  know  at  once.  *  I  can't  tell  yon,  I  can 
hardly  tell  myself;  bat  I  rest  with  confidence  npon  the  exactness  and  honesty 
of  my  past  observations.  I  remember  the  result,  and  act  npon  it ;  but  I  can't 
pnt  you,  without  infinite  trouble  myself,  in  possession  of  all  the  steps.'  'But 
would  it  not  be  a  great  saving  if  you  could  tell  others?'  said  the  young 
doctor.  '  It  would  be  no  such  thing ;  it  would  be  the  worst  ^ing  that  could 
happen  to  you ;  you  must  follow  in  the  same  road  and  you  will  get  as  fiur  and 
much  farther.  Tou  must  miss  often  before  you  hit ;  you  can't  tell  a  man  bow  to 
hit ;  you  may  tell  him  what  to  aim  at'  *  Was  it  something^in  the  eye  ? '  said 
his  inreterate  querest.  *  Perhaps  it  was,'  he  said  good  natuiedly ;  *  but  dent 
you  go  and  blister  any  man's  occiput  whose  eyes  are,  as  you  think,  like 
his.'." — CArHde  <m  Locke  and  Sydenham  in  North  British  Bwiew.) 
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in  oar  own  practice,  they  were  both  of  long  8tandin]pf,  the  one  pa- 
tient had  suffered  almost  constantly  for  years,  and  both  were  cured 
by  a  few  doses  of  medicine,  and  never  had  any  return  of  the  com^ 
plaint.  The  reason  for  our  success  in  such  cases  is  ob^dous: 
in  all  the  "  algias,"  as  the  name  implies,  the  pain  is  i/ie  disease. 
As  in  Zeuxis'  famous  painting,  the  curtain  was  the  picture. 
Morbid  anatomy  gives  no  additional  information,  the  whole  dis- 
ease is  expressed,  in  its  most  exaggerated  form,  by  the  suffer- 
ings. All  we  have  to  do  is  to  find  out  a  similar  picture  of  pain 
in  some  of  the  observed  effects  of  a  drug,  and  as  certainly  as  a 
wave  of  sound,  when  rolling  along  its  aerial  course,  is  brought 
to  rest  and  silence  by  meeting  with  one  exactly  equal  and  similar 
proceeding  in  the  opposite  direction,*  so  certainly  will  the  entire 
flame  of  pain,  though  it  may  have  been  burning  for  years,  be 
extinguished  for  ever  by  the  application  of  the  specific  remedy. 
The  fiarther  we  recede  from  this  point,  that  is  the  larger  the 
lesion  and  the  smaller  its  expression,  the  more  difficult  and 
tedious,  though  not  necessarily  the  less  certain  (for  reasons 
which  will  appear  in  the  sequel)  will  be  the  treatment  of  the 
disease.  And,  as  we  may  put  toothache  at  one  end  of  the  scale, 
we  may  put  pneumonia  at  the  other,  for  here  we  have,  in  some 
instances,  a  most  extensive  lesion  of  the  most  important  organ 
taking  place  without  any  sensible  explosion  whatever.  For 
example,  Qrisolle  says — 

^  I  shall  never  forget  the  history  of  an  old  woman  in  the  Salp^- 
triire,  who,  in  the  month  of  May,  1831,  presented  herself  for  consul- 
tation ;  she  was  ordered  a  laxative,  to  restore  her  appetite,  which 
she  had  lost  for  a  day  or  two.  This  woman,  who  bore  no  trace  of 
my  serious  disorder,  nor  otherwise  complained  of  any  pain  ;  had  no 
heat  of  skin ;  her  pulse  was  slightly  frequent  and  irregular,  which 
might  be  explained  by  an  old  heart  affection ;  this  woman  still  took 
her  food,  in  the  course  of  the  day  made  several  turns  up  and  down 
tfie  court)  and  towards  the  close  of  the  day  she  sat  down  and  suddenly 
died.  {eUe  iasstt  st  mourut  subttemen^.^*  f 

*  8aea  very  weU  written  paper  in  a  recent  nnmber  of  the  HousehM  Words, 
«ilid«d  "Chemioal  CoatradiotioxiB,"  in  which  homoeopathy  is  spoken  of. 
Who  would  have  dreamt  ten  yean  ago  of  finding  homoeopathy  among  the 
HouMhold  Wdds  of  England? 

t  TtsM  pfataque  de  la  pneumonie  anx  differens  ages  et  dans  ses  rapports 
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It  is  not  easy  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  pneumonia  to 
the  practical  physician.  Next  to  typhus  fever  it  is,  according  to 
Dr.  Farr,*  the  most  deadly  disease  in  Britain.  One  out  of  every 
twenty-five  deaths  is  owing  to  this  disease;  so  far  from  in 
attack  giving  immunity  for  the  future,  as  is  the  case  more  or  leas 
with  typhus  fever,  it  is  its  own  most  prominent  predisposing 
cause.  Out  of  175  patients  ill  of  pneumonia,  questioned  by 
Grisolle,  54  had  previously  been  affected  with  the  disease. 
Chomelf  attended  a  patient  in  his  tenth  attack ;  and  Bush  men- 
tions a  German,  in  Philadelphia,  who  had  had  twenty-eight 
attacks  of  the  disease.:t  Not  only  is  it  a  frequent  and  fatal  dis- 
ease, but  it  is  one  which  can  be  recognised  by  a  skilful  physician 
with  infallible  certainty,  and  of  which  we  know  as  much  as  it  is 
possible  to  know  of  any  disease,  and  it  is  one  in  which  the  dif- 
ference of  success  in  the  application  of  medicine  seems  com- 
mensurate with  the  skill  exhibited  in  the  choice  of  the  remedy, 
and  the  timeliness  of  its  administration.  Thus  the  difference  of 
the  mortality,  under  the  most  approved  allopathic  and  homcso- 
pathic  treatment,  is  enormous ;  and  it  is  quite  within  the  sphere 
of  legitimate  expectation,  that  in  proper  hands  and  under  favour- 
able circum3tances,  all  cases  of  simple  pneumonia  will  be  cured 
with  almost  absolute  certainty. 

We  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the 
sedology  or  symptomatology  of  the  disease,  for  to  do  them  jus- 
tice, would  require  a  volume,  not  a  section  of  a  paper ;  but 
observing,  en  passant,  that  long  continued  exposure  to  intense 
cold  seems  the  great  exciting  cause  of  the  disease,  we  shall  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  structural  changes  of  the  part  which  is  the 
seat  of  the  disease,  as,  from  these,  in  this  instance  we  can  deduce 
both  the  symptoms  and  the  remedy. 

To  have  a  precise  idea  of  what  inflammation  of  the  lungs  is, 

avec  les  antres  maladies  aigaes  et  chroniques,  par  A.  Grisolle,  D.  M.  P.,  p.  435. 
As  this  is  the  first  time  we  hare  had  occasion  to  refer  to  GrisoUe,  we  may 
mention  that  he  is  recognised  as  the  authority  in  pneumonia ;  and,  as  we  Bhall 
haye  frequent  oooasion  to  quote  from  his  work  in  the  sequel,  it  ia  weU  to  know 
that  Louis,  and  aU  the  highest  anthorities  in  Franooi  Germany  and  Britdi^ 
regard  Mons.  Grisolle  as  perfectly  trostworihy. 
*  Report  of  Annual  Mortality.  f  Diction,  de  Med.,  voL  xviL,  p^  214. 

t  Cydopflod.  of  Pract  Med.,  vol.  iii.,  p.  406L 
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we  most  fiist  thoTOtighly  understand  the  anatomical  and  physio- 
logioal  relations  of  the  longs  ;  and,  secondly,  be  acquainted 
with  certain  general  facts  regarding  inflammation,  and,  at  the 
risk  of  seeming  both  tedious  and  pedantic,  we  shall  make  a  ge<* 
neral  surrey  of  both  these  subjects. 

The  lobes  of  the  lungs,  viewed  anatomically,  have  been  com- 
pared to  cauliflower,  consisting,  as  they  do,  of  a  main  stem, 
branching  out  into  numerous  small  ofishoots,  which  end  in  blunt 
extremities,  like  minute  sausages.  These  stems  are  hollow  air 
tabes  of  elastic  tissue,  with  cartilaginous  rings  to  support  it, 
the  rings  becoming  plates  towards  the  termination  of  the  little 
branches,  to  enable  them  to  contract  and  dilate  with  the  entrance 
and  exit  of  air;  all  round  these  littie  blunt  branches  cluster 
innumerable  blood-vessels,  which  unite  with  one  another  at 
erery  p<mit,  so  as  to  make  an  inextricable  mesh  of  net  work.* 
Physiologically,  the  lungs  connect  the  blood  within  to  the  air 
without.  Here  the  blood  is  made.  Blood  consists  of  a  fluid  in 
which  blood-globules  swim.  This  fluid  contains  a  definite  quan- 
tity of  fibrine,  and  the  proportion  of  fibrine  to  globules  is  a 
matter  of  much  importance  in  a  pathological  point  of  view,  and 
to  it  we  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  revert.  Blood-globules 
consist  of  a  central  kemal  or  mass,  having  many  of  the  pro- 
perties of  fibrine,  and  round  this  there  is  a  capsule  which 
enlarges  and  contracts,  and  undergoes  a  process  of  development 
and  death  apparentiy. 

According  to  the  most  recent  observations,  the  most  probable 
explanation  of  the  way  blood  is  made  is  this.  In  the  chyle  are 
small  globules ;  these  chyle  or  lymph  globules  on  entering  the 
lungs  by  the  pulmonary  vein,  become  endowed  with  a  highly 
oiiganised  covering,  which  probably  has  the  power  of  secreting 
colouring  matter  and  the  other  secreted  constituents  of  a  true 
blood-globule.  This  blood-globule  once  made,  enjoys  a  sort 
of  independent  vitahty,  and  reacts  to  difierent  agents  like  a  living 
being.*  Simon  says,  Henle  coincides  in  this  view :  "  It  cannot 
be  doubted,"  says  Schulz,  "  that  the  blood-corpuscles  are  pro- 

*  See  BeiMeiBsen's  admSxsble  work  entitled  "  De  Fkbrioa  Pnlxnomim,"  pab- 
liflied  at  Beriin  in  1832. 

t  See  Simon's  Ghemistry,  vol.  Ist,  128— also  Sdiiilx  <^  fiber  die  Oebenunte 
AnflSiang  "  in  HolUand's  Journal,  April,  1838. 
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duoed  by  the  formation  of  a  coloured  capsule  round  the  lymph 
globules."  These  blood-globules  then  are  formed  in  the  lungs, 
and  a  condition  of  their  formation  is,  the  integrity  of  the  stmo- 
ture  of  the  lungs  and  of  the  respiratory  process.  Once  formed, 
they  are  carried  in  all  the  freshness  of  their  youth  to  the  left 
side  of  the  heart,  which  propels  them  by  its  vis  incita  through 
the  system,  where  as  ''  floating  centres  of  nutritioD,"  to  use  the 
words  of  Dr.  Martin  Barry,  *  they  subserve  their  great  purpose 
in  the  animal  economy,  continually  dying  and  being  reproduced; 
so  that  our  life  is  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  lives  of  these 
myriads  of  monads  which  float  in  our  arteries  and  veins. 

As  the  due  formation,  the  birth,  so  to  speak,  of  these  globules 
implies  the  perfect  integrity  of  the  respiratory  organs,  so  the  proper 
relation  of  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  body  generally  is  required 
for  the  manifestation  of  those  changes  on  which  nutrition  de- 
pends. Inflammation  implies  an  enormous  change  in  the 
relation  of  the  capillary  vessels  to  the  contained  blood.  Inflam- 
mation consists  of  three  stages ;  in  the  first  the  capillary  vessels 
are  contracted,  and  according  to  hydraulic  laws,  the  motion  erf 
the  blood  hastened — this  is  the  latent  stage,  the  existence  of 
which  was  long  denied,  and  still  is  by  some  physiologists,  but 
which  seems  estabUshed  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  by  the 
researches  of  W.  Phillip,  Ealtenbrunner,  Wedemayer,  Soxdi, 
and  a  host  of  others ;  in  the  second  there  is  a  dilatation  of  the 
capillary  vessels,  the  blood-globules  are  no  longer  transmitted ; 
they  adhere  to  the  sides  of  the  vessels,  break  up,  their  living 
tunic  is  destroyed,  the  red  colouring  matter  diffused  through 
the  serum,  and  the  central  kernel  escapes ;  it  is  a  questioii  at 
present  whether  this  central  kernel  is  metamorphosed  into  a 
true  pus  globule  or  not.  The  death  and  dissolution  of  the  blood- 
globules  implies  the  cessation  of  all  the  reciprocal  actions  which 
in  health  take  place  between  the  vessels  and  its  contents,  and 
with  this  arrest  there  stop  also  all  those  electric  and  other  phe- 
nomena (the  odylic  ?)  which  Matteucci  has  shown  to  attend  all 
vital  processes.  It  may  be,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Bobert0,t  that 
the  inflammation  is  a  de-electrifying  process,  and  that  a  certain 

•  On  the  xmdeiis  of  the  animal  and  vegetahle  cell,  In  EcL  New  FUL 
Joamal,  for  1847. 
t  Magawne  and  Joornsl  of  Science,  8rd  series,  Joly,  1841. 
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imonnt  of  deotrio  action  is  necessary  to  neutralize  the  capillary 
attraction^  and  permit  the  free  passage  of  the  blood  in  health 
through  the  minute  tabes. 

The  blood  also  ondergoes  important  changes.  In  all  pure  in- 
flammations there  is  a  considerable  increase  of  the  fibrine  and  a 
proportional  diminution  of  the  blood-globules.*  At  this  stage  the 
Teasels  are  turgid,  throbbing,  the  walls  distended  almost  to  burst- 
ing, the  eflfect  of  this  is  an  increase  either  of  the  general  or  special 
flenmhility  of  the  part ;  pain  does  not  necessarily  attend  inflam- 
mation, but  very  often,  we  repeat,  increased  special  sensibility,  for 
each  part  has  its  own  sensibility.  This  distension  of  the  blood- ves- 
leb  and  increase  of  sensibility  disturbs  the  sympathetic  relations 
of  an  inflamed  part,  and  the  heart  which,  though  the  most  indepen- 
dent»  is  yet  the  most  responsive  organ  of  the  body,  participates  in 
tfie  local  disturbance  to  a  degree  depending  chiefly  upon  the  amount 
of  pain,  and  the  extent  of  the  lesion ;  besides,  being  thus  forced  to 
beoome  a  link  in  the  chain  of  morbid  phenomena  by  sympathy,  if 
the  inflamed  part  be,  as  is  the  case  with  the  lungs,  a  yery  yascular 
tiflsae,  it  may  thus  cause  an  undue  opposition  to  the  passage  of 
the  blood  requiring  increased  mechanical  force  to  overcome  it 
The  third  stage  of  inflammation  consists  in  the  restoration  of 
the  capillaries  to  their  normal  state,  and  as  Talleyrand  said  that 
the  worst  revolution  was  a  restoration,  so  in  the  capillary  king- 
dom, the  restoration  of  their  original  constitution  is  seldom 
eflbotod  without  the  formation  of  new  products  of  every  variety 
of  kind.  The  most  important  for  us  at  present  is  organizable 
lynpli,  which  oonsists  of  a  strong  solution  of  fibrine  apparently^ 
and  the  tendency  of  this  is  to  assume  definite  shapes,  depending 
np(m  the  form  of  the  part  where  it  is  laid  down.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  important  terminations  of  iuflammation.t 

In  applying  these  general  facts  to  the  peripneumonia  of 
ffil^oerates,:t  the  pneumonia  of  the  modems,  we  find  that 

•  Andnl  Enai  d'  H6matalogie  Pathologiqiie,  1848.  A  work  we  shall  have 
oeeiricip  fteqaently  to  refer  to— it  is  the  standard  one  upon  the  salject 

tneteher'sXleiiieiitsorP^iiUiologj,  Art  Inflammation. 

I  IjMnmec  obserres  in  a  fbot  note,  that  it  is  a  common  mistake  to  suppose 
tfie  jwr%nemnonia  implied  inflammation  of  the  integoments  as  weU  as  of  the 
tangs.  This  it  does  not  do  in  Iffippocrates.— Traits  de  rAnsenltation  Mediate, 
Fteis,  1SS6,  p.  Sas. 
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Stokes*  is  one  of  the  few  writers  who  insists  upon  ihe  pro- 
bability of  a  stage  in  pneumonia  prior  to  the  first  stage  of 
Laenneo.  Whether  this  stage  of  the  contraction  of  the  capillaries 
be  recognisable  or  not,  may  be  a  qaestion;  of  its  existence 
there  can  be  none,  unless  we  were  to  suppose  a  violation  of  all 
analogies  in  regard  to  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  In  this  stage 
of  the  pneumonic  process  there  is  a  contraction  of  the  capillaries 
of  a  portion  of  the  substance  of  the  lung,  that  is  of  the  minute 
air-vessels  in  which  all  the  larger  tubes  terminate.  As  it  is 
impossible  to  recognise  with  precision  the  moment  of  the  acces- 
sion of  this  change,  so  its  exact  duration  cannot  be  determined. 
It  may  be  coincident  with  the  shivering  which  so  frequently 
precedes  an  attack  of  pneumonia;  but  even  if  it  were,  this  is  too 
uncertain  and  irregular  to  be  a  good  point  de  depart. 

The  first  stage  of  Laennec,  and  all  practical  physicians  (except 
Stokes)  is  that  of  capillary  dilatation  and  consequent  engorge- 
ment     The  lung  in  this  stage  presents  just  such  appearances 
as  might  be  expected,  firom  the  retention  of  a  surplusage  of  blood 
in  a  very  vascular  spongy  substance.     It  becomes  firmer,  of  a 
Uvid  or  violet  colour,  and  when  cut  into  a  coloured  serous  fluid 
as  well  as  blood  flows  freely  fr*om  the  incisions.     We  learn  no- 
thing particular  from  the  miscroscopic  examination  of  this  staga 
The  effects  of  the  engorgement  of  the  capillary  vessels  of  the 
organ  on  whose  integrity  all  the  functions  depend,  must  be  nu- 
merous and  important.     The  immediate  physiological  e£fect  will 
be  a  sense  of  oppression,  such  as  felt  in  the  first  stage  of  suffoca- 
tion. The  stimulus  to  inspiration  is  the  presence  of  carbonic  aoid 
in  the  lungs,  in  undue  amount;  there  is  an  instinctive  sense  of 
its  inadequacy  to  support  life,  and  an  instinctive  effort  to  get  rid  of 
the  uneasiness  its  presence  produces  by  breathing  a-fresh,  the  leas' 
complete  the  success  of  each  effort,  the  more  frequently  will  it  be 
repeated,  even  to  panting.  In  the  case  of  pneumonia  this  dyspnoea 
and  accelerated  respiration  has  a  double  origin,  the  first  and  far  the 
most  important  is,  the  increased  specific  sensibihty  of  the  lung. 
The  lung  is  specifically  sensible  to  the  presence  of  carbonic  acid, 
but  the  inflamed  lung  is  pretematurally  sensitive.    This  position 

*  Treatise  on  DiagnoslB  and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest,  pari  1,  p.  810. 
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wfaicli  1V6  liETe  no  where  eeea  Btated,  aeems  to  Hi  proTed  by  the 
iDllowing  oonsiderations.  First,  the  amount  of  abnormal  exoeee 
of  oarbonio  aoid  is  Tory  trifling ;  according  to  Davy,^  the  dif* 
ftrenoe  of  the  qaantity  of  air  in  the  longs  before  and  after  an 
eiq^iration  is  as  I]  8  to  108  inches,  that  is,  about  10  to  18  inches 
•IB  dumged  each  time,  or  not  much  above  a  10th.  This  is  the 
ttnount  of  change  in  the  whole  lungs.  Let  us  consider  how 
inaignificani  the  e£fect  upon  the  general  respiratory  process,  the 
ooduaion  of  a  lobule  must  have.  Again :  all  causes  which  in- 
ovease  the  pulmonary  sensibility,  augment  the  dyflpnoea ;  f  as 
fiur  eouunple,  an  exanthematous  disease.  Besides,  the  lung  may 
be  ooduded  more  completely,  and  to  a  much  larger  extent,  as  in 
phthisis,  and  even  in  what  is  called  latent  pneumonia,  with  little 
aooderation  of  the  breathing,  and  without  a  trace  of  difi&culty. 
Dyapncea  then,  which  Qiisolle  speaks  of  as  a  constant  symptom, 
and  which  for  reasons  obvious  on  a  moment  s  reflection,  is  more 
important  to  us  as  homoeopathists  than  the  physical  signs  of 
tibe  disease,  depeiKhs,  like  all  other  vital  phenomena,  upon  the 
combination  of  two  causes— the  one  a  preternatural  sensibility  of 
lihe  a£Ei90ted  part  to  the  natural  stimulus  on  which  its  action  de- 
pends; and  the  other  an  excessive  amount  of  that  natural 
•timnlus.  We  have  the  phenomenon  analized  in  nervous  asthma, 
and  suffocation  by  carbonic  acid  gas.  In  the  former  the  irrita- 
bility is  excessive,  the  stimulus  natural ;  in  the  other  the  irrita- 
bility is  natural,  the  stimulus  excessive — ^we  are  speaking  at 
present  only  of  the  dyspnoea  that  attends  the  first  stagey 
that  vriiich  attends  the  third,  or  fatal  stage,  has  different  rela- 
tioQS  altogether.  The  explanation  of  most  of  the  other  phe- 
nomena are  deducible  from  the  accelerated  respiraiion.  The 
poise  is  almost  always  full  and  rapid,  more  constantly  so, 
aooording  to  QrisoUe,  than  in  almost  any  other  acute  disease. 
Without  entering  more  fully  into  the  physiological  considerations 
of  the  point,  it  is  enough  to  observe,  that  the  heart  is  so  related 
both  by  the  respiratory  system  of  nerves,  and  mechanically  to 
the  lungs,  that  it  is  dmost  inconceivable  that  it  should  not  par- 
tidpate  in  any  disturbance  affecting  them.    The  blood  being  the 

«  fiimoii*8  Chemifitry,  p.  126.  t  Cbnaolle. 
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river  of  life  which  permeates  the  whole  frame,  it  is  manifest  that 
whatever  troahles  it»  must  produce  general  derangement.  Now 
the  hlood  is  very  much  affected  in  pneumonia.  In  healthy  blood 
the  proportion  of  fibrine  is  from  two  to  three  j!?^  mille.*  Ac- 
cording to  Andral,t  in  pneumonia  it  rises  as  high  as  ten  jper 
mille,  higher  indeed  than  in  any  disease,  acute  rheumatism  ex- 
cepted. With  the  increase  of  fibrine,  tliere  is  a  diminution  of 
red  globules,  the  normal  average  of  these  is,  according  to  Le- 
canu,  127.     About   114   seems  the  average  in   pneumonia.^ 

It  is  obvious  that  so  important  a  change  in  the  blood  and  in 
the  heart's  action  must  affect  both  the  cerebro-spinal  axis  and  the 
organs  of  digestion.  Hence  we  find  delirium  frequent  and  in- 
tense, in  proportion  to  the  severity  of  the  local  disease ;  also  foul 
tongue,  constipation,  high-coloured  urine,  and  the  other  att^- 
dants  of  insufficient  innervation  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  renal 
apparatus. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject,  we  shall  briefly  advert 
to  the  question  of  whether  these  important  changes  in  the  blood 
are  primary  or  secondary.  Dietl  §  argues  that  the  changes  in 
the  blood  are  primary,  and  that  on  these  changes  the  dyspnoea, 
delirium,  &c.  depend.  The  question  has  been  set  at  rest  by  an 
experiment  of  Professor  Henderson,  who  bled  a  patient  at  an 
early  stage  of  pneumonia,  and  found  that  there  was  no  increase 
of  the  quantity  of  fibrine.  |j  Besides,  Andral  lays  it  down  as  a 
maxim  in  hematology,  that  the  exanthematous  diseases  never 
increase  the  proportion  of  fibrine  or  diminish  that  of  the  blood- 
globules.  Nay,  that  they  seem  to  exert  an  opposing  influence  to 
this  effect,  when  produced  by  an  intercurrent  acute  inflammation ; 
BO  that  if  a  pneumonia  be  not  very  extensive,  it  will  have  no  effect 
in  deranging  the  proportion  of  fibrine  blood-globules  if  it  occurs 
in  a  person  suffering  under  measles.  Now,  QrisoUe  mentions  a 
case  where  there  was  slight  pneumonia,  but  excessive  dyspnosa 
and  other  symptoms  occurring  in  the  course  of  an  attack  of 

*  Simon's  Chemistry,  p.  246.  fOp.eil^.  86. 

i  Andral  and  Gavarret,  Simon's  Chemistry. 

§  Der  Aderlass  in  der  Lungen  entUndnng.  Wien,  1849. 

I)  See  Essay  on  Pathology  in  7th  vol.  of  this  Joomal. 
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measleB,  which  proves  that  these  symptoms  could  not  be  owing 
to  the  change  in  the  blood  as  none  would  take  place. 

We  have  one  more  observation  to  make  on  the  cause  of  the 
dyspnoea  in  pneumonia,  it  is  extremely  similar  to  that  which 
precedes  an  attack  of  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  Now,  in  all 
hemorrhages  there  is  a  diminution  of  the  fibrine,  not  an  excess ; 
in  fact,  the  state  of  the  blood  is  diametrically  opposite  to  that 
in  pneumonia.  The  pathology  of  such  hcemorrhages  is  simple 
enough ;  there  is  a  congestion  of  the  lungs  relieved  by  an  effu- 
flion  of  blood.  They  often  happen  in  patients  whose  nervous 
system  is  deranged,  which  may  account  for  the  excessive 
dyspnoea  which  precedes  an  attack  of  hemorrhage — dyspnoea, 
greater  than  the  limited  portion  of  the  occluded  lung,  accounts 
for  on  mechanical  principles.  The  connection  of  hemorr- 
hages  with  neuropathia  is  a  subject  of  great  interest  to  the 
physician,  and  one  hitherto  but  little  worked  out. 

In  this  stage  when  the  blood  is  accumulated  in  the  vessels  of 
the  lungs,  and  the  blood-globules  broken  down  and  dissolved, 
there  is  an  exudation  of  bloody  serum  through  the  walls  of  the 
vessels  into  the  air-cells,  whence  result  the  rust-coloured  sputa, 
so  characteristic  of  the  disease.  It  is  probable  that  this  takes 
place  without  any  rupture  of  the  coats  of  the  vessels,  for 
Beisseissen*  found  that,  when  injecting  a  fine  fluid  into  the 
pulmonary  artery  or  vein  however  gently  he  did  it,  yet 
some  esci^ped  into  the  air-cells.  It  may  be  some  endos- 
mosio  process,  or  there  may  be  slight  rupture.  It  is 
impossible  to  decide,  and  it  is  no  matter.  The  other 
symptoms  of  the  pneumonia,  the  cough  and  pain,  are  no  way 
peculiar,  and  are  accounted  for  on  the  pathological  principles 
which  det^mine  these  phenomena  generally.  The  cough  is 
seldom  troublesome,  sometimes  altogether  absent;  the  pain 
quite  uncertain  in  its  seat,  character,  and  degree.  A  fatal  case 
of  pneumonia  of  the  ripht  lung  we  once  attended  began  by  ex- 
cessive pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart  and  dyspnoea.  The  cause 
of  the  pain  in  this  case  probably  was  owing  to  the  anastamosis 
of  the  respiratory  and  sensitive  systems  of  nerves.  But  a  full 
explanation  of  this  would  occupy  too  much- space.    It  is  well. 
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however,  to  remember  that  latent  pneumonia  ia  often  attended 
with  severe  pain  in  parts  distant  fit>m  the  seat  of  the  disease. 

The  second  stage  of  pneumonia  consists  of  the  secretion  and 
deposition  of  certain  matters  from  the  blood-vessels  into  the  air* 
ceUs  and  minute  bronchial  tubes.  Meckel  defines  inflammation 
to  be  a  cofigestion,  with  a  tendency  to  a  new  production.  The 
second  stage  may  in  some  respects  be  considered  as  the  tenni- 
nation  of  the  diseased  action,  for  if,  as  in  hemorrhage  from  the 
lungs  the  matter  secreted  were  capable  of  immediate  expulsion, 
then  the  congested  vessels  would  at  once  return  to  their  pristine 
integrity,  and  the  functions  of  respiration  go  on  unimpaired. 
But  this  is  not  the  case ;  the  matter  secreted  and  effused  must 
be  looked  upon  as  an  altogether  new  formation  which  lies  im* 
bedded  in  the  lungs,  and  undergoes  certain  transformations  ac- 
cording to  fixed  laws  of  its  being;  and  it  becomes  of  the 
greatest  interest  to  ascertain  what  this  substance  consists  of,  and 
what  changes  it  tends  to  undergo.  We  may  look  upon  this 
subject  as  exhausted,  it  has  been  so  thoroughly  examined ;  one 
of  the  best  papers  upon  it  is  by  Professor  Henderson  in  the 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Scietice,  published  in  Edinburgh 
in  1841.  There  is  also  a  very  full  and  concise  paper  by  Dr. 
Aitken,  of  Glasgow,  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  SurffietU 
Journal,  No.  178. 

*' Viewed  under  the  microscope,"  says  Professor  Hasse,*  "  an 
exudation  of  genuine  pneumonia  reveals  a  distinctly  granulated 
condition,  and,  generally  speaking,  an  elementary  compositioii 
varying  as  this  second  stage  is  more  or  less  advanced.  Nmnerous 
examinations  have  induced  me  to  believe  that  in  this  kind  of 
pneumonia  the  efiused  substances  are  originally  fluid,  thea 
coagulate  to  a  tolerable  degree  of  solidity;  and  finally,  again 
liquify.  In  the  primary  form  these  substances,  as  above  stated, 
display  a  number  of  blood  disks  imbedded  in  a  nearly  amor* 
phous,  slightly  granulated  or  striated  mass.  On  being  treated 
with  watOT  this  mass  still  exhibits  no  cells  (beyond  a  few  shed 
ciliary  cylinders),  but  numerous  elementary  granules  either 

*  Anatomical  description  of  the  diseases  of  the  organs  of  circulation,  and 
respiration,  by  C.  £.  Basse,  M.D.,  &c.  &c.;  translated  and  edited  by  W. 
£.  Swaine,  M.D.,  p.  210-11. 
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acatieied  siiigly  or  oolleotal  in  groups.  Acedo  aoid  diasolTes 
the  greater  portion  of  the  mass,  leaying  unchanged  only  the 
dementary  granules,  and  more  or  fewer  spherical  nuclei  of 
various  magnitudes.  When  some  time  elapses  before  the  co- 
agulation of  the  effused  substances  takes  place^  these  nuclei 
become  previously  sheathed  in  spherical  cells — exudation  cells. 
tkStet  coagulation,  the  mass  becomes  amorpho-granular  by  me- 
chanical division,  a  display  of  certain  forms  only,  for  the  most 
part  exudation  cells — ^is  sometimes  produced ;  by  treatment  with 
Acetio  add  this  mass  is  again  almost  entirely  dissolved,  those 
elementary  granules  and  spheroid  nuclei  alone  remaining.  With 
the  ultimate  liquifiEiction  of  the  ooagulate  effusion  the  true  develop- 
ment of  cells  appears  to  take  place ;  and  it  now  depends  upon 
relations  not  clearly  definable  whether  more  exudation  cells  or 
more  pus  globules  are  developed.  These  two  last  forms  consti- 
tate  by  fiur  the  greatest  portion  of  the  mass,  and  become  readily 
disoemible  on  the  application  of  Acetic  acid.  In  this  variety 
of  pneumonia,  granule  cells  appear  to  form  in  very  small  num- 
bers, and  often  not  at  all."  Professor  Hasse  adds  in  a  note—* 
**  These  microscopic  relations  would  hardly  justify  the  adoption 
of  the  epithet — '  Croupal,'  as  applied  by  Bokitansky  to  gen- 
uine pneumonia,  inasmuch  as  the  false  membrane  in  real  croup 
displays  a  different  elementary  composition." 

The  most  important  considerations  in  a  practical  point  of 
view  in  reference  to  this  stage,  are  that  the  first  and  second 
stages  are  almost  always  going  on  together  in  the  lung,  though 
of  eourse  not  in  the  same  part  of  the  lung,  that  we  can  hope  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  first  but  have  no  control  over  the 
second,  and  that  the  kind  of  deposition  depends  upon  the  state 
of  the  general  health ;  thus,  in  cachetio  persons,  the  deposition 
is  more  granular,  that  is,  more  allied  to  pus,  while  in  the 
vigorous  it  is  more  fibrinous,  and  sometimes,  whatever  Professor 
Hasse  may  say  to  the  contrary,  has  all  the  properties  of  the  false 
membrane  of  croup.  Gases  are  recorded  of  pneumonia  termi- 
nating in  the  coughing  up  of  tubes  having  the  form  of  the 
minute  ramifications  of  the  bronchia ;  so  that  it  depends  upon 
whether  the  patient  is  in  a  dysorastic  or  eucbrastic  state,  the  pe- 
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oalitr  organization  or  disorganization  of  the  eecieted  deposit  in 
his  lungs  as  the  termination  of  their  inflamed  condition. 

We  may  observe,  that  with  the  setting  in  of  this  stage  there 
is  an  immediate  relief  to  all  the  sensible  symptoms  of  the 
patient.  In  some  oases  this  relief  is  almost  instantaneons. 
The  apparent  relief  afforded  by  blood-letting,  is  owing  \o  its  fie- 
qnently  being  made  at  the  time  when  this  second  stage  was  jost 
setting  in.  This  fact  is  established  beyond  a  doubt  by  DietL* 
However,  we  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  blood-letting  does  give 
temporary  relief  in  this  affection  if  performed  at  the  time  of  the 
greatest  engorgement  of  the  lungs,  and  before  much  deposition 
has  taken  place.  It  acts  by  relieving  the  heart's  action,  lessening 
the  amount  of  load  propelled  by  that  overburdened  organ,  also 
by  reducing  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  gorged  capillanes ;  but 
this  it  ccm  only  do  by  withdrawing  blood  firom  the  general  cir- 
culation, and  thus  augmenting  the  risk  of  inducing  a  feebleness 
of  the  system  like  that  of  dyscrasia,  and  so  making  it  more  liable 
to  deposit  rather  the  granular,  inorganizable  matter  than  the 
healthy  and  organizable  in  the  tissue  of  the  lungs,  with,  of 
course,  the  most  disastrous  ultimate  issue  to  the  patient.  How- 
ever, if  we  had  not  specific  medicines  to  administer*  notwith- 
standing all  that  Dietl  says,  we  should  bleed  in  the  first  stage  of 
pneumonia  in  all  healthy  persons  as  a  general  rule. 

Let  us,  before  passing  to  the  third  stage,  recapitulate  the 
characteristics  of  the  second,  technically  called  the  stage  of  red 
hepatization.  It  consists  of  a  deposit  of  an  organizable,  par- 
tially reticulated  mass,  and  of  granules  in  the  air-cells,  and 
ultimate  air-tubes  of  the  lungs.  The  organizable  portion  con- 
sists of  a  semifluid  substance  containing  a  quantity  of  half-dis- 
solved, or  suspended  fibrine.  The  granules  are  peculiar  bodies^ 
from  which  j9t^«  is  formed. 

The  third  stage  of  the  disease,  or  that  of  grey  hepatization, 
consists  in  the  transformation  of  this  effused  jelly  mass  more  or 
less  entirely  into  pus  by  the  agency  of  these  pus- granules.  The 
origin  of  pus-granules  is  not  known.  Some  physiologistsf  sup- 
pose them  to  be  transformed  blood-globule  kernels ;  but  this  is 

*  Op.dt,  f  G«ndrin,  Donnd,  fte. 
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ttemely  improbable.  Professor  Olhge,^  in  bis  short  and  ad- 
rable  treatise  on  the  blood,  rejects  this  notion.  He  thasf 
MnibeB  the  appearanoe  of  a  pus-granule  when  magnified  300 
400  hundred  times.  **  They  consist  of  a  whitish  grey  mass, 
HMwhat  elastio  and  of  no  great  consistency ;  throughout  the 
lole  of  this  mass  4  or  5  dark  points  penetrate ;  these  black 
juts  can  be  separated  from  the  white  pretty  easily.  The 
gw  of  the  pus-granule  are  irregular,  and  slightly  puckered 
eficmzt);  they  preserve  their  original  form  for  14  days.  By 
Mit  process  these  bodies  are  formed  is  not  known."  Cor- 
pcifm  and  death  are  as  great  mysteries  as  organization  and 
b.  As  Jaques  says — "  From  hour  to  hour  we  ripe  and  ripe, 
jd  then  from  hour  to  hour  we  rot  and  rot" 
In  a  lung,  which  is  the  seat  of  red  hepatization,  the  two  pro- 
BWB  $ii%  going  on  simultaneously,  the  formation  of  granules  of 
li^  and  the  formation  of  organizable  material  On  the  relative 
lurani  of  the  two  actions  depends  the  course  and  issue  of  the 
ae.  If  all  the  effused  material  or  the  greater  part  were  to  be 
ganized,  we  should  have  membranous  tubes,  as  in  croup, 
ling  up  the  air-vessels  and  vesicles ;  and  these  might  be  per- 
inent,  and  give  rise  to  solidity  of  the  lung  which  sometimes 
Migh  very'rarely  remains  after  pneumonia.  There  is  a  prepara- 
m  in  the  Hunterian  Museum  of  Glasgow  of  the  lungs  of 
iog  quite  solidified  by  a  cartilaginous  deposit,  which  is  only  a 
Sbrent  form  of  this  organizable  substance.  If,  on  the  other 
nd,  the  whole  effused  substance  become  purulent,  then  the 
Bg  ia  disorganized,  for  pus  acts  like  a  foreign  body,  and 
luces  the  destruction  of  the  parts  it  touches,  negatively  if  not 
sitively.  Between  these  two  extremes  we  have  every  variety, 
pending  upon  the  extent  of  the  lesion,  the  constitution  of  the 
tient,  and  various  other  modifying  conditions  too  minute  and 
imerous  to  specify. 

We  read  constantly  of  the  danger  of  tubercles  supervening  on 
leomonia.  Now,  this  termination  is  certainly  not  suggested 
'  a  study  of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  diseases,  and  we  find 

*  Aiifttoiiiifldi-mlcioie<^aadhe  Untennichungen  zur  allgemeinen  and  spezi- 
en  FitlioJogie,  tod  G.  Qlage.    Minden  and  Leipzig,  1839.       f  P*  ^7* 
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the  highest  aathorities  are*agaiii8t  it.  Louis,*  die  foimtiin  of  all 
our  accurate  knowledge  regarding  phthisis,  Tery  specifically  rejects 
the  notion  after  a  most  careful  examination  of  eighty  jdithisical 
patients ;  and  Grisolle^t  who  is  an  equally  high  authority  on 
pneumonia,  sums  up  the  question  with  the  following  state* 
ments : — '^  I  conclude,  from  what  precedes,  ist  that  phthisis 
does  not  immediately  follow  pneumonia  except  in  very  raie 
cases  (less  than  one-thirtieth  of  the  whole  number) ;  liindly* 
that  even  under  these  circumstances  it  is  by  no  means  prored 
that  the  tubercular  affection  is  a  consequ^ice  of  pneumonia 
— all  presumptiye  evidence  goes  on  the  contrary  to  support  the 
notion,  that  the  tubercles  existed  before  die  pneumonia,  and 
have,  perhaps,  acted  as  its  cause.  Srdly.  that,  in  cases  of  cod* 
ceeding  rarity  (since  for  my  own  part  I  have  neyer  obeerred 
such),  where  miliary  tubercles  appeared  to  form  in  hepatiaed 
lung,  the  pneumonia  has  then  acted  as  the  exciting,  and  by  no 
means  as  the  proximate  cause.  And  I  consider  the  diffifsion  of  tu- 
bercles through  the  influence  of  pneumonia  in  persons  simply  psre- 
disposed  to  the  disease,  as  an  occurrence  of  great  rarity.  Thus, 
among  805  patients,  whose  cases  I  haye  analysed  for  this 
work,  22  presented  those  peculiarities  of  constitution  which  aie 
commonly  regarded  as  forming  a  predisposition  to  phthisis;  be- 
sides, more  than  one-half  of  them  had  had  one  or  more  of  their 
nearest  relations  cut  off  by  phthisis,  and  yet  aU  these  indi* 
viduals,  without  exception,  recovered  from,  the  attack  of  pul- 
monary inflammation,  and  left  the  hospital  perfectly  restored  to 
health.  Nor  did  the  pneumonia  in  these  cases  differ  either  in 
respect  of  its  cause,  its  symptoms  or  its  progress,  from  the  ordi- 
nary pneumonia  occurring  in  subjects  not  predisposed  to  the 
tuberculous  affection/'f  The  mutual  corroboration  of  two  such 
men  as  Louis  and  GrisoUe,  we  look  upon  as  finally  settling  the 
question,  and  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  relieve  the  anxie^  of 
practitioners  in  treating  this  class  of  affection. 

Practically  the  most  important  thing  to  consider  now^  i$ 
whether  there  are  any  means  of  recognising  and  arresting,  or 
modifying  the  transformation  of  the  red  into  the  grey  hepatiza- 
tion, or  the  transition  of  the  second  into  the  third  stage.    After 

*  LooLs — Researches  on  Phthisis.  1846.  p.  495,  et  seq.  f  Op.  dL 
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a  aost  oarafol  eacamiiuitioii  of  the  anlrject,  Griaolte*  says — ''  I 
•onchide,  from  all  that  hat  gone  before,  that  the  two  first  stages 
ef  pneomoBia  may  be  oertainly  diagnosed  (seront  diagno8tiqu6s 
Rremeat),  and  distingnished  the  one  frmn  the  oiher^  by  the  aid 
ol  iDWiltation,  but  that  there  exists  at  present  no  stethosoopie 
■jinptoii^  nor  any  ohaiacter  of  the  expeetoration,  by  whioh 
V6  oan  a£Brm  that  the  pneumonia  has  passed  into  the  grey  hepa- 
tiaation."  That  it  is  impossible  to  reoognise  the  third  stage  we 
do  not  aflkm,  but  when  so  ezperienoed  a  physioian  as  Orisolle 
tana  m  he  cannot  do  it,  we  should  oertainly  receiye  with  oonai- 
dflcaUe  doubt  the  contrary  assertion,  however  confidently  made, 
ef  all  ordinary  practitionerB,  be  they  allopathio^  hydropathic, 
kineBipathio,  homaeopathic,  odylopathic,  or  any  other  pathic 
that  i%  or  is  to  be.  A  disease  we  cannot  know  we  cannot  treat. 
And,  therefore,  we  look  upon  the  third  stage  of  pneumonia,  or 
that  in  which  the  deposited  material  is  undergoing  its  process 
of  oonmpticm,  as  beyond  the  zeach  of  direct  remediid  appliances, 
joat  aa  much  as  morbid  action  occurring  in  a  foetus.  Foetuses 
die  of  pneumonia  ;  but  how  are  we  to  find  it  out  ?  and  if  we 
did,  hoiw  are  we  to  afifect  it  ?  All  we  can  do  is  to  improve  the 
motber^a  health.  The  individual  is  to  the  pneumonic  mass, 
undergoing  development,  in  the  relation  of  a  parent  to  a  child — 
lie  gave  it  birth,  and  gives  it  nourishment,  but  it  lives  upon  him 
faritaeU: 

Pneumonia  terminates  in  recovery,  more  or  less  perfect,  or 
death.  The  former  is  brought  about  by  the  absorption,  in 
whole  or  part,  of  the  deposited  material  into  the  piass  of  the 
drcniation,  where  it  is  gradually  eliminated  by  various  pro- 
ceases,  leaving  the  lung  either  perfectly  sound  or  partially  des- 
troyed in  structure,  the  cell  walls  being  broken  down  and  the 
affected  part  lastingly  weakened,  and,  in  consequence,  always 
mora  liable  to  a  fresh  attack;  or  not  ruptured  but  solidified,  by 
tho  fipnMtiou  of  a  thickened  membrane  upon  the  air-cells  and 
tijiboa- 

Death  by  pneumoiiia  is  caused  by  suffocation.  This  does  not 
imply  a  mechaiiiQal  hindrance  to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the 
ImgB,  it  implies  the  arrest  of  the  reciprocal  action  of  the  air 

•  Op,  cU.  p.  4W. 
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upon  the  blood  in  the  Itmgs.  This  impainnent  of  the  pnl- 
monary  function  may  arise  from  a  stractoral  change  such  as 
that  caused  by  the  pneumonic  process,  or  by  a  change  in  the 
blood  itself,  or  by  a  change  in  the  innervation  of  the  part 
All  these  causes  are  combined  in  pneumonia :  part  of  the  Inng 
is  blocked  up,  in  it  the  blood  is  not  purified,  because  neither  air 
nor  blood  pass  through  it  The  rest  of  the  lung  is  acting  ia 
most  unfavourable  circumstances.  The  blood  is  tainted,  fiill 
of  old  globules  not  properly  vivified,  pus- globules,  and  the 
detritus  of  a  corrupt  lung.  The  lung,  like  every  other  organ  and 
more  than  most,  requires  a  full  allowance  of  nervous  influence 
(as  is  shewn  by  the  phenomena  of  asthma,  which  depends  upon 
a  partial  paralysis  of  the  pulmonary  nerves),  but  the  nervous 
centres  cannot  be  up  to  the  mark  if  not  properly  nourished,  and 
impure  blood  does  not  nourish  them.  Last  of  all  the  heart,  that 
"  primum  saliens  et  ultimum  moriens,"  becomes  involved  in 
the  fatal  concatenation,  it  continues  to  propel  the  blood  till  the 
last,  but  such  blood  as  the  lungs  furnish  is  of  no  use,  and  acts 
as  a  poison  on  the  brain,  so  that  in  this,  as  in  all  other  kinds  of 
suffocation,  a  man  dies  poisoned  by  his  own  blood,  to  use  the 
words  of  Bichat.  As  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  practical 
physician  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  the  phenomena  of  asphyxia,  we 
may  sum  them  up  in  the  words  of  the  late  Professor  J,  Beid, 
who  investigated  the  subject  in  the  most  full  and  satisfactory 
way,  and  cleared  up  many  embarrassing  discrepancies,  and  rec- 
tified much  prevaiUng  error:— 

<<  We  believe,  then,  that  in  asphyxia  the  order  of  succession  in 
which  the  vital  processes  are  arrested  is  as  follows: — ^the  vemms 
blood  is  first  transmitted  freely  through  the  lungs,  and  reaches  the 
left  side  of  the  heart,  by  which  it  is  driven  through  all  the  textures 
of  the  body;  as  the  blood  becomes  more  venous,  its  circulation 
through  the  vessels  of  the  brain  deranges  the  sensitive  functions, 
and  rapidly  suspends  them,  so  that  the  individual  becomes  nncdu 
scious  of  all  external  impressions.  The  functions  of  the  medulla 
oblongata  are  infeebled  about  th6  same  period  that  the  sensitive 
functions  are  arrested  (delirium  is  always  a  bad  sign  in  pneumonia), 
but  are  not  fairly  suspended  for  some  time  longer.  Inunediate^ 
after  the  sensitive  functions  are  suspended,  and  the  blood  has  become 
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sliD  more  venous,  it  is  transmitted  with  difficulty  through  the  ca])il- 
laries  of  the  lungs,  and,  consequently,  begins  to  collect  in  the  right 
side  of  the  heart.  A  smaller  quantity  of  blood  must  now  necessarily 
reach  tiie  left  ode  of  the  heart,  and  this  diminution  of  the  quantity 
A  blood  sent  along  the  arteries,  conjoined  with  ita  yenoua  character, 
nd  die  ultimate  arrestment  of  the  circulation,  being  circmnstancea 
■oonqpatihle  with  the  manifeatationi  of  vitality  in  the  other  tissues  of 
the  body,  general  death  is  sooner  or  later  induced."  * 

The  indications  for  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  are  ex- 
tremely simple :  we  most  find  a  medicine  which  has  the  power  of 
iirresting  the  first  stage^  tihat  is  of  restoring  the  capillaries 
engorged  with  blood,  and  preparing  to  deposit  the  substances  we 
have  described  as  peculiar  to  this  disease,  to  their  natural  state, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  we  should  allay  the  sympathetic  irritation 
of  the  system,  on  which  the  general  fever  depends.  If  we  can 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  engorgement,  we  quench  the  circum- 
ference of  the  conflagration,  and  we  may  leave  the  morbific 
matter  which  has  been  deposited  to  be  disposed  of  according  to 
the  laws  of  morbid  action.  If  we  can  find  any  medicines  which 
act  directly  on  the  tissue  of  the  lung,  and  produce  this  inflam- 
matory action,  then  we  may  be  satisfied  that  they  will  operate 
eoratively  in  pneumonia.  In  considering  the  relative  value  of  the 
different  medicines  we  are  about  to  cite,  we  must  place  much 
more  reliance  upon  clinical  experience  in  ascertaining  their  worth 
in  this  disease  than  inmost  others,  for  pneuiponia  ofiers  so  few 
mieqoivocal  rational  signs  that  we  cannot  certainly  predicate  of 
the  effects  of  a  medicine,  as  exhibited  in  its  proving,  that  they 
aiB  those  of  pneumonia.  However,  we  need  regret  this  the  less 
as  we  have  ample  and  undoubted  clinical  experience  to  assist  us, 
and  we  may  say  that  our  knowledge  of  the  treatment  is  now  as 
perfect  as  our  diagnosis  of  the  disease.  In  the  observations  we 
816  about  to  make,  we  have  been  muoh  indebted  to  a  series  of 
artioles  that  appeared  in  the  first  three  numbers  of  the  "  Homoo- 
pathische  Vierteljahrschrift,"  by  its  pains-taking  editor.  Dr. 
G.  MiiUer,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  using  the  materials  he 
has  presented,  without  ourselves  verifying  their  accuracy  by  com- 
paring them  with  the  original  sources  whence  he  obtained  them. 

*EJ&idmTghMtiiM  awl  ^Srir^icoZ  Jbumii,  voL  56,  p.  450,  for  the  year  1841. 
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The  only  mecfeines  wbich  we  propose  to  consider  we  Awmfiti^ 
Bryonia,  Pho8p}ionis»  and  Tartar  emetio.  For  on  a  oarald 
perasal  ^of  the  |)froving  (^  thd  odier  raedioinea  oiled  in  Dr. 
MtSller*8  papefr,  and  the  alleged  eoree  of  pnenmoma  tiy  tlidr 
administration,  'we  cotne  to  tlie  conchxmon  that  the  etidenoe  for 
their  being  of  Buoh  decided  use  as  to  wanrant  tiieir  employmeitft 
in  pure  pnetimonia  was  qnite  insufficient.  Even  BeHadomia  we 
do  not  admit  although  we  have  bigh  testimony  in  its  fovonr. 
Tins  testimony,  however,  is  qualified  by  the  observalion  of  its 
great  utility  in  pneumonia  occurring  with  Boarlet  fsvety  wfaieh 
entirely  alters  the  case,  and  as  in  this  paper  we  have  refrained 
from  noticing  any  other  form  of  disease  than  pure  pneumonia, 
we  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  enter  into  an  investigation  oi 
the  virtues  of  Belladonna  in  this  oomplioatiom  There  would  be 
abundance  of  material  for  another  pi^er  npon  theoompKoationB 
of  pneumonia  and  their  treatment,  and  we  trust  some  expe- 
rienced physician  may  take  up  this  subject.  Our  ehief  reaecm 
for  rejecting  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the  utility  of  Belladonna, 
Pulsatilla,  Zinc,  &c.,  is  die  extremely  bald  narration  of  the  eases 
in  which  thej  were  said  to  be  of  use,  and  really  we  blush  to  ve^ 
oord  that  out  of  a  very  large  series  of  oases  collected  by  Dr. 
Mfiller  from  tbe  various  Journals,  there  is  hardly  one  in  whioh 
the  diagnostic  signs  of  pneumonia  €ire  given  in  a  way  to  satisiy 
a  modem  physician.  To  this  general  remark  th«^  are  sone 
honourable  exceptions.  Without  further  prefece  we  shall  oon- 
sider  the  claims  <^  Aoonite  as  «  remedy  in  the  first  Btage  of 
pneumonia. 

'the  proving  of  Aconite  in  the  "*  Oesterreichisehe  ZeitMlnift 
fur  Homoopathie"  by  Dr.  Gcrstel,  of  Vienna,  is  so  perfect  that 
it  leaves  us  nothing  more  to  wish. 

Experiments  on  animals  prove  that  Aconite  induces  engorge 
ment  of  capillary  vessels  generally.  It  was  found  by  Dr.  Fxe* 
vest,*  that  if  Aconite  much  diluted  by  water  was  brought  in  oon^* 
tact  with  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot,  contraction  and  afterwards 
dilatation,  &c.,  of  the  capillary  vessels  ensued.  These  experi^ 
ments  are  corroborated  by  others,  and  by  many  analagous  feois. 

*  MemoicQs  de  la  8oe,  de  PkyB.  et  d*  Hist  Nat  de  QondTo,  t  vL,  p.  JU 
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m  Huk  to  hogok  with,  we  may  say  that  Aconite  tendis  generally 
Id  prodnoe,  er§o,  to  ouie,  capiUary  engorgement  Oifila  *  found 
in  a  dog  poisoned  with  Aeonite,  that  the  lungs  were  thickened, 
condensed  (dicht),  of  a  hrownish  colour,  and  full  of  blood,  and 
did  not  crepitate  as  in  the  normal  state.  We  do  not  place  much 
weight  upon  this  observation,  still  it  seems  to  indicate  a  certain 
tendency  to  local  action  in  the  direction  of  the  lungs. 

Most  of  the  persons  who  proved  Aconite  experienced  symp- 
toms of  its  direct  effect  upon  the  lungs.  Thus  Dr.  Bohmf 
after  taking  five  drops  of  the  tincture,  among  other  symptoms 
felt  a  tickling  in  the  larynx,  which  compelled  him  to  cough, 
also  firequent  stitohes  in  the  middle  of  the  sternum  (a  common 
plaoe  to  feel  pain  when  the  lungs  are  affected,  and  not  likely  to 
ht  rheumatic).  The  following  day  he  took  ten  drops,  and  felt 
an  inclination  to  cough,  and  next  morning  he  coughed  up  mucus 
streaked  with  blood.  This  we  consider  as  almost  an  unequivocal 
evidence  of  the  lungs  being  directly  affected  by  the  drug. 
Ptofirasor  Joseph  Von  Zlatarovich  %  after  taking  200  drops  of 
llie  tincture  for  scnne  time,  had  frequent  inclination  to  sigh, 
ficom  the  distinctly  folt  collection  of  blood  in  the  lungs. 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  instances,  but  we  should  pref(^ 
that  our  readers  would  study  this  admirable  proving  for  them- 
selves, and  we  think  that  they  will  be  convinced  that  Aconite 
does  tend  to  produce  congestion  of  the  lungs,  as  well  as  general 
inflammatory  fever,  and  that  therefore  it  is  a  priori  well  suited 
to  the  treatment  of  the  first  stage  of  pneumonia. 

The  two  following  oases  although  in  neither  have  the  physical 
-aigna  been  observed,  still  seem  to  possess  undoubted  claims  to 
our  acceptance,  as  cures  of  pneumonia  by  Aconite. 

A  mason,  17  years  of  age,  of  Btrong  constitution,  presented  the 
mowing  symptoms: — throbbing  headache,  chiefly  frontal;  eyes 
bright^  with  contracted  pupils,  and  over  sensitive  to  hght ;  fece  dark 
red,  hot  and  puffed ;  dry  lips,  white  coated  tongue ;  bitter  taste ;  much 
thirst;  constipation;  scanty  bright  red  urine;  respiration  short,  super- 
fidal,  laborious;  oppressive  and  painful  pressure  on  the  chest,  espe- 
daOy  under  the  sternum ;  cough  frequent  and  short,  with  heavy  blood- 

•  Toiioologie,  8  te.  Auflage,  Bd.  3,  8.  59.     t  QP-  »*•  P-  ^^'      4  Qp.c**.  P-  92. 
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streaked  expeotorstbn ;  Btitelies  in  the  right  nde  on  inapiration, 
increaBed  on  cotigfaing«4eep-l»realhing  and  every  movement;  inafaQUg: 
of  lying  on  the  aide ;  oontimioua  burning  dry  heat,  ivith  cold  fee^ 
preceded  by  rigors ;  pulse  quick,  full,  hard ;  weariness  pmd  sens^  as 
if  the  body  had  been  beaten;  sleeplessness,  anxiety,  and  restfessnesa, 
A  drop  of  the  12th  dilution  of  Aconite  every  four  hours  for  six  times. 
After  the  third  dose,  general  perspiration  set  in,  and  after  waking 
tliere  was  decided  improvement  in  his  condition.  On  the  next  morn- 
ing the  headache,  thirst,  oppression  of  breathing,  and  pressure  at  (he 
heart,  beaten  feeling,  anxiety  and  restlessness  were  all  gone,  lliere 
was  an  alvine  evacuation,  the  urine  deposited  a  sediment,  there  was  a 
general  transpiration  fix>m  the  surface,  the  pulse  was  slower  and 
softer,  the  breathing  calmer  and  freer,  the  cough  less  frequent,  with  a 
fittle  pure  slimy  expectoration ;  he  could  lie  upon  the  side,  and  the 
flttitches  were  only  felt  on  taking  a  frdl  breath  or  coughing ;  appetite 
also  returned.  The  following  night  he  slept  well,  only  ooogiied  m 
couple  of  times,  and  went  to  his  work  the  socceediog  day. 

This  case  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Oulyas,  in  voL  xix.  of  the  Horn- 
Arobiv,  and  we  cononr  with  Dr.  Miiller  in  his  remark,  that  this 
rapidly  onred  and  well  described  case  makes  us  the  mose  regret 
the  absence  of  the  physical  indications  of  pneumonia. 

The  next  case  is  by  Dr.  Trinks,  of  Dresden,  whose  ■  name  la 
in  itself  a  guarantee  for  the  ooneotness  of  the  diagnosia. 

A  robust  maiiLservant,  80  years  old,  after  being  exposed  to  cold 
and  wet,  was  attacked  with  severe  rigors  and  stitches  in  the  breast 
The  next  morning  the  following  symptoms  manifested  themselves :— * 
dull  stitching,  pressing  pain  in  both  lungs,  which  obliged  her  to  lie 
upon  her  back  and  prevented  deep  breathing ;  frequent  short  coii^ 
with  incessant  inclination  to  it ;  great  dyspnoea  and  anxiety,  which 
would  not  let  her  lie  stiU,  and  expressed  itself  in  the  countenance ; 
foce  dark  blue,  puffed ;  pulsation  in  the  carotids ;  dryness  in  fiip 
mouth  and  thirst ;  bloody  taste  in  the  mouth ;  genend  dry  heat ; 
pulse  slow,  (?)  oppressed,  small ;  drawing  pain  in  the  limbs.  After 
a  dose  of  the  24ih  dilution  of  Aconite,  transpiration  set  in  upon  die 
first  night;  the  breathing  was  freer;  expectoratfon  slimy  and  without 
blood ;  the  pains  in  the  limbs  were  gone.  The  case  was  finished  by 
Bryonia.* 

*  Aniud.  dor  horn.  Kl.  1.  91. 
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V7e  «re  dttposed  to  cegurd  this  aBmcaae  <if  incipient  pnea- 
n6%  in  the  flnt  stage  of  Dr.  Stokes.  If  pnOTmonia  at 
»  it  was  a  wonderfol  core,  but  &r  from  inoredibIe«  Dr. 
nrmb,*  an  exceUent  practitioner,  expreaBce  himself  as  eon* 
leed  of  the  utility  of  Aconite  in  pneumonia,  and  that  it  does 
t  merely  allay  the  fe?er,  but  has  a  specific  action  upon  the 
igs.  Dr.  Buohnerf  also  expresses  himself  satisfied  of  its 
sftdness.  We  should  gladly  avail  ourselves  of  Dr.  Miiller's 
laUe  concluding  paragraph,  had  we  space.  We  can  only  re- 
nmend  his  whole  article  to  the  attention  of  our  readers. 
If  we  admit,  as  we  must,  that  Aconite  is  the  proper  medicine 
the  bq;inning  of  a  mmple  pneumonia,  the  next  thing  to 
kennine,  is  the  dose.  We  find  all  doses,  from  the  1st  to  the 
th  dilution,  of  use ;  and  for  our  own  part  we  usually  employ 
» third,  but  can  lay  down  no  rule.  We  have  ample  facts  to 
0w  the  effidenoy  of  all  dilutions,  and  none  to  shew  the  supe- 
vrity  of  any. 

Bbtonia.— 'Although  its  effiscts  upon  the  digestive  systein, 
d  upon  the  serous  membranes  and  muscular  tissue  are  much 
NEB  prominent  in  the  admirable  proving  published  in  the 
1  vol.  of  the  Austrian  Journal,  yet  we  find  unequivocal  symp- 
ns  of  its  direct  eflbot  upon  the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs ;  and 

must  ranember,  that  owing  to  the  sUght  general  sensibility 
these  organs,  and  the  great  sensibility  of  those  others  afiPected 

Bryonia,  that  it  will  require  fine  discrimination  to  pick 
t  the  pathogenetic  signs  of  an  effect  upon  the  pulmonary 
Bue.  The  dumb  sufibrings  of  the  lungs  are  not  easily  recog- 
seil  amid  the  clamour  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  and  muscles 
all  parts.  The  appearance  of  the  lungs  in  a  rabbit  poisoned 
it  gave  unequivocal  evidence,  however,  of  its  direct  action  oh 
Be  organs.  This  experiment  was  made  by  Loewy,  of  Vienna. 
ter  the  animal  had  taken  three  successive  large  doses  of  Bry- 
iS)  it  died ;  and  on  dissection,  the  lower  half  of  both  the  lungs 
re  found  of  a  dark  flesh-red  colour;  they  did  not  crepitate, 
1  sank  in  water.  % 

•  Hygea,  ix.  1,  8.  63.  t  Hyg.  xv.  6, 8. 503. 

%  CEetor.  Zeituch.  fur  Horn.  voL  iii,  p.  96. 
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Among  tibe  ptovm,  Ae  most  mazhed  eymploflifl  ^raie  4he 
fbllowmg: — Smsgeon  Hnber,  after  taking  Bryoaia  in  laiga 
quantities  fbir  several  daye^  desozibes  tiiat  oaa  day^  d^ovt  (me 
o'ebck,  bis  mpiratioBs  beoame  greater  while  driving,  and  be 
cocpeiieaoed  tbe  fenling  an  if  the  upper  part  of  the  eheet  were 
406  Ugiht.  (This  is  exactly  die  sensation  given  by  a  congestion 
td  tbe  lung,  as  we  have  frequently  had  opportunity  of  obeerv* 
ing).  The  tightness  of  the  chesty  and  a  raw  feeling  under  tbe 
sternum,  increased  to  such  a  degree  as  to  oblige  him  to  alight 
from  the  carriage.  Dr.  Wurstel,  after  the  continued  use  of  tbe 
medicine  far  some  days,  states,  that  one  day«  after  he  had 
(taken  twenty-five  drops  in  the  morning,  he  was  afleoted  in  the 
forenoon  with  stifled  breathing  (beidommeiies  aithmen),  and  a 
weight  in  the  middle  of  Ihe  breast."  This  is  either  from  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs,  or  from  some  efiPect  on  tbe  nervous  oentres 
which  Bryonia  does  net  produce.  "  Tbe  saliva  is  twiee  mixed 
with  clear  blood."  Taken  in  connection  with  the  oppreesioa 
of  the  chest,  it  is  probable  that  tbe  blood  came  from  the  lungs ; 
ai  all  events,  it  produced  a  hsmorrhage  of  some  pari  of  tbe 
mucous  tissue  which  lines  the  respiratory  oigans;  and  as  we 
pointed  out  before,  the  first  stage  of  pneumonia  is  extremely 
analagous  to  the  congestion  which  ends  in  heomorrbage.  This 
widenoe  fbr  the  direct  e£fect  of  Bryonia  on  the  lungs  though 
wcanty,  is  good'^^-and  we  have  such  ample  clinical  experience 
of  the  utility  of  the  drug,  when  administered  in  the  ^sease,  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  more  a  priori  evideaoe  in 
its  favour. 

By  &r  the  most  important  book  upon  the  treatment  of  any 
disease  which  has  yet  appeared  in  bomoec^atfaic,  we  may  say 
in  medical  literature,  is  one  by  Dr.  Tessier  on  the  treatment  of 
Pneumonia  and  Cholera.  It  is  intitled — ^'^  Recherohes  olini- 
ques  sur  le  traitement  de  la  pneumonic  et  du  ohcdera  suivant 
la  methode  de  Hahnemann.  Precedes  d'une  introduction  sur 
Tabus  de  la  statistique  en  mededne,  par  le  Docteur  J.  P.  Tessier, 
Medecin  de  THopital  Sainte  Marguerite  (Hdtel  Dieu  Annexe),  4 
Paris. — ^Bailliere.  Our  readers  are  no  doubt  already  somewhat 
acquainted  with  this  book  through  the  able  papers  of  Dr. 
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QflamiQ,  wUoh  Uppetfxed  in  tlie  HtmeBdpcftUc  Timet.  YRtBt 
giyes  this  iKKik  mudk  immense  importsnce  m  our  eyes  i%  that 
it  is  the  fiittt  time  the  system  of  homoeo|M42iy  hss  been  fairly 
eairried  out  in  a  paUic  hospital  by  a  physidan  of  the  old  echoed 
who  had  ample  opportonities  of  comparing  his  fonner  and  later 
SQCcess,  and  who  has  given  ns  sach  unexceptionable  reports  of 
every  case  lie  treated.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  anyone  who 
is  cspAle  of  appreciating  evidence^  to  gainsay  the  potency  of 
this.  ISie  cases  are  stdnirably  described,^— how  dififar^t  would 
hom^eopatliy  be  had  all  ibe  honxBopatbic  cases  be^i  so  narraied ! 
The  total  number  of  cases  treated  was  41 ;  of  these^  88  re- 
eoyered  and  three  died.  He  «<Hnes  to  the  following  oondu- 
sions: 

*'  1.  Iniall,  the  diaiaase  was  making  progKss  upitX)  the  momsbt 
of  treatment. 

"  ft.  As  soon  as  that  had  oommeticed^  an  aggravation  «nstidl^ 
which  lasted  in  general  less  dian  twenty  four  hours,  and  the  re 
mission  began  either  partblly  or  over  the  whole  extent  IVom 
this  time  everything  convei^^  rapidly  towarcb  cure.  Some- 
times the  amelioration  began  without  previous  aggravation,  and 
went  on  without  a  check  to  perfect  cure. 

"  8.  The  pulse  shewed  an  extraordinary  influence  of  the  Bry- 
onia. It  was  noticed  to  fiall  flO,  80  pulsations  on  the  day  of  its 
administration;  on  the  succeeding,  65  after  it  had  rism  to  1 10  or 
120 ;  in  went  down  to  the  time  of  the  resolution  of  the  pnea- 
monia,  to  60,  50,  44.  I  saw  it  fall  to  86  in  ^an  individual, 
the  history  of  whose  case  is  not  given.  I  have  seen  it  ML  from 
120  to  80  in  the  interval  &l  the  morning  and  evening  visit,  to  go 
down  to  60  the  followii^  morning. 

"  4.  In  the  case  of  old  people  who  had  passed  whole  weeks 
previous  to  treatment^  and  in  whose  cam  <the  termination  by  in- 
duration appeared  to  be  inevitable,  this  result  did  not  occur 
in  one  single  case ;  all  that  was  observed^  was  that  the  dkap- 
pearanee  of  ihe  physical  signs  was  somewhat  protracted. 

'*  5.  Lastly,  suppuration  did  not  take  place  in  one  in  whom 
it  had  not  begun  before  the  commencement  of  treatment  In 
the  ease  of  several  it  appeared  to  be  limited ;  in  one  case  alone 
it  was  neither  prevented  nor  arrested,  (in  my  view  the  two 


140 


On  Pneumonia, 


brought  in  in  agony  of  death  are  not  to  be  taken  into  account 
(a  mes  yeuz  les  deux  agonisants  sont  hors  de  cause.)" 

We  have  made  out  a  table  showing  the  number  of  days  each 
was  under  treatment,  and  how  long  the  patient  had  been  ill 
before  he  was  treated. 


Gates. 

Entered. 

Under 
treatment. 

DismiMed. 

xyavim 

before 
entrance. 

1st 

Not.  19th 

83  days 

December  2lBt 

9  or  10 

2nd 

Declst 

3d  do 

7 

Brd 

Doc.  l8t 

84  do 

January  3rd 

4 

4th 

Deo.  14di 

21  do 

January  3rd 

8 

5th 

Dec  24th 

8  do 

f  Bemained   in    hospital,  > 
\  though  well,  on  1st  Jan.  j 

1 

6th 

Dec.  21st 

14  do 

January  3rd 

8 

7th 

Jan.  10th 

20  do 

February  7th 

4 

8th 

Jan.  24th 

36  do 

February  28th 

7 

9th 

Jan.  24th 

15  do 

March  7th 

15 

10th 

Jan.  29th 

29  do 

February  26th 

8 

11th 

Jan.  29th 

28  do 

Died 

12 

12th 

Feb.  6th 

17  do 

ImproYed 

1 

18th 

Feb.  7th 

27  do 

March  4th 

8 

14di 

Feb.  15th 

21  do 

Maicheth 

5 

15th 

March  20th 

48  do 

May  2nd 

15 

16th 

Aprasth 

80  do 

May  7th 

4 

17th 

April  29th 
May  16th 

19  do 

May  17th 

1 

18th 

12  do 

May  27th 

3 

19th 

July  7th 

12  do 

July  18th 

8 

20th 

Jnfy  10th 

14  do 

July  24th 

6 

2l8t 

July  11th 

11  do 

July  2l8t 

1 

22nd 

July  14th 

11  do 

July  24th 

8 

23id 

August  30th 

14  do 

September  12th 

1  night 

24th 

Sept.  18th 

18  do 

October  5th 

T 

25th 

Sept  28th 

17  do 

October  14th 

1  night 

26th 

Sept.  23rd 

10  do 

October  2nd 

2 

27th 

Oct.  14th 

18  do 

October  3l8t 

1 

98th 

Oct  18th 

20  do 

November  6ih 

5 

29th 

Oct  25th 

13  do 

November  6th 

6 

80th 

Nov.  20th 

10  do 

December  11th 

1 

8l8t 

Dec  9th 

52  do 

January  29th 

6 

82nd 

Dec.  30th 

73  do 

March  12th 

6 

83id 

Jan.  29th 

8  do 

March  13th 

5 

84th 

April  24th 

17  do 

May  10th 

4 

86th 

July  10th 

20  do 

Died  of  another  disease 

5 

86th 

July  14th 

26  do 

August  8th 

4    . 

87th 

August  21st 

23  do 

September  17th 

4 

884Ji 

Bepteth 

84  do 

October  10th 

1 

In  almost  all  Tessier's  cases,  Bryonia  at  the  24th  dilution  was 
the  sole,  or  nearly  the  sole  medicine;  in  some  Aconite  was 
given  before  Bryonia.  That  they  establish  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt  the  groat  efficacy  of  Bryonia  in  this  disease  is  certain ; 
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ay  BtiU,  however,  be  a  question^  whether  the  frequency  of 
aggravation  he  noticed  would  not  have  been  avoided  by 
e  doaes  of  Aconite.  It  is  a  frequent  practice  to  give  Aconite 
Bryonia  in  alternation,  and  although  it  is  a  mode  of  pro- 
ire  at  variance  to  the  strict  injunctions  of  Hahnemann,  it 
ainly  has  much  to  recommend  it.  It  is  our  usual  method 
asea  of  pneumonia  and  pleurisy  to  give  these  two  medicines 
mately,  and  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  the  results  were 
re  favourable  than  if  either  had  been  given  alone.  We  have 
(pace  to  enter  into  an  apology  of  this,  but  we  think  we  could 
If,  from  physiological  principles,  that  it  is  not  so  inexcusable 
tzactice  as  it  at  first  appears.  And,  certainly,  the  two  medi- 
18  do  not  counteract  each  other. 

Ve  have  the  same  remark  to  make  upon  the  dose  of  Bryonia 
ipon  that  of  Aconite,  We  do  not  know  any  facts  proving 
superiority  of  any  dilution.  Tessier  used  the  24th ;  we  gene- 
y  use  the  drd  or  the  6th.  Perhaps  both  are  right.  We  can 
no  clue  to  the  solution  of  this  question  in  the  effects  pro- 
ed  upon  those  in  health  by  different  doses,  as  suggested  by 

Black. 

rhe  adaptation  of  Phosphobus  to  pneumonia  can  be  estab- 
ed  both  by  the  proving  of  the  medicine,  and  its  extensive 
.  most  successful  application.  The  fumes  of  Phosphorus 
duce  an  affection  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchial 
68,  since  cases  of  this  kind,  which  occurred  in  La  Piti^,  are  re- 
d  by  Oendrin;  and  in  the  following  case  the  inflammation 
us  to  have  affected  the  smaller  bronchia,  and  nearly  ap* 
ached  pneumonia.  The  case  is  related  by  Bibra  and 
st»:— 

'  John  Zitman,  52  years  of  age,  large,  lean,  but  well  buHt,  broad 
ited,  strong  constitution,  without  any  disposition  to  phthisis ;  was 
three-quarters  of  a  year  in  a  lucifer-match  manufactory,  and 
Af  employed  with  dipping  the  matches  (Tunken  der  Holzchen) ; 
I  after  beginning  the  work  he  was  attacked  with  a  dry  cough, 
eh  disappeared  imder  a  warm  regunen  and  diaphoretic  drinks. 
he  course  of  half  a  year  he  became  ill  of  the  same  affection  which. 

Die  Kzmnkheitan  der  Arbeiter  in  den  PhoephorzilndbolE&briken  too  Dr. 
UboL  and  Dr.  Lor.  Qeitt,  Erlangen,  p.  11, 1S47. 
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however,  wm  now  mote  seTeie,  and  obliged  him  U>  quil 
On  examining  him,  the  face  was  red  and  congested,  the  brow  eoTered 
with  sweat,  the  tongue  coated,  the  taste  nauseous;  theie  was 
frequent  desire  to  cough,  with  flying  stitches  under  the  stemuo,  and 
the  right  side  el  the  thorax,  with  a  continual  tickling  and  scratch-^ 
ing  feeling  at  the  bifurcation  of  the  bronchi,  anxious,  short  and  quick- 
ened breathing,  with  heaving  of  the  whole  thorax,  but  more  espe- 
dally  of  the  left  side.  The  percussion  elicited  a  clear  sound  in 
the  middle  of  the  right  side ;  auscultation  shewed  extensive  mucous 
rfile  with  pectoriloquy.  The  pulse  was  quick,  small,  hard,  the  skin  dry 
and  hot,  much  thirst,  great  weakness  and  pr6stration.'' 

Although  the  narrator  calls  this  a  case  of  bronohitiB,  it  seema  to 
UB  manifestly  one  of  hepatization  of  the  lungs,  for  without  this  or 
previous  chronio  disease  we  are  not  aware  of  pectoriloquy  ever  tak- 
ing place.  The  physioal  sigiffi  are  somewhat  anomalous  no  doubt 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  quote  from  Hahnemann's 
Materia  Medica  the  symptoms  which  correspond  to  pnenmonia, 
as  the  book  is  in  the  hands  of  all  our  readers.  The  short  fre- 
quent cough,  with  sense  of  oppression  at  the  chest,  and  expeo- 
toration  of  mucus  streaked  with  blood,  in  combination  with 
fever- symptoms  point  unequivocally  to  the  direct  action  of  this 
substance  upon  the  lungs.  It  is  by  the  steady  persevering  use 
of  this  remedy,  and  of  this  one  alone,  that  Dr.  Fleisohmann  has 
acquired  such  celebrity  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia^  Up  to 
the  year  1844  he,  and  his  pupil  Dr.  Beiss,  of  linz,  had  trealed 
in  all  879  oases,  and  had  lost  only  19,  or  1  in  dO  ;  the  last  44 
of  Fleischmann,  and  84  of  Beiss  having  all  recovered.  Dr. 
Fleisohmann  is  frequently  blamed  for  what  is  oalled  rooting 
practice,  but  we  must  recollect  that  pneumonia  is  a  routine  dis* 
ease,  running  a  definite  course,  depending,  as  we  have  shewn, 
upon  certain  simple  and  constant  structural  changes,  and  we  see 
no  reason  why  there  may  not  be  a  specific  for  all  cases  of  simple 
pneumonia  oecuning  in  healthy  persons,  And,  for  our  part^ 
we  greatly  prefer  an  undeviating  adherence  to  a  remedy  which  oa 
the  whole  suits  the  disease^  than  a  striving  after  something  yrhie)) 
seems  to  correspond  to  every  little  symptom  of  the  indiyidual 
case.  We  have  seen  some  very  remarkable  examples  of  the 
efiBcacy  of  Phosphorus  in  this  disease ;  for  th^  particulars  of  the 
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folkming  oaae  we  are  indebted  to  Df .  Blaek^  is  tiie  wnannBj  of 
wlioee  memory  we  have  the  greatest  eonfidenoe  >- 

I  perlectly  reeoUect,  he  says,  the  genend  featores  of  a  case  of 
pkaro-pneamonia,  treated  in  the  Edinburgh  Dispensary,  in  the  spring 
of  1842,  though  I  do  not  remember  the  details.  The  patient  was  a 
middle  aged  apparently  healthy  man,  and  on  examination  there  were 
an  the  physical  signs  of  pneumonia  of  one  side,  with  great  fever. 
We  gave  him  Aconite,  and  sent  him  home  in  a  cab.  Next  day  the 
fever  stiU  ran  high,  and  there  was  no  improvement.  As  we  had 
brought  the  Tincture  of  Phosphorus  with  us,  by  mistake  for  the  first 
dilution,  we  gave  him  a  drop  or  two  of  that  in  a  cup  of  water,  of 
which  he  was  to  take  some  every  one  or  two  hours.  During  that 
night  the  dyspnoea  had  so  increased  after  every  dose  of  the  medicine, 
and  he  became  so  alamungly  ill,  that  extreme  unction  toas  adnUniS' 
iered.  At  our  visit  next  afternoon  we  vrere  surprised  to  find  the  pa- 
tient 80  much  better,  the  ptdse  nearly  natural^  xu>  dyspnoea,  respira- 
tion natural,  but  still  little  or  no  diminution  in  the  physical  signs.  He 
made  a  rapid  recovery.  What  impresses  the  case  on  my  memory 
was  the  aggravation  of  the  strong  dose  of  Phosphorus,  the  speedy 
relief  afterwards,  and  rapid  disappearance  of  all  rational  signs  without 
VKjf  diminutioa  of  the  physicaL 

We  beg  oar  readers  to  pay  particular  attention  to  this  most 
important  ease,  it  is  full  of  instruction.  We  shall  conclude  our 
notice  of  Phoephoros  by  quoting  Dr.  Fleiaohmann's  words : 

I  used  formerly  to  employ  the  ordinary  remedies.  Aconite,  Bryonia, 
Cannabis^  &c.,  in  pneumonia,  and  that  with  considerable  success,  but 
each  of  those  remedies  is  adapted  only  to  particular  cases,  or  rather 
to  particular  shapes  of  the  disease.  Thus  it  happened  that  besides 
the  diificulty  I  experienced  in  discovering  the  medicine  adapted  to  the 
particular  case — ^which  is  no  easy  matter — I  was  frequently  left  in  a 
state  of  disagreeable  uncertainty  as  to  the  remedy  which  had  effected 
the  cure.  Now,  however,  I  luive  attained  much  greater  certainty, 
dnoe  for  the  last  year  and  a  half  I  have  administered  no  other  sub- 
itance  than  Phosphorus  in  every  case  of  pneumonia,  under  what  form 
loever  it  might  present  itself;  and  I  think  I  may,  with  perfect  con- 
fidence, pronounce  it  to  be  a  true  specific.    ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

I  have  seen  the  nwst  vident  cases  of  pnemnooia  in  every  variety 
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of  coDBtitiition  and  Beasoii,  come  to  a  happy  ismie  bjr  tlie  sole  employ- 
ment of  this  remedy ;  cases  in  which  ahnost  two-thirds  of  one  long 
were  hepatized«  ^  *  *  I  administered  the  Phosphorus  dissoWed  as 
Hahnemann  recommends,  in  ^ther,  (^*  *  *)  only  quantititefy 
stronger — 10  grs.  or  drops  to  100  of  sugar  of  milk  or  alcohoL  The 
formula  I  employ  is : 

Be.    Phosph.  3 — 6  gtts.  iy — ^viil     Aque  distil  Jii — ^iT. 
A  spoonful  to  be  taken  three  to  six  times  daily.* 

Tartrate  of  Antimony  was  introduced  into  therapeutics  as 
a  cure  for  pneumonia  by  Rasori^  who  gave  it  in  very  large  doses, 
and  since  his  time  it  has  been  generally  used  by  the  old  school. 
Of  its  specific  action  upon  the  lungs  there  can  be  no  doubt 
Magendie,  in  a  memoir,  entitled,  ^^  L'  Influence  de  1  'Ehnetique 
sur  I'homme,  1838,"  describes  its  effects  thus:  "The  lungs 
present  the  appearance  of  the  greatest  alteration :  they  are  of  an 
orange  colour  if  the  animal  is  young,  violet  if  it  is  older ;  tAe 
tissue  is  hepaiized,  gorged  with  blood  at  some  parts,  and  at 
others  very  analagous  to  the  tissue  of  the  spleen."  In  whatever 
way  introduced  "  it  acts  specifically  in  inflaming  the  lungs  emd 
the  mucous  membrane  which  lines  the  intestines  from  the 
cardia  to  the  anus"  Lepelletier,  who  has  written  an  excellent 
monograph  upon  this  drug,t  observes, ''  ltd  effects  on  the  res- 
piratory organs  is  to  produce  dyspnoea  in  dogs  which  were  in 
perfect  health  before  its  administration,  the  lungs  were  found 
hepatized,  lost  their  colour,  and  scarcely  crepitated  at  all.  One 
would  imagine  that  admitting  its  action  in  man  to  be  similar, 
far  from  being  useful,  its  administration  would  be  particularly 
pernicious  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia;  but  it  is  not  so,  Ibr 
we  shall  see  that  far  from  favouring  engorgement  of  the  lung,  it 
induces  its  resolution." 

Out  of  652  cases  of  pneumonia  treated  by  Basori,  in  the 
Civil  Hospital,  505  recovered,  147  died,  giving  a  mortality  of 
22  per  cent.  Of  the  whole  number  1  in  16  were  bled.  In  the 
Military  Hospital  180  were  treated,  154  recovered,  16  died, 
giving  a  mortality  of  14  per  cent.    The  proportion  bled  was  1 

*  R  Jonmal  of  Homoeopathy,  toL  ii,  p.  45. 
t  De  Pemploi  da  Tartre  StiM6,  k  haute  dose,  par  Aim.  Lepelletier  de  la  fiarthe. 
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Ambroiad  Lteoneo  treated  40  caaes  after  Bason's  plan, 

Soiel  Diea  de  Nantes ;  of  these  1  died  ont  of  every  13, 

a  inortaHty  of  8  per  cent    We  may  here  introduce  a 

I  Iftble  by  DieU,^  giving  the  oomparatiye  results  of  blood 

Tartnte  of  anftimony>  and  nothing. 
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We  have  now  collected  and  arranged  all  the  materials  at  our 
command,  which  seemed  to  us  to  throw  light  npon  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  pneumonia,  and  we  must  leave  to  each  practi- 
tioner to  select  the  particular  remedy  for  each  particular  case. 
We  may  add,  that  we  have  not  ourselves  been  ahle^  either  from 
an  examination  of  the  proving,  or  of  the  recorded  cases  of  treat- 
ment, to  arrive  at  the  pathognomonic  signs  for  determining  a 
selection  among  the  substances  we  have  enumerated,  nor  do  we 
expect  to  obtain  such  certain  indications  until  we  have  fill], 
careftd,  and  copious  narrations  of  a  great  many  cases*  suoh  as 
those  given  by  Tessier,  by  which  we  may  arrive  at  data  enabling 
us  to  decide  whether  Aconite,  Bryonia,  Phosphorus,  or  Tartrate 
of  antimony  are  the  most  certain  and  rapid  in  their  action ;  we 
confess  our  own  predilection  for  Phosphorus.  In  the  mean  time 
we  may  conclude  by  observing  of  these  remedies,  as  GoSthe  did 
of  himself,  that  Germany  instead  of  contending  whether  he  or 
Schiller  were  the  greater,  should  be  very  thankful  that  she  had 
two  such  men  to  contend  about.  We  may  be  very  thankful  w» 
have  four  such  remedies  to  choose  among  in  pneumonia^  aa 
Aconite,  Bryonia,  Phosphorus,  and  Tartrate  of  antimony. 
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In  a  fonner  number  it  was  stated  that  we  should  from  time  to 
time  take  an  opportunity  of  noticing  the  Manchester  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital. 

We  have  been  furnished  a  few  days  since  with  a  brief  report 
of  the  number  of  cases  admitted^  and  a  few  cases  for  publication 
of  diseases  of  general  interest. 

We  find  that  the  number  of  beds  in  this  institution  now 
amounts  to  25^  and  that  from  the  29th  April  to  the  15th  Nov. 
77  cases  have  been  treated  with  in  general  very  satisfactory 
lesolts. 

We  find  that  at  the  same  date  there  were  10  cases  in  the 
houBO. 

The  fact  of  this  hospital  being  self-supporting  and  not  a  free 
one,  may  in  some  measure  account  for  the  paucity  of  acute 
cases,  as  in  Manchester  no  one  can  become  an  inmate  of  the 
establishment  without  the  payment  of  at  least  half-a-crown  a 
\reek»  and  if  without  the  recommendation  of  a  subscriber  the 
patient  is  charged  five  shillings. 

may  prove  to  be  a  serious  drawback  to  the  general  useful- 
of  the  Manchester  Hospital,  and  we  should  fear  would  always 
militate  against  its  having  that  number  of  acute  cases  (which 
are  most  prevalent  amongst  the  indigent),  so  essential  in  the 
imsent  state  of  homoeopathy  in  this  country,  to  strike  not  only 
the  volgar  mind,  but  also  that  of  the  investigating  allopathic 
phjsioiaa.  AU  who  have  attempted  to  influence  their  allopathic 
ImdiieQ  by  statements  of  individual  cases,  know  how  these  are 
tzeated,  and  how  often  the  "vis  medicatrix"  is  called  in  to 
esplain  away  what  they  have  thought  to  be  incontrovertible 
proofii  of  the  truth  of  our  system. 

An  hospital  unrestricted  in  its  admissions,  except  by  the 
opinions  of  its  medical  officers,  would  soon  furnish  sufficient 
materiab  to  pnt  the  ''vis"  aside  and  allopathy  also.  The  self- 
supporting  system  is,  however,  one  of  those  evils  under  which 
we  must  fi>r  some  time  labour,  and  which  can  only  be  got  rid  of 

l2 
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by  a  wider  di£fu8ion  of  our  system  amongst  the  wealthy  laity. 
And  in  towns  where  homoeopathic  hospitals  and  dispensaries  are 
opened,  we  would  earnestly  call  upon  our  brethren  to  advocate 
the  cause  of  perfectly  free  and  charitable  institutions. 

Case  I. — Ebtsipeuls. 

April  29th,  1850. — ^Elizabeth  Hynde,  admitted  to-day,  states  that 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th  she  was  seized  with  shivering,  and  on  the 
28th  the  face  became  swollen  and  painful,  with  shooting  pains  in  the 
head.  There  is  now  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  face,  affecting 
especially  the  nose,  the  lefl  cheek,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  neck ; 
and  the  eyelids  of  both  eyes  are  much  swollen.  There  is  severe 
frontal  headache,  with  subdelirium ;  the  tongue  dry  and  red  at  the 
tip  and  edges. 

Belladonna  3rd  decimal  dilution,  every  two  hours.'' 

dOth. — She  has  passed  a  better  night  than  on  either  the  27th  or 
28th.     The  inflammation  has,  however,  spread  to  the  hairy  scalp. 

Continue. 

May  1st. — Slept  well  last  night ;  the  inflammatory  redness  and 
swelling  of  the  face  is  diminishing ;  and  the  swelling  of  the  scalp, 
though  as  yesterday,  is  much  less  tender.  The  headache  much  re- 
lieved, and  the  general  febrile  symptoms  are  less.         Continue. 

May  2nd  to  the  6th. — She  has  continued  to  improve.  To^ay  the 
report  is  :  no  appearance  of  inflammation  about  face  or  scalp ;  des- 
quamation ;  bowels  quite  regular ;  tongue  moist ;  no  fever.      Sulph.  6. 

On  the  9th. — ^Dismissed  cured. 

Case  TI. — Fibbous  Txtmoxtb  op  the  Utertts. 
May  1st. — Jane  Leatherbarrow,  aged  39,  married,  mother  of 
several  children.  Eighteen  months  ago  had  a  miscarriage,  since  then 
bloody  discharge,  very  offensive,  frequently  clotted.  The  lips,  gums, 
and  conjunctiva  excessively  pale;  eyes  surroimded  with  a  dark 
circle  ;  countenance  anxious ;  pulse  rapid  and  feeble ;  anorexia,  nau- 
sea, and  occasional  vomiting ;  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  right  il«^ 
region ;  sleepless  nights.' 

Secale  1st  decimal  dilution.     Cocculus  3rd  ditto,  every  three 

hours  alternately. 
2nd. — Less  discharge  ;  nausea  relieved.         Contmue. 
3rd. — Discharge  less  offensive ;  pain  in  the  side  relieved ;  general 
appearance  improving. 
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4th. — ^Diflcharge  not  offeDBive,  scanty,  watery.        Continue. 

From  this  date  to  the  14th,  the  general  health  continued  to  im« 
pKore.  Platinum,  China,  Ipecac.,  Ferrum,  and  Secale  were  pre- 
acribed  in  succeasion  as  the  symptoms  seemed  to  indicate,  and  in  the 
interval  an  examination  with  the  speculum  was  made,  which  disclosed 
a  firm  tumour  protruding  from  the  os  uteri. 

21st. — A  ligature  was  passed  round  the  neck  of  the  tumour. 

Arnica  1. 

22nd  and  23rd. — She  has  suffered  considerably  from  abdominal 
pain  and  retention  of  urine.         Bell.  2  and  Arnica  1,  alternately. 

26th. — The  tumour  separated  this  morning  without  hemorrhage, 
it  was  about  5  inches  in  length  and  about  2^  in  breath,  lobulated  on 
the  surface  and  somewhat  kidney  shaped,  a  section  of  it  displayed  its 
fibrous  texture.  She  left  the  Hospital  on  the  10th  of  June,  perfectly 
well  and  much  improved  in  flesh  and  strength. 

The  above  case  appears  interesting,  in  so  far  as  it  shows  the 
^ects  of  the  homoeopathic  remedies  in  palliating  the  symptoms 
previous  to  the  removal  of  the  tumour  by  operation,  and  al- 
ihongh  the  urgency  of  these  would  not  permit  of  a  longer  trial 
of  ibeir  action  in  this  case, — ^in  others,  less  exhausted,  might 
not  their  continuance  lead  to  a  cure  ? 

Case  III, — Pleueo-Pneumonia. 

May  4th. — John  Nicholson,  house  painter,  aged  24 ;  muscular. 
Cephalalgia;  pulse  112;  skin  burning;  tongue  moist,  with  yellow 
fiu*,  red  at  the  tip ;  eyes  suffused  ;  slight  cough  ;  stabbmg  pain,  ex- 
tending from  the  point  of  the  right  scapula  and  passing  through  the 
chest  to  the  sternum ;  dry  crepitating  rattle  on  the  right  side  of  the 
chest  posteriorly.     Aconite  B,  Bryonia  B,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

5th. — ^Tongue  cleaner ;  breathes  with  greater  freedom ;  pain  con- 
fined to  a  small  spot  to  the  right  of  the  right  nipple,  still  felt  very 
acutely  on  coughing ;  cough  troublesome,  with  clear  thick  tenacious 
qnita ;  skin  moist ;  pulse  98  ;  crepitating  rattle  as  yesterday ;  bron- 
chial respiration.         Bry.  B,  Phos.  B,  every  three  hours  alternately. 

6th. — Less  pain ;  more  cough ;  sputa  less  tenacious ;  tongue 
cleaner ;  pulse  86.         Continue. 

7th. — ^Has  passed  a  tolerable  night,  though  much  troubled  with  the 
cough ;  sputa  yellowish ;  pain  nearly  gone. 

Continue  the  Phosphorus  alone,  and  give  at  the  3rd  dilution. 

9th.-*l8  doing  very  weU.     Crepitus  still  audible  posteriorly. 
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12th. — States  that  he  feels  quite  well,  and  is  discharged  ^th  a 
caution  to  keep  quiet  for  a  few  days  longer.  He  presented  himaelf  a 
week  after,  and  had  entirely  got  rid  df  his  cough  and  the  slight  un- 
easiness in  the  chest  which  he  felt  at  first  on  taking  exercise. 

CasbIV. 

May  29th. — ^Elizaheth  Moorhouse,  aged  23,  married,  and  is  nurs- 
ing an  infant  six  months  old,  complaining  for  five  days.  Present 
symptoms :  intense  stahhing  pain  in  the  left  submammary  region  and 
lower  end  of  sternum ;  troublesome  short  tickling  cough ;  complete 
dulness  in  the  two  lower  thirds  of  the  posterior  part  of  the  chest,  with 
entire  absence  of  the  respiratory  murmur ;  pulse  132. 

Aconite  B,  Bryonia  B,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

SOth.—- Still  intense  pain  in  left  side,  stabbing  in  character ;  skin 
moist ;  pulse  128.         Bry.  B,  Phos.  B,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

31st. — Pulse  110;   pain  less  stabbing  in  character;   rather  less 
dulness  on  percussion,  but  the  respiratory  murmur  is  inaudible. 
Bry.  3,  Phos.  3,  every  three  hours  alternately. 

June  1st. — ^Pulse  96;  less  pain;  respiratory  murmur  slightly 
audible.         Continue. 

2nd. — Pulse  86  ;  very  little  pain,  and  its  character  is  now  duU; 
more  resonance ;  murmur  more  distinct.         Continue. 

4th. — ^No  pain;  very  slight  dulness ;  the  leftside  expands  on  deep 
inspiration. 

6th. — Respiration  tolerably  free,  and  the  respiratory  murmur  is 
quite  distinct ;  some  dulness  remains ;  she  complains  of  nothing  but 
weakness,  and  calls  loudly  for  meat. 

China  A,  T.  Sulph.  0,  every  four  hours  alternately. 

10th. — She  is  dressed,  states  that  she  is  quite  well ;  the  chest  not 
examined,  but  as  she  breathed  fireely,  had  no  pain  or  cough,  and 
complained  of  nothing  but  the  still  too  scanty  diet,  she  was  dismissed 
with  directions  to  take  a  powder  containing  one  drop  of  T.  Sulph.  0, 
each  night  for  a  week  longer. 

Gases  like  the  above  have  occurred  to  every  practitioner  of 
homoeopathy,  but  are  particularly  interesting  to  those  who  have 
treated  similar  cases  on  the  old  plan.  What  a  contrast  does  the 
noble  simplicity  of  our  treatment  present  in  its  administration  of 
a  few  remedies,  and  these  apparently  inert  to  the  laboured  com- 
plexness  of  the  V.  S.  the  Cucurb.  Gruent,  the  leeches,  the 
blisters,  and  last,  but  most  dangerous,  the  Calomel  and  Opiom^ 
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(to  ptyalism  sometimes  in  a  strumous  subject !;     In  this  aspect 

did  it  present  itself  to  a  young  physician,  who  saw  and  watched 

the  case  of  Elizabeth  Moorhouse,  and  firom  what  he  did  see  he 

ccmeladed  that  homoeopathy  was  worthy  of  his  serious  attention. 

Since  then  he  has  been  steadily  studying  and  is  now  a  zealous 

oonTert. 

Case  V. — ^Acttte  Pleubist. 

July  4th. — ^Rfley  Thcxnas,  aged  18,  single,  labourer,  was  yisited 
at  his  own  home,  and  had  the  following  symptoms,  at  11  ▲.  m.  Acute 
pain  in  the  right  side,  striking  like  a  knife  running  into  him,  as  he 
sud,  at  eTery  breath ;  his  hand  was  pressed  upon  the  side  to  restrain 
the  motions  of  the  chest ;  breathing  abdominal ;  great  inclination  to 
cough,  but  restrained  as  much  as  possible  from  the  violent  pain  which 
fhe  effi>rt  brought  on ;  there  was  some  dulness  over  the  part,  and 
i^Km  applying  the  stethescope  distinct  friction  soimd  was  heard; 
pain  acute  on  pressing  upon  the  intercostal  spaces ;  had  had  rigors ; 
pulse  104,  full  and  hard;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue  furred;  coun- 
tenance anxious;  great  thirst;  urine  scanty  and  high-coloured; 
bowels  relaxed  from  Sulphate  of  Magnesia. 

Take  Aeon.  B,  Bry.  8,  every  hour  alternately. 

7  P.  M. — ^Found  him  much  relieved.  Pulse  98 ;  could  breathe 
comparatively  freely ;  cough  with  very  little  pain ;  skin  moist ;  thirst 
not  so  urgent ;  countenance  much  more  tranquil 

Continue  every  two  hoius. 

5th,  9  ▲.  M. — Was  removed  in  a  car  carefully  enveloped  in  blankets 
to  the  hospital. 

2  p.  M. — Symptoms  aggravated  in  consequence  of  his  removal. 
Fever  increased ;  pain  in  side  worse ;  tongue  dry ;  diarrhoea  has  set  in. 
Aeon.  8,  Are.  6,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

6th. — Slept  tolerably  well  during  the  night;    cough  troublesome; 
ftin  pain  in  right  side;    no  diarrhoea;    tongue  cleaner  and  moist; 
poise  88,  weak ;  some  dulness  on  percussion,  no  friction  sound. 
Continue  Aeon,  occasionally,  Merc.  1,  Chin.  A. 

TOl — ^Much  better  this  morning.  Skin  moist;  tongue  cleaner; 
Ixmels  acted  naturally  last  night ;  pulse  84,  soft  and  regular ;  slight 
pain  in  rif^t  side ;  cough  easier,  with  mucous  expectoration. 

Continue. 

Stb — ^Very  much  better,  all  pain  gone.     Cough  very  slight. 

Continue. 

9th.-^Beports  himself  well,  and  was  discharged  this  day. 
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Cass  VI. — ^Rheumatism. 

Aug.  16th,  1850. — ^Martin  Corrigan,  aged  51,  labourer,  married, 
admitted  into  hospital  to-day.  Has  been  exposed  to  cold  and  wet 
Complains  of  pains  in  the  back  and  lower  exfxemities  of  a  shooting 
character,  with  a  sense  of  contraction  in  the  tendons  of  the  thigh; 
urine  scanty  and  high-coloured;  bowels  sluggish;  he  feeb  worse  in 
a  morning. 

Take  Bry.  B,  Puis.  3,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

1 7th. — ^Rather  better.         Continue. 

18th. — Much  better.  Complains  now  of  pains  chiefly  in  the  knees; 
perspiring  freely.         Continue. 

20th. — Better. 

Take  Bry.  B,  Am.  B,  every  three  hours  alternately. 

Continued  improving  up  to  23rd,  when  he  was  discharged  cured. 

Case  Vn. 

Nov.  15th. — Margaret  Hobbs,  aged  26,  married,  came  to  the 
hospital  as  an  out-patient.  Has  been  subject  to  rheumatism.  Com- 
plains now  of  pains  in  the  joints  of  upper  and  lower  extremities,  more 
particularly  of  the  ankle-joints  and  feet ;  is  cold  and  chilly ;  thirst ; 
pulse  accelerated ;  tongue  furred ;  bowels  constipated ;  urine  scanty 
and  high-coloured. 

Take  Aeon.  B,  Bell.  B,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

16th. — Was  visited  at  her  own  home.  All  the  symptoms  were 
much  aggravated.  She  was  sitting  close  by  the  fire,  and  still  cold; 
pulse  100  and  jerking;  tongue  much  furred,  dry,  red  tip  and  edges; 
face  flushed,  skin  dry ;  pains  in  the  limbs  very  acute,  ankles  and  feet 
swollen,  hot  and  painful  to  the  touch ;  she  dreaded  night  approaching, 
the  pains  were  so  violent  when  warm  in  bed,  and  prevented  her 
sleeping.  She  was  ordered  to  continue  her  medicine,  and  to  come 
into  hospital  the  following  day. 

1 7th. — Admitted  into  hospital.  Somewhat  better,  still  pains  acute, 
and  ankle-joints  and  feet  still  swollen,  hot,  and  painful  to  the  touch ; 
she  is  imable  to  walk;  bowels  have  acted;  pulse  104,  compressible. 
Take  Bell.  B,  Khus  B,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

19th. — Feels  better;  has  had  a  better  night;  pain  almost  gone 
from  the  right  ankle-joint.         Continue. 

20th. — ^Pains  almost  gone ;  legs  continue  swollen.         Continue. 

23rd. — Feels  quite  well,  with  the  exception  of  some  debility. 
Discharged  cured. 
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CAflB  vm. 

Sept.  2nd. — John  Mews,  aged  88,  married,  admitted  into  hospitaL 
States  that  he  has  heen  ill  for  thirteen  months.  After  unusual  exer- 
tion he  was  seized  with  pain  in  stomach,  and  in  the  shoulders,  arms, 
hack  and  lower  extremities ;  the  pains  have  recently  hecome  much 
worse,  and  he  cannot  now  raise  the  right  arm ;  great  pain  in  right 
shoulder,  between  the  scapulse  and  down  the  hack ;  pain  and  stiffiieBB 
of  the  right  knee,  left  leg  and  foot  also  very  painful,  with  stiffiiess  of 
the  heel;  left  foot  yery  hot;  bowels  regular;  tongue  coated  and 
brown ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  pulse  accelerated. 

Take  Bry.  3,  Rhus  3,  every  three  hours  alternately. 

drd. — Same.        Continue. 

5th. — ^A  little  better.     Tongue  clean ;  bowels  relieved. 
Ordered  a    warm  bath,    and  Ars.  B,  Bry.  3,  every  four  hours 

alternately. 

6th. — Same.  Perspired  freely  in  the  night  after  the  bath ;  bowels 
relieved;  urine  high  coloured,  depositing  a  thick  white  sediment. 

Continue. 

7th. — ^Profuse  nightly  perspiration  affording  no  relief;  skin  hot; 
bowels  relieved;  tongue  coated;  on  examining  the  heart  with  the 
stethoscope  a  distinct  bruit  is  heard ;  action  accelerated  but  feeble  ; 
starts  from  his  sleep  with  violent  palpitation :  increased  dulness  in 
the  preecordial  region. 

Continue  Arsen.  B,  Bry.  8,  every  four  hours  alternately. 

8th. — Same.     Continue. 
9th. — Same.     Continue. 
10th. — ^Pulse  84 ;  heart  sounds  more  distinct. 
11th. — Same.        Take  Arsen.  B,  Digit.  B,  every  four  hours 
alternately. 

12th  and  13th. — Unable  still  to  raise  right  arm. 

1 4th. — Same .     Continue. 

15th. — ^Better,  Heart  sounds  more  distinct,  with  bruit  at  apex. 
Continue. 

16th.— Tingling  in  right  arm.         Continue. 

17th. — Same. 

18th. — ^Hearfs  action  more  distinct,  and  bruit  not  so  marked; 
coDsiderable  pain  in  right  shoulder.         Continue. 

20th. — Same. 
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2l8t. — ^Better  to  day.  Heart  Bounds  nonnal ;  pains  much  better ; 
leg  and  arm  of  right  side  continue  a  little  stiff. 

Continue  Digit  6,  Arsen.  B. 
22nd. — Discharged  at  lus  own  request,  as  he  states  that  he  feels 
nearly  well. 

Case  E^ 

June  5tlL — John  Hindley,  aged  26,  miner.  Several  months  ago 
was  seized  with  dull  aching  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  which 
was  followed  with  anasarcous  swelling,  commencing  at  the  face  and 
gradually  extended  oyer  the  body  to  the  lower  extremities,  and 
which  continues ;  legs,  feet,  and  abdomen  are  now  much  swollen ; 
tongue  coated  with  a  yeUow  fiir ;  pulse  rapid  and  feeble ;  bowels 
regular ;  urine  scanty  and  pale,  with  a  greenish  tinge. 

Digit.  3,  Ars.  3,  every  three  hours  alternately. 

7th. — General  health  better;  on  examination,  the  urine  was 
found  highly  albuminous.         Continue. 

8th. — Less  swollen.         Continue. 

9th,  10th  and  11th. — ^Swelling  diminishing;  urine  sp.  gr.  10.12. 
Continue. 

12th. — ^Urine,  10.14.         Continue. 

13th. — Urine,  10.18.         Continue. 

15th. — Swelling  very  much  reduced.         Continue. 

July  2nd. — Swelling  has  entirely  disappeared,  although  the  mitte 
still  contains  traces  of  albumen,  and  he  left  the  hospital  for  the 
benefit  of  sea-side  air. 

In  this  case  but  two  medicines  were  given,  Digit,  and  Ars.^ 
and  the  effect  was  to  remove  completely  the  dropsical  affection 
in  less  than  a  month.  Previoiis  to  his  admission  into  hospital 
he  had  for  two  months  been  under  allopathic  treatment^  at  one 
of  the  Manchester  dispensaries,  without  receiving  any  relief, 
although  the  most  potent  diuretics,  and  amongst  the  rest  Digi- 
talis had  been  unsparingly  administered. 

CaseX. — Continued  Feveb. 

June  4th. — J.  Matthews,  M.D.  Febrile  symptoms :  great  pain 
in  head ;  bowels  confined  for  several  days ;  pulse  140.  Aoon.  3, 
BelL  3,  Bry.  3. 

5th. — Tongue  coated  yellow ;  great  heat  and  pain  in  head ;  bowels 
acted  upon ;  pulse  better ;  debility.         Ars.  B,  Bell.  3. 
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6th. — ^LeM  ferer ;  less  tlurst ;  still  bitter  taste  in  mouth ;  tongue 
less  coated ;  pulse  better ;  feels  better,  though  weak.         Ck)ntinue. 

7th. — Slept  better  last  night ;  symptoms  much  improved ;  tongue 
deaning ;  puke  increasing ;  bowels  acted  upon  last  night. 

Ars.  B,  and  Bry. 

8th.-*Sanie.        Ck)ntinue. 

9th. — Delirium  this  morning  about  5  o'clock,  threatened  to  get 
ofot  of  bed ;  wishes  to  go  out ;  pulse  94,  small ;  tongue  moist  and 
cleaner;  forehead  oool ;  debility  much.  BeU.  3,  Ars.  B,  and  Stram.  3. 
8  p. x. — Great  excitement;  talks  continuously  of  going  home. 
Stnm.  3,  BelL  3.  Half-past  7  f.  x. — Found  him  up  and  partially 
dressed,  expressing  a  determination  to  go  home ;  was  eventually  pre- 
vafled  on  with  much  persuasion  to  return  to  bed.  Aeon.  3,  Ars.  B. 
and  BelL  3,  «t  opus  sit.  Quarter  past  9  p.  h. — ^Les  sexcitement,  but 
▼eiy  restless ;  skin  hot ;  pulse  94,  full ;  occasional  muttering  delirium. 
10  p.  M. — ^More  tranquil ;  inclined  to  dose.         BelL  3,  Ars.  3. 

10th,  three  quarters  past  8  p.  x. — ^Passed  a  pretty  tranquil  night, 
was  rather  excited  about  3  o'clock  this  morning,  got  up  and  wanted 
to  go  away ;  he  is  now  tranquil ;  pulse  94,  small ;  tongue  very  dry ; 
skin  hot ;  bowels  were  opened  yesterday  afternoon.         Continue. 

1 1th. — Slept  well  imtil  about  half-past  4  o'clock  this  morning, 
when  he  got  up  and  wanted  to  go  down  stairs,  he  said,  for  his  clothes ; 
the  nurse  with  some  difficulty  got  him  into  bed  again,  when  he  be- 
came quiet  and  remained  so  till  this  morning  at  9  o'clock ;  pulse  86 ; 
tongue  moist ;  skin  rather  cool  and  moist ;  tongue  coated  yellow ; 
bowels  regular ;  is  rather  inclined  to  ramble,  but  on  the  whole  much 
loore  rational  than  yesterday.         Continue  Aeon.  3. 

12th. — Slept  well  last  night;  skin  moist;  tongue  moist  and 
deaner ;  bowels  acted  upon  last  night ;  no  rambling,  is  quiet.    Cont. 

13th. — Slept  well  last  night  until  about  8  o'clock  thb  morning, 
when  he  asked  for  his  clothes,  and  desired  the  nurse  to  procure  a  cab 
aa  he  wished  to  go  home ;  seems  easier  now ;  not  much  fever;  bowels 
tegular.         Continue  Ars.  3. 

14th. — ^Had  a  very  good  night's  rest ;  skin  cool  and  moist;  tongue 
UKMSt  and  much  cleaner;  is  much  better  in  every  respect     Continue. 

1 5th.— -Slept  very  comfortably  last  night ;  skin  cool  and  moist; 
toDgoe  cleaning;  perfectly  rational;  bowels  acted  naturally  this 
nommg.         Continue. 

16th.— Much  better.        China  1,  BelL  3. 

17th. — Convalescent        Continue. 
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HOMCEOPATHIC    iNTELLIQENCE 


The  Hahnemann  Medical  Society, 

This  Society  was,  as  our  readers  are  aWare,  founded  in  April  last,  and 
at  present  numbers  61  Members  besides  honorary  members.  Smce  its 
first  genera]  meeting  on  the  7th  May  last  it  has  continued  to  assemble 
every  fortnight,  except  during  the  months  of  August  and  September.  We 
propose  giving  an  abstract  report  of  itB  proceedings  as  far  as  these  pofisess 
interest  to  homoeopathists  in  general. 

Second  Ordinary  Meeting,  May  28th,  1850. — Dr.  Epps  read  ft  paper 
*'  On  the  kind  of  evidence  best  suited  to  force  Homoeopathy  on  the  Pro- 
fessional and  Public  Mind." 

Fourth  Ordinary  Meeting,  June  18th,  1850. — Dr.  Henriqnea  read  a 
paper  '^  On  the  abuse  of  Purgatives  as  a  cause  of  Prolaptos  uteri,  and  on 
the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  that  disease."  This  essay  was  published  in 
our  last  number. 

Mr.  Epps  gave  a  description  of  a  pessary  formed  of  gutia  perdia  whicli 
he  had  found  very  useful  in  eases  of  prolapsus  that  required  mechanical 
treatment.  It  consisted  of  a  tube  of  that  material  about  '/^ths  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  terminated  at  one  end  by  a  cup-shaped  dilatation  ta  reoeiTe 
the  cervix  uteri.  Its  tubular  form  allowed  of  the  ready  egress  of  any  ab- 
normal secretions,  and  whilst  it  was  not  so  hard  as  to  cause  a  disagreeable 
pressure  upon  surrounding  parts,  it  was  sufficiently  finn  to  preserve  its 
shape  in  the  vagina.  He  preferred  it  to  the  India-ntbber  pessary  men- 
tioned by  the  author. 

Dr.  Chapman  could  corroborate  Dr.  Henriques^  statement  relative  to 
the  frequency  with  which  prolapsus  uteri  was  met  with,  in  women  addicted 
to  the  use  of  purgatives.  He  could  also  adduce  some  negative  testimony 
to  the  same  effect,  for  he  had  practised  extensively  in  Soutii  America  and 
had  never  met  with  an  instance  of  prolapsus  uteri  among  the  negresses  and 
native  Indians  who  never  employed  purgative  medicines.  He  also  be- 
lieved, that  the  disease  might  be  caused  by  the  excessive  use  of  lavements; 
and  he  doubted  much  if  the  almost  universal  habit  of  using  tbe  speculum 
now  prevailing  had  not  a  tendency  to  produee  prolapsus.  He  could  not  for- 
bear protesting  against  the  frequency  with  which  this  instrument  was  used. 
Some  medical  men  seemed  to  employ  it  on  every  possible  occasion,  and 
girls  from  6  years  old  and  upwards  were  indiscriminately  subjected  to  the 
ordeal,  which  he  considered  had  a  most  demondizing  tendency.  He  had 
heard  of  some  young  ladies  of  fashion,  who,  in  lack  of  other  amusement 
would  form  parties  to  go  and  have  the  speculum  applied  by  some  practitioner 
notorious  for  his  employment  of  it  Dr.  Henriques  had  recommended  a 
pessary  shaped  like  the  virile  member,  but  he  thought  that  such  a  shape 
was  highly  objectionable,  and  liable  to  give  rise  to  abuses. 

Mr.  Robertson  could  confirm  Dr.  Chapman's  statement  relative  to  the 
infrequency  of  prolapsus  in  hot  climates  and  among  the  negro  race,  for  he 
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Ind  fleen  a  good  deal  of  practice  in  British  Guiana,  and  had  never  met  with 
a  case  of  prolapsus  among  the  negroes.  Still  they  were  not  entirely  un- 
used to  purgative  medicines,  for  Glauber's  salts  was  a  favorite  remedy 
with  them^  though  he  admitted  they  did  not  make  that  constant  employ- 
ment of  it  which  was  made  of  purgatives  in  this  country.  The  exemption 
of  negresses  from  prolapsus  must  be  in  g^reat  measure  ascribed  to  the  differ- 
ence of  their  habits  from  those  of  our  ladies. 

Dr.  Roth  thought  that  prolapsus  was  often  brought  on  by  the  great 
eibrtB  made  to  ezpd  hardened  freces,  and  also  by  the  use  of  stays.  Dr. 
Henriques  had  alluded  to  the  employment  of  cold  water  in  the  treatment  of 
fliis  disease,  and  he  could  add  his  testimony  to  its  excellent  effects.  He 
lad  foond  gpneat  advantage  from  the  use  of  the  Sitz-bad^  chiefly  in  cases 
of  relaxed  constitution,  where  there  was  great  secretion  of  mucus.  He  had 
also  used  with  benefit,  douches  ascendentes  both  to  the  outside  of  the  geni- 
tab  and  internally  by  means  of  a  tube  introduced  into  the  vagina.  They 
were  peculiarly  adapted  for  weak  and  relaxed  persons. 

Mr.  Millard  had  found  the  abdominal  bandage  of  much  use  in  retaining 
die  nteros  in  mUu  after  its  replacement. 

Mr.  Engall  had  found  mercurius  of  great  utility  in  prolapsus  of  the 
vagina.  He  believed  that  the  employment  of  the  lavement  tended  to 
cause  displacement  of  the  uterus,  but  he  had  never  observed  prolapsus  as  a 
eooaeqaeDce  of  the  use  of  purgatives.  In  cases  where  the  uterus  was 
protruded  and  congested  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  its  replacement  im- 
poeaible,  he  would  ask  if  the  application  of  a  few  leeches  might  not  be  ad- 
Tiiable  in  order  to  unload  the  congested  vessels  and  ftusilitate  the  reduction 
of  die  tumour. 

Mr.  Wilson  believed  that  prolapsus  was  becoming  a  fSeishionable  com- 
plaint. During  fourteen  years  of  allopathic  treatment  he  had  never  met 
with  any  very  desperate  case  of  the  disease,  but  since  his  adoption  of 
homceopathy  a  patient  had  presented  herself  at  the  dispensary  who  had  a 
dMMl  aggravated  prolapsus  uteri.  The  uterus  was  entirely  external  to  the 
genitalfei  was  everted,  and  had  a  lardaceous-looking  ulcer  on  the  part 
oonresponding  to  the  fundus ;  all  the  rest  of  the  tumour  was  like  the  ex- 
tenal  skin,  and  it  hung  down  half-way  to  the  knees ;  there  was  a  con- 
MerMe  amount  of  oedema  about  it.  Various  attemps  had  been  made  to 
rednoe  it  withoitt  success.  He  had  found  that  in  cases  of  paraphimosis,  if  the 
gbnapenv  were  grasped  at  the  point,  reduction  was  difficult  or  impossible, 
but  if  aeised  by  the  neck  and  gradually  compressed,  reduction  was  easy.  He 
htS,  acted  on  liie  tame  principles  in  this  case.  The  patient  was  laid  down 
aad  lie  grasped  the  tumour  with  his  hand,  and  by  dint  of  constant  mani- 
pdatum  ibr  25  minutes  Ae  uterus  was  replaced  in  the  pelvic  cavity  and 
hid  not  again  descended.  The  ulcer  subsequently  healed  up.  He  was  not 
l^goted  to  any  system  of  treatment,  but  he  would  as  soon  think  of  apply- 
ing leedies  to  a  scrofblous  eye  as  to  a  prolapsed  uterus,  as  that  affection 
osly  oeemred  in  ^eak  and  debilitated  subjects  who  could  not  afford  to 
k»e  any  blood.  ^  ^ 
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Mr.  Engall  explained  that  he  only  suggested  the  application  of  leedieB 
in  cases  where  the  uterus  was  constricted  and  so  much  congested  that 
mortification  was  to  be  apprehended  if  the  congestion  were  not  speedily 
relieved,  and  the  tumour  reduced.    Dr.  Dewees  had  detailed  such  cases. 

Dr.  Curie  said,  that  probably  the  cases  of  mortification  of  the  wonb 
just  alluded  to  had  been  caused  by  the  efiects  of  violent  allopathic  treat- 
ment, and  would  never  have  occurred  had  the  patients  been  treated  homo- 
opathically.  Such  cases  bore  a  great  resemblance  to  cases  of  strangolafced 
hernia,  of  which  he  had  had  several  desperate  cases  to  treat.  In  one  the 
hernia  underwent  spontaneous  reduction  after  the  administratioii  of  the 
homoeopathic  remedy,  without  the  employment  of  the  taxis.  In  another 
case  the  patient  had  been  ill  10  or  12  hours  before  he  was  called  in ;  there 
was  vomiting,  cold  sweat,  and  excessive  prostration ;  the  tumonr  waft  ex- 
ternally red.  This  seemed  just  a  case  for  leeches ;  he  did  not  employ 
any,  however,  but  gave  the  patient  the  medicine,  assuring  him  that  in  a 
short  time  the  tumour  would  go  back  without  further  aid,  which  it  did. 
Why  did  strangulation  take  place?  He  answered— on  aocount  of  the 
inflammation.  Subdue  the  inflammation,  which  could  be  done  by  the 
homoeopathic  remedy,  and  the  strangulation  would  ceaaCi  the  tumonr 
disappear. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  believed  that  a  very  frequent  cause  of  prolapsus  uteri  inras 
riding  on  horseback.  He  doubted  the  correctness  of  the  pathological  view 
of  strangulated  hernia  taken  by  Dr.  Curie ;  the  inflammation  he  conceived 
was  generally  the  consequence  not  the  cause  of  strangulation. 

Dr.  Henriques  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  remarks  his  p^)er  had 
elicited,  and  defended  seriatim  the  opinions  he  had  expressed  in  his  essay.. 

Fifth  Ordinary  Meeting ,  July  2nd,  1850. — Dr.  Roth  read^some  ohsor- 
vations  on  the  medicinal  employment  of  electricity,  and  exhibited  yaiioot 
apparatus  for  the  application  of  that  agent  by  means  of  chains,  braceletB^ 
necklaces,  girdles,  kjc. 

Dr.  Chapman  believed  electricity  to  be  a  most  valuable  agent  for  medi* 
cinal  purposes.  In  South  America  he  had  successfully  employed  the 
g^mnotus  electricus,  or  electric  eel,  in  paralysis  and  other  local  affeetiona. 
He  had  seen  a  powerful  negro  prostrated  by  the  shock  of  one  of  these  eels. 
He  himself  had  for  three  successive  years  suflfered  from  attacks  of  lambago 
of  great  severity.  The  first  attack,  which  was  treated  allopathically,  was 
cured  in  7  hours ;  the  second  yielded  in  7  hours  to  Rhus ;  the  third  did  not 
correspond  to  the  efiects  of  any  homoeopathic  remedy,  for  this  he  employed 
the  electric  bath,  which  relieved  him  in  an  hour,  whereupon  he  fell  asleep 
and  slept  6  hours ;  he  then  awoke  in  pain,  and  again  applied  the  electii- 
city  with  the  same  beneficial  efiPect.  He  was  unable  to  say  at  this  distance 
of  time  whether  his  symptoms  corresponded  to  those  of  electricity,  bat  he 
believed  that  every  curative  agent  acted  curatively  on  the  homoeopathic 
principle.  The  dose  required  was  something  altogether  independent  of 
this  principle,  and  was  purely  a  matter  of  experience.    He  had  lecoitly 
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tmted  ft  man  for  typhilisi  who  was  affected  with  chancres  and  buboes 
The  hoiiKB(^thic  preparations  of  mercury,  from  1  to  30,  invariably  caused 
sleefdesB  nights  and  profose  nocturnal  perspirations,  but  one  grain  of  blue 
lull  acted  like  a  charm  and  cured  his  malady  without  causing  any  concomi- 
tuit  sufferings. 

Mr.  Millard  said,  that  as  allusion  had  been  made  to  the  cure  of  chancres, 
he  might  mention  a  case  he  had  had  which  strikingly  shew^  the  power  of 
tiie  rightly-selected  remedy.  A  woman  contracted  a  small  chancre  on  the 
labia.  He  gave  her  half-a-grain  of  the  8rd  trit.  of  Merc,  sol,  every  mor- 
nng  for  12  dajrs ;  thereat^  some  vegetations  appearing  on  the  edges  of 
the  sore,  he  gave  Niir.  ac,  drd  or  30th  once  a  day  for  10  days,  at  the  expiry 
of  three  weeks  the  chancre  was  perfectly  healed. 

Mr.  Pearoe  had  in  former  days  treated  two  cases  of  paralysis  successfully 
with  electricity.  One  case  of  paralysis  of  an  arm  which  had  existed  for  a 
considerable  time,  he  had  treated  by  powerful  shocks  from  4  Ley  den  jars, 
followed  by  the  employment  of  the  electro-magnetic  machine;  the  patient 
was  comidetely  cured  in  9  weeks.  The  other  case  was  that  of  a  woman 
whote  right  side  had  been  paralysed  for  years;  she  was  much  benefitted  by 
tiie  employment  of  electricity. 

Mr.  Wilson  believed  with  Dr.  C.  Hering  and  Dr.  Black  that  the  true 
pnetkal  role  was  to  give  medicines  in  more  massive  doses  where  the 
symptoms  corresponded  to  the  effects  of  large  doses,  and  to  give  them  in 
small  doees  where  the  symptoms  resembled  those  produced  by  small  doses 
of  the  drug  on  the  healthy  individual.  He  believed  that  the  symptoms  of 
those  patients  whom  Mr.  Pearce  had  mentioned  as  having  been  benefitted 
by  powerful  shocks  of  electricity,  corresponded  to  the  effects  of  violent 
deetrical  shocks.  He  believed  that  pathogenetic  effects  could  be  pro- 
dnced  by  the  very  smallest  doses.  In  his  opinion  histories  of  cases  were 
of  little  value  unless  an  accurate  detail  of  all  observable  symptoms  as  well 
as  a  minute  ananmesis  of  the  morbid  state  from  the  very  birth  of  the 
patient  were  given.  It  was  frequently  said,  that  we  had  too  many 
symptoms  in  the  pathogenesis  of  some  drugs,  but  that  was  not  his  own 
opinidi.  Pathological  views  were  of  little  service  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
Andral,  whose  pathological  acumen  was  undoubted,  had  treated 

in  which  he  had  again  and  again  prognosticated  a  result  the  very 
Of^OBite  of  what  ensued.    Hahnemann  had  truly  said,  that  physiology 
Tery  well  in  the  sound  state,  but  valueless  when  applied  to  the  dis- 

organism. 

Mr.  Epps  had  seen  electricity  applied  with  advantage  to  the  treatment 
of  efarooic  nkem  of  the  legs. 

Sbcih  Ordinary  Meeting,  16th  July,  1850.^Dr.  Dudgeon  read  an 
Enay  **  On  Hahnemann's  claim  to  be  considered  a  Medical  Reformer  be- 
ftie  his  discovery  of  the  Homoeopathic  Law.''  In  this  Essay  the  writer 
ihewed,  firom  nurioos  works  of  Hahnemann  published  prior  to  1790,  that 
the  great  Befbnner  of  Medicine  had  already  introduced  several  important 


106  Homoeopathic  Intelligence, 

improvemeDts  in  medical  practice,  mon  eepecially  in  the  treatment  of  syphi- 
lis, by  giving  extremely  minute  doses  of  his  own  preparation  of  Mereury, 
the  mercuriuM  golubilii  Hahnemanni,  as  it  is  termed,  and  by  his  discovery 
Ki^hepar  mtiphurU  as  the  antidote  to  oyer^dosing  with  Mercury. 

Seventh  Ordinary  Meeting,  Ist  October,  1860. — At  this  meeting  the 
following  interesting  letter  from  Dr.  Trinks,  in  acknowledgment  of  his 
election  as  honorary  member,  was  read  :— 

"  Esteemed  Sir! — Yon  announce  to  me  that  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
Society  has  done  me  the  honour  to  elect  me  honorary  member  at  its  meet- 
ing on  the  2nd  July,  and  I  beg  you  will  express  to  that  Society  of 
homoeopathic  physicians,  which  I  so  highly  esteem,  my  most  profoundly 
felt  thanks  for  the  very  flattering  distinction.  Since  1620,  I  have  been  a 
homoeopathic  physician,  and  have  had  the  extreme  good  fortune  to  enjoy 
personal  intercourse  with  the  great  Reformer  at  Leipzic  and  Cothen,  and  I 
remained  in  corre^K>ndence  with  him  up  to  the  period  of  his  decease.  I 
have  participated  in  all  the  phases  of  his  reform  of  the  medical  art  along 
with  him,  and  have  been  compelled  to  undergo  the  martyrdom  of  his  finl 
disciples  in  its  taU  extent  and  meaning,  a  fate  that  none  of  the  homcno* 
pathic  practitioners  of  the  present  day  will  have  to  enoountor.  Those 
were,  in  truth,  no  pleasant  times,  and  it  required  great  patience,  great 
eourage  in  order  to  bear  up  against  all  the  stupidities  of  unreasonable 
individuals,  as  well  as  the  systematic  oppressions  and  persecutions  of  oar 
medical  authorities.  Every  inch  of  the  ground  of  homoeopathy  had  to  be 
striven  and  combatted  for ;  whenever  a  death  occurred  among  our  patients 
we  feared  a  judicial  investigation ;  Damocles'  sword  was  suspended  over 
the  head  of  every  homoeopathic  practitioner  in  Saxony.  I  was  the  first 
homoeopathic  physician  in  Dresden,  and  Kreyt»ig,  the  omnipotent  court 
physician,  was  the  personal  enemy  of  Hahnemann ;  and  he  succeeded,  by 
intrigue,  in  driving  Hahnemann  out  of  Saxony.  Under  such  auspices  bad 
a  firm  footing  to  be  gained  for  homoeopathy — and  it  has  been  gained. 

'*  These  sad  and  gloomy  times  are  past,  Heaven  be  praised  1  and  the 
great  fact  can  now  develope  itself  freely  and  unrestrainedly,  and  bring  its 
influence  to  bear  on  our  science  and  art.  And  this  it  will  do,  because  it  Is 
a  grand  truth.  We  are  still  in  the  first  period  of  the  development  of  this 
new  and  natural  system  of  medicine,  which  is  the  crown  of  all  the  investi* 
gations  of  nature,  and  which  will  rapidly  unfold  an  undreamt  of  jnrofii- 
sion  of  bloom,  in  spite  of  all  the  aberrations  that  are  inseparably  connected 
with  the  progress  and  development  of  every  new  science  and  art — for  all 
these  errors  and  illusions  vanish  before  the  force  of  &cts  and  before  the 
light  of  criticism.  All  seed  does  not  fall  in  good  ground,  and  therefore  we 
cannot  hope  to  reap  only  good  and  pure  grain,  for  every  seed  requires  to 
be  thoroughly  cleansed  f^om  the  chaff. 

*^  When  I  review  my  life,  I  forget  the  sorrows  of  the  past  in  the  joys  of 
the  present ;  I  see  how  the  homoeopathic  healing  art  is  spreading  over  the 
whole  world,  how  rapidly  its  medical  and  lay  supporters  increflBe ;  and  it 
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is  a  gmty  a  bappy  thing  to  be  consdoiM  of  liaTing  worked  along  widi 
tiiem  to  the  best  of  my  ability  at  this  great  edifice,  which  will  prove  a 
tonrce  of  ittcalenlable  Ueasiag  to  saflfering  hamanity. 

^  Accept,  respected  Sir,  the  assurance  that  I  shall  fi^w  with  great 
attention  the  labours  of  the  homoeopathic  phpicians  of  England,  who  hare 
already  accomplished  so  mnoh  gratifying  work  for  art  and  science. 

''  With  esteem  I  remain  yonr  most  obedient, 
«  Dresden,  8t!i  Aagost,  1860.  «  C.  F.  TRINKS, 

*^  Royal  Saxon  Medical  CoumeUor. 
**  To  the  Secretary  of  die  Hahnemann  Medical  Society.'' 

l^hth  Or^&nary  Meeting^  16th  October,  I860.— Mr.  Hering  read  a 
paper  *^  on  Serofnlons  Disease  of  the  Knee-joint,''  in  which  he  detailed 
sereral  cases  of  that  disease  that  had  fUlen  under  his  obseryation. 

Br.  Chepmell  said  he  had  had  a  case  under  his  care  of  a  girl,  between  0 
and  10  years  old,  who,  in  addition  to  white  swelling  of  the  knee,  had 
lymptoms  indicatiTC  of  softening  of  the  brain,  which  ultimately  carried 
her  off.  One  peculiar  symptom  was  an  intense  burning  pain  in  the  occiput, 
where  the  hair  turned  quite  white,  this  symptom  was  relieved  by  anenie. 
The  head  symptoms  seemed  to  alternate  with  profuse  suppuration  from  the 
dneased  knee.  Before  coming  under  homoeopathic  treatment  her  spirits 
had  been  uncommonly  depressed,  but  afterwards  they  got  very  good. 
Hie  autopsy  shewed  extensive  softening  of  the  brain,  and  complete  absorp- 
tion of  the  cartilages  of  the  knee-joint.  He  had  also  had  a  case  of  strumous 
diseaae  of  the  elbow-joint,  for  which  amputation  had  been  proposed  by  an 
allopathic  surgeon.  After  two  years  of  homoeopathic  treatment  the  joint 
became  quite  pliable  and  useful  to  the  patient.  He  had  treated  another 
case  of  enlarged  wrist-joint,  which  had  originally  been  brought  on  by  a 
fracture ;  the  swelling  was  much  benefitted  by  arnica  in  lotion  and  given 
internally,  and  the  sensation  which  had  been  lost  in  the  hand  was  restored 
by  jJBcea  and  eale.  A  gentleman  of  strumous  constitution,  whose  wounds 
never  healed  readily,  was  much  benefitted  by  the  internal  and  external 
nie  of  ormea.  In  the  case  of  a  labourer  who  had  been  forced  to  give  up 
work  on  account  of  extensive  ulceration  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  3  globules 
Qithryonia  200,  and  silicea  200,  effected  a  complete  cure. 

Processor  Georgii  mentioned  an  instance  of  scrofulous  disease  of  the 
knee-joint,  with  complete  anchylosis  and  accompanied  by  intense  sufierings, 
where  all  pain  ceased  after  the  first  application  of  Ling's  system  of  move- 
meats,  and  in  the  coune  of  three  weeks  the  patient  was  able  to  walk 
about  and  most  of  the  swelling  had  gone.  He  had  successfully  treated 
many  cases  of  the  same  disease  at  the  Central  Gymnastic  Institution  of 
Stockholm.  The  treatment  by  movements  was  illustrative  of  the  trotK  of 
flie  homoeopathic  law,  inasmuch  as  to  remove  congestion  in  any  part,  a 
movement  was  employed  which  was  productive  of  congestion  in  that  part 
in  a  healthy  person. 
Dr.  Dudgeon  cited  the  case  of  a  boy  of  9  years  of  age,  at  present  under 
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his  treatment.  When  he  first  saw  the  case,  a  year  ago,  the  patient  had 
just  come  out  of  an  hospital,  where  amputation  of  the  limh  had  been  ad- 
yised  as  the  only  chance  of  saving  his  life.  He  was  emaciated  to  a  mere 
skeleton,  and  in  size  was  not  larger  than  an  ordinary  child  of  8  years  of 
age.  The  knee  was  much  swollen,  excesdvely  sensitive,  and  firom  an 
opening  in  it  a  quantity  of  ichorus  looking  matter  of  very  unhealthy  ap- 
pearance was  discharged.  He  had  frequent  attacks  of  fever  and  profuse 
night  sweats.  Under  the  use  of  several  remedies,  but  especially  of  mUeta^  he 
had  progressed  amazingly,  had  gained  strength  and  flesh,  all  the  pain  was 
gone,  and  he  was  able  to  walk  about  with  a  crutch  and  go  to  schooL 
There  was  still  some  suppuration  from  the  knee,  but  the  pus  was  of  a 
healthy  character  and  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  cure  being  e&cted|  of 
course  with  anchylosis  of  the  joint 

Mr.  Engall  stated  that  several  cases  of  the  disease  in  question  had  come 
under  his  care.  He  thought  that  antipsorics  were  not  indicated  in  the  first 
stages  of  the  disease.  According  to  Sir  B.  Brodie,  the  disease  primarily 
afiected  the  synovial  membrane,  and  he  thought  that  for  this  beUadamia 
was  peculiarly  indicated.  Iodine  was  an  appropriate  remedy  for  the 
disease,  and  he  thought  that  the  benefit  derived  from  a  residenee  at  the 
sea-side  might  be  owing  to  the  Iodine  with  which  the  sea  air  was  impr^- 
nated.  The  efficacy  of  a  residence  at  the  sea*side  was  an  argument  in 
favour  of  repeating  the  medicine  frequently,  for  in  that  case  a  dose  of  the 
appropriate  remedy  was  taken  in  at  every  inspiration.  He  considered  that 
when  there  were  morbid  structural  changes,  the  larger  medicinal  dotes 
were  indicated. 

Mr.  Millard  thought  that  remedies  might  be  given  more  frequently  than 
they  usually  were,  with  advantage.  He  had  at  present  a  case  of  anchy* 
losis  of  the  elbow-joint  under  his  care ;  there  was  also  exostosis  of  a  rib, 
ulcers  about  tbe  elbow-joint,  and  double  curvature  of  die  spine*  It  had 
been  considerably  relieved  by  the  homoeopathic  remedies,  and  he  was  now 
administering  cod-liver  oil. 

Ninth  Ordinary  Meeting ,  November  6th,  ISM,-- Discussion  on  T)fphus 
Fever, — The  discussion  was  opened  by  reading  the  following  letter  fiiom 
Mr.  Blake,  of  Taunton. 

<<  Gentlemen,^!  am  glad  that  the  subject  of  Typhus  Fever  is  about  to 
be  discussed  by  you,  since  there  are  some  points  of  practical  importance 
about  which  I  know  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion ;  for  instance,  Is  it 
right  to  give  a  patient  that  for  which  he  particularly  craves,  it  behig  at 
the  same  time,  abstractedly,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  unsuitMe  ?  I  would 
just  remark,  in  passing,  that  I  have  again  and  again  refused  it,  but  after- 
wards had  cause  to  repent  having  done  so ;  the  vexation  and  disappoint- 
ment to  the  patient  having  produced  worse  effects  than  the  thing  refused 
would  have  done,  which  very  frequently  after  all  is  not  touched.  Again, 
I  have  allowed  it,  and  afterwards  wished  I  had  not,  though  those  patients 
were  restored,  and  on  the  whole  I  have  had  far  less  cause  to  regret  the 
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snowanee  Umoi  tlie  TefbaaL    Of  conne  it  mutt  be  undentood  that  the 
thing  desired  has  been  reftised  again  and  again  before  being  aUowed. 

**  Then  there  is  the  question  of  stimnhmts :  first,  is  there  any  stage  of  the 
disease  in  which  stimnlants  may  be  considered  as  homoeopathic  ?  if  so, 
what  stage  ?  and  if  not,  still  whether  in  certain  stages,  with  our  present 
limited  knowledge,  its  nse  may  not  be  allowable  ?  Here  I  desire  to  speak 
with  caution,  because  I  fear  I  shall  be  differing  from  many  of  fiur  greater 
knowledge  and  experience  than  myself;  still,  I  can  say,  that  I  ha?e  treated 
a  good  number  of  cases,  and  many  of  them  serious.  Only  a  few  weeks 
lince  I  had  two  of  the  worst  cases  I  ever  saw,  of  the  putrid  character— two 
girb  in  one  room  (for  they  had  no  other),  of  the  respective  ages  of  16  and 
16  yean.  One  had  been  under  allopathic  treatment  14  days  before  she 
was  pat  under  my  care ;  both  seemed  utterly  helpless — both  had  stimii- 
lants ;  and  had  they  not,  I  believe  would  have  died,  though  now  perfectly 
recovered. 

*<  I  had,  some  time  since,  a  similar  case,  which  Mr.  Trotman  saw  with 
me  several  times^  in  which  no  stimulants  were  allowed ;  but  this  was  lost, 
and  I  have  ever  since  and  ever  shall  regret  it. 

**  My  own  experience,  therefore,  little  as  it  may  be,  is,  that  with  dis- 
cretion, especially  when  there  is  rapid  tendency  to  decomposition,  stimu- 
lants ought  to  be  allowed. 

**  Then  as  to  medidnes,  I  would  just  say,  that  in  the  worst  stages  of  the 
referred  to,  I  found  earb,  veg,^  mere,  and  hyoi.y  (the  latter  espe- 
where  the  head  was  much  a£R9Cted),  to  be  for  more  useful  than  rhu», 
hry,f  and  tars.  Of  course  the  last  mentioned,  together  with  others,  and 
sometimes  alone,  are  often  sufficient. 

**  There  is  one  point  on  which  we  are  very  liable  to  faO,  viz.,  in  not 
giving  a  suffident  time  for  the  medicine  to  act,  expecting  too  much  in  the 
tiBUy  and  flying  off  to  another  remedy,  instead  of  beingj^satisfied  that  the 
right  one  has  been  chosen,  and  quietly  waiting  the  result,  unless  the  patient 
is  hooriy  getting  worse,  then  of  course  other  remedies  must  be  chosen.'' 

Mr.  Bering  had  not  seen  many  cases  of  typhus  fever  treated  homceopa- 
thieally,  bat  he  could,  from  his  experience,  corroborate  the  observations 
made  by  Mr.  Blake,  respecting  the  cravings  of  patients.  One  case  he  had 
had  was  that  of  a  gentleman  who  vras  in  a  very  sinking  state,  when 
snddenly  he  took  a  great  craving  for  vinegar,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
nurse  got  hold  of  ajar  of  pickles,  which  he  emptied.  From  that  moment 
he  rallied.  In  cases  where  the  old  school  practitioners  would  administer 
wine  and  other  stimulants  in  typhus,  he  had  seen  good  results  arise  from 
the  ose  of  armme.  Two  young  ladies  who  had  caught  the  infection  whilst 
visiting  the  poor,  seemed  on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  disease  to  be  sinking 
rapidly ;  art.  was  administered,  and  in  24  hours  they  were  out  of  danger. 
There  was  present  in  them  oarpology  and  low  muttering  delirium. 

Mr.  Hands  had  vritneesed  the  case  of  a  patient  apparently  sinking  under 
eoUiqaatlva  diairluBa,  who  took  a  craving  for  bread  and  cheese  and 
cyder,  which  he  got,  and  ralUed  from  that  hour. 
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Dr.  Henriqnee  was  m  attendanee  at  Atbens  on  a  cfafld  afiected  with 
dysentery.  The  makdy,  in  spite  of  all  aDopathie  remedies,  eontinued  to 
grow  wone,  so  much  so  that  the  child's  life  was  despaired  of  by  the  at- 
teading  phyaeiaiis.  I  n  this  state  it  expressed  a  great  desire  for  wine,  whidi 
was  at  first  opposed  by  the  medical  men,  but  as  the  child  was  evidently 
lapidly  dying  it  was  at  length  allowed.  It  drank  a  large  qnantityy  which 
made  it  qnite  dmnk,  wherenpon  it  &I1  asleep,  and  on  awaking  odled  for 
mora  wine,  and  in  this  way  it  went  on  for  some  months,  taking  hardly 
any  other  nourishment  than  wine,  and  continoally  getting  better,  until  it 
was  thoroughly  cared.  He  considered  that  when  die  thing  craved  for  was 
not  absolutely  contradicted,  it  was  best  to  allow  it  He  had  seen  many 
eases  of  severe  yelfew  ieret  in  the  West  Indies  cured  by  supplying  tie 
patientB  liberally  with  champagne,  for  which  a  craving  was  expressed. 

BCr.  Hering  thought  it  of  importance  to  determine  whether  the  craving 
of  a  patient  were  dependent  on  the  stomach  or  the  brain.  In  typhns,  aa 
was  well  known,  the  base  of  the  brain  where  lay  the  organ  of  afimentive* 
nesB  was  congested,  and  thus  a  false  appetite  was  created  for  food,  which 
could  not  be  borne  by  the  stomach ;  just  as  in  some  patients  tibe  brain  waa 
so  acted  on  as  to  produce  suicidal  feelings,  whilst  the  whole  moral  feeling 
of  the  patient  was  abhorrent  to  the  act ;  he  imagined  that  in  such  a  case^ 
the  organ  of  destructiveness  was  morbidly  afiected. 

Dr.  Roth  said,  that  several  cases  of  craving  for  unnatural  things  had 
occurred  in  his  own  practice.  One  was  a  lady  who  constantly  ate  die 
wood  of  lead  pencils,  and  another  devoured  large  quantities  of  wax,  and 
yet  there  was  no  chlorosis  in  either  case.  After  the  femine  in  Hungary  m 
1B46,  there  had  been  a  great  amount  of  t3^us  fever.  In  every  house  bk 
certain  villages  ^ve^  six,  or  eight  cases  occurred.  The  diseasotsommenced 
with  irritation  of  all  the  mucous  membranes,  and  after  showing  somewhat 
tiie  character  of  intermittent  fever,  passed  into  the  typhoid  state,  in  whidi 
^  characteristic  red  spots  appeared  over  the  body,  which  in  cases  of  great 
debility  assumed  a  bluish  tinge.  The  patients  had  in  all  cases  been  sub-, 
jected  to  great  privations.  The  remedies  that  had  proved  most  successfbl 
were  hydrochloric  acid,  6  or  10  drops  in  5  or  6  ounces  of  water,  |  an 
ounce  8  or  4  times  a  day ;  also  ipec,  in  small  doses.  Applications  of  cold 
water  were  also  found  very  useful.  For  the  accompanying  diarrfaoM, 
an  enema  of  cold  water,  and  mere,  corr,  were  successfully  employed. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  remembered  reading  a  remarkable  case  of  craving  for 
unnatural  things  that  had  proved  curative.  A  patient  affscted  with  jaun- 
dice, accompanied  by  dropsical  symptoms,  was  reduced  to  a  deplorable 
state,  when  suddenly  he  felt  an  irresistible  inclination  to  drink  his  own 
nrine,  which  he  did  by  swallowing  the  contents  of  his  chamber  utensil,  and 
the  disease  which  had  resisted  all  medical  treatment,  was  rapidly  cured  by 
this  novel  remedy.  It  was  important  in  discussing  the  treatment  of  thk 
disease,  to  determine  the  precise  character  of  the  disease  commonly  under- 
stood by  the  term  typhus ;  especially  bs  he  believed  that  several  distinct 
fevers  were  sometimes  confounded  under  this  appellation.    The  suliti^ct  of 
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tjphM  litd  nsondf  attneted  anieh  Attaitk»,  both  here  sad  abroad,  and 
maoy  treadaes  had  heen  written  to  prove  the  identity  or  non-identity  of 
the  eontiiiQed  ferer  of  this  eoontry  nod  ihat  of  France  and  Germany.  In 
hit  opinion  one  of  the  best  of  these  was  an  etsay  by  Dr.  Jenner,  in  the  hurt 
voL  of  the  Med,  Ckur,  gVwmwrfiofy  in  which  the  anthor  shewed  tiiat 
three  distinct  species  had  been  confounded  nnder  the  same  term.  Themost 
ftfqncBt  fever  in  this  eoontry,  denominated  by  him  iyphuM  fever,  was 
tbaoaft  iBTariably  aooompanied  by  an  emptiooY  that  appeared  from  the  6th 
to  the  7th  dsty,  ooasistiag  of  distinct  spots  at  first,  slightly  elevated,  and  of 
a  doaky  pink  hae,  BesemUing  stains  of  mnlberry  juice,  varying  in  siie  from 
a  oiera  point  to  a  ample  of  lines  in  diameter,  which,  as  the  disease  ad- 
vasoed,  aiinied  a  darker  colonr,  lost  their  elevated  appearanoe,  and  some- 
timea  passed  into  petedusi ;  they  lasted  until  the  termination  of  the 
dkeaee.  Aeoooipanying  these  spots  was  a  subcuticular  rash,  consisting  of 
pale  dssky  red  spots,  running  into  each  other,  and  like  the  distinct  spots 
deepestiftoolonrat  the  most  dependent  parts  of  the  body;  these  generally 
aippeaied  some  dny  s  after  the  dkdnct  spots.  This  form  was  unaccompanied 
by  any  change  in  the  peyerian  or  mesenteric  glands,  and  seemed  to  be  of 
amra  oocnrrence  on  the  continent.  Next  in  point  of  frequency,  was  what 
Dir.  J.  termed  iypbaid  fever,  which  was  characterized  by  an  eruption, 
appearing  from  the  7th  to  the  18th  day,  consisting  of  circular  bright  rose 
celoored  spota,  shading  off  towards  their  drcumfinrence.  They  were  about 
S  finca  in  diameter,  slightly  elevated,  few  in  number,  and  each  spot  lasted 
caly  from  9  to  6  dnys,  bot  were  always  succeeded  by  fresh  spots,  until  the 
Slat  or  88th  day  of  the  disease.  In  all  the  fatal  cases  the  peyerian  and 
meaenteric  glands  were  found  to  be  affected.  This  was  the  form  most 
fiaqatndy  met  with  on  the  continent,  where  it  was  tenaed  febrii  nervoea, 
or  tgphue  ahdamimaUe.  The  third  variety  was  termed  by  jyr.  Jenner  re- 
Ufrimg  fever ;  this  was  nnaccompanied  by  any  eruption,  but  was  dia* 
tingaished  by  gastric  and  hepatic  derangement  On  or  about  the  7th  day, 
proftne  perspiration  ensued,  followed  by  apparent  recovery,  but  from  6  to 
8  days  afterwards  the  aflRBCtion  retomed,  terminating  as  before  in  profose 
sweaty  and  permanent  convalescence.  The  two  first  mentioned  forms  of 
iirrer  only,  belonged,  he  thought,  to  the  subject  of  their  discussion,  and 
thon§^  diere  was  little  doubt,  from  Dr.  Jenner's  and  others'  observadons, 
that  they  were  distinct  affections,  they  presented  many  points  in  commoUi 
both  being  accompanied  by  a  rash,  both  occurring,  with  rare  exceptions, 
but  once  in  a  lifetime,  and  neither  being  liable  to  relapse.  The  general 
febrile  syinptoms  accompanying  both  too,  rendered  them  amenable  to  a 
wy  analagons  medicinal  treatment.  He  believed  that  the  disease  was 
not  enable  of  being  cut  short  by  any  mode  of  treatment,  but  that  much 
might  be  done  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  its  stages,  and  lead  it  to  a  favor- 
able temunation ;  though  after  all  it  was  often  a  most  intractable  and  fetal 
malady.  As  regarded  remedies,  it  was  well  known  that  Fleischmann 
mgarded  orssnicifm  as  almost  specific,  and  that  remedy  seemed  to  corns* 
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poDd  in  its  pathogenesis  to  the  form  nsnally  met  widi  on  the  oontinenty 
though  it  was  not  so  well  indicated  for  the  commonest  variety  in  this  oonn- 
try.  A  good  deal  had  been  written  relative  to  the  analogy  of  the  effects  of 
arsenic  with  the  continental  variety  of  typhus ;  he  would  refer  the  Society 
especially  to  the  articles  by  Hausmann,  Wurmb,  and  Watzke,  in  the 
Austrian  Hamceopaihic  Journal,  Whilst  in  Vienna  Dr.  Dudgeon  had 
followed  with  much  attention  the  treatment  of  typhus  by  Fleischmann,  in 
the  Hospital  there,  an  abstract  of  which  he  would  offer  to  them,  premising 
that  the  remedy  first  selected  was  rarely,  if  ever,  changed  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  the  disease,  which  slovenly  treatment  in  a  disease  which 
usually  required  much  careful  watching  and  a  frequent  change  of  medicines, 
accounted  in  his  opinion  for  the  very  indifferent  success  met  with  in  the 
treatment  of  typhus  by  Dr.  Fleischmann.  If  the  disease  came  under 
treatment  in  an  early  stage,  and  there  were  frequent,  watery,  greenish 
stools,  ac,  pho8.  3  dec.  was  given.  If  it  was  already  in  a  more  advanced 
stage,  and  there  were  present  confusion,  heaviness  and  giddiness,  brownish 
crusts  on  the  nostrils,  lips  and  teeth,  dry  and  parched  tongue,  great  de- 
bility, ars.  6  or  3  dec.  was  given.  If  symptoms  of  colliquation  occuned, 
carb.  veg,  2  dec.  was  given,  alternately  with  the  last  remedy.  Phos.  8 
was  given  alternately  with  carb.  veg,  in  supervening  bronchitis  or  pneu- 
monia, when  the  expectoration  was  tinged  with  blood,  or  when  it  was 
gelatinous  or  viscid.  Cough  in  typhus  fever  was  treated  with  tulph.  if  dry  and 
troublesome ;  with  conium  if  principally  at  night ;  with  senega  if  the  ex- 
pectoration was  great  but  difficult  to  bring  up.  When  there  was  constant 
trembling  and  vociferation,  strain,  was  given.  In  constant  delirium, 
beUad.  In  excessive  weakness  and  exhaustion,  chin.  When  headache 
and  singing  in  the  ears  were  prominent  symptoms,  bryon.  Dr.  Dudgeon 
then  read  an  analysis  of  28  cases  of  typhus  he  had  watched  day  by  day  at 
the  Vienna  Hospital,  illustrative  of  these  and  other  points  of  Fleischmann^ 
practice.  The  papers  of  Dr.  Wolf  on  typhus,  the  first  of  which  had  been 
published  in  the  October  No.  of  the  Brit.  Jour,  of  Horn,  j  he  considered  to 
be  among  the  most  valuable  that  had  yet  appeared  on  the  subject,  and  he 
had  had  occasion  to  verify  his  statements,  especially  regarding  the  efficacy 
of  bryonia,  where  the  delirium  was  of  the  peculiar  character  described  by 
Dr.  Wolf.  He  believed  that  a  most  important  point  in  the  treatment  of 
typhus,  was  the  administration  of  stimulants,  such  as  wine  or  diluted 
spirits,  in  cases  of  great  sinking  of  the  strength,  accompanied  with  tremb- 
ling and  low  muttering  delirium,  from  which  he  had  observed  excellent 
effects  in  his  allopathic  practice,  and  which  he  should  be  sorry  to  abandon 
as  an  auxiliary  to  homoeopathic  treatment,  if  indeed  they  were  not  the  tme 
homoeopathic  remedy  for  that  state,  which  bore  considerable  resemblance 
to  the  effects  of  excessive  indulgence  in  alcoholic  drinks.  Another  not  less 
important  point  was,  to  know  when  and  how  to  feed  typhus  patients.  It 
often  happened  that  they  expressed  themselves  extremely  hungry,  even 
before  the  subsidence  of  the  febrile  state,  but  this  was  in  many  cases  a  fiilse 
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appetite^  which  might  be  hamoared  by  offering  the  patient  small  quantities 
id  arrow-root,  or  other  innocaoos  nntriment,  a  single  spoonfnl  of  which 
would  often  satisfy  the  patient  that  such  was  the  case.  He  had,  howeyery 
sometimes  found  that  food  could  be  borne  and  do  good,  when  from  the 
state  of  the  tongue.  Ice,  we  would  hardly  have  expected  it  could  have 
been  borne ;  and  consequently  he  thought  that  we  might  in  most  cases 
aantiously  experiment  with  small  quantities  of  food.  A  great  desire  was 
often  expressed  for  oranges,  grapes,  and  similar  refreshing  things,  and  he 
did  not  belieye  that  their  moderate  allowance  would  do  so  much  harm  as 
wonld  result  from  obstinately  refusing  them.  Throughout  the  whole 
eooTse  of  the  disease  sponging  the  body  vrith  tepid  water  was  very  grateful 
to  the  patient,  and  often  yery  beneficial. 

Tenih  Ordknary  Meeting^  19th  Nov.  I860.— A  very  interesting  paper 
was  read  by  Dr.  Roth  ^*  On  the  treatment  of  diseases  by  Ling's  System 
•fMotementa.'' 

The  messbers  of  the  Society  were  invited  on  a  subsequent  evening  to  a 
praetieal  demonstration  of  this  new  system  by  Profisisor  Gtoiigii,  which 
was  wdi  attended,  and  excited  gpreat  interest. 

EkneiUk  Ordmary  MeeHmg^  8rd  December,  I860. — The  discussion  on 
Typhus  was  resumed  by — 

Dr.  Fischer,  who  mentioned  that  he  had  attended  a  case  of  fever  in  a  man 
aged  76,  who  seemed  fast  sinking,  but  having  been  left  by  his  attendant, 
he  got  out  of  bed  and  drank  a  bottle  of  small  beer,  which  seemed  to  have 
the  efiect  of  producing  a  favorable  turn  in  his  disease.  He  bad  recently 
treated  sueoessfully  a  severe  ease  of  typhus  in  a  young  man'  of  21 ;  the 
chief  remedies  given  were  carb,  v.  and  ar$, 

Mr.  Wilson  said,  it  was  a  common  practice  of  Dr.  Elliotson  to  gratify 
the  kmgings  of  patients  in  typhus,  and  he  had  witnessed  many  severe  cases 
i^  which  porter  had  been  allowed  with  very  good  results.  As  instances  of 
te  good  effiecti  of  certain  usually  indigestible  articles  in  certain  cases,  he 
mentioned  the  ease  of  a  lady  affected  with  disease  of  the  heart  and  liver, 
who  was  sufcgeet  to  severe  attacks  which  seemed  to  bring  her  to  the  point 
of  death,  and  during  which  she  craved  for  lobster  salad ;  if  this  was  given 
her  she  rallied  completely  in  two  hours,  but  if  it  was  withheld  she  con- 
tmued  ill  for  24  hours.  Another  case  was  that  of  a  clergyman,  very 
sotiject  to  asthma,  who  was  always  able  to  preach  comfortably  if  he 
previously  swallowed  a  mixture  of  cocoa,  milk  and  pork-&t,  but  neither 
of  these  articles  separately  did  the  least  good. 

Dr.  Chapman  said,  that  a  French  physician  having  observed  once  in  one 
of  our  hospitals  a  case  of  typhus  where  a  red  herring  was  given  with  good 
effiBCt,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  patient,  on  his  return  to  his  own 
country  he  gave  it  out  that  the  English  physicians  treated  typhus  with  red 
herrings,  and  having  found  it  unsuccessful  in  his  own  practice,  he  ascribed 
the  difference  of  result  to  the  difference  of  the  French  and  English  con- 
stitotioiL    He  (Dr.  C.)  when  in  South  America  had  had  the  colonial  fever 
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■ereral  tunes,  during  which  he  always  took  kngini^  fbr  eitfaofdinaiy 
articles  of  food,  such  as  salt  fish,  negro-dishes,  hcc.  and  he  alwaya  gratified 
these  longings  with  a  good  result.  An  old  Scotdi  doctor  in  the  colon  j 
had  a  patient  very  iM  of  yellow  feyer,  on  leayiag  whom  one  day  he  said, 
^'tak  tent;"  the  norse  blinking  he  alluded  to  the  wine  Untj  gave  tlta 
patient  a  hottle  of  it,  and  this  speedily  restored  him  to  healtk 

Mr.  Frith  bad  seen  a  man  in  India  a£fbeted  with  fever  who  was  sup- 
pesed  to  be  dying  by  his  medical  attendants^  rapidly  recover  after  drinkhig 
a  bottle  of  beer. 

Dr.  Bpps  said,  that  it  was  imposnUe  to  info  from  allopathie  experience 
what  was  right  in  the  homoeopatfaie  treatment  of  tyj^os,  for  from  te 
debilitating  medicines  employed  by  allopaths,  tiieir  patients  reqvired 
stimttlantB  and  food  to  supply  the  waste  of  the  pabulum^  He  had  often 
obscnred  in  homoeopathic  treatment  that  the  tongue  might  be  ekmiagi 
the  delirium  subsiding,  the  eye  brightening,  as  long  as  nothing  hot  waiter 
waa  given,  but  that  a  small  qaantky  of  food  would  oftes  ianiedifltdy 
bring  back  all  the  bad  symplosss. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  observed,  that  the  beat  allopathie  physicians  did  not  aew 
uauaUy  give  debSitating  medicines,  indeed  many  gave  no  nedieiiics  at  all, 
and  yet  they  observed  that  in  certain  stages  stinralants  AM  anKh  good* 
He  believed  that  there  might  be  and  generally  was  a  great  waste  of  the 
pabulum  in  that  disease  independent  of  the  use  of  debilitating  medieiiies^  by 
diarrheea  and  other  exhausting  evacuations,  and  diat  such  cases  impera- 
tively demanded  the  use  of  stimulants  and  nutriment. 

Dr.  Chapman  believed  that  no  general  rule  could  be  laid  down  respect- 
ing the  employment  of  stimulants  in  typhus,  for  out  of  1(K>  cases  00  might 
get  well  without  them  and  10  would  require  them.  He  had  treated  many 
eases  of  the  fiuniae  fever  in  Liverpool,  and  had  found  the  use  of  stim^anti 
attended  in  many  cases  with  good  results.  In  the  case  of  a  woomui  he  had! 
attended  along  with  Dr.  Drysdale,  who  had  low  mnttering  deHriuai^ 
sordes  on  the  teeth,  dry  tongue,  saffosed  countenance,  asd  a  large  doB|^ 
ing  bed-sore,  and  was  i^pparently  dying,  it  was  ascertained  that  previoaf 
to  the  fever  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  great  deal  of  opinm ; 
they  gave  her  now  laudanum  and  iMrandy  in  small  qnavtitieB,  together  with 
small  supplies  of  food  and  she  recovered.  Another  case  was  that  of  a  boy 
of  14,  who  seenj^  to  be  sinking  as  long  as  he  got  only  toast-water ;  wise 
and  water  were  given  and  be  was  cured.  Hahnemann,  on  being  applied  to 
by  a  person  accustomed  to  drink  a  bottle  of  wine  a-day,  did  not  compel  him 
to  leave  off  wine  all  at  once  but  recommended  him  to  decresae  the  quantity 
gradually.  A  gentleman,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  drink  deeply,  be* 
came  affected  with  ascites  which  threatened  to  suffocate  him  and  rendered 
it  necessary  to  tap  him  several  times,  as  the  homoeopathic  remedies  seemed 
to  have  no  effect  on  his  disease.  Gin  was  tiien  given  repeatedly,  antl  Che 
abdomen  did  not  re-fill,  and  the  gentleman  recovered. 

Dr.  Henriques  mentioned  the  case  of  a  child  'm  whom  typhoid  flymp- 
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\aamj  eoavolaoiii^  and  «  oonatoie  state  faperyaiied  in  looping  eovgh. 
Snail  qoaatitieft  of  dilated  bnmdy  and  sabseqnently  slierry  were  giTen, 
tbe  duld  reriyed,  waa  aUa  U>  partake  of  and  retain  nonrigbmenty  and  it 
waa  now  well.  He  beUeTed  that  no  general  role  conld  be  laid  down  le- 
speeting  tkeadmiaiBtration  of  stiawlantain  typhoid  diaeaees,  mueh  depended 
on  the  character  of  the  ^ndemic.  Thna,  in  Constantinople  the  ptagne  was 
•Iways  treated  on  the  expectant  system,  and  one  year  every  case  would 
die,  whereaa  in  another  season  almost  all  would  recorer,  though  the  symp- 
toms of  both  epidemics  did  not  di£kr  except  in  intensity. 

Mr.  Wilson  said,  g^reat  difficulty  was  oflen  experienced  in  hcmiQeopathy 
in  bringing  about  reaction  in  some  ddbilitating  diseases,  but  he  beliered 
that  the  aocorately  selected  homoeopathie  remedy  would  in  moat  cases 
effect  it.  He  had  serferal  tiases  seen  casea  of  diarrhoea  sfipping  tfaroogh 
his  &ag(en  in  spite  of  what  ha  conceived  to  be  the  best  selected  remedies ; 
in  saeh  eases,  the  administration  of  a  dose  of  opium  oflen  rendered  the 
patients  susceptible  to  the  remedies  that  were  previously  of  no  avail  The 
name  result  was  often  obtained  by  /»Aof.  new 

Dr.  Bpps  considered  tiiat  in  such  cases  we  did  not  deviate  ftooa  the  ho- 
moBopatbie  law,  aa  apimm  and  pho8.  ae,  were  strictly  homceopathie  to 
tiiem.  Beaetkm  was  a  term  much  abused,  our  object  was  in  every  case  to 
free  tiie  system  from  something  that  impeded  the  healthy  vital  fanctions. 
The  great  difficulty  in  seleeting  remedies  was  to  discover  the  concomitant 
afiiBCtiona  of  particular  states;  thus,  pub*  produced  both  diarrhoea  and 
constipation,  but  for  successful  practice  we  required  to  know  what  were 
tta  peculiar  eonoomitant  symptoms  of  the  diarrhoea,  what  those  of  the 


Dr*  Dudgeon  agreed  with  Dr.  Epps  that  it  was  very  important  to  know 
te  symptoms  of  remedies  in  thor  natural  connexions,  but  it  was  next  to 
impossible  to  leam  these  from  Hahnemann's  provings,  as  he  had  destroyed 
9A  theb  connexions  by  cutting  the  symptoms  up  into  his  Bchema,  and 
ttough  Hahnemann  himself  from  having  proved  the  medicines  on  himself 
and  superintended  the  provings  of  others,  might  and  must  have  had  a  good 
notion  of  the  connexions  of  s3rmptoms,  yet  for  us  there  was  nothing  but  to 
do  as  Hahnemann  had  done  and  as  tiie  Austrian  Society  were  doing,  prove 
the  medicines  over  again,  taking  care  however  to  preserve  the  records  of 
the  provings  in  their  natural  connexions.  He  thought  this  was  a  subject 
wen  worth  the  attention  of  the  Society,  and  he  trusted  that  among  tiiem 
would  be  found  many  who  would  be  willing  to  assist  in  the  great  work  of 
proving  meddieines,  or  rather  of  reproving  some  of  those  that  had  been 
afiready  proved* 

Mr,  HoQand  and  the  PooT'Law  Board, 

Ifr.  Hollaad,  surgeon  to  a  district  in  the  Hoaiteii  Poor-law  Union, 
while  practising  according  to  use  and  wont  some  ten  years  ago,  had  a 
Tint  from  the  late  Dr.  Dunsford,  who  convinced  him  that  homoeopathy 
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was  the  preferable  mode.  After  studying  the  new  system  for  two  years, 
he  began  to  apply  it  to  practice,  and  among  the  other  patients  to  whom  he 
administered  this  kind  of  medicine,  were  the  poor  under  his  peculiar  care ; 
he  did  so  unhindered  for  eight  years,  and  in  that  time  there  were  no  com- 
plaints from  those  who  bad  alone  the  right  to  complain.  That  the  sick 
poor  should  get  tasteless  physic,  and  get  well  too,  did  not  please  a  Quixotic 
baronet  who  liyed  in  the  neighbourhood — and  he,  (to  borrow  a  line  from 
a  covenanter's  epitaph  in  Ayrshire,  which  refers  to  the  persecuting  Dalziel) 
''  Moved  by  the  devil  and  the  laird  of  Lee,''  contrived  to  get  the  local  poor 
board  to  petition  the  autocratic  triumvirate,  who  hold  in  thdr  hands  the 
weal  and  woe  of  the  thousand  parishes  in  unfortunate  England.  The 
triumvirate  spoke  laconically  and  oracularly,  and  their  deliverance  was — 
that  if  Mr.  Holland  bound  himself  to  practice  exclusively  a  system  ignored 
by  the  College  of  Physicians,  they  could  not  sanction  his  continuance  in 
office.  This  led  to  a  correspondence :  Mr.  Holland  wrote  many  letters, 
frill  of  fruits  and  arguments,  to  all  which  the  board  replied  in  its  d^  official 
tone,  that  homceopathy  might  be  true  or  might  not  be  true,  but  that  it  was 
not  recognised  by  the  authorities.  As  a  well  read  gentleman  used  to  say 
when  he  heard  anything  strange  to  him,  ^^  it  may  be  true,  or  it  may  not  be 
true ;  I  dont  know ;  but  I  do  know  it  is  neither  in  Roderic  Random  nor 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine."  So  Mr.  Holland  was  in  a  fix — was  he  to 
deliver  over  all  his  poor  to  the  lancet  and  the  drug  bottle  by  rengning,  or 
to  gralp  the  bitter  but  noxious  pill  of  the  poor-law  Cerberus?  He  chose 
the  latter,  and  said,  that  if  any  pauper  wished  allopathic  treatment,  he 
could  have  it  at  his  hands — and  no  doubt  smiled  at  the  improbability  of  such 
an  event — for  eight  years  in  which  he  had  treated  1710  persons,  no  such 
ease  had  happened,  nor,  he  may  be  pretty  sure,  will  it  for  the  next  eighty, 
by  which  time  the  conservative  baronet  will  probably  be  gathered  to  his 
frithers,  and  Pharaoh,  his  son,  reign  in  his  stead ;  so  let  us  rejoice  that  the 
integrity  of  the  glorious  British  Constitution,  and  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject have  both  been  maintained  at  Honiton,  and  long  may  the  union  jadi 
float  above  the  poor-house ! 
— - —  .  ■  i  I 
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1850.  [To  make  Homoeopathy  clear  to  others,  it  is  essential  that  a  writer 
should  clearly  understand  it  himself,  which  we  are  sorry  to  say  the  author 
of  this  work,  who  seems  to  be  a  non-professional  dilettante,  does  not. — Eds.] 

FosTSCBiFT. — The  length  to  which  one  of  the  pa^rs  in  this  Number  extends, 
prevents  us  inserting  much  valuable  matter,  which  we  accordingly  keep  for 
our  April  Number. 

Wm.  Davy  8c  Son,  Printcn,  8,  Gilbert  Street,  Oxford-street 
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ON    PSORA. 
By  Dr.  J.  Rutherfurd  Russell. 

If  onr  readers  are  interested  in  the  relation  of  pathology  to 
homcBopathy,  we  must  beg  of  them,  before  reading  this  article, 
to  glance  over  one  which  appeared  two  years  ago  in  the 
sixth  Volume  of  this  Journal,  entitled,  "  What  is  Psora  ?  "  and 
afterwards  to  peruse  the  first  few  pages  of  the  article  on  Pneu- 
monia, in  our  last  Number ;  and  it  might  be  well  also  to  look  over 
Br.  Scott's  Essay ;  for  they  will  find  that  the  further  we  advance 
in  our  speculations  upon  the  different  phases  of  relation  between 
homcBopathy  and  pathology,  the  more  do  we  recede  from  the 
fimdamental  proposition  of  that  thoughtftil  and  learned  writer. 
In  the  article  upon  Pneumonia,  we  insisted  upon  the  absolute 
necessity  of  some  pathology  for  every  successful  practitioner 
of  physic,  and  in  this  article  we  propose  to  discuss  certain  spe- 
flific  pathological  doctrines  as  they  bear  upon  homoeopathy. 

Oar  readers  will  probably  find  much  to  startle  them  in  the 
news  we  express,  and  we  should  be  very  sorry  that  they  were 
regarded  as  anything  like  a  deliverance  upon  this  most  important 
tad  extensive  question ;  all  we  hope  is,  that  they  may  stimulate 
thought  in  the  right  direction,  and  do  something  towards  res- 
Going  OS  fiK>m  settling  upon  our  lees,  and  indolently  deluding 
oniBelves  with  the  belief,  that  every  thing  having  been  done  for 
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ns  in  the  way  of  thinking  by  our  great  teacher,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  but  pore  with  passive  attention  over  his  volumes,  and  fol- 
low sheepishly  his  foot-prints  in  order  to  attain  the  fiill  fruits 
of  his  discovery. 

It  is  much  better  to  think  wrong  than  not  to  think  at  all, — 
for  to  use  the  words  of  Sir  J.  Mackintosh,  **  from  the  collision  of 
error  and  the  active  spirit  which  generates  hypothesis  truth  may 
eventually  arise;  but  a  confident  and  indolent  scepticism  must 
be  for  ever  stationary."  Let  us  then  adopt  the  motto  of  an  an- 
cient and  honourable  house,  and  "  think  on,"  confident  that  all 
true  thought  ends  in  good  action.  We  have  said  this  much 
because  Hahnemann  has  been  more  taunted  with  being  a  man 
of  speculation  in  relation  to  his  doctrine  of  psora  than  fit>m  any 
other  point  of  view,  and  we  think  that  great  thought  and  great 
action  are  so  intimately  connected,  that  had  he  not  been  the 
most  laborious  man  of  his  day,  he  never  would  have  propounded 
his  theory  of  psora, — and  had  he  not  been  one  of  the  most 
thoughtiiil  men,  he  never  would  have  been  so  successful  a  phy- 
sician, 

*'  Reaping  rich  hanrest  from  the  mellow  soil 
Of  quiet  thought — ^the  mother  of  great  deeds." — .^Khylm, 

The  doctrine  of  psora  brings  us  at  once  into  the  relation  of 
pathology  to  homoeopathy,  and  we  propose  to  consider  the  bear- 
ing of  the  latter  to  the  three  great  natural  pathological  groups, 
which  appear  to  us  to  include  every  form  of  disease* 

1st.  Diseases  which  have  no  specific  origin ;  may  or  may  not 
run  a  definite  course;  may  or  may  not  terminate  spontaneoiialy; 
do  not  primarily  afifect  the  whole  constitution.  Into  this  group 
fall  all  the  pure  inflammations,  and  most  acute  diseases. 

2nd.  Those  which  have  a  specific  origin,  run  a  definite 
course,  and  come  to  a  certain  termination.  Into  this  group  fidl 
small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  &c. 

drd.  Those  which  may  or  may  not  have  a  specific  origin^ 
which  may  or  may  not  run  a  definite  course,  and  which  do  not 
tend  to  spontaneous  termination;  which  primarily  afPeot  the 
whole  constitution,  and  secondarily  affect  all  the  morbid  actioiii 
to  which  it  is  liable,  as  syphilis,  scrophula,  &c. 

The  first  group  need  not  detain  us  long.    The  position  which 
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was  laid  down  and  so  copiously  illustrated  iu  the  article  on 
pneumonia,  seems  all  that  requires  to  be  said  upon  the  matter ; 
▼iz.  that  the  speed  and  certainty  of  a  cure  of  any  acute  disease 
is  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  extent  of  the  lesion,  and  the  direct 
ratio  of  the  amount  of  expression  of  the  changes.  In  ueuralgia 
for  example,  we  have  the  minimum  of  derangement  of  structure 
and  the  maximum  of  sensation ;  because  the  parts  are  in  the 
most  concentrated  form,  and  are  the  seat  of  sensibility,  and  of 
DO  disease  is  the  cure  so  quick,  perfect  and  permanent  as  of 
some  cases  of  idiopathic  '*  tic  douloureux." 

The  reason  of  our  success  in  such  cases  is  obvious:  in  all  the 
''  algias  "as  the  name  implies,  the  pain  is  the  disease.  Morbid 
anatomy  gives  no  additional  information.  The  whole  disease  is 
expressed  in  its  most  exaggerated  form  by  the  sufferings.  All  we 
have  to  do  is  to  find  out  a  similar  picture  of  pains  in  some  of 
the  observed  effects  of  a  drug,  and  as  certainly  as  a  wave  of 
sound,  when  rolling  along  its  aerial  course,  is  brought  to  rest 
and  silence  by  meeting  with  one  exactly  equal  and  similar  pro- 
ceeding in  an  opposite  direction,  so  certainly  will  the  entire 
flame  of  pain,  though  it  may  have  been  burning  for  years,  be 
extinguished  for  ever  by  the  application  of  the  specific  remedy. 

The  farther  we  recede  from  this  point,  that  is  the  larger  the 
lesion  and  the  smaller  its  expression,  the  more  difficult  and 
tedious,  though  not  necessarily  the  less  certain,  will  be  the 
treatment  of  the  disease. 

Most  of  the  diseases  of  the  second  group  affect  the  system 
only  once  in  the  life  time  of  an  individual.  A  person  is  bom 
with  a  certain  limited  specific  susceptibility  to  certain  forms  of 
morbid  action.  A  single  attack  of  the  specific  disease  bums 
out  all  the  combustible  material:  measles,  for  example,  seldom 
occur  twice.  One  is  tempted  to  look  upon  this  class  of  diseases 
as  being  very  like  parasites  in  their  nature.  Parasites  requiring  a 
peculiar  pabulum,  and  that  each  person  at  his  birth  has  so  much 
aeaslA-fodder  in  bis  body,  when  he  takes  measles,  or  rather  when 
measles  take  him,  they  consume  the  whole  of  this  pabulum,  or 
fodder:  iresh  measles  coming  find  nothing  in  him  to  feed  on. 
But  how  do  they  come  to  him  ?  It  seems  a  true  process  of 
impregnation  and  generation.     The  moment  of  infection  is  the 
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moment  of  conception.  A  measle  ovum  is  deposited  in  the 
lungs ;  it  there  lies  dormant,  dead,  as  the  million  seeds  with 
which  all  nature  teems,  yet  with  the  power  of  life,  "  aptitude 
a  vivre"  of  the  French  physiologists  in  it  If  this  measle- 
ovum  afterwards  meet  with  the  requisite  conditions  it  grows 
into  measles,  if  not,  it  perishes.  This  view  points  to  the  possi- 
bility of  preventing  diseases  which  from  their  nature  may  be 
insusceptible  of  cure.  Is  homoeopathic  treatment  of  small-pox 
to  be  compared  for  a  moment  with  the  benefits  of  vaccination  ? 
Is  there  the  homoeopathist  alive  who  would  not  have  his  child 
vaccinated  ?  But  we  are  met  with  the  retort  that  vaccination 
is  homoeopathic,  and  we  find  vaccine  matter  recommended  as  an 
antidote  to  small-pox.  Now  we  have  positive  proof  that  yacci- 
nation  cannot  even  check  the  development  of  small-pox  in  its 
latent  stage.  The  following  case  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
Professor  Henderson,  who  kindly  communicated  it  to  as.  He 
was  called  to  see  a  child :  found  his  little  patient  with  the  first 
vesicles  of  small-pox  upon  his  face;  the  disease  ran  its  ordinary 
coarse,  and  turned  out  a  very  bad  case  of  confluent  small-pox. 
On  the  arm  of  the  child,  the  day  Dr.  Henderson  saw  it,  f»as 
tlie  scab  of  the  vaccine  pustule  eight  days  after  it  had  been 
vaccinated,  A  fortnight  previous  to  Dr.  Henderson's  visifc, 
that  is,  six  days  before  vaccination,  it  was  exposed  to  small-pox 
infection.*  What  is  the  rationale  of  this?  The  child  had 
been  impregnated  with  small-pox,  and  a  small-pox  ovum  had 
been  deposited ;  it  was  lying  dormant  when  the  child  was  yacoi- 
nated,  and  was  not  destroyed  by  the  vaccinum ;  then  it  germi- 
nated, multiplied,  ran  its  loathesome  course,  and  died.  This 
case  seems  to   us  to  teach  volumes.    Is  it  only  by  similar 

*  A  similar  case  was  communicated  to  me  a  few  days  since.  It  occiined  in 
a  yoimg  lady  who  was  at  a  boarding  school  in  London.  Her  parents,  who 
resided  in  the  country,  haying  small-pox  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  in  their 
house,  wished  that  their  daughter  in  London  should  be  protected  against  tibat 
disease  by  re-yaccination;  they  accordingly  sent  some  vaccine  in  a  letter  to 
her.  With  this  she  was  vaccinated.  The  cow-pox  ran  its  natural  ooont, 
but  immediately  on  its  decline  she  was  affected  with  small-pox,  which,  though 
modified,  was  pretty  seyere.  As  there  was  no  small-pox  in  her  neighbourhood 
at  the  time,  it  is  possible  that  the  letter  which  conyeyed  the  vaccine,  carried 
also  the  virus  that  gave  her  the  small-pox.    (R.  E.  D.) 
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morbid  animal  poisons  that  we  can  anticipate  and  prevent  a 
disease,  or  will  ordinary  medicines  do  it  ?  The  only  experiments 
on  this  important  subject  that  we  are  aware  of  having  been 
made   are  those   of  Dr.   Lichtenstein,*    who  writes  thus  of 
^  Tartar»emetic  pustule.      The  clear  lymph   of  the  pustules 
which  arise  firom  the  external    application   of  Tartarate  of 
Antimony    produce     inoculation    pustules,    which   are   quite 
indistinguishable  from  those  produced  by  vaccination.     They 
seem  to  give  the  same  protection  to  cow-pox  and  small-pox,  to 
excite  fresh  pustules  by  inoculation,  and  in  general  in  other 
respects  to  be  analogous  to  cow-pox.     The  first  experiment  I 
made  with  them  was  in  the  summer  of  1836,  but  as  I  never 
heard  of  any  similar  ones  I  was  diffident  (misstreuish)  about 
them,  as  those  so-called  local  pocks  appeared  to  me  analogous 
only  in  their  form  with  cow-pox.     Up  to  this  time  I  have  made 
thirty-one  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  with  lymph  of  Tar- 
tar-emetic pustules,  and  I  have  found  them  in  all  their  relations 
analogous  with  cow-pox  lymph. "     Dr.  Lichtenstein  promises 
Ibrther  details  in  a  work  he  was  preparing  in  1841,  entitled, 
"Stadien  und  Eritiken  uber  Pocken:**  we  are  not  aware  of  its 
publication.    If  the  statements  here  made  be  verified,  and  come 
to  be  looked  upon  as  established  facts,  we  should  consider  them 
of  momentous  value.     They  show  that  the  diseases  which  are 
most  deadly,  and  most  intractable,  may  be  entirely  prevented  by 
perfectly  harmless  drugs.     As  Belladonna  prevents  or  modifies 
some  forms  of  scarlet-fever,  and  they  seem  to  point  to  a  deeper 
law  of  medicinal  action  than  expressed  in  the  homoeopathic 
formula. 

The  prevention  of  a  disease  is  a  different  thing  from  its  cure. 
And  so  we  sum  up  what  we  have  to  say  on  this  group  with  the 
observation  that  it  seems  we  are  formed  with  a  certain  quantity 
of  peocable  matter  in  our  bodies;  that  to  remove  this  we  must 
pass  through  certain  processes,  which  may  be  compared  to 
annealing  us ;  that  naturally  this  peccable  matter  is  consumed 
by  a  fierce  process  of  eruptive  fever,  which  endangers  life  in 
some  cases,  and  deforms  beauty  in  others;  that  the  e£fort  of 

*  Of  Brunswick.     92nd  Vol.  of  Hufeland's  JooniAl,  p.  76  et  seq. 
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the  healing  art  should  be  directed  to  remove  this  material  withr 
out  incurring  danger  of  death  or  disfigurement, — ^that  this  is  to 
be  done  by  discovering  agencies  which  bear  the  same  relation 
to  those  diseases,  such  as  measles,  &c.,  as  cow-pox  does  to 
small-pox,  or  Belladonna  to  scarlet-fever ;  but  that  until  we  can 
discover  such  remedial  preservatives  we  can  expect  little  success 
in  our  treatment  proper  of  this  class  of  diseases ;  and  that  our 
attention  should  be  directed  to  the  intercurrent  affections  which 
are  apt  to  arise  in  the  course  of  the  exanthemata,  and  to  the 
most  judicious  hygienic  treatment  of  the  morbid  process 
itself. 

The  second  pathological  group  includes  the  diseases  which 
correspond  with  those  of  psoric  origin,  according  to  Hahnemann. 

If  we  consider  the  varieties  of  the  human  family  that  now 
exist — varieties  so  di£fering  from  one  another  that  many  phy- 
siologists can  scarcely  be  brought  to  admit  that  they  all  had  a 
common  origin  ;  and  when  we  reflect  that  the  differences  they 
present  are  probably  all  due  to  the  physical  agents  which  have 
acted  on  them,  and  that  the  same  physical  agents  are  now  in 
operation,  but  do  not  seem  adequate  to  produce  so  great  results, 
we  are  apt  to  imagine  that  there  was  a  period  in  the  history  of 
our  race  when  the  type,  so  to  speak,  was  more  malleable,  and  at 
this  time  new  varieties  were  given  oflf  which  became  stereotyped 
by  the  continuance  of  the  physical  and  moral  influences  fix>m 
which  they  had  originated.  Take  for  example  the  negro  race : 
this  is  a  degraded  type.  It  is  found  that  in  three  generations 
English  paupers  begin  to  assume  all  its  peculiarities  except 
colour.^  Can  this  type  ever  reassume  its  original  Adamic 
purity  by  means  of  cultivation  ?  we  believe  not.  A  negro 
is  physically  as  perfect  as  a  white  man,  we  cannot  improve 
him  by  education  into  a  higher  typical  development  The 
type  must  be  broken  up ;  that  is,  he  must  intermarry  with  a 
higher  race,  and  the  common  ofispring  seem  to  possess  many 
of  the  excellences  of  both.  So  that  a  moderate  infusion  of  black 
blood  may  increase  both  the  physical  and  intellectual  greatness 
of  the  best  race.     The  power  of  physical  agents  in  producing 

*  Sec  an  article  in  a  recent  Volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Review^  ascribed  to  a 
learned  writer  on  physiology. 
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diBease,  is  also  even  yet  enormous.    For  instance,  goitre  and 
cretenism  are  known  only  in  special  localities,  and  are  cared  by 
taking  their  viotims  at  a  sufficiently  early  age  to  an  altitude 
greater  than  4000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.^  But  negroes 
oould  never  be  blanched  by  any  number  of  polar  expeditions ; 
these  two  facts  suggest  this  inference,  that  certain  changes  in  our 
system,  induced  by  external  agents,  affect  the  individual  only, 
and  others  affect  also  his  descendants.    Now  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble that  a  combination  of  physical  influences  may  have  induced 
ia  the  animal  frame  the  generation  of  specific  poisons,  which 
once  entering  into  combination  with  the  system  may  be  con- 
sidered as  permanently  degrading  its  type,  as  much  as  other 
direct  influences  did  that  of  the  negro.    In  fact  such  must  have 
been  the  origin  of  all  specific  poisons,  and  we  see  an  example  of 
it  in  hydrophobia.t    Let  us  further  observe  that  these  specific 
poisons  are  transmutable.     Syphilis  begets  scrophula,  and  were 
it  not  that,  mercifully  to  the  race,  scrophula  tends  to  death  in 
many  directions,  the  effects  of  this  primary  source  of  evil  would 
he  overwhelming.     Thus  immorality  is  the  great  parent  of 
disease.    It  is  the  old  generation  :    "  Lust  when  she  hath  con- 
ceived   bringeth  forth   sin,   and   sin    bringeth  forth    death." 

*  Bee  a  notice  of  Dr.  GnggenbUhl's  hospital  for  infant  cretins. 

f  As  this  was  passing  through  the  presSf  the  foUowing  observation  fell 
Ymder  our  notice  which  bears  oat  what  we  have  stated :  "  A  healthy  child, 
the  dmoghter  of  a  friend  of  minci  scratched  her  nose  with  a  blunt  nail.    The 
wound  inflamed  and  subsequently  festered,  and  in  several  days  after  the  face, 
forehead,  and  at  a  later  period  the  trunk  became  more  or  less  covered  with  an 
eruption  somewhat  resembling  ecthyma.    The  child  got  well  in  a  fortnight 
under  the  local  application  of  soothing  remedies  and  tlio  internal  use  of  lime- 
water  with  milk,  which  was  given  to  obviate  a  looseness  of  the  bowels  that 
followed  the  appearance  of  the  eruption.    It  is  curious  that  the  matter  from 
the  pustules  infected  three  of  her  little  nursery  playfellows.    As  soon  as  this 
foct  was  noticed,  the  children  were  separated  from  each  other,  and  the  nascent 
pustules  were  checked  in  their  progress  by  applying  a  weak  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver.    They  all  recovered.    The  cose  is  interesting  as  affording  on  addi- 
tional proof  not  only  that  an  injury  may  cause  the  human  body  to  manufacture 
a  poison  capable  of  infecting  the  constitution  of  the  individual,  but  that  the 
natter  lo  formed  may  be  capable  of  infecting  by  contact  other  persons." — 
(Dr.  Graves,  Dublin  Journal,  Feb.  1851,  p.  15.) 
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Sypliilis  begets  scrophala,  and  what  a  progeny  has  scrophnla : 
insanity  of  mind  and  every  conceivable  deformity  of  body.* 

Is  there  not  something  grand  in  generalizing  all  these  various 
poisons,  and  embodying  the  idea  in  a  single  word — ^psora  ?  We 
hear  it  continually  said,  there  is  nothing  new  in  all  this ;  that 
so  far  as  it  is  true  all  physicians  have  recognised  constitutional 
taints,  &c.  The  novelty  lies  here :  the  others  all  saw  the  effects, 
Hahnemann  alone  saw  the  cause.  It  is  not  mere  vague  tainted 
constitutions.  According  to  him  there  is  a  specific  poison  at 
work,  incorporated  with  the  system,  preventing  its  proper  growth 
and  degrading  it,  and  here  is  the  all  essential  difierence  between 
Hahnemann  and  others — this  specific  poison  demands  a  specific 
antidote.  If  there  be  a  psora  there  must  be  an  anti-psora; 
change  of  air  will  no  more  cure  syphilis  than  it  will  Europeanize 
a  negro — we  must  give  an  anti-syphilitic  medicine. 

*  The  tmnsmiggion  of  goilt  and  its  varioiis  piiniahments  through  sncoes- 
sive  generations,  is  an  idea  which  nins  much  more  prominently  thrcmgfa  the 
writings  of  the  ancients,  especially  the  Hebrew  and  Greek,  than  through 
those  of  the  modems.  We  may  select  one  passage  oat  of  many  which  occurs 
in  the  Agamemnon  of  .^schylos,  and  we  take  the  advantage  of  the  elegant 
translation  of  Professor  Blackie. 

*T  was  said  of  old  and  H  is  said  to-day, 
That  wealth  to  prosperous  stature  gprown, 

Begets  a  birth  of  its  own ; 
That  a  surfeit  of  evil  by  good  is  prepared, 
And  sons  must  bear  what  allotment  of  woe 

Their  Sires  are  spared. 

But  this  I  rebel  to  beUeve ;  I  know 

That  impious  deeds  conspire 

To  beget  an  offspring  of  impious  deeds, 

Too  like  their  ugly  Sire. 
But  whoso  is  just,  though  his  wealth  like  a  river 
Flow  down,  shall  be  scathless ;  his  house  shall  rejoice 

In  an  offispring  of  beauty  for  ever. 

The  heart  of  the  haughty  delights  to  beget 
A  haughty  heart    From  time  to  time 
In  children's  children  recurrent  appears 
The  ancestral  crime. 

And  we  may  add  the  punishment,  "  Our  fatheiis  have  eaten  sour  gmpcs,  and 
the  children's  teeth  arc  set  on  edge." 
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We  have  spoken  recently  of  the  latency  of  disease,  a  carious 
fact,  bnt  having  many  analogies  in  nature ;  but  a  still  more  per- 
plexing &ot  is  how  poisons  lie  buried  in  the  constitution,  not 
latent  and  not  manifest,  but  as  it  were  holding  a  sort  of  middle 
position,  affecting  the  health  generally  but  not  demonstrating 
their  presence  by  any  of  their  peculiar  or  specific  manifestations. 
For  example,  the  following  curious  case  has  been  kindly  com- 
municated to  us  by  Dr.  Gully,  ''  with  regard  to  the  case  about 
which  you  enquire,  the  facts  are  as  follow : 

**  Mr.  L.,  37  years  old,  came  under  my  care  in  January,  1849, 
with  numerous  symptoms  of  visceral  disorder  and  dilapidation,  bad 
sleep,  little  appetite,  foetid  mouth,  foetid  odour  from  the  skin  and  of 
the  urine,  contracted  abdomen,  pains  of  limbs,  intense  boring  pains 
of  the  scalp,  ashy  complexion,  great  emaciation,  restlessness  of  mind 
and  limb,  but  very  litUe  strength.  He  had  been  suffering  from  more 
or  less  of  these  signs  for  nearly  ten  years,  and  as  he  expressed  it, 
'  had  steadily  gone  down  hill  do  what  he  would.'  It  appeared  that 
just  ten  years  before  he  had  contracted  sjrphilis  slightly,  so  the 
surgeon  told  him.  To  get  rid  of  this  mercury  was  employed,  and 
although  a  very  small  ehancre  which  he  had  soon  healed,  this  enligh- 
tened  surgeon  would  not  be  contented  until  he  had  made  his  patient's 
gums  sore.  Accordingly  he  dosed  him  with  blue  pill  and  calomel, 
finally  with  corrosive  sublimate  of  mercury ;  at  the  same  time  rub- 
bing mercurial  ointment  into  every  pore  of  his  skin  and  even  intro- 
ducing mercurial  vapour  into  the  same  pores.  All  this  failed  to  affect 
the  gums;  partly  I  belieye  because  diuing  all  this  process  the 
patient  was  directed  to  eat  heartily  and  drink  beer  and  wine  €ui  lUntum. 
The  patient  finding  the  sore  nearly  healed  at  length  made  up  his  mind 
to  take  himself  out  of  this  treatment,  dismissed  his  attendant,  and  went 
to  his  occupations  with  that  within  him  which  sapped  his  health  for 
ten  long  years.  It  was  not  difficult  for  me  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  wreck  which  I  beheld  was  traceable  to  the  frightful  abuse  of 
mercury  above  mentioned,  though  an  allopath  could  not  comprehend 
how  that  should  b^,  nor  did  the  patient  at  all  suspect  it. 

**  I  need  not  detail  the  water  treatment  which  Mr.  L.  underwent. 
The  effect  of  it  was  first,  to  improve  sleep,  and  next  the  appetite, 
which  became  great.  Under  the  influence  of  the  increased  organic 
strength  obtained  from  these  two  sources,  a  third  and  very  curious 
effect  was  produced.     In  the  fifth  week  of  treatment  he  complained 
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of  *  blind  boils '  on  the  shoulders  and  back  ;  on  inspection  1  found 
these  to  be  yeiy  ill-looking  mercurial  rupia,  black  and  homy.  They 
multiplied  and  even  appeared  on  the  chin  and  forehead,  one  in  the 
latter  locality  standing  out  two  thirds  of  an  inch.  They  produced 
great  constitutional  irritation,  but  his  appetite  never  failed.  In  the 
seventh  week  of  treatment,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  gratify  this 
last  with  slops  and  broths ;  for  suddenly  his  gums  inflamed,  swelled, 
and  immense  discharge  of  viscid  saliva  constantly  flowed  from  his 
mouth,  having  the  strong  unmistakeable  mercurial  odour.  This 
state  of  gums  came  to  such  a  point  that  all  the  teeth  were  loosened, 
and  two  of  them  cast  out  altogether.  Simultaneously  with  this, 
night  sweating^  came  on  (he  never  having  been  able  during  ten 
years  to  produce  perspiration  by  exercise  or  hot  baths)  were  most 
profuse,  and  blackened  silver.  At  this  point,  in  short,  he  exhibited 
all  the  signs  of  excessive  mercurial  action,  and  considered  himself 
worse  than  he  had  ever  been.  I  doubt  not  that  at  that  moment  he 
thought  more  highly  of  him  who  had  cranuned  him  with  mercury 
than  of  me  who  was  delivering  him  from  it. 

*'  The  salivation  continued  for  a  fortnight  excessively,  and  for 
another  week  mildly.  The  rupia  tubercles  fell  off  one  after  another, 
and  the  patient  quitted  Malvern  in  the  14th  week  of  his  treatment, 
weak  as  regarded  hiis  limbs,  but  a  very  much  stronger  man  as 
regarded  his  viscera,  in  which  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  mer- 
curial poison  had  been  lurking  for  years,  deteriorating  the  nutrition 
and  the  sensation  of  the  entire  organism. 

**  I  have  had  two  other  cognate  cases,  but  not  so  strongly  marked 
as  the  above.  To  one  the  poison  had  been  administered  by  an 
apothecary  20  months  previous  to  its  exhibition  in  the  shape  of 
salivation,  and  in  the  other  the  patient  had  dosed  himself  with  it  two 
years  before." 

It  is  not  our  business  to  enquire  where  the  Mercury  lodged 
all  the  time.  It  is  enough  for  our  purpose  to  notice  that  it  was 
in  the  system  as  a  corrupting  force  requiring  an  antidote. 

Could  such  a  man  have  been  cured  by  globules  before  the 
Mercury  was  removed  or  antagonised  ?  we  think  not  What 
the  Mercury  was  to  him  psora  is  to  others,  a  poison  of  every 
variety  of  kind,  but  requiring  in  every  form  its  own  specific 
antagonist. 

Thus  in  treating  any  disease  in  a  psoric  individual,  w«  must 
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give  the  remedy  homoBopathio  to  that  fonn  of  disease,  plus 
aa  antidote  to  the  psora  in  the  constitution.  Hence  the  neces- 
sity of  a  long  list  of  anti-psorics,  and  it  is  only  by  such  antidotes 
giTen  simultaneously  with  the  specific  proper  to  the  super- 
imposed affection  that  the  latter  can  be  cured ;  and  it  is  most 
interesting  to  find  that  the  conclusions  of  Hahnemann,  who 
spent  all  his  life  in  treating  the  living  and  scarcely  ever  assisted 
at  a  dissection,  are  confirmed  by  Professor  Bokitansky,  the 
greatest  of  living  pathologists,  who  has  spent  his  life  in  dissect- 
ing the  dead  and  scarcely  ever  treated  a  patient.  In  speaking 
of  the  cure  of  phthisis,  he  says :  "  For  pulmonary  consumption — 
the  tuberculous  pulmonary  ulcer — can  only  heal  after  the  general 
disease,  and  along  with  it  the  local  process  which  gives  rise  to 
the  ulcer  kas  been  eradicated.  Under  these  conditions  the 
pulmonary  ulcer  does  really  heal  in  several  ways,  as  established 
incontrovertible  facts."  * 

We  ought  not  therefore  to  regard  phthisis,  scrofula,  cancer, 

•ad  the  whole  of  this  third  pathological  group  of  diseases 

arresting  one  another  as  beyond  the  resources  of  our  art,  but 

ahoold  strenuously  endeavour  to  apply  the  anti-psorio  remedies 

to  the  best  of  our  ability,  knowing  that  the  improvement  which  we 

have  to  expect  from  their  skilful  application  may  show  itself 

only  at  a  very  remote  date,  but  that  its  importance,  both  to  the 

individual  and  race,  is  commensurate  with  the  difficulty  of  its 

attainment,  and  tediousness  of  its  application.     Hahnemann  is 

8aid  to  have  refused  some  cases  unless  the  patient  promised 

to  give  themselves  up  faithfully  for  five  or  six  years  to  his 

entire  management. 

But  is  the  anti-psoric  treatment  homcBopathic  ?  that  is,  do 
the  various  anti-psoric  remedies  act  by  directly  antagonising 
the  morbid  state  of  the  system,  or  do  they  act  by  inducing  such 
a  state  of  the  constitution  as  prevents  the  continuance  of  the 
unhealthy  actions  ?  This  is  a  question  we  shall  not  venture 
to  answer  positively,  all  we  shall  do  is  to  sliow  tbat  certain 
morbid  conditions  are  incompatible  with  certain  others;  that 
as  one  kind  set  in  the  others  are  gradually  forced  back,  as  our 
American  friends  improve  the  Indians  off  the  face  of  the  earth, 

•  Fletcher-8  Elements  of  General  Pathology,  note  to  page  227. 
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and  this  not  by  a  direct  antagonism,  bat  by  the  frame  being 
rendered  unfit  for  their  residence.  The  fact  that  certain  diseases 
excluded  certain  others  had  been  vaguely  surmised  or  dogmati- 
cally asserted  by  various  writers,  but  until  Professor  Rokitansky, 
of  Vienna,  published  a  paper  on  the  subject,  in  the  Austrian 
Journal,  it  never  attained  anything  like  scientific  precision  or 
certainty ;  we  shall  here  quote  the  substance  of  that  paper  as  it 
is  given  in  Fletcher  s  Pathology. 

''From  the  earliest  times  a  vague  idea  has  prevailed  that  two  dis- 
eases could  not  co-exist  in  the  system.  This  opinion  was  thus  far 
modified  by  John  Hunter,  who  says,  that  '  uo  two  actions  from  two 
difierent  morbid  poisons  can  go  on  together  at  the  same  time,  in  the 
same  part  of  the  same  constitution.'  Later  observations,  while  they 
have  shown  this  statement  as  expressing  a  general  law,  to  be  erro- 
neous, have  at  the  same  time  indicated  that  certain  diseases  exert 
upon  others  an  opposing  influence  in  the  way  of  the  one  arresting 
the  course,  or  modifying  the  nature  of  the  other.  For  example, 
measles  and  small-pox  have  been  observed  to  suspend,  or  otherwise 
modify  the  course  of  each  other,  by  Pinel,  Willan,  Bateman,  De 
Haen,  Vogel,  Horn,  and  McBride.  Hooping-cough  sometimes 
suspends  an  attack  of  the  small-pox,  measles  and  scarlet-fever. 
Hooping-cough  is  fi*equently  cured  by  vaccination.  It  is  sometimes 
also  cured  by  small-pox  and  measles.  Vaccinia  may  suspend,  ot  in 
its  turn  be  suspended  by  scarlatina.  The  plague  was  arrested  by 
the  prevalence  of  small-pox,  but  broke  out  again  on  its  disappear, 
ance,  according  to  Banon  Larrey.  It  has  been  also  observed  that 
some  diseases  appeared  to  give  Immunity  to  others,  as  for  example, 
according  to  the  last  named  author,  those  affected  with  the  scurvy, 
and  those  affected  with  syphilis,  were  never  attacked  by  the 
plague  when  it  prevailed  where  they  were.  But  these  and  other 
isolated  facts  are  not  of  sufficiently  definite  character  to  have  at- 
tracted much  attentioo,  and  it  remained  for  Professor  Rokitansky, 
whose  unequalled  opportunities  of  observation  and  acknowledged 
accuracy,  create  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  his  investigations,  to 
put  this  matter  wholly  in  a  new  light,  by  establishing  from  an 
amount  of  cases  that  renders  fallacy  in  the  result  almost  impossible, 
that  certain  diseases  never  co-exist,  as  the  presence  of  the  one  ar- 
rests the  progress,  or  prevents  the  occurrence  of  the  other.     We 
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sabjom  a  sketch  of  the  obtervatioiifl  upon  which  his  conclusions 
are  based. 

Typhus  and  Pus&fesal  Fxt£b« 

The  ^hus  abdominalis  t.  e.,  with  formation  of  the  characteristic 

typhous  matter,  and  which  by  Rokitansky  is  always  imderstood  under 

the  name  of  typhus,  is  excluded  by  the  various  forms  of  puerperal 

fever.     In  200  dissections  of  puerperal  fever  he  did  not  find  cme 

complication  of  the  typhous  process.     This  immunity  from  typhus 

is  given  by  the  pregnant  state,  child-bed,  and  even  though  in  a  less 

degree  by  suckling.     In  a  very  large  number  of  cases,  only  three  of 

ileo-^hus  occurred  in  the  puerperal  state.     In  suckling  women  the 

immunity  is  less,  and  diminishes  still  more  at  the  end  of  the  usual 

involution  period  of  the  uterus,  t.  e.,  about  the  sixth  or  seventh  week 

after  delivery. 

Typhus  aitd  Choleba. 

Before  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  cholera  epidemics  in  Vienna, 
especially  that  of  1831,  ^hus  fever  prevailed  to  a  most  unusual 
extent ;  but  it  was  observed  that  as  the  cholera  approached,  the  for- 
mation of  the  ^hous  matter  was  gradually  diminished,  while  the 
fever  ran  a  very  tedious  course  attended  with  copious  sweats,  and 
protracted  comatose  symptoms ;  and  the  formation  of  the  typhous  mat- 
ter  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal  was  gradually 
diminished.  There  was  only  a  trifling  amount  of  t3rphous  deposit 
in  the  mucous  and  sub-mucous  cellular  tissue,  along  with  numerous 
small  extravasations.  This  deposit  remained  either  in  its  crude 
itate,  or  instead  of  being  rapidly  softened  and  thrown  off,  was  par- 
tially re-absorbed,  or  the  whole  process  was  confined  to  a  congested 
•tate  of  the  vessels  of  the  mucous  membrane,  a  venous  stagnation  in 
the  mesenteric  glands  and  other  parts,  and  a  copious  secretion  of  a 
ydlow  gelatinous  fiuid  firom  the  inner  surface  of  the  mucous  mem- 
Inrane,  indicating  that  the  disease  was  cut  short  in  its  congestive 
stage.  When  such  was  the  character  of  the  ffenus  epidemicua  the 
cholera  made  its  appearance,  and  the  typhus  abdominalis  ceased 
ahogether,  or  appeared  only  in  rare  and  isolated  cases  of  the  above- 
mentioned  character. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  affinity  of  the  two  diseases,  the 
tme  cholera  never  associated  itself  with  the  ^hus,  and  stiU  less 
was  there  a  process  developed  out  of  the  two  which  could  be  called 
^rphoid.  The  so-called  cholera  typhus  as  is  well  known,  had  no 
essential  resemblance  to  the  proper  typhus. 
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Ttphus,  Dtsevtebt  akd  Cholesa. 

Although  during  the  prevalence  of  typhus  occasional  cases  of 
dysentery  have  occurred,  and  vice  versa ^  yet  Rokitansky  has  never 
seen,  in  an  individual  affected  with  typhus,  the  slightest  trace  of  the 
dysenteric  process;  and  as  the  changes  in  the  intestinal  muQous 
membrane  in  dysentery  never  bear  the  least  resemblance  to  those  in 
the  same  part  in  typhus,  he  concludes  that  these  two  diseases  have  the 
power  of  mutual  exclusion.  On  the  other  hand,  he  has  met  with  many 
examples  of  dysentery  in  cases  of  cholera ;  and  also  has  occasionally 
found,  in  patients  who  have  died  in  the  stage  of  re-action  of  cholera, 
dysenteric  softening  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  abrasion  of  the 
epithelium  in  the  end  of  the  small  and  in  the  large  intestines. 

TxTBEKCiTLOSis,  (».  e.,  tubcrcular  disease,)  and  Choleba. 

In  the  cholera  epidemics  in  Vienna,  it  was  remarked  that  in  the  very 
numerous  dissections  which  were  made,  no  case  of  cholera  was  found 
combined  with  tuberculosis ;  those  isolated  cases  being  fairly  excepted 
where  the  disease  being  already  in  the  colliquative  stage,  the  discharge 
took  on  the  character  of  cholera,  and  accelerated  the  death  of  the  patient 
by  exhaustion ;  and  even  in  those  cases  where  the  symptoms  indicated 
tubercles,  the  dissection  showed  only  appearances  produced  by 
chronic  bronchitis,  and  at  most  calcareous  or  tendinous  deposition^  at 
the  apex  of  the  lung,  the  result  of  extinguished  tuberculous  action. 
Although  thus  tuberculosis  seemed  incompatible  with  cholera,  yet 
observations  afforded  no  ground  for  believing  that  diseases  of  the 
lungs  in  general  afforded  any  immunity  from  the  disease ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  pre-existence  of  various  forms  of  disease  of  the  larynx 
and  bronchia  was  demonstrated  on  dissection  in  numerous  cases  of 
death  by  cholera. 

TUBEKCULOSIS  AND   TyPHTTS. 

The  co-existence  of  tubercle  and  typhus  is  extremely  rare,  and  in 
cases  where  it  does  occur  the  tuberculous  action  is  usually  found 
completely  extinguished. 

Moreover,  1st.  When  tubercles  are  met  with,  it  is  in  their  retxo- 
grade  stage. 

2nd.  In  those  extremely  rare  cases  in  which  ^hus  occotb  akmg 
with  miliary  tubercle  in  the  lungs,  the  typhus  process  seems  to  be 
repressed  in  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane,  and  directed  towards 
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the  lungs,  and  under  its  influence  die  taberdes  there  a^e  rapidly 
hurried  into  softening. 

When  typhus  occurs  in  a  case  of  slightly  developed  tubercles,  yery 
hi  from  giving  it  a  favourable  turn,  it  rather  hastens  the  fatal  issue. 

drd.  In  the  intestines,  likewise,  when  the  typhus  meets  the  tuber- 
culous process,  the  former  hurries  the  tubercle  on  to  rapid  softening ; 
and  in  this  case  the  form  of  the  ulcer  is  determined  by  the  typhus ; 
but  it  may  also  happen  that  both  characteristic  forms  of  ulcer  occur 
together. 

4th.  On  the  occurrence  of  typhus,  the  pre-existing  bronchial 
catarrh  which  attends  tuberculous  vomicse  takes  on  the  typhus  cha- 
racter, spreads  over  all  the  ramifications  of  the  bronchia,  and  brings 
on  rapid  soft;ening  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

Tuberculosis  and  Dtsenteht. 

A  similar  relation  between  dysentery  and  tubercle  is  also  observed ; 
finr  true  dysentery  very  rarely  occurs  along  with  tubercles  of  the  lungs, 
and  never  along  with  tubercles  of  the  abdomen.  This  is  the  more 
remarkable  when  we  consider  the  tendency  of  dysentery  to  combine 
with  scirrhus  and  especially  open  cancer. 

Tuberculosis  and  Cabcinoka. 

In  a  series  of  340  cases  of  cancer  in  its  various  forma,  Rokitansky 
found  that  it  by  hx  the  most  frequently  occurred  in  subjects  which 
presented  not  the  slightest  trace  of  ever  having  at  any  time  been 
affected  with  tuberculosis.  It  often  occurred  however  in  cases  where 
long  previously  extinguished  tuberculous  action  was  found.  But  the 
cases  in  which  the  two  morbid  products  existed  simultaneously  in  the 
same  individual,  much  more  in  the  same  organ,  were  extremely  rare; 
and  when  this  did  happen,  the  cancerous  process  (commonly  subse- 
quently developed,)  occurred  either  when  the  tuberculosis  was  in  a 
state  of  spontaneous  retrogression,  or  checked  the  progress  of  the 
tubercle,  so  that  it  remained  stationary  in  the  stage  of  development 
in  which  it  vnw;  and  the  more  the  cancer  spread  the  more  the 
tdberde  passed  into  the  stage  of  retrograde  metamorphosis.  Hence 
Rokitansky  concludes,  that  the  states  of  nutrition  which  produce 
carcinoma  and  tubercle  are  mutually  incompatible,  and  the  progress  of 
either  process  is  arrested  by  the  other,  and  therefore  they  must  be 
ewentially  opposed  in  their  nature.  On  the  other  hand,  both  these 
processes  may  {)erfectly  well  occur  successively  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual,  or  even  in  the  same  organ,  provided  the  one  be  wholly  terminated 
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before  the  occurrence  of  the  other.  Further,  cancer  readily  admits 
the  co-existence  of  an  acute  morbid  process,  which  occurs  only  very 
rarely  in  any  form,  and  never  fully  developed  along  with  tuberculosis, 
viz.  dysentery,  a  complication  so  common  both  with  primary  and 
secondary  cancerous  ulcers. 

TUBEBCULOSIS  AND  ALL  KINDS  OF  SeBOTTS  CySTS. 

These  processes  are  never  met  with  simultaneously  in  the  same  organ, 
or  even  in  the  same  individual:  but  when  one  process  has  entirely 
ceased,  the  other  may  develope  itself,  and  the  formation  of  cysts  very 
much  more  frequently  follows  the  extinction  of  tubercles  than  vice 
versa.  This  is  opposed  to  the  views  of  Baron,  Kiihn  and  Carmichael, 
who  describe  tubercle  as  arising  from  a  transmuted  hydatid  vesicle. 

Sebastian  corroborates  Rokitansky's  views  of  the  subject,  by 
observing  that  hydatids  are  never  found  in  the  human  species,  in  the 
same  organ  as  tubercle.  Cruveilhier,  however,  mentions  having  met 
with  hydatids  and  tubercle  in  different  parts  of  the  same  lung.* 

Tttbebculosis  and  Anextbisit. 

In  108  of  Aneurism,  Rokitansky  has  only  seen  five  cases  of  tuber* 
culosis,  and  in  these  the  tubercles  were  confined  to  a  very  smaU 
portion  of  the  lungs,  and  in  their  stage  of  retrogression :  from  this 
we  learn  that  the  two  processes  are  incompatible  with  one  another.f 

Although  these  observations  were  made  chiefly  in  cases  of  aneu- 
rism of  the  ascending  aorta,  yet  in  the  number  there  were  also  aneu- 
rism of  the  brachial,  crural,  thyroid,  hepatic,  gastric,  epiploic,  and 
splenic  arteries.  This  observation  directs  our  attention  also  to  the 
close  connection  of  the  cancerous  and  aneurismatic  diathesis.  Boki- 
tansky,  as  well  as  others,  has  remarked  that  the  development  vi 
tubercle  is  arrested,  although  the  disease  is  not  subdued  by  the 
pregnant  state,  as  likewise  by  all  large  tumours  in  the  abdomen. 

TuBEBCULOSIS  AND   HyPEBTBOPHT   OP   THE  HeABT. 

In  a  series  of  143  cases  of  all  the  different  kinds  of  hypertrophy  of 
the  heart,  Rokitansky  did  not  once  meet  with  tubercle  in  an  active 
state,  and  only  fifteen  presented  traces  of  long  completely  extinguished 

*  See  article  Acephalocystes,  in  Diet  de  Med.  et  de  Chinirg. 

t  The  average  number  of  deaths  in  Vienna  from  tabercular  oonsamptum  is 
one  ihird  of  the  whole  population,  although  many  more  probably  are  aflbcte^ 
with  taberole.  At  this  average  88  oat  of  the  lOS  oases  of  aneurism  whoM 
have  shewn  traces  of  tubercolous  depositions. 
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tdmrealods  of  the  hmgs.  From  this  he  concludes  that  the  two  morbid 
procesacs  are  incompatible  with  each  other,  so  that  tubercl^  cannot  be 
developed  when  hypertrophj  of  the  heart  is  present,  although  a  slight 
degree  of  hypertrophj,  especially  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  may 
occur  in  the  latter  stages  of  tuberculosis,  fix>m  the  obstruction  which 
the  blood  meets  with  in  its  passage  through  the  lungs. 

TUBSBCULOSIS  AlTD   CUBYATDBB  OF  TH£  SpINS. 

Tuberculoflifi,  especially  of  the  lungs,  seems  never  to  occur  along 
with  cunrature  of  the  spine.     Among  fifty  cases,  only  three  could  be 
considered  as  exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  in  these  the  curvature  was  very 
trifling,  and  the  existence  of  the  tuberculosis  questionable.     This 
18  the  more  remarkable  since  all  the  causes  which  originate  the  funda- 
mental  conditbns  of  these  defcmnities,  are  exactly  those  causes  which 
are  £i.Toarable  to  the  devebpment  of  tubercle,  such  as  confined  posture, 
&c.»  besides  many  of  the  deformities  in  question  are  secondary  and  re- 
note  consequences  of  a  process  which  far  firom  being  able  to  exclude, 
KadMf  fiiTOurs  the  development  of  the  tubercle;  but  as  this  secondary 
jirooess  (yis.  curvature)  becomes  pronounced,  the  tuberculous  one  is 
Q^radoaDy  repressed,  and  finaUy  extinguished.      This  remark  is  cor- 
roborated by  the  frequent  observation  of  completely  extinguished 
^oberdes  in  the  lungs  in  persons  with  curved  spine,  and  still  more 
\3j  the  remarkable  fact,  that  in  the  kyphosis  caused  by  the  scrophu- 
loos  carioos  destruction  of  the  Tertehns,  the  diathesis  favourable  to 
tiie  generation  of  tubercles  becomes  entirely  and  permanently  anni. 
liilated.     From  the  analogy  of  the  effects  of  cyanosis,  hypertrophy  of 
the  heart,  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  pregnancy,  in  giving  rise  to 
a  predominating  venosity  of  the  blood,  while  they  differ  from  each 
tiCher  in  almost  every  other  respect,  Rokitansky  is  inclined  to  ascribe 
to  this  venosity  the  incompatibility  with  tuberculosis  displayed  by  the 
above-mentioned  conditions. 

TlTBSBCULOSIS  AND  DiLATED  BrOKCHIA. 

When  the  dilatation  of  the  bronchia  has  reached  a  considerable 
extent,  it  Mngs  on,  in  consequence  of  the  wasting  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  respiratory  organ,  active  dilatation  of  the  right  side  of 
the  heart,  stagnation  and  dilatation  of  the  whole  venous  system  and 
eyanoos;  and  in  consequence  gives  quite  a  remarkable  inmiunity, 
not  only  fimm  tnberdes  of  the  lungs,  but  from  tuberculosis  in  general. 
Similar  changes  are  the  effects  of  emphysema  of  the  lungs,  and 
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this  is  the  cause  of  the  exemption  from  tuberdes  uBually  dispUyed 
by  asthmatics. 

TUBEHCULOSIS  AND  DISEASES   OF  THE  StOKACH. 

Lastly,  Rokitansky  obseires,  that  almost  all  chronic  diseases  of 
the  stomach,  such  as  formation  of  scirrhus  and  ulcers,  are  incompa- 
tible with  tubercle.  In  forty-four  cases  of  these  diseases  only  four 
were  found  affected  with  tubercles,  and  in  two  of  these  the  perfora- 
ting ulcer  was  healed,  and  the  disease  extinguished.  The  rarity  of 
the  combination  in  question  is  further  shewn  in  the  frequency  with 
which  ulceration  of  the  stomach  is  complicated  with  dysentery  and 
Asiatic  cholera,  diseases  which,  we  have  seen,  never  occur  in  combina- 
tion with  tubercle. 

Cakceb  and  Sebous  Cysts. 

The  formation  of  serous  cysts  may  co-exist  with  all  kinds  of  can-' 
cerous  degeneration,  and  it  appears  in  different  degrees  combined 
with  carcinoma  fibroaus^  eUveolarts,  and  especially  with  carcinoma 
medullartSf  which  would  seem  to  indicate  an  intimate  relationship 
between  the  two  processes. 

Among  the  many  cases  illustrative  of  this  remark  there  are 
two  particularly  mentioned  by  Bokitansky,  the  one  where  a 
large  tamour  was  found  occupying  the  pelvis  of  a  ohild,  con- 
sisting partly  of  medullary  sarcoma,  partly  of  alveolar  caiDoer, 
and  partly  of  serous  cysts:  the  other  where  after  thd  amputation 
of  a  cancerous  penis,  a  number  of  hydatids,  some  reaching  the 
size  of  a  pea  were  developed  in  the  bones  of  the  pelvis.  The 
rarity  of  diseases  of  the  genital  organs  in  those  who  suffer  from 
curvature  of  the  spine,  (more  particularly  the  immunity  of  the 
female  sex  from  malignant  parasitical  growths)  has  forced 
itself  on  the  observation  of  Bokitansky.  This  he  refers  to  the 
condition  of  the  body  becoming  the  same  as  it  is  temporally  in 
pregnancy,  in  which  state  these  diseases  are  never  known  to 
occur. 

The  more  we  reflect  upon  these  extraordinary  facts  the  more 
are  we  disposed  to  imagine  that  the  action  of  anti-psorios  most 
have  a  similar  origin,  and  that  not  till  the  root  of  both  is 
discovered  shall  we  possess  the  true  key  to  the  secret  of  the 
ultimate  law  of  cure ;  in  the  mean  time  we  are  satisfied  thiaA  in 
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some  nay  or  other  these  so-called  anti-psorics  do  antagonise, 
whet  herdirectly  or  indirectly,  the  Hydra — psora  in  the  system ; 
and  it  seems  to  us  that  as  unquestionably  the  homoeopathic 
formula  has  led  us  so  far  through  a  labyrinth  which  has  hitherto 
baffled  all  previous  attempts  to  penetrate,  the  wisest  course  is 
to  persevere  steadily  in  its  application,  or  to  trust  to  enlarging 
views  of  physiology  and  pathology  throwing  additional  light 
upon  the  great  mystery  of  life,  both  in  its  healthy  and  unheal- 
thy state,  and  at  length  exhibiting  that  perfect  adaptation 
between  the  origin  of  all  diseases  and  the  method  of  their 
extinction  in  which  the  absolute  triumph  of  medicine  shall 
consist 


NECESSITY   FOR   THE    PRACTICE    OF   MEDICINE 
BEING  CHANGED  TO  A  PREVENTIVE  SYSTEM, 

Of  QmstihUumal  Pathology  being  more  ctUtivated,  and  of  a  more 
mimUe  description  being  given  of  the  physical  appearance 

of  persons  experimented  on. 

By  George  Fearon,  M.D. 

Among  other  things  for  which  the  half  century  now  commencing 
will  probably  be  remarkable,  may  I  think  be  reckoned  the 
development  of  a  preventive  system  of  medicine,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  ordinary  palliative  practice. 

Within  a  few  months  after  I  first  became  convinced  of  the 
troth  of  homcBopajthy,  it  struck  me  that  now  we  were  in  posses* 
sioD  of  a  law  for  the  administration  of  medicinal  substances,  and 
of  a  means  of  graduating  the  dose  to  any  extent  we  chose,  we 
should  have  the  power  of  attacking  disease  while  it  yet  lay  latent 
in  the  constitution,  even  of  the  youngest  child,  instead  of  wait- 
ing nattl  it  broke  forth  into  an  active  state.  At  least  all  that 
we  should  require  for  this  purpose,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing, 
would  be  a  knowledge  of  thia  physical  appearance  of  those  in 
'whoee  oonatitutions  lay  dormant  the  seeds  of  the  different  classes 
of  diseases.  This  knowledge  we  may  to  a  considerable  extent 
gain  from  the  various  works  on  scrofula,  &c.,  which  have  been 
hitberto  paUished ;    and  much  valuable  indirect  information 
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may  be  obtained  by  ascertaining  the  special  affections  from 
which  the  different  members  of  the  child's  family  have  suffered. 
It  is  now  more  than  ten  years  since  the  thought  of  thus 
erecting  a  preventive  system  of  medicine  occurred  to  me;  during 
all  that  time  I  have  never  forgotten  it,  and  for  years  together 
have  not  allowed  one  month  to  pass  by  without  reconsidering  the 
subject  in  all  its  bearings ;  the  more  I  have  thought  of  it,  the 
more  feasible  and  the  more  valuable  has  it  appeared  to  me,  and 
several  homoeopathic  physicians,  before  whose  notice  I  have 
brought  it,  have  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  homoeopathy 
would  give  rise  to  such  a  preventive  system  of  medicine,  while, 
with  one  exception,  they  admitted  at  the  same  time  that  to  them 
the  idea  was  a  new  one. 

Behind  what  we  usually  call  chronic,  but  which  is  in  reality 
sub-acute  disease,  there  is  that  state  of  constitution  in  which, 
although  the  individual  may  enjoy  an  ordinary  share  of  health, 
still  there  are  the  seeds  of  disease  ready  to  spring  forth  on  the 
application  of  an  exciting  cause,  or  to  be  transmitted  to  his  or 
her  offspring.  This  state  of  constitution  is  of  course  most 
strongly  marked  in  those  who  are  hereditarily  of  a  general  deli- 
cacy, without  being  absolutely  ill ;  still  it  exists,  in  a  greater  or 
lesser  extent,  in  almost  every  person.  This  we  may  affirm,  boia 
the  circumstance  of  so  few  (for  there  are  some)  surviving  to  a 
good  old  age  free  from  suffering  during  life,  and  sinking  quietly 
into  the  grave  from  the  natural  wearing  out  of  those  organs  of 
life,  which  up  to  the  last  had  worked  in  mutual  harmony. 

Lugol  considers  that  scrofula  exists  in  some  form  or  other  in 
about  a  third  of  the  human  race,  but  if  we  drop  this  word,  and 
adopt  the  term  chronic  disease,  as  a  collective  one  to  imply  all 
those  permanent  derangements  of  health,  and  predisposition  to 
active  disease,  which  may  be  caused  by  scrofrda  (or  psora). 
sycosis,  syphilis,  or  any  other  agents,  then  we  shall  find  that 
there  are  very  few  persons  in  our  large  towns  who  are  free  from 
it ;  in  some  of  them,  such  as  Birmingham,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  find  one  family  every  one  of  whose  membeiB  ate 
exempt  from  it. 

In  fact  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  us  to  realize  the  appeaianoe 
of  a  set  of  perfectly  healthy  and  well  developed  persons,  fi»r 
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want  of  a  standard  of  comparison;  we  can  at  best  compare 
morbid  spteimens  of  humanity  with  morbid  specimens. 

Under  these  circumstances,  however  excellent  hygienic  appli- 
ances may  be  in  removing  some  exciting  causes  of  disease,  still 
we  require  more  direct  and  positive  means  of  gradually  and 
oontinaonsly  attacking  that  mass  of  disease  which  has  been 
handed  down  to  us  through  successive  generations,  and  which 
has  probably  become  engrained  in  almost  every  particle  of  our 
bodies.  For  this  purpose  we  must  endeavour  to  erect  medicine 
(with  its  auxiliaries)  into  an  educational  system  for  the  body, 
the  latter  being  as  susceptible  of  being  trained  from  its  earliest 
infianoy  to  health  or  disease,  as  the  mind  is  susceptible  from  its 
earliest  infancy  of  being  trained  to  good  or  evil.  I  have  tried 
the  experiment  with  children,  and  therefore  speak  from  experi- 
ence; moreover  in  each  instance  in  which  I  have  treated  females 
during  the  whole  course  of  their  pregnancy  up  to  almost  the  day 
of  delivery,  the  child  has  been  a  much  finer  one  than  any  of  the 
preceding  ones  had  been  at  their  birth;  in  such  cases  the 
education  of  the  body  may  be  said  to  have  commenced  from  its 
earliest  existence. 

It  would  be  a  great  aid  in  such  a  preventive  system  of  treat- 
ment, if  future  experimenters  would  describe  with  as  much 
exactness  as  possible  the  physical  appearance  of  the  persons 
experimented  on,  for  the  common  expressions  of  dark  or  light 
hair,  nervous  or  lymphatic  temperament,  &c.,  are  not  enough ;  it 
would  be  well  also  if  in  the  relation  of  cases  cured  by  particular 
remedies,  a  similarly  minute  description  were  given  whenever 
possible.  With  each  fresh  group  of  symptoms  appearing  in  the 
experiment,  should  also  bo  given  minutely  the  accompanying 
q[ipearance  of  the  tongue  and  pulse,  paying  in  the  latter  case 
more  attention  to  its  precise  character,  such  as  full,  resisting, 
wiry,  intermittent,  &c.,  than  even  to  the  frequency  of  its  beats, 
for  in  these  symptoms  our  Materia  Medica  is  too  deficient 

The  old  school  pathology  hns  been  derived  chiefly  from  the 
inspection  of  dead  bodies  ;  such  a  pathology  can  only  be  reared 
up  during  the  infancy  of  the  healing  art,  for  it  presupposes  a 
great  mortality  among  patients ;  I  suspect  too  that  it  has  been 
very  much  overpraised,  that  it  is  more  deficient  and  is  of  less 
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value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  especially  of  chronic  disease, 
than  is  generally  acknowledged ;  it  is  in  fact  a  mere  organ 
pathology,  seeking  only  to  ascertain  which  of  a  series  of  organs 
appear  to  have  been  first  affected,  and  which  secondarily,  with- 
out at  all  taking  into  consideration  the  peculiar  state  of  consti- 
tution that  rendered  that  organ  weak,  and  liable  to  be  attacked 
by  disease ;  in  our  mode  of  practice,  however,  this  latter  point 
will  frequently  be  found  to  be  a  very  important  one  in  leading 
us  to  the  selection  of  the  proper  remedy  out  of  two  or  more 
having  apparently  similar  symptoms.  The  uprising  of  homoeo- 
pathy may  be  considered  as  marking  the  commencement  of  the 
mature  age  of  medicine  ;  that  age  must  have  its  own  pathology, 
and  as  we  believe  that  the  amount  of  premature  mortality  will 
be  very  much  less  in  future  than  it  has  been  in  the  allopathio 
infancy  of  medicine,  so  must  we  cease  to  look  to  post  moriems 
as  the  principal  source  of  pathology  ;  our  pathology  must  be 
derived  chiefly,  not  from  the  interior,  but  firom  the  exterior 
aspect  of  the  body  ;  for  that  alone  will  be  in  keeping  with  our 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  healing  properties  of  medicines,  since 
we  do  not  push  our  experiments  to  the  length  of  killing  the 
persons  experimented  on,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
internal  changes  of  structure  the  medicinal  substance  has 
effected. 

That  this  external  pathology  may  be  sometimes  of  more  use 
than  the  old  school  one,  even  in  acute  affections,  is  exemplified 
in  the  following  case. 

A  short  time  ago  I  was  sent  for  late  one  evening  to  see  a  married 
lady  who  had  recently  come  to  Birmingham  for  change  of  air,  in 
consequence  of  suffering  severely  from  neuralgic  pains  of  the  face ;  I 
left  her  some  medicine,  and  wrote  off  the  same  evening  to  the 
homoeopathist  under  whose  care  she  had  been.  He  replied  that  he 
considered  the  exciting  cause  to  be  connected  with  the  uterus,  and 
had  been  treating  her  with  that  view.  According  to  the  ordinary 
pathology  his  was  a  perfectly  scientific  diagnosis,  since  the  affection 
had  first  made  its  appearance  a  few  days  after  a  confinement,  and  had 
invariably  returned  in  each  successive  pregpiancy  ;  this  being  the 
first  time  I  belieye  in  which  an  attack  had  come  on  in  a  non-pregnant 
state.     On  the  second  day  of  my  attendance,  and  before  receiving  his 


on  Preventive  Medicine.  100 

mflwer,  I  made  op  my  mind  that  she  muBt  at  some  period  of  her  life 
liaye  lired  in  a  calcareous  neighbourhood  sufficiently  long  for  her 
whole  system  to  become  affected  by  it,  and  that  that  was  the  real 
exciting  cause  of  the  affection,  the  womb  being  merely  in  a  secondary 
way  connected  with  it.  This  decision  I  came  to  in  consequence  of 
her  general  appearance  resembling  very  much  that  which  I  haye 
noticed  in  persons  who  have  resided  in  such  neighbourhoods,  although 
she  had  but  a  slight  trace  of  the  usual  fulness  of  neck  perceptible  in 
such  instances. 

The  disease  had  only  made  its  appearance  since  she  had  removed 
to  her  present  place  of  residence,  but  she  denied  that  there  were  any 
calcareous  appearances  about  that,  or  her  immediately  preceding 
place  of  abode.  I  then  asked  for  her  native  place,  and  she  at  once 
told  me  that  dose  to  the  house  of  her  parents  where  she  had  resided 
until  grown  up,  there  were  chalk  pits.'  This  confirmed  me  in  my 
diagnosis,  I  consequently  gave  Sulphur,  first  in  the  1 2th  and  afterwards 
in  the  6th  and  3rd  (trit.)  ;  it  was  beneficial  in  each  attenuation,  but 
most  markedly  so  in  the  third,  and  I  had  no  necessity  for  changing 
the  medicine,  until  continuing  to  press  it  three  times  a  day  for  some 
d^  after  all  pain  had  left,  it  brought  on  a  very  sharp  aggravation. 
Pulsatilla  and  Sepia  were  given,  but  without  any  relief;  Tincture  of 
Arsenic  3,  then  presented  itself  as  the  most  likely  antidote,  especially 
as  there  were  chills  accompanying  the  paroxysms,  and  it  acted  like  a 
diarm  ;  a  few  days  after  Sulphur  was  retiumed  to  with  the  effect  of 
bringing  on  another  but  slighter  aggravation,  which  Arsenic  again 
stopped ;  and  the  patient  left  this  in  a  very  much  improved  state  of 
health  to  that  in  which  she  came,  though  doubtless  she  must  experi- 
ence  some  more  but  modified  attacks  before  the  diseased  state  can  be 
quite  destroyed.* 

Now  here  I  think  is  an  instance  of  external  pathology  derived 
too  firom  a  medicinal  disease,  leading  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
proper  remedy,  while  the  internal  pathology  derived  firom  natural 
disease  would  only  have  led  one  astray. 

In  recording  the  physical  appearance  of  persons  experimented 

*  fliw  took  away  with  her  some  packets  of  Solphar  powders,  each  packet 
oontahiing  two  powders,  a  dose  to  be  taken  twice  a  day  for  four  days,  then  to 
ntuaak  a  week  without  medicine  before  commencing  the  next  packet ;  and  I 
bt?e  Jnrt  been  informed  that  she  has  conthraed  perfectly  free  from  all  attacks 
of  iht  disease. 
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on  there  is  one  item  of  description  which  I  should  particolariy 
wish  to  see  attended  to,  and  that  is  the  exact  appearance  of  the 
irisy  for  I  am  snre  that  it  will  he  found  very  useful  to  us  as  a 
guide  to  the  state  of  the  constitution.  That  sentence  in  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  as  transmitted  to  us  hy  St  Matthew, 
"  The  light  of  the  hody  is  the  eye ;  if  therefore  thine  eye  be 
single,  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  light ;  but  if  thine  eye  be 
evil,  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  darkness, "  although  there 
doubtless  meant  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  is  nevertheless  very 
true  in  a  physical  one.  That  a  red  iris  is  indicative  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  cancerous  affections  has  been  for  several  years  known  to 
many  medical  men,  though  I  had  made  the  observation  for 
myself  before  being  aware  that  others  had  previously  become 
acquainted  with  the  factf  but  the  following  indications  have 
never  to  my  knowledge  been  observed  by  any  one  previous  to 
the  publication  of  a  part  of  them  in  the  Medical  Times, 
October  6,  1849  * 

The  nearer  the  iris  approaches  to  a  firm,  clear-looking,  and 
unmixed  colour,  (black,  blue  and  hazel,)  the  healthier  and 
sounder  is  the  constitution.  Whenever  the  iris  presents  the 
appearance  of  a  broken  network,  or  the  colour  is  a  light  watery- 
looking  one,  or  deposited  in  darker  patches  in  some  places  than 
in  others,  there  is  a  corresponding  degree  of  delicacy  of  consti- 
tution. Whenever  there  is  an  appearance  of  red,  green  or 
yellow  in  the  iris,  the  diseases  under  which  the  patient  suffers 
always  exhibit  an  obstinate  or  malignant  character,  more  espe- 
cially when  the  red  or  green  is  present.  Such  persons,  moreover, 
always  beget  unhealthy  children ;  and  we  may  generally  expect 
to  hear  of  much  ill  health,  serious  and  obstinate  illnesses,  and 
premature  deaths  occurring  in  their  families.  The  appearance  of 
the  light  iris,  which  answers  to  the  red  of  the  dark  one,  has  not 
been  liitherto  pointed  out,  it  is  the  following : — a  peculiar  hard, 
pearly,  grey  look,  and,  if  the  eye  be  closely  examined,  there  will 
be  found  immediately  around  the  pupil  a  circle  of  a  more  or  less 
red  hue.     Moreover,  instead  of  the  appearance  of  a  net-work, 

*  Special  reasonB  caused  them  to  be  sent  to  this  Journal,  otherwise  they 
would  have  been  forwarded  to  a  homcsopathic  one,  homoeopathy  having  given 
rise  to  them. 
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in  whieh  a  mesh  had  broken,  leaving  a  large  nearly  square  space, 
SQch  as  we  may  see  in  the  light  scrofulons  blue  iris,  there  will 
generally  be  long  narrow  places,  giving  the  idea  of  the  substance 
of  the  iris  having  been  there  corroded  away.  The  worse  the 
state  of  health  the  darker,  thicker-looking  and  more  distinct  will 
be  the  outer  margin  of  the  iris. 

We  not  unfrequently  meet  persons  having  a  greenish  iris  who 
will  boast  of  never  being  ill,  and  of  being  able  to  undergo  con- 
siderable fiatigue.  Such  persons  are  generally  stunted  in  stature; 
and,  in  the  instances  in  which  the  reverse  is  the  case,  they  will 
be  found  to  show  signs  of  failing  health  soon  after  thirty,  if  not 
before ;  and,  should  inquiry  be  made,  it  will  most  probably  be 
found  that  they  are  descended  from  parents  one  or  both  of  whom 
have  exhibited  marked  signs  of  having  an  unhealthy  constitu- 
tion (consumption,  epilepsy,  (Sec.),  and  among  their  brothers  and 
sisters  obstinate  affections  and  diseases  of  debility  will  prevail. 

I  was  led  to  make  these  observations  by  the  statements  in  our 
Materia  Medioa,  that  some  medicines  acted  better  in  persons 
with  light,  and  others  in  persons  with  dark  eyes.  Closer  obser- 
vadon  soon  shewed  that  under  these  two  general  heads  of  dark 
and  light  eyes,  were  comprised  many  varieties  of  iris  differing 
in  structure,  in  shade  of  colour,  and  in  the  mode  in  which  the 
latter  was  deposited,  and  that  each  variety  was  attended  by  a 
corresponding  state  of  constitution.  It  would  only  be  legiti- 
mately individualising  the  more  general  observation  regarding 
the  light  and  dark  eye,  were  we  to  note  the  particular  medicines 
which  appeared  to  produce  most  effect  in  the  different  states  of 
constitution  represented  by  each  variety  of  iris.  We  should 
thereby  gain  an  additional  help  for  the  selection  of  remedies  in 
the  treatment  of  disease. 

There  is  one  species  of  iris  which  at  the  distance  of  three  or 
four  feet  looks  like  the  section  of  a  piece  of  flint,  and  gives  to 
its  possessor  a  sharp  hawk-eyed  appearance.  It  is  separated 
from  the  cornea  by  a  strongly  marked  rim  of  a  hard  dirty  white 
calcareous  look,  and  about  the  sixteenth  or  twentieth  of  an  inch 
in  breadth ;  the  iris  itself  when  looked  at  closer  appears  of  a 
blackish  red*  I  have  not  seen  many  cases  of  this  iris,  but  have 
noticed  the  following  circumstances  in  connection  with  it.    The 
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persons  have  been  irascible,  and  apparently  quick  in  intellect; 
in  two  instances,  although  not  of  a  stout  make,  they  have  each 
had  two  attacks  of  apoplexy,  and  in  one  of  them  a  permanent 
partial  paralysis  of  one  leg  and  arm  has  been  left.  In  the 
remaining  cases,  the  persons  having  it  have  each  suffered  from 
rheumatism,  which  was  also  the  case  with  one  of  the  apoplectic 
persons,  and  for  aught  I  know  it  may  have  been  the  same  with 
the  other.  I  have  not  yet  met  with  an  instance  of  this  iris  in  a 
child,  and  am  therefore  uncertain  whether  the  rim  which  is  its 
peculiar  characteristic  may  not  be  formed  while  the  disease  in 
the  constitution  becomes  developed  as  the  person  advances 
to  middle  age.  In  each  case  where  a  parent  has  had  it,  the 
children  have  been  very  markedly  unhealthy,  a  circumstance 
deserving  of  notice. 

Another  form  of  iris  which,  I  think,  is  indicative  of  a  highly 
sycosic  state  of  constitution,  resembles  closely  the  appearance  of 
the  spokes  of  a  wheel  when  the  latter  is  in  pretty  quick  motion, 
excepting  that  each  alteruate  radius  is  of  a  different  colour,  the 
one  being  reddish,  the  next  yellow  or  of  some  other  colour. 
This  variety,  as  far  as  I  have  hitherto  seen,  occurs  in  persons 
bearing  other  strong  marks  of  sycosis,  and  not  unfrequently  is 
accompanied  by  old  warts  on  the  face,  having  that  character 
which  Hahnemann  has  attributed  to  those  of  a  sycosic  origin  ; 
and  here  I  may  remark  that  I  heUeve  a  sycosic  state  of  constitu- 
tion to  be  a  much  more  common  one  in  our  large  towns  than 
a  syphilitic  one,  and  the  reason  why  this  should  be  so  is  very 
evident,  for  syphilis  shewing  itself  in  the  form  of  a  troublesome 
sore  gets  at  once  attended  to,  and  must  in  many  cases  be  really 
cured  and  not  merely  temporarily  suppressed.  Sycosis,  on  the 
contrary,  after  having  been  imbibed  either  produces  no  very 
perceptible  external  manifestations  of  its  presence,  or  they  are 
only  in  the  form  of  warts,  which  giving  little  inconvenience  are 
overlooked  and  not  regarded  as  signs  of  disease  by  the  sufferer, 
and  thus  the  poison  has  full  opportunity  of  insidiously  under- 
mining his  system. 

We  all  know  that  parents  are  often  prone  to  point  out  scrofo-' 
lous  children  as  pictures  of  health,  simply  because  they  exhibit 
a  high  colour  with  a  certain  degree  of  plumpness.  To  undeceive 
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sQch  persons  and  to  indnoe  them  to  place  their  childien  under  a 
regular  systematio  treatment,  it  will  be  necessary  for  ns  to  be 
able  to  point  out  to  them  the  different  signs  of  latent  disease 
and  of  unhealthy  oonsdtation,  and  for  this  purpose  the  state  of 
the  iris  will  be  often  more  convincing  because  plainer  and  more 
observable  than  any  other  signs.  This  last  summer  I  met  with 
a  child  of  about  12  whom  I  had  attended  three  years  ago  for  a 
swelling  and  weakness  of  the  knee,  to  which  she  had  been  for 
some  time  subject  I  knew  that  she  was  of  a  very  delicate  con- 
stitution, and  that  every  one  of  her  brothers  and  sisters  were 
very  unhealthy,  and  this  unhealthiness  they  derived  from  at  any 
rate  one  parent ;  yet  when  I  saw  her  this  year  she  seemed  full 
of  spirits  and  energy,  and  capable  of  enduring  for  a  child  of  her 
age  a  good  deal  of  exercise,  and  had  a  colour  which  could  scarcely 
be  shewn  to  be  otherwise  than  a  healthy  one ;  the  only  thing  that 
appeared  wrong  was  the  irregularity  of  the  teeth,  which  were  also 
of  a  bad  colour  and  with  a  tendency  to  decay.  From  all  I  knew 
of  hex  previous  state  of  health,  and  that  of  her  family,  I  felt 
convinced  that  I  must  be  seeing  her  under  very  fieivourable  circum- 
slanoeSy  and  that  her  present  appearances  of  good  health  were 
faUacious  ones  which  she  would  by  and  by  lose ;  yet  I  was  puz- 
iled  how  to  fix  upon  any  traits  in  her  appearance  which  could  be 
jKnnted  out  to  others  as  evidence  of  lurking  disease.  On  regarding 
her  more  closely  the  difficulty  vanished,  for  there  was  a  marked 
speoimen  of  the  red  iris,  one  of  her  sisters  who  had  been  threatened 
vith  a  spinal  affection,  &c.  shewing  an  equally  well  marked  speci- 
men of  the  wheel  iris  recently  alluded  to.  (Do  not  spinal  affections, 
at  least  those  involving  the  lower  part  of  the  spine,  more  gene- 
rally depend  upon  a  sycosic  than  a  scrofulous  state  of  the  con- 
stitution ?  I  think  they  do.  I  think  also  that  many  of  those 
obatinate  baffling  uterine  affections  depend  upon  a  sycosic  or 
syphilitic  taint,  either  inherited  from  parents  or  received  through 
impregnation  by  a  husband  having  a  constitution  so  tainted.) 

In  several  cases  of  tic,  which  on  each  return  invariably 
attacked  the  same  side  of  the  face,  I  have  noticed  that  the  iris 
was  more  defective  on  that  side  than  on  the  other.  I  have  seen 
the  same  thing  in  cases  of  muscee  volitantes  and  other  forms  of 
impaired  vision,  where  one  eye  has  been  more  affected  than  the 
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other.  Perhaps  ^ith  more  extended  observations  a  similar  cir- 
cumstance might  be  observed  in  connection  with  other  one-sided 
affections. 

The  various  explanations  that  have  been  hitherto  attempted, 
of  the  law  expressed  by  the  words  *  similia  similibus  corantnr/ 
have  never  proved  satisfactory ;  and  the  statement  that  we  try 
our  medicines  upon  healthy  persons  in  order  to  ascertain  their 
curative  power  in  disease,  has  repelled  many  from  its  involving 
to  their  thinking  an  absurdity.  May  not  some  light  be  thrown 
upon  the  subject  by  the  circumstance  we  have  already  adverted 
to — of  the  almost  universal  prevalence  of  some  form  of  latent 
chronic  disease  ?  Any  one  who  has  seen  Hahnemann  must  be 
aware  that  he  was  far  from  being  a  specimen  of  a  healthy,  well 
developed  person,  and  in  one  of  his  writings  he  mentions  that 
he  had  at  different  times  suffered  much.  Tet  his  experiments 
with  medicinal  substances  were  made  on  himself,  on  members 
of  his  family,  who  could  not  have  been  healthy,  and  on  students 
and  others  residing  in  large  towns,  who  were  not  likely  to  have 
been  free  from  latent  disease.  In  fact,  had  it  been  otherwise, 
had  these  parties  been  all  perfectly  healthy,  Hahnemann  would 
never  have  discovered  the  law  in  question. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  statement  that  our  remedies 
have  been  tried  on  healthy  persons  is  not  true ;  and  equally 
with  the  alloeopaths  we  gain,  ah  usu  in  marbis,  our  knowledge 
of  the  form  of  disease  which  Nature  has  intended  each  sub- 
stance to  antidote,  or  be  the  means  of  curing.  The  difference 
between  the  method  adopted  by  the  allceopath  and  the  homoeo- 
path for  ascertaining  the  curative  properties  of  any  new  sub- 
stance, is,  in  the  first  instance,  one  which  has  reference  to  the 
stage  of  disease  in  which  the  experiment  is  made,  but  it  is  this 
difference  in  the  stage  that  tends  to  perpetuate  the  discordant 
conclusions  which  they  draw  firom  the  result  of  their  ex- 
periments. 

Give  to  both  of  them  a  new  plant  to  experiment  with,  and 
the  alloeopath  chooses  a  person  affected  with  disease  in  an 
acute,  or  sub-acute  form,  that  is  to  say,  in  an  active  state; 
the  homoeopathist,  on  the  contrary,  selects  one  in  whom  dis- 
ease is  in  a  latent,  quiescent  state,  and  who  therefore  may  be 
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considered  as  comparatively  healthy.  The  allceopath  can  only 
learn  the  cnratiye  power  of  the  remedy  in  the  one  train  of 
symptoms  which  he  has  found  it  relieve,  while  from  his  experi- 
ments he  can  derive  no  certain  knowledge  relative  to  its 
employment  in  other  forms  of  disease,  but  is  left  to  employ  it 
in  future  from  'inference';  and  this  limited  knowledge  he 
moreover  acquires  at  the  risk  of  doing  much  injury  to  his 
patient  The  homoeopath,  on  the  contrary,  has  the  power  of 
experimenting  at  leisure,  and  by  graduating  his  experimental 
doses  can  bring  to  light  in  succession  all  the  various  trains  of 
diseased  action  to  which  the  new  remedy  has  been  specially 
adapted,  and  has  the  power  of  avoiding  or  making  allowance 
for  all  causes  likely  to  interfere  with  the  accuracy  of  the  experi- 
ment. He  thus  can  by  one  and  the  same  experiment  gain  a 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  remedy  in  both  latent  (or  chronic) 
and  acute  disease.  Were  he  to  be  very  cautious  in  his  experi- 
ment, and  give  the  new  substance  in  very  small  doses,  and  at 
intervals,  he  would  probably  considerably  improve  the  health  of 
the  person  experimented  on,  without  giving  rise  to  any  distur- 
bance in  his  system,  but  by  so  doing,  however  well  he  might 
leam  its  use  in  latent  disease,  he  yet  would  gain  no  information 
leepecting  the  active  state  of  disease  in  which  it  should  be 
employed. 

There  are  many  other  points  which  will  be  required  to  be 
considered  with  reference  to  a  'preventive  system  of  medicine,' 
but  these  must  be  reserved  for  another  occasion;  at  present  I 
will  only  call  attention  to  this  circumstance,  that,  whereas, 
others  to  whom  may  have  occurred  the  idea  of  employing 
homoBopathic  medicine  as  a  preventive  system,  have  in  aU 
probability  only  thought  of  so  employing  it  in  the  case  of 
children  of  a  markedly  scrofulous  diathesis,  I,  on  the  contrary, 
advocate  its  employment  as  such  in  all  families,  and  with  every 
child,  (just  as  I  would  advocate  the  application  of  education  to 
all,)  because  every  child,  no  matter  however  apparently  healthy, 
is  bom  with  the  seeds  of  disease  in  its  constitution,  and  with 
the  susceptibility  to  improvement,  the  dijSerence  of  one  from 
the  other  being  only  a  matter  of  degree;  indeed  I  would, 
wherever  possible,  have  the  mother  placed  under  a  constitutional 
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treatment  from  the  time  she  is  known  to  haye  conceived  up  to 
the  period  of  her  delivery,  as  I  am  convinced,  from  theory  and 
from  observation,  that  the  child  would  then,  in  all  human 
probability,  enter  the  world  in  a  healthier  state  than  it  other- 
wise-would do;  while  the  mother  would,  in  consequence  of  the 
removal  of  a  portion  of  the  disease  from  her  constitution,  be 
spared  those  sufiferings  which  are  now  experienced  by  nearly  all 
women  in  these  countries  during  the  time  of  pregnancy,  child- 
birth, and  the  after  period. 


NARRATIVE  OF  SIX  CASES  OF  ASPHYXIA. 
By  Thomas  R.  Leadam,  M.R.C.S. 

(JRe€td  before  the  Britiah  Homoeopaihic  Society,  at  its  Meeting  in 

January,  1851.) 

The  following  is  a  simple  narrative  of  some  cases  of  Asphyxia, 
which  occurred  on  board  ship,  in  consequence  of  the  inhalation 
of  carbonic  acid  and  carburetted  hydrogen  gases,  the  products 
of  respiration  and  combustion  from  a  coal  fire  in  an  unventilated 
cabin.  They  present,  perhaps,  little  matter  of  interest,  and 
merely  exhibit  the  exact  amount  of  injury  inflicted  by  the  in- 
haling a  poisoned  atmosphere,  and  their  recovery  under  homoeo- 
pathic treatment.  The  most  peculiar  features  in  the  cases, 
which  partook  so  much  of  the  apoplectic  state,  were,  the  severe 
form  of  epilepsy  induced  in  one  of  the  cases,  and  the  uniform 
contraction  of  the  pupils  and  the  trismus  by  which  all  were 
characterized. 

March  11th,  1849. — Sunday  morning,  9  a.  m.,  I  was  called  to 

see  some  sailors  on  board  a  ship  which  was  lying  out  in  the 

middle  of  the  river,  who  were  said  to  be  sufibcated.     I  found 

Jive  men  stretched  out  on  deck,  more  or  less  asphyxiated,  all  in 

a  state  of  partial  or  complete  insensibility. 

It  appeared  that  at  10  o'clock  of  the  previous  evening  these 
men  had  gone  below  and  made  up  a  good  fire,  and  the  youngest 
of  them  had  removed  the  funnel  or  chimney  and  shut  down 
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the  hatoh,  and  so  olosed  the  cabin.     It  being  very  cold  weather 
they  then  went  into  their  berths.     At  8  o'clock  this  morning 
the  captain  sent  forward  to  know  why  the  men  were  not  on  deck, 
and  then  they  were  discovered  in  the  state  described. 
All  appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of  apoplectic  or  epileptic  seizure. 

Case  I. 

A  fine  florid  youth,  aged  20,  was  comatose  ;  perfectly  insensible ; 
snoring  every  now  and  then  heavily,  with  deep  drawn  sighs ;  the  face 
of  a  purple  hue  ;  pupils  contracted ;  insensible  to  light.  His  teeth 
were  so  firmly  clenched,  that  the  utmost  manual  exertion  could  not 
separate  the  jaws  wider  than  was  just  sufficient  to  get  the  handle  of 
in  iron  spoon  in,  and  it  was  so  tightly  held  I  could  not  withdraw  it ; 
the  pulse  was  only  just  perceptible,  and  was  intermittent. 

By  the  side  of  the  spoon  I  managed  to  introduce  a  teaspoonful  of 
water  containing  one  drop  of  opium  3,  which  was  gulped  down  un- 
consciously, with  a  choking  efibrt  and  a  groan,  after  which  the  teeth 
were  as  firmly  clenched  as  before.  Trismus  was  complete.  All  the 
men  were  wrapped  up  to  the  throat,  their  faces  only  being  exposed 
to  the  air ;  a  sail  was  extended  about  six  feet  above  them,  as  it  was 
»  very  cold  morning  and  it  was  not  possible  to  put  them  under  shelter 
Mow.  In  half  an  hour  this  youth  was  still  in  an  apoplectic  stupor. 
Belladonna  3,  gtt  i,  Aquce  §i,  M.  was  now  prescribed. 
A  teaspoonful  every  quarter  of  an  hour. 

At  1  p.  m. — He  was  lying  on  the  deck  and  recovering  his  con- 
sciousness ;  spoke  when  he  was  questioned,  although  he  lay  in  a  state 
of  semi-stupor.  He  had  a  hot  skin  and  quick  pulse. 

Aconite  3,  one  fourth  of  a  drop  every  three  hours. 

9  p.  in. — Ww  doing  well,  but  complained  of  a  dead  numb  feeling 
in  the  buttock  of  one  side,  like  rheiunatism,  probably  from  lying  on 
the  damp  deck  so  long. 

March  12th,  9  a.  m. — ^Was  so  far  recovered  as  to  require  no  more 
medidne ;  he  was  not  quite  well  enough  to  work ;  felt  very  weak, 
aod  stQl  complamed  a  little  of  the  pain  in  the  buttock. 

Case  II. 

A  young  fellow,  aged  20,  with  light  hair,  fair  complexion,  was 
perfectly  insensible ;  extreme  paUor  of  countenance,  but  purple  lips ; 
a  frothy  mociiB  was  issiiing  from  his  mouth ;  the  buccinator  muscles 
were  so  flaccid  that  at  each  expiration  a  puffing  out  of  the  chedL  took 
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place.  The  pupils  were  contracted;  pulse  irregular  and  scarcely 
perceptible ;  face  cold ;  body  warm.  With  great  difficulty  I  got 
into  his  mouth  a  teaspoonful  of  water,  in  which  was  put  one  drop  of 
opium  3.  The  jaws  were  so  firmly  closed  by  trismus,  that  I  could 
scarcely  press  the  tongue  down  by  the  handle  of  a  spoon,  but  at  last 
he  swallowed  it,  and  the  act  of  deglutition  conTulsed  his  features. 

In  half  an  hour. — He  was  still  convulsed  and  foaming  at  the  mouth, 
in  a  state  of  epilepsy.     I  prescribed 

Nux  Tom.  3,  one  drop,  to  be  dropped  into  the  mouth. 

At  I  p.  m. — He  continued  in  the  same  insensible  and  epileptic 
state. 

Opium  3,  gtt.  i,  was  put  into  two  teaspoonfuls  of  water, 
one  to  be  given  directly  and  repeated  in  two  hours. 

At  4  p.  m. — He  was  taken  down  into  the  hold  and  laid  on  some 
canvas  sails  upon  the  ballast,  as  the  quietest  place.  He  looked  very 
bad  ;  a  stream  of  blood  had  run  from  his  bitten  tongue,  out  at  the 
comer  of  his  mouth,  and  dried  ;  his  face  was  flushed ;  the  breathing 
laborious  ;  the  chest  heaving,  and  the  mucus  rattling ;  there  was  per- 
fect insensibility ;  the  pupils  were  moderately  dilated ;  the  tongue 
was  much  swollen,  but  the  trismus  had  subsided,  so  that  the  jaw  was 
relaxed ;  pulse  120,  small,  fluttering,  and  intermittent  I  could 
obtain  no  answer  from  him,  or  sign  of  consciousness ;  there  was  no 
foaming  at  the  mouth,  but  on  giving  him  something  to  drink  he 
choked  and  spluttered  ;  the  lips  were  of  a  more  natural  colour,  having 
lost  their  swollen  and  livid  appearance. 

At  9  p.  m. — He  was  still  insensible  and  breathing  laboriously,  but 
certainly  better,  as  the  eyes  looked  more  natural  and  the  pupils  were 
slightly  influenced  by  light,  and  moderately  dilated.  There  was  less 
rattling  at  the  chest ;  a  morbid  sensibility  to  touch  now  existed ;  he 
made  wry  faces,  and  turned  his  head  suddenly  when  I  touched  his 
face  with  my  cold  hand  ;  he  tried  to  protrude  the  tongue,  but  could 
not  get  it  beyond  the  teeth  ;  it  was  greatly  swollen ;  he  could  not 
speak ;  swallowing  was  very  objectionable ;  the  muscles  of  degluti- 
tion appeared  inflexible,  or  unimpressionable,  he  choked  a  good  deal 
at  a  teaspoonful  of  fluid ;  the  face  was  flushed ;  skin  hot ;  puke 
quick,  tolerably  regular  at  the  left  wrist,  but  scarcely  perceptible  at 
the  right;  he  lay  moaning,  his  arms  being  convulsed  every  few 
minutes  and  rigidly  drawn  across  the  chest,  the  hands  being  clenched 
at  the  same  time ;  the  forearm  was  so  powerfuUy  contracted  for  a 
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few  minutes  that  I  coitld  not  extend  it,  but  became  perfectly  relaxed 
soon  after.     The  body  and  lower  extremities  were  quite  still. 

Aconit.  3,  gtt  ii.  Aquse  Ji. 
A   teaspoonful   every  three  hours. 

March  12th. — I  found  him  still  lying  in  the  same  position  in  the 
hold,  and  he  did  not  appear  to  have  moved.  He  was  now  sensible, 
put  out  his  tongue,  which  was  sore  and  swollen ;  the  eyes  had  their 
natural  appearance  ;  the  face  flushed ;  pulse  90,  regular ;  body  hot. 
He  was  making  grimaces  from  the  pain  in  the  back,  which  he  said 
was  very  bad,  probably  the  same  kind  of  rheumatic  pain  complained 
of  by  the  other  men.  No  evacuation  from  the  bowels.  I  ordered 
him  to  his  berth  and  prescribed, 

Aconit.  3,  one  fourth  of  a  drop  every  three  hours. 

March  13th,  9  a. m. — He  was  getting  well;  rose  up  and  talked 
naturally ;  ate  and  drank ;  had  no  discomfort  about  the  head ;  only 
complained  of  stiflfheas  and  aching  of  the  muscles  of  the  back  and 
buttock. 

Dulcamara  3. 

March  14th. — He  was  walking  about  the  deck,  complaining  only 
of  debility. 

Casb  III. 

A  young  man,  aged  23,  was  just  revived  enough  to  be  caUing  out 
that  the  pains  hurt  him  so,  but  no  clear  answer  could  be  obtained 
from  him,  as  he  was  so  riotous  and  resisting,  more  like  a  maniac 
than  anything  else ;  in  fact,  was  in  a  state  of  delirium  from  the  effects 
of  the  noxious  atmosphere  he  had  breathed  all  night. 

I  had  him  well  wrapped  up  and  gave  him  a  dose  of  the  opium  with 
great  difficulty,  and  then  left  him.     He  recovered  in  an  hour  or  two. 

Case  IV. 

Was  a  fine  florid  youth,  aged  1 8,  with  black  hair.  He  was  lying 
with  closed  eyes,  snoring  and  panting ;  the  muscles  of  the  jaw  were 
rigid  from  the  trismus ;  the  teeth  clenched ;  he  was  just  sensible 
enough  to  swallow  when  aroused,  but  it  was  attended  with  g^eat 
difficulty ;  the  pulse  was  feeble  and  intermittent ;  the  body  warm, 
but  he  was  trembling  with  cold  from  the  exposure  on  deck  to  a  very 
keen  wind ;  the  pupils  were  contracted. 

One  drop  of  Opium  3,  was  given. 
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In  half  an  boor. — He  was  a  little  better,  could  swallow,  but  was 
soporose  and  in  stupor. 

Belladonna  3,  every  quarter  of  an  hour. 
1  p.  m. — He  was  walking  about. 

4  p.  m. — ^Was  well,  and  only  complained  of  the  dead,  dull  aching 
pain  of  the  buttock  on  which  he  lay  on  the  damp  deck. 

Dulcamara  3. 
March  1 2th. — He  was  quite  well. 

Case  V. 

Was  a  spare  lad,  aged  17.  He  was  quite  insensible ;  pupils  con- 
traded  to  a  small  point ;  countenance  pale  ;  there  was  anhelation,  or 
blowing  respiration ;  snoring ;  cold  face,  with  blue  lips ;  frothy  saliva 
escaped  from  the  mouth ;  the  teeth  were  firmly  clenched  by  trismus ; 
the  body  was  warm ;  the  pulse  very  feeble  and  intermittent.  One 
drop  of  opium  3,  in  water,  was  got  into  his  moUth  with  great  diffi- 
culty, and  as  it  passed  the  throat  the  deglutitory  action  caused  a 
tremor  of  the  muscles  of  the  throat  and  chin. 

In  half  an  hour. — He  was  still  insensible. 

Belladonna  3,  every  quarter  of  an  hour. 

At  1  p.  m. — He  was  just  in  the  same  condition. 

Belladonna  continued. 

At  4  p.  m. — ^Was  lying  in  a  semi-stupor ;  answered  when  aroused; 
had  febrile  symptoms  ;  a  hot  skin,  quick  pulse,  and  white  tongue ; 
and  complained  of  the  rheumatic  pain  of  the  buttock,  from  lying  on 
the  damp  deck,  like  the  rest. 

Aconitum  3,  every  four  hours. 

The  next  day  he  was  quite  well. 

Case  VI. 

Was  a  man  who  had  been  with  them  aU  night,  and  had  made  an 
effort  to  reach  the  companion  ladder,  but  fell  down,  and  was  found 
lying  across  the  floor  of  the  cabin ;  he  soon  recovered,  without  any 
particular  symptoms. 
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ON  PATHOLOGY,  AND  PATHOLOGICAL 

HYPOTHESIS. 

By  Dr.  G.  M.  Scott. 

I  F£EL  the  more  inclined  to  offer  a  few  observations  on  this 
sabject  to  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  from  the 
apprehension,  or  even  I  may  say  the  conviction,  that  I  have 
myself  occasionally  employed  these  words  without  sufficiently 
accurate  discrimination,  too  much  as  though  they  were  syno- 
nyms— the  error  of  which  will  be  detected  by  a  very  Uttle  con- 
sideration. 

By  pathology  in  its  strict  sense  as  distinguished  from  patho- 
logical hypothesis  or  theory,  I  understand,  simply  the  whole 
amount  of  symptoms  presented  by  a  disease,  recondite  or 
8aperficial,  but  certainly  discoverable;  and,  however  far  our 
researches  may  be  carried,  whenever  we  can  adduce   a  new 
symptom,  whether  functional,  organic,  or  chemical,  this  symp- 
tx)m  is  to  be  added  to  the  rest  to  complete  the  pathology  of  the 
disease.     Thus,  while  in  reality  the  pathology  of  each  disease  is 
immutable,  that  is  to  say,  each  case  of  disease  comprises  essen- 
tially a  certain  amount  of  symptoms,  neither  more  nor  less,  yet 
the  pathology  of  the  same  disease  as  apprehended  by  different 
minds  varies  with  the  penetration,  industry,  or  attainment  of 
each  individual,  in  proportion  as  he  is  enabled  to  discover  and 
seize  the  symptoms — and  all  this  without  the  supposition  of  any 
pathological  hypothesis  or  theory.    Pathology,  strictly  speaking, 
is  essentially  a  fixed  thing  for  each  case ;  relatively  to  the  phy- 
sician, it  is  changed  by  every  fresh  accession  of  knowledge.     To 
say,  therefore,  that  pathology  is  necessary  to  the  homoeopathists 
as  well  as  to  others  is  simply  to  say,  that  he  as  well  as  others 
must  know  what  he  is  fighting  against,  and  he  especially,  be- 
cause the  symptoms  are  his  guide.     But  whenever  we  do  more 
than  collect  the  aggregate  of  symptoms,  or  begin  to  theorize — 
our  theory  may  be  correct  or  otherwise,  but  it  is  still  theory — ^if 
we  ever  venture  to  assert  a  relation  between  two  acknowledged 
symptoms,  we  theorize — we  do  not  say  erroneously  or  unjustifi- 
ably, in  many  cases  quite  the  reverse,  but  whether  for  our  help 
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or  otherwise,  we  theorize.  Let  us  take  an  extreme  case.  An 
ancient  theory  taught  that  disease  consisted  in  a  want  of  pro- 
portion between  the  pores,  or,  as  we  might  now  say,  the  capil- 
lary vessels,  and  the  particles  which  were  to  be  transmitted 
through  them,  which,  for  brevity  sake,  we  shall  call  blood- 
globules.  Now  this  is,  strictly  speaking,  a  pathological  hypo- 
thesis, correct  or  otherwise.  Let  us  suppose  the  theorist  to  go 
farther  and  assert  that  the  mouths  of  the  capillaries  are  all 
hexagonal,  and  that  the  blood-globules  are  all  globular,  but  so 
compressible  as  readily  to  assume  the  requisite  size  and  shape 
for  transmission,  in  a  state  of  health,  but  that  in  sickness  these 
globules  either  become  too  large  and  incompressible,  and  thus 
occasion  inflammation,  or  too  small  to  fill  the  calibre  of  the 
vessels,  and  thus  occasion  debility  and  relaxation.  This  would 
be  a  step  farther  in  pathological  hypothesis  or  theory.  But 
supposing  that  microscopical  research  should  actually  prove 
that  the  mouths  of  the  capillaries  were  hexagonal  and  that  the 
globules  were  as  described,  and  that  disease  and  health  pre- 
sented the  phenomena  we  have  imagined,  the  pathological 
hypothesis  becomes  pathology — for  that  which  was  a  specula- 
tion is  proved  to  be  a  fact,  or,  if  you  please,  a  symptom. 
Now,  in  either  of  these  cases,  whether  of  perfect  pathology  or  of 
correct  pathological  theory,  the  physician  who  acts  upon  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  homoeopathy,  must,  I  conceive,  in- 
troduce another  theory,  to  wit,  that  of  a  medicine  whose  pro- 
perty is  to  correct  this  peculiar  defect  whether  in  the  capillaries 
or  blood-globules ;  and  on  that  supposition  alone  will  he  be 
entitled  to  use  one  or  another.  His  theory  will  be  that  a  certain 
medicine  renders  the  globules  more  or  less  compressible,  &o. ; 
and  therefore  is  to  be  employed  in  appropriate  cases.  If  he  is 
able  by  experiment  to  prove  that  such  effect  is  produced  by 
certain  medicines  his  pharmacological  theory  becomes  a  fact» 
and  his  pathology  and  pharmacology  being  each  perfect  he  is 
no  doubt  warranted  to  assume  the  one  as  a  guide  to  the  use  of 
the  other.  But  here  he  ceases  to  theorize  as  truly  as  the  me- 
chanic who  adapts  carefully  the  size  and  shape  of  a  block  to  the 
aperture  it  is  intended  to  close.  Each  theory  has  ceased  to 
exist  as  a  theory  because  proved  to  be  correct. 
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And  if  we  can  suppose  each  party  to  take  so  ultimate  a 
ground  of  enquiry  and  successful  investigation  as  this,  we  may 
acknowledge  that  they  will  meet — the  homoeopathist  directing 
his  enquiry  to  ascertain  what  medicines  produce  such  an  effect 
on  the  capillaries  and  globules  as  resemble  those  of  the  disease 
— the  other  endeavouring  to  ascertain  what  medicines  produce 
such  an  effect  as  will  correct  the  error  whatever  it  be ; — but  this 
enquiry  is  in  reality  the  same,  for  the  correction  of  the  error 
must  be  the  ultimate  object  in  each ;  and  the  homoeopathist 
will,  of  course,  find  that  his  temporary  aggravation  (suppose  in 
the  size  of  the  globules)  is  followed  by  a  corresponding  re- 
action or  diminution.     If,  therefore,  we  could  possibly  arrive  at 
a  perfect  pathology  and  perfect  pharmacology,  not  merely  should 
we  be  at  liberty  to  use  the  one  as  a  guide  to  the  use  of  the  other, 
but  all  question  of  the  modus  operandi  would  be  at  an  end — 
the  science  would  be  changed  into  an  art,  and  the  question  of 
homoeopathy  or  allopathy,  if  ever  agitated,  would  be  simply  a 
natter  of  curiosity,  and  that  concerning  a  step  in  the  course  of 
the  practice  of  the  art,  not  the  very  last  points  of  coincidence, 
nor  yet  the  first  indication.    But  to  a  point  so  remote  it  is  not 
likely  we  shall  ever  attain.    We  have  brought  forward  the  ima- 
ginary extreme  case  simply  to  illustrate  our  intended  distinction 
1>etween  pathology  and  pathological  theory,  and  to  shew  that 
^hen  pathological  theory  or  hypothesis  becomes  perfectly  ascer- 
tained it  ceases  to  exist  as  theory,  and  becomes  pathology.     If 
we  have  always  associated  a  certain  superficial  symptom,  as 
oough,  with  a  supposed  state  of  the  lungs,  so  long  as  this  state 
is  merely  supposed,  we  theorize ;  if  a  sufficiently  extensive  induc- 
tion prove  the  connection,  the  state,  not  now   supposed  but 
discovered,  becomes  a  symptom,  and  the  theory  is  extinct.    We 
have  now  an  advance  in  pathology,  and  with  it  the  abolition  of 
a  pathological  theory  or  hypothesis. 

I  am  quite  aware  that  this  use  of  the  word  pathology  is  open 
to  criticism.  ToAeoc  hoyog  must  mean  something  more  than 
raioc  alone ;  but  the  whole  aggregate  of  symptoms  constitute 
%a6oc:  and  Koyog  implies  the  reason  or  rationale,  or  explanation 
of  taAoc-  This  explanation  would  make  pathology  the  same  ns 
pathological  theory.     We  think,  however,  that  in  very  many 
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cases  the  word  pathology  bears  the  simple  meaning  assigned  to 
it^  and  the  distinction  we  have  suggested  is  all  that  is  necessary 
to  remove  any  obscurity,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  very  valu- 
able to  possess  a  word  which  may  be  thus  employed  without 
ambiguity.  Nor  is  it  an  arbitrary  use  of  the  word,  since  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  symptoms  will  almost  necessarily 
involve  a  knowledge  of  their  mutual  relations;  hoyog  rm 
TftS^MV ;  and  when  once  this  hoyog  or  relationship  is  thoroughly 
and  perfectly  established  the  theory  ceases,  but  the  explanatiott 
remains. 

ON  THE  ASIATIC  CHOLERA. 
By  Dr.  Kelsall. 

The  pestilence  called  ''  sweating  sickness  "  devastated  England 
for  the  first  time,  a.d.  1485,  when  it  is  said,  only  one  patient  in 
100  attacked  by  the  disease  escaped  death.  It  principally 
seized  robust  and  vigorous  men,  or  persons  of  a  full  habit  of 
body  from  high  living,  passing  over  almost  entirely  children 
and  the  aged.  The  disorder  was  a  violent  inflammatory  fever 
which  prostrated  the  powers  as  if  by  a  blow,  and  amidst  painful 
oppression  of  the  stomach,  headache  and  lethargic  stupor,  suf- 
fused the  whole  body  with  a  foetid  perspiration;  the  disease 
arrived  at  a  crisis  in  a  few  hours,  its  duration  seldom  extending 
beyond  a  day  and  a  night. 

In  1506  (after  an  interval  of  21  years)  the  sweating  sickness 
re-appeared  in  England  in  a  milder  form;  in  1517  it  again 
raged  with  extreme  violence,  and  was  so  rapid  in  its  course  that 
it  carried  off  multitudes  of  those  attacked  in  two  or  three  hours. 
A  fourth  time  it  re-appeared,  a.d.  1528;  and  finally,  the  fifth 
time  in  a.d.  1551,  the  intervals  being  21,  11,  11,  and  23  years 
between  the  visitations. 

London  suffered  from  other  pestilential  epidemics  in  the  years 
1592,  1608, 1 025, 1636,  and  1665  ;  and  the  work  of  Dr.  Tralles, 
published  in  1753,  proves  that  a  disease  exactly  corresponding 
to  the  Cholera  which  traversed  Europe  during  the  years  1848 
and  1849,  carried  off  great  numbers  in  1670  and  1699. 

A  fearful  epidemic,  apparently  identical  with  oriental  plague. 
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almost  depopulated  Europe  a.d.  1349 — a  similar  disease  re- 
appeared in  1499,  and  lastly  in  1665. 

The  plague  of  1655  appears  to  have  passed  over  nearly  the 
same  track  as  the  Cholera  of  1832  and  1849.  Pepys,  in  his 
diary,  shews  that  it  had  appeared  in  Holland  at  least  a  year 
before  it  made  its  appearance  in  London,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  it  ravaged  many  other  parts  of  England  in  that 
same  year. 

Pepys  mentions  an  eccentricity  in  the  course  of  the  plague  of 
1665  which  has  often  been  remarked  as  attending  the  progress 
of  Cholera,  viz. — that  in  the  small  town  of  Fetersfield  in  Hamp* 
sbire,  the  plague  was  confined  to  one  side  of  the  street  of  which 
Fetersfield  then  consisted,  the  opposite  side  being  exempt  from 
the  pestilence. 

Cholera  which  passed  over  Europe  in  1832  was  by  many  sup- 
posed to  have  originated  on  the  frontiers  of  China  in  1817,  and  to 
have  travelled  in  a  irregular  north-westerly  direction  till  it  reached 
this  country ;  and  whether  this  opinion  be  true  or  erroneous,  it 
is  remarkable  that  the  deadly  pestilence  of  1349  (called  the 
black  death)  was  also  at  the  time  supposed  to  have  commenced 
in  the  kingdom  of  Cathay,  to  the  north  of  China,  in  the  year 
1333,  and  to  have  spread  westerly  till  it  reached  Constantinople 
A.D.  1347;  France,  Italy,  and  Spain  a.d.  1348;  and  England 
1849, — appearing  first  in  Dorsetshire,  extending  thence  north- 
ward till  it  reached  Scotland,  then  passing  over  to  Norway,  and 
finally  reaching  Bussia  and  Foland  in  1350,  where  three- fourths 
of  the  entire  population  are  said  to  have  perished. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  the  proximate  cause  of 
nearly  all  these  epidemics  is  the  inhalation  by  the  lungs  of 
specific  subtle  poisons  under  some  unknown  conditions  of  recep- 
tivity, and  which  are  difiused  through  the  circulation;  the  pheno- 
mena of  each  disease  being  violent  efibrts  of  nature  to  rid 
herself  of  them  through  the  skin,  or  by  the  secretions  of  the 
abdominal  viscera ;  and  if  this  be  the  cose,  I  venture  to  ofier  a 
speculation  as  to  the  origin  of  these  poisons.  While  Cholera 
prevailed,  observations  of  the  electrical  state  of  the  atmosphere 
were  frequently  made  in  England,  the  result  of  which  shewed 
that  no  peculiarity  of  atmospheric  electricity  could  have  had  any 
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relation  to  the  disease ;  and,  indeed,  this  might  have  been  fore- 
seen, seeing  that  it  prevailed  in  every  possible  variety  of  weather 
— ^in  summer,  in  winter,  within  the  tropics,  and  amid  the  snows 
of  Bussia. 

I  am  inclined  to  attribute  the  cause  of  this  disease  to  a 
telluric  origin,  and  suggest  that  this  might  consist  in  an  elec- 
tric current  traversing  the  crust  of  the  earth  near  its  surfiaoe, 
and  producing  a  specific  miasm  in  the  following  manner: — 
We  know  that  Cyanogen,  Frussic  Acid,  Strychnine,  Morphine, 
Picrotoxine,  and  other  active  vegetable  principles  are  com- 
pounds of  the  four  elementary  gases  —  Oxygen,  Hydrogen, 
Carbon  and  Nitrogen,  chemically  united  in  various  different 
proportions,  each  possessing  widely  different  properties;  the 
vegetable  electricity  of  the  laurel,  the  Strychnos  Nux 
Vomica,  the  Poppy,  the  Cocculus  Indicus,  the  Cinchona  Offici- 
nalis, each  acting  on  these  elements  during  the  growth  of  the 
plants  to  elaborate  their  several  active  principles,  by  combining 
these  elements  in  various  definite  proportions;  a  minute  variety 
in  these  proportions  being  productive  of  vastly  differing  proper- 
ties in  the  vegetable  principles.     For  example — 

Quinine  is  composed  of    ....  C**  H^  O  •  N 

Strychnine C»  H^*  0»N 

Morphine  C*  H»  O^N 

Picrotoxine    C«  H^  0»N 

Hydrocyanic  Acid C*  H   —    N 

It  is  suggested  that  the  specific  or  peculiar  miasms  of  certain 
epidemics  are  generated  in  a  manner  analogous  to  these  active 
vegetable  principles ;  they  may  (some  of  them)  be  inodo- 
rous ;  or  perceptible  to  the  sense  of  smell  if  the  combination 
contain  an  atom  or  so  of  sulphur  or  carbon. 

When  the  atmosphere  is  polluted  by  sulphuretted  or  oarbu- 
retted  hydrogen,  I  suppose  a  set  of  symptoms  peculiar  to  each 
of  these  gases  would  be  produced  on  the  animal  economy ;  and 
if  any  new  chemical  compound  of  two  or  more  of  the  gases,  0. 
H.  N.  and  O.  of  poisonous  quality  is  formed,  it  would  produce 
also  its  own  peculiar  effects  on  the  animal  system.  A  current 
of  electricity  of  definite  tension  or  quantity  passing  through 
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these  gases  when  in  a  state  of  simple  mixture,  might  cause  their 
chemical  union,  and  thus  the  production  of  a  specific  miasm. 
So»  in  swampy   distriotSy   the   electricity   accompanying  the 
son's  iayB>  or  the  ordinary  electricity  of  a  heated  atmosphere 
may  aet  on  the  gaseoas  elements  evolyed  by  the  swamp,  and 
cause  the  chemical  union  of  two  or  more  of  them  in  certain 
definite  pitqK>rtions,  the  result  being  a  peculiar  volatile  poison 
dilSeolt  or  impossible  to  obtain  by  analysis,  because  it  is  com- 
posed of  the  same  elements  as  the  atmospheric  air  which  holds 
it  in  solution — the  quantity  of  carbon  or  hydrogen  requisite  to 
impart  a  poisonous  property  to  the  nitrogen  being  so  infinitesi- 
mal 88  to  escape  detection ;  for,  it  is  stated,  that  the  analysis  of 
air  brought  firom'the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  that  from  the 
most  pestilential  marsh,  has  shewn  each  to  consist  apparently  of 
precisely  the  same  proportions  of  Oxygen  and  Nitrogen.     Such 
a  poison  as  this  may  occasion   the  phenomena  of  remittent 
fever,  the  cause  of  its  formation  being  always  at  work  at  certain 
seasons  in  particular  localities.     But  if  in  some  especial  year  a 
stream  of  electricity  be  supposed  to  traverse  the  crust  of  the 
earth,  either  of  greater  or  less  tension,  or  of  more  or  less  power 
than  that  which  elaborates  the  poison  of  marsh  fever,  then  it 
may  cause  the  chemical  union  of  two  or  more  of  these  gases  in 
8ome  new  definite  proportions,  the  product  of  which  may  be  a 
poiaon  or  miasm  infinitely  more  pernicious  than  that  of  marsh 
Duasma,  e.g,  the  miasm  of  Cholera,  or  the  pestilence  of  1 349,  the 
materials  for  which  are  constantly  at  hand  wherever  cesspools, 
drains,  &o.  are  near.     Some  such  cause  as  an  electrical  current 
xuiiat  have  operated  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1849, 
'becanse  in  previous  years  the  drains,  cesspools,  and  putrid 
graveyards  of  London  emitted  their  effluvia  (unattended  by 
diolera),  which  remained  comparatively  inert  because  dissipated 
msoA  scattered  in  the  state  of  simple  mixture. 

When  Cholera  prevailed  in  1849  on  the  south-side  of  the 
tThames,  I  was  struck  with  the  remarkable  track  in  which  it  fre- 
quently appeared  to  pass  and  re-pass ; — ^it  often  seemed  suddenly 
«Dd  simultaneously  to  spread  in  streams  down  particular  streets, 
«nd  when  one  of  these  streets  abutted  on  another  (which  crossed 
it)  the  exciting  cause  seemed  to  pass  through  the  house  which 
8tood  in  its  way,  perhaps  attacking  one  or  more  individuals  in 
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it,  and  then  continuing  its  course  in  the  same  direction.  In 
other  places  the  stream  appeared  to  cross  certain  streets,  passing 
from  one  house  to  that  which  faced  it  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  way.  Some  of  the  worst  cases  of  cholera  occurred  in  indivi- 
duals who  slept  on  the  ground  floor,  which  seemed  to  indicate  that 
there  they  had  inhaled  the  miasm  in  its  more  concentrated  state. 

The  causes  of  this  and  certain  other  epidemics  and  endemics 
being  thus  attributed  to  the  presence  of  some  specific  poison 
circulating  in  the  system,  the  phenomena  of  each  disease  maybe 
supposed  to  be  nothing  more  than  efforts  of  nature  (manifested 
with  greater  or  less  violence,  according  to  the  different  idiosyn- 
crasies, the  variable  quantity  of  the  poison  imbibed,  or  the 
receptivity  of  particular  constitutions  to  its  action,  &c.)  to  rid 
the  system  of  an  obnoxious  principle — which  phenomena  will  be 
various  as  the  exciting  causes  are  various.  The  buboes  of 
plague — the  perspiration  of  sweating  sickness — ^the  paroxysms 
of  intermittent  fever — the  eruption  of  small  pox — ^the  rice-water 
purging  and  vomiting  of  cholera  being  efforts  of  nature,  differ- 
ently directed,  to  eject  some  morbific  agent  from  the  System; 
and,  perhaps,  the  flocculent  deposit  in  the  serous  fluid  ejected 
from  the  bowels  in  the  case  of  cholera  may  be  the  poison  itself 
in  a  state  of  combination  with  particles  of  this  fluid.  It  seems 
obvious  that  in  different  idiosyncrasies  there  are  different  degrees 
of  receptivity  to  the  action  of  the  cholera  miasm ;  but  what 
these  conditions  are  it  is  hard  to  imagine,  seeing  that  robust 
men  and  delicate  women  of  various  temperaments,  habits»  &c. 
suffered  firom  the  disease,  while  others  residing  under  the  same 
roof,  or  sleeping  in  the  same  bed,  escaped  with  impunity.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  also  that  thousands  of  persons  have  been  freely 
exposed  to  the  cause  (whatever  that  may  be)  without  experiencing 
any  effect. 

In  all  the  dissections  of  cholera  subjects  made  by  lizais 
of  Edinburgh,  the  semilunar  ganglia  and  the  splanchnic  nerves 
were  found  more  or  less  inflamed  and  enlarged,  which  would 
seem  to  shew,  that  by  some  especial  instinct,  the  nerves 
supplying  the  abdominal  viscera  had  been  excited  to  violent 
action,  the  spasms  and  cramps  of  the  extremities  being  sympa- 
thetic with  this  source  of  irritation  :  the  object  of  nature  being 
to  evacuate  the  poison  along  with  inordinate  secretions  firom  the 
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mncous  coat  of  the  alimentary  canal,  as  in  the  sweating  sick- 
ness it  was  her  purpose  to  eject  another  poison  by  excessive 
perspiration. 

With  respect  to  the  contagious  or  non-contagious  properties 
of  cholera,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  disease  is  communicable 
from  a  sufferer  in  any  stage  of  the  disease  anterior  to,  or  during 
the  state  of  collapse ;  but  two  cases  which  I  happened  to  witness 
excited  strong  suspicions,  that  when  the  state  of  collapse  is  passed, 
and  the  pecuUar  typhoid  symptoms  (which  sometimes  succeed) 
have  continued  some  time,  the  disease  is  communicable  to  an 
apparently  healthy  subject,  under  some  unknown  conditions  of 
receptivity.  Both  these  cases  were  those  of  middle-aged 
females,  who  had  performed  the  ofi&ce  of  "laying  out"  the 
corpses  of  two  patients  who  had  died  after  a  continuance  of  12 
and  16  days  of  typhoid  fever  succeeding  collapse;  each  of 
these  women  had  "  laid  out "  a  corpse  about  6  p.  M.,  and 
each  of  them  was  seized  suddenly  with  collapse  about  10.30 
p.  M.  on  the  same  night :  one  of  them  died  in  less  than  24 
hours ;  the  other  recovered  without  suffering  any  typhoid  fever ; 
and  it  was  remarkable  that  this  woman  was  subsequently 
seized  every  8rd  evening  about  10.30  p.m.  for  three  or  four 
times  with  the  coldness,  faintness,  nausea,  and  sinking  at  the 
epigastrium,  which  characterized  the  first  attack;  the  symptoms 
becoming  weaker  and  of  less  importance  on  each  successive 
occasion. 

As  regards  the  prognosis ;  if  the  disease  is  merely  the  effect  of 
a  poison  imbibed,  I  think  it  must  always  be  difficult  to  foresee 
how  the  state  of  collapse  will  terminate,  because  it  is  impossible 
to  know  the  quantity  of  the  morbific  matter  which  the  system 
of  the  patient  has  to  reject ;  and  I  suppose  that  the  secretions 
from  the  alimentary  canal  will  continue  to  be  poured  out  until 
the  whole  of  the  poison  has  been  purged  &om  the  blood,  his  re- 
covery depending  on  the  powers  of  his  constitution  to  withstand 
the  greater  or  less  depletion  attending  this  purgation.  All  the 
fatal  terminations  I  witnessed  during  collapse  happened  (with 
one  exception)  to  delicate,  fragile  females ;  those  cases  where 
men  are  suddenly  struck  down  by  cholera,  and  die  almost  im- 
mediately, may,  perhaps,  be  accounted  for,  on  the  supposition 
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that  the  patients  had  inhaled  a  dose  of  the  specific  poison  suffi- 
ciently large  to  overpower  the  nervous  energy  at  once^  and 
before  nature  could  set  up  the  attempt  to  eject  it,  by  putting 
the  appropriate  nerves  to  their  task  of  instituting  an  abundant 
depletory  process. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  progress  of  the  disease  seemed  to 
be  as  follows: — ^The  patient  first  notices  a  rumbling  in  the 
bowels,  with  a  feeling  as  if  yeast  were  fermenting  in  them, 
sometimes  this  is  attended  with  a  little  pain  or  griping — ^he  feels 
thirsty,  and  complains  of  a  peculiar  sinking  at  the  epigastrium, 
as  if  the  stomach  were  empty  and  required  food,  nevertheless 
he  has  little  or  no  appetite,  then  he  begins  to  feel  slight  nausea 
and  faintness,  or  heartburn,  and  the  sensation  of  fermentation 
increases,  accompanied  by  diarrhoea — the  tongue  is  whitish  and 
flabby,  and  feels  cold  to  the  touch,  or  it  is  alternately  cold  and 
warm  every  five  minutes.  This  state  of  things  may  continue 
from  three  or  four  hours  to  as  many  days  before  actual  collapse 
takes  place ;  then  rice  water  purging  commences,  with  more  or 
less  abundance,  and  vomiting  of  fluid  resembling  thin  gruel  or 
infusion  of  tea — slight  twitches  of  cramps  in  the  calves  of  the 
legs  soon  extend  to  the  muscles  of  the  trunk,  and  to  the  fingers 
or  toes  ;  as  the  serous  evacuations  proceed,  the  skin  of  the  &ce 
and  neck  (sometimes  of  nearly  the  whole  body)  becomes  of  a 
brown  or  full  indigo  colour,  the  one  alternating  with  the  other 
like  ''  the  dissolving  views,"  from  indigo  to  a  darkish  mahogany, 
the  surface  icy  cold,  and  bedewed  with  cold  perspiration ;  the  tongue 
and  breath  cold ;  the  secretion  of  urine  suppressed ;  the  patient  in 
a  hoarse  and  scarcely  audible  whisper,  complains  of  intensely 
painful  oppression  in  the  cardiac  and  epigastric  regions — ^the 
eyes  are  deeply  sunken,  thirst  intense,  the  pulse,  and  even  the 
beating  of  the  heart  imperceptible ;  and  the  patient  thus  sinks 
lower  and  lower,  till  his  recovery  seems  to  be  quite  hopeless. 
If  the  case  is  to  terminate  favourably,  the  purging,  vomiting,  and 
cramps  now  subside,  and  he  remains  for  several  hours  balancing  (as 
it  were)  between  life  and  death — sometimes  apparently  insensible 
— ^then  the  skin  begins  to  resume  its  natural  appearance,  and  to 
lose  its  inelastic  corpse-like  consistence ;  the  pulse  is  perceptible, 
like  a  thread,  and  the  patient  perhaps  voids  a  small  quantity  of 
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urine ;  the  8ar£Etce  slowly  becomes  warm ;  the  tongae  warm ; 
Ae  counteiiance  more  natural ;  and  the  patient  may  now  rapidly 
convalesce^  constipation  taking  the  place  of  the  former  violent 
purging.  But»  instead  of  this  happy  termination  of  the  disease, 
typhoid  symptoms  of  peculiar  character  may  immediately  super- 
vene ;  the  tongue  will  continue  more  or  less  furred,  (generally 
loaded  and  flabby) ;  the  rice  water  dejections  may  be  succeeded 
by  a  scanty  foetid  diarrhoea,  like  thin  pea  soup ;  or  purging  and 
vomiting  of  thin  grass  green  liquid,  accompanied  by  intolerable 
sinking  pain  at  the  epigastrium,  restlessness,  delirium,  or  coma ; 
the  skin  however  is  generally  cool,  and  the  pulse  slow  and 
marked ;  the  tongue  becomes  dry  and  glazed,  and  ten  or  twelve 
days  will  decide  the  fate  of  the  patient. 

The  homoeopathic  treatment  of  Cholera  has  been  so  often  de- 
scribed, that  a  brief  outline  only  need  here  be  given  : — gtt.  j.  to 
gtt  iij.  of  a  saturated  Spirit  of  Camphor  should  be  administered 
in  a  little  water,  every  five  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  during  that 
stage  of  the  disease,  which  extends  from  the  first  premonitory 
symptoms  until  collapse  is  about  to  set  in;  repeated  small  doses 
of  Camphor  in  a  teaspoonfiil  of  water  will  be  found  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  disease  entirely,  and  quickly,  in  a  great  number 
of  cases ;  But  if  the  patient  has  been  suddenly  overtaken  by 
urgent  symptoms,  with  his  stomach  full  of  food,  the  best  thing 
that  can  be  done  is  to  expedite  the  evacuation  of  this  food  by 
vomiting,  which  is  no  easy  matter,  as  the  retching  and  vomiting 
of  tea-like  fluid  may  continue  a  considerable  time,  while  the  solid 
oontents  of  the  stomach  obstinately  retain  their  place ;  a  copious 
draught  of  weakly  camphorated  tepid  water  is  perhaps  the  best 
emetic  in  this  case ;  and  when  the  stomach  is  completely  eva- 
coated^  three  or  four  drops  of  Tinct  Pulsatilla,  8rd  dilution, 
ahoold  be  given  in  quick  succession,  previous  to  the  exhibition 
of  Arsenicum  and  Yeratrum.     When  permanent  coldness  of  the 
tongue  and  surface  sets  in,  accompanied  by  rice-water  purging. 
Camphor  will,  I  think,  be  found  of  little  use,  and  recourse  should 
be  had  to  Arsenicum  and  Yeratrum,  in  doses  of  a  drop  of  the 
did  dilation,  alternately,  every  five  minutes ;  should  there  be  in- 
^cations  of  cyanosis  and  sinking  of  the  pulse,  then  Digitalis  (a 
i^medy  I  believe  first  suggested  by  Dr.  Curie)  should  be  alter- 


222  Dr.  KeUall 

nated  with  Arsenicum^  ^fiih  of  a  drop  of  the  mother  tincture  of 
Digitalis  heing  followed  by  a  drop  of  the  Srd  dilution  of  Arseni- 
cum  after  an  interval  of  five  minutes ;  and  this  again  in  five 
minutes  by  a  drop  of  the  12th  dilution  of  Digitalis — and  so  on. 
I  have  seen  several  cases  wherein  Digitalis  thus  given  seemed  to 
have  been  the  cause  of  good  efiects  which  followed  in  the  coarse 
of  three  or  four  hours,  but  it  is  remarkable  that  as  soon  as  reac- 
tion set  in,  the  patients  evinced  a  decided  preference  for  the 
vessel  which  contained  Arsenicum  3,  without  being  able  to 
assign  any  other  reason  for  this  preference  than  that  they  thought 
that  was  the  medicine  which  gave  most  relief,  though  none  of 
them  could  distinguish  any  difference  in  the  taste  of  the  three 
medicines.  I  must  also  mention,  that  in  one  remarkable  case, 
which  was  treated  with  DigitaUs,  a  sinapism  placed  over  the 
cardiac  region  seemed  to  have  assisted  in  restoring  the  action  of 
the  heart;  the  patient  was  an  aged  woman  {Mt,  72),  abandoned 
as  hopeless  by  two  allopathic  practitioners,  after  plying  her  with 
brandy,  calomel,  &c.,  and  when  I  first  saw  her,  was  blue,  per- 
fectly motionless,  and  the  whole  body  bedewed  with  icy  cold 
perspiration,  without  the  sUghtest  trace  of  pulse  or  motion  of 
the  heart.  In  about  three  hours  complete  reaction  set  in,  and 
being  compelled  to  quit  the  patient  for  awhile,  the'  two  allopa- 
thists  were  recalled  in  the  interval,  who  immediately  recommenced 
"throwing  in  "  Calomel,  gr.  iij.  every  ten  minutes,  and  washing 
it  down  with  brandy.  I  heard  the  result  afterwards,  viz.,  that 
she  lived  four  days,  and  then  expired. 

There  is  one  point  of  vital  importance  to  the  patient  throngh- 
out  the  treatment  of  Cholera,  on  which  too  much  stress  cannot 
be  laid,  viz.,  the  absolute  necessity  of  total  abstinence  from  every 
kind  of  food,  firom  the  first  moment  the  premonitory  symptoms 
of  cholera  are  manifested,  until  decided  convalescence  is  appa- 
rent, which  will  be  known  by  the  tongue  beginning  to  assume  a 
natural  appearance — because  throughout  every  stage  of  this 
disease,  from  the  premonitory  diarrhoea  to  collapse,  tmd  through- 
out the  typhoid  state  which  too  often  succeeds,  the  digestive 
function  is  totally  suspended,  the  nausea,  rigors,  disgust  at  the 
sight  of  food,  and  the  rapid  passage  of  undigested  aliment,  &c., 
through  the  intestines,  are  sufficient  indications  of  the  state  of 
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the  alimentary  apparatus  at  the  commencement  6i  an  attack  of 
cholera ;  and  during  the  state  of  collapse  and  subsequent  typhus, 
the  cold  white  tongue,  or  bilious  vomiting,  are  sufficient  guides 
to  the  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  it  is  as  absurd  as  it  is 
pernicious  to  attempt  to  force  nutrition  while  this  state  of  things 
continues ;  for  as  nothing  which  is  introduced  into  the  alimentary 
canal  can  be  assimilated,  food  must  act  only  as  an  additional 
cause  of  irritation,  and  aggravate  the  mischief  already  going  on. 
While  the  disease  is  progressing  towards  the  state  of  collapse, 
the  patient  will  suffer  firom  insatiable  thirst,  and  heartburn,  and 
the  feeling  of  loss  of  appetite  will  degenerate  to  an  intense  feeling 
of  sinking  at  the  epigastrium,  which  increases  till  it  amounts  to 
perfect  anguish,  a  sensation  which  the  patient  mistakes  for  the 
^angs  of  hunger,  and  which  is  probably  owing  to  some  morbid 
condition  of  the  nerves  composing  the  solar  plexus ;  sometimes 
an  intelligent  patient  is  aware  that  this  feeling  is  not  hunger, 
and  yet  he  will  imploringly  demand  oranges,  apples,  ginger  beer, 
milk^  broth,  &c.,  and  if  these  be  given  to  him  they  will  aggravate 
his  sufferings  by  increasing  the  purging  and  vomiting,  and 
anguish  at  the  epigastrium  ;  they  must  be  denied  and  withheld 
from  him  with  firmness,  a  teaspoonful  of  cold  water  only  being 
allowed  him  every  few  minutes,  besides  his  teaspoonful  of  medi- 
dne,  the  stomach  being  thus  kept  as  empty  as  possible,  in  order 
to  have  the  digestive  organs  in  a  state  of  rest.  And  here  it  may 
be  remarked,  that  if  these  observations  on  the  atony  of  the  di- 
gestive apparatus  be  true,  and  that  the  presence  of  a  little  weak 
aliment  in  the  stomach  is  prejudicial,  what  must  be  the  effects 
of  the  allopathic  drugs  which  are  so  liberally  given  for  the  cure 
of  cholera  ?  if  light  nutriment  cannot  be  digested,  how  much 
leSB  can  chalk  mixture,  turpentine,  and  such  like,  be  borne  by  the 
morbid  stomach  and  bowels :  herein  consists  one  of  the  principal 
merits  of  homoeopathy,  that  with  whatever  benefit  it  confers  on 
the  patient,  it  does  not  increase  his  danger  by  aggravating  the 
atonic  condition  of  his  stomach  and  bowels.  Post-mortem  ex- 
aminations of  subjects  who  have  died  in  the  typhoid  stage  show 
that  the  mucous  coat  of  the  bowels  is  diseased,  and  the  mesenteric 
glands  enlarged,  and  therefore  it  is  obvious  that  in  such  a  state, 
digestion  and  assimilation  of  food  is  impossible,  to  feed  the  pa- 
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tient  is  consequently  only  to  present  a  mechanical  canse  of 
aggravation  to  the  organic  mischief  already  commenced,  and 
hasten  his  end^  or  destroy  his  only  chance  of  recovery ;  while 
total  abstinence  will  afford  that  rest  to  the  diseased  tissues  which 
alone  can  enable  the  vital  power  to  rectify  the  injury  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane.  I  have  witnessed  the  recovery  of  several 
patients  who  were  falling  into  this  dangerous  (typhoid)  state,  by 
keeping  them  entirely  without  food  (in  one  instance  for  thirteen 
days) ;  they  all  suffered  that  painful  sinking  at  the  epigastrium, 
so  characteristic  of  the  disease,  and  craved  more  or  less  for 
*'  victuals,"  but  when,  after  a  long  fast,  the  tongue  began  to  as- 
sume a  more  natural  appearance,  indicative  of  a  return  of  some 
tonicity  to  the  stomach,  this  morbid  craving  subsided,  the 
patients  very  contentedly  desiring  only  the  small  quantities  of 
beef  tea,  which  were  cautiously  and  gradually  allowed,  according 
to  the  well  known  rule  of  giving  but  small  quantities  of  such 
diet  to  persons  whose  bodily  powers  are  brought  to  a  low  ebb  by 
adversity  and  starvation. 

The  theory  of  the  homceopathic  treatment  of  cholera  cannot 
be  explained  more  satisfactorily  than  the  same  treatment  as 
applied  in  the  cure  of  other  maladies.  The  homoeopathist  can 
only  be  guided  in  the  administration  of  Arsenicum,  Yeratrum, 
&c.,  &c.,  by  the  totality  of  symptoms  presented  while  he  waits 
for  the  consummation  of  the  efforts  of  nature,  during  the  trying 
period  in  which  she  is  engaged  in  a  very  expensive  process. 
The  value  of  camphor  in  this  disease  may,  however,  depend  on 
the  property  it  may  possess  as  an  antidote  to  the  miasm,  whose 
power  it  may  destroy,  if  used  before  the  natural  efforts  have 
been  compelled  to  resort  to  this  expensive  process ;  but  however 
this  may  be,  the  result  of  the  similia  similibus  system  of  treat- 
ment is  proved  by  credible  reports  from  every  part  of  Europe 
and  America  to  be  that  which  is  attended  by  the  largest  per 
centage  of  recoveries,  while  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  under 
allopathic  treatment,  the  drugs  so  liberally  poured  into  the 
stomachs  of  cholera  patients,  in  very  many  instances  destroyed 
their  only  chance.  It  is  not  easy  to  perceive  why  chalk  mixture 
should  be  expected  to  arrest  this  disease,  seeing  that  it  is  not  an 
acid  secretion  of  the  intestinal  canal,  which  is  its  exciting  cause. 
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PowezM  opiates  fSuled  even  to  alleviate  the  spasms  in  nearly 
every  instance  in  which  I  saw  them  used.  Mther  was  equally 
valnelees  to  stop  the  rapid  progress  of  collapse ;  and  the  much 
bepraised  mercnrial  treatment  is  pure  empiricism.  I  happen  to 
know  a  lady  who  was  accidentally  thrown  into  a  state  of  severe 
mercurial  salivation  while  cholera  was  prevalent,  and  when  the 
ptyalism  was  at  its  height,  she  was  suddenly  attacked  by  cholera, 
which  proceeded  to  an  extreme  state  of  collapse.  Another  pa- 
tient* (a  man)  who  had  been  salivated  for  ten  days,  still  continued 
to  Boffor,  not  only  from  retching  and  green  purging  every  half- 
hour,  bat  the  cramps  had  not  ceased ;  and  though  taking  an 
abundant  daily  allowance  of  rice,  sago,  &c.,  was  rapidly  losing 
flesh  and  strength — on  stopping  his  allowance  of  food  in  toto, 
the  cramps  shortly  disappeared  after  he  had  vomited  a  hard  ball 
of  inspissated  food,  the  irritation  caused  by  this  hardened  mass 
being  no  doubt  the  cause  of  the  cramps,  after  which  he  abso- 
lately  gained  strength  on  no  diet  at  all;  observing  a  rigid 
hat  of  four  days  the  stomach  and  bowels  became  tranquil,  and 
the  tongue  beginning  to  assume  a  natural  appearance,  single 
teaspoonfols  of  beef  tea  were  allowed  at  a  time,  on  which  he 
throve,  and  soon  convalesced.  Besides  this  man  I  saw  five  or 
six  other  patients  who  had  escaped  death  during  the  state  of 
collapse,  and  were  in  a  state  of  severe  ptyalism,  in  whom  the 
symptoms  were  just  exactly  the  same  as  they  were  in  others  who 
had  taken  no  mercury  at  all,  that  is,  they  continued  to  vomit 
fanght  green  fluid,  or  had  dirty  thin  diarrhoea — extreme  prostra- 
tion, and  superadded  to  these,  the  misery  of  salivation. 

The  following  case  of  Asiatic  cholera  treated  homoeopathically, 
will  serve  to  confirm  the  recommendation  above  given  as  to 
total  abstinence  firom  food  during  the  course  of  the  disease. 

Case  I. 

Samuel  Bee,  »t  80,  11,  Kent-place,  Eent-road,  boot  and 
dioe  maker. 

The  patient  had  recently  attended  the  funerals  of  several  per- 
sons who  had  died  of  cholera. 

•  Vide  p.  231. 
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August  19th,  1840. — He  came  to  my  house  about  9,  p.m., 
having  walked  a  distance  of  nearly  half-a-mile,  complaining  of 
diarrhoea.  He  stated  that  two  days  previously  he  was  suddenly 
seized  vrith  nausea  and  faintness  while  standing  over  the  grave 
in  which  a  cholera  subject  was  being  interred,  and  that  his 
bowels  had  shortly  afterwards  felt  uncomfortable ;  he  was  di- 
rected to  take  a  few  doses  of  Camphorated  Spirits,  (gtt.  iij.  every 
half-hour,)  and  total  abstinence  from  food  was  recommended. 

August  20  th,  11,  a.m. — He  returned  again,  saying  that  the 
purging  had  rather  increased,  and  that  he  had  had  six  watery 
motions  during  the  morning,  of  a  leaden  colour,  attended  by 
slight  griping  pain,  nausea,  and  loss  of  appetite ;  he  is  chilly 
and  low  spirited. 

Pr, — ^Veratrum  gtt.  iij.  of  the  8rd  dilution. 
Arsenic,  gtt.  iij.  drd  dilution. 
One  sixth  to  be  taken  alternately  every  hour. 
August  21  St — Purging  undiminished,  stools  watery,  slightly 
tinged  yellow,  constant  thirst. 

Pr. — Chamomilla,  gtt  '/j — ^Arsenic,  gtt.  '/a, 
One  sixth  alternately  every  hour. 

August  22nd. — He  is  less  purged^  (only  twice  since  last  re- 
port) feels  better  when  walking  or  moving  about  at  his  work 
than  when  sitting ;  complains  of  faintness  and  weakness ;  sink- 
ing at  the  epigastrium  ;  tongue  coated  brown ;  pulse  small  and 
weak ;  shooting  frontal  headache ;  intense  thirst ;  disgusted  at 
the  sight  of  food ;  fermentation,  or  ''  rumbling  and  tumbling" 
sensation  in  the  bowels. 

Puis.  gtt.  «/s— China,  gtt.  »/», 
The  sixth  part  of  each  medicine  to  be  taken  alternately, 

every  two  hours. 

9  p.  m. — He  came  to  my  house  very  low  spirited ;  had  been 
purged  five  times  during  the  day ;  motions  thin,  dark,  and 
bilious:  painful  sinking  at  the  epigastrium;  faintness,  nausea, 
and  disposition  to  retch ;  tongue  cold. 

Pr, — Camphor  gtt.  v.  and  half-an-hour  afterwards,  to 

recommence  taking  Veratrum  and  Arsenicum, 

Half  a  drop  of  the  3rd  dilution  every  hour. 
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Until  to  night  he  has  continued  at  his  usual  avocation.  After 
taking  Camphor  he  went  home  and  drank  a  cup  of  beef  tea. 

August  2drd. — ^At  1  a.  m.  I  was  called  to  see  him,  and  found 
him  in  a  very  restless  state,  and  much  alarmed — ^retching,  and 
complaining  of  a  heavy  load  at  the  epigastrium,  as  if  there  were 
something  which  needed  to  be  ejected  from  the  stomach.  (A 
tomblerfdl  of  tepid  Camphorated  water  being  now  given,  returned 
almost  unchanged).  He  had  been  purged  several  times  since 
I  saw  him  at  9  p.  m.  last  night,  and  though  his  skin  was  warm, 
his  wife  stated  that  when  I  was  sent  for,  he  bad  suddenly  become 
eold  and  fiiint,  she  had  placed  a  sinapism  on  the  pit  of  his 
stomach  ;  his  pulse  was  84  and  tolerably  strong. 

The  prominent  symptom  being  nausea  and  vomiting  of  light 
tea  ooloored  fluid,  one  drop  of  Ipecac.  3rd  dilution,  was  given  to 
him  every  five  minutes  for  about  an  hour,  then  the  interval 
was  prolonged  to  ten  minutes  between  the  doses,  and  I  left 
him^  at  8,  15  a.  m.  apparently  much  relieved.  During  these  two 
hours  his  tongue  and  extremities  became  cold  and  warm  alter- 
oately  evory  five  or  six  minutes,  and  once  he  passed  a  few  drops 
of  urine;   motions  watery,  slightly   tinged  yellow;   constant 
oozing  of  thin  mucus  from  the  nose ;  excessive  rumbling  in  the 
bowelB ;  he  says  that  the  pain  in  his  epigastrium  is  '*  like  the 
gastrio  joioe  corroding  the  inner  coat  of  his  stomach."    A  sup- 
ply of  Arsenicum  and  Yeratrum  was  left  with  him,  and  he  was 
directed  to  take  the  medicines  alternately  every  ten  minutes ;  a 
bottle  of  hot  water  was  applied  to  his  feet,  but  he  disliked  the 
Upplioation. 

At  7  a.  m.  (Aug.  2drd)  I  found  him  in  much  the  same  state 
Bb  before,  but  more  restless,  and  incessantly  asking  for  water, 
^nd  milk  and  water ;  but  his  wife  having  been  cautioned  to  give 
liim  nothing  but  frequently  repeated  teuspoonfuls  of  pure 
Matsr,  as  yet  he  has  had  nothing  else.  He  occasionally  vomits 
about  f  I  iss;  to  f  ^  ij.  of  fluid  like  thick  barley  water ;  the  dejec- 
tions from  the  bowels  are  copious,  colourless,  and  deposit  a  little 
^ivbite  flooculent  sediment ;  his  tongue  becomes  cold  and  warm 
alternately  every  few  minutes. 

1  a.  m. — Since  7  a.  m.  he  has  been  taking  Arsenicum  and 
Veratrum  alternately,  in  doses  of  one  drop  of  the  tinctures  of  the 

q2 
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3rd  dilution,  the  doses  being  once  or  twice  varied  by  globules  of 
the  same  medicines  of  the  12th  potency,  and  twice  be  took 
Jatropha  Curcas,  '/s,  without  any  apparent  alteration  of  his 
symptoms  till  about  a  half-an-hour  ago,  when  his  wife,  over- 
come by  his  urgent  entreaties,  gave  him  some  milk  and  water, 
in  order  (she  said)  that  he  might  have  something  to  retch  upon. 
In  a  few  minutes  after  he  had  swallowed  a  glass  of  milk  and 
watery  he  was  seized  for  the  first  time  with  cramps  in  the  legs 
and  feet ;  the  rice-water  purging  is  now  incessant ;  his  efforts  to 
vomit  and  anguish  at  the  epigastrium  are  painful  to  witness; 
his  eyes  are  deeply  sunken;  countenance  much  shrunk  and 
altered ;  the  skin  of  his  face  and  neck  alternately  indigo  and 
dark  brown ;  tongue  and  skin  permanently  cold,  the  latter  be- 
dewed with  cold  sweat;  his  voice  a  hoarse  and  scarcely  audible 
whisper ;  pulse  nearly  extinct.  About  an  hour  after  drinking 
the  milk  he  vomited  it,  curdled  in  small,  hard  lumps  about  the 
size  of  large  peas,  and  said  that  he  felt  much  relieved.  Soon 
after  this  the  countenance  began  to  look  more  natural,  and  the 
cramps  ceased ;  he  then  resumed  the  alternate  use  of  Arsenicum 
and  Veratrum,  one  drop  every  ten  minutes,  until  nearly  6  p.  m., 
when  the  anguish  caused  by  the  sinking  sensation  and  gnawing 
at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  appeared  to  become  intolerable ;  he 
evinced  great  horror  of  his  dangerous  condition,  and,  tossing 
from  one  side  to  the  other  incessantly,  begged  earnestly  for 
''nourishment;''  and  though  warned  by  the  results  of  drink- 
ing milk  only  a  few  hours  previously,  declared  he  should  expire 
if  something  were  not  given  him.  A  brother  of  the  patient  had 
just*  arrived  from  the  country,  and  forthwith  joined  in  the 
clamour  by  insisting  that  his  demand  for  ''  victuals  "  should  be 
acceded  to ;  it  was  difficult  to  withstand  the  entreaties  of  the 
bystanders — but  as,  among  other  things,  the  patient  asked  for 
brandy  and  water,  it  was  suggested  to  the  brother,  that  an  ex- 
periment should  first  be  made  by  giving  him  a  small  quantity, 
in  order  that  he  might  be  convinced  that  even  this  would  be 
pernicious;  two  teaspoonfuls  of  weak  brandy  and  water  were 
then  given,  which,  in  a  few  minutes,  were  duly  followed  by  tre- 
mendous retching  and  cramps  in  the  calves  of  his  legs  and 
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fingers,  his  countODance  again  becoming  shrank  and  dark 
ooloored.  This  result  had  the  effect  of  silencing  the  requests 
of  the  brother  to  give  food  to  the  patient;  and  just  at  this 
moment  Dr.  Curie  came  into  the  room,  who  recommended  a 
drop  of  Pulsatilla  to  be  given  in  four  doses  at  intervals  of  half- 
an-hour.    The  treatment  with  Veratrum  to  be  then  resumed. 

August  24th,  1 1  A.  M. — He  dosed  for  a  few  minutes  at  a  time 

occasionally  during  last  night,  but  continues  cold  though  he 

throws  off  the  bed-clothes  impatiently  and  complains  of  feeling 

very  hot ;  he  is  exceedingly  restless ;  tongue  cold  and  thickly 

coated  white,  having  a  sodden  appearance;  countenance  not 

quite  so  cadaverous;  retching  diminished,  and  there  has  been 

xxo  purging  since  midnight ;  he  has  passed  a  few  drops  of  urine 

this  morning;  still  complains  of  intensely  painful  sinking  at 

tJie  epigastrium,  and  is  extremely  impatient  of  the  restraint  on 

liis  taking  "  nourishment,"  mistaking  the  characteristic  sinking 

iftt  the  epigastrium  for  the  pangs  of  hunger ;  he  loathes  each 

spoonful  of  the  Veratrum  mixture  and  retches  after  each  dose, 

^md  yet  craves  for  drink. 

Pr. — ^Arsen.  gtt  */»  one-tenth,  and  China  gtt.  '/s  one-tenth 

alternately  2bus.  horis. 
10.80  P.M. — ^Dosed  half  an  hour  at  a  time  during  the  day  at 
utervals ;  is  purged  every  two  hours ;  retching  diminished ; 
mltemately  warm  and  cold  every  ten  minutes;  sinking  at  epi- 
^aatrium,  with  craving  for  food  continues,  and  he  begs  for 
Xaadanum  to  relieve  this  pain ;  pulse  small  and  weak,  about  80  ; 
skin  cold,  but  he  complains  of  being  hot.     1 1  p.  m. — He  sud- 
denly retched  violently,  and  ejected  about  f  J  j.  of  dark  green 
bile,  which  afforded  instant  and  great  relief  to  the  sinking  pain 
at  the  epigastrium,  and  then  for  the  first  time  became  com- 
posed, and  dozed  quietly  for  a  long  time. 

Continue  Arsen.  gtt.  V»  every  hour. 
August  25th,  1  A.  M. — Has  slept  constantly  for  an  hour  at  a 
time  since  1 1  p.  m.,  waking  only  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then 
dozing  again  after  vomiting  or  purging  a  small  quantity  of 
green  bile ;  he  has  also  voided  about  half-a-pint  of  urine ;  sur- 
fiuse  is  still  cold,  but  the  tongue  is  warmer  and  the  pulse  more 
marked;  he  complains  of  heat,  but  is  not  quite  so  restless. 
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iiinue  Arsenicom.    10  p.  M. — Sleeps  for  an  hour  at  a  time ; 

Q  decidedly  wanner;  neither  urine  nor  fecea  have  passed 

ice  1  A.  M. ;  he  loathes  a  teaspoonfnl  of  aimide  water,  and  yet 

sks  for  nourishment  to  allay  the  sinking  at  the  pit  of  the 
itomachy  vrhioh  is,  of  course,  withheld. 

Continue  Arsenicum. 

Aug.  26th,  4  p.  M. — Improving,  but  restless  and  low-spirited; 
retches  a  little  occasionally;  tongue  and  skin  rather  warmer; 
Yoided  Oj.  of  urine  at  one  time,  no  motion  of  the  bowels  since 
noon ;  sleeps  an  hour  at  a  time. 

China  gtt.  '/a,  one-tenth  4tis  horis. 

August  27th. — Improying;  less  restless;  no  motion  of  the 
bowels;  sleeps  and  passes  urine  occasionally  when  he  awakes; 
tongue  furred  in  patches ;   is  low  and  feeble ;  skin  and  tongue 
warm ;  retches  and  vomits  a  little  green  bilious  fluid. 
Digitalis  gtt.  ^i,  one-twelfth  2bus  horis. 

August 28th. — Extremely  low  and  feeble;  pulse  68;  low- 
spirited  ;  no  motion  of  the  bowels;  loathes  the  medicine ;  loadies 
beef-tea;  craves  milk  and  water;  tongue  moist  and  loaded; 
urine  copious  and  limpid.  No  medicine.  11  P.  M. — ^Milk  and 
water  was  allowed  him;  but  he  bad  no  sooner  taken  about 
f  J  iv.  than  he  began  to  retch  violently,  and  at  length,  after  great 
anguish,  vomited  a  dark  green  substance  in  fragments,  which, 
as  they  floated  in  water,  exactly  resembled  hard  faoces — but)  on 
being  washed,  proved  to  be  curdled  milk,  hard  as  cheese ;  while 
thus  sufibring,  his  face,  nose,  hands,  and  arms  became  deep 
purplish  red;  he  is  .thirsty,  but  vomits  after  drinking;  has 
passed  much  urine  during  the  day ;  pulse  weak,  60 ;  he  is  con- 
stantly spitting ;  tongue  loaded  and  moist. 

Pulsatilla. 

August  29th. — Slept  well  last  night ;  he  is  very  much  better. 
No  aliment  allowed. 

August  dOth,  about  10  P.  M.— Last  night  his  face,  hands,  and 
arms  became  deep  purplish  red,  which  continued'  about  half- 
an-hour. 

August  81  St — Much  improved,  but  very  feeble ;  is  not  rest 
less;  tongue  cleaning;  he  is  allowed  a  little  chicken  brot) 
"^'^  medicine. 
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September  4tli. — ^He  is  dressed  and  walking  about. 

September  5th. — ^A  natural  motion  of  the  bowels ;  he  is  gain- 
ing strength,  though  he  had  no  motion  of  his  bowels  until  to- 
day since  noon  on  the  26th  August,  viz.,  11  da3rs. 

September  11th. — He  went  into  the  country  conyalescent, 
and  has  since  done  well. 

The  following  case  illustrates  the  danger  of  administering 
food  soon  after  an  attack  of  cholera,  and  is  the  one  referred  to 
at  p.  225. 

Case  II. 

September  20th,  1849. — John  Hives,  aged  84,  labourer.  Ten 

days  ago  this  man  suffered  an  attack  of  Asiatic  cholera,  and  was 

for  some  hours  in  a  state  of  complete  collapse ;   when  in  that 

state;  he  was  treated  by  an  allopathic  gentleman,  who  gave  him 

aromatics,  stimulants,   mercurials,  &c.    His  mother  says  he 

vomited  each  dose  of  medicine  as  soon  as  he  had  swallowed  it. 

When  reaction  took  place  he  was  fed  with  arrowroot  and  ground 

rice,  and  although  he  has  continued  to  eat,  he  has  been  losing 

strength  daily  ;  his  gums  are  very  sore  and  his  teeth  loose,  from 

the  effects  of  Calomel ;   he  vomits  a  thin  grass-green  coloured 

liquid  every  two  hours,  and  is  purged  about  every  half-hour, 

llie   motions  being  of  a  dirty  chocolate  colour  and  very  thin ; 

^nce  he  was  in  a  state  of  collapse  he  has  not  ceased  to  suffer 

firom  cramps  in  the  thighs,  legs  and  arms,  although  ten  days 

liave  elapsed ;    his  tongue  is  thickly  loaded,  brown  and  moist ; 

pulse  80 ;   skin  dry ;   he  is  much  emaciated. 

Pr. — ^He  was  directed  to  cease  from  taking  any  food  whatever, 

and  to  content  himself  with  a  small  sip  of  cold  water  occa- 

eionally.     Tinct.  Veratrum  3rd  dilution,  half  a  drop  every  hour. 

21  St. — ^Last  night  he  vomited  a  hard  green  substance  as  big 

as  a  hen's  egg  (inspissated  food),  and  has  not  been  sick  at  his 

stomach  since  ;    he  was  purged  twice  during  the  night,  though 

previously  his  bowels  were  disturbed  every  half-hour ;  he  has 

not  been  troubled  with  cramps  since  he  threw  up  this  hard  sub- 

ttanoe ;  his  mouth  is  very  sore. 

Hepar  gtt.  ^je  12th,  2dis  horis ;  he  is  directed  to  abstain 

entirely  from  food. 
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24tb. — He  is  exceedingly  feeble>  and  complainB  of  great  pain 
and  sinking  at  the  epigastrium. 

Nux  vomica  '/is,  a  teaspoonful  of  beef  tea  to  be  taken 

occasionally. 
29th. — This  morning,  after  some  painfol  efforts,  he  Yomited 
a  yellow  hard  mass  as  large  as  an  egg,  and  then  felt  relieved  of 
the  painfdl  sinking  sensation  at  the  epigastrium ;  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  palpitation  at  the  epigastrium;  occipital  headache; 
tongue  red. 

Pr. — Petroleum  */it,  China  V"* 
October  2nd. — Loose  motions  thrice  a  day;    tongue  red; 
occipital  headache  and  vertigo ;  drowsy;  the  ptyalism  is  going  off. 
Sulph.  '/i9  bis ;  he  is  allowed  to  take  a  little  solid  food. 
6th. — Improving  in  every  respect ;  tongue  clean  and  red. 

Lachesis  '/it. 
8th. — Relaxed  four  times  this  morning,  from  eating  some 
sour  bread.  Puis.  '/u. 

12th. — He  is  convalescent  and  gaining  flesh  and  strength. 


ON  THE  POISON  OF  THE  COBRA. 
By  Dr.  J.  Rutherfurd  Russell. 

(Read  before  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  March  9rd,  IB61.) 

I  HAVE  thought  it  worth  while  to  take  up  a  small  portion  of  the 
valuable  time  of  this  Society  with  the  following  account  of  a  few 
experiments  I  have  made  with  the  poison  of  the  Cobra  de  Ca- 
pello  (Coluber  Naja),  as  I  find  the  literature  of  the  subject 
extremely  meagre,  and  as  I  have  hopes  that  the  very  mooting 
of  the  matter  may  elicit  the  experience  and  opinions  of  those 
who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  observations  upon  this 
interesting,  and  as  it  seems  hitherto  much  neglected  provinoe 
of  natural  science. 

A  friend,  at  my  request,  sent  home  two  tubes  containing  a 
thick  gummy  liquid,  said  to  be  the  poison  of  the  Cobra.  In 
the  letter  which  accompanied  the  packet  it  was  mentioned,  that 
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one  of  the  tubes  contained  the  poison  of  three  snakes,  and  that 
it  had  been  tried  upon  some  small  animal  with  very  speedily 
fatal  xesolts.  It  was  tijao  stated,  that  one  of  the  men  who  took 
the  poison  from  the  snake,  swallowed  a  whole  poison-bag  with- 
out its  appearing  to  do  him  any  injury. 

The  tubes  were  corked,  enyeloped  in  white  wax,  and  wrapped 
in  muslin  and  inserted  into  the  hollow  of  a  bamboo.  The 
whole  was  carefully  packed  in  a  tin  box. 

On  removing  the  coverings  one  of  the  tubes  was  found  full, 
the  other  about  two-thirds  full.  The  contents  were  of  an  am- 
ber-oolour;  had  a  faint  animal  odour,  and  a  peculiar  acrid 
taste,  which  left  behind  a  sense  of  constriction  of  the  gullet. 
.  The  poison  in  the  full  tube  I  kept  for  making  experiments, 
m  its  undiluted  state,  and  that  in  the  other  tube  I  mixed  with 
alcohoL  The  alcohol  dissolved  the  greater  part,  but  left  a  small 
HBsidne,  insoluble  both  in  Alcohol  and  Ether.  Being  desirous  of 
determining  whether  the  soluble  or  the  insoluble  portion  con- 
tttined  the  poison,  by  Professor  NOregory's  advice,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Kemp,  the  following  experiments  were 
made: — 

About  one  fluid  ounce  of  the  milky  alcoholic  solution  was 
filtered ;  the  insoluble  part  collected  on  the  filter,  was  white ; 
emitted  a  disagreeable  odour  when  heated  in  a  platina  spoon, 
showing  it  to  be  of  a  highly  azotized  nature.     It  dissolved  en- 
tiidy  in  water,  and  when  dried  on  a  watch-glass,  left  a  trans- 
parent non-crystalline  film — this  we  shall  call  No.  1.      The 
ffltered  solution,  that  is,  the  portion  soluble  in  alcohol  when 
dried  at  a  very  moderate  heat,  leil  a  yellowish  non*crystalline 
residue.  I  made  the  following  experiments  to  determine  whether 
the  portion  soluble  in  alcohol,  or  the  insoluble  portion  was  the 
most  poisonous : — 

Dec.  11th,  half- past  8  p.  m. — With  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Kemp  I  introduced  a  small  portion  of  No.  1  into  a  wound  in  the 
ddn  of  the  abdomen  of  a  mouse ;  almost  immediately  the  breath- 
ing became  much  agitated,  the  animal  panted  violently,  and  the 
hair  became  very  rough ;  for  some  minutes  it  appeared  very  un- 
easy, but  gradually  improved,  and  next  day  seemed  quite  well. 
The  following  day   a  similar  portion  of  No.  2  was  inserted 
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boo  a  womid  in  the  suae  moose;  aigm  it  aeeaed  ^erf  unemj, 
end  panted  vkdentlr ;  this  oootinaed  for  dbont  two  homes,  wben 
Mr.  Kemp  luid  to  leaTe  tke  IsboimtoiT.  Next  momiag  it  was 
fbond  dead.  On  disseetkm  the  beait  was  discoicred  to  be  fiill  ot 
blood,  and  nomeioos  eochjmocio  patdbea  weio  obaerrcd  aa  the 
soifaoe  of  the  famga^  which  weie  congested.  No  other  moibid 
appearance  mm  fomid. 

From  these  two  experiments  I  ahoold  feel  inelined  to  infer, 
that  both  that  portion  of  the  sobstance  whidi  is  s^ble  and 
that  which  is  inscdoble  in  alcohol  are  poisonous,  although  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  the  soluble  part  is  the  more  poisonous  of 
the  two. 

The  following  Experiments  were  made  with  the  undiluted 

Poison, 

Exp.  Ist — Sept  17th,  half-past  3  o'clock,  p.  m. — I  put  a  little 
into  a  wound  in  the  foreleg  of  a  unall  rabbit,  and  afterwards 
into  the  mouth.  For  twenty  minutes,  except  appearing  dull, 
the  animal  showed  no  symptoms  of  being  affected;  it  then 
became  sloggisb,  and  died  about  5  o'clock,  t.  e.  an  hour  and  a 
half  after  the  poison  had  been  applied.  It  died  in  a  sitting  pos- 
ture, and  after  death  it  showed  no  appearance  of  having  been 
convulsed.  Examination  twenty-two  hours  after  death :  a  thin 
fluid  exuded  from  the  wound  in  the  leg;  the  lungs  were  col- 
lapsed, and  the  vessels  on  the  right  side  of  the  heart  loaded  with 
very  dark  blood — both  the  right  auricle  and  ventricle  contained 
this  dark  coagulated  blood ;  the  left  auricle  and  ventricle  were 
nearly  empty ;  stomach  healthy  and  full ;  small  intestines  were 
also  healthy,  but  empty;  large  intestines  healthy,  and  very  full; 
liver,  kidneys,  and  spleen  healthy. 

Exp.  2od — Sept  24th. — ^At  4  p.  m.  put  a  drop  of  the  poison 
into  a  wound  made  in  the  fore  leg  of  a  small  rabbit 

In  three  minutes  afterwards  it  showed  signs  of  langour  and 
dulnese ;  in  a  few  more  the  respirations  amounted  to  100  per 
minute.  It  continued  in  this  way  for  twenty  minutes,  not 
moving  uuLetmi  compelled  to  do  so.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  it  siiddeuly  revived — moved  about  quickly,  and  its  eye 
brightened ;  the  respiration  at  the  same  time  became  much  leas 
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frequent,  and  it  began  to  eat ;  in  aboat  a  quarter  of  an  hour  it 
again  became  dull,  shrank  into  a  coiner,  and  its  breathing  again 
beoame  affected ;  it  was  quite  recovered  by  the  next  day. 

£zp.  8rd — Sept.  26th. — At  d  p.  m,  put  a  small  quantity  of 
poison  into  a  wound  behind  the  left  ear  of  the  rabbit  used  in  the 
preceding  experiment ;  the  animal  appearing  at  the  time  quite 
healthy;  ^in  about  five  minutes  it  seemed  dull  and  lethargic, 
and  in  about  other  five  minutes  it  hopped  about  apparently  re- 
covered, and  began  to  feed.  It  became  ill  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  27th ; 
its  breathing  was  very  hurried,  and  it  was  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  move,  as  it  refused  to  do  so  on  being  pushed ;  at  6 
a.  m.  it  appeared  convulsed,  threw  its  head  from  side  to  side 
^olently,  and  in  this  manner  expired  at  6. 80  a.  m. 

Examined  thirty  hours  after  death.  The  parts  around  the 
xecent  wound  slightly  injected;  the  left  side  of  the  heart  full 
of  dark  red  blood — the  right  not  quite  so  fiill ;  the  lungs  turgid 
^th  dark  red  blood.    Abdominal  viscera  quite  healthy. 

Exp.  4th — Oct.  9th. — Put  about  two  drops  of  the  poison  into 
a  wound  behind  the  ear  of  a  small  and  healthy  rabbit  at  9. 30 
a.  m.  In  two  minutes  it  became  dull  and  stupid,  breathing  very 
hurriedly,  and  in  this  way  continued  without  moving,  except 
once,  when  urged  to  do  so,  until  it  died  perfectly  quietly  at 
12.  80  of  the  same  morning. 

Examined  three  hours  after  death.  Body  flexible,  limbs  not 
rigid,  thin  fluid  oozing  from  the  wound,  with  slightly  increased 
vascularity  of  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue ;  some  dark  fluid 
blood  escaped  from  the  vessels  in  the  neck ;  all  the  cavities  in 
the  heart  full  of  dark  fluid  blood ;  lungs  collapsed ;  abdominal 
viscera  quite  healthy. 

Exp.  6th — Oct.  16th. — At  2. 40  p.  m.  a  small  quantity  of  the 
poison  was  inserted  into  the  left  shoulder  of  a  small  rabbit.  In 
two  minutes  it  became  affected,  retiring  into  a  comer,  where  its 
breathing  became  hurried,  and  itself  dull.  In  this  way  it  con- 
tinued for  ten  minutes,  when  it  suddenly  revived,  and  began  to 
eat  It  again  became  dull  in  two  minutes,  and  revived  again  in 
three  more^  when  it  appeared  to  revive,  and  continued  quite 
recovered. 

Exp.  6th — Oct.  16th. — About  three  drops  of  the  poison  were 
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at  8  o'clock  inserted  into  a  subcutaneous  wound  made  behind 
the  left  ear  of  a  small  rabbit.  It  showed  the  same  symptoms  as 
in  the  preceding  in  about  three  minutes.  Its  ear  dropped, 
breathing  100  respirations  per  minute.  For  an  hour  it  alter- 
nately shrank  into  a  comer  for  a  few  minutes,  then  moved 
a  little  and  began  to  eat;  after  that  time  it  never  moved. 
Paralysis  of  the  lower  jaw  set  in  at  about  a  quarter  to  5,  to- 
gether with  violent  shakings  of  the  whole  body,  every  few 
minutes.     It  expired  at  5. 15. 

On  examination  twenty  hours  after  death  no  morbid  appear- 
ance was  seen,  except  that  the  lungs  were  of  a  dark  red  colour. 

Exp.  7th — Nov.  22nd. — ^At  8  p.  m.  with  Prof.  -  Goodsir's 
assistance,  I  inserted  two  small  portions  of  the  poison  into  a 
wound  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  abdomen,  a  little  in  front  of 
the  groin,  of  a  mongrel  bitch,  a  little  larger  than  a  fox.  There 
was  no  bleeding  from  the  wound. 

7  p.  m. — The  bitch  is  quite  well,  and  has  past  a  semi-con- 
sistent brownish  green  stool. 

9.  80,  p.  m. — A  dark  spot  surrounded  by  a  whitish  margin, 
and  beyond  a  red  margin  about  ^/sth  of  an  inch. 

Abdomen  of  the  affected  side  swollen.  The  following  day  it 
was  quite  well. 

Exp.  8th — Nov.  7th — ^At  8.  80  put  a  small  portion  of  the 
poison  into  a  wound  behind  the  ear  of  a  large  white  rabbit. 

Nov.  28th.     Died  during  the  night. 

On  dissection  the  lower  margin  of  the  right  lung  was  found 
inflamed,  and  a  coating  of  lymph  on  the  pleura. 

Exp.  9th — Dec.  6th. — ^At  8  p.  m.  with  the  assistance  of  Prof. 
Goodsir,  inserted  a  small  portion  of  poison  behind  the  ear  of  a 
large  rabbit     Two  hours  aft;erward8  the  animal  was  dead. 

Dec.  6th,  8.  80,  p.  m. — The  right  lung  was  of  a  bright  red 
colour.  (ThQ  natural  colour  of  the  rabbits  lung  is  fawn.) 
The  lower  margin  of  the  lung  was  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and 
did  not  crepitate  on  pressure. 

Exp.  10th. — ^I  put  about  a  drop  into  the  mouth  of  a  well 
grown  rabbit,  as  much  as  was  sufScient  to  destroy  a  similar 
animal  when  inserted  into  a  wound ;  it  appeared  to  produce  no 
effect,  except  to  give  rise  to  an  unpleasant  sensation  in  the 
mouth,  and  the  animal  continued  perfectly  well. 
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The  only  important  fact  as  it  appears  to  me  established  be- 
yond a  doubt  by  these  experiments,  is,  that  snake  poisons  may 
be  easily  sent  from  India  to  this  country,  and  I  trust  that  a 
knowledge  of  this  will  enable  those  who  have  already  established 
a  more  than  European  reputation  in  this  department  of  investi- 
gation, to  prosecute  the  subject  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  to 
make  and  record  experiments  with  a  fulness  and  accuracy  of  detail 
which  is  only  to  be  acquired  by  experience,  and  for  the  want  of 
which  in  this  narration  my  inexperience  is  the  only  apology  I 
haye  to  offer. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  HOMCEOPATHY, 
By  the  Modern  Paracelsists. 

In  a  late  number  (xxxii),  we  called  attention  to  the  doings 
and  sayings  of  Dr.  Bademacher  and  his  disciples,  whom  we  de- 
signated "The  Modem  Paracelsists."  We  then  shewed  the 
points  of  contact  between  the  doctrines  of  Bademacher  and 
Hahnemann,  and  stated  that  if  the  views  and  facts  adduced  by  the 
former  were  followed  out  to  their  legitimate  deductions,  they 
must  inevitably  lead  to  the  acceptance  of  the  whole  homceopathic 
doctrines.  From  the  organ  of  the  sect  to  which  the  Badema- 
cherian  doctrines  have  given  rise,*  we  make  a  few  extracts, 
therapeutic  and  pathogenetic.  The  first,  on  the  action  of  hryonia 
and  ledum,  is  as  good  an  illustration  of  the  homceopathic  thera- 
peutics as  we  could  find  in  our  own  clinical  records. 

The  proving  of  iron,  which  we  give  in  detail,  is  extremely 
important,  and  complementary  of  the  Hahnemannio  proving.  We 
here  see  that  iron  does,  to  some  degree,  possess  a  positive  fbnic 
power,  increasing  the  appetite  and  feeling  of  mental  and  bodily 
power  for  a  certain  period,  but  when  continued  longer  inducing 
a  contrary  feeling  of  weakness  and  exhaustion.  Another  im- 
portant circumstance  this  proving  teaches  us  is,  the  specific 
action  of  iron  on  the  urinary  organs,  which  we  have  hitherto 
learned  almost  exclusively  from  its  clinical  use  in  Gonorrhoea 
Secundaria.    Very  remarkable  also  is  the  effect  on  the  blood,  to 

*  Zeitflchrift  fur  ErfahmngBbeilkimst 
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which  we  formerly  (no.  xxxn)  drew  attention.  Altogether  this 
proving  is  in  many  respects  very  valuahle,  and  speaks  much  for 
the  zeal  and  patience  of  the  provers. 

In  the  same  Journal  occurs  another  proving,  namely,  of  the 
Nitrate  of  Soda ;  another  of  the  universal  remedies  of  Para- 
celsus and  his  exponent  Rademacher :  hut  though  the  provers 
seemed  to  have  tested  the  drug  to  a  considerable  extent,  the 
results  do  not  equal  their  zeal,  and  there  is  little  to  he  learnt 
from  the  records  of  their  proving. 

In  the  later  numbers  of  the  Journal  whence  we  have  extracted 
the  following  observations^  we  are  sorry  to  notice  a  falling  off 
from  the  simplicity  and  purity  of  the  observations  in  the 
earlier  numbers.  The  conductors  have  likewise  ceased  to  pro- 
secute their  enquiries  into  the  pathogenetic  effects  of  drugs — 
possibly  because  they  thought  that  by  so  doing  they  must  ne- 
cessarily soon  lose  all  the  distinctive  features  of  their  newly 
established  school,  and  merely  take  a  secondary  rank  among 
homcBopathists — possibly  because  they  found  in  the  homoeopa- 
thic writings  provings  of  drugs  in  many  respects  better  than 
those  they  themselves  furnished.  Theirs,  we  may  observe,  is  the 
third  attempt  to  ascertain  the  pathogenetic  action  of  drugs  we 
have  had  to  notice,  as  having  been  made  by  persons  indepen- 
dently of,  or  in  opposition  to,  homoeopathy.  The  first  was  by 
Prof  Jdrg,  noticed  in  ou^  third  volume,  and  the  second  by  the 
Vienna  Society  of  Physicians,  of  which  we  have  given  an  account 
in  our  sixth  volume. 

ON   BRYONIA   AND  LEDUM,   BY  DR.   PLANGE.* 

1.  Bryonia.  This  remedy  which  was  formerly  very  highly 
esteemed  and  renowned  and  known  under  the  name  of  "  Gicht- 
f^^o"  (gout  root,)  has,  in  Inodem  days,  gone  quite  out  of 
fashion.  If  it  was  occasionally  prescribed,  it  occupied  in  pre- 
scriptions the  inferior  post  of  a  so-called  adjuvant. 

The  form  under  which  it  was  kept  in  the  druggists'  shops  was 
certainly  not  well  calculated  to  make  it.  an  efficacious  remedy, 
nor  to  make  it  appreciated.  The  root,  which  in  its  recent  state 
is  usually  large  and  juicy,  was  dried  up  into  small  shrivelled 

*  From  the  Zeit8cU|ift  fUr  Erfahnmgsheilkunst,  yol.  i,  p.  4. 
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slices,  as  hard  as  a  bone,  that  had  probably  been  kept  thus  for 
ten  years  or  more.  Accordingly  the  sixth  Prussian  pharma- 
copoeia  has  excluded  the  poor  unprotected  Bryonia  root  from 
the  thesaurus  medicaminum. 

If  however,  we  consider  the  previous  celebrity  of  Bryonia, 
some  recent  cures  that  have  been  effected  by  its  means,  some 
of  these  in  the  domain  of  domestic  practice,  its  powerful  action 
on  the  healthy,  and  finally,  the  pretty  extensive  application  of  it 
by  the  adherents  of  the  rational  specific  school,  (homoBopaths,) 
deduced  from  its  action  on  the  healthy,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
doubting  the  propriety  of  that  legal  condemnation.  Belying 
upon  these  circumstances,  and  influenced  by  no  blind  faith  in 
high  authorities,  I  resolved  to  institute  experiments  with  the 
remedy  at  the  sick  bed,  and  for  this  object  I  caused  a  tincture 
to  be  prepared,  by  digesting  for  fourteen  days  the  recent  root 
with  equal  parts  of  rectified  alcohol.  I  shall  here  detail  three 
oases  that  fell  under  my  notice. 

The  first  was  an  affection  of  the  knee.  The  patient,  aged  25,  had 
suffered  for  a  considerable  time,  especially  in  spring  and  autumn, 
from  herpes  JurJuracenSj  which  made  its  appearance  in  a  mOd  form, 
chiefly  on  the  arms,  thighs,  and  shins ;  it  used  to  go  off  in  a  few  days, 
and  then  re-appear,  the  general  health  not  being  thereby  affected. 
He  suffered  besides  from  periodical  tearing  pams  in  the  jcnnts,  tear- 
ing in  the  head,  and  violent  toothache ;  at  one  time  in  healthy,  at 
ihother  in  carious  teeth,  chiefly  previous  to  <»:  on  the  occurrence  of 
a  change  of  weather.  A  few  days  before  the  malady  I  am  about  to 
speak  of,  he  had  been  fishing  for  a  whole  day  in  the  rain,  and  had 
rested  the  right  knee  for  a  considerable  time  upon  a  wet  cold  stone. 
Two  days  thereafter  there  occurred  slight  drawing  in  the  right  knee, 
spreading  upwards  into  the  thigh,  increasing  periodically  in  violence, 
md  aggravated  at  night.  The  following  morning  the  knee  was 
swollen,  shining  red,  modon  painful  and  somewhat  impeded.  He 
walked  that  day  for  some  time  on  the  affected  leg,  but  towards  even- 
ing he  was  compelled  on  account  of  the  pain  and  tumefaction,  to  go 
to  bed.  He  drank  tea  in  order  to  cause  perspiration,  and  enveloped 
the  knee  in  a  hare-skin.  The  malady  increased  notwithstanding, 
uid  disturbed  the  sleep.  Embrocation  of  Spirit  of  Camphor  and 
Mercnxial  Ointment  were  of  no  avail.  The  following  morning  I  tried 
the  Bryonia  tincture,  five  drops  every  three  hours.     Throughout  the 
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day  the  disease  remained  stationaryy  but  the  night  was  quieter,  and 
after  midnight  tranquil  sleep  ensued.  On  awaking  the  paina  were 
considerably  less,  the  swelling  somewhat  diminished.  The  medicine 
was  continued  throughout  the  day.  The  following  night  was  tranquil, 
and  he  slept  almost  the  whole  time.  On  the  third  morning  after 
the  employment  of  the  tincture,  he  was  completely  oonTalescent.  He 
could  again  stand  on  the  leg  without  pain,  and  move  the  joint  But 
the  remedy  was  continued  for  several  days  longer,  two  or  three  times 
daily,  in  the  same  dose,  and  he  gave  the  knee  as  much  rest  as  pos- 
sible.    By  the  sixth  day  the  cure  was  complete. 

In  the  second  case  the  ananmesis  is  simpler.  The  patient,  aged  30 
years,  a  baker,  had  always  enjoyed  good  health  with  the  exceptioii  of 
a  periodic  cough,  caused  by  his  unavoidable  exposure  to  changes  oi 
temperature,  that  sometimes  lasted  several  weeks.  Last  autnnm  he 
went  out  to  enjoy  field  sports  on  an  unfitvourable  day,  when  he 
scratched  his  right  knee  slightly  in  a  bramble  bush.  The  next  momp 
ing  the  knee  was  swollen,  red,  painful,  and  motion  difficult.  The 
physician  who  was  summoned  foimd,  on  careful  examination,  that 
several  thorns  from  the  bramble  bush  were  sticking  in  the  skin;  they 
were  removed,  and  a  poultice  applied.  This  had  been  done  without 
eflfect  for  several  days,  when  I  saw  the  patient.  Examination  with 
a  lens  showed  no  trace  of  any  more  thorns.  The  knee  was  swollen, 
very  red,  painful,  movement  impeded.  I  now  allowed  the  poultices 
to  be  discontinued,  the  knee  to  be  wrapped  in  a  warm  doth,  and  kept 
quiet ;  internally  I  gave  Tincture  of  Bryonia,  three  drops  in  water 
every  three  hours.  The  patient  commenced  this  in  the  afternoon. 
The  following  night  the  pains  in  the  knee  were  worse  than  before,  of 
a  drawing  shooting  character,  and  extending  into  the  hip  joint.  Next 
morning,  on  the  contrary,  the  pains  were  easily  bearable ;  the  swel- 
ling had  much  diminished  during  the  night ;  the  redness  was  only 
slight,  and  the  shape  of  the  knee  almost  normal.  In  the  evening  the 
patient  could  again  put  his  foot  to  the  ground  without  particular 
uneasiness.  The  next  day  the  same  treatment  was  continued,  where- 
upon the  patient  again  went  to  his  business,  and  from  that  time  felt 
no  more  of  his  malady. 

The  reader  may  judge  for  himself  whether  the  above  aggrava- 
tion in  the  night  after  first  taking  the  medicine  was  a  medicirutl 
aggravation,  or  a  symptom  of  the  disease,  independent  of  the 
action  of  the  remedy. 
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The  third  case  was  one  of  h^-joint  affection.  The  patient  28 
yean  of  age,  otherwise  healthy,  had  got  wet  hy  rain  during  a  walk 
in  the  morning,  and  had  gone  ahout  during  the  day  m  his  wet  clothes. 
In  the  evening  he  experienced  a  paralytic  weakness,  a  hruised  feeling 
in  the  whole  of  the  left  leg,  increased  hy  the  slightest  motion.  The 
next  day  the  malady  had  increased ;  movement  was  painful  and  diffi- 
cult. The  chief  seat  of  suffering  now  was  the  thigh  and  hip>joint. 
During  all  this  time  the  patient  had  taken  no  medicine,  had  spared 
the  leg  very  little,  and  had  walked  ahout  as  much  as  he  could.  The 
same  day,  in  the  evening,  the  pains  increased,  hecame  shooting,  came 
on  in  violent  fits,  and  did  not  cease  even  when  the  patient  kept  at 
reat;  no  change  could  he  detected  externally.  The  night  was  rest- 
leia,  although  the  pains  were  not  very  violent — yet  the  uncomfortable, 
weary,  and  bruised  feeling,  did  not  let  the  patient  sleep  much.  On 
the  evening  of  the  third  day  when  he  first  consulted  me,  I  gave  him 
Bryonia  Tincture,  two  drops  to  be  taken  every  three  hours,  and  en- 
joined rest  By  evening  the  malady  was  already  better,  and  he  could 
again  move  his  leg  without  pain.  The  feeling  of  prostration  still  con. 
tinned ;  the  next  morning  all  the  morbid  symptoms  had  disappeared. 

2.  Ledum  palustre, — This  also  belongs  to  those  remedies  which 
are  now  considered  antiquated,  and  have  never  been  properly  ap- 
preciated by  the  schools.  I  have  tried  it  frequently  in  practice, 
and  here  communicate  two  cases  where  it  was  oseful. 


Mrs.  Z — J  a  needlewoman,  24  years  of  age,  two  years  married, 
healthy  and  robust,  experienced  one  day  last  winter  a  paralytic  pain 
in  the  right  hip-joint  on  moving  it  When  at  rest  she  felt  nothing, 
the  pain  was  aroused  by  walking  only ;  it  did  not  extend,  but,  ac- 
coidhig  to  the  padent's  description,  was  confined  to  the  hip-joint. 
Na  tweOing  or  redness  at  the  affected  part.  I  could  ascertam  no 
canae  for  this  complaint  In  selecting  a  remedy,  therefore,  I  was 
forced  to  confine  myself  to  the  symptoms  of  the  disease.  I  pre- 
acribed  an  infusion  of  ledum  palustre ;  but  as  the  druggist  had  not 
the  plants  I  was  forced  to  do  something  else  in  the  meantime. 
Agreeably  to  the  doctrine  of  a  wide-spread  school  I  made  the  diag^ 
none  ehronic  rheumatism  of  the  right  hip,  and  prescribed  a  mixture 
in  which  were  mingled  several  so-called  anti-rheumatica,  thinking 
that  the  right  remedy  would  discover  his  enemy  and  beat  him  out  of  the 
field.  Along  with  this  I  caused  a  Camphor  liniment  to  be  rubbed  in. 
In  all  this  I  was  true  to  orthodoxy,  to  whose  ars  longa  my  long  pre- 
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scription  corresponded.  The  effect,  however,  was  not  as  I  desired ; 
the  disease  remained  in  itatu  quo.  After  a  fortnight  had  been  wasted 
in  this  manner,  the  Ledum  at  length  came  to  hand.  I  caused  a 
scruple  of  this  to  be  infused  in  a  chopin  of  boiling  water,  the  infusion 
to  be  strained  and  a  tablespooniul  taken  every  two  hours.  In  2  days 
the  afiection,  which  was  much  relieved  the  very  first  night,  had 
completely  disappeared. 

S— ,  farm  labourer,  50  years  old,  came  to  me  six  weeks  ago  and 
complained  that  for  several  years  past,  when  he  was  somewhat 
longer  on  the  legs  than  he  was  used  to  in  his  agricultural  occupa- 
tions, he  was  attacked  in  from  one  to  two  hours  suddenly,  with  the 
most  violent  pain  in  the  hip-joint,  with  the  sensation  as  if  he  had  boiling 
water  in  the  joint ;  he  then  required  to  sit  down,  and  needed  often 
several  hours  of  rest  before  the  pains  remitted  sufficiently  to  allow 
him  to  walk  on.  No  change  was  perceptible  at  the  part ;  pressure 
was  borne  well.  When  at  rest,  and  during  his  usual  occupation  in 
the  fields,  he  never  experienced  the  slightest  pain.  In  his  early 
years  he  had  suffered  as  he  alleged  from  itch  and  rheumatic  pains  in 
the  joints,  but  no  further  effects  or  after-ailments  had  resulted  itom 
the  former.  With  the  exception  of  the  above  ailment  the  patient  was 
quite  well.  I  ordered  him  to  take  that  very  morning  six  drops  of 
Tincture  of  Ledum  (prepared  with  one  part  of  the  plant  to  10  of  rec- 
tified alcohol)  in  a  half-cupful  of  water,  just  before  he  had  to  make  a 
long  excursion  on  foot  when  he  would  have  to  anticipate  an  attack. 
Three  weeks  after  this  he  reported  to  me  that  after  using  the  remedy 
for  eight  days  he  was  already  much  better ;  for,  during  a  walk  of  four 
hours,  he  had  no  occasion  to  stand  still  and  rest  himself,  but  had  only 
felt  a  few  slight  shoots  in  the  joint.  After  using  it  for  three  weeks, 
he  felt  no  pain  although  he  had  a  severe  walk  of  five  hours'  duration 
to  come  to  me.  The  same  was  the  case  on  the  occasion  of  another 
walk  of  the  same  kind. 

In  another  article  by  Dr.  Plange  on  the  efficacy  of  Zinc, 
acet.  in  cynanche  tonsillaris,  he  says, — 

Whilst  I  leave  the  reader  to  explain  to  himself  the  above  action  of 
Acetate  of  Zinc  by  any  of  the  medical  thecHries  of  the  schools  that  will 
answer  his  purpose,  I  shall  take  leave  to  conclude  with  the  remark, 
that  the  pathogenetic  action  of  this  remedy,  in  other  words,  its  action 
on  the  healthy  organism  presents  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  above 
morbid  symptoms.     I  might  say,  for  brevity's  sake,  that  in  the  above 
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cases  it  *'  acted  homoeopathically ;"  but  I  forbear  mentioning  the 
bated  word,  in  order  to  avoid  awakening  disagreeable  recollections  in 
many  of  my  readers,  who  are  possibly  Hying  under  the  belief  that 
bomcBopathy  is  long  since  dead  and  buried,  that  there  was  never  any- 
thing in  it  but  vain-boasting  and  error. 

We  now  pass  on  to  the  proving  of  Iron  by  the  adherents  of 
Bademacher  8  doctrines.  The  records  of  six  pro  vers  are  given, 
but  as  one  was  obviously  in  a  state  of  ill-health  at  the  time,  we 
have  omitted  his  proving  as  it  offers  nothing  very  remarkable 
and  cannot  be  considered  pore.  We  may  premise  that  the  drug 
was  proved  by  men  alone,  which  is  a  pity,  as  from  the  decided 
and  known  action  of  iron  on  the  female  system,  we  think  it  would 
have  been  highly  useful  to  have  had  it  more  perfectly  tested  on 
women.    However,  let  us  be  thankful  for  small  mercies. 

Proving  of  Iron. 

The  preparation  of  iron  used  was  the  acetate  of  irotiy  pre- 
pared by  precipitating  the  Oxyde  of  Iron  from  a  solution  of 
sesqui-chloride  of  Iron,  by  means  of  caustic  ammonia,  and 
dissolving  the  precipitate  in  concentrated  acetic  acid.  The 
provers  took  the  medicine  by  dropping  it  into  water ;  four  ounces 
of  blood  were  drawn  from  each  person  three  days  before  com- 
mencing his  experiment  and  the  same  quantity  after  its  conclu- 
sion. 

I. — S.  P.,  aged  21,  small  made  but  very  robust,  of  a  blooming 
complexion,  never  ill  since  his  6th  year.  In  15  days,  from  the 
12th  to  the  26th  of  July,  he  took  6^/3  of  a  drachm  of  the  liq. 
ferri  acet.  beginning  with  four  drops  four  times  a  day,  and 
increasing  to  24  drops  p.  dosi.  The  following  is  the  result  given 
by  an  examination  of  the  blood  on  the  9tb  of  July  and  on  the 

26th. 

1000  parts  of  blood  gave  : 
Before  the  Iron  was  taken.  Afterwards. 

Serum 466.2  427.8 

Dry  residuum....       57.9  37.9 

Ashes 8.2  8.6 

Coagulum  498.0  552.5 

Dry  residuum....     167.7 184.1 

Ashes 27.9  84.5 

R  2 


In    100 

parts  of 

Ashes  . 
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Before  ihe  Iron  was  tidLon.  Afterwards. 

Red  sediment 36.8  19.7 

Fibrine   2.13 2.17 

Water 768.4  789.6 

Dry  residuum 239.5  ^     208.3 

Fat 4.02 1.76 

Saltssol.  in  water  8.1  9.5 

Oxyde  of  Iron  ....  0.8  0.9 

Fhos.  of  Lime  ....  0.4  0.6 

Before  the  Iron  was  taken  the  blood  was  bright  red^  shewed 
few  and  small  colourless  blood  corpuscules,  a  very  large  number 
of  elementary  corpuscules ;  it  coagulated  in  5'  54"  ;  the  serum 
was  bright  yellow,  clear,  alkaline ;  the  clot  firm  and  elastic. 

After  the  Iron  had  been  taken,  the  blood  appeared  dark  red  ; 
the  blood  corpuscules  very  intensely  coloured  and  their  outlines 
very  sharply  defined ;  many  and  large  colourless  corpuscules 
were  perceptible,  but  almost  no  elementary  bodies.  The  blood 
coagulated  in  8*  54"  ;  the  serum  was  clear,  alkaline,  dark  yellow ; 
the  clot  hard  and  elastic. 

On  the  first  days  of  taking  the  medicine,  the  12th  and  13th  July, 
dose  four  drops,  he  felt  immediately  after  taking  it — sensation  of 
wartnth  atid  fulness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach.  After  the 
second  dose,  on  the  13  th,  at  10  a.  m. — sensation  of  weight  in  the 
head,  compression  of  the  frontal  region  and  pressure  in  both 
temples.  These  symptoms  increased  after  the  dose  at  2  p.  m. 
and  a  sensation  of  congestive  fulness  in  the  head  occurred.  The 
disagreeable  pressure  in  the  temples  was  diminished  by  lying 
quietly  ;  cool  air  or  applying  cold  things  to  the  forehead  had  no 
effect.     The  symptoms  were  in  full  force  when  he  went  to  bed. 

July  14th. — He  slept  well  notwithstanding.  On  awaking  in 
the  morning  the  firontal  region  felt  freer,  but  the  pressure  in  the 
temples  continued.  On  taking  four  drops  at  6  a.  m.  the  feeling 
of  fulness  in  the  head  increased;  all  around  him  appeared 
larger  and  more  majestic ^  he  felt  an  inclination  to  attach  great 
importance  to  small  things,  and  his  disposition  was  grave  and 
serious.  No  more  medicine  was  taken.  After  sleeping  for  half 
an  hour  in  the  afternoon  the  head  became  well,  all  except  the 
feeling  of  congestive  fulness. 
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15th. — ^The  night's  sleep  took  away  all  the  head  s3rinptoms, 
except  a  slight  compressioo^  and  the  medicine  taken  that  day 
produced  no  symptoms. 

16th. — (Six  drops  four  times,  at  6,  10,  2  and  6  o'clock.)  Until 
7  a.  m.,  quite  well.  After  that  the  head  became  ^vik^h  fuller 
and  Jteavier :  every  beat  of  the  vessels  was  felt  in  the  temples. 
Joined  to  this  was  a  tickling  in  the  urethra,  especially  in  the 
navicular  fossa,  and  in  the  afternoon  urinary  tenesmus.  Other- 
wise quite  well,  indeed  stronger  than  usual;  very  great  appetite. 

17th. — (Six  drops  four  times.)  Sleep  at  night  disturbed  by 
very  lively  and  anxious  dreams ;  the  head  little  relieved  in  the 
morning,  but  the  general  feeling  of  strength  greatly  increased. 
This  increased  in  the  course  of  the  day,  along  with  ravenous 
appetite,  to  a  desire  to  destroy  things,  although  the  heaviness 
in  the  head  increased ;  the  call  to  urinate,  with  the  tickling  in 
the  urethra  extending  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder  continued,  and 
about  noon  some  oppression  of  the  chest  occurred.  Bathing  in 
the  river  towards  evening  removed  the  pressure  in  the  head,  but 
it  returned  more  violently  afterwards. 

18th. — (Eight  drops  four  times.)  Slept  well ;  the  pressure 
in  the  head  continued,  but  did  not  increase  during  the  day ;  the 
inclination  to  urinate  continued,  while  the  tickling  in  the  urethra 
went  off  almost ;  the  chest  affection  increased.  He  felt  in  the 
chest  a  fieed  to  breathe  deeply ;  slight  stitches  through  the 
htngs :  tension  in  the  cardiac  region  ;  percussion  and  auscul- 
tation revealed  nothing ;  pulse  61,  tense. 

i9th. — (Ten  drops  four  times.)  As  yesterday,  only  that  a 
sense  of  heat  was  again  felt  in  the  stomach. 

20th. — (Twelve  drops  twice.)  The  increased  sense  of  energy 
still  felt  yesterday,  was  no  more  felt  on  awaking  this  morning ; 
it  is  succeeded  by  a  sense  of  relaxation  in  the  limbs.  In  the 
head  the  sense  of  pulsation  continues,  accompanied  by  a  feeling 
of  slight  shootings ;  the  appetite  is  still  considerable,  but  after 
each  meal,  be  it  ever  so  small,  pressure  in  the  stomach  etisues, 
a  symptom  the  prover  had  never  before  experienced  even  after 
the  most  hearty  meal. 

2i8t. — (Fourteen  drops  four  times.)  Slept  well ;  after  rising, 
head  pretty  free;  feels  well,  except  a  little  weakness,  which 
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increases  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  the  call  to  urifie  cofitinues ; 
each  time  after  taking  the  medicine  feeling  of  fulness  and 
warmth  in  the  stomach ;  pressure  in  the  stomach  after  every 
meal. 

22nd. — (Sixteen  drops  four  times.)  Head  and  chest  almost 
free  ;  call  to  urine  continues  ;  clean  tongue,  hut  little  appetite ; 
pressure  in  the  stomach  after  eating  and  takiug  the  medicine, 
with  constant  sensation  of  heat  in  the  stomach,  but  no  pain  on 
touching  it ;  the  great  redness  of  the  complexion  and  the  fulness 
of  the  face  perceptibly  diminished ;  pulse  55,  not  large  but  full 
and  tense. 

2drd. — (Eighteen  drops  four  times.)  Heaviness  in  the  limbs ; 
and  the  stomachic  affection,  as  before,  increasing  after  dinner  to 
disagreeable  drawing  in  the  gastric  region  ;  no  stool. 

24th. — (Twenty  drops  four  times.)  Appetite  very  much 
diminished ;  with  tongue  furred  yellowish  grey;  head  confused, 
mazy  ;  sensation  of  weakness  and  weight  in  the  limbs ;  no  stool. 

25th. — (Twenty-two  drops  four  times.)  The  same  symptoms 
increased.  » 

26th. — (Twenty-four  drops  twice.)  Pulse  54,  small,  tense ; 
on  awaking  in  the  morning />ain/f//  irritating  aetisation  in  the 
larynx^  causing  him  to  cough  and  hawk,  increased  hy  pressure 
on  it,  but  towards  noon  it  goes  off  and  is  succeeded  by  a  similar 
sensation  behind  the  upper  third  of  the  sternum ;  in  hawking 
and  coughing  he  expectorates  frothy,  viscid  mucus,  mixed 
with  black  blood,  which  often  occurs  till  4  p.  m. ;  auscultation 
reveals  nothing  but  a  mucous  rale  behind  the  manubrium  stemi, 
and  a  sharper  impulse  of  the  heart ;  the  head  is  constantly  mazy; 
the  diminished  strength  is  betrayed  in  the  deportment  and  in 
the  countenance.     (V.  S.  at  6  p.  m.  v.  supra.) 

27th. — Pulse  CO,  somewhat  fuller  but  still  tense;  air  passages 
free,  except  some  tickUng  in  the  trachea,  felt  especially  on  in- 
spiring and  causing  tussiculation ;  mental  and  corporeal  depres- 
sion ;  tongue  furred ;  taste  insipid ;  little  appetite  ;  firm  stool ; 
towards  evening  attacks  of  drawing  pain  through  the  abdomen. 

28th. — Air  tubes  quite  free ;  otherwise  as  yesterday,  except 
that  the  griping  in  tlie  bowels  is  greater  and  lasts  all  day;  soft 
stool. 
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29th. — ^Polse  67,  still  tense ;  after  rising  in  the  morning  severe 
qristaxis,  which  relieves  the  head ;  much  mucous  sediment  in 
the  ferine;  general  prostration ;  gripes  moderate  but  constant ; 
a  hard  stool. 

dOth. — ^Pulse  68,  less  tense ;  gripes  ahnost  gone ;  head  nearly 
£ree ;  weakness  and  heaviness  in  limbs  continues ;  copious  and 
soft  stool. 

dlst. — ^Decrease  of  the  weakness ;  increase  of  the  appetite ; 
tongue  not  yet  clean. 

August  1st — Pulse  70,  pretty  full  and  soft;  perfectly  well. 

2nd. — Pulse  75,  the  normal  amount  before  the  proving ;  no 
further  symptoms  occurred. 

Though  in  this  case  the  call  to  urinate  was  much  increased, 
80  that  the  prover  had  frequently  to  pass  water  two,  three  or  four 
times  as  oft»n  as  usual,  the  quantity  of  urine  was  scarcely 
di£krent  from  that  passed  during  health.  The  colour  of  the 
urine  was  altered  in  the  last  six  days  of  taking  the  medicine,  it 
became  reddish,  its  specific  gravity  increased  from  1.005  to  1.025. 
It  had  always  an  acid  reaction,  less  marked  towards  the  last 
As  regards  the  stools :  whilst  the  habit  of  the  prover  before  the 
experiment  was  to  have  generally  two  soft  stools  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  the  bowels  were  frequently  constipated  whilst  he  took 
the  medicine.  The  faeces  were  always  formed ;  from  the  third 
day  of  the  proving  they  became  greenish,  then  dark  green,  and 
at  length  black. 

II. — ^F.  L.,  3 1 J  years  old,  tall  and  robustly  made ;  healthy, 
except  a  tendency  to  bronchial  catarrhs. 

From  the  21st  June  to  tlie  16th  July,  he  took  one  ounce  three 

drachms  of  the  liq.  ferri  acet.     The  following  is  an  analysis  of 

the  blood  drawn  on  the  17th  June  and  16th  July. 

1000  parts  of  blood  gave : 

Before  taking  the  Iron.  Afterwards. 

Serum 422.8  425.4 

Dry  residuum....       44.7  37.8 

Ashes 5.6 7.3 

Coagulum  510.8  531.2 

Dry  residuum....     189.8  190.3 

Ashes  29.4  83.3 
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Before  taking  the  Iron.  Afterwaids. 

Bed  sediment 66.4  43.4 

Fibrine   2.65 1.9 

Water 767.26 783.0 

Dry  residuum 230.10 216.1 

Fat * 

In    100\  Salts  sol.  in  water  4.7  12.0 


paits  of 

Ashes  - 


Oxyde  of  Iron ....  0.8  0.7 

Phos.  of  Lime  ....  0.4  0.3 

Before  taking  the  Iron  the  blood  was  darkish  red,  and  shewed 
many  moderately  coloured  blood-corpuscules,  but  few  and  rela- 
tively small  colourless  ones.  The  serum  was  bright  yellow, 
alkaline ;  the  coagulum  compact  and  elastic. 

After  taking  the  Iron :  blood  deep  and  dark  red  ;  very  deeply 
coloured  blood-corpuscules,  many  and  large  colourless  ones; 
serum  dark  yellow,  alkaline ;  clot  hard. 

He  began  his  proving  on  the  2 1st  June,  with  ten  drops  three 
times  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  increased  the  dose  until  the 
26th  by  five  drops  a  dose,  and  took  thereafter  for  three  days 
thirty  drops  four  times  a  day.  Then,  on  account  of  the  abdo- 
minal symptoms,  he  paused  four  days.  On  the  4th  June  be 
again  began  with  one  drop  four  times  a  day,  and  increased  daily 
each  dose  by  a  drop. 

The  first  doses  (of  ten  drops)  caused  a  feeling  of  fulness  and 
heat  in  the  stomach,  that  lasted  scarcely  ten  minutes  after  taking 
them.  But  on  the  second  day  this  no  longer  occurred.  With 
the  exception  of  a  pressing  sensation  in  one  or  other  temple, 
which  occasionally  occurred  for  a  minute  or  so,  and  a  slight 
confusion  of  the  head  that  rapidly  went  o£f  on  taking  exercise, 
his  health,  in  spite  of  the  large  doses,  until  the  26tli  of  June 
was  not  only  not  disturbed  but  he  even  felt  mentally  and  corpo- 
really more  energetic,  and  even  long  walks  did  not  fatigue  him. 
The  appetite  was  increased  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  he  often 
ate  twice  as  much  for  supper  as  usual  without  satisfying  it. 

On  the  27th  June,  however,  he  awoke  -^KUd  painful  pinching 
and  rumbling  in  the  belly,  along  with  insipid  taste,  dryness 

*  Tliis  18  not  Htatcd,  becanso  in  the  first  analysis  the  vessol  containing  the 
fat  Did  with  an  accident* 
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in  thefaucen,  and  some  nausea ;  toaohing  the  abdomen  did  not  . 
cause  pain,  and  the  symptoms  disappeared  several  hours  later 
after  a  copions  evacuation  of  the  bowels ;  the  appetite  that  even- 
ing was  greater  than  ever. 

28th. — ^After  quiet  sleep  he  awoke  again  with  the  same 
colicky  pains,  which  were  relieved  by  the  emission  of  much 
flatus  and  especially  by  a  plentiful  motion ;  but  all  day  there 
remained  slight  traces  of  the  pain,  that  was  aggravated  tran- 
siently by  each  dose  of  the  medicine ;  appetite  excellent  not- 
withstanding. 

29th. — After  uninterrupted  sleep  for  five  hours,  he  awoke  with 
rumbling  and  pinching  in  the  abdomen,  which  was  full  and 
tense;  an  attack  of  which  occurred  every  10-15  minuteis,  each 
time  relieved  by  emission  of  flatus ;  a  marked  relief  was  ob- 
tained by  a  large  stool,  and  the  belly-ache  was  only  troublesome 
while  he  was  seated,  but  a  disagreeable  tension  and  fulness 
remained  all  day.  The  appetite  was  not  diminished,  but  the 
taste  was  slimy ;  the  tongue  furred,  white ;  and  the  discomfort 
increased  soon  after  taking  any  kind  of  food.  The  first  dose  of 
the  medicine  excited  repugnance,  though  it  had  never  done  so 
before ;  the  following  doses  made  him  sick,  though  he  diluted 
them  with  a  large  quantity  of  water ;  at  the  same  time  he  expe- 
rienced heaviness  in  the  legs,  general  debility,  and  disinclination 
for  bodily  and  mental  exertion ;  pulse  62. 

He  now  left  off  the  medicine,  and  in  two  days  all  the  symp- 
toms went  off;  the  pulse  rapidly  increased  in  frequency,  and  on 
the  8rd  of  July  it  was  73  per  minute.  On  that  day  also  the 
ftooes  which  had  hitherto  been  greenish  black,  became  again 
brown ;  nothing  but  the  great  appetite  remained  to  remind  him 
of  the  action  of  the  Iron. 

Very  different  was  the  effect  of  the  smaller  doses  that  he  com- 
menced to  take  on  the  4th  of  July.  The  epigastrium  remained 
free ;  the  appetite  continued  good ;  the  general  feeling  was  not 
affected ;  the  head  and  chest  remained  free,  with  the  exception 
of  the  pulse  becoming  slower — on  the  7th  it  was  63.  On  the 
other  hand  there  occurred  on  the  6  th  July,  in  the  evening,  a 
veicy  troublesome  tetiesmus  vesica^  that  commenced  with  tickling 
in  the  navicular  fossa,  and  compelled  him  to  make  water  very 
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&equently ;  whereas  on  the  5th  July  he  made  water  ten  times^ 
on  the  6th  he  did  so  sixteen  times^  each  time  from  one  to  two 
ouDcesy  altogether  twenty-six  ounces.  This  symptom  attained 
a  great  height  and  became  exceedingly  troablesome,  and  was  con- 
joined with  accompanying  tenesmus  recti;  the  latter  lasted  only 
four  days.  On  the  7th  July  he  had  to  go  to  the  night-stool 
three  times ;  on  the  8th,  five  times;  imd  on  the  9th  and  lOth^ 
six  times.  He  never  left  it  quite  satisfied.  The  faeces  consisted 
chiefly  of  small  hard  lumps,  evacuated  with  much  effort,  a  more 
copious  and  softer  evacuation  only  occurred  once  a  day ;  the 
faeces  preserved  their  brown  colour  till  the  9th  July,  and  after 
that  became  green  and  greenish-black. 

On  the  10th  July  the  call  to  urinate  reached  its  climax,  on 
which  day  he  was  scarcely  able  to  go  through  his  professional 
duties,  as  he  must  make  water  every  five  or  ten  minutes.  This 
symptom  always  ceased  completely  at  night;  it  continued 
almost  uninterruptedly  from  8  a.  m.  till  about  5  p.  m. ;  it  was 
somewhat  relieved  by  constant  sitting,  and  by  lying ;  when  he 
was  out  walking  and  resisted  the  inclination  it  ceased  at  length 
almost  entirely.  This  symptom  persisted  though  the  medicine 
was  discontinued  on  the  11th  or  12th.  From  the  13th  to  the 
16th  he  now  took  twenty  drops,  three  times  a  day,  without 
remarking  any  change,  excepting  a  slight  increase  of  the  secre- 
tion of  mucus  in  the  urine. 

After  leaving  o£f  the  medicine  the  symptoms  rapidly  declined ; 
after  three  days  the  urine  was  again  clear,  and  formed  no  sedi- 
ment, but  fourteen  days  elapsed  before  all  traces  of  the  vesical 
tenesmus  disappeared ;  its  form,  however,  was  sensibly  altered, 
for  it  showed  itself  more  distinctly  as  a  neuralgic  affection. 
Twice  a  day,  generally  between  8  and  9  a.  m.,  and  between  6 
and  7  p.  m.  there  suddenly  occurred  a  feeling  of  tickling  and 
heat  in  the  glanSy  accompanied  immediately  by  an  irresistible 
desire  to  tnake  water  ;  if  he  yielded  to  it,  as  soofi  as  the  urine 
reached  the  glans,  there  occurred  a  very  disagreeable  pulsation 
therein,  with  increased  tenesmus.  This  pulsation  continued 
usually  some  minutes  after  the  evacuation  of  the  urine.  The 
attack  could  be  removed  by  quickly  drinking  a  large  quantity 
of  water,  and  strongly  compressing  the  glans  with  the  finger ; 
the  last  attack  of  it  he  experienced  was  on  the  2nd  of  August. 
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The  normal  state  of  his  pulse  was  76  beats  per  minute;  during 
the  first  eight  days  of  taking  the  iron,  it  fell  to  62.  In  spite  of 
great  exercise  and  the  hot  weather,  it  became  smaller,  but  fuller 
and  more  tense.  During  the  cessation  from  the  medicine,  it  ra- 
pidly got  up  to  78,  but  remained  tense.  But  on  resuming  the 
medicine,  in  three  days  it  sank  to  68.  From  the  7th  of  July, 
it  increased  in  rapidity,  perhaps  owing  to  the  urinary  tenesmus. 
In  the  first  period  its  specific  gravity  rose  from  1.005,  1.010,  up 
to  25,  and  the  colour  changed  bom  a  straw-yellow  to  a  reddish 
hue. 

During  the  first  period  the  stools  were  increased,  and  were 
partly  soft,  partly  firm,  generally  from  two  to  three  hours  later 
than  usual.  The  normal  brown  colour  changed  after  the  second 
day  of  taking  the  medicine,  to  greenish  and  blackish  green. 

III. — C.  R.,  aged  25,  strong,  of  ruddy  complexion,  took 
in  fifteen  days,  from  the  1st  to  the  15th  July,  one  ounce  of  liq. 
ferri  acet.  beginning  with  two  drops  four  times  a  day,  and  in- 
creasing to  twenty-six  drops  four  times  a  day. 

The  following  are  analyses  of  his  blood  on  the  29th  June  and 
16th  July  :— 

1000  parts  of  blood  gave : 

Before  taking  tiie  Iron.  Afterwards. 

Serum 881.6  454.1 

Dry  residuum ....     60.5  42.3 

Ashes 7.0  7.5 

Coagulum  683.8  505.8 

Dry  residuum ....  291.9  185.4 

Ashes 25.5  27.8 

Red  sediment 84.6  30.1 

Fibrine   2.08  1.89 

Water 701.9  763.4 

Dry  residuum 296.0  234.7 

Fat 1.7  8  9 

In    1 00  \  Salts  sol.  in  water  11.8  12.0 

parts  ofj^Oxyde  of  Iron     1.8  0.8 

Ashes.. JPhos.  of  Lime    0.7  0.6 
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Before  taking  the  Iron  the  blood  was  bright  red,  with  mo- 
derately coloured  blood-oorpuscules  and  few  colourless  ones ;  it 
coagulated  in  5'  38" ;  the  serum  was  yellowish,  clear,  alkaline ; 
the  clot  rather  soft. 

.  After  taking  the  Iron  the  blood  had  a  dark  red  colour,  and  be- 
sides the  deep  coloured  blood  corpuscules,  many  colourless  ones 
were  observed;  it  coagulated  in  5'  dCt" ;  the  serum  was  yellow, 
dear,  and  alkaline ;  the  clot  soft. 

During  the  first  three  days  of  taking  the  Iron  the  feelings 
were  not  altered,  with  the  exception  of  an  increase  of  the  appe- 
tite ;  on  the  fourth  day  there  occurred  a  sensation  of  tick/in^  in 
the  urethra,  beginning  during  the  emission  of  urine,  and  lasting 
some  seconds  after  emptying  the  bladder.  Along  with  this 
tickling,  which  increased  from  day  to  day,  and  gradually  involved 
the  whole  urethra,  there  occurred  urgent  desire  to  pass  water, 
which  gave  rise  to  frequent  evacuations  of  the  bladder  during 
the  whole  time  of  taking  the  medicine,  but  the  quantity  of  urine 
evacuated  was  not  sensibly  increased ;  this  symptom  soon  went 
off  after  discontinuing  the  medicine.  The  specific  gravity  of 
the  urine  was  little  changed.  During  the  whole  time  the  urine  is 
described  as  reddish  yellow,  sour,  and  clear ;  during  the  whole 
period  likewise,  the  bowels  were  constipated,  being  moved  only 
every  two  or  three  days ;  they  used  to  be  regular  every  day,  and 
became  so  immediately  on  leaving  off  the  medicine.  On  the 
days  when  the  constipation  occurred,  there  was  repeated  fruitless 
call  to  evacuate  the  bowels ;  the  ftsces  after  the  fifth  day  were 
always  dry,  and  dark  green  ;  three  days  after  the  last  dose  they 
were  again  soft  and  brown. 

On  the  seventh  day  a  very  uncomfortable  pressive  feeling  in 
the  abdomen,  especially  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  occurred 
after  the  second  dose  that  day  ;  touching  the  place  caused  j^at/i. 
This  symptom  generally  disappeared  half  an  hour  aftier  taking 
the  medicine,  but  recurred  after  every  new  dose ;  was  especially 
severe  in  the  evening,  when  it  was  accompanied  by  etnbarrass- 
ment  of  the  head ;  taking  a  walk  immediately  after  swallowing 
the  medicine  either  entirely  prevented  its  occurrence  or  shortened 
its  duration.  Except  a  perceptible  diminution  in  the  brilliancy 
of  the  complexion,  no  other  alteration  occurred  in  this  prover  s 
health. 
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IV. — B.  8.,  aged  21,  strong  limbed,  thin,  pale,  took  in 
twenty-five  days,  from  the  29th  June  to  the  2drd  Jaly,  two 
onnoes  of  Uq.  ferri  acet.,  beginning  with  five  drops,  and  in- 
creasing to  fifty  drops  for  a  dose. 

The  blood  drawn  on  the  25th  June  and  2drd  July  showed  the 

following  condition : 

1000  parts  of  blood  gave : 

Before  taking  the  Iron.  Afterwards. 

Serum 448.2  435.2 

Dry  residuum ....     64.6  40.2 

Ashes 6.6  6.7 

Coagulum  519.4  624.5 

Dry  residuum ....  231.4  174.7 

Ashes 17.4  28.3 

Bed  sediment 32.4  40.8 

Fibrine   2.4  1.7 

Water 756.1  778.0 

Dry  residuum 241.5  220.3 

Fat 1.9  1.8 


In    100^ 
parts  of 
Ashes. . 


Salts  sol.  inwater  18.5     23.5 

Oxyde  of  Iron    2.5     1.4 

Phos.  of  Lime     1.0     ..., 0.9 

Before  taking  the  Iron  the  blood  was  bright  red ;  the  colour 
of  the  blood-corpuscules  light;  few,  but  extremely  large  colour- 
less ones  were  observed ;  the  blood  coagulated  in  7'  50" ;  serum 
yellowish,  clear«  alkaline ;  clot  pretty  firm. 

After  taking  the  Iron  the  blood  was  still  unusually  light ; 
the  blood-corpuscules  were  strongly  coloured ;  but  few  and  small 
colourless  ones  were  observed ;  coagulation  in  8'  20" ;  serum 
as  before,  clot  firm  and  elastic. 

After  each  V.  S.  a  feeling  of  fainting  occurred.  In  spite  of 
the  long  and  vigorous  use  of  the  Iron,  few  symptoms  occurred 
in  this  prover ;  no  urinary  symptoms  were  observed,  and  in  the 
head  only  sUght  confusion  occurred  occasionally. 

For  the  first  half  of  the  period  there  occurred  in  the  digestive 
organs  only  an  occasional  feeling  of  increased  warmth  in  the 
abdomen,  especially  in  the  stomach,  along  with  pressure,  ten- 
sion and  pricking,  which  always  went  ofiT,  or  was  prevented  by 
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motion  immediately  after  taking  the  medicine.  Even  during  the 
last  half  of  the  period  the  large  doses  only  caused  those  sen- 
sations occasionally  when  taken  on  an  empty  stomach.  During 
the  2  last  days  of  taking  the  medicine  the  pricking  in  the  ahdomen 
came  on,  as  also  during  the  day.  During  the  first  4  days  after 
leaving  oflF  the  medicine,  he  was  tormented  hy  colicky  pain, 
with  very  few  intervals  of  ease,  its  severity  was  variable,  move- 
ment had  very  little  influence  on  it ;  on  satisfying  the  call  to 
stool  that  occurred  some  relief  was  obtained ;  partaking  of  food 
increased  the  pain.  It  did  not  disturb  the  rest  at  night,  and 
only  came  on  after  rising.  The  abdomen  was  not  swollen  nor 
sensitive  to  touch,  the  tongue  was  latterly  slightly  furred  white, 
the  appetite  not  impaired. 

On  the  8rd  day  of  taking  the  medicine  the  faeces  became 
greenish,  then  greenish-black,  and  at  length  quite  black,  at 
the  same  time  firmer — ^indeed,  so  extremely  hard,  that  the  whole 
force  by  the  abdominal  muscles  was  required  to  expel  them. 
On  exceeding  26  drops  for  the  single  dose  they  again  became 
loose,  indeed  at  length  quite  soft. 

Twice,  on  the  8rd  July  and  again  on  the  16th,  hoarseness, 
with  a  feeling  of  roughness  in  the  larytix  ensued ;  the  first 
time  it  lasted  three  days,  the  second  time  eight  days.  Each  time 
the  solution  was  swallowed  a  sensation  of  constriction  was 
experienced  in  the  fauces. 

The  first  fortnight  the  mental  and  bodily  energy  was  in- 
creased ;  but  in  the  latter  half  of  the  proving  period  there  oc- 
curred a  feeling  of  weakness,  laziness,  disinclination  for  bodily 
and  mental  activity,  fatigue  on  the  least  exertion,  especially 
on  walking.  In  the  last  days  of  taking  the  medicine,  and  four 
days  aft;er  leaving  it  off,  he  had  an  almost  insuperable  inclina- 
tion to  sleep  under  all  circumstances,  and  at  all  times. 

The  pulse  repeatedly  sank  from  the  normal  70-74  to  68-62, 
and  was  always  very  full  and  tense,  even  for  some  days  after  the 
second  V.  S. 

V. — C.  H.,  aged  20,  stout  and  strong-limbed,  pasty;  skin 
disposed  to  perspire  easily,  tendency  to  rheumatic  affections  and 
catarrhs;  at  this  time  well,  except  a  slight  chronic  bronchial 
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catairh.  He  took  in  17  days,  from  the  ]  0th  to  the  26th  of 
July,  l^t  02.  of  liq.  ferri  acei.^  rising  from  5  drops  to  40  per 
dose. 

The  blood  drawn  on  the  6th  and  26th  July  shewed  the  fol- 
lowing composition : — 

1000  parts  of  blood  gave : 

Before  taking  the  Iron.  Afterwards. 

Serum 397.1  379.2 

Dry  residuum....     46.2  37.3 

Ashes 7.9  4.6 

Coagulum  569.3  562.0 

Dry  residuum....  225.6  168.6 

Ashes 32.8  32.9 

Red  sediment 36.6  58.8 

Fibrine  2.8  2.1 

Water 747.3  789.1 

Dry  residuum 249.8  208.8 

Fat 1.02  1.32 


In  100 
parts  of 
Asnes  •  •  t 


Salts  sol.  in  water  11.0     13.5 

Oxyde  of  Iron     l.O     1.0 

Phos.  of  Lime    0.5     0.6 

Before  taking  the  Iron  the  blood  was  bright  red,  with  light 
coloured  corpuscules  and  few  colourless  ones.  Coagulation  in 
6' 57";  serum  yellow,  clear,  alkaline;  clot  firm,  elastic,  deeply- 
capped,  with  a  thin  huffy  coat.  After  taking  the  Iron,  blood  deep 
red;  blood  corpuscules  deeply-coloured,  and  very  many 
colourless  ones;  coagulation  in  6'  4";  serum  and  clot  as  above. 
Soon  after  taking  the  first  doses  there  occurred  tension  and 
runibUng  in  the  stomach;  increased  on  the  second  day,  but 
decreasing  on  the  third,  and  going  off  entirely  on  the  fourth. 
But  on  the  ninth  day  these  symptoms  increased  to  pressure  and 
weight  with  pinching,  extending  from  the  stomach  all  over 
the  abdomen.  These  symptoms  were  worst  in  the  morning  and 
evening,  and  sometimes  accompanied  with  inclination  to  vomit. 
They  attained  their  maximum  on  the  12th  day  (112  drops  per 
diem).  Although  after  this  still  larger  quantities  were  taken, 
they  gradually  went  off  excepting  a  slight  feeling  of  tension  in 
the  stomach. 


256  Mr.  Caitell 

The  appetite  notwithstanding  this  was  increased ;  the 
tion  excellent;  no  constipation,  only  transient  teneamns  reed 
felt  once  or  twice.  The  colonr  of  the  feeces  commenced  to  change 
soon,  and  ran  through  all  shades,  from  greenish^brown  to  black. 
The  third  day  after  leaving  off  the  medicine  the  normal  oolonr 
had  returned. 

In  the  urinary  apparatus  there  was  only  occasionally  transient 
urgent  call  to  urine  and  frequent  emission,  not  worth  mentioning. 
The  provers  vascular  system  is  very  excitable,  but  not  much 
difference  was  observed  in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  only 
after  taking  the  Iron  10  days,  was  a  greater  tension  of  it  no* 
tioed  and  an  increase  of  the  heart's  beats. 

During  the  first  days  of  the  proving  he  felt  an  increased  feel- 
ing of  health  and  mental  and  bodily  energy ;  but  on  the  fourth 
day  a  feeling  of  weakness  and  weight  in  the  limbs  ensued. 
Along  with  this  there  was  remarkable  alteration  of  the  disposi- 
tion, ill-humour :  he  felt  inclined  for  tiothing;  was  indifferent 
even  to  things  that  on  other  occasions  interested  him ;  every- 
thing appeared  on  the  dark  side,  he  could  not  be  cheered  up ; 
memory  seemed  to  fail  him ;  the  head  all  this  time  remained 
free  from  all  pain  This  alteration  of  the  disposition  seemed  to 
be  independent  of  the  abdominal  affection.  On  the  third  day 
after  leaving  off  the  medicine  there  occurred  sediment  in  tie 
urine,  and  a  peculiar  odour  of  the  perspiration.  His  hce  lost 
in  fulness  and  roundness,  but  it  also  lost  its  pasty  bloated 
appearance,  and  looked  firmer  and  fresher. 

PROVING  OF  SUMBUL. 

By  Mr.  W,  Cattell,  of  King  s  College. 

This  recently  introduced  root  is  a  vegetable  product  of  some 
portion,  as  yet  undetermined,  of  Asia ;  Bucharia  in  the  Mogul 
empire,  north  of  Mount  Thibet,  according  to  the  botanists 
Emam  and  Von  Ledeboir ;  Trebesond  and  Persia,  have  also  their 
advocates,  but  little  beyond  conjecture  is  really  known  of  its 
habitat.  It  comes  to  us  through  the  Russian  market  at  Moscow, 
vid  Kaitke  from  central  Asia,  as  a  thick,  homogeneous,  single 
root,  from  two  to  four  inches  in  diameter ;  from  its  porosity  we 
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may  presume  its  nature  to  be  aquatic,  that  it  grows  in  moist 
l^aoes,  or  by  the  banks  of  rivers ;  of  the  specimens  obtained 
some  are  taberous,  others  fusiform,  bat  without  any  fibrils.  The 
external  surfiu)e  is  generally  dusky  brown  and  very  tough,  thin, 
and  wrinkled;  on  making  a  horizontal  section,  we  find  the  inner 
substances  to  be  arranged  in  couoentrio  layers  of  very  light-grey 
coarse  irregular  fibres.  Its  odour  is  that  of  the  finest  musk, 
which  is  communicated  to  the  breath  for  half-an-hour  after 
taking  the  tincture  or  masticating  the  root,  perceptible  even  to 
the  person  himself.  It  has  the  taste  of,  to  many,  an  agreeable, 
bitter;  according  to  Beinschs  analysis  it  contains  besides  water, 
traces  of  an  etherial  oil,  two  balsamic  (resins)  soluble  in  €Bther, 
— Whence  this  substance  should  be  conjoined  with  alcohol  in  its 
preparation, — the  other  in  alcohol;  also  wax,  aromatic  spirit 
and  a  bitter  substance  soluble  both  in  water  and  alcohol**  From 
^  xvij  of  the  root  he  obtained  |  jss  of  Balsam,  and  firom  this 
extracted  crystalizable  Sumbulic  acid,  gr.  x. 

There  is  at  present  much  difficulty  in  procuring  specimens  of 
tbe  root,  since  Savory,  paving  obtained  almost  the  monopoly, 
refuses  to  part  with  it  except  in  his  preparatious;  those  we  have 
procured  are  firom  Germany  by  means  of  Mr.  Schweitzer,  of 
East  Street,  Brightou,  who  has  lately  received  some  very  fine 
samples.* 

The  Bumbul,  according  to  Dr.  Granville's  f  pamphlet,  from 
which  we  have  before  quoted,  has  awakened  considerable  curi* 

*  Mr.  Headland  has  prepared  triturations  and  the  other  forms  of  Snmbnl 
from  a  portion  of  this  supply. 

f  This  aathor,  in  a  pamphlet  of  40  pages  under  the  title  of  "  Sumbul,*' 
has  reoorded  in  the  gppeater  part,  observations  and  remarks  wholly  foreign 
to  the  subject,  and  keeps  himself  and  his  drugs  constantly  before  the 
xeaderSb  Tlie  foUowing  note  to  his  remarks  upon  the  increased  firequency  of 
imflilmi  death  amongst  the  higher  classes  is  worthy  of  being  transcribed : — 
u  Axnong  its  many  causes  I  reckon  homoeopathy,  or  the  prolonged  use  of  poison- 
out  mManees:  (!!!)  hydropathy,  or  the  act  of  rudely  interfering  with  the 
Batanl  Amctioiis  of  the  heart  and  brain;  also  the  burning  of  gas  in  sleeping 
mpayfaniinta,  Utelj  introduced,  and  the  mUtaken  horror  of  cupping  due  to  a  most 
iomgerouM pMicaUon,  entitled  *  FdUaciee  of  the  Faculty.'"  (! !)  We  commend 
to  iLte  gentleman  the  friendship  of  Dr.  Dick,  who  again  charges  us  in  the 
Lemoet  with  giving  "  doses  of  Bi*chloride  of  Meicury,  which  no  Allopathist 
would  think  of  exceeding." 
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osity  in  the  medical  world  from  its  assooiatioii  with  the  Bussiaii 
method  of  treatment  in  collapsed  cholera,  the  hydra  which 
defies  all  the  knowledge  and  resonrces  of  allopathy,  that  owns 
with  sorrow  its  unavailing  power.  *  The  deaths  were  reduced 
from  half  to  one-third  of  those  attacked  at  St.  Petersborgh,  and 
this  was  in  a  great  measure  attributed  to  the  beneficial  action  of 
Sumbul  in  producing  re-action.  Dr.  Tillmann,  of  the  Petro- 
Paulowsky  Hospital,  where  it  was  most  extensively  used,  found 
this  power  so  great  as  to  demand  the  strictest  caution  from  its 
tendency  to  induce  cerebral  excitement  and  typhoid  fever,  a 
result  often  witnessed  in  the  Bussian  hospitals. 

In  Persia  it  is  used  as  a  household  remedy  against  *'  mepAitic 
or  depressing  exhalations,  especially  in  mines." 

Dr.  Beinsch,  before  quoted,  states  its  efi&caoy  in  nervous  atro- 
phy to  be  undoubted.  Drs.  Tillmann  and  Biohter  (of  Moscow) 
have  employed  it  with  very  marked  henejit  in  low  and  nervous 
fevers  succeeding  typhus.  According  to  Pereira  (Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  1848)  Dr.  Martiny,  of  Darmstadt,  has  used  it  eucoesBfolly 
in  all  cases  of  dropsy  depending  on  impaired  nervous  organism. 
Dr.  Granville  has  found  it  most  efficacious  in  hysteria,  and 
speedily  cured  a  case  where  the  patient  complained  of  corkscrow 
pains  in  the  left  region  of  the  uteras  and  its  appendages,  which 
had  long  baffled  the  skill  of  allopathy ;  in  another  where  a 
young  lady  near  upon  the  critical  age,  after  the  discharge  of  a 
gathering  at  the  head  of  the  psoas  muscle,  suffered  witfi  hys- 
terical spasms,  a  few  doses  of  Sumbul  removed  them;  in  a  case 
o^  deficient  nervous  power,  in  a  childless  married  lady,  who  had 
suffered  much  from  dysmenia,  it  was  also  of  great  benefit 

Of  its  benefit  in  epilepsy  nothing  at  all  satisfactory  has  yet 
appeared ;  relief  was  afforded  in  one  case  where  the  disease  was 
spinal  and  the  attacks  nocturnal  and  weekly ;  in  cerebellic  epi- 
lepsy in  an  unmarried  middle-aged  lady,  with  sudden  falls 
forward,  foaming  at  the  mouth,  and  unconsciousness  after  the  at- 
tack, of  its  having  taken  place :  during  the  exhibition  of  Sumbul 
they  became  less  frequent  and  shorter  in  duration,  and  appear 

*  At  the  Westminster  Medical  Society  lust  gummer;  and  again  Elliotaon's 
Practice  of  Physio;  Dr.  Bushnan's  new  work  on  the  Cholera— we  believe  him 
to  be  the  editor  of  the  Medical  Timet^  and  therefore  an  **  aathoanty." 
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to  have  asbeided.    Two  cases  at  Kill's  College  Hospital  also 
received  benefit  from  this  remedy.* 

SuiiBUL. 

Sum. — ^Boot  of  the  Sunbul  or  Sambul. 

Antid. — Camj)h,,  mere,  spig.,  and  the  following  ? 

CoHPARE  WITH — ^Acon.»  am.,  asp,,  bryon.,  calc.,  camph.,  chin. 
ehin.  9ulph.,  coflf.,  con.,  coral.,  crot,  hep,,  hydr.,  ign.,  iod.,  laoh., 
lye.  mere,,  (mosch.),  natr.,  natrom.,  n-vom.,  op,,  petr.,  phos. 
phos-ac,  plat,  plumb,,  puis.,  ran-sc,  rhus.,  rut,  sel.  seneg., 
Sep,,  sil.,  spiff,  stann.,  sulph.,  verat,  zinc. 

Duration  of  action. — Three  to  four  months. 

Clinical  Beiicarks. — The  following  are  some  of  those  dis- 
eases in  which  this  remedy  will  probably  be  found  beneficial : — 
Influenza;  cold  in  the  head;  catarrh.  Coryza;  coryza  with 
chronic  stoppage  at  the  nose.  Affections  chiefly  of  left  side  ? 
and  in  the  norvous  and  sanguine  temperament  ?  Nervous  atony, 
debility.  Impotence ;  efiects  of  venereal  excess.  Balanorrhoea  f 
Inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  (left  eye?)  Ascarides.  Diarr- 
bcoa  ?  obstinate  constipation.  Catarrh  of  the  bladder.  Catarr- 
hal, nervous,  intennittent,  or  verminous  fevers.  Dysmenorrhoea. 
Phimosis.  Epilepsy  ?  Chorea  ?  Pleuritis,  especially  in  left  side. 
Incipient  phthisis  ?    Diseases  of  the  heart.  Porrigo  scutellata  ? 

Commenced  Aug.  1,  with  gtt.  x  at  night  mother  tincture,  and 
gr.  XX  morning ;  no  symptoms  for  one  or  two  days ;  |  ss  night 
and  morning,  and  then  every  four  hours ;  afterwards  the  dose 
was  divided  into  gtt  ij  every  hour,  then  |  ss  of  1st  dilution. 

Aug.  4th. — ^Dry  transient  heat  all  over  the  body  increased 
by  exertion ;  it  comes  in  flushes  firom  within  to  the  surface;  heat 
in  the  skin  which  is  ruddy  and  becomes  moist;  pulse  70,  weak, 
low,  and  irregular.  Shootings  in  right  hypochondria.  Itching  in 
genitals,  with  increased  desire ;  tensive  pulsation  in  left  sper- 
matic chord  when  walking. 

*  At  King's  College  Hospital,  where  it  has  been  used  extensively  in  an 
wuimu^y  large  number  ofcoBCi  of  epilepsy  during  the  present  year,  very  little 
piraeiTahle  benefit  has  been  derived ;  it  was  the  only  medicine  employed— in 
ikot  only  one  or  two  cotes  hayo  been  affected  at  all,  and  those  wore  cases  depend- 
ing CD  syphilitic  causes,  which  were  treated  by  other  remedies.  Before  the 
€nploynient  of  Sumbul  the  Cotyledon  Umbilicus  used  to  bo  similarly  exhibited 
in  this  hofital,  hut  has  been  found  useless. 

s2 
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5th. — ^[Sensation  (painful)  as  if  internal  ligaments  and  cover- 
ings of  right  knee  were  loosened,  on  stepping;  transient] 
morning. — Tenacious  mucus  in  throat;  stuflBng  at  root  of 
nose;  sneezing.  Constipation  two  days;  stool  soft,  preceded  by 
flatus. 

Cth. — Itching  in  prepuce.  Sensation  of  slightly-benumbing 
constriction  in  brain,  as  if  contracted — morning. 

7th. — Left  testis  became  suspended.  Stool  hard;  borboryg- 
mi.  Fulness  in  head  and  its  vessels,  with  sensation  of  dizzi- 
ness, and  oppressive  fulness  in  the  forehead  and  over  eyes. 
Gnawing  pains  in  right  hypogastric  region  below  last  lib. 
Sleepiness  in  morning,  with  languor.    Weakness  in  forearms. 

8th. — Tired  feeling  of  insufficient,  unrefreshing  sleep ;  sleep 
prolonged  in  morning,  with  difficult  arousing  from  falling  sud- 
denly asleep  again,  with  vivid  dreams.  Skin  peels  oif  the  nose  in 
dry  patches.  Voice  like  speaking  through  the  nose,  from  obstruct- 
ing mucus  at  root  of  nose  extending  down  into  throat;  evening. 

9th. — Constipation  for  three  days;  emission  of  fetid  flatus. 
Febrile  heat,  dry  skin  or  clammy  perspiration,  pulse  78,  irre- 
gular. Sneezing.  Bruised  beaten  feel  in  muscles  of  the  arms ; 
listlessness  and  languor.  Stool  large,  slightly  fetid.  Oppres- 
sive fulness  and  heaviness  in  forehead  and  over  eyes.  Phlegm 
in  throat.  Bruised,  beaten  sensation  in  muscles  of  the  arms, 
chiefly  in  triceps  of  left  arm.  Want  of  relish  for  animal  diet  and 
stout;  languor;  tongue  covered  with  moist  brown  coating; 
pulse  80,  low  and  weak.  Dry  heat  in  abdomen,  which  flushes  to 
the  skin ;  pulse  sinks  to  70,  irregular ;  palpitation  of  the  heart. 

lOth. — Excessive  weakness  and  beaten  sensation  inside  left 
arm  and  in  triceps.  Sneezing;  languor  and  oppression,  weari- 
ness and  lassitude.  Borborygmi;  heat  in  abdomen  under  the 
navel,  feverish  heat  in  abdomen  and  stomach,  whence  it  rises 
into  the  throat  and  head,  and  flushes  to  the  skin  which  becomes 
moist.  Constipation  without  desire  to  evacuate,  as  if  from  con- 
striction of  the  anus. 

1 1th. — Sensation  of  fulness  and  heaviness  in  abdomen.  Stool 
large,  soft.  Palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  transient  flushes  of 
heat.    Aching,  beaten  sensation  in  muscles,  chiefly  triceps,  of  left 

*  Did  not  apiKar  again—symptoms  enclosed  thus  [    ]  are  donbtfuL 
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onn.  Erosion,  burning  heat  and  rawness  in  the  throat,  with 
phlegm  (tenacioos  mucus).  Voice  rough.  Stool  soft,  paplike. 
Slight  brown  coating  on  tongue ;  clogged  sensation  in  body, 
especially  in  head  and  stomach ;  want  of  relish,  and  taste  cleunmy ; 
appetite  great  without  thirst.  Pressive  oppression  in  forehead. 
Ghiawing  pains  in  right  hypogastric  region.  Sensation  of  throb- 
bing in  nape  of  neck,  in  abdomen,  and  lumbar  region.  Lanci- 
nations  and  biting  pains  in  left  breast,  increased  by  a  deep 
inspiration.  Twitchings  in  left  eyebrow.  Burning,  dry  heat  in 
stomach  rising  into  throat;  tongue  feels  rough  as  if  scraped. 
Fulness  in  head,  especially  forehead  and  cerebellum; — oppressive 
fulness  in  forehead.  Heat  in  nape  of  the  neck.  Pulsation  in  nape 
of  neck,  and  between  shoulder-blades,  with  heat — mother  tr.  J  ss 
in  5  ij  doses — night. 

1 2th. — Tongue  covered  with  brown  coating  in  morning  (on 
awaking).  Sickliness  and  faintness  all  over;  sinking  of  the 
heart,  which  beats  softly  as  if  in  water.  Shooting  pains  and 
ihrobbings  in  sacrum,  6  p.  m.  Eructations  of  wind  ;  saliva  in- 
creased, 7  p.m.  Pain  and  heat  in  forehead;  melancholy,  no 
desire  for  labour,  even  intellectual ;  evening.  Sickliness ;  heat 
in  throat ;  breath  feels  hot ;  pulse  00,  strong.  Shootings  in  right 
bypochondrium,  whilst  walking. 

13th. — Sudden  sensation  of  some  foreign  body  in  left  eye,  like 
grit  or  dust,  which  seems  to  diffuse  itself  over  the  eyeball  and  ob- 
scures the  sight ;  eye  cannot  bear  the  light,  5  p.m.;  worse  at  6  p.  m. 
lacrymation ;  it  cannot  be  opened  more  than  half-way  as  if  eye- 
lids were  swollen,  and  very  painful  when  closed,  so  as  to  disturb 
sleep. 

14th. — Awoke  at  6  a.  m.  with  aching  pain  in  left  eye,  the 
pressure  of  the  closed  eyelid  very  painful ;  red  streaks  across  the 
cornea  towards  external  canthus.  Inflammation  of  conjunctiva 
of  left  eye  towards  external  canthus ;  sensation  of  some  fixed 
grit  or  foreign,  sharp  substance  which  grates  against  the  eyeball 
when  turned  outwards;  aching  pains  in  left  eye,  worse  when 
moving  it ;  eyeball  cannot  easily  be  turned  outwards.  Heat  in 
tongue  and  throat,  and  in  stomach.  Dull  pain  of  tomples ;  dull 
pain  and  tensive  fulness  in  head,  increasing  at  6  p.  m.  8  p.  m. 
Grieat  heat  and  perspiration  whilst  walking  slowly ;  heat  after 
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the  least  exertion ;  the  heat  comes  in  flashes,  followed  hy  moist 
skin.    Left  testis  continues  suspended. 

1 5th. — Sleep  prolonged  in  morning  with  yivid  dreams.  Tongue 
white,  with  slight  hrown  crust  in  centre  and  at  back ;  morning. 
Heat  and  burning  sensation  in  genitals,  in  the  evening,  6  p.m. 
— 8  p.m.,  chiefly  in  perineum  between  the  thighs  and  g^ans 
penis.  Increased  sexual  desire ;  abundance  of  amorous  ideas. 
Soreness  of  extremity  of  penis  from  friction  of  the  clothes  in 
walking.  Glans  penis  and  lining  membrane  of  prepuce  pain&l 
and  irritable ;  tingling  in  glans  penis ; — left  scrotum  hot  and 
inflamed ;  skin  in  places  excoriated,  leaving  a  bright  red  surface 
beneath.  Shooting  pains  and  sensation  of  great  heat  in  left  testis, 
and  burning  pain.  Soreness  and  rawness  in  the  throat.  Erythema 
of  scrotum  on  left  side,  exactly  to  raph6,  and  of  glans  and  lining 
membrane  of  prepuce ;  redundant  secretion  of  smegma  behind 
glans  near  frenum.  Mirthftil,  witty,  inclined  to  gaiety ;  con- 
tinued smiling ;  calm,  contented ;  amorous,  fond  of  the  society 
of  women ;  cannot  feel  compassion.  Heat  in  skin  of  whole  body, 
especially  in  hands  (which  are  ruddy  and  the  veins  distended), 
and  in  feet. 

16th. — Dull  pain  in  forehead  over  eyes ;  langour.  Sneezing. 
Sense  of  flabbiness  and  rawness  in  left  scrotum,  in  morning. 
Emission  of  hot  ofiensive  flatus — ^pulse  82,  ftill;  greasy*  sweat 
Burning  tinglings  in  glans  penis ;  prepuce  and  glans  moist  with 
a  watery  saltish  smelling  fluid;  excoriation  of  left  scrotum. 
Pulse  74,  strong,  very  irregular;  feverish  heat  in  flushes, 
transient,  with  moist  skin,  pulse  very  compressible  during  the 
flush.  Mirthfulness  and  smiling,  nothing  disturbs.  Aching  rheu- 
matic pain  from  right  knee  to  ancle  externally  when  walking ; 
tensive  pains  in  left  side  just  below  axilla.  Extremity  of  prepuce 
thickened ;  phimosis ;  excretion  of  whitish  curdy  matter  abun- 
dantly between  glans  and  prepuce ;  glans  and  prepuce  bluish-red 
and  swollen ;  testis  on  left  side  dark  red,  entirely  excoriated ; 
saltish  smell  from  genitals,  and  secretion  of  saltish  smelling 
fluid.  Bound  sore  elevations  of  the  cuticle  on  left  parietal  bone, 
painful  when  touched,  dry  and  coming  off  in  dry  scabs,  at  dif- 
ferent times  ;  chiefly  in  a  line  over  ear. 

17th. — Hai^shness,  roughness,  and  slight  tickling  in  throat; 

*  Usually  clammy  or  greasy  sweat. 
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Bneezing.  Tongde  white  and  brown  streak  down  the  middle, 
wider  at  back ;  morning.  Constipation.  Stuffing  in  nose,  with 
diminished  smell.  Dreams  vivid  in  morning,  sleep  prolonged  like 
half'sleep,  difficulty  in  arousing  oneself.  Shooting  pains  in 
flOLtremity  of  peniis.  Sensation  of  heat  and  uneasiness  in  nape  of 
neok,  along  oervioal  spinal  chord.  Vertigo  on  stooping  and  from 
using  warm  water ;  fainting,  swimming  before  the  eyes ;  loud 
niging  and  hissing  in  both  ears;  weakness  and  trembling; 
ttckUness  and  sight  obscured ;  inability  to  stoop  from  vertigo ; 
evening.  Secretion  of  greenish-yellow  pus  from  excoriated  sur- 
face of  scrotum ;  voluptuous  itching,  tickling  in  prepuce.  6  p.m. 
— ^Flies  troublesome  and  continually  settle  on  the  skin,  which  is 
moist  with  clammy  perspiration ;  throbbing  in  left  side  of  sacrum. 
Watery  ooryza.  Perspiration  in  flushes ;  heat  which  rises  to  the 
bead;  giddiness,  langour  and  sleepiness  in  afternoon  and  at 
6  p.m.,  with  protracted  sleep  at  night  (till  1  a.m.)  Sensation 
'•8  of  cobwebs  being  moved  over  di£ferent  parts,  first  of  cerebel- 
lum and  then  over  face ;  heat  and  profuse  sweat  at  night  in 
bed. 

]  8th. — Sleep  prolonged  in  morning.  Goryza  of  yellow  mucus ; 
complete  stuffing  in  the  nose ;  hoarseness  and  tenacious  mucus 
in  throaty  which  renders  it  convenient  to  keep  the  mouth  con- 
stantly open.  Feverish  heat,  transient,  in  frequent  flushes ; 
poise  96-100,  very  irregular.  Dryness  in  mouth  and  throat,  no 
thirst,  no  relish  for  food,  taste  clammy.  Langour,  debihty ;  feel 
■ill.  Sensation  as  if  skin  of  face  were  tightened.  Mirthfulness ; 
smiling  good  humour ;  wittily  inclined  ;  sympathy  with  suffer- 
ing seems  robbed  of  its  pain.  Sensibility  to  cold  ^r,  especially 
to  the  least  draught.  Constipation.  Want  of  sexual  desire ;  dis- 
-eharge  from  glans,  aqueous ;  itching  in  extremity  of  prepuce  at 
intervals  ;  (biting,  stinging,  pleasureable  sensation) — evening. 

19th. — Shootings,  tensive  pains  in  lower  right  hypochondrium. 
Urine  clear  when  passed,  with  white  small  shreds  floating ;  after 
some  hours  there  forms  near  the  bottom  a  white  cloud,  floating, 
easily  disturbed,  in  which  the  shreds  appear  Uke  white  spots ; 
iriiite  sediment  passes  freely  and  painless,  but  feels  hot  to  glans ; 
aching  in  left  testis.  Loss  of  smell,  and  taste  deficient ;  tongue 
white  with  slight  brown  in  centre  and  at  back ;  morning.  Tena- 
cious mucus  in  throat  of  sweetish  taste.      Cold  in  the  head 
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worse  in  the  morning.  Coldness  of  the  body ;  pulse  very 
irregular^  66,  weak,  low  and  occasional  qmck  fall  beats,  com- 
pressible. Dryness  and  heat  of  lips  and  month ;  tickling  in 
throat.  Heaviness  in  head  and  forehead.  Skin  dry«  (no  sweat) 
pale  and  cold,  with  empty  vessels,  followed  by  clammy  sweat 
Hacking  cough,  from  irritation  in  throat  as  if  from  wann  air 
ascending  spiraUy ; — in  day  time.  Sensation  of  cold  air  cm 
lumbar  region  of  back.  Urine  passes  clear,  qniokly,  painless  and 
free,  bright  reddish  yellow ;  feels  hot  in  its  passage  throngh 
glans ;  after  some  time  the  clondy  -white  floating  appearance, 
disturbed,  is  seen  at  bottom ;  phimosis  ;  constriction  of  prepuce 
a  Uttle  above  extremity  (which  is  swollen),  retaining  drops  (tf 
urine.  Breath  at  times  hot  to  the  hand,  offensive ;  pulse  70, 
very  irregular,  strong  then  narrow,  compressible.  Tongue  rather 
flabby,  pitted  with  the  impress  of  the  teeth  on  its  edges,*  pcqailte 
at  apex  enlarged,  papillee  conicee  and  filiformaB  slightly  enlarged, 
coated  white  with  brown  crust  at  back.  Constipation  (for  nine 
days)  without  inclination.  Coryza;  aqueous  running  from  nose. 
Emission  of  flatus.     Aching  in  left  eye  from  (artificial)  light 

20th. — Hoarseness  and  tenacious  mucus,  sweet- tasting,  in 
throat,  causing  hawking  but  without  detaching  it  upwards; 
tightness,  tensive  stretched  feeling  across  chest  between  left 
breast  and  sternum,  and  in  left  breast,  worse  on  inspiration ; 
morning.  Pulse  58-60,  with  occasional  powerful  quick  beats; 
coldness  in  the  whole  body;  morning.  Heat  after  dinner  in 
flushes;  pulse  rises  to  88;  slight  palpitation  of  the  heart 
Tickling,  pleasureable  itching  in  preputial  extremity  at  intervals; 
6  p.m.  Skin  dry,  as  if  washed  in  acid  water.  Pulse  70  ;  cough 
in  the  evening ;  langour,  weariness ;  appetite  variable,  large  at 
one  meal,  absent  at  the  next,  without  relish  ;  thirst  for  wine- 
evening. 

21  St. — Coldness  all  over  the  body  without  flushes  of  heat 
during  the  day ;  skin  dry,  as  if  washed  in  acid  water ;  cough  in 
morning.  Constipation  for  eleven  days ;  stool  passed  with  slight 
straining,  compact,  without  lumps,  rather  soft ;  evening.  Nose 
sore  about  edges  from  cold  aqueous  coryza.  Thirst  for  stimulants, 
especially  wine,  in  the  evening ;  breath  offensive. 

*  As  in  collapse  fever,  small  pox,  &c. 
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22nd. — ^PliimoBis  (partial)  and  without  pain  or  tenderness. 
Dieam  of  coition,  accompanied  by  profuse  sudden  emission,  and 
awaking  lying  on  right  side.  Tongue  white  with  brown  crust 
at  back ;  appetite  good ;  backing  cough ;  morning.  Tensive 
pains  in  muscles  of  neck  along  left  shoulder  over  superior 
edge  of  shoulder-blade.  Coldness  and  dry  white  shrunken  skin  ; 
poise  52-6,  compressible,  very  irregular.  Fit  of  hysterical  laugh- 
tor  and  tears ;  heat  in  flushes  all  over  the  body;  skin  of  hands 
ruddy  and  their  yeins  distended ;  pulse  90,  followed  by  moisture 
on  the  skin ;  morning.  Sensation  of  cold  wind  in  lumbar  region 
of  back.  Urine  clear  and  as  before.  Tenacious  mucus  in  throat, 
greenish.  Tickling  in  extremity  of  prepuce  at  intervals ;  6  p.  m. 
Desire  for  wine;  heat  in  flushes  all  over  the  body;  hands 
ruddy  and  their  veins  distended.  Transient  flushes  of  heat ; 
pulse  narrow ;  mucus  in  throat  tenacious ;  evening. 

2drd. — Tongue  dirty  brown  at  back ;  morning.  Dream  of 
coition,  with  profuse  sudden  ejaculation  and  awaking,  followed 
in  morning  by  dulness  over  eyes  and  in  forehead,  and  difficulty 
in  retaining  or  collecting  ideas ;  sleep  prolonged  in  a  half  waking 
deep,  with  vivid  dreams  of  having  already  risen  and  drest,  dream 
influenced  by  occurrences  in  next  room.  Thirst  for  stimulants, 
evening ;  wine  tastes  very  agreeable  but  does  not  satisfy  or  allay 
the  desire.  Sleepiness  aflLer  a  walk ;  evening.  Shooting  pain  in 
first  upper  molar  of  left  side,  extending  into  cheek. 

24th. — Sunbeams  affect  the  head,  which  feels  full  of  blood ; 
sensation  of  heat  and  uneasiness  with  fulness  in  cerebellum, 
extending  to  spinal  chord  ;  dulness  in  head,  dizziness ;  inability 
to  stoop  from  giddiness.  Uneasiness  and  sensation  of  swelling  in 
spinal  chord  and  nape  of  neck,  chiefly  an  left  side,  slight  prick- 
ings and  throbbings  as  if  about  to  inflame,  excited  and  increased 
by  heat,  especiaUy  of  the  sun ;  uneasiness  in  nape  of  neck  and 
tcembling  heat,  chiefly  in  left  side  below  cerebellum,  extending 
in  a  less  degree  down  the  spinal  column  to  sacrum.  Trembling 
heat,  as  if  along  nerves  of  back  and  neck,  during  the  day,  with 
a  £eeling  of  insecurity  and  want  of  confidence  in  self-controul 
over  the  movements.  Tranquillity,  indolent  good  humour,  mirth- 
fiilness.  Shooting  pain  in  first  lower  molar,  left  side — morning. 
Stool,  with  great  expulsive  efforts,  preceded  by  sickliness,  com- 
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motion  of  intestines,  and  sickly  pain  in  left  iUao  and  ingoinal 
legions,  rather  soft,  very  long  and  thin,  with  sensation  as  if  rectom 
protruded  and  anns  were  not  closed-^  p.  m.  erening.  Warmth 
all  day ;  heat  transient,  in  flushes ;  pulse  88,  irregular — morn- 
ing.   Sensation  of  cobwebs  moving  over  face  at  10  p.  m.  in  bed. 

25th. — Forcing-down  pains,  commotion  in  intestines  and  sick- 
liness, especially  in  left  abdomen ;  stool  rather  soft,  passed 
suddenly  with  sensation  of  rawness  in  anus ;  pain  and  uneasi- 
ness as  if  rectum  protruded  at  anus — ^morning.  Sensation  as  if 
rectum  protruded,  uneasy  dryness  at  anus  which  does  not  seem 
closed,  painful  when  walking.  Urine  clear  yellowish  red,  cloudy 
floating  appearance  forms  in  bottom,  oily  pellicle  on  surfece. 
Shooting  pain  from  back  of  ring  finger  to  wrist  of  left  hand 
(along  ulnar  nerve) — at  night  10  p.m.  Clearness  of  intellect, 
especially  in  evening. 

26th. — Soreness,  as  of  excoriation,  in  upper  part  of  throat, 
on  left  side  near  tonsil,  painftil  when  speaking;  at  noon.  Hack- 
ing cough  at  short  intervals,  from  irritation  in  throat,  as  of  hot 
air  rising  spirally ;  6  p.  m.  and  evening.  Tenacious  obstructing 
mucus  in  throat,  with  hoarseness.  Vivacity ;  hastiness.  Itching 
tingling  in  prepuce ;  evening.     Intellect  very  clear ;  evening. 

27th. — Urine  clear,  yellowish,  red,  with  small  white  floating 
shredlike  particles,  which  after  a  time  fall  into  the  cloudy  ap- 
pearance at  bottom,  like  white  spots;  whitish  sediment;  sore- 
ness, as  of  excoriation,  in  throat  and  upper  part  and  back  of 
mouth,  left  side ;  noon.  Nervous  heat ;  pulse  irregular,  82-88, 
compressible,  narrow,  occasionally  strong;  heat  especially  in 
hands,  which  are  ruddy,  and  veins  distended,  and  in  feet  and 
skin.  Oppressive  dull  pains  in  forehead ;  desire  for  wine ;  even- 
ing— ^intellect  clear  in  evening. 

28th. — Sleep  prolonged  with  Ught  sleep,  difficult  arousing; 
dreams  vivid ;  amorous  dreams ;  morning.  Cough  hacking, 
from  irritation  in  throat,  as  of  hot  air  rising  spirally ;  morn- 
ing, noon,  and  evening.  Stuffing  in  nose,  extending  d4nim 
its  chamber  ;  always  worse  half  an  hour  after  a  dose;  breath 
hot  and  balmy  in  mouth,  hot  to  hand  and  to  the  lips,  in  expira- 
tion from  the  nose ;  heat  in  throat  which  makes  breath  hot  like 
warm  balmy  air ;  weariness ;  nervous  excitement  and  heat,  es- 
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pedally  in  bead  from  listeiiing  to  a  disputation ;  evening.  Urine 
olear,  with  few  white  floating  partidesy  deposits  a  reddisdi  brown 
aadiment>  thick  and  muddy,  with  oily  pellicle. 

29th. — Coldness,  in  morning;  sensation  of  cold  wind  in 
lumbar  region  of  back ;  itching  in  skin  of  nose ;  morning. 
HackiDg  cough,  troublesome,  frequent,  excited  by  speaking,  and 
lidding  in  throat ;  morning.  ^Lassitude,  especially  in  the  limbs, 
chiefly  left  arm  and  leg ;  languor  and  oppressive  dull  pain  in 
the  forehead.  Appetite  deficient,  especially  for  animal  food; 
want  of  taste ;  taste  dammy  at  noon ;  with  eructations  and  taste 
of  food  (herring)  many  hours  (8)  after  eating.  Shooting  pains 
in  cardiac  end  of  stomach,  (left  hypochondrium)  >  oppressive  dull 
pain  in  forehead ;  nausea  all  day.  Faintness  and  vertigo,  with 
swimming  in  the  eyes  on  stooping.  Absence  of  sexual  desire, 
(since  left  scrotum  healed)  as  if  from  physical  weakness ;  erec- 
tions few,  and  without  pleasure.  Humour  fidgetty,  nervous 
0xdtability;  cannot  continue  reading,  restless;  irritability  and 
agitation,  from  harsh  music ;  evening.  Eructations  with  taste 
of  bread ;  7  p.m.  Tickling  in  throat,  inciting  to  cough  ;  6  p.  m. 
Tingling  heat  in  feet  and  palms  of  hands ;  heat  in  flushes  to  the 
ddn ;  hands  ruddy ;  veins  distended ;  evening.  Gnawing  pains 
in  right  hypogastric  region ;  evening.  Taste  of  horse  chesnuts ; 
night — (after  half  an  hour,  dose  ^/istb). 

80th. — Sleep  prolonged ;  many  dreams,  never  disagreeable  or 
^ghtfol.  Coldness  in  morning,  especially  hands  and  feet; 
those  of  left  side  feel  icy  cold,  benumbed ;  sensation  of  cold 
wind  in  lumbar  region.  Weariness  and  fatigue  from  the  least 
exertion,  especially  in  muscles  of  arms  and  hands,  chiefly  on  left 
aide.  Urine  dear  last  night,  with  white  shreds ;  after  standing 
becomes  thick  and  muddy  at  bottom,  and  deposits  a  rosy-pink 
sediment,  which  clings  to  the  vessel  when  shaken  about ;  oily 
pellicle.  Physical  weakness.  Soreness,  as  of  excoriation,  in 
upper  part  of  throat  and  back  of  mouth,  left  side,  at  noon. 
Pain  in  forehead  after  dinner,  dull ;  ftillness  in  forehead ;  giddi- 
nesa  on  stooping.  Great  appetite;  (for  bread)  —  Sneezing; 
stuffing  in  nose;  6  p.  m.  and  evening.  Nervous  excitability; 
restlessness  whilst  reading ; — pricking  pains  in  left  side,  close  un- 
der ribs;  evening.  Anxious  activity,  with  physical  weakness  and 
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debility;  emaciated,  face  very  pale,  thin.  Hands  ruddy,  and  veins 
distended  ;  heat  in  flushes ;  general  wannth,  pulse  very  irregular, 
compressible  ;  heat  followed  by  moist  skin  ;  evening.  Abdomen 
fill],  and  distended,  with  sensation  of  heaviness.  Tensive  pain  in 
left;  breast;  evening.  Taste  of  horse  chestnuts,  night — after 
C/w)  half  an  hour. 

3 1  St. — Constant  want  to  swallow,  with  accumulation  of  tena- 
cious mucus  in  throat,  and  increased  saliva;  morning.  Tightness 
under  left  breast.  Cough  hacking,  which  detaches  sweet  mucus 
into  the  mouth  ;  stuffing  in  the  nose  and  its  chambers,  of  thick 
bright  yellow  gummy  mucus  ;  morning.  Urine  clear,  deposits  a 
whitish  sediment,  which  adheres  to  the  vessel  when  moved  about. 
Twitching  pain  in  left  iliac  region.  Pulse  strong,  compressible, 
very  irregular ;  heat  all  over  the  body,  and  in  flushes ; — tongue 
elongated,  red  ;  slight  desire  for  wine  ;  evening. 

Sept.  1st. — Tongue  white,  elongated ;  morning.  Sleep  pro- 
longed ;  dreams  many  and  vivid ;  dull  constrictive  pain  in  fore- 
head on  rising;  weariness.  Heaviness  in  the  head;  stuffing 
of  yellow  mucus  in  nose,  the  root,  and  chamber,  extending 
down  into  throat;  obstructing  mucus  in  throat;  sneezing; 
cough  from  tickling  in  throat,  as  if  to  clear  throat ;  9  a.  m. 
morning.  Slight  gnawing  pains  in  right  hypogastric  region; 
morning.  (Cough  ejects  sweet  mucus  into  mouth.)  Emission 
of  offensive  flatus ;  abdomen  distended.  Faintness  on  hear- 
ing music,  the  loud  notes  jar  in  the  head.  General  warmth; 
heat  in  face,  hands  and  feet ;  hands  ruddy,  distended  veins ; 
pulse  72,  very  irregular,  compressible.  Heat  in  flushes  ;  pulse 
narrow,  compressible,  94,  very  irregular  (now  at  66,  now  100). 
Abdomen  very  distended,  heavy  (not  hard) ;  emission  of  flatus. 
Stuffing  in  nose ;  6  p.  m.  and  evening.  Tendency  to  fainting 
from  stooping  or  excitement.  Stool  passed  with  difficulty,  (after 
six  days  constipation)  in  pieces  and  gritty ;  7  p.  m.  Sneezing. 
Sensation  of  something  moving  in  rectum  ;  8  p.  m. — Cough 
hacking,  from  tickling  in  throat,  at  intervals.  Dry  tingling  heat 
in  skin,  and  hands  and  feet;  hands  ruddy,  veins  distended; 
followed  by  moist  skin ;  pulse  full,  very  irregular,  compressible; 
evening.  Itching  in  prepuce,  at  night.  Intellect  clear ;  evening. 
Wakefulness  at  night,  but  fall  asleep  soon  and  easily. 
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Sept  2nd. — Sleep  prolonged  in  morning ;  many  most  agree- 
able dreams ;  amorous  dreams.  Stuffing  in  nose  of  thick  tena- 
oioos  yellow  mucus^  at  root  of  nose  and  its  chambers ;  voice 
obstructed  by  mucus  in  throat;  hoarseness;  morning  (after 
9  a.  m.)*  Stifiness  and  pain  in  muscles  of  neck  at  back,  on 
rotating  the  head.  Urine  deposits  whitish  cloud ;  coyered  with 
oily  pellicle.  Itching  in  prepuce ;  morning.  Emission  of  flatus. 
Constant  swallowing;  cough  from  tickling  in  throat,  at  intervals ; 
morning.  Tickling  in  lining  membrane  of  prepuce.  Cold  in  the 
head;  heaviness  and  oppressive  fulness  in  forehead;  pain  in 
left  temple ;  coughing  and  hiccup ;  shaking  hacking  coughs. 
Appetite  good ;  no  relish  for  stout ;  want  of  rehsh,  and  loss  of 
smell.  Tensive  pain  near  top  of  sacrum,  left  side  of  back,  when 
walking.  Heat  in  flushes ;  heat  all  over  the  body ;  afternoon 
and  evening.  Tingling  in  extremity  of  prepuce ;  6  p.  ul  Taste 
of  bread  ;  7^9  p.  m.  Singing  (as  of  a  kettle)  in  right  ear ;  even- 
ing. Thirst  for  stimulants;  frequent  transient  flushes  of  heat  all 
over  the  body ;  general  warmth ;  dry  tingling  heat  in  skin ; 
fulness  of  hands  and  feet ;  hands  ruddy,  with  distended  veins ; 
beat  in  head  and  face,  followed  by  moist  skin ;  evening — intel- 
lect clear ;  evening. 

8rd. — Sleep  prolonged ;  many  vivid  dreams.  Stuffing  in  nose 
and  its  chambers.  Hacking  cough.  Emission  of  flatus.  Mistakes 
in  writing;  mild,  good  humoured;  excitable.  Tensive  pain  and 
gnawing  in  right  hypogastric  region,  worse  on  a  deep  inspira- 
tion. Abdomen  full,  distended.  No  rehsh  for  stout  Hands 
cold,  clammy ;  morning.  Tongue  covered  with  moist  brown 
coating,  papillee  red,  enlarged ;  morning.  Emission  of  flatus ; 
stool  rather  soft,  sudden ;  7  p.  m.    Intellect  clear ;  evening. 

4th. — Emission  of  flatus.  Tensive  pain  in  left  side  under  ribs, 
in  a  line  with  the  nipple ;  worse  on  inspiration ;  morning,  9  a.  m. 
Voice  obscured.  Palpitation  of  the  heart,  from  the  least  ex- 
ertion. Tensive  pains  over  stomach,  cardiac  end,  and  through 
left  breast ;  sUght  shootings  in  cardiac  end  of  stomach ;  eve- 
ning. Sensation  of  heat  and  throbbing  in  nape  of  neck,  left 
side.  Tenacious  mucus  in  throat;  morning.  Sensation  of  ap- 
proaching diarrhcea;  pains  in  abdomen,  lower  part.  Cold 
dammy  sweat;  emission  of  much  flatus ;  coldness  in  the  lumbar 
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region.  Fetid  soft  abundant  stool ;  afimmoon.  Aj^tite  greiit ; 
6  p.  m.  Doll  pain  in  left  side,  (under  axilla,  in  a  line  with 
nipple);  evening.  Transient  heat  in  flushes;  taremblings; 
tremulous  tingling,  dry,  in  palom  of  bands  and  feet ;  palpitation 
of  the  heart ;  9  p.  m.  Itching  in  the  skin ;  miliary  spots  <m 
back,  especially  right  should^-blade  and  hip,  which  provdcss 
scratching  till  they  bleed ;  10  p.  ra. 

5th. — Sleep  prolonged  in  morning ;  vivid  agreeable  dreams, 
hoarseness ;  8  a.  m.  Nose  becomes  stuffed  at  root  and  in  cham- 
bers ;  and  constant  swallowing,  9  a.  m.  Tongue  covered  widi 
moist  brown  coating  on  awaking;  papilkD  red  and  raised. 
Cough  from  tickling  in  throat ;  two  or  Uiree  single  coughs  in 
succession.  Coldness  externally ;  hands  cold,  and  lumbar  region; 
morning.  Headache;  tensive  aching  pain  over  eyes,  and  in  fore- 
head, especially  left  temple ;  6  p.  m.  and  evening.  Urine  clear ; 
plentiful,  shreds  few,  slight  cloudy  sediment. 

6th. — Tenacious  mucus  in  throat;  morning.  Coughs  in  series, 
10-11  a.  m, — sleep  prolonged;  morning — vivid  dreams. 

7th. — Sleep  prolonged,  with  agreeable  vivid  dreams;  morning. 
Tongue  covered  with  moist  brown  coating ;  papillee  red,  en- 
larged ;  morning  on  awaking.  Sneezing.  Stout  at  dinner, 
followed  by  pyrosis;  oppression  in  forehead;  oructations  of 
wind ;  nauseous  feeling  in  throat ;  3-5  p.  m.  Offensive  flatus ; 
constipation. 

8th. — ^Flushes  of  heat ;  pulse  accelerated ;  afternoon. 

9th. — (gt.  V.  lb y  fasting,)  Urine  clear,  passed  last  night;  de- 
posits a  thick  muddy  white  sediment,  and  is  thick.  CSogged 
sensation ;  abdomen  bard  and  heavy ;  stool  preceded  by  tremor 
and  cold  clammy  sweats  and  forcing ;  at  6  p.  m.  Frequent 
want  to  urinate,  with  sensation  of  the  bladder  bring  empty,  or 
nearly  so,  and  small  emission ;  evening.  Heat  in  the  evening, 
with  some  flushes  of  dry  heat  and  tremblings,  foUowed  by  moist 
skin;  tongue  glazed;  watery  increased  saliva,  and  frequent 
swallowing ;  sneezing ;  oopous  secretion  of  saliva.  ShootingB 
in  left  spermatic  chord;  10  p.m. — (gt  yfOfastinp,)  Respiration 
see  IF  17,  only  less  intense  there.    Eructations  of  wind;  11  p.m. 

10th. — (gt.  y  10  fasting.)  Stuffing  in  nose  of  yellow  tenacious 
mucus,  copious,  obstinate,  and  continuous,  on  waking,  increas- 
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ing  at  9  a.  m.  Tenaoioiis  mucus  in  thioat  after  9  a.  m.  Hafids 
cold.  Flatus.  Sneezing.  Heat  in  the  evening ;  flushes  of  dry 
heat ;  tremulous  all  over ;  hands  red>  and  the  veins  distended 
painfully,  especially  in  left  hand,  which  empties  on  raising  the 
aim,  hut  becomes  painftilly  distended  on  depressing  it.  Palpita- 
tion and  jerking  of  the  heart  at  intervals,  worse  during  the  flush  of 
heat,  and  especially  after  drinking  stout.  Flushes  of  heat  which  as- 
cend to  the  throat,  mouth,  and  head ;  breath  feels  hot ;  thirst  for 
wine ;  it  tastes  very  agreeable,  whilst  stout  always  tastes  heavy, 
and  leaves  a  clammy  insipid  aftertaste,  as  if  flat,  and  is  not 
relished.  Desire  increased,  with  frequent  erections ;  tinglings  at 
intervals  in  glans.  Humour  merry,  smiling ;  intellect  dull  in 
tie  morning  ;  clear  in  the  evening.  Eructations  of  wind  in  the 
morning,  (11V<  ^^  ^•)  ^^  ^^^^  of  last  food  (bread).  Gnawing 
pains  in  right  hypogastric  region,  under  last  ribs;  evening. 
Eructations  of  wind  and  pyrosis,  with  taste  of  last  food, 
(bread) ;  10  p.  m. — (gt.  v/0). 

11th. — {gt  YJO  fasting) — Sleep  prolonged ;  vivid  agreeable 
dreams  of  recent  events.  Aching  in  belly  of  biceps  of  left  arm 
when  extended  or  touched.  Tenacious  obstructing  mucus  in 
throat,  and  increased  saliva,  with  frequent  swallowing.  Hands 
cold;  morning.  Tenacious  yellow  mucus  copiously  formed  in  nose, 
worse  in  left  nostril;  nose  dry  towards  the  elm.  Frequent  want 
to  urinate,  with  small  quantity  at  a  time ;  it  forms  a  pellicle, 
oily  and  thin,  becomes  thick  and  muddy  at  bottom,  deposits  a 
tenaoious  rosy  sediment,  adhering  to  the  sides  of  the  vessel ; 
(gtt.  ylOfaeting). 

12th. — (^/s)  Urine  frequent  in  small  quantities.  Sneezing. 
Fatigue  after  walking;  7  p.  m.  (^/o  ^/s)  Stuffing  in  nose.  Aching 
in  belly  of  left  biceps  when  extended  or  touched;  itching  at 
intervals  inside  point  of  nose.  Stool  2  p.  m.  with  want  from  9 
a.  m.  Watery  coryza  6  p.  m.  Gnawing  pains  in  right  hypo- 
gaatrio  region.  Tenacious  sweet  mucus  in  the  throat ;  abdomen 
heavy  and  inflated;  sensation  of  bloatedness,  puffy  frilness, 
extending  as  high  as  the  st^num,  uncomfortable,  especially  on 
stooping  or  Ufiing  the  leg.  Bed  spots  on  shoulder-blades,  with 
itching,  bleeding  when  scratched  at  10  p.  m. ;  ('/o  ^\5  fasting). 

18th.—- Flatus.     Sensation  of  cold  wind  in  lumbar  region ; 
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morning.  Eroption  of  smooth  smftll  spots,  reddish  on  £u)e» 
chiefly  forehead  (^/»  noon).  No  desire  lor  animal  tood  or  beer, 
little  appetite  at  dinner.  TiDglings  in  lining  membrane  of  pre- 
pace ;  shootings  up  the  left  side  of  penis  and  tinglings.  Frequent 
want  to  urinate  in  small  quantities ;  (every  three  or  four  hours). 
Itching  inside  nose  at  tip ;  evening.  Onawing  (biting)  in  right 
hypogastric  region  under  ribs.  Medicine  discontinued — Idth 
S^iember. 

14th. — Sleep  prolonged.  Stufi&ng  in  chambers  of  nose,  ex- 
tending down  towards  throat;  morning.  Urine  clear  yellow, 
passed  in  small  quantities,  and  deposits  a  rosy  sediment,  which 
adheres  to  the  vessel.  Urine  thick  and  muddy,  clear  on  surfece, 
with  thin  oily  pellicle.  Want  of  relish  for  food  and  beer,  which 
tastes  flat  and  insipid  and  heavy.  Stool ;  afternoon.  Fluslies  of 
dry  host  ,*  hands  red ;  veins  distended,  especially  on  left  hand ; 
heat  all  over,  followed  by  moist  skin ;  palpitations,  jerkings  of 
the  heart ;  evening.  Nose  stuffed  at  root,  obstructing  mucus  in 
throat,  increased  watery  saliva  and  frequent  swallowing.  Gnaw- 
ings  in  right  hypogastric  region  ;  evening. 

16th. — Stuffing  in  nose ;  dry  tremulous  burning  heat  whilst 
walking,  followed  by  moist  skin.  Hands  cold.  Heat  all  over  the 
body,  increased  by  a  warm  room ;  ebuUition  of  blood  in  the 
head;  lightness  and  exalted  feeling.  Urine  reddish  brown,  clear, 
forms  slight  white  cloud  at  bottom. 

16th.— Uneasiness  in  left  shoulder,  above  superior  edge  of 
shoulder-blade,  and  tensive  pain.  Stuffing  in  nose.  Skin  dry  as 
if  washed  in  acid  water  on  hands ;  hands  cold,  with  frequent 
flushes  of  heat  and  red  hands,  veins  painfally  distended.  Stool  9 
a.  m.,  hard  in  lumps.  Obstructing  mucus,  hoarseness,  and  in- 
creased saliva,  constant  swallowing.  Heat  in  flushes,  with  moist 
skin ;  evening.  Urine  reddish  brown,  clear,  with  slight  white 
cloud.  Oppression  in  left  chest,  clogged  sensation,  as  if  it  were 
difficult  to  force  the  blood  through  that  lung,  worse  on  stooping 
Bawness  in  the  throat ;  evening. 

17th.— Awake  at  4  a.m.  with  constriction  at  the  top  oft! 
gullet,  constant  swallowing,  obstructing  mucus  in  throat  ai 
mouth,  tenacious  and  thick  ;    attempts  to  clear  the  throat  b^ 
sound  like  croup ;   the  breathing  is  impeded,  but  better  wl 
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lying  on  the  back ;  sensation  as  if  a  film  were  finrned  ronnd  the 
top  of  gullet ;  choking  constriction ;  chest  on  left  side  feels 
kMided  and  oppressed.  Many  dreams,  dream  of  fiilling  from  a 
great  height  (Boy.,  Dig.,  Mang.,  Nnx  yom.)  On  rising :  the 
yoioe  gmff,  base  and  hoarse;  obstmoting  sweetish  mucas  in 
throat ;  tongue  coated  white,  rough ;  voice  becomes  clearer  after 
a  short  tune.  Urine  (passed  lai^  night)  clear  reddish  brown, 
white  light  cloudy  sediment.  Slight  stool,  in  hard  pieces,  9  a.  m. 
Oppression  in  the  forehead  and  dull  constriction  over  the  head, 
duefly  from  forehead  to  occiput ;  head  heavy.  Left  arm  weak 
and  easily  fatigued.  Prickings  in  left  chest,  in  a  line  with  nipple 
esLtemally  (a  few  inches).  Dull  tensive  pains  in  left  chest  under 
annpit  and  near  nipple,  in  a  line  with  it  externally.  Dull  pains 
through  the  left  chest,  worse  on  moving  the  left  arm  or  leaning 
forward.  Anteriorly ^  under  left  clavicle  on  inspiration  a  shrill 
whiffing  slightly  jerking  tubular  sound,  the  jerks  perceptible 
throughout  inq>iration,  but  the  shrill  tubular  whiffing  perceptible 
only  at  the  commencement  of  inspiration.  These  physical  signs 
much  modified  since  8th.  (Am.) — ^The  action  of  the  heart  full 
and  sharp,  strokes  at  times  irregular,  beating  rapidly  eight  or  ten 
times  then  slowly  (like  Arnica  heart).  (Spigel.)  Inspiration  on 
right  side  normaL  Posteriorly,  over  left  scapular  region  an  in- 
dbtinct  mixed  murmur  and  purring  sound,  similar  to  that  which 
has  been  supposed  to  depend  on  muscular  contraction,  and  often 
assodated  with  rheumatism  (like  Spigelia) ;  this  sound  is  not 
beard  at  all  anteriorly.  Laterally ,  on  a  line  with  left  nipple, 
when  the  inspiratory  inflation  has  been  about  half  completed, 
there  are  two  most  distinct  inspiratory  jerks,  but  nothing  of  the 
tabular  whi£f.  A  similar  jerking  inspiratory  murmur  very  dis- 
tinct below  left  nipple  over  seat  of  pain,  but  on  right  side  no 
SQoh  jerking  to  be  discovered  either  anteriorly  or  posteriorly.* 
Cough  single,  hacking  in  the  morning  at  intervals.  Shoulder 
strep  fells  over  left  shoulder  (as  if  it  were  emaciated),  {constant 
from  commencement)  y  the  same  suspender  if  removed  to  right 
aide  does  not  move  from  its  place.  Irritability  afternoon  and 
e?ening.  Itching  inside  nose  at  point,  thrusting  of  the  finger 
into  the  nose ;  bitings  and  sensation  of  something  moving  in 
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rectum  near  anus,  at  night.  Eractations  qf  wind,  1 1  j|-  p.  in«  Dall 
tightened  pain  in  left  chest  on  blowing  the  nose.  Adiing  pains 
down  left  arm,  and  in  knuckle-joint  of  its  forefinger.  Hoarseness 
and  rawness  in  throat,  towards  night»  Nausea  and  oppression 
in  forehead,  chiefly  left  temple,  11  p.  m.  Urine  reddish  brown 
with  light  small  cloud  at  bottom. 

]  8th. — Sleep  prolonged ;  dreams  of  personal  diseases  and  in- 
juries. Picking  the  nose.  Disposition  mild,  amiable,  smiling. 
Prickings  in  left  pectoral  muscle  on  moving  the  arm.  Thick 
whitish  coryza,  and  diminished  smell,  dooming.  Heaviness 
and  fatigue  in  the  legs  in  the  morning  on  awaking,  as  after 
exoessive  walking.  Slight  dull  oppression  on  temples,  especially 
the  loft,  and  over  left  eye.  Aching  pains  as  if  bruised  down  left 
arm ;  the  skin  between  the  fingers  of  left  hand  is  sensitiye  and 
sore  when  rubbed.  Heat,  burning  near  the  surface  of  the  body ; 
skin  pale  bloodless,  at  intervals  in  the  afl;emoon«  Palpitation  of 
the  heart,  violent  and  visible,  prolonged  after  running  upstairs. 
Aching,  as  if  bruised,  in  the  left  clavicle,  increased  by  moving 
the  arm — evening.  Tightness,  tensive  pain  in  left  chest  under 
breast,  especially  during  inspiratory  inflation.  Heat  in  flushes ; 
hands  red,  with  distended  veins,  particularly  in  left  hand ;  heat 
in  left  side  and  cheek,  skin  on  left  cheek  moist  with  periE^iration ; 
evening.  Flatus.  Heat,  followed  by  pen^piration,  chiefly  in 
palms  of  hands  and  face — evening.  Stool  brown,  rather  soft, 
easy,  with  bitings  in  rectum  near  anus,  evening. 

19th. — Heat  and  perspiration  during  and  after  walking ;  the 
heat  rises  to  the  head  and  left  nape  of  neck,  causing  fiaintDeBS 
and  vertigo,  especially  on  rising  from  a  seat»  moving  quickly,  or 
after  drinking  a  little  wine,  or  running  upstairs,  or  looking  stea* 
dily  on  any  object  not  directly  before  the  eye ;  hands  neither 
pale  nor  red,  veins  not  distended,  and  feel  cool,  with  heat  in  the 
head,  face,  especially  left  cheek  and  neck ;  sensation  of  ^urob- 
bings  in  neck  and  nape  of  neck  on  left  side ;  heat  increases  the 
symptoms.  Tendency  to  faint  from  the  slightest  cause ;  nervous 
excitability ;  the  blood  seems  circulating  quickly  in  the  head, 
especially  on  left  side.  Humour  depressed,  with  despair  of  the 
future.  After  beer — eructations  and  sUght  burning  pyrosis,  with 
taste  of  beer — 4  p.m.  and  10  p.m.  Watery  coryza;  al»  of 
nose  sore,  worse  morning  and  towards  night. 
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20th.— ^Stool  9  a.  m.^  rather  hard^  in  pieces,  preceded  and 
followed  hy  perspiration  and  external  heat,  which  shortly  changes 
to  external  coldness  with  tremblings  and  cold  sweat.  Humour 
became  cheerful  and  happy  again  this  morning.  Painful  pulsa- 
tion in  left  temple,  7  p.  m.  Palpitation  of  the  heart  after  drink- 
ing beer,  increased  by  paying  attention  to  it.  Urine  reddish 
brown,  forms  a  copious  oily  pellicle,  which  on  being  moved 
adheres  to  the  side  of  the  vessel,  has  a  rosy  coating  and  deposits 
a  rosy  sediment. 

21  St. — Heat  and  copious  perspiration  whilst  walking,  always 
after  drinking  warm  fluids,  especially  tea ;  the  sunbeams  cause 
ebullition  of  blood,  as  if  the  blood  were  lightened  and  circulated 
more  quickly  through  the  brain.  Excitability,  easily  depressed, 
easily  roused  into  a  passion.  Heat  and  perspiration  all  over, 
evening.  Sensation  as  if  the  least  provocation  would  enrage, 
with  merry  cheerful  humour;  the  sensation  of  excitability  is 
Btfoompanied  by  fulness  in  temples  and  forehead  and  cerebellum, 
eBpecially  on  left  side,  with  pulsations  in  neck  on  left  side  below 
the  ear-evening.  Increased  sexual  desire.  Tongue  coated, 
moiBt  brown  in  morning,  becomes  red  and  elongated  and  the 
papillas  like  deep  red  spots,  with  wedge-shaped  brown  crust  at 
back  towards  evening ;  increased  saliva. 

32nd. — Frequent  mieiake^  in  writing  and  summing,  one 
letter  or  figure  is  found  written  for  another,  even  in  simple 
words  and  especially  in  common  arithmetical  operations  (for 
many  days  past).  Uneasiness  in  left  cerebellum,  painful,  with 
ttiiftieBB  in  the  muscles  adjoining  on  moving  the  head.  Uneasi- 
1I60B,  heat,  lightness  and  ebullition  of  blood,  chiefly  in  forehead 
and  cerebellum. 

2drd. — Stool,  hard  in  lumps,  0  a.  m.  Heat  during  and  after 
walking  in  flushes,  with  perspiration.  Flushes  of  heat  in  the 
evening. 

24th.-— Urine  reddish  brown,  becomes  covered  with  the  oily 
pellicle  and  deposits  a  rosy  sediment,  which  on  shaking  the  vessel 
18  found  adhering  to  its  sides. 

27th. — Urinary  nymptoms  ceased ;  sanguitieous  and  nervous 
systems  still  affected  slightly. 

28th. — ^Heat  in  flushes,  or  like  floods  of  heat  welling  from 

T  2 
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tbe  ItimbAr  v^^on  'all  oVd^  th^  body,  in  the  er&oing,  in  the  ran- 
boiiadSi  ivfaitet  '^nMng^and  during  ijtnd  ajier  mesmermnff,  ynih 
befttingB  of  th^  heafirt ;  tfK^  beatUlgs  ootmr'at  intenrab  iritbont 
ai^y  appolrent  exciting  oaucie.  Hmftonr  (since  84th  exoesaively 
i^iAxjyittitMe,  peefrii^h  and  sad,  as  if  bverbnrdenad  inA  caares 
aikd  hairasB^d;  melaooholy  despondency,  as  if  illtreated  by 
every  one  purposely,  alternately  with  ohe^ulness,  mirth  and 
smiling,  {Reaction  f)    Cough  with  hiccough  at  intervals. 

80th.— Stool  loose,  very  fetid — morning.  Frequent  inclina- 
tion to  stool  which  is  likely  to  be  loose,  without  stool.  Physical 
symptoms  modified  in  chest ;  bellows  sound  of  heart ;  sensation 
of  uneasiness  in  left  lung ;  left  arm  numb  and  heavy,  weary; 
sharp  wiry  shootings  up  fingers  laterally,  and  in  joint  of  second 
and  fourth  fingers,  left  hand.  Dull  pain  in  left  temple,  eyes  duH 
and  sight  indistinct ;  continued  mistakes  in  letters  and  figuretf. 
Humour  disagreeable.  Loss  of  elasticity  in  vessels  of  left  arm. 
Sensation  of  a  cold  drop  of  water  trickling  for  half  an  inch  occa- 
monally  just  above  zygoma,  left  side.  Left  chest  remained  affected 
till  Oct.  12th,  gradually  improving ;  the  arm  was  easily  numbed 
by  the  slightest  cold  or  by  resting  it  on  anything,  causing  tingling 
pricking  numbness ;  the  lateral  suffaoes  of  the  fingers  abo  re- 
mained sore,  and  the  arm  felt  bruised ;  heart  still  palpitated 
violently  and  irregularly  at  times,  with  a  bellows  sound;  and 
flushes  of  heat  in  floods  from  the  back ;  {8pig.  ^jvrdf  in  9 
doses,  V'  Mr^  ttmee  a  dag.)  After  first  dose  the  heart  became 
quiet,  but  the  chest  symptoms  and  arm  still  persisting,  and  the 
eyes  (especially  lefty  which  had  a  sensation  of  a  grit  in  internal 
oanthus,)  being  very  weak  afl»r  seven  days,  8pig,  V»  ^Hf^  ^^ 
morning,  6  doses,  when  the  chest  symptoms  disaf^ared,  Octo- 
ber 16th.  The  left  arm,  (and  foot  slightly)  however,  continued 
aflfected,  it  easily  becomes  chilled  and  numbed  in  the  cold,  despite 
gloves,  firiction  or  motion ;  the  fingers,  especially  the  third  and 
fourth,  are  then  bluish-white,  the  nails  blue,  with  a  sensation  as 
if  they  were  being  rooted  up;  when  brought  into  the  warmth  this 
hand  is  slow  in  recovering  itself,  and  if  held  neetr  a  fire  or  in  a 
healed  room,  its  vessels  become  distended  much  more  than  those 
of  right  side,  and  in  a  cool  temperature  this  is  some  time  in  dis- 
appearing ;   the  arm  too  is  eamly  numbed  even  to  sensation  as  of 
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UmfOMTj  paraly«i%  by  leaning  or  lying  Qpom  it ;  if  held  np  when 
the  veseels  are  disten&d  they  suddenly  beoome  empty,  and  again 
immediately  lefiU  on  its  being  brought  down ;  the  left  suspender 
fidls  over  the  ann.  Losb  of  elastioity  in  all  the  yeasels  of  the 
left  cranium,  arm^  hg  and  foot  \  the  Yessels  feel  oooasionally 
distended  in  left  neck  and  head,  and  also  about  the  left  ankle, 
aoffening  the  foot  in  walking. 

This  state  of  things  continued  till  January  7U),  18dl,  and  on 
the  16th  haying  been  annoyed  about  6  p.m.  for  some  even- 
ii^  with  tinglings  in  prepuce  which  gradually  increased,  and  at 
length  interfered  with  sleep,  becoming  like  lanoinations  in  glans 
and  prepuce,  with  occasional  sharp  twinges,  ^umh.  ^s,  was  taken. 
For  some  weeks  past  there  had  existed  langour,  inability  to 
Umdjf  :  want  of  appetite  for  meat ;  dull,  cloudy  confusion  in  left 
froolal  r^on,  and  over  left  eye. 

16. — Small  spot  of  white  curdy  matter  in  left  comer  at  root 
of  finenum ;  surrounding  membrane,  glans  prepuce,  and  frffinum 
bright  red  and  irritable,  with  shooting  twinges  so  acute  as  to 
Jerk  the  body  about ;  absence  of  sexual  desire ;  breath  becomes 
^Wtj  offensive. 

18th. — ^Extremity  of  prepuce  becomes  inflamed,  acutely  sensi- 
tive to  touch ;  friction,  of  the  clothes  as  in  walking,  painful. 
Uiine  becomes  thick  on  standing.  Spots  reddish  on  the  face, 
#»ehead,  chin,  and  whiskers ;  they  contain  either  water  or  white, 
thick  curdy  matter;  numerous  black  pores  on  the  face.  Slight 
preputial  gonorrhoea. 

19th. — Walking  becomes  very  painful;  prepuce  inflamed, 
tery  red  and  swoUen ;  penis  painful  to  the  least  touch  over  sur- 
fiM)e  and  glans ;  lancinating  twinges  and  shootings  in  glans  and 
yropuce,  chiefly  after  6  p.  m.,  and  especially  in  bed  at  night; 
and  then  becoming  insupportably  severe,  with  startings  and 
khocks  all  through  the  body,  cannot  lie  still;  increased  by  at- 
tention and.  the  least  touch. 

(Merc.  ^^,  without  effect.) 

ftWkL.^^Languid ;  dull  aching  in  left  frontal  region  and  over 
left  eye;  aching  in  left  leg  and  arm,  and  in  sole  of  left  foot ; 
slight  weariness  also  in  right  leg ;  debilitated  muscular  power, 
eaanot  dench  the  fist;  extremely  irritable  during  the  pains 
while  walking,  or  during  any  exertion ;  local  symptoms  worse 
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all  evening  after  6  p.  m. ;  and  after  9  a.  m.  for  a  short  time. 
Dull  confasioiii  in  left  frontal  xegion ;  reading  fatigues ;  worse  in 
themominf.  Mildness,  amiability,  exoq>t  daring  the  pains; 
painful  expression  of  fiEtoe,  face  very  pale,  with  very  numerous 
black  pores.  Fains,  twitohings,  lancinating  in  prepuce^  and 
agony  in  bed  at  night,  causing  startings  in  the  limbs;  cannot 
lie  still,  the  least  movement  increases  them ;  desire  for  opium  to 
allay  the  sensibility.  Absence  of  sexual  desire. 

flisL — Increased  pains;  flushes  of  beat  transient;  weariness 
and  aching  in  left  extremities  and  sole  of  left  foot.  Swelling  of 
glands  in  left  groin,  witli  tenderness ;  prepuce  swollen  consider- 
ably, projecting  beyond  the  glans ;  phimosis.  Increased  want  to 
urinate,  in  small  quantities;  a  drop  can  be  passed  into  the 
urethra  singly,  and  this  causes  momentary  relief  at  its  ex- 
tremity. Violent  preputial  gonorrhoea ;  oozing  pains  {  sensation 
of  melting  away,  as  if  drops  were  passing  from  the  extremity  of 
penis,  or  it  were  becoming  matter,  the  effort  seems  to  be  aided 
by  the  whole  body ;  increased  by  change  of  posture,  the  recum- 
b^it  with  the  muscles  and  fascia  on  the  stretch  is  most  easy ; 
pains  in  penis  when  pendant;  relieved  by  being  kept  up. 
Tremors  and  slight  chilliness.  Startings  during  the  pains. 
Mawkish  taste;  diminished  relish;  no  thirsty  but  good  appetite 
except  for  meat ;  foul  breath. 
Thuja  ^l<pi  Aq,  0.  a  teaspoonful  every  hour;  penis  to  be  kept  up. 

#^2nd. — Swelling  of  prepuce  increased ;  it  forms  a  thickened 
bluish-red  lump  beyond  glans  which  cannot  be  seen;  sensations 
of  oozing  increased,  and  more  frequent.  Urine  after  standing  is 
thick  and  muddy.  Secretion  curdy,  white,  and  becomes  yellow  on 
drying.  Frequent  want  to  urinate.  Conmiotion  in  left  iliac  region 
in  intestines  as  if  of  approaching  liquid  stool.  Dull  confusion  in 
left  forehead,  especially  over  eyes,  at  intervals ;  worse  in  morning. 
Jerkings  in  the  limbs  and  starts  in  the  muscles,  increased  to 
contortion  and  writhing  of  the  whole  body,  during  the  pains ; 
straining  and  stretching  of  the  fascia  and  muscles;  jerking  off 
the  chair  upon  the  floor,  and  perspiration  during  the  pains. 
Something  seems  moving  in  rectum  near  anus.  Aching  in  left 
extremities  (muscular),  and  in  sole  of  left  foot.  Stool  hard« 
slight,  and  in  lumps.  Glands  in  left  groin  swollen  and  more 
tender.    Cheerfulness,  except  during  the  agony  of  the  pains,  to 


on  SumhuL  279 

wfaioh  all  the  system  seems  to  oontribute.  Ulcenitioii  al  points 
on  the  edge  of  prepuoe,  which  is  notched;  balanoirbcBa  in- 
creased; change  of  posture  and  emotion  increase  the  pains; 
contortion  of  the  body  during  the  pains,  with  writhing.  Erec- 
tions without  voluptuous  thoughts,  during  the  night ;  the  ex* 
pending  glans  causes  acute  lancinating  pains  in  prepuce.  Sur- 
face of  prepuce  all  oyer  glans,  especially  on  left  side,  excessiyely 
tender  to  touch  and  red.  Appetite  good»  chiefly  for  farinaceous 
feed;  diminished  relish;  no  thirst.  Sensibility  to  cold;  cannot  keep 
warm,  the  least  draught  Ufelt  down  the  spine,  (Commenced  milk 
and  water  tepid  injection  between  glans  and  prepuce  with  much 
relief  erery  six  hours).  Sleep  interrupted  by  stardngs  of  the 
limbs,  and  lying  awake  greater  part  of  the  night  from  sleepless- 
ness ;  great  secretion  during  the  night,  with  acute  oozing  pains; 
breath  offensive. 

28rd. — ^Pains  and  contortions  worse  to-day ;  on  urinating  this 
mcnming  smarting  lancinations  in  prepuce  and  glans,  as  if  the 
orifice  had  been  growing  together,  which  continue  after  the  act. 
Writhing  and  muscular  contortions,  aching  in  leftUmbs  and  sole  of 
left  foot  during  the  pains ;  frequent  and  painfal  erections ;  slight 
erythema  of  left  scrotum  as  far  as  raph6 ;  left  testis  hangs  down, 
aohing  extending  from  it  up  i^ermatic  chord,  whilst  walking 
(although  it  is  suspended  artificially).  Aching  in  the  knee- 
joints,  especially  the  left,  when  sitting  near  the  fire ;  it  disap- 
pears on  walking,  or  sitting  in  the  cool.  Penis  very  tender  over 
smr&oe  of  glans,  chiefly  along  corona  glandis  and  on  its  left 
side.  Perspiration  sour.  Glands  in  left  groin  painftil.  {Phos-ac. 
^1$,  ^jt  alt,  with  thuja,  every  three  Aowrtf)-— smarting  pains  whilst 
urine  passes  through  glans  and  prepuce.  Great  languor  and  de« 
bility,  especially  in  left  limbs.  Very  cheeriul;  evening. 
Amorous  dream  and  of  coition  and  apparent  emission,  which 
was  not  real.    Breath  very  offensive. 

24th. — ^Micturition,  with  smarting  pains  in  glans.  Erections 
easily  excited  and  frequent,  slightly  painful;  sexual  desire 
restored.  Appetite  for  farinaceous  food ;  distaste  to  meat  and 
want  of  thirst.  Balanorrhcsa,  with  oozing,  tickling  sensations 
not  disagreeable.  Sensibility  to  cold  air  and  to  the  damp  weather; 
easily  chilled.   Stool  9  a.  m.   Mucous  membrane  seems  irritable 
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fl^M  taMfBfif '^lifla  ';^ms&i&ikk^^ikitakj  diipjittettm  lilt  ilKmlii,''te- 

li^tti%  niiCfMcfe  st^fi^  ^"{Kifa^  ilvi%{idiy#  SflmtiBifiii'f^flttB  wkilBl 
flMiAiir'itittiili&i^  UfietsiAeflii  itt  feft  ^AiBtfL^f^mt  Acwgt;  aftar- 
BdbtL  €k>ld^flAer  agjp^ittiteB,  wuift  leliei^ai  Aerloed  i^pUoH; 
eittremity^of  ]^!^^iioercan  be  pttklleariy  tatMHei,  bot^oTer  oanmm 
gUtfiSfl  bfl  leftside  in  edll  tender  and  pttiiiM  to  die  tmrah;  it 
aehee  <m  centiiel «»  ifkoUow;  is  oofisidefaUyewcdIeii  and  pile; 
etpansive  peiiiB  on  toQehiiig  it;  achiiig,  bofing  pame  in  the 
ffmSHog  "when  the  penis  is  penda&t;  seefetioii  difniiriidipid^ 
whitish,  but  beeomes  yeDow  as  it  dries  and  redtasolTes  white^ 
iosolable  in  aleohol  and  water.  OhilKness,  mability  ta  snstain 
the  animal  heat,  even  in  bed;  sensibility,  especially  cbvM  ttl# 
spine,  to  the  least  draught;  1^  arm  and  leg  too  eaa^  ^UOed 
and  numbed  by  lying  on  tbem ;  wami  ofelattMtff  4m  the  wiuaeki, 
Urine  passed  elear  without  smartiBg  and  deposits  aftw  standing 
a  whitish  thick  eloud;efeiiing. 

'  2Mi.-^^!)hilliliess  in  the  joists,  with  aching  in  left  thigb, 
knee,  elbdw,  and  eAioiilder,  extmding  under  the  seapola,  in  bed» 
iboimng;  it  cBsappeais  on  rising,  (though  the  room  was  cold). 
PmiIs painfiil  when  pendant;  ewpanmw  pains  in  the  swelling 
oter  left  eorona  g^andis,  and  great  irritability ;  stitches  up  the 
commencement  of  the  urethra ;  8  p.  m.  Breath  very  offesfli^e. 
Much  yellowish  matter  has  discharged  this  morning,  with  oozing 
sensations,  and  the  swdling  on  left  side  of  glans  penis  is  greatly  ' 
diminished  and  not  so  tender.  Uneasiness  oyer  heart,  palpita- 
tion intermittent ;  jeikiug  whilst  lying  down  or  sitting.  Faintoess 
and  vertigo  whilst  using  the  warm  injection.  Lassitude.  Small 
corneal  raised  yellow  pimple  with  bri^  red  margin  on  left  arm, 
over  deltoid  ridge,  containing  white  curdy  matter ;  pustule  on 
sacral  region,  just  above  coccyx^  on  left  side,  very  red  margin 
with  itching ;  it  is  broken  and  contains  water,  and  afterwards  a 
fitde  blood  oozes.  Nervous  excitability  and  weaknen ;  suscepti- 
bility to  entiotional'impressione  Imdtfear  of  vertigo.!  Uneasiness 
and  sensation  of  heat  overn^^of  neck,  left  side.  ^  Slight svel- 
Hug  of  left  parotids,  stud  sensation  of  partial -disktcatioin  forwards 
of  left  temporomaxillary  joint ;  {nitr,  ac,  ^/(p  aq^4est.  |  r{r-^ 
lif  every  four  hours.) 
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.fiddL^-^Gfeat  lassitode  fuod  deeke  to  ireiwrin  fooais^iil^r  with 
tb0  limbs  exAended;  fiitigaa  inlaft;aniv  Xb?i»b.)Hpg  iritbsed': 
Bttsin  the  puatoIOi  aodthtr  fippMn  idoee  Ig^if*.  rjD^^^tjtipfttiQi), 
mlhcmt  dflBise  to  ^Tftouate.  SensatioB  oi  leveriah  At(S»»ii^t\^^$h9H^ 
tUbmt  Amorona  dreams.  StiioiieB  bali^Aa  iofikr  ^pi  uiet^ ;. 
■Mming.  Mild  ohecarfiilnaaB^  amiability.  Sofi(^pti)iilitytU>.<}p|id. 
air,  etpenallif  m  the  tpifw  /  easily  ctdlled.  Diataate  la  IK^^ 
pimtji  djaagreea,  no  thiret  Swelling  of  iogninajlglandardpiopeaapd 
and  not  tender.  Sensation  of  partial  dialooatioa^ofr  lower  jfMir 
fionnurd  on  left  aide.  Balanorrhcea,  more  watcaryi  yellovieb. 
Aehing  in  knee-jointSi  equally  the  left,  whilst  sitting  with  Aem 
near  the  fire ;  it  disappears  on  removing  to  a  cool  plao^  or  by 
wdking. 

817th.— Stool,  9  a.  m.  large  and  oompaot,  preceded  by  com- 
ittotion  in  left  lower  abdomen,  as  of  approaching  diarrluca.  Dull 
eJBBlanon  in  left  frontal  region.  Uneasiness  oyer  hearty  itflutters 
dightly,  especially  after  quick  exertion,  chiefly  afternoon. 
Hdmosb ;  prepnce  can  be  drawn  now  about  quarter  of  an 
ineh  backward,  exposing  the  glans ;  fronom  red  and  swollen ; 
larded-looking  sur&ce  appears  on  upper  1^  oi  glans^  which 
ooold  not  be  detached  by  washing  or  scraping,  and  around  the 
margin  of  which  were  sereral  distinct  spots,  like  ulceraiions, 
which  attend  the  detachment  or  separation  of  a  slough.*  Sting- 
ing itching  in  genitals,  chiefly  in  penis;  after  6  p.  nb  {nitr.  acJ) 
Oooasicxial  oozing  sensations,  which  render  it  impossible  to  rest 
atill ;  heat  in  the  genitals.  Aching  in  knees  when  near  the  fire, 
(Nitr.  Ac.  one  drop  of  the  former  in  J  v^\  ofwtUer^  taken  as 
hrfore). 

S8th. — ^Balanorrhoea  considerable  during  the  night,  milky 
and  becoming  yellow ;  aching  in  left  testis  (though  artificially 
aospended)  whilst  walking.  Dull  empty  confusion  in  leftfirontal 
region  and  over  kft  eye ;  reading  fatigues,  incapacity  for  pco- 
hN^ed  attention;  at  times  obiefly  in  the  evening,  clear  intellect, 
sapeciaQy  in  the  warmth ;  head  worse  in  the  moming,  even  lOn 
tisiiig ;  clearer  af  an  evemtif  and  in  the  warmth.  Heart's  im- 
pulse strong.  Beotum  protrudes  slightly,  postedody,  like  a  rim. 
Breath  offensive. 

•  Pointed  oat  by  Mr.  Wilson,  to  whom  also  are  dae  all  the  physical  symp- 
toms of  auscultation,  &c 
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29th. — ^Dall  confhaion  in  left  frontal  region,  with  slight 
nausea  and  sleepiness ;  morning.  Fell  asleep  after  breakfast 
Weariness,  tired  feeling  all  OYer»  especially  in  left  arm.  Commo- 
tiom  and  slight  nauseating  pain  in  left  lower  abdomen^  as  of 
approaching  diarrhoea^  without  stool ;  morning.  Stool,  6  p.  m. 
Thickening  and  congestion  around  urethral  orifice,  lasts  seyeral 
days.  Balanorrhcea  of  prepuce,  slight ;  no  urethral  diwharge 
could  be  detected.^  Heart's  impulse  Bttong,jerInngy  e^ecially 
after  exertion,  or  ascending  stairs,  and  during  digestion. 

dOth. — Bull  confused  stupor  in  left  frontal  region  on  rising, 
morning,  relieved  by  warmth;  and  shght  nausea  in  throat; 
itching  in  extremity  of  penis  at  intervals ;  clearness  of  intellect, 
evening,  but  reading  fatigues ;  dull  heaviness  and  tension  in 
cerebellum ;  uneasiness  and  heat  extending  down  nape  of  neck, 
left  side ;  evening — tensive  pains  and  heat  in  cerebellum,  worse 
on  left  side.  Absence  of  all  sexual  desire,  and  of  erections,  but 
the  regulation  of  motion  teems  affected,^  Great  langour.  Itching 
where  the  first  pustule  had  been,  it  is  still  red,  and  a  third, 
smaller,  has  appeared  close  to  it.  Urine  after  standing  beccHues 
cloudy,  whitish.    Nitr,  Ac,  night  and  morning. 

Feb.  8th. §  — Uneasiness  in  nape  of  neck  increased;  occasional 
shooting  pains  from  left  cerebellum  to  left  forehead ;  slight  un- 
easiness in  nape  of  neck,  right  side ;  nape  of  neck  on  left  side 
much  swollen,  from  the  spine  to  mastoid  process,  and  left 
maxilla  slightly  enlarged ;  the  swelling  is  not  tender,  but 
pressive  and  hot,  the  head  is  with  difficulty  rotated,  but  without 
pain,  further  than  tension  over  the  part  which  seems  to  press  on 
the  brain.  Giddiness  on  rising  from  a  seat,  on  stooping,  or 
moving  about ;  feeUng  of  want  of  security,  as  if  in  imminent 
danger  of  reeling,  or  of  having  a  fit  whilst  moving  or  standing, 
relieved  by  holding  on  to  some  object  for  safety ;  worse  after  6 
p.m.  Urine  clear,  deep  red,  becomes  very  muddy.  Tensive 
pains  and  pulsations  in  swelling,  extending  down  left  side  of  spinal 
column ;  the  spine  is  not  tender  to  touch  or  pressure,  the  xm- 

*  Notwithstanding  firequent  minate  obeenration,  both  by  Mr.  Wikmi  and^ 
myself  thxoaghout. 

t  Phrenologicallj  this  is  important,  oonfirming  a  relation  between  the  cere- 
bellum and  the  co-ordination  of  motion. 

§  The  symptoms  in  this  group  are  probably  some  of  them  due  to  the  reme- 
dies used,  (Nitr.  aci.  and  Thuja)  and  arc  therefore  of  secondary  yalue. 
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etoneas  feds  within^  not  externally.  Absence  o/ereotion,  and  of 
aU  sexual  desire  for  five  days.  Obstructing,  yellow,  gummy 
mucus  in  left  noetdl  and  root  of  nose,  in  posterior  nares  and 
throat.  Breath  very  offensive,  and  disagreeable  odour  £rom  body 
tainting  the  clothes.  Cheerfulness.  Left  testis  hangs  down ; 
genitals  flabby.  Sleepiness  in  day  time.  Dull  pain,  oonfused, 
in  left  frontal  region  ;  the  pains  are  worse  in  the  oold,  and  ro- 
liered  by  warmth  of  the  fire.  Aohing  pain  around  outer  angle 
of  left  knee,  in  front,  slightly  stiff  in  walking ;  {omit  nitr.  ac,) 
Dianhoea  liquid,  sudden  and  abundant,  preceded  by  faintness 
and  fliokness,  as  if  about  to  vomit;  6  p.m.  preceded  and 
followed  by  constipation  ;  (after  plum  jam  and  a  quick  walk  ?) 
Listlessness,  no  desire  for  mental  labour.  Swelling  of  left  ala 
nasi.  Dragging  pain  in  left  testis  which  hangs  down,  along 
spermatic  chord,  and  particularly  about  abdominal  ring.  The 
pustules  not  yet  healed,  they  iich  and  are  sore  when  the  scabs 
ase  pressed  upon ;  around  the  scabs  redness.  Pustule  containing 
serum  above  and  behind  left  ear;  similar  slight  elevations  of 
cutiele  sore  to  the  touch  appeared  on  the  left  scalp  during  the 
earlier  proving  at  times,  but  the  hair  did  not  fall  off.  Urine  be- 
comes thick  on  standing. 

Oamphor  by  olfaction  speedily  removed  the  etuffing  at  the 
Moitf,  and  as  this  was  a  well  marked  symptom,  it  served  as  an 
index  which  called  my  attention  to  the  action  of  different  po- 
tencies ;  ooeasionally  after  taking  the  mother  tincture,  and  the 
voice  and  nose  being  perfectly  clear  and  free,  the  one  almost  im- 
mediately became  husky  or  hoarse,  and  the  other,  with  the  throat 
was  obstructed  with  mucus — if  the  symptoms  were  present,  a 
oorreqponding  aggravation  took  place;  after  the  Srd,  this 
occurred  afiber  a  slight  interval,  which  again  was  prolonged  after 
the  6th  till,  at  the  15th  potency,  it  did  not  appear  for  half  an 
hour,  or  even  much  more,  and  was  proportionately  leas  intense. 
The.  repetition  of  the  primary  symptoms  after  so  long  an  interval 
is  not  a  little  remarkable,  and  exhibits  the  long  continued  action 
of  the  drug. 

A.  M.  T.,  ffit.  20,  single  woman;  lymphatic;  mild,  light 
hair ;  regular.  Dose  '/^  at  night;  '/«  morning frofn  Sept.  8th, 
at  night. 
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Hyi.-i— T($»SHFe^  pmolUre  a  atrmg  pettiBg  in  right  bf«ast; 
8  p.  m. — Staffing  in  nose ;  tremblings. 

ll^.-^-HaatiB  flodies^'eommg  4>fteafiK>]Bit)iebflKSk    Siokli- 

11888. 

Idth. — Pain  like  a  knife  darting  through  left  chest,  from  a 

9<4  a  little  b^ow  the  breast^  also  8lightl]fi  in  ligbt  chest,  chiefly 

during  the  ipi^iration.  Frequent  flushes  of  beat  and  tremblings. 

.  14th.-**-Caftanienia  prematore  (5  days)  and  <A  short  duration 

(8  days)  with  deficient  quantity.    Flashes  of  heat;  tremblings. 

15th. — ^Throbbing  pains  in  right  hypogastric  region ;  evening. 
Aching  pain  across  lumbar  region  of  the  back;  evening. 
Heat  in  flushes,  and  occasional  tremblings.  t . 

16th. — ^Pain  as  of  a  knife  in  stomach,  4  p.  m.  Aiohing  pain 
in  lumbar  region;  evening.  (Catamenia  ceased).  DtuiHg  oata* 
menia,  pains  round  the  head  from  cerebellum  to  frontal  region. 

17th. — ^Flushes  of  heat  coming  from  the  back ;  trMAblingm 

18th. — Pains  in  left  chest  in  the  spot  below  breast;  pridking 
as  of  needles ;  evening.    Humour  at  times  cross  (sligfatly).' 

190^4 — ^Faiasas  of  knives  darting  tbroogh  the  chest  (aftsr 
meal),  decreasing  towards  night.  Tremblings.  Aching  pain 
across  lumbar  region.    Flushes  of  heat.  ;>        -. 

£Olh.-<^I)arting  pains  as  of  a  knifs  through  the  chest  after 
•irary  msaL  (Slushes  of  heat;  fiiintness;  languid.  Aoh]ng\pai& 
across  lumbar  region. 

2iflir^Prioldng  pains  in  left  side  in  same  spot,  5  p«  m. ; 
tromblings. 

r   2d]id.-*^ain  as  of  a  kni£9  in  right  side ;  noon.  Hushes  of 
heat ;  puUe  wregular.  Hacking  cough  frcnn  tickling  in  larynx, 
chiefly  in  morning.    Doae  at  ni^ht  gU  V>»  i^t.  morning^  ^fuh 
from  trit. 

24th. — Pain  in  1^  side  like  a  knifo,  and  darting  pains  in  the 
chest  under  lower  stemunL 

2dth. — Pains  in  the  left  lumbar  region  of  back,  and  pricking 
In  the  right  side  under  ribs« 

26th. — ^Prickings  in  left  side  under  rib.  Leucorrhcsa  white, 
especially  after  sitting. 

27tb.. — Slight  prickings  in  left  side  under  ribs.  Leucorrhoea 
continues. 
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Mth.-^Pain  lik^itfakifei  in  left  sideuttdtt  tS^'Jdbd.liCfQeorr- 
h<Ba  continaes.  •      '"  '•        \ '  !     r 

ing  to  the  eyebrows  like  a  very  heavy  weight.   Leacorrhoea  wit* 
tiones.^    • 

'  OoL  lst.-^Achhig  paidir  in  Ae  left  Inmbar  recoil  of  ht^, 
and  priokings  in  right  side.    Lemoorrhooa  continuM*         '        : 
'  tod.— lUii  in  the  ohest  on  both  flidee,  as  if  ftom  a  knife.  Leu- 
GorrlKBa,  whitiah,  continues. 

Srd.«--Fain8  in  the  left  himbar  region  of  back.  Lenoonboea 
conlinnes. 

4th. — ^Headache  very  bad,  over  top  of  head,  extending  to  the 
eyebrows,  like  a  heavy  weight;  and  pains  in  the  abdomen  as  if 
finnn  a  ksifb. 

Mh."— Fain  as  from  a  knife  in  left  side  under  the  ribs. 

Ml.— Darting  pains  in  the  left  lumbar  region  of  back,  in 
olmpt,  (rides,  and  abdomen,  during  the  day. 

7th. — ^Prickings  in  left  side  under  the  ribs. 
Medicine  discontinued  Sep,  80th ;  Oatamenia  nonmd  and  regular. 


.  ■  r 


Sumbul  2.  (1 :  100)  to  the  26th  November. « 
•  Oct:  22nd,  1847,  a.  m. — 4  drops  fasting. — ^Pressure  on  the 
ooown  of  the  head,  confined  to  a  small  ^oe,  and  lasting  but  a 
short  time;  after  two  hours. 

'  .1d8rd. — (gt.  Q  at  Q  a.m.) ;  at  0  and  1  o'obck  liquid  and  small 
stools,  after  which  burning  and  cutting  in  the  anus,  and  frequent 
dbiUs  through  the  back,  with  debility;  frequent  inclination  to 
evaooale,  which  does  not  follow  the  desire,  accompanied  by  a 
Mdng  as  if  stool  should  quickly  follow,  with  cutting  in  the 
anus,  and  cold  in  the  back ;  at  half-past  1  p.  m.,  thin  stools,  at 
htt  oonsiBting  only  of  naaU  pieces  of  maous,  scwty,  with  much 
tenesmus ;  violent  cutting  pains  in  the  anus ;  constant  £9eling 
SB.  if  another  evacuation  should  come,  with  erectionst»  dropping 
of  urine,  and  almost  involuntary  contractions  of  the  levator  aai 
and  sphincter  ani. 

24tii. — Scanty  liquid  stool. 

*  Ihcm.  Allg.  Horn.  Zeitnng,  translated  in  the  American  Jonmal  of  Homceo- 
patbj,  ToL  i,  p.  262. 
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25tb. — {^t.  6,  fasting,  at  7  a.m.)  Small,  soft  stool  later, 
than  asual. 

26th. — gU.  10.)    Soon  after  shuddering  several  times. 

Nov.  4th. — (gt.  15  at  6  a.m.)  Soon  after  a  dull  aching  in  die 
forehead  with  stapefaction,  several  times  dry  cough ;  dull  aching 
in  the  stomach,  with  rumbling  sound  and  pain  in  the  epigastrium; 
watery  saliva;  rumbling  in  the  belly  increases;  once  creeping 
chills  over  the  back;  nausea;  flow  of  saliva;  inclination  to 
urinate;  aching  in  the  stomach;  frequent  chills  through  the 
back ;  frequent  empty  eructations,  8  a.  m.-— At  quarter-past  9 
a.  m.,  the  head  is  relieved ;  frequent  desire  to  urinate,  although 
nothing  had  been  drunk;  heretofore  this  inclination  began  at 
11  or  12  o'clock.  Ohills  in  the  back  with  cold  hands,  and  stiH 
colder  finger-ends;  dull  ache  under  the  sternum,  coming  in 
paroxysms;  inclination  to  go  to  stool;  tasteless,  empty  eructa- 
tions, as  heretofore,  at  9  a.m.  Stools  much  soft^  than  usual; 
between  4  and  5  p.  m.  thin  discharge,  with  much  tenesmus,  and 
biting  and  burning  in  the  anus  and  rectum,  with  painful  pres- 
sure even  to  the  end  of  the  penis,  and  mucus  passing  from  the 
anus  drop  by  drop,  accompanied  by  much  urine,  as  generally  by 
day  more  urine  than  otherwise  would  be  passed  (although  un^ 
5  p.  m.  no  liquid,  not  even  water  had  been  taken) ;  urgent  desire 
to  evacuate  urine,  even  just  after  having  done  so ;  the  urine  is 
light  yellow.  *'' 

5th. — ^More  urine  than  usual  (although  until  1  o'clock 
nothing  liquid  had  been  taken);  no  appetite;  stool  to-day 
(which  has  heretofore  been  at  9  a.  m.  each  day) ;  6(}i  stool 
scanty  and  hard. 

11th. — {gt,  20,  6V«  a.  m.  fasting.)  Head  feeling  stupid,  par- 
ticularly in  the  forehead  and  back  of  the  head,  with  feeling  cf 
weight;  continual  necessity  to  urinate,  6'/4  a.  m. ;  easily  alarmed; 
sudden  outflowing  heat;  flow  of  saliva;  eyes  sensitive  to  light; 
sleepy  and  without  thought ;  feeling  of  inward  cold,  not  suffi- 
cient to  produce  shuddering,  but  which  remains  as  it  were  fast 
in  the  interior  of  the  back;  much  thin,  tasteless  saliva;  desire 
to  go  to  stool,  7  a.m. ;  feebleness;  smarting  in  the  le/i  eyelids; 
creeping  chills,  particularly  in  the  region  of  the  left  lumbar  ver- 
tebra, and  tlience  extending  above  and  below ;  the  fingers,  which 
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wei6  before  wann^  became  cold,  and  the  skm  in  the  back  of  the 
hand  somewhat  shrivolledi  at  the  same  time  there  were  premoni- 
tions of  evaoaation ;  pain  in  the  region  of  the  navel,  or  drawing 
in  the  belly,  even  on  a  light  touch  with  the  hand;  creeping 
chills,  with  cool  skin,  even  to  the  upper  arm,  8^/4  a.m.  FeeUng 
of  nniversally  lessened  warmth  in  the  whole  body;  feet  and 
hands  cool  within ;  the  fingers  seem  much  colder  even  when 
laid  on  a  warm  cheek ;  continuous  inclination  to  urinate  and  to 
stool,  9  a.  m. ;  rumbling  in  the  belly;  the  stool  at  9  a.  m.  softer 
than  heretofore;  desire  to  urinate  from  9  to  1 1  a.  m.  off  and  on, 
although  nothing  had  been  drunk;  the  head  still  somewhat 
oonfiised,  particularly  in  the  forehead,  with  moderate  pain  in  the 
Jinmtal  eminence;  empty  eructations,  \)}\%  a.  m. ;  the  urine  was 
increased  through  the  day;  the  following  day  evacuation  as 
usual. 

Nov.  26th. — {gt,  ^®/6  at  6.V«  ^^ra.  fasting.)  Confusion  of  the 
head,  particularly  in  the  forehead ;  excess  of  saUva,  with  chilk ; 
dull  pressing  together  from  one  temple  to  the  other,  and  heat  in 
the  Ulterior  of  the  forehead,  with  weight  of  the  head.  Stinging 
in  the  fauces,  with  feeling  of  roughness,  not  however  in  swallow- 
ing saliva ;  frequent  empty  eructations.  Bloating  of  the  belly, 
with  some  sensitiveness  in  the  region  of  the  navel,  deeply 
seated,  increased  by  contraction  of  the  abdominal  muscles. 
Frequent  desire  to  urinate ;  feeling  of  fulness,  and  easily  fatigued 
by  a  few  turns  through  the  chamber ;  8  a.  m.  Sunning  heat 
through  the  back  several  times  \  the  head  somewhat  more  free ; 
easily  excited  erections ;  weary,  knocked-up,  as  if  unsafe  on  the 
feet  while  walking;  the  eyes  sometimes  seems  narrow,  with 
smarting  in  the  lids,  and  pinching  of  Uiem  together;  particularly 
grateful  feel  on  sitting  down ;  9  a.  m.  Stool,  thinner  than  here- 
tcxfbre,  but  without  pain  or  tenesmus  followed  directly  by 
beating  aching  pain  in  the  left  frontal  eminence,  narrowly 
oonfined ;  empty  eructations  also  several  times  before  going  to 
stool ;  dull  pain  in  the  depth  of  the  epigastrium,  with  anzioas 
fiwlings,  loud  breathing  kcA  afterwards  rumbling  in  the  abdomen ; 
belly  soft,  frequent  desire  to  urinate ;  dull  stinging  in  the  rectum ; 
10  a^  m.  Feeling,  as  of  softness,  in  the  abdomen,  and  quickly 
approaching  thin  stools ;  aching  pain  in  the  abdomen,  in  the 
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region  of  the  iloBiaoh;  iniioh  empty  eraotatum,  ^mA  afanost 
oonetant  piewvie  of  mine ;  nrine  passed  at  11  a..  m.»  ie  ligbt 
yellow^  without  any  peculiar  smell,  and  immediataly  followed  hj 
pressure  of  nrine  again ;  dirty  white  furred  tcmgue ;  stale  smell 
of  the  mouth;-— diills  sereral  times  within  theq>ine»  with  ftdtng 
as  if  soft  stools  were  coming  soon ;  mmbUng  in  the  left  side  of 
the  belly;  doughy  flabby  abdomen;  the  inolinatioB  to  nrinate, 
which  for  many  hours  had  continued  almost  without  intennissionp 
though  not  always  with  results,  now  became  more  ugenty  and 
the  urine  could  with  difficulty  be  retained ;  12.V«  o'clodD^-Yerf 
urgent  hunger,  which  had,  howeyer,  not  been  at  all  suqiended ; 
an  almost  constant  chill,  deep  in  the  spine ;  frequent  mmbling 
in  the  belly ;  12  o'clock — a  feeling  as  if  hot  water  poured  throuf^ 
the  body,  sometimes  through  the  spine,  particularly  through  the 
lumbar  vertebree ;  sometimes  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
and  then  mounting  to  the  stomach,  alternated  with  a  dull  aching, 
deep  in  the  navel,  which  sometimes  mounts  higher,  and  always 
accompanied  with  a  feeUng  as  if  it  would  soon  be  necessary  ta 
go  to  stool ;  the  evacuation  at  12  o'clock  consisted  almost 
tirely  of  empty  tenesmus;  tolerably  abundant  urine;  soon 
a  necessity  to  go  to  stool,  with  flatulence ;  no  evacuation  fol- 
lowed; throughout  the  whole  afternoon  the  usual  warmth  of  dw 
rooms  in  several  houses  seemed  increased ;  there  was  a  unifSRMd 
burning  over  the  whole  body,  and  easily  excited  perq^tiott ; 
during  the  night  long  and  deep  sleep ;  after  rising  at  6  a.  m.  en 
the  27th  still  very  sleqpy,  also  languid,  particularly  in  the  fost 
Urine  since  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  somewhat  less  Amt 
usuaL 

27th,  8  a.  m.— In  the  morning  oocssional  dhiUs  in  the  bade ; 
cold  hands;  aching  in  the  stomach  and  navel,  increased  by 
pressure;  feeling  of  fulness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach;  some- 
times itching  in  the  inside  of  both  thighs,  only  at  the  upper 
part ;  (the  same  took  place  at  every  awakening  in  bed)  itohkig 
between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  right  hand,  when  a 
small  red  spot  appeared,  which  after  pressure  directly  rei^peared 
and  required  scratching  again;  great  appetite  all  day ;  towards 
evening  there  appeared  in  the  same  region  of  the  hand«  but  not 
exactly  in  the  same  place,  another  red  and  itching  spot»  after 
the  first  had  disappeared.    Frequent  erections  during  the  day. 


on  SumiUl.  289 

M(h.-^J^6qmiit  indinatioii  to  minate  -Aioiighoat  the  day. 
Tffry  good  appetite.  Yaatadaj  and  to^day^  al  9  a.n.»  a  atool, 
»oia  paring  tib«a  lunial. 

Xheaa  aymptDniB  were  all  notod  down  the  moment  of  theif 
tppearanoa,  in  the  order  in  which  they  took  place;  the  diet 
WflMHiedi  constantly  the  aame  during  proyings  or  withoat  them : 
Qoffiw,  tel^  ipioesy  spirits  and  tobaooo  were  always  avoided. 


uiiln'm  qase  of  expnlaion  of  ascaridei  in  a  child,  the  exhibition 
qi'Mimb^,  16  effected  a  speedy  onre.  In  a  similar  oase  also  of  a 
phild»  0t  ^y  with  expulsion  of  asoarides,  bloated  drum-like  ab- 
domen and  constipation,  and  picking  the  nostrils,  the  symptoms 
dpippeaied  after  two  doses  of  sumb,  ^fu, 
'/j'.A'nase  of  chorea  presented  itself  in  a  bilious-sanguine  girl, 
ffL;10,  in  whioh  the  appetite  was  ravenous;  constant  jerking 
of  the  limbs  and  head,  with  protrusion  of  the  tongue;  happy 
iiqmsition,  with  continued  smiling,  even  wheti  most  inappro- 
ffimte ;  weak  memory ;  the  jerkings  were  frequent  in  bed,  so 
tkat  she  could  not  lie  still ;  bowels  constipated  ;  fiice  pale ;  con- 
stant naosea  after  all  her  meals,  the  food  is  rejected  by  vomiting; 
emaciation;  idiotic  expression,  with  staring,  with  an  impression 
that  she  should  go  mad;  she  falls  asleep  if  left  quiet  for  a  few 
ismutes,  and  snores  loudly ;  she  had  been  similarly  attacked 
8QBM  time  piGvionsly.  She  had  sumb.  7^  night  and  morning; 
afterwards  ^/h,  and  then  ^fu,  in  the  same  way,  tot  two  months, 
sImI  was  daily  mesmmsed  for  ten  minutes;  she  rapidly  im- 
faovedy  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  had  -recorered  her  flesh; 
lost  the  idiotic  look  and  pale  iace,  and  the  idea  of  madness ; 
became  moderate  in  her  appetite,  and  the  bowels  aoted  regnlariy ; 
in  hot  she  seemed  quite  well.  How  far  this  is  attributable 
to  mesmecism,  and  what  share  the  medicine  had  in  it,  are  matters 
of  qoestion,  but  the  case  is  for  the  present  worthy  of  record. 
'  In  a  oase  of  hoarseness,  where  this  symptom  was  not  per- 
ceptibly variable  at  any  period  of  the  day,  with  gnawing  pain, 
ilso  contusions  in  ripht  side  of  throat,  a  dose  of  sumb.  6  re- 
moved the  former  symptom,  but  only  relieved  the  latter  slightly, 
emrb.  v.  completing  the  cure.  I  prefer  using  the  fifth  potency 
paspared  ihrni  the  third  trituration  by  Alcohol  and  Ether. 
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An  infant  et.  1 1  months  had  Bn£fered  witib  porrigo  scutulata 
for  two  months ;  on  the  left  scalp  in  a  line  from  the  temples 
backwards  were  five  or  six  spots,  one  as  large  as  a  sixpence, 
others  smaller;  they  were  round  and  dry,  slightly  raised  and 
reddened  at  the  edges,  whilst  in  the  centre  were  bran-like  scales, 
which  fell  off — sumb.  ^I§  in  divided  doses.  In  a  few  days  the 
child  was  reported  well. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  remark,  in  explanation  of  the 
marginal  references,*  that  I  have  attempted  very  imperfectly  to 
supply  what  seems  to  be  a  deficiency  in  the  Mat  Medica, 
whereby  reference  would  be  facilitated,  without  the  intermediate 
use  of  a  repertory.  I  trust  also  that  the  gratitude  of  some  of 
those  disciples  of  Hahnemann  who  belong  to  the  weaker  sex, 
will  lead  them  to  complete  that  portion  of  the  proving  which 
has  especial  reference  to  themselves,  and  that  in  future  such  ob- 
servations may  in  these  cases  be  recorded  as  may  lead  to  a  more 
satisfiEictory  symtomatology  of  diseases  of  the  female  organs. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  record  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Curie  and 
Mr.  Wilson,  for  their  kind  superintendence  of  the  proving. 
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Reseabches   in  Magnetism,  Eleotbicitt,   Heat,  Lianx, 

Crystallization,  and  Chemical  Attraction,  in  their 

Belation  to  Vital  Force,  by  Earl,  Baron  Yon  Beighbn- 

BACH,  Ph.  Dr.    Translated,  with  Notes,  by  Dr.  Greooby, 

Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Edinburgh  University.    Parts 

I  and  n.     8vo.  p.  468. 

Though  our  pages  are  devoted  to  the  study  of  therapeutics,  yet 

there  are  subjects  which  cannot  be  passed  unnoticed  without 

our  incurring  censure  for  a  fault  which  is  too  often  committed 

by  the  medical  profession  as  a  body :    their  opposition  to  the 

examination  of  new  discoveries,  above  all  when  these  do  not 

present  an  immediate .  practical  application.    It  is  impossible 

that  a  aeries  of  well  asqertained  facts  can  be  of  no  practical  valuer 

daily  experience  shews  the  fallacy  of  such  an  assertion  in  the 

*  On  vaiioiui  groimdB  these  have  been  postponed  till  the  whole  is  pahUihed 
in  a  Bohema,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  obtain  fturther  provings,  and  tiie  patiio- 
logical  anatomy. 
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imezpected  application  of  apparently  trifling  facts  to  important 
parposes.  That,  in  the  treatise  above  named,  facts  are  really 
dealt  with,  can  only  be  verified  by  carefully  repeating  the  experi- 
ments, and  so  far  as  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  this, 
we  are  disposed  to  give  full  credit  to  the  discoveries  of  Baron 
Beichenbach,  and  a  perusal  of  this  work  gives  good  grounds  for 
hoping  that  a  speedy  and  rich  harvest  of  practical  results  will  be 
reaped  from  the  new  lights  which  this  strange  imponderable 
agent  sheds  on  physiology  and  pathology. 

These  investigations  have  been  conducted  on  the  purely  indue* 
tive  method,  and  with  Dr.  Gregory,  to  whom  the  English 
reader  is  indebted  for  this  able  translation,  we  ftilly  agree  when 
he  writes : 

"  I  feel  constrained  to  say,  that  in  the  course  of  a  life  devoted 
to  Bcienoe,  I  have  met  with  no  researches  in  which  the  true  and 
universally  approved  rules  of  investigation  have  been  more  per- 
fectly adhered  to  and  followed  out,  than  in  those  before  us ; 
which,  were  it  necessary,  might  serve  as  a  model  to  all  experi- 
mental inquirers." — (p.  16). 

Adding  to  this  testimony  that  Baron  Beichenbach  is  a  man 
possessing  a  highly  educated  and  scientific  mind,  that  he  is  well 
known  in  Germany  for  many  practical  improvements  in  the  Arts, 
and  that  he  is  the  highest  living  authority  on  meteorites  and 
aerolites,  there  is  every  inducement  to  place  reliance  on  the 
ability  of  the  experimenter.  We  therefore  purpose  giving  a  brief 
abstract  of  the  principal  points,  while  we  recommend  a  carefiil 
study  of  this  elaborate  and  highly  interesting  work. 

Baron  Beichenbach  considers  that  there  is  a  power  or  influ- 
ence analogous  to  heat,  electricity  and  magnetism,  but  distinct 
ftbm  these ;  that  this  power  exists  in  the  human  body,  in  mag- 
nets, crystals,  the  solar  and  lunar  systems,  &c.,  this  dynamic 
agent  he  calls  Odyle. 

If  downward  passes  are  slowly  made  with  either  a  straight  or 
hone-sboe  magnet,  capable  of  supporting  lOlbs.,  close  to  the 
dress  of  the  person,  but  not  in  contact,  it  will  be  feund  that  out 
of  15  to  SO  persons  so  experimented  on,  that  one  or  more  are 
peodfiarly  affected  thereby.  The  sensation,  rather  unpleasant 
than  agreeable,  is  associated  with  a  gentle  feeling  sometimes  of 

u2 
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oold,  at  other  times  of  warmth,  which  resembles  a  oold  or  tepid 
aura.  Sometimes  they  experience  a  dragging  or  pricking  sensa* 
tion,  as  well  as  formication ;  some  complain  yery  soon  of  head* 
ache,  &c.  The  more  sensitiye  the  person,  the  more  marked  aie 
the  results.  Such  settsitives  (the  name  applied  by  Baron 
Beichenbach  to  parties  so  susceptible)  firequently  exhibit  exalted 
acuteness  of  the  senses,  and  are  then  able  to  perceive  light  and 
flame-like  appearances  on  the  magnet.  The  strength  and  dis- 
tinctness of  this  perception  increases  with  the  sensitiveness  of 
the  observer,  and  the  darkness  of  the  place.  This  flame  divides, 
according  to  the  form  and  structure  of  the  magnet,  at  each  pole 
into  several  plumes  of  iridescent  colours.  Its  form  and  colour 
vary  according  as  the  magnet  is  opened  or  closed.  The  flame 
may  be  mechanically  bent.  It  gives  out  light  which  is  red,  has 
no  appreciable  warmth,  and  which  acts  on  the  plate  of  the 
daguerreotype. 

These  conclusions  he  adduces  fix>m  numerously  repeated  ex- 
periments on  67  persons  of  various  ages,  sex,  and  rank,  some 
sickly,  others  healthy ;  and  the  facts  were  confirmed  by  persons 
of  the  highest  character.  The  two  following  experiments,  out 
of  many  hundreds,  will  partly  illustrate  the  phenomena  of  this 
odylic  flame. 

"  Dr.  Neid,  practising  physician  in  Vienna,  (Vorstadt  Erd- 
berg.  No.  396,)  aged  32,  was  to  me  an  invaluable  case,  because 
he  is  a  physician,  and  must  necessarily  testify  to  the  existenoe 
of  odylo-luminous  phenomena  in  a  caste,  namely,  that  of  medical 
men,  in  which  my  researches,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  have 
often  met  with  the  most  unfriendly  reception.  Dr.  Neid  is  a 
healthy,  vigorous  man,  and  in  an  extensive  practice ;  he  is  on 
foot  and  hard  at  work  the  whole  day ;  he  is  of  a  lively,  cheerful 
disposition.  Yet  he  saw  particularly  well,  all  kinds  of  odylic 
lights.  Small  and  large  bar  magnets,  as  well  as  simple  aud 
compound  horse-shoes,  all  exhibited  the  odylic  glow.  He  saw 
flame-like  and  smoke-like  emanations  from  bars  of  eight  and 
twenty-four  inches,  and  also  from  horse-shoes  of  one,  seven^  and 
nine  bars.  The  flames  on  the  northward  poles  were  more  than 
one-half  longer  than  those  on  the  southern  arch.  Open  horse- 
shoes also  appeared  clothed  in  a  luminous  downy  vapour.  The 
flame  over  the  nine  bar  horse-shoes  rose  to  more  than  a  yard, 
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both  polar  flames  having  united  to  form  one  oolumn,  ahoye  which 
the  luminous  vapour  or  cloud  rose  to  the  roof.  Even  the  steel 
hand  of  his  watch,  which  no  doubt  was  strongly  magnetic,  was 
in  the  dark  chamber  so  luminous  that  he  could  tell  the  hour  on 
the  watch  by  its  Ugbt."— (P.  259.) 

"  F.  Bollman,  aged  56,  residing  in  Vienna  (Vorstadt  Wieden, 
Ferdinandsgasse,  No.  268).  He  has  long  had  disease  of  the 
longs ;  he  became  affected  with  cataract, /md  was  operated  on 
without  success,  by  Professor  Jaeger,  of  Vienna.  For  years  he 
has  been  blind,  that  is,  quite  blind  to  all  shape  or  form  of  things, 
but  not  entirely  insensible  to  the  impression  of  light  generally. 
The  poor  man  has  no  longer  any  crystalline  lens,  but  the  retina 
18  healthy.  Luminous  rays,  foiling  on  his  mutilated  eye-ball, 
can  therefore  no  longer  be  concentrated  into  a  regular  image, 
but  penetrating,  in  their  diffused  form,  through  the  turbid  hu- 
mours, reach  the  healthy  retina,  and  through  it  produce  impres- 
sions on  the  internal  visual  apparatus,  thus  giving  rise  to  the 
mental  perception  of  light.  It  follows  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, that  he  can  perceive  dimly  diffused  light  and  colour  but 
no  form. 

"  He  was  brought  to  me  at  Schloss  Beisenberg,  where  I  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  remain  all  night,  and  took  him  next  morning 
into  my  dark  chamber.  After  having  been  there  for  an  hour, 
the  blind  man  saw  a  number  of  luminous  phenomena,  which  I, 
wiA  good  eye-sight,  could  not  see ;  and  when  we  moved  about 
among  the  odylo-luminous  objects,  it  happened  probably  for  the 
Jlrst  time  since  men  have  existed,  that  the  blind  led  him  who 
possessed  his  sight ;  for  Master  BoUman  led  me,  and  thus  we 
exchanged  places.  I  was  deprived  of  the  light  necessary  to  me; 
bnt  to  him  the  odylic  light  had  dawned,  which  to  me  was  in- 
visible. I  shall  have  to  refer  hereafter  to  the  details,  and  here  I 
shall  only  mention,  that  he  saw  a  small  pocket  horse-shoe  as  a 
lominous  spot  on  the  table  where  it  lay ;  that  he  did  not  at 
ftrst  perceive  when  close  to  it,  a  long  single-bar  horse-shoe,  but 
when  I  removed  it  to  the  distance  of  one  pace  from  him,  and 
detached  the  armature,  he  saw  a  sudden  flash  of  light,  which 
disappeared  after  a  few  seconds.  Thus  he  saw  only  one  pole ; 
and  when  I  made  him  place  my  hand  on  it,  I  found  it,  even  in 
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the  dark,  by  means  of  the  sign  npon  it  tx)  be  the  northward 
pole.  A  three-bar  horse-shoe  appeared  to  him  steadily  luminous. 
He  could  not  perceive  the  feeble  odylio  glow  of  the  mass  of 
metal ;  but  when  the  armature  was  removed,  he  saw  a  permanent 
light,  this  time  also  on  the  nordiward  pole  only.  He  described 
it  as  a  round  spot^  of  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter. 
A  nine-bar  horse-shoe  exhibited  a  large  luminous  cloud,  which 
diffused  light  over  the  surrounding  objects  over  a  circle  of 
more  than  six  feet  in  diameter.  Odylio  light,  therefore,  pene- 
trated through  the  "vitreous  humour,  and  was  received  on  a 
nervous  expansion  of  the  retina  like  ordinary  light ;  but  he  had 
no  sense  of  the  forms  of  the  magnets,  of  flames,  vapour,  or 
sparks,  but  only  that  of  diffused  light" — (p.  267.) 

This  odylic  flame  is  enfeebled  by  heat,  is  strengthened  in  the  elec- 
tric element,  and  the  atmosphere.  Various  substances  such  as  crys- 
tals and  animals,  the  human  hand,  &c.,  act  on  the  odylic  flame 
as  magnets  do — they  strengthen  or  reverse  its  colours,  or  extin- 
guish it,  both  on  contact,  and  merely  by  a  near  approach.  These 
points,  and  also  the  effects  of  terrestrial  magnetism,  must 
be  borne  in  mind  as  materially  influencing  the  experiments,  and 
the  disregaird  of  these  circumstances  led  a  committee  of  Vienna 
physicians  to  report  unfavourably  on  Saron  Beichenbach's  re- 
sults. 

Baron  Beichenbach  has  been  able  to  confirm  a  statement 
made  by  Dr.  Petetin,  of  Lyons,  in  1788,  that  there  is  a  strong 
attraction  between  the  hand  of  a  cataleptic  patient,  and  the 
magnet;  and  he  has  shown  that  this  force  also  exists  in 
healthy  persons.  This  adhesive  power  resembles  that  of  iron 
to  a  magnet,  but  it  does  not  attract  iron,  it  causes  no  tendency 
in  any  bodies  to  assume  a  direction  related  to  the  magnetic 
polarity  of  the  earth ;  it  has  no  action  on  the  magnetic  needle, 
it  induces  no  galvanic  current,  and  is  therefore  not  magnetism. 
It  is  a  part  of  the  influence  of  the  magnet  which  may  be  sepa- 
rated, isolated,  and  also  transferred  to,  and  collected  in  other 
bodies  by  mere  contact,  but  only  for  a  short  time. 

We  have  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  this  peculiar  power  of 
the  magnet  in  the  case  of  a  healthy,  but  sensitive  female,  aged 
13.     When  a  large  horse-shoe  magnet  was  brought  within  two 
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ibet  of  ber  hands,  she  felt  as  if  her  haiids  were  irresistibly  drawn 
towards  it;  and  on  placing  it  in  contact  she  was  herself  quite  un- 
able, notwithstanding  great  effiirts^  to  remove  the  magnet.  A  few 
passes  with  the  hand  over  hers  at  once  dispelled  .the  attraction. 
A  vesy  searching  test  was  applied  by  Baron  Beicfaenbach  to 
MadUe.  Novotny,  a  cataleptic  patient,  on  whom  this  power 
flcdsted*  The  experiments  were  tried  when  she  was  cataleptic, 
and  also  when  she  was  firee  of  such  attacks,  for  instance,  when  a 
''  horse-shoe  magnet  capable  of  supporting  about  20  lbs.  was 
approached  to  her  hand,  the  hand  adhered  so  firmly  to  it  that 
when  the  magnet  was  raised,  or  moved  sideways,  backwards,  or 
in  any  direction  whatever,  her  hand  stuck  to  it»  as  if  attached 
in  the  way  in  which  a  piece  of  iron  would  have  been.  She  re- 
mained utterly  unconscious  all  the  time;  but  the  attraction  was 
so  strong,  that  when  the  magnet  was  moved  towards  her  feet» 
fiother  than  her  arm  could  reach,  she  did  not  let  it  go — ^but,  al- 
though insensible,  raised  herself  in  bed  and  followed  the  magnet 
with  her  hand  as  far  as  she  possibly  could  do,  and  by  means  of 
this  her  body  was  drawn  or  bent  forwards  towards  the  feet 
When  the  magnet  was  at  last  removed  so  far  that  her  body 
ooold  not  be  moved  or  bent  further,  so  as  to  enable  her  to 
follow  it,  she  was  compelled  to  let  it  go,  but  remained  then 
in  the  manner  always  observed  in  cataleptics — fixed  and  im- 
moveable in  the  position  into  which  she  had  been  brought 
This  I  saw  daily,  firom  6  to  8  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the  fits  of 
catalepsy  occurred ;  and  the  fact  was  usually  witnessed  by  firom 
eight  to  ten  persons,  physicians,  natural  philosophers,  chemists, 
and  others  interested  in  the  sciences.  When  I  visited  the  patient 
at  other  times  of  the  day,  I  found  her  fully  conscious  and  cheer- 
fid;  but  the  phenomena  were  the  same.  Her  hand  adhered  to,  and 
followed  the  magnet  exactly  as  in  the  insensible  cataleptic  state. 
She  described  her  sensations  as  of  an  irresistible  attraction^ 
which  she  felt  herself  involuntarily  compelled  to  follow;  and 
which,  even  against  her  will,  she  was  forced  to  obey.  It  was  an 
agreeable  sensation,  combined  with  a  soft  cooUng  breeze  or 
anra,  which  flowed  downwcurds  firom  the  magnet  on  the  hand, 
which  felt  as  if  attracted  to  it,  and  drawn  forwards  by  a  thou- 
sand fine  threads.    Moreover,  she  had  never  she  said,  perceived 
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anything  similar  to  it  in  her  Hfe  before—the  wfade  •wbb  a  peoa- 
liar,  indescribable  feeling  which,  when  the  magnet  was  not  too 
powerfiil,  had  in  it  something  infinitely  refreshing  and  agree- 
able/—(p.  24,) 

The  experiments  were  farther  repeated  by  remoTing  and  re- 
placing the  armature  of  a  magnet,  capable  of  sustaining  80  lbs. 
This  was  done  in  another  room,  opposite  to  the  wall  near  whidi 
she  lay.  The  armature  was  removed  without  her  knowledge-^ 
she  at  once  became  uncomfortable,  flushed,  and  restless,  and 
complained,  that  surely  an  open  magnet  must  be  near  her :  as 
soon  as  the  armature  was  applied,  these  feelings  ceased.  An 
experiment  made  on  her  by  Mr.  Baumgartner,  a  professor  of 
physic,  with  a  powerful  magnet  which  he  had  preriously  demag- 
netised, and  thus  rendered  inert,  was  very  satisfiEU)tory  as  testing 
the  consistency  of  Madlle.  Novotny,  for  though  the  magnet  wae 
presented  to  her  with  the  statement  that  it  was  a  most  powerfel 
one,  she  at  once  said  that  she  experienced  no  effects. 

We  have  ourselves  seen  this  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  this 
peculiar  power  of  the  magnet  in  a  very  sensitive  female,  suffering 
from  ovarian  tumours  and  intercostal  neuralgia,  whom  we  at- 
tended along  with  Mr.  Hering,  in  the  winter  of  1841.  A  few 
passes  made  with  the  hand  speedily  excited  either  mesmeric 
sleep,  or  more  frequently,  slight  convulsions.  If  an  open  mag- 
net were  laid  on  her  bed,  unknown  to  her,  violent  spasmodic 
movements  were  excited,  which  ceased  on  the  removal  of  the 
magnet.  The  only  means  that  gave  relief  was  a  black  cat  lying 
on  the  tumour ;  the  application  of  the  hand,  hot  fomentations, 
medicated  plasters,  &c.,  had  had  no  effect.  Was  it  then  some 
odylic  influence  from  the  cat  which  relieved  the  pain  ? 

Now  the  same  odylic  phenomena  which  are  presented  by  the 
magnet  are  also  found  to  exist  in  all  crystals,  natural  and  arti- 
ficial ;  and  are  absent  in  amorphous  bodies.  It  is  found  acting 
in  the  line  of  the  axes  of  the  crystals ;  at  their  poles  it  is  most 
powerful ;  but  the  effects  are  different  at  the  two  poles,  and 
are  opposite.  We  have  tried  the  effect  of  a  large  crystal 
of  Brazilian  pebble,  seven  inches  long,  on  a  lady  very  Hable 
to  spasmodic  attacks,  partaking  of  the  character  of  chorea 
and    catalepsy.      A    few    downward    passes    made    with    the 
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mpoL  of  the  orystal  pointed  towards  her,  often  produces 
soothing  effects,  and  procures  a  quiet  night.  She  herself  was 
qidte  ignorant  of  the  alleged  effects  of  crystals,  and  described 
jGrom  the  first  the  sensation  to  be  that  of  a  very  gentle  cool 
hraeoe  passing  over  the  parts  under  the  crystal.  The 
crystal  was  frequently  directed  to  the  occiput  and  various  parts 
of  the  back,  and  she  could  readily  state  to  what  point  the  crystal 
was  directed  from  the  effects  she  experienced.  The  forearms 
and  hands  were  most  susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  crystal. 
This  patient  can  bear  a  moderate  amount  from  an  electro-mag- 
netic machine,  but  a  few  passes  made  with  the  hand,  even  without 
her  knowledge,  at  once  excites  sensations,  and  if  persevered  in  for 
one  or  two  minutes,  violent  spasmodic  movements  are  the  re- 
sult. In  the  young  girl  we  have  already  alluded  to,  we  have 
prodnced  cataleptic  rigidity  of  the  upper  extremities,  by  pre- 
senting the  same  crystal  for  a  few  minutes  to  her  hands. 

''While  I  was  one  day  explaining  all  this  (the  action  of 
crystals)  to  a  friend,  and  in  order  to  show  him  clearly  how  I 
operated  on  the  patients,  had  passed  the  same  rock  crystal  along 
his  hand,  he  looked  at  me  with  amazement,  and  declared  thai 
kg  felt  himself  that  which  I  was  describing  as  the  sensation 
tseperienced  hy  the  patients^  namely,  a  very  distinct  cool  aura, 
as  often  as  I  made  the  downward  motion  over  his  hand.  He 
was  a  strong  healthy  man,  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  permitted 
me  to  refer  to  him.  It  was  M.  Carl  Sohech,  a  private  gen- 
tleman, residing  in  Vienna,  and  distinguished  by  his  great 
■oientiflc  acquirements.  From  that  time  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
trying  the  same  experiment  on  all  my  family  and  friends,  and 
on  many  persons,  strangers  to  me,  among  whom  were  physicians, 
natural  philosophers,  and  chemists ;  I  am  permitted  to  name 
here,  our  celebrated  naturalist.  Dr.  Endlicher,  chief  of  all  the 
pablic  botanical  institutions  in  Vienna.  I  found  that  not  only 
the  so£B9ring  patients,  but  also  very  many  healthy  persons,  ex- 
perienoe  these  sensations ;  and  that  a  large  crystal  of  quartz, 
gypsum,  heavy-spar,  fluor-spar,  and  other  substances,  when 
made  to  pass  near  enough  over  the  palm  of  the  hand,  excites 
and  renders  distinctly  sensible,  in  many  persons,  certain  feelings, 
usually  those  of  coolness  and  warmth.    In  order  to  enable  every 
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one  to  repeat  these  experiments,  I  would  state  expressly,  that  a 
large  detached  crystal  with  a  natural  termination  is  necessary ; 
and  that  it  most  be  larger,  the  less  sensitive  the  person  is. 
Heavy^spar,  fluor-spar,  and  gypsum»  are  best  adapted  tor  the 
purpose. 

''  The  crystal  should  be  drawn  over  the  inner  surface  of  ihe 
hand,  from  the  wrist  over  the  palm  and  down  to  the  point  of  the 
middle  finger,  as  near  as  possible,  but  without  contact,  and  at 
such  a  rate  of  motion  that  one  pass  occupies  about  five  seconds. 
The  crystal  is  held  vertically  over  the  hand." — (p.  38.) 

Odyle  is  also  present  in  the  solar  and  lunar  rays ;  to  its  pre- 
sence in  the  Jatter  planet  may  perhaps  be  attributed  the  .action 
of  the  moon  on  some  lunatics,  and  cases  of  intermittent  fever. 
It  is  also  elicited  whenever  chemical  action  takes  place;  this 
circumstance  suggests  to  Baron  Beichenbach  a  very  ingenious 
and  probable  ^cplanation  of  many  ghost  scenes,  phantoms,  Ac. 
Luminous  appearances,  for  instance,  are  visible  over  new  made 
graves,  as  Baron  Beichenbach  shows  by  various  experiments, 
and  it  is  exceedingly  likely  that  such  sights  seen  in  the  dark 
working  on  the  imagination  of  the  alarmed  spectator,  conjure  up 
shapes  of  various  hues  and  forms. 

The  animal  economy  is  a  great  source  of  odyle.  Passes  made 
with  the  hand  over  sensitive  persons  act  on  them,  like  passes 
made  with  the  poles  of  crystals,  and  magnets.  In  fact,  in  the 
human  hand  resides  the  same  force  which  is  found  in  crystals, 
and  consequently,  the  crystalline  force  and  animal  magnetiun 
are  thoroughly  identical,  so  that  the  same  laws  which  regulate 
the  former  apply  abo  to  the  latter.  This  is  a  most  interesting 
discovery,  one  which  may  induce  many  persons  to  look  with 
greater  interest  on  the  very  curious,  and  until  now,  frequently 
contradictory  phenomena  of  animal  magnetism,  and  paves  the 
way  to  a  wide  field  of  valuable  physiological  research.  The 
pleasure  we  have  derived  from  the  perusal  of  the  two  first  parts 
of  this  Treatise,  leads  us  to  look  with  much  interest  for  the  pub- 
lication of  Fart  III,  in  which  Baron  Beichenbach  purposes 
treating  of  the  effects  of  Odyle  on  the  human  frame.  Until 
this  appears,  it  would  be  premature  to  examine  Hahnemann's 
proving  of  the  magnet.     This  proving  will  probably  be  found  to 
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be  of  a  oompoiind  oharaoter,  some  of  the  symptoms  magnetio, 
others  odylio.  Onr  space  will  allow  of  only  a  brief  abstract  of 
the  general  conditions  of  odyle  in  the  human  body. 

In  the  twenty- four  hours  of  day  and  night,  a  periodic  fluctua- 
tion, or  decrease  and  increase,  of  odylic  power  occurs  in  the 
human  body.  Night,  sleep,  and  hunger  diminish  the  odylic 
mfluenoe ;  taking  food,  daylight,  and  the  active  waking  state, 
huorease  and  intensify  it.  In  sleep  the  seat  of  odylic  activity  is 
transferred  to  other  parts  of  the  nervous  system.  The  forehead 
and  occiput  alternate  in  odylic  activity,  the  former  being  active 
by  day,  the  latter  by  night. 

•  Human  beings  are  luminous  over  nearly  the  whole  surface, 
but  especially  in  the  hands,  the  eyes,  certain  parts  of  the  head, 
the  pit  of  the  stomach,  &c.  In  both  sexes  the  whole  left  side  is 
positive,  the  whole  right  side  negative.  This  polar  opposition 
it  most  strongly  marked  in  the  hands  and  fingers.  Sensitive 
persons  placed  in  the  sphere  of  action  of  bodies  difiusing  odyle 
eiily  feel  comfortable  when  to  the  polar  parts  of  their  own 
frame  the  oppositely  named  poles  of  the  bodies  are  opposed  or 
brought  near.  If  like-named  poles  be  brought  near  each  other, 
unpleasant  sensations,  soon  arising  to  illness,  are  the  result. 

We  must  now  bring  to  a  close  this  notice  of  Baron  Beichen- 
bach's  very  elaborate  experiments,  by  quoting  two  cases  shewing 
the  necessity  of  placing  sensitive  patients  in  the  plane  of  the 
magnetic  meridian.  He  has  found  that  to  sensitives  of  various 
kinds,  any  other  position  than  that  in  which  the  head  is  towards 
the  north,  and  the  feet  towards  the  south  is  highly  distressing; 
but  that  lying  in  the  magnetic  parallel,  with  the  head  towards 
the  west,  in  our  northern  hemisphere,  is  hardly  endurable  by 
sensitive  persons.  The  cause  of  this  is  probably  owing  to  the 
action  of  terrestrial  magnetism. 

"  M.  Schmidt,  surgeon  in  Vienna,  had  experienced  a  chill  in 
his  right  arm  while  travelling  on  a  railway*  and  had  for  some 
time  suffered  in  consequence  from  severe  rheumatism  in  the 
Hmb,  with  most  painful  spasms  from  the  shoulder  to  the  fingers. 
His  physician  employed  the  magnet,  which  quickly  subdued  the 
spasms ;  but  they  always  returned.  I  found  him  with  his  head 
lying  towards  the  south.     In  consequence  of  my  remarks  on 
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this,  he  was  so  placed  as  to  lie  in  the  xnagDetio  meridian,  with 
his  head  towcurds  the  north.  As  soon  as  he  came  into  this 
position  he  expressed  instantly  feelings  of  satisfaction,  and 
declared  that  he  felt  generally  refreshed  in  a  singular  degree. 
The  previoosly  existing  chilliness  and  rigors  were  instantly  ex- 
changed for  an  agreeable  uniform  warm  temperature;  he  felt 
the  strokes  of  the  magnet  now  beyond  comparison  more  agree- 
ably cooling,  and  beneficial  than  before ;  and  before  I  left  him 
the  rigid  arm  and  fingers  had  become  moveable,  while  the  pain 
entirely  disappeared." — (p.  64.) 

"  I  now  visited  Mile.  Sturmann  in  the  Clinical  Hospital  of 
the  University  of  Vienna.  She  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
cles ;  and  her  fits  were  called  eclampsy.  By  her  own  account 
they  had  come  on  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  her  age,  three  years 
previously,  after  some  nights  of  violent,  and  long-continued 
dancing.  I  found  her  on  a  bed  lying  from  west  to  east  I  then 
brought  to  act  on  her  a  powerful  magnet  capable  of  supporting 
80  lbs.,  made  passes  with  it,  laid  it  on  her  head,  and  in  contact 
with  her  feet.  It  produced  only  some  feeble  reactions.  I  now 
begged  her  physician,  Dr.  Lippich,  to  allow  her  to  be  placed  in 
the  magnetic  meridian  from  north  to  south,  which  he  very 
obligingly  did.  Everything  became  instantly  changed.  The  patient 
immediately  gave  signs  of  satisfaction;  the  previous  restless- 
ness left  her ;  a  painftQ  smarting  of  the  eyes,  from  which  she 
had  constantly  suffered  disappeared.  Instead  of  the  intolerable 
heat  which  had  before  tormented  her,  she  felt  refreshing  cool- 
ness, and  a  general  sense  of  relief  pervaded  her  frame,  while 
we  observed  her.  There  followed  a  night  of  such  quiet  refresh- 
ing sleep  as  she  had  not  for  a  long  time  enjoyed.  From  that 
time  forward  her  bed  was  kept  in  the  same  position,  and  this 
she  earnestly  entreated.  On  another  occasion  I  prevailed  on 
her  to  turn  round  in  bed,  so  as  to  place  herself  with  her  head 
towards  the  south.  This  time,  just  as  rapidly  as  before  every^ 
thing  had  changed  for  the  better,  everything  changed  tot  the 
worse.  General  restlessness  and  heat  appeared;  flushing  of 
the  face  and  oppression  of  the  head  followed ;  and  the  pecu- 
liar painful  smarting  of  the  eyes  immediately  returned.  But 
all  these  feelingB  were,  as  it  were,  stripped  off  as  soon  as  I 
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again  placed  her  in  llie  north  and  south  position.  In  this 
normal  position  I  again  tried  the  magnet.  Bat  what  a  differ- 
ence! She,  who  had  before  hardly  perceived  its  action,  could 
DOW  not  bear  it,  when  I  removed  the  armature  even  at  some 
distance.  I  had  placed  myself  four  paces  fiom  her  head ;  and 
when  I  spoke  to  her,  she  gave  me  no  answer.  When  T  examined 
her  I  found  her  insensible,  and  in  a  state  of  tonic  spasm.  After 
her  waking  from  this  fit,  I  stood  at  seven  paces  from  the  foot  of 
her  bed,  and  detached  the  armature.  In  this  case  also  she  had 
hardly  uttered  a  word  when  she  became  speechless,  and  I  again 
found  her  in  the  same  state  as  before.  A  third  time  I  removed 
from  her,  in  the  line  of  the  magnetic  meridian,  to  a  distance  of 
more  than  thirty  feet  from  the  foot  of  her  bed.  She  did  not  at 
once  perceive  any  effect  when  the  armature  was  detached ;  but 
afker  I  had  remained  about  a  minute  in  the  same  position,  she 
suddenly  stopped  in  the  middle  of  a  word  and  became  speechless. 
She  had  uttered  half  the  word ;  the  other  half  died  upon  her 
lips.  She  was  suddenly  attacked  by  spasms,  and  I  found  her 
lying  rigid,  with  clenched  hands.  Hw  eyes  were  open  and  turned 
upwards ;  and  so  completely  devoid  of  sensation,  that  I  could 
lay  my  finger  upon  the  eye-ball  without  causing  any  motion  of 
the  eyelids.  How  unexpected  a  difference  of  effect  was  here ! 
The  same  magnet,  which  I  had  before  placed  on  her  hands  and 
foot,  while  she  lay  in  the  magnetic  parallel,  with  hardly  any 
perceptible  effect,  now  when  she  lay  in  the  meridian,  struck  her 
instantly  down  insensible  at  the  distance  of  thirty-two  or  thirty- 
three  feet/'— (p.  68.) 

Die  qeburtshilfliche  Praxis  erlautert  durch  Ergeb- 
NI8SE  DER  n  Gebjiexunix  zu  Wien,  by  Dr.  F.  H. 
Abneth,  Assistent  an  der  II  Geb&rklinik  zu  Wien.  Wien, 
1851. 

IClDWIFBKY  PbACTICB  LlLUSTRATBD  BY  THE  BeSULTS  OF  THE 

Second  Miowifert  Ouvioal  Department  of  Vienna, 

by  Dr.  F.  H.  Arneth,  Assistant  of  that  Department.  Vienna, 

1851. 

Though  the  talented  author  of  this  work  is  well  known  as  a 

homoBOpathist,  the  work,  the  title  of  which  stands  above,  has 
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nothing  to  do  ^th  homceopathy,  and  its  subject  is  not  one  which 
strictly  comes  within  the  sphere  of  our  observation  as  homoeo- 
pathic journalists,  but  the  circumstance  of  the  author  being  a 
homoeopathic  practitioner  would  forbid  us  passing  it  by  unno- 
ticed. Indeed  it  is  a  hopeful  sign  of  the  progress  and  firm 
establishment  of  homoeopathy  in  the  Austrian  Empire,  that 
acknowledged  homoeopathic  practitioners  are  elected  to  fill  the 
important  post  in  the  Great  Qeneral  Hospital  which  Dr.  Ameth 
occupies ;  it  is  a  cheering  sign  of  the  zeal  and  energy  of  Dr. 
Ameth  that  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  study  and  practice 
of  a  special  branch  of  medical  science,  and  it  is  a  proof  of  his 
great  talent  and  industry  that  he  has  published  a  book  which 
must  henceforward  render  him  the  authority  in  Austria  for  the 
statistics  of  midwifery  practice  in  the  Vienna  Medical  School. 
Nothing  could  more  effectually  tend  to  make  our  system  re- 
spected by  our  adversaries  than  that  some  of  us,  by  devotion  to 
special  branches  of  medicine  or  of  surgery,  should  acquire  for 
ourselves  an  undoubted  reputation  and  authority  in  these 
branches,  and  thus  give  the  best  possible,  because  practical,  re- 
futation of  the  dictum  of  Hufeland,  that  the  general  acceptation 
of  homoeopathy  would  prove  "  the  grave  of  science,"  *  a  senti- 
ment that  has  been  re-echoed  by  Forbes,  when  he  pronounced  it 
''  degrading  to  the  physician."  f  But  this  is  not  to  be  done 
without  much  sacrifice  of  personal  comfort  and  present  advan- 
tage, though  perhaps  it  might  not  be  necessary  in  other  cases  to 
make  the  same  amount  of  sacrifice  that  Dr.  Ameth  has  done, 
to  wit,  abandoning  a  good  private  practice  and  devoting  himself 
to  a  toilsome  and  harassing  occupation  in  a  large  public  hos- 
pital in  the  midst  of  the  opponents  of  his  own  medical  faith ; 
and  last  though  not  least  in  the  estimation  of  some,  without 
pecuniary  remuneration  for  his  labours.  Barren  of  remuneration 
of  another,  and  to  some,  more  acceptable  kind.  Dr.  Ameth  s 
labours  have  not  been,  for  he  has  been  nominated  to  the  post  of 
PHvat'Docent,  as  it  is  termed,  a  preliminary  step  to  the  pro- 
fessorship— in  fact,  that  office  without  the  salary,  but  with  the 
privilege  of  having  pupils.     This  we  believe  is  the  first  instance 

•  Die  Hom»opeMe,  p.  14. 

t  BrUiih  and  Foreign  Medteal  Hevieuj,  vol.  xxi.  p.  256. 
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of  an  avowed  homoeopatliist  having  been  elected  to  a  similar 
post*  in  Germany  or  elsewhere,  and  it  says  much  for  the 
merits  of  Dr.  Arneth,  and  for  the  liberality  (or  latudinarianism) 
of  the  Vienna  faculty. 

The  work  under  consideration  is  a  statistical  account  of  the 
Obstetric  Hospital  of  Vienna,  and  more  especially  of  the  second 
division  of  it,  which  is  devoted  to  the  instruction  of  female  prac- 
titioners, who  there  receive  a  proficient  education  in  the  obstetric 
art,  and  are  subsequently  distributed  over  all  parts  of  the  Aus- 
trian dominions,  a  truly  excellent  and  philanthropic  arrangement 
well  worthy  the  imitation  of  more  Hberal  governments.  During 
the  three  years  of  Dr.  Ameth's  service  in  this  department  of  the 
hospital,  9728  women  were  delivered  there.  It  would  be  out  of 
place  to  enter  here  into  a  minute  description  of  the  arraugements 
and  regulations  of  this  in  many  respects  excellent  institution,  or 
to  ^ve  the  results  of  Dr.  Ameth's  labours.  The  former  are 
already  familiar  to  the  British  public  in  Mr.  Wilde's  work  on 
**  Austria  and  its  Institutions,"  and  the  latter  are  in  such  a  con- 
densed and  succinct  form  in  Dr.  Arneth  s  work,  that  to  do  him 
justice  we  should  have  to  transfer  his  book  to  our  pages.  We 
must  therefore  refer  the  reader  to  the  book  itself  for  an  account 
of  the  Vienna  obstetric  practice,  and  its  comparison  with  that  of 
France,  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  Germany,  which  is  by  no 
means  unfavourable  to  the  Vienna  practice.  Before  concludiug, 
we  may  be  allowed  to  notice  a  few  facts  observed  by  our  author. 
Thus,  he  states  that  laceration  of  the  perinsum  does  not  heal 
up  by  granulation,  but  by  the  interposition  of  a  membranous 
substance.  From  the  excellent  arrangements  provided  for  the 
suckling  of  the  infants,  aphthce,  so  much  dreaded  in  other  hos- 
pitals, are  almost  unknown  in  Vienna,  and  inflammation  of  the 
mamma  in  women  is  of  very  rare  occurrence.  Out  of  6537 
women  only  three  were  affected  with  mastitis,  two  out  of 
that  number  having  the  disease  before  delivery.  Dr.  Arneth 
refutes,  by  the  statistics  of  his  hospital,  Bamsbotham's  opinion 

*  Professon  elected  whilst  allopathic  hare  subsequently  become  homoe- 
Ofiathic  and  retained  their  office,  as  in  the  case  of  Prof.  Zlatarorich,  of  Vienna, 
and  Prof.  Henderson,  of  Edinbargh,  and  homoeopathists  have  been  elected  to 

professorships  of  homceopathy,  as  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Wnrmbi  of  Vienna,  but 

these  are  not  analogous  instances. 
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that  eclampsia  oocnrs  most  in  hot  weather.  Premature  labour, 
in  cases  of  deformity  of  pelvis,  preventing  delivery  at  the  proper 
time,  is  brought  about  by  means  of  the  warm  uterine  douche, 
continued  for  20  minutes  at  a  time,  and  repeated  daily,  assisted  or 
not  as  occasion  may  demand  by  the  administration  of  Secale 
comutum. 

1.  The  HoMCEOPATHic  Domestic  Physician,  by  Chables  J. 
Hempel,  M.D.    New  York,  1860. 

2.  The  Homceopathic  Medical  Dictionary  and  Home 
QuiDE,  by  A.  Henbiques,  Physician  to  the  Spanish  Em- 
baesy,  &c.    London,  1850. 

The  only  saleable  homoeopathic  work  is  the  Domestic  Homoeo- 
pathic Guide,  and  here  we  have  two  more  to  add  to  the  thousand 
and  one  that  have  already  appeared.  We  have  them  of  all  sizes 
and  prices,  from  the  ponderous  tome  of  Laurie  down  to  the 
waistcoat  pocket-book  of  Malan ;  of  all  styles,  from  the  prolix 
dissertation  on  the  causes,  symptoms,  and  treatment  of  all  ima- 
ginable diseases,  down  to  the  curt  and  unsatisfactory  enumeration 
6f  the  mere  names  of  common  affections,  with  their  appropriate 
remedies  in  monosyllabic  abbreviations.  The  sale  of  these  works 
is  enormous,  for  many  of  them  on  our  table  have  gone  through 
two,  three,  and  even  more  editions.  If  the  utility  of  works  were 
to  be  estimated  by  their  sale,  these  would  certainly  rank  high  in 
the  scale  of  usefulness,  but  we  doubt  whether  that  test  is  appli- 
cable in  the  present  case,  for  we  are  much  deceived  if  the  put- 
chasers  of  most  of  these  books  are  not  miserably  mistaken  with 
regard  to  the  amount  of  knowledge  they  put  them  in  possession 
of.  Lideed  we  scarcely  ever  meet  with  an  anxious  matron  who 
has  ventured  to  buy  one  of  these  books,  who  has  not  speedily 
added  to  her  library  another  and  another,  finding  that  she  was 
unable  to  determine  from  the  preceding  ones  what  medicines  to 
administer  to  her  child.  We  have  often  noticed  that  persons 
when  first  they  adopt  homoeopathy,  seem  to  think  it  is  a  method 
of  cheap  physic,  whereby  they  may  be  enabled  to  dispense  with 
a  doctor  altogether,  and  in  this  delusion  they  are  confirmed  by 
glancing  over  the  contents  of  these  domestic  guides.  However, 
when  they  come  to  treat  an  ailment,  they  are  usually  disconcerted 
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by  finding  that  they  can  nowhere  discover  in  the  written  descrip- 
tions of  disease,  any  resemblance  to  the  patient's  symptoms.  In 
baste  they  purchase  another  **  Domestic/'  but  this  too  fails  them, 
and  at  length  they  begin  to  perceive  that  these  books,  though  pro- 
fessing to  enable  them  to  treat  almost  all  diseases  under  the  sun, 
often  play  them  scurvy  tricks,  and  like  ignis  fatui  leave  them 
frequently  in  the  lurch  at  the  critical  moment.  A  very  intelligent 
lady,  the  mother  of  a  large  family,  told  me  that  on  first  com- 
mencing homoeopathic  practice  she  had  diligently  studied  first 
one  and  then  another  domestic  guide,  but  had  never  been  able 
to  treat  her  children's  ailments  by  the  book,  and  at  length  after 
much  disappointment  and  a  great  deal  of  fruitless  labour,  she 
had  resorted  to  a  very  simple  mode  of  treating  her  children. 
"  When  one  of  them  gets  ill,  I  give  aconite  ;  if  that  does  no 
good,  I  give  bryonia ;  if  that  does  not  cure,  I  then  give  nux  ; 
and  if  that  fails,  I  send  for  you."  This  we  believe  is  nearly  the 
history  of  most  of  those  who  dabble  in  homoeopathy.  They  expect 
a  great  deal  too  much  from  this  domestic  practice  of  homoeo- 
pathy ;  but  for  this  the  domestic  guides  are  chiefly  to  blame, 
for  most  of  them,  even  though  professedly  **  restricted  to  their 
legitimate  sphere,"  encroach  on  the  peculiar  domain  of  the  phy- 
sioian,  and  treat  of  diseases  with  which  it  would  be  hazardous 
for  a  non-professional  person  to  meddle. 

Both  the  works  whose  titles  are  at  the  head  of  this  article  have 
this  feature  in  common,  that  they  are  arranged  in  the  dictionary 
form,  otherwise  they  are  very  dissimilar. 

Dr.  Hempel's  little  volume  is,  he  says,  "  simply  intended  to 
enable  fEunilies  to  prescribe,  without  the  aid  of  a  physician,  in 
ordinary  oases,"  and  it  is  as  concise  and  simply  arranged  as  any 
mother  of  a  fieunily  could  desire ;  nor  does  it  much  trespass  be- 
yond its  professed  limitSi  of  ''  ordinary  cases."  The  medicines 
he  refers  to  are  ninety-three  in  number,  but  in  our  opinion,  the 
number  to  stock  the  case  designed  to  accompany  this  manual, 
might  be  much  more  limited ;  indeed  we  doubt  if  one  single 
medioine  would  not  be  all  that  was  requisite,  for  on  looking 
thioogh  the  book  we  find  that  aconite  is  Dr.  Hempel's  chief  if 
not  only  specific,  for  almost  all  the  thousand  ills  that  flesh  is  henr 
to.    To  take  the  first  thirty  diseases  mentioned  in  the  book,  we 
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find  that  Aconite  is  the  "  principal  remedy  "  in  backache,  with 
it  "  he  invariably  treats  **  cholera-morbus,  "  he  has  given  it  with 
the  most  flattering  success "  in  Asiatic  cholera,  "  he  always 
gives"  it  in  cholerina;  it  is  the  "  specific  remedy  "  in  colic ;  it 
is  the  remedy  "  best  adapted  "  for  constipation ;  the  ''  principal 
remedy  "  in  diarrhosa  and  dysentery ;  the  "  best  remedy  "  in 
dyspepsia ;  it  *'may  be  used  "  in  prolapsus  ani ;  it  is  the  "best 
remedy  "  in  an  acute  attack  of  hemorrhoids,  and  is  the  ''specific 
remedy  "  in  chronic  piles ;  it  is  *'  a  grand  remedy  "  in  spasm  in 
the  abdomen ;  a  "  principal  remedy  "  in  indigestioti,  and  in 
uorms;  it  "should  be  given"  in  discharges  from  the  ear  ;  is 
the  "  specific  remedy  "  for  inflammation  of  the  ear ;  an  "  ad- 
mirable remedy"  for  otalgia;  the  "principal  remedy"  for  deaf- 
ness ;  is  recommended  for  roaring  in  the  ears ;  is  the  "  specific 
remedy  "  for  itifiammation  of  the  eyes ;  the  "  best  remedy  "  for 
amaurosis  ;  "  may  be  given  "  for  illusions  of  the  sight ;  is  re- 
commended in  paralysis  of  the  lids  ;  spasmodic  closing  of  the 
lids,  and  styes;  it  "  never  failed  "  in  erysipelas  of  the  face;  and 
is  "  the  principal  remedy  for  face-ache  and  neuralgic  affections 
generally ; "  among  them  are  two  diseases  in  which  it  is  not 
mentioned,  viz. :  hernia  and  specks  on  the  cornea ;  but  as 
neither  of  these  diseases  form  usual  subjects  of  domestic  treat- 
ment, they  may  be  left  out  of  the  question.  It  is  the  same 
throughout  the  book,  from  nettle-rash  to  consumption  ;  from 
tooth-ache  to  apoplexy ;  Aconite  is  now  the  principal,  the  spe- 
cific, the  best,  the  infalUble  remedy.  What  use  is  there  for  any 
other  if  Aconite  deserves  all  these  epithets  ?  Let  the  dilettanti 
take  courage,  and  armed  with  a  tube  full  of  Aconite  globules, 
let  them  boldly  attack  all  maladies  with  the  same  confidence  as 
was  displayed  by  a  worthy  mentioned  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who 
treated  all  diseases  with  "  two  simples,  Laudamy  and  Galomy ;" 
and  doubtless  they  will  meet  with  the  like  success. 

Dr.  Henriques  informs  us  that  his  work  "  is  intended  chiefly 
as  a  guide  to  unprofessional  homoeopathists  in  trifling  ailments, 
and  in  cases  of  emergency,  whenever  proper  medical  advice  can- 
not be  readily  obtained.  It  will,  perhaps,  be  found  useful 
likewise  to  allopathic  practitioners,  who  feel  desirous  of  testing 
the  efficacy  of  this  new  method."  This  humiUty  of  the  preface 
is  belied  by  the  ambitiousness  of  the  work  itself,  for  almost 
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every  known  malady,  firom  hiccough  to  hydrophobia,  from  corns 
to  cancer,  from  sneezing  to  syphilis,  is  here  treated  of,  unequally 
indeed,  in  respect  of  their  importance,  and  the  difficulty  of  their 
treatment ;  for  whilst  tooth-ache  has  two  whole  pages  aUotted 
to  it,  diabetes  is  dismissed  with  these  few  words  :  *'  coloeynthis 
is  the  specific  against  this  immoderate  discharge  of  urine" ! 
Would  it  were !  For  some  of  the  diseases  the  indications  of  the 
medicines  are  carefriUy  detailed,  but  for  many  others  no  indica- 
tions at  all  are  given;  thus  all  that  we  have  on  the  subject  of  tie 
doulouretix  is  the  short  sentence  "  belladonna,  capsicum,  lyco- 
podium,  eaii  platina."  By  attempting  too  much.  Dr.  Henriques 
has  failed  to  produce  a  work  that  could  be  profitably  employed 
by  either  of  the  classes  for  whom  it  was  designed. 

The  endeavour  of  an  author  who  writes  a  ''Home  Guide" 
should  be  to  make  his  descriptions  as  short  and  concise  as  pos- 
sible, and  the  remedies  to  which  he  refers  as  few  as  possible ; 
but  in  this  work  no  less  than  157  remedies  are  referred  to,  and 
a  domestic  medicine  chest  is  recommended  which  shall  contain 
24  bottles  of  tinctures  and  160  tubes  of  globules,  besides  mother 
tmctures  of  Arnica,  fihus,  &c.,  enough  to  set  up  a  doctor  in  exten- 
sive practice.  We  trust,  however,  that  our  brethren  will  con- 
sider the  supply  we  already  have  of  domestic  homoeopathies, 
ditto  physicians,  ditto  medicines,  ditto  guides,  epitomes,  and 
pocket  books,  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  requirements  of  the 
public — at  least  for  some  years  to  come ;  and  that  the  cacoSthes 
scribendi  will  henceforth  strike  out  some  other  and  more  useftil 
path. 


The  London  and  Provincial  Medical  Directory  for  1851. 
London:  Churchill. 

This  useful  and  elaborate  publication  contains  this  year  in 
addition  to  the  information  it  formerly  furnished  us  with,  much 
that  will  render  it  more  useftil  than  heretofore  to  homoeopathic 
practitioners,  who  are  now  acknowledged  to  constitute  a  part  in 
the  medical  world,  no  longer  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  We 
observe  in  the  list  of  medical  periodicals  our  cotemporary.  The 
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Homceopaihic  Times  among  Uie  weeklieB,  and  onrselTes  among 
the  quarterlies.  We  might  take  exception  to  the  editors  arrange- 
ment, whereby  we  are  placed  at  Uie  foot  of  the  list  of  qnarterliee^ 
whereas  alphabetically  we  shonld  have  been  second ;  and  the 
same  rank  we  should  have  occupied  did  the  sequential  order 
depend  on  seniority,  for  excepting  the  Edin,  Med,  and  Surg. 
Journal,  we  are  the  oldest  medical  quarterly  published  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  However  we  shall  not  insist  on  precedoMse, 
but  rest  satisfied  with  having  thus  vindicated  our  dignity.  In 
the  list  of  '*  hospitals  and  dispensaries  for  particular  classes  of 
disease  "  we  observe  the  London  Homceopatbic  Hospital,  with 
its  staff  of  provisional  officers ;  the  Hahnemann  hospital  does 
not  appear,  probably  because  it  was  not  open  in  time  for  this 
year's  directory.  We  may  observe,  by  the  way,  that  some  of  the 
hospitals  (including  the  homoeopathic)  and  most  of  the  dis- 
pensaries, are  not ''  for  particular  classes  of  disease/'  but  for  all 
that  choose  to  present  themselves. 

Among  the  societies  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Society  is  duly 
enrolled,  but  the  British  Homoeopathic  does  not  appear. 

At  the  end  of  the  Provincial  Directory  is  a  list  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic and  hydropathic  practitioners,  copied  from  The  HanuBo- 
pathic  Directory,  published  last  year  in  this  Journal.  We 
observe  that  four  of  our  body  appear  in  the  general  directories 
with  an  asterisk  prefixed  to  their  names,  indicating  "  that  they 
have  made  no  return  of  the  nature  of  their  qualifications  in  reply 
to  repeated  applications,"  and  that  no  less  than  seven  gentlemen  in 
London  and  eight  in  the  provinces,  who  have  been  sufficiently  long 
in  practice,  do  not  appear  at  all  in  the  general  body  of  the  work, 
shewing  that  their  existence  is  unknown  to  the  editors.  Now 
as  we  consider  it  of  importance  that  all  should  avail  themselves 
of  this  opportunity  of  registering  themselves,  if  not  for  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  their  names  in  print,  at  least  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  reproach  to  which  the  omission  of  their  names  renders 
them  liable,  viz.  that  they  possess  no  proper  qualifications,  we  shall 
mention  the  names  of  the  defaulters  in  the  present  directory, 
and  call  upon  them  not  to  suffer  another  directory  to  appear 
without  a  correct  insertion  of  their  names  and  qualifications. 
Those  whose  names  appear,  but  with  an  asterisk  prefixed,  are 
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Drs.  Barry  and  Batchelour  of  London,  and  Dr.  Fearon  and 
Mr.  Parsons  of  Birmingham.  Those  who  have  been  long  in 
practice  but  whose  names  do  not  appear  in  the  general  direc- 
tory, are  Dr.  Fischer,  Dr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Kelly,  Dr.  Laurie,  Dr. 
McOubrey,  Dr.  Massol,  and  Dr.  Prince,  of  London;  Dr.  Wright, 
of  Birkenhead ;  Dr.  Bosenstein,  of  Kidderminster ;  Dr.  Oress- 
well,  of  Leeds ;  Dr.  Roche,  of  Liverpool ;  Mr.  MacDowal,  of 
Manchester;  and  Dr.  Wilmot,  of  Southampton.  As  some  of 
these  gentlemen  appeared  in  former  editions  of  the  Directory, 
we  presume  it  must  be  owing  to  some  mistake  or  carelessness 
that  their  names  are  now  omitted,  which  they  may  rectify  by  a 
note  to  the  editor  of  the  work. 

Besides  these  faults  of  omission,  we  observe  also  that  two  of 
our  homoeopathic  colleagues  have  inserted  among  their  works 
the  titles  of  books  that  have  never  yet  been  published,  though 
they  may  be  in  progress  of  authorship.  We  think  it  better  to 
avoid  this,  as  exception  might  be  taken  to  it. 


HoM(KOPATHic  Hand-book  and  Clinical  Guide  for  the 
Treatment  of  Diseases.  By  Dr.  J.  H.  G.  Jahr.  Trans- 
lated from  the  German  by  Dr.  Spillan,  a.m.,  m.d.,  &c. 
London:  Headland,  1851 — pp.  611. 

This  is  the  same  book  that  we  noticed  in  No.  xxxiv^  but  as 
the  size  and  weight  of  Dr.  Spillan's  edition  unfits  it  for  the 
pocket,  it  has  assumed  the  title  of ''  Hand-book."  This  edition 
is  beautifully  printed,  but  we  doubt  whether  its  increased  size 
does  not  more  than  counterbalance  the  advantage  of  a  clearer 
type  and  a  greater  interval  betwixt  the  lines.  By  the  adoption 
of  a  different  type  for  the  names  of  the  medicines  and  the  cha- 
racteristic symptom,  for  which  they  are  useful,  much  greater 
distinctness  has  been  given  to  the  work ;  and  we  are  bound  to 
say  that  Dr.  Spillan  has  in  most  instances  given  a  more  accurate 
and  literal  translation  of  the  original  work  than  Dr.  Hempel, 
though  when  the  rendering  of  the  latter  was  faithful,  it  has  been 
transferred  bodily  into  the  pages  of  the  former. 
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The  Homeeapaihie  ireaimemt  Acute 

By  John  Ozaxns,  ILD. 

Iv  recording  the  two  fisttowing  cues  of  acute  peritomtk — the  only 
cases  I  hsTe  met  with  in  the  coone  of  the  present  year — my  chief 
motive  is  to  caD  the  attention  of  homcsopathic  practitionen  to  the 
importance  of  sobmitting  this  Tery  painful  and  dangeroas  inflamma- 
tion to  the  ordeal  of  a  careful  clinical  inTestigation.  With  the  very 
scanty  information  to  be  found  in  most  homceopathic  treatises,  with 
refSsrence  to  \Xs  prognosU  and  treatment^  the  position  of  the  inexpe- 
rienced homoeopathic  practitioner  is  painful  in  the  extreme.  If  he 
could,  as  he  can  with  pneumonia^  find  in  the  usual  practical  treatises 
a  well-defined  mode  of  treatmoit,  and  could  gain  access  to  an  impo- 
sing series  of  cures,  of  such  a  character  as  to  raise  no  doubt  in  his 
mind  respecting  thdr  authenticity,  aD  his  fears  would  thereby  be  set 
at  rest.  He  would  thus  be  guided  in  his  treatment  by  the  directions 
of  acknowledged  homcBopathic  authorities,  and  in  his  prognosis  by 
statistical  tables  of  the  results  obtained  in  homceopathic  hospitals. 

The  former  soiux;e  of  information  is,  as  I  have  sidd,  as  yet  yery 
scanty.  It  is,  therefore,  towards  the  supply  of  sound  practical  know- 
ledge, for  the  use  of  beginners  in  homceopathy,  that  our  chief  efforts 
should  be  directed. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected  to  me  that  it  is  not  by  any  means 
necessary  that  the  homceopathist  should  possess  treatises  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  every  way  similar  to  those  written  for  allo- 
pathic practitioners,  for  the  former  has  a  law  which  to  him  is  an 
almost  infallible  guide.  I  am  ready  to  admit  the  validity  of  this  ob- 
jection to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  may  at  the  same  time  remark,  that 
this  guide  is  only  infallible  to  him  who  is  thoroughly  conyersant 
with  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  virtues  of  every  drug  in  the  materia 
medica ;  who  can  lay  claim  to  so  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the  patho- 
genesis of  all  known  drugs  ?  The  experience  of  men  accustomed  to 
interpret  the  pathogenesis  of  every  drug  by  the  effects  observed  at  the 
bedsides  of  their  patients  is  therefore  needed  by  the  beginner,  and 
will  not  be  disdained  by  those  who,  themselves,  have  a  tolerable 
share  of  experience  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  of  knowledge  of 
the  effects  of  drugs  upon  the  healthy  subject. 


Dr,  Ozanfte  on  Peritonitis.  311 

With  reference  to  th«  prognosis  of  peritonitis  we  are  entirely  de- 
pendent for  statisticai  information  upon  the  tables  published  at 
Vienna.  Now,  it  so  happens  that  a  doubt  of  the  yalue  of  the  statis- 
tics of  this  disease  derived  from  Vienna  has  been  raised  by  Dr. 
Balfour,  in  his  letter  upon  Homoeopathy  (in  the  46Ui  No.  of  the 
Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Rev.) 

"  The  startling  results,"  says  he  (p.  607),  "  obtained  by  Fleisch- 
mann  in  peritonitis  caused  me  to  make  it  the  subject  of  strict  enquiry, 
and  I  found  that  its  idiopathic  and  too  fatal  form,  so  frequent  here, 
was  imknown,  or  at  least  very  rare,  in  Vienna.  There  it  occurs  as  a 
subacute  tubercular  inflammation,  usuaUy  of  circumscribed  extent. 
Such  cases  I  have  seen  recover  under  the  use  of  exirtict,  gramin%9, ; 
and  although  no  cases  occurred  during  my  visits  to  the  homcBopathie 
hospital,  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  infinitesimals  would  be  equally 
efficacious.  The  disease  is  truly  peritonitis,  but  of  so  peculiar  a 
character,  Uiat  there  cannot  be  a  more  flagrant  instance  of  the  decep- 
tive nature  of  the  statistics  of  names,  than  to  compare  it  wiUi  ours." 

That  the  statements  made  by  Dr.  Balfour  should  not  shake  our 
faith  in  the  statistics  of  the  Vienna  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  no  one 
who  will  carefully  read  his  reports  will  for  a  moment  doubt.  He  is 
too  zealous  a  champion  of  allopathy  and  too  eager  to  give  to  homceo- 
pathy  its  death-blow  to  be  a  trustworthy  reporter.  He  informs  us, 
among  other  things,  that  tubercular  peritonitis  is,  compared  with  the 
acute  form  observed  elsewhere,  a  very  innocent  disease  at  Vienna. 
This  information  certainly  seems  startling  to  bomceopathists  who  are 
accustomed  to  look  upon  tubercular  peritonitis  as  infinitely  more 
serious  in  character  than  the  usual  acute  form.  His  latter  paragraph 
seems  to  imply,  that  acute  peritonitis  is  comparatively  a  mild  disease 
aUo  at  Vienna.  Happily  we  are  not  altogether  dependent  upon  Dr. 
Balfour  for  the  pathological  anatomy  of  peritonitis  at  Vienna.  We 
have  the  experience  and  authority  of  Professor  Rokitansky  likewise. 
Now  the  professor  in  his  work  says  (vol.  ii.  p.  14)  '*  acute  general 
peritonitis  very  often  terminates  fatally ;"  and  as  he  does  not  say  that 
tubercular  peritonitis  is  very  rarely  fatal,  we  may  safely  infer  that,  as 
m  the  north  of  Europe,  it  is  almost  always  futal.  It  is  unfortunate 
for  Dr.  Balfour  to  be  in  collision  with  the  learned  vniter  on  patholo- 
gical anatomy  of  the  Vienna  school,  but  it  is  good  that  the  homceo- 
pathists  who  have  read  the  former  should  know  what  the  latter  has 
to  say  upon  this  subject. 

These    considerations  lead  us  to  the  rejection  of   Dr.  Balfour's 
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statementSy  and  thereby  .to  replnce  oqr  oqaSdence  in.  tbe^tatiatkal 
documents  emanating  from  the  Vienna  school  of  bomoDopathy. 

Neyertheless,  in  the  face  of  these  statements,  it  would  be  well  to 
bring  the  whole  subject  under  carefol  investigation,  nd  AmiMi  in  oxdsr 
to  ascertain  the  curability  of  the  various  fiarma  of  peritonitis  and  the 
plan  of  treatment  best  suited  to  each. 

Case  1. 

On  the  22nd  of  April  I  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  H — ^  aged 
about  60,  the  widow  of  a  small  farmer,  residing  in  St  Martin's.  I 
first  saw  her  at  5  p.  m. ;  I  was  informed  that  on  the  20th  riie  had 
been  some  hours,  as  usual,  seated  in  the  market-place  selling  her 
vegetables,  the  whole  time  exposed  to  a  continued  and  heavy  rain. 
On  returning  home  in  the  evening,  and  after  her  return,  she  felt  very 
cold.  She  had  since  had  rigors,  and  had  been  suffering  intensely  in 
the  left  iliac  region  for  some  hours.  The  pulse  was  hard^  tense,  96 ; 
the  tongue  coated,  red  at  the  tip  and  edges ;  there  was  intense  pain 
in  the  left  iliac  region,  some  hardness  as  if  a  convolution  of  the  in- 
testine were  tense  and  hard,  and  tenderness  on  pressure ;  at  times 
there  were  violent  pains  (I  understood  them  to  be  of  a  clawing  or 
cutting  character)  in  this  region.  • 

Pr.  Tinct.  aeon.  napeL  1. 

23rd. — ^Pulse  84,  less  hard;  no  action  of  the  bowels,  but  still 
much  pain  in  the  iliac  region,  extending  towards  the  umbilicus. 

Pr.  Tinct.  Nucis  v,  2. 

24th. — ^The  patient  was  much  worse ;  although  she  had  had  two 
liquid  motions,  the  abdomen  was  hard  and  tumefied,  not  only  in  the 
left  side  but  likewise  across  the  umbilical  region  to  the  right  side ; 
much  distressing  pain ;  continual  moaning ;  extreme  tenderness  over 
all  the  parts  swollen ;  there  had  been  no  sleep  at  all ;  tongue  red, 
dry ;  pulse  hard  though  small,  104 ;  complete  inability  to  turn  in  her 
bed ;  thighs  flexed  upon  the  abdomen. 
Pr.  Tinct.  Aconit.  N.  1,  gtt.  x  aqus,  J  yj,  M. ;  take  one  dessert 

spoonful  every  two  hours. 

25th. — A  decided  remission  in  the  fever;  pulse  96;  there  had 
been  two  hours'  sleep  in  the  night;  the  skin  moist  with  perspiration, 
the  local  symptoms  not  abated ;  abdomen  very  tumid,  so  tender  that 
she  could  not  bear  the  slightest  pressure  upon  it ;  countenance  "vtrf 
anxious;  constant  moaning;  anticipation  of  death;  tongue  as  be* 
fore.  Pr,  Repeat  the  same. 
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SCth. — Bhe  ma  in  much  pain  all  the  nigfat  up  to  7  a.  m. ;  but  after 
that  hour  ahe  was  easier ;  the  paroxysms  of  psin  were  less  inteniie ; 
tin  tenderness  very  great  in  the  left  iliac  region,  but  abated  else- 
iriiere ;  she  had  been  thie  to  turn  herself  a  little  with  the  aadsttnce 
of  her  attendants ;  the  tnineftction  of  the  abdomen  unabated ;  pulse 
less  hard,  104.  Pr.  Repeat  the  same. 

27th. — Decidedly  better;  pulse  94;  less  fever;  copioos  perspira- 
tion ;  there  had  been  two  motions  of  the  bowels,  the  first  by  means 
of  an  enema,  the  second  spontaneous  and  liquid  (these  were  the  first 
evacuations  since  the  33rd);  notwithstanding  this  the  fulness  and 
tenaon  of  the  abdomen  continued,  but  the  tenderness  had  consider- 
ably abated. 

Pr.  Tinct  Mercur.  subl.  corr.  2,  gtL  yj,  aqu»  |  vj,  M. ;  take  deseert- 
spoonfiil  every  two  hours. 

28th. — Pulse  82,  soft  and  fuller;  abdomen  less  tumid;  a  cerlaiu 
amount  of  pressure  could  be  home  in  the  left  iliac  region ;  tongue  no 
loiter  dry,  but  red  at  the  tip  and  coated. 

Pr.  Repeat  the  same. 

29th. — Pulse  77;  abdomen  nearly  well;  she  had  had  a  sponta- 
neous action  of  the  bowels. 

"   Pr.  Repeat  the  same. 

30th. — StiD  some  fuloeas  and  tension  in  the  abdomen,  but  scarcely 
ai^  tenderness  in  left  iliac  region ;  there  bad  been  another  sponta- 
neous evacuation. 

N.B. — She  could  now  draw  a  deep  inspiration,  and  told  me  (iriiich 

had  not  been  mentioned  before)  that  during  the  three  or  four  days 

Ibat  she  was  most  ill  she  was  obliged  to  suppress  every  inclination  to 

G0(^  or  sueeie  as  it  caused  intolerable  pain. 

Pr.  Continue  the  same. 

May  3nd. — ^Improving. 

Pr.  Repeat  Mercu.  2nd,  dil. 

4th. — Sat  up  on  the  3rd  ;  she  felt  well,  excepting  a  pain  in  the 
MNlomen  when  bending  forwards. 

Pr,  Continue  Merc. 

7th.— Quite  well. 

JSmMtri*.^— This  case  was  conridered  to  be,  on  the  first  day,  acute 
1  of  an  intesUnal  convolution.  On  the  second  day  I  was 
i  in  that  view  by  the  remission  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
febrile  symptoms.  I  therefore  thought  it  was  sufficient  to  prescribe 
MIX  vomiea  on  account  of  the  constipaUon,  and  of  the  pains  expe- 
rienced in  the  left  iliac  region ;  but  the  inflaoimatory  symptoms  had 
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evidently  only  been  kept  in  abeyance  by  the  Aconite  g^ven  on  the 
first  day,  for  they  rose  to  a  formidable  hdght  by  the  next  day.  This  is 
another  instance  of  the  remarkable  action  of  low  dilutions  of  Aconite, 
which  {uroduce  a  powerful  antiphlo^tie  effect  without  effusion  of  blood. 

The  excruciating  pains  experienced  by  the  patient  which  rendered 
pressure  on  the  abdomen  intolerable ;  the  tumefaction  and  tension  of 
this  region ;  the  inability  to  cough  or  sneeze,  or  take  a  deep  inspira- 
tion without  rendering  the  pain  unbearable,  seem  characteristic  of 
peritonitis. 

The  action  of  Aconite  was  continued  until  the  violence  of  the 
symptoms  had  abated  to  a  considerable  extent ;  Mercurius  was  then 
given,  the  state  of  the  patient  being  narrowly  watched,  in  order  to 
return  to  Aconite  if  it  should  seem  necessary  to  do  so. 

This  patient  and  the  subject  of  the  next  case,  are  both  illustrations 
of  the  fact,  that  excepting  when  the  patient's  constitution  is  previously 
exhausted,  or  broken  down,  by  iU  health  or  other  causes,  the  age  is 
no  bar  against  the  successful  issue  of  the  treatment ;  it  merely  retards 
the  recovery,  or  exercises  no  perceptible  influence  whatever.  This 
fact  I  have  stated  elsewhere,  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of  pneti- 
monia,  by  Dr.  Tessier,  of  Paris. 

Case  II. 

The  lady  of  Col.  D — ,  aged  above  60,  sent  for  me  in  the  evening 
of  the  8th  of  October.  She  had  been  out  the  previous  evening,  the 
weather  being  wet  and  cold ;  she  felt  cold  when  she  reached  home ; 
she  partook  plentifully  of  oysters,  &c.  During  the  night  she  felt 
veiy  poorly,  and  had  rigors.  In  the  morning  she  vomited ;  afterwards 
she  took  a  powder  containing  ginger ;  her  bowels  were  freely  evacu- 
ated. In  the  course  of  the  day  she  became  much  worse.  In  the 
evening  she  complained  of  nausea ;  pains  in  the  stomach  and  bowels ; 
she  felt  chilled  and  hot ;  the  pulse  was  accelerated. 

Fr.  Nux  vom,  2,  gtt.  vj,  Aq.  5  yj. 

9th. — Tongue  dry  and  red  ;  much  tenderness  in  the  abdomen, 
chiefly  in  the  hepatic  region ;  severe  pains  extending  from  the  scro- 
biculus  cordis  to  the  hepatic  region ;  skin  hot ;  perspiration ;  pulse 
108.  Pr,  Aconit.  napel.  2,  gtt.  vj,  Aq.  5  vj. 

10th. — ^Pains  increased,  unremitting;  she  had  passed  a  wretched 
night ;  had  violent  clawing  and  cutting  pains  m  the  abdomen,  which 
was  swollen  and  tense  ;  there  was  also  excessive  tenderness  of  the 
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wbdie  of  Uie  abdomen;  tongue  red  and  dry;  nmcfa  thinst;  pulse  108. 
/v.  Ac<mit.  n.  1,  git.  viij,  Aq.  S  vj,  one  dessert  spoonful 

every  two  hours. 

10  p.  UL — ^Abdomen  excessivdy  painful ;  she  could  neither  move 
nor  cough  without  excruciating  pain ;  she  could  not  bear  the  weight 
of  the  bed-clothes,  nor  the  slightest  pressure  with  the  hand ;  the 
pulse  nevertheless  had  fallen  to  100. 

Pr.  Cent.  Aconit. 

11th. — There  were  intense  paroxysms  of  cutting  pains,  from  9 
a.  m.  to  11;  also  excessive  abdominal  tenderness ;  her  general  state 
seemed  improved ;  there  had  been  a  short  sleep  in  the  night ;  pulse 
88.  Pr,  Aconit.  n.  1,  gtt.  x,  Aq.  5  yj. 

One  dessert  spoonful  every  two  hours. 

10  p.  m. — Pulse  92,  soft;  tongue  less  dry;  abdomen  exceedingly 
hard  and  tense,  less  tender  on  the  left  side,  where  considerable  pres- 
sure could  be  borne ;  she  had  been  able  to  move  slightly,  so  as  to 
lean  upon  her  right  side,  but  even  this  little  movement  caused  much 
pain.  Pr,  Cont.  the  same. 

12th. — Considerably  easier;  abdomen  less  hard,  but  much  swollen ; 
much  tenderness  in  the  hepatic  region  and  below;  but  in  the  umbilical 
region  and  on  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen  she  could  bear  a  certain 
amoimt  of  pressure ;  frequent  sharp  pinching  pains  in  the  bowels. 
Pr.  Tinct.  Bellad.  1,  gtt.  iv,  Aq.  i  iv,  M,  take  one  dessert 

spoonful  every  three  hours. 

18th. — ^Abdomen  still  very  large,  she  could  bear  pressure  every 
where  excepting  in  the  right  flank  and  the  hepatic  region ;  she  could 
turn  in  bed  without  much  difficulty ;  she  had  slept  well ;  pulse  86. 

Pr.  Cont.  the  Bell. 

14th. — Much  tenderness  in  the  hepatic  region,  but  no  where  else ; 
the  bowels  had  not  yet  been  moved ;  some  days  previously  she  had 
taken  manna,  without  effect ;  she  was  now  advised  to  take  ol.  ricini, 

Pr.  Merc.  corr.  subl.  1,  gtt.  iv,  Aq.  J  iv,  one  dessert  spoonful 

every  three  hours. 

15th, — The  bowels  were  moved  by  means  of  the  oil ;  the  tender- 
ness in  the  right  hypochondrium  had  abated. 

Pr.  Merc.  corr.  subl.  2,  gtt.  iv,  Aq.  5  iv. 

16th. — Abdomen  soft  though  full;  rumbling  in  the  bowels;  no 
tenderness  in  the  hepatic  region  ;  pulse  76  ;  sleep  good  ;  a  little  ap- 
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petite;  she  was  advised  to  take  arrow-root  and  beef-tea;  hitherto 
tAke  had  had  no  appetite  whatever ;  was  up  some  time  in  the  morning. 

Pr.  Repeat  the  same. 

17th. — ^Well,  excepting  a  cough.  From  this  time  she  got  up 
every  day ;  she  had  a  cough  which  retained  her  in  her  room  a  few 
days  longer:  she  afterwards  recovered  very  rapidly  her  former 
strength. 

Remarks, — This  was  on  the  whole  a  more  severe  case  than  the 
former ;  this  patient  was  also  longer  in  bed.  She  recovered  more 
slowly,  but  this  was  due  to  a  cough,  which  became  troublesome  about 
the  time  that  she  was  convalescent  from  the  abdominal  disease. 

On  the  first  day  I  looked  upon  this  case  as  simply  gastro-enterids, 
with  rheumatic  pains  in  the  abdominal  parietes,  aggravated  by  the 
irritating  powders  which  had  been  taken,  and  by  the  indigestion  re- 
sulting from  a  heavy  supper.  The  ntuc  vomica  was  given  on  account 
of  the  spasmodic  pains  in  the  stomach  and  bowels.  On  the  seccmd 
day  the  nature  of  the  case  could  not  be  mistaken.  By  the  third  day 
the  peritonaeal  inflammation  was  at  its  full  height ;  after  the  Aconite 
had  been  given  during  thirty-six  hours,  the  general  symptoms  began 
to  subside  ;  it  was  however  continued  until  the  local  symptoms  had 
also  improved ;  Belladonna  was  next  given,  on  account  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  spasmodic  pains,  which  fully  indicated  it  It  was, 
finally,  followed  by  Mercurius,  by  means  of  which  the  tenderness  on 
the  right  side  of  the  abdomen  was  removed. 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  this  case  the  infiammation  followed  a  re- 
trograde course  corresponding  with  its  advance.  The  hepatic  region, 
the  first  seat  of  its  outbreak,  was  likewise  the  place  in  which  it 
lingered  most.  This  circumstance  gave  rise  to  serious  apprehenskms 
that  some  mischief  was  going  on  in  this  part,  and  that  possibty  a  sup- 
purative process  might  take  place,  if  the  exudations  of  serum  and 
fibrinous,  or  other  products,  were  not  speedily  absorbed.  This  part 
of  the  treatment  was  to  me  the  source  of  much  anxiety.  Merourius 
answered  every  expectation  entertained  of  it,  and  terminated  the  cure 
of  the  abdominal  afiection. 

The  treatment  of  peritonitis  should  not  be  looked  upon  as  the 
treatment  of  an  individual  or  isolated  disease.  The  similarity  in 
structure  which  is  so  striking  in  the  serous  membranes,  and  the  dose 
resemblance  of  the  pathological  changes  which  take  place  in  them 
point  out  to  the  probability  that  the  same  ti  jatment,  slightly  modified. 
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msf  be  appiopriate  to  the  inflammations  of  any  or  aft  of  them :  this 
11  to  m  certain  extent  confirmed  in  practice.  Aconite,  bo  useful  in 
pericarditis,  pleuritis,  &c.,  and  in  the  inflammations  of  the  synovial 
menihraneB,  is  certainly  the  medicine  which  in  its  symptomatology  and  at 
the  dck-bed,  answers  hest  to  the  inflammatory  stage  of  peritonitis. 
I  coiiaider  it  superior  to  Belladonna,  which  is  recommended  hy  some 
homoeopathists,  and  which  formerly  I  used  to  employ.  I  helieve,  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  inflammations  of  the  peritonseum,  that  Bell,  can 
adfy  hold  a  secondary  position  during  the  eariy  period  of  the  disease. 
It  may  be  of  use  to  remove  or  quiet  excessive  contracting  or  cutting 
pains  in  the  bowels,  but  the  morbid  state  of  the  serous  membrane 
itself  will  be  best  met  by  Aconite. 

When  the  inflammatory  symptoms  have  considerably  abated,  the 
patient  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  out  of  danger ;  the  disease  may  con- 
fcinue  in  a  chronic  form,  and  so  long  as  there  are  products  of  inflam- 
oiation  unabsorbed,  a  suppurative  process  may  set  in,  and  the  case 
semdnate  fittaUy.  I  look  upon  mercury  as  the  best  medicine  to  pro- 
luce  the  desired  efiect  in  this  stage. 

In  abdominal  affections  generally  mercury  is  a  very  useful  remedy ; 
in  snb-acute  inflammatory  disease  of  the  intestines,  even  in  the  second 
md  third  weeks  of  typhoid  fever,  when  Arsenic  is  not  indicated, 
MercaTy  is  productive  of  much  benefit.  I  think  it  will  be  found  to 
be  not  less  serviceable  in  peritonitis,  when  the  period  of  active  in- 
flammaticm  is  past. 

Cases  hy  Dr,  Drysdaie, 

Case  I. — Acute  Htdbocephalus. 

Tn  patient  was  a  boy  of  four  years  of  age,  with  a  large  head,  of  quick 
intellect  and  excitable  temperament.  About  five  months  before,  an 
eruption  of  the  scalp,  which  had  affected  him  and  other  members  of 
the  fiumfly,  was  removed  (under  allopathic  treatment)  by  a  succession 
of  Uistexa.  But  since  that  time  he  had  firequently  suffered  from 
headache,  and  starting,  restlessness  and  grinding  of  the  teeth  at  night. 
On  the  night  of  the  10th  February,  1848,  he  was  feverish  and 
retUen,  and  had  a  distinct  shivering  fit.  When  seen  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 1th  he  had  great  febrile  oppression ;  excessive  heat  of  the 
ikin,  alternating  with  chilliness  and  paleness  of  the  face ;  the  pulse 
mgkij  hard  and  throbbing ;  much  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head ;  and 
I  painful  short  cough. 

Aconite  3,  every  two  hoiu*8. 
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In  the  evening  of  the  1 1th. — ^The  pulse  was  not  quite  so  hard, 
otherwise  the  symptoms  were  the  same. 

Belladonna  6,  every  three  hours. 
12th. — He  had  a  bad  night,  and  the  heat,  restlessness,  headache, 
&c.  continue  as  before  ;   the  eyes  are  half  open  when  he  sleeps  ;   he 
wakes  often  with  a  scream  and  is  unconscious  for  a  time ;   tongue 
white,  with  an  abraded  patch ;  bowels  costive. 

Phosph.  4,  every  three  hours. 

12th,  evening. — ^The  same  symptoms  continue,  and  he  has  besides 
vomited  several  times ;  he  rambles  in  sleep,  and  is  not  conscious  for 
some  time  when  awoke  ;  the  head  is  excessively  hoty  and  much  pain 
at  the  back  of  it ;  he  knits  his  brows  and  is  very  sensitive  to  light 
and  soimd,  and  is  reported  to  have  squinted  several  times ;  the  pupils 
contract  pretty  well ;  the  pulse  is  quick  and  jarring ;  the  bowels  cos- 
tive, and  only  some  hard  lumps  evacuated  by  an  injection. 

Belladonna  4,  every  two  hours,  preceded  by  one  single  dose 

of  Arnica  3. 
Spirit  lotion  to  be  applied  to  the  head,  and  to  have  another  enema. 
13th. — Last  night  he  was  much  the  same  and  seemed  to  be  low 
and  sinking,  but  was  revived  after  the  dose  of  Arnica ;  the  pulse  h 
now  160 ;  there  is  much  thirst ;  tongue  the  same ;  headache  rather 
less.  The  other  symptoms  much  the  same,  and  he  has  also  a  harsh 
croupy  cough.  In  the  middle  of  the  day  he  had  again  a  chilly  sink- 
ing fit,  with  irregular  pulse  for  about  an  hour. 

Arnica  2,  and  Helleborus  2,  every  two  hours ; 
two  doses  of  the  Arnica  for  one  of  the  Helleborus. 

Idth,  evening. — Decidedly  better;  pulse  120;  no  thirst;  less 
pain  in  the  head ;  little  starting  and  screaming ;  still  sensitive  to 
light ;  conscious,  but  speaks  and  notices  little  ;  and  is  unwilling  to 
take  anything,  either  food  or  drink,  into  his  mouth. 

Continue  Am.  and  Helleb. 

14th. — ^Has  had  a  tolerable  night,  and  slept  nearly  four  hours  at 
once  ;  he  is  on  the  whole  more  sensible  and  shows  some  playfulness ; 
no  desire  for  food  ;  no  stool ;  pulse  130. 

Continue  Helleb.  and  Am.,  alternately  every  three  hours. 

In  the  middle  of  the  day  he  had  a  violent  paroxysm  of  pain  in  the 
head  and  increase  of  fever,  with  crying  and  tossing  about.  One 
dose  of  Aconite  3,  was  interposed  and  the  other  medicine  continued. 
In  the  evening  he  was  better  again,  but  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
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oug^  with  fluahing  of  the  &ce.    A  febrile  attack  seems  to  ocmie 
ivery  twelve  hours. 

Biyonia  3,  Helleb.  2,  alternately  erery  two  hours. 
Lnd  a  dose  of  Aconite  was  left  to  be  given  if  the  febrile  exacerbation 

returned. 
16ih. — ^He  is  much  better  to-day  and  is  more  animated  and  desires 
3od.     8till  furred  tongue  ;   head  very  heavy  and  eyes  sensitive  to 
i^t ;  and  bowels  costive. 

Continue  Bryonia  and  Helleb. 
Next  day  much  the  same,  except  that  the  cough  was  more  trou- 
lesome  and  he  had  two  fits  of  screaming,  with  pain  in  the  head. 

Continue. 
On  the  17th. — Again  much  heat  and  heaviness  in  the  head,  and 
ppresnon ;  grinding  of  the  teeth  and  squinting ;  and  the  child  takes 
Itle  notice,  and  is  more  feverish. 

Aeon,  and  BeU.  alternately  every  two  hours. 
ISth. — ^Better  again,  and  all  symptoms  improved*      Cont.  med. 
19th. — Much  better;    tongue  cleaning;    pulse  100;    child  looks 
▼ely.     The  cough  is  loose  but  troublesome. 

Two  doses  of  Pulsatilla,  followed  by  Belladonna  again. 
During  the  next  few  days  he  improved  steadily,  and  in  a  fortnight, 
nder  a  few  doses  of  Hepar  followed  by  SiUca,  was  perfectly  restored 
oliealth. 

Case  II. — Acitte  Pekitonitis. 

M.  N.,  aged  8.  A  boy  of  florid  complexion  and  sanguine  tem- 
lerament;  had  a  fall  on  the  14th  of  September  without  apparently 
^if^wiing  any  injury,  for  he  made  no  complaint  on  that  day.  Next 
ay,  however,  he  was  attacked  with  bilious  vomiting,  which  recurred 
[ming  the  day,  but  he  was  tolerably  well  during  that  night.  On  the 
6th  he  was  seized  with  violent  shooting  pains  across  the  abdomen, 
DC.,  in  consequence  of  which  the  nearest  medical  man  was  called  in, 
nd  pronounced  the  disease  to  be  inflammation  of  the  bowels ;  leeches, 
mgativea,  and  calomel  and  opium  were  ordered.  On  the  17th  the  boy, 
rlio  was  at  a  considerable  distance  firom  Liverpool,  was  brought  home 
nd  placed  imder  homcsopathic  treatment.  I  found  him  in  the  after- 
oon  of  that  day  in  the  following  condition  :  violent  shooting  pains 
erosa  the  abdomen ;  excessive  tenderness  of  the  abdomen ;  pulse 
20,  but  not  hard  ;  great  thirst ;  he  lies  on  the  back,  and  any  attempt 
)  move  the  body  or  limbs  causes  intense  pain  in  the  abdomen ; 


320  Clinical  Record. 

ton^e  whitish,  furred  and  moist^  not  pointed ;  breaihing  n^erficial ; 
he  cannot  pass  urine,  except  after  an  injection  per  amm. 

Aconite  3,  and  Mercurius  3,  were  ordered  alternately 

every  two  hours. 

18th. — Has  had  a  tolerable  night  and  slept  a  good  deal;  two 
bilious  stools  and  passed  water  spontaneously ;  puke  1 12 ;  abdomen 
still  so  tender  that  he  cannot  bear  any  one  to  walk  roughly  across  the 
room ;  he  lies  on  the  back  with  the  legs  sometiiiies  stretched  out,  and 
at  others  drawn  up ;  very  fretful  and  peevish ;  less  thirst. 

Aconite  3,  and  Bryonia  3,  alternately  every  two  hours. 

19th. — He  is  reported  to  have  had  much  increase  of  the  shootiDg 
pain  and  tenderness  in  the  abdomen  for  about  an  hour  after  the  first 
dose  of  the  Bryonia,  they  then  subsided  and  he  had  desire  to  staM^ ; 
an  injection  then  given  brought  away  a  scanty  fetid  bilious  iiiotkm» 
after  which  he  was  much  relieved  and  slept  a  good  deaL  The  pnlae 
is  now  106,  soil ;  tenderness  in  abdomen  much  less  and  he  can  bear 
pretty  firm  pressure  everywhere,  except  on  a  small  spot  at  the  right 
side.     Altogether  he  is  much  better. 

Continue  the  medicines  alternately  every  three  hours. 

On  the  19th  and  20th. — He  continued  to  improve;  pulse  went 
down  to  104,  and  urine  deposited  red  sediment. 

Got  Bryonia  alone  every  four  hours. 

22nd. — Last  night  had  some  return  of  the  violent  pun  and  fever; 
he  lies  on  the  back  with  the  legs  drawn  up^  and  excessive  tenderness 
in  the  right  hypochondriac  and  coecal  regions ;  two  scanty  bilious 
stools;  no  tympanites;  tongue  furred;  pulse  118. 

Belladonna  3,  and  Bryonia  3,  alternately  every  two  hours. 

23rd. — Greatly  better  again  and  can  bear  pressure,  except  in  a 
small  spot  below  the  navel ;  tongue  cleaner  and  some  appetite ;  bowek 
moved  more  copiously ;  pulse  92. 

Continue  Belladonna  3,  alone,  every  three  hours. 

24th. — ^Pulse  88,  and  pain  gone ;  no  tenderness  in  abdomen,  ex* 
cept  to  strong  pressure  or  sudden  movements. 

From  this  time  he  improved  steadily  under  Nux  vomica.  Arnica 
and  China,  till  on  the  1st  October  he  was  able  to  be  out  in  the 
open  air.  But  on  the  7th  October  he  had  been  complaining  fe 
three  days  of  pain  in  ccecal  region,  and  feeling  that  the  leg  was  loo 
short;  he  is  also  irritable  and  the  hands  hot;  pulse  100.  Injection 
brought  away  some  hardened  and' scybalous  fieces.  As  I  considered 
that  most  likely  irritation  was  kept  up  by  hardened  scybaUe  lodged  in 
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die  bead  of  the  colon,  owing  to  the  intestine  not  having  recovered  its 
Donnal  tone,  I  ordered  a  purgative  dose  of  Castor  Oil.  This  brought 
awi^  a  quantity  of  scybalous  feces,  and  all  the  symptoms  subsided. 
nnctare  of  Sulphur  was  given  for  a  few  days;  under  this  the  bowels 
became  quite  regular  and  the  little  patient  soon  regained  his  wonted 
heaMi  and  strength. 

Cask  III.^--Oastboi>tkia. 

14th  August — A  female,  aged  33,  had  been  for  some  considerable 
time  affected  with  the  following  symptoms: 

She  has  irregularly  every  two  or  three  days  attacks  of  violent  pain 
in  the  epigastrium  as  if  the  stomach  was  torn  out,  and  the  food  seems 
ko  Be  like  a  load  undigested,  and  she  has  retching.  She  then  takes 
n  emetic  which  g^ves  temporary  relief.  These  attacks  are  preceded 
^  hvnger.  In  the  intervals  she  has  frequent  pain  in  the  left  side  of 
lie  abdomen  ;  the  bowels  costive ;  after  meals  she  has  acid  risings  of 
bod.         Argentum  6,  in  water,  a  dose  night  and  morning. 

On  the  2nd  September. — She  reported  she  had  had  no  attack,  and 
felt  otherwise  well.  Cont.  med. 

On  the  16th  and  80th  of  the  same  month  she  made  the  same 
report,  and  was  dismissed  cured. 


Ca9eB  by  Dr.  Rutherfurd  Russell,* 

Case  I — Pkolapsus  Utebi. 

Oct.  18thy  1848. — Mrs. — ,  set.  51,  naturally  of  a  good  constitution ; 
had  a  large  &mily ;  been  in  India ;  prolapsus  uteri  after  last  child, 
ten  years  ago ;  has  long  had  leucorrhcBa.  About  two  months  ago 
caught  cold  when  bathing ;  then  attacked  with  pains  in  loins,  shoot- 
ing down  to  the  uterus,  and  with  spasmodic  difficulty  of  urinating ; 
the  water  very  thick  and  high  coloured  at  that  time,  but  less  so  now ; 
oiine  very  irritating, there  b  a  great  deal  of  leucorrhoea,  white,  not  acrid ; 

*  Nothing  bat  a  strong  sense  of  the  importance,  almost  the  necessity  to 
HoBMBOpaihy ,  in  its  present  stage  of  development  in  this  country,  of  a  quantity 
of  aathantio  and  perfectly  misceUaneons  cases,  described  with  snch  an  amonnt 
ofsciftific  precisiaQ  as  to  secore  them  being  recognised  by  all  ezperienoed 
modieal  pimctitioiiers,  could  have  overcome  my  repugnance  to  publish  the  fol- 
bwing;  and  1  tnist,  that  there  may  soon  be  such  an  ample  supply  firom  other 
Ishoiiiers  in  the  same  field  as  to  prevent  the  smallest  risk  of  oar  ultra  Hahne* 
nwuialan  brethren  being  shocked  by  too  fluent  a  repetition  of  the  dose. 
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headache  in  the  morning ;  sleep  good ;  languid  circulation; 
and  quick;  appetite  and  digestion  good;  the  urine  tends  to  come 
away  involuntarily ;  her  great  complaint  ia  debility.  Although  I  had 
no  doubt  that  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  this  case  was  the  uteruSy  I 
did  not  think  it  neoessary  to  insist  upon  any  kind  of  examination,  so 
that  it  may  be  a  question,  perhaps,  with  some  of  our  more  scientific 
colleagues,  if  this  lady  ought  to  have  been  cured.  She  was  ordered 
a  hip-bath  and  Sulph.  *%,  Nux-v.  •%,  Nux-v.  "/4,  each  powder  in 
four  spoonfuls  of  water ;  a  spoonful  every  ni^t  and  morning ;  two 
days  without  medicine  after  eac^  powder. 

Not.  1st — Much  better  every  way;  leucorrhoea  improved; 
gave  up  the  hip-bath  as  not  agreeing.     Cont  mod. 

Nov.  15th. — Much  better;  less  leucorrhoea;  'Cannot  retain  urine 
so  long  as  she  should ;  complains  much  of  cokU 

Pulsat.  74,  Sulph.  ^/4,  Nux-v.  y^;  to  be  used  like  the  last. 

Dec.  7th. — Has  been  much  better  since  giving  up  medicines; 
urine  still  comes  away  too  rapidly,  but  she  is  on  the  whole  modi 
better.  Bellad.  %  Bellad.  ^%,  Bellad.  %. 

Dec.  27th. — Urine  quite  right;  no  leucorrhcea;  prokgtnti  very 
much  better.   '  Cont.  med. 

January  12th,  1849. — Much  better;  still  slight  leucorrhoea. 
Laches.  ^/4,  Laches.  ^%  Laches.  ^%;  to  be  used  like  the  last. 

Feb.  1st. — Not  quite  so  well;  more  wakeful;  subject  to  sudden 
flushes  of  heat. 
Ignat.  %,  Calc.  %  Ignat.  y^,  Calc-c.  ^y^;  to  be  used  like  the  last 

March  2nd. — ^Pain  in  side  quite  gone ;  no  leucorrhoea ;  urine  na- 
tural ;  prolapsus  less.     Sepia. 

April  2nd. — No  leucorrhoea ;  urine  natural ;  in  fact,  well.  I  have 
copied  this  case  verbatim  from  my  notes,  and  thus  secured  accuracy 
and  defied  grammar. 

Case  II — CoNOESTio  Cebebbi. 

March  20tii,  1849.— Mr.— ,  at  30  (?)  has  for  long  had  a  veiy 
delicate  stomach,  and  subject  to  bilious  vomiting.  In  February  184S| 
had  giddiness  and  vomiting.  Last  December  for  diarrhoea  he  took 
a  large  dose  of  Laudanum;  had  an  attack  of  giddiness;  took 
Gregory's  mixture,  which  purged  for  two  days ;  then  took  Laudanum 
and  got  seriously  ill  of  giddiness ;  all  this  treatment  was  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  not  least  distinguished  members  of  the  faculty.     Ever 
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■noe  that  time  he  has  been  veiy  giddy ;  frequently  fallen ;  he  has 
taken  ^nc  and  Silver,  and  thinks  himself  getting  worse;  tongue 
eoated  and  slimy ;  appetite  good ;  bowels  regular ;  no  pain  in  bowels 
or  ttomach ;  urine  lateritious ;  giddiness,  chiefly  in  the  morning,  and 
tndden ;  no  numbness ;  could  not  sleep  for  a  week,  and  when  he  did 
hk  hands  were  asleep  when  he  awoke ;  constant  ringing  in  left  ear, 
and  sudden  blindness ;  Uncomfortable  sensation  on  shaking  the  head, 
as  if  something  were  in  it. 
Nuz-Y.  2d.  diL  gtt.  ii ;  a  powder  to  be  dissolved  in  a  wine-glassful 

of  water,  and  taken  at  bed-time. 

March  22nd. — Been  quite  well  since ;  great  somnolence  after 
dinner,  and  generally  in  the  evening.     Cont.  Nux-v. 

March  26th. — Had  an  attack  of  giddiness  yesterday;  tongue  coated 
with  white  clammy  fur ;  much  flatulence  in  the  morning. 

Coccul.  % ;  two  powders,  each  in  six  spoonfuls  of  water,  a 

spoonful  three  times  a-day. 

March  30th. — No  sickness,  but  very  giddy. 

BeUad.  %,  Carbo-veg. "/,,  BeUad.  »4,  Carbo-veg.  ^% 

April  2nd. — I  wais  sent  for  the  day  after  he  began  the  above  course, 
and  found  him  very  sick  and  giddy,  and  ordered  the  first  dilution  of 
Nux-v.,  a  drop  in  a  tablespoonful  of  water  every  three  hours. 

April  6th. — Much  better.     Continue  the  Nux-v. 

April  8th. — ^No  giddiness  or  sickness ;  getting  stronger  and  well. 
Cont. 

April  10th. — Has  had  one  pretty  severe  attack  of  sickness  and 
giddineas;  a  restless  night;  dreamt  much;  cutting  pain  in  stomach. 

Laches,  y^ ;  three  powders. 

April  22nd. — No  regular  attack  of  giddiness  or  sickness ;  feels 
narroua ;  sleeps  well ;  no  pain  in  stomach. 

April  30th.-^Quite  well,  and  I  believe  continued  so.  I  attri- 
bute the  cure  of  this  case  almost  entirely  to  Nux -vomica  of  a  low 
dilution,  given  every  three  hours  for  some  days ;  and  yet  this  disease 
had  lasted  a  year  and  was  undoubtedly  chronic.  The  diagnosis  was 
aomewhat  embarrassing,  but  I  apprehend  the  primary  evil  was  in  the 
head.  He  was  large-headed,  short  of  stature,  and  had  applied  him- 
self much  to  business,  and  tlie  immediately  exciting  cause  was  an 
over-dose  of  Laudanum.  If  this  diagnosis  be  true,  the  chances  are 
that  unless  he  had  been  properly  treated  at  that  time  he  would  long 
■go  have  been  dead  of  apoplexy. 

y2 
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Case  III — GASTBo-xnTEBins  Cbboviol, 

March  28th,  1850. — Mr. — ,  st.  34,  for  eight  years  has  been  sub- 
ject  to  stomach  complaint  and  derangement  of  bowels;  tongue 
indented  at  edges ;  appetite  pretty  good ;  slight  nausea ;  squeamish- 
ness ;  spasmodic  paiif^ii^  stomach  before  eating,  and  much  indigestion 
and  acidity  after  eating ;  painless  diarrhoea,  or  at  least  irritatioii  of 
bowels  after  eating ;  no  pain  but  much  flatulence,  and  general  raw- 
ness of  the  bowels;  taking  wine  always  increases  the  irritation; 
urine  thick,  with  a  lateritious  sediment;  occasional  giddiness  and 
want  of  memory,  attended  with  excessive  nervousness  and  palpitation 
of  the  heart ;  inclination  to  diarrhcea,  chiefly  at  night ;  clammy  taste 
in  mouth. 

Chma  %,  Kal-carb.  %,  Pulsat. »%. 

March  1 3th. — ^Was  much  better  whilst  taking  tbe  China  for  some 
days,  but  was  worse  after  a  late  breakfast ;  had  diarrhoea  and  slight 
dysentery,  with  very  light  coloured  stools.  He  took  Nux-y.  and 
Arsen.  at  his  own  hand. 

Chamom.  '^ ;  three  powders  each  in  four  spoonfuls  of  water,  a 

spoonful  night  and  morning. 

April  4th. — On  the  whole  much  better ;  not  so  much  acidity ; 
bowels  stiU  inclined  to  be  loose ;  stoob  partly  consistent ;  no  pain 
after  eating ;  less  pain  before  eating. 

Mercurius  sol.  and  Laches. 
June  6th. — Stomach  much  better ;  straining,  with  very  little  eflfect 
once  a-day ;  no  headache ;  clammy  taste  in  mouth,  in  the  morning ; 
stools  loose  and  dark;  urine  too  light  in  colour  and  profuse ;  taken 
Merc.  sol.  with  advantage. 

Nux-v.  "/i,  Arsen.  ^% 
August  4th. — Daily  motion,  too  light  and  thin ;  all  sweet  things 
and  vegetables  produce  slight  nausea ;  no  vomiting ;  frequent  heart- 
bum,  attended  with  flatulence;  tongue  coated  with  a  white  fur; 
urine  muddy  and  light  in  colour,  and  sometimes  very  copious. 
Capsicum,  1st  dil.  gtt  i.,  Zincum  met.  ^74,  Zincum  met.  '/i, 
Spongia.  ^%  Spongia  % ;  to  be  used  like  the  last 
August  16th. — Bowels  better ;  acidity  and  heart-bum ;  vegetables 
taken  without  injury. 

Con.  %,  Zinc.  %. 
Sept.  26th. — ^Bowels  still  rather  loose ;  spasmodic  pain  in  stomach ; 
three  or  four  hours  after  eating;   slight  acid  taste  in  mouth;  slight 
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wtter-bnsh ;  no  heart-bum;  feeling  as  if  the  head  were  bound; 
alight  yertigo ;  sleep  heavy;  irritation  in  urethra;  sense  of  fatigue 
mlegs.  ^ 

Ferrum  acet  %,  Ferrum  acet.  %,  Coccul.  '/i,  Coccul.  %. 
Oct.  5th. — ^Acute  pain  in  stomach,  gone  sltlce  taking  Coccul. ; 
great  general  irritation;  stools  of  nearly  propeif'cbnsistence ;  giddiness 
and  oppression  of  head;  much  irritation  in^  urethra;  excessive  ner- 
vousness. 

Laches.  ^4 ;  to  be  used  like  the  last. 

Oct  16th. — Fulness  at  occipital  rbgion  of  head;  a  pile  the  size  of 
an  almond,  not  protruding;  urine  with  sediment  and  mucus;  great 
irritation  of  urethra. 

Lycopod.  *y4,  Lycopod.  *%,  Lycopod.  % ;  two  powders,  each  in 
four  spoonfuls  of  water ;  a  spoonful  night  and  morning. 

Oct  26th. — ^N#VOus  irritation  in  urethra;  sharp  pain  in  loins 
before  passing  urine. 

Aurum  *%,  Aurum  ^/i,  Aurum  */« ;  to  be  used  like  the  last,  and 

to  use  a  sitzbath. 

Nov.  1 1th. — Sleeping  well ;  better  every  way ;  sharp  pain  in  loins 
quite  gone;  the  Aurum  caused  an  aggravation  of  it  at  first  after 
each  dose. 

Dec.  2nd. — ^Irritation  in  urethra  is  the  only  remaining  symptom. 
Uva  ursi.  '/,;  three  powders,  to  be  used  Hke  the  last 

Dec.  30th. — Is  now  quite  well.  The  most  interesting  feature  in 
tins  case  vras  first  its  duration;  he  had  suffered  fix>m  it  for  eight 
years  almost  incessantly.  He  had  been  under  some  excellent  homceo- 
pathic  physicians,  and  the  cure  seemed  to  require  a  greater  variety 
of  remedies  than  is  usual  in  such  cases.  Considering  his  long  pre- 
vkms  .illness,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  speedy  recovery.  The  appearance 
of  pfles  at  the  termination  of  the  disease  I  have  noticed  in  another 
somewhat  similar  case,  and  am  disposed  to  regard  it  as  a  favourable 
v^mptom. 

Case  IV — Catabbh  of  ths  Bladdeb. 

Oct  15th,  1850. — R.  H — ,  set.  40.  When  this  man  presented 
himself  at  the  dispensary  he  was  thin  and  exhausted,  and  had  not 
been  able  to  work  for  a  long  time.  He  seemed  far  gone  in  some 
deadly  complaint;  but  he  was  respectable  in  his  appearance,  and 
sober  and  intelligent  in  his  address.  He  said  he  had  been  ill  for 
nine  years  of  some  urinary  affection — that  when  he  tried  to  make  his 
water  the  stream  stopped,  and  the  effort  was  attended  with  much 
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pain ;  that  the  urine  was  very  pale  in  colour,  and  mixed  with  mucug. 
He  says  that  the  surgeon  who  attended  him  tried  in  vain  to  pass  a 
catheter,  and  told  him  he  had  a  tumour  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder ; 
there  is  severe  pain  at  hypogastric  region,  worse  on  pressure,  and  on 
retention  of  urine  for  any  length  of  time ;  great  weakness  of  loins  and 
pains  going  down  limbs;  tongue  coated  with  a  yellowish  white  fur; 
little  appetite ;  great  thirst ;  bowels  occasionally  bound ;  pulse  104, 
feeble ;  urine  full  of  pus  globules  when  examined  under  the  microscope. 
Sulph. "%;  three  powders,  each  in  four  spoonfub  of  water,  a 

spoonful  night  and  morning. 

22nd. — ^Much  less  of  the  mucopurulent  deposit  in  the  urine,  at  the 
same  time  the  strangury  is  greater. 

Canthar.  y^\  to  be  used  like  the  last. 
25th.— Better. 

Sulph.  *% ;  to  be  used  like  the  last. 

25th. — Better ;  makes  water  more  easily ;  swelHng  at  epigastrium. 

Pulsat.  %;  to  be  used  like  the  last. 

Nov.  6th. — Bowels  more  costive ;  pulse  76  ;  appetite  better. 
Nux-v.  *y4 ;  to  be  used  like  the  last. 

November  12th — The  improvement  is  very  great  since  he  began 
treatment. 

Uva  ursi.  '/« ;  to  be  used  like  the  last. 

Dec.  10th. — Pulse  72.  He  looks  fat  and  well ;  has  a  good  appe- 
tite, and  says  he  has  not  been  so  well  for  nine  years.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  trifling  local  symptoms  he  has  recovered  his  health,  and 
will  be  able  to  work  again.  This  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  cases 
that  ever  came  under  my  observation.  When  the  man  first  came  to  the 
dispensaiy,  we  made  the  remark — *'  What  a  pity  we  have  no  hospital 
for  this  poor  fellow ;"  for  it  seemed  out  of  the  question  from  his  ex- 
hausted and  apparently  dying  state  that  he  could  come  to  us  often 
enough,  and  in  two  months  he  was  almost  well.  Like  most  diq>en- 
sary  cases  we  lost  sight  of  him  too  soon,  and  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  urine  after  his  other  symptoms  had  so  improved. 
We  look  upon  it  as  a  case  of  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  as- 
suming an  almost  malignant  character  from  the  general  weakness  of 
the  constitution,  which  vitiated  the  urinary  secretion  and  made  it 
more  acrid,  and  so  the  two  chief  seats  of  disease,  the  bladder  and 
kidneys,  constantly  reacted  on  one  another.  The  Sulphur  seemed  to 
act  directly  on  the  bladder  and  improved  its  tone,  thereby  increasing 
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ill  JmMnflirtft  aenaJtivBneat,  however.  The  restoration  I  consider  due 
dnedj  Id  Ihe  Sulphur  and  the  Nuz-vom.,  although  the  Cantharides 
and  other  remedies  may  have  assisted.  I  had  another  case  in  private 
pnckice  not  ui^ike  this,  only  not  so  far  advanced ;  and  it  was  imme- 
diatelj  cured  hy  a  high  dilution  of  Sulphur,  and  a  low  one  of  Nux 
Toinica.  ,,fi. 

A- 
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Pleurisy t  followed  by  Suppuration  0/ Mamma  and  Phlegmasia 
alba  dolens.    Remedies :  Aeon.,  Bry,,  Bell.,  Puis, 

Mrs.  W.,  aged  30,  hiUous  temperament,  suffering  habitually  from 
costiveness,  and  frequently  strangury,  was  easily  delivered  on  the  29th 
Nov.  1849,  of  her  third  child,  but  since  then  has  suffered  from  much 
amdety  and  fatigue,  watching  her  baby  dying  of  erysipelas.  She  was 
seiied  on  the  24th  Dec.  with  shivering,  followed  by  fever. 

Aeon.  3,  gtt.  1,  omni  hora. 

Dec.  25th. — ^Pulse  120, hard;  cannot  draw  a  long  breath,  respira- 
tion hurried  and  suppressed ;  decubitus  dorsal ;  distinct  friction 
sounds  heard  over  the  lower  half  of  posterior  region  of  left  lung. 

Bf)r.  3,  gtt.  1,  2da.  q.  q.  h. 
Hot  bran  poultice  to  the  affected  side.    Vesp.  breathing  easier ;  pulse 
100.  Cont.  Bry. 

Dec.  26th. — Friction  sounds  very  faint ;  no  dulness  on  percussion ; 
can  draw  a  full  breath. 

Cont.  Bry.  4ta.  q.  q.  h. 

27th, — ^Respiratory  murmur  faint  over  affected  part,  but  no  friction 
sounds ;  she  lies  now  on  either  side ;  pulse  normal. 

Dec.  28th. — The  left  mamma  is  swollen,  red,  and  painful ;  apply 
a  poultice  sprinkled  with  Hep.  s.  3.  Gave  Hep.  s.  3,  internally.  An 
attack  of  neuralgia  of  the  face,  relieved  during  the  night  by  Puis. 

Dec.  31st.~  Opened  the  mammary  abscess,  and  dressed  it  with 
poultice  as  on  28th.     The  abscess  was  healed  on  Jan.  10th. 

Jan.  2nd,  1850. — She  complains  of  tenderness  in  the  inguinal  ring 
and  groin,  extending  down  the  middle  of  the  thigh ;  acute  attack  of 
proMpalgia;  bowels  moved  twice;  the  coloured  uterine  discharge 
whkfa  has  appeared  for  a  day  or  two,  at  intervals  of  three  or  four 
di^  has  now  ceased  ;  slight  leucorrhoea. 

Puis.  6,  gtt.  vi,  Aq.  S  vi,  S.  i  ss.  2da.  q.  q.  h. 
Bran  poultice  to  groin. 
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Jan.  4th. — ^Prosopalgia  gooe ;  pain  in  gioai  is  eftrier,  inereMed  by 
pressure  ;  numbness  extending  down  the  thigh,  when  the  bowels  are 
moved,  or  urine,  which  is  clear  and  abundant,  is  passed;  tlie  pain  in 
the  iliac  region  is  increased,  it  is  described  as  dull,  and  extends  down 
to  the  hip,  deep  in  the  pubic  region,  and  to  the  innde  of  thigh ;  re- 
lieved by  flexing  the  thigh ;  pulse  100  ;  dull  headache. 

Bry.  3,  gtt.  vi,  Aq.  5  viij,  a  table  spoonful  every  hour,  for 
four  times,  and  then  every  three  hours. 

Jan.  5th. — Slept  a  little ;  tongue  clean  ;  nausea ;  pulse  100 ;  dull 
stitch-like  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  catching  the  breath ;  still 
pain  as  before  in  the  inguinal  region  and  thigh,  tenderness  on  pres- 
sure ;  urine  natural ;  slight  red  discharge  from  vagina. 

Bry.  1,  gtt.  vi,  Aq.  J  x,  S.  gss,  2da.  q.  q.  h. 

Jan.  6th. — Has  slept  a  little  ;  perspired  freely  during  the  night ; 
pulse  115,  soft  and  full ;  no  pain  or  tenderness  in  iliac  region;  dull 
pain  and  tenderness  down  the  inside  of  thigh  to  the  calf,  which  is 
swelled,  but  pale  and  shining ;  bowels  moved  by  an  enema  of  water ; 
discharge  of  healthy  pus  from  the  mamma ;  lacteal  discharge,  which 
has  been  gradually  ceasing,  b  now  suppressed ;  the  limb  to  be  wrap- 
ped in  flannel.  Bell.  3,  gtt.  j,  Sta.  q.  q.  h. 

Jan.  5th. — Slept  four  hours ;  feels  stronger ;  pulse  94,  of  good 
strength ;  tongue  less  furred ;  bowels  moved  by  enema ;  she  lies 
with  her  left  leg  flexed,  which  is  much  swelled  and  pale,  glistening 
looking,  especiaUy  at  the  calf  and  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  to  the 
vulva ;  the  pain  is  that  of  weight  and  tension,  and  towards  the  inside 
of  thigh  pricking ;  on  movement  or  pressure  the  pain  is  acute ;  no 
tenderness  in  uterine  or  ovarian  regions ;  perspiration  dimimahed. 

Cont.  Bell. ;  nourishing  diet. 

Jan.  6th. — ^Improvement  progresses ;  cont.  Bell. 

Jan.  7th. — Sleeps  better ;  pulse  92  ;  inaease  of  appetite ,  perspi- 
ration diminished ;  pain  and  swelling  of  the  limb  much  less,  now  able 
to  move  it ;  bowels  moved  by  enema ;  motions  lumpy. 

Jan.  8th. — Severe  neuralgia  of  the  face. 

Puis.  6,  gtt.  iv,  Aq.  J  viij,  S.  ss.  Sta,  q.  q.  h. 

Jan.  9th. — The  violent  cramp-like  pain  of  face  is  only  partially 
relieved :  it  is  excited  by  eating,  or  taking  anything  hot  or  cold  into 
the  mouth ;  it  shoots  from  one  of  the  molars  which  b  not  decayed. 
Merc.  eol.  6,  12,  Aq.  J  iii,  S.  ss.  3ta.  q.  q,  h. 
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Jan.  liMh. — No  improvement  in  the  neuralgia. 

Plat,  like  the  Merc. 

Jan.  12th. — ^The  pain  is  much  better ;  the  pain  and  swelling  of 
Bmb  quite  gone ;  she  is  able  to  be  out  of  bed.  In  the  course  of 
another  fortnight  the  sense  of  weight  and  slight  stiffiiess  of  the  limb 
bad  quite  disappeared,  under  the  use  of  firiction,  and  hot  salt  water 

The  costiveness  of  which  this  lady  had  for  many  years  suffered 
from,  was  cured  by  lachesis:  and  occasional  attacks  of  neuralgia, 
which  recurred  now  and  then  until  her  strength  was  fully  restored, 
gelded  io  platina. 

Remarks, — I  do  not  know  of  any  remedy  which  produces  the 
peculiar  pearly  white  swelling  seen  in  phlegmasia  dolens,  and  depen- 
dent principally  on  the  phlebitis ;  but  as  the  pain  commenced  in  the 
region  of  the  uterus,  and  on  the  third  and  fourth  day  was  characteristic 
of  .firy.,  I  gave  it  until  the  fifth,  when,  as  the  improvement  was  not 
progressive,  I  gave  BeU.,  the  indication  being  principally  suggested 
bj  the  pathology  of  the  malady. 

Dr.  Wielobycki  informs  me  that  he  finds  Bryonia  most  useful  when 
the  patient  is  plethoric,  and  Arsenic  when  the  subject  is  anemic. 
From  analogy  Puh,  and  Ars,  may  be  considered  useful ;  they  are  so 
In  varioose  veins,  and  partial  attacks  of  phlebitis  attendant  on  that 
•tate ;  they  also  have  a  powerful  action  in  producing  that  morbid  con- 
dition of  the  uterus  which  appears  to  be  the  origin  of  phlegmasia  alba 
dolena.  I  have  frequently  found  Hqt.  sulph,  applied  locally  to  a 
tappurating  surface,  or  one  about  to  suppurate,  of  great  use. 


Scrophulous  Stomatitis,  producing  great  Marasmus, 
Remedies  :  Merc,  and  Hep,  8, 

T.  M.,  a  boy,  aged  3  years,  of  bilious  temperament;  large  head, 
covered  with  scanty  black  hair,  and  scurfy  scalp,  was  seized  in  Dec, 
1848,  with  fever ;  violent  pains  in  the  legs ;  infiammation  of  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  mouth ;  the  gums  swelled,  became  spongy, 
and  bled  readily ,  the  cavity  of  the  mouth  ulcerated.  He  continued 
in  this  state  up  to  August,  notwithstanding  numerous  ordinary  re- 
medies had  been  tried ;  in  August  he  was  taken  to  the  sea-side, 
where  he  remiuned  two  months,  and  this  change,  together  with  an 
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alum  wash,  was  in  a  small  measure  benefidaL  I  saw  him  for  the 
first  time  Oct.  4th,  1849  ;  he  was  of  a  dirty  sallow  colour ;  the  skin 
dry ;  the  body  much  emaciated;  unable  to  stand;  never  out  of  the 
nurse's  arms.  The  g^ms,  the  tongue,  and  ioside  of  mouth  are  dry, 
livid  looldng,  and  ulcerated,  the  teeth  decayed,  bluish,  and  coTered 
with  sordes;  the  ulceration  extends  to  the  lips;  Unable  to  eat, 
swallows  a  little  liquid ;  abdomen  tumid ;  bowels  moved  frequently, 
especially  at  night;  frequent  dry  short  cough;  head  very  large; 
pulse  120,  weak ;  diet,  weak  soups  thickened  with  arrow-root. 

Merc.  soL  6,  12,  (4)  m.  et  n.  tal.  iii. 

Oct.  15th. — Mouth  less  dry;  gums  look  better;  bowels  less  re- 
laxed. Cont.  Merc. 

Oct.    17th. — Marked  improvement;    he  is  able   to  eat  solids; 
mouth  looks  more  healthy ;  bowels  regular ;  he  guns  flesh ;  is  stronger, 
Cont.  Merc,  and  occasionally  a  little  chicken  with  rice. 

Oct.  29th. — Continued  improvement. 

Merc.  corr.  6.  12.  (4)  m.  et  n.  3,  tal.  iii. 

Nov.  14th. — The  mouth  is  quite  well;  bowels  regular. 

Cont.  Merc.  corr. 

Nov.  30th. — Able  to  walk  a  little  ;  mouth  quite  welL 
Hep.  8.  6.  12.  (4)  m.  et  n.  4,  tal.  iii. 

This  was  repeated  Dec.  14th.  A  few  days  after  this  he  was 
attacked  by  measles,  from  which  he  made  a  good  recovery.  During 
January  he  had  occasionally  a  dose  of  mere,  and  in  February,  hep,  s. 
By  the  end  of  spring  he  became  as  strong  as  children  of  his  age,  and 
has  continued  well  since  then. 

Chronic  Inflammation  of  the  Caecum,     Remedy :  Arsenicum, 

A  young  gentleman,  aged  18,  of  a  bilious-lymphatic  temperament, 
was  attacked  four  years  ago  with  inflammation  of  the  coecum;  he  was 
then  repeatedly  leeched  and  blistered.  The  attack-  lasted  three 
months.  From  that  time  he  has  enjoyed  good  health  until  Sept.  6th, 
1850,  when  he  was  again  similarly  affected ;  having  first  had  diarrhcea 
for  three  weeks,  which  ceased  rather  suddenly,  and  then  the  pain  in 
the  ccecal  region  came  on.  He  was  then  placed  for  nearly  a  month 
under  homceopatbic  treatment ;  the  remedies  partiaUy  relieved  the 
violent  spasms,  but  not  the  tenderness ;  and  the  physician  then  re- 
commended the  patient  to  be  placed  under  ordinary  treatment,  as  it 
was  his  opinion  that  relief  could  not  be  afforded  until  leeches  and 
blisters  were  again  applied.      To  the  regret  of  the  patient  and  his 
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fiunfly  Uns  mdvice  was  followed ;  an  allopathic  practitioner  was  sent 
Ibr ;  leeches,  blisters,  and  gentle  aperients  were  employed  for  nearly 
a  month,  hut  without  the  least  benefit.  The  attention  of  the  father 
of  the  patient  was  then  directed  to  a  notice  of  this  disease,  written  by 
me,  {Brit,  J,  of  Homeeop.  vol.  y,  p.  41,)  and  at  his  request  I  under- 
took the  case.  I  prescribed  Belladonna  for  the  spasms,  on  the  11th 
No¥.  1850,  before  seeing  the  patient.  The  spasms  were  described 
as  most  intense  acute  burning  pain,  darting  from  the  region  of  the 
ccBCum  through  the  bowels ;  he  thro¥rs  himself  about  in  great  agony, 
and  becomes  unconscious,  they  last  several  hours.  These  attacks 
recur  about  once  in  ten  days ;  on  the  10th  he  had  one,  and  again  on 
the  11th. 

Nov.  12th. — I  visited  the  patient,  found  that  the  Bell,  had  greatly 
relieved  the  spasms.  The  patient  lies  on  his  back,  there  is  great  ten- 
derness over  the  ccecal  region,  with  a  dull  burning  sensation ;  no 
swelling ;  bowels  only  moved  by  enemata  of  tepid  water ;  tongue 
furred ;  pulse  natural ;  severe  dull  frontal  headache ;  face  covered 
with  acne  punctata. 

Ars.  3,  gtt.  j,  6ta.  q.  q.  h ;  a  light  farinaceous  diet. 

Nov.  15th. — Pain  and  tenderness  reported  to  be  less;  able  to  come 
down  stairs ;  bowels  still  require  artificial  relief. 

Coot  Ars.  8va.  q.  q.  for  8  days ;  meat  three  times  a  week. 

Nov.  25th. — He  reports  a  sensible  improvement ;  the  pain  is  much 
less ;  on  the  24th  he  was  for  an  hour  free  from  all  pain ;  less  tender- 
ness; no  spasms;  bowels  moved  naturally  without  aid. 

Cont.  Ars. 

Dec.  9th. — The  patient  has  called  on  me ;  there  is  now  no  ten- 
derness ;  and  he  has  had  no  pain  since  the  5th ;  he  is  able  to  go 
about,  and  feels  quite  well ;  bowels  regular. 

An  occasional  dose  of  Sulphur  3,  ordered. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A  Letter  on  Posology. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homaopaiky, 
Gentlemen,— Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  Journal,  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  readers  to  a  discussion  which  has  been  lately  raised 
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by  the  Homoeopaihic  Times,  Noe.  81  to  84,  mclusiye.  This  periodical 
maa'a  tilt  against  an  unhappy  Tender  of  Hahnemann's  Antibilioos  QlobnleSy 
whom  the  Editor,  with  an  indignation  worthy  of  Sir  Peter  Laurie,  deter- 
mines to  put  down ;  that  is,  advertise  the  said  globules  free  of  all  cost,  and 
immortalize,  as  far  as  his  pages  can,  the  said  bilious  exterminator.  So  fierce 
18  the  onset  that  the  Editor  rides  down  not  only  the  Hahnemann  globule 
maker,  but  unable  to  restrain  his  course  he  rushes  pell-mell  among  his  own 
friends,  administering  most  indiscriminate  blows.  Fortunately  for  himselfhe 
is  brought  to  by  the  wholesome  admonitions  of  Dr.  Dudgeon,  but  still  swears 
eternal  love  to  globules,  sheltering  himself  under  the  shade  of  Hahne- 
mann. 

I  decline  to  enter  the  lists  in  the  pages  of  the  Hamceopaihie  Tmes,  be- 
cause such  a  course  would  only  add  to  that  eyil  which  I  wish  to  avert 
It  appears  to  me  that  a  Journal  whose  main  object,  and  a  most  laudable 
one,  is  to  indoctrinate  the  public  with  right  views  of  the  healing  art,  most 
seriously  prejudices  this  mission  when,  while  it  introduces  the  public  in  one 
number  to  the  efficacy  and  harmony  of  our  healing  art,  it  in  another  num- 
ber displays  an  apple  of  discord,  and  perseveringly  dwells  upon  this  and 
other  points  whose  discussion  can  only  raise  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the 
laity,  or  lead  them  to  suppose  they  are  judges  on  matters  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  them.  I  heartily  wish  the  Editor  success  in  his  propagandist 
labours,  but  I  cannot  but  think  they  would  be  facilitated  were  he  to 
remember  the  pertinent  proverb  :  **  Where  no  wood  is  the  fire  goeth  out, 
so  where  there  is  no  tale  bearer  the  strife  ceaseth.'' 

I  do  not  write  in  defence  of  globules,  pilules,  or  any  other  form  of  the 
dose,  but  against  the  one-sided  view  of  posology  advocated  by  the  Ho- 
moBopatkic  Times.  Its  views  are  nearly  expressed  in  the  following  extract, 
and  the  tendency  of  its  opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  higher  dilutions  in  the 
smallest  possible  dose. 

^'  As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  our  Hahnemannian  Essayist  and  Mr. 
Everest's  communication,  both  in  our  present  number,  as  well  as  by  Dr. 
Groserio,  quoted  in  our  last  number,  from  Dr.  Dudgeon's  translation  of  the 
Organon,  Hahnemann  had  for  his  object,  besides  uniformity,  the  dimtno- 
tion  of  medicinal  material;  therefore  the  departure  of  the  '  high  dilu- 
tionists '  would  appear  to  have  been  so  far  in  the  right  direction,  and 
according  to  the  spirit  of  Hahnemann,  as  regards  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  medicinal  material ;  not  so  with  the  departure  to  tinctures  and  tritura- 
tions, as  we  can  prove  by  arguments  and  experience  of  other  homoeopaths^ 
in  addition  to  those  of  Hahnemann." — (Hom,  Times,  No.  88,  p.  429.) 

My  obfect  is  to  prove  thai  the  whole  range  of  dose,  from  the  crude 
medicine  or  mother  tincture  up  to  the  highest  diluiion,  is  open  to  and  ma^ 
be  advantageously  adopted  by  the  homoBopathic  practitioner,  and  thai  m 
doing  so  he  strictly  follows  the  teaching  of  Hahnemann, 

The  Hahnemannian  Essayist,  in  whom  I  suspect  a  classic-loving  friend, 
quotes  Hahnemann  as  saying,  <'  Who  ever  thought  that  the  medicinal 
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▼Mmb  of  dragB  ooold  be  developed  in  an  infinite  lerieB  of  d^preet,  by 
veane  of  triturating  and  ihaking  the  raw  material,''— (JJom.  T^mm^  No. 
88,  p.  420.) 

To  tluB  I  answer,  that  a  perusal  of  Hahnemann's  writings  show  that 
his  otgect  in  dilating  was  two-fold. 

Rni.  In  the  introdnction  to  Arsenic  (R.  A.  M.  L.)  he  clearly  states, 
that  his  ol^ject  in  diluting  is  not  to  increase  but  to  diminish  medicinal 
action.  ^'  If  a  10th  of  a  grain  of  Arsenic  be  in  many  cases  a  dangerous 
dose,  mnst  not  the  100th  of  a  grain  be  sdU  milder." 

iSseondL  From  his  remarks  on  gold,  charcoal,  and  elsewhere  in  his 
writings,  it  is  evident  that  his  object  in  triturating  and  diluting  was  to 
derelope  power  in  the  medicines.  On  such  observations  he  founded  the 
theory  of  Dynamisation,  and,  following  this  theory  more  than  &cts,  nuuiy 
of  his  followers  have  fiJlen  into  error  regarding  the  dose.  I  shall  give  an 
eitract  firom  Hahnemann,  as  testing  this  dynamisation  theory ;  the  ezperi- 
nents  every  one  can  readily  repeat ;  I  and  others  have  done  so,  and  our 
eoneloflions  are  opposed  to  Hahnemann. 

"*'  The  infinite  power  gained  by  this  process  is  so  great  that  by  this 
means  a  drop  of  Droaera  80,  which  at  each  dilution  has  received  twenty 
ihakes,  endangers  the  life  of  a  child  sufiering  from  hooping-cough,  whOe 
if  each  dilution  is  shaken  only  twice,  a  globule  of  the  size  of  a  poppy-seed 
imbibed  with  it,  is  sufficient  to  produce  a  speedy  and  easy  cure." 

If  this  were  true  of  Dros.  and  various  remedies,  what  dangerous  efiects 
BQSt  arise  from  the  employment  of  those  tinctures  which  are  carried  about 
wiUi  OS  in  onr  daily  pereginations.  I  have  tried  Dros.  in  all  dilutions,  shaken 
asd  not  shaken,  but  I  have  never  yet  endangered  the  life  of  any  child 
soffimng  from  hooping-cough ;  neither,  I  admit,  have  I  been  so  fortunate 
aa  '^  to  core  with  certainty  in  seven  to  nine  days  hooping-cough  with  one 
dose  of  Dros.  80."    Hahnemann  speaks  of  this  result  as  a  certainty, 

Jm  it  not  inconsistent  in  those  who  maintain  that  the  more  you  dilute, 
tha  more  yon  rub,  the  more  you  shake,  the  more  powerful  you  make  the 
laedieine,  to  blame  those  who  use  the  lower  dilutions,  that  is,  medicine  less 
rubbed,  shaken  and  diluted,  for  employing  doses  too  powerful,  whereas,  if 
their  theory  is  correct,  the  contrary  should  be  the  case. 

The  true  teaching  of  Hahnemann  is  expressed  in  one  sentence  in  a  letter 
by  Mr.  Everest  **  For  the  last  six  or  seven  years  of  the  life  of  Hahne- 
maan,  his  constant  efibrt,  as  Dr.  Croserio  truly  says,  was  to  diminish  his 
doife  to  the  least  possible  quantity  capable  of  producing  the  desired 
{^M."— (JJ<0m.  Times,  No.  88,  p.  427.)  This  is  the  true  ground 
from  which  to  start,  and  the  admission  of  this  renders  it  quite  legitimate  to 
soppose  that  the  dose  may  vary  from  drops  and  grains  to  any  dilution 
desbed. 

Hahnemann  has  publidied  two,  and  only  two  cases,  as  specimens  of 
homoBopathic  practice ;  it  is  therefore  to  be  supposed,  that  they  have  been 
seleeted  with  care.    The  one  he  cures  tuto,  cito,  etjucunde,  with  one  drop 
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of  the  mother  tiiietoiv  of  Bryony,  and  the  other  equally  w^  with  one 
drop  of  Pals.  12. 

Is  there  a  fault  to  be  found  with  these  cases,  and  if  not,  how  is  it 
bad  practice  io  imitate  Hahnemann,  and  to  prescribe  tinctnres  ?  One  of 
the  greatest  points  in  Hahnemann's  character  was  the  keen,  I  may  almost 
WKf  iBtnthrey  insight  into  the  action  of  remedies,  never  more  clearly 
shewn  than  in  fbe  decided  manner  in  which  he  predicated  the  value  of 
Camphor  in  Cholera.  How  did  be  advise  its  administration?—"  A  drop 
at  least  every  five  minutes  of  camphorated  spirits.**  Throughout  the  Mat 
Med.  we  find  him  recommending  various  doses,  the  mo^er  tincture  of 
Thuja  and  Arnica,  the  8,  12,  and  30,  &c.  of  other  remedies ;  and  ht  does 
so  in  strict  accordance  with  the  passage  quoted  from  Mr.  Everest's  letter. 
Then  why  not  fbUow  Hahnemann  ? 

Does  not  Hahnemann  with  great  truth  dwell  on  the  importance  of  in- 
dividualizing every  case,  treating  it  as  a  separate  disease?  Are  we 
to  individualize  in  choosing  the  remedy,  and  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact, 
that  this  very  process  implies  various  susceptibilities  to  the  medicine,  and 
that  therefore  the  least  possible  quantity  required  to  produce  the  desired 
efiect  must  vary  in  every  individual  patient? 

Does  not  Hahnemann  teach  the  importance  of  great  care  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  remedy,  so  that  no  foreign  substance  be  mixed  with  it,  no 
injury  sustained?  As  different  substances  vary  in  their  chemical  and 
physical  nature,  b  it  not  a  just  corollary  to  the  above  that  as  these  vary, 
so  must  the  forms  in  which  the  medicine  is  given  ?  I  here  produce  a  wit- 
ness, Dr.  Hering,  one  of  those  able  men  whom  the  Hahnemannian  Essayist 
facetiously  styles  '^ultimi  Hahnemannorum,"  and  on  whose  testimony 
the  HomtBopaihic  Times  confidentiy  depends. 

'^  For  those  few  cases  where  the  pure  Bromine  is  preferable  to  the  higher 
attenuations,  a  phial  with  the  tincture  should  be  kept  with  a  fine  glass 
tube  attached  to  the  glass  stopper ;  whenever  (the  medicine  is  to  be  used, 
the  glass  tube  should  be  speedUy  inserted  into  the  open  phial  for  the  par- 
pose  of  taking  up  a  drop  of  the  Bromine,  which  may  then  be  dropped  into 
a  tumbler  filled  with  water ;  if  this  solution  should  appear  too  strong,  part 
of  it  may  be  thrown  away  and  fresh  water  substituted  in  the  place,  until 
the  proper  degree  of  attenuation  has  been  attained.  One  part  of  Brom.  to 
1000  parts  of  water  is  sufficientiy  powerful." 

He  makes  a  similar  remark  regarding  Iodine,  Nitric  Acid,  Muriatic 
Acid,  &c.  To  quote  another  witness.  Dr.  Malan,  who  urges  on  the  editor 
**  to  use  his  acute  pen,  to  spare  neither  pilules,  nor  such  like,  for  the  sake 
of  the  good  cause." — {Horn.  Times,  No.  88,  p.  ).  Why  from  this  I  would 
suppose  the  writer  to  be  a  pure  globulist,  nothing  but  globules ;  and  to  my 
surprise  I  read  in  some  very  useful  directions  by  him  for  the  treatment  of 
cholera,  that  among  other  things  the  patient  is  to  procure  '*  cupr,  oc.  6  in 
tincture^  and  two  drachms  of  camphorated  spirits  /  /  "  Is  this  consistent? 
Besides,  it  is  not  Hahnemannic,  for  Hahnemann  in  the  directions  for  the 
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traataant  of  ohokni  ht  pslilitlied  in  1831,  reoommends  cuprum  met.  80, 
mgiUdmietj  Mwdl  for  die  treatment  of  cholera  as  for  the  prevention  of 
thatdiMW. 

There  is  an  expression,  argument  it  cannot  be  called,  employed  by  those 
who  deprecate  the  lower  dilations:  '*  large  doses,"  they  say, ''  are  a  kind 
of  allopathy ,''  and  this  concludes  the  discussion.  As  already  shewn,  aooofd* 
ing  to  the  teaching  of  Hahnemann,  large  mnafc  ever  be  m  eomparatiTe 
tenn,  and  not  drawn  from  any  fixed  staadard  of  size.  There  can  be  only 
006  kind  of  allopathy,  aad  that  Hahnemann  describes  in  his  Spirit  of  the 
HoouBopathie  doalinie  ''  as  consisting  in  the  employment  of  substances 
wfaidi  wet  m  a  eomtra9y  manner  to  the  existing  morbid  state." 

How  coBRstent  in  those  homoeopathists  who  search  the  records  of  ordi- 
aary  praetice  for  examples  of  homoeopathic  cures,  as  proo&  of  the  truth  of 
oar  general  therapeutic  law ;  who,  when  pressed,  maintain  that  the  dose 
aad  the  homoeopathic  principle  are  very  different  things  to  censure,  when 
ooeasion  serves,  any  friend  to  low  dilutions  or  mother  tinctures  by  calling 
him  a  kind  of  allopathist. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  because  liberty  of  choice  in  the  dose  and  adoption 
of  certain  theories  are  contended  for,  that  therefore  disrespect  is  shewn  to 
tba  memory  aad  observations  of  Hahnemann.  Does  it  derogate  from  the 
glofy  of  Galileo  that  modem  researches  have  shed  increased  lustre  on  his 
discoveries?  Is  the  fame  of  Newton,  and  the  law  of  gravitation  dis- 
paraged because  the  scientific  world  have  never  adopted  his  hypothetical 
ex|danation  of  that  law  ?  Do  the  late  most  interesting  experiments  of 
Faraday  on  atmospheric  magnetism,  which  promise  to  throw  new  light  on 
gravitation,  injure  the  memory  of  Newton  ? 

Hahnemann's  claims  to  our  gratitude  and  love  spring  frvm  his  discovery 
ofa  valued  general  law  of  cure;  his  extraordinary  industry  in  collecting 
fiiets  on  the  physiological  action  of  remedies,  and  his  recommending  their 
administration  in  such  minute  doses  as  were  never  previously  thought  of; 
taefa  discoveries  form  the  pedestal  of  Hahnemann's  immortality.  But  be- 
tween the  law  and  the  remedy  comes  the  application,  which  involves  the 
art,  and  the  art  improves  as  our  knowledge  increases.  He  has  given  the 
fiiU  ear  in  the  blada ;  but  is  it  ingratitude  to  confess  that  we  eat  it  more  or 
lem  with  the  husk  ?  does  it  derogate  from  his  honour  that  we  strive  not 
only  to  preserve  but  to  improve  the  treasure  he  has  left  us  ?  The  motto  on 
oar  Foimder's  banner  was — nuUiuM  addictusjurare  in  verba  magietri ;  is 
tUs  to  be  denied  his  followers? 

He  invites  ns  by  our  reason  and  powers  of  observation  to  test  his  state- 
aienlB ;  when  these  lead  us  within  the  threshold  of  the  temple,  are  we  to 
ibtget  them,  and  bow  the  knee  as  servile  imitators,  and  blind  hero-wor- 
shipers ;  Hahnemann  at  one  time  taught  that  the  dose  should  never  be 
repeated ;  but  on  reading  the  suggestion  of  Aegidi,  he  recommended  the 
repetition  of  the  dose.  He  afto'wards  limited  the  extreme  dilution  to  80 
as  the  besty  but  as  frur  as  oral  tradition  goes,  it  would  seem  in  his  later 
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years  that  he  went  beyond  this.  He  wrote  an  essay  on  coffee,  io  which 
he  attributed  abnost  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to ;  twenty-three  years 
after  this  he  wrote  his  '^  Chronic  Diseases,"  and  these  iUs  are  most  in- 
geniously and  with  great  research  attributed  to  psora,  syphilis,  and  syco- 
sis. He  taught  that  chronic  diseases  ought  to  be  treated  solely  by  the 
homoeopathic  remedies  appropriate  to  the  miasm  which  caused  them,  and 
that  they  were  to  be  administered  internally.  Yet  in  his  late  years  he 
sanetioned  the  extirpation  of  scirrhous  tumours.  The  first  ease  of  homoeo- 
pathic treatment  brought  under  my  notice  in  the  winter  of  1840,  was  one 
conducted  by  Hahnemann,  of  the  speedy  healing  of  the  wound  after  ex- 
cision of  the  breast;  and  my  friend,  Mr.  Trotman,  informs  me  that 
Hahnemann  occasionally  sanctioned  the  operation.  Hahnemann  was  a 
man,  a  great  man,  not  a  prophet ;  his  teachings  are  observations,  not  re- 
velations— and  if  our  course  is  to  be  an  onward  one,  we  must  separate  the 
laws  he  discovered  from  the  theories  and  application  of  these  laws ;  the 
former  cannot  be  gainsaid,  but  the  latter  may,  perhaps,  be  improved. 
The  subject  of  Posology  is  a  most  complex  one,  and  it  never  can  be  im- 
proved as  long  as  bigoted  prejudice  steps  in  to  check  all  investigation.  If 
we  are  sincerely  desirous  for  the  scientific  progress  of  homcsopathy,  our 
motto  must  be  that  which  so  adorns  the  title  page  of  your  Journal — cm 
certii  umtaSf  in  dubiis  Ubertas,  in  omnUnu  charitas, 

FaANOis  Blaok. 
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Hahnemann's  Statue, 

At  the  request  of  the  Homoeopathic  Congress,  held  at  Cheltenham  last 
September,  the  Committee  for  carrying  into  execution  the  erection  of 
Hahnemann's  Statue,  agreed  to  reopen  the  question  of  the  proper  site  for 
the  monument  of  our  Great  Master,  for  which  Coethen  had  previously 
been  fixed.  The  pages  of  the  AUg,  Horn,  Zeitung  soon  began  to  teem 
with  letters  from  all  parts  of  Germany  and  Europe,  which  all  coincided 
with  the  petition  of  the  Bnglish  Congress  in  deprecating  Coethen  as  the 
site  for  Hahnemann's  Statue.  Meissen,  the  birth-place  of  the  Great  Medi- 
cal Reformer,  which  we  had  suggested  to  the  committee  as  a  more  apinxH 
priate  place  for  his  monument  was  equally  objected  to,  and  the  majority  of 
those  who  took  an  interest  in  the  matter  pointed  to  Leipzig  as  the  best 
place ;  and,  after  mature  consideration  of  the  subject,  we  are  bound  to 
confess  that  Leipzig  is  the  proper  spot  for  Hahnemann's  Statue ;  for  besides 
being  the  great  commercial  town  of  Central  Germany,  witli  its  two  world* 
renowned  fairs  every  year,  and  besides  being  the  great  Literary  mart  of 
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{Semiaay,  it  ib  intimately  associated  with  Hahnemann  and  his  medical 
refiMrmation.  Here  the  Lather  of  medicine  long  resided  and  practised,  and 
henoe  isBued  his  earliest  homoepathic  works ;  here  he  was  exposed  to  the 
penecutions  of  the  chemists  and  of  an  illiberal  iaculty,  whose  craft  was 
endangered  by  his  bold  denunciations  and  his  wonderful  discoveries ;  and 
hoioe  he  was  expelled  at  last  by  the  successful  intrigues  of  his  colleagues. 
LeipBg  has  always  retained  the  character  of  a  focns  of  homoeopathy ;  it 
was  here  the  first  society  of  homceopathic  physicians  was  constituted,  here 
liw  first  homoeopathic  hospital  was  opened,  here  the  first  homoeopatliic 
journal  was  published,  here  the  first  homoeopathic  laboratory  was  estab- 
fidied  by  those  very  chemists  whose  machinations  had  contributed  to  expel 
Hahnemann  from  his  fetherland.  For  these  and  other  reasons  we  are  very 
well  content  that  the  decision  of  the  committee  should  have  been  for 
Upng. 

The  Statue,  which  is  now  completed,  is  of  colossal  proportions  and  has 
been  executed  in  marble,  by  Steinhausser,  of  Rome.  It  represents  Hah- 
nennnn  seated  in  the  act  of  writing,  and  clad  in  a  simple  robe,  not  unlike 
his  ordinary  dressing-gown  somewhat  idealized.  The  site  obtained  for  it 
is  opposite  to  the  National  Theatre  of  Leipzig,  where  it  will  appear  to  great 
advantage,  as  the  space  is  open  and  is  a  favourite  promenade  of  the  worthy 
Leipzig  citizens. 

We  sent  a  request  to  the  committee  to  allow  the  Statue  to  be  exhibited 
at  the  Grand  Exhibition,  but  to  this  they  would  not  consent,  as  they  lay 
under  an  obligation  to  nncover  it  on  the  10th  of  August  next,  the  anni- 
versary of  Hahnemann's  reception  of  the  degree  of  M.D. 

The  change  of  site  from  Coethen  to  Leipzig  involves  considerable  addi- 
tional expense,  as  certain  sums  subscribed  by  the  town  and  Duke  of 
Coethen,  on  condition  that  the  Statue  should  be  erected  there,  will  have  to 
be  lefiinded.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  English  practitioners,  at  whose 
request  the  change  of  locality  was  made,  will  not  allow  the  committee  to 
be  out  of  pocket  by  thus  consenting  to  their  wishes,  and  more  especially 
tibat  those  who  have  not  hitherto  subscribed  towards  the  monument  to  our 
lUostrions  Master  will  gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  now 
ofikted  them  of  doing  so. 

Our  G^erman  friends  anticipate  the  attendance  of  many  of  their  English 
CoHeagoes  at  the  ceremony  of  uncovering  the  Statue  on  the  10th  of  August, 
cad  we  trust  that  all  parts  of  the  British  dominions  will  be  represented  on 
tibat  occasion.  Leipzig  is  now  easily  reached  by  the  continuous  line  of 
nily  and  to  our  taste  railway  travelling  in  Germany  is  much  more  pleasant 
aad  much  lees  fetiguing  than  it  is  in  England.  An  opportunity  will  be 
oftied  of  meeting  on  this  occasion  many  of  the  most  celebrated  homoeo- 
pathirti  of  Europe,  and  much  good  might  be  efiected  and  much  information 
gained  by  the  intercourse  with  some  of  Hahnemann's  most  talented 
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Engraving  of  HaAnemam^. 

We  have  before  us  a  beautifolly  executed  mezzotint  engraving  of  the 
head  of  the  Founder  of  Homoeopathy  from  the  celebrated  bust  by  David. 
The  artisty  Mr.  Geller,  has  executed  his  task  with  great  taste  and  fidelity, 
and  has  succeeded  in  producing  not  only  an  excellent  likeness  of  Hahne- 
mann, but  by  the  artistic  skill  displayed  in  his  management  of  the  lights 
and  shades  has  given  us  a  work  of  art  which  we  have  no  doubt  all  the 
disciples  of  Hahnemann  in  this  country  will  be  eager  to  possess.  The 
price  at  which  it  is  sold  is  remarkably  reasonable,  although  the  print  is 
of  large  size.  Mr.  Geller  is  well  known  as  the  engraver  of  the  portraits 
of  many  medical  celebrities,  among  whom  we  may  mention  J.  Hunteri 
Liston,  and  Fletcher.  The  small  portrait  of  Halinemann  in  the  last  edition 
of  the  Organon  is  also  from  his  graver. 


Climate  of  Natal, 

Wc  have  been  favoured  by  a  friend  with  a  copy  of  the  following  obser* 
vations  upon  the  climate  of  Port  Natal,  which  we  gladly  avail  oursdveso^ 
as  it  is  a  place  invalids  are  not  unfrequently  sent  to,  and  it  is  of  great  eon- 
sequence  to  have  all  the  accurate  data  we  can  collect  in  refierence  to  the 
variations  of  temperature  of  the  places  recommended  for  patients. — We  are 
not  aware  of  any  observations  upon  the  climate  of  Natal  having  hitherto 
been  published. 

''  It  is  in  many  respects  a  beautiful  country  this,  though  not  the  paim- 
dise  it  was  represented.  You  can  conceive  nothing  more  delightfkd  tiiaa 
the  winter  weather ;  the  thermometrical  range  is,  it  is  true,  considerable, 
sometimes  20"*  or  dO*"  in  the  24  hours,  bat  at  the  hottest  (say  76"^  or  80°, 
though  I  have  seen  it  68**,  and  once  or  twice  even  91**)  tempered  by  a 
breeze  which  springs  up  about  9  or  10  A.ir.,  and  continues  all  day.  I  do 
not  think  1  have  seen  three  calm  days  since  I  landed*  The  twifights  are 
longer  than  I  expected,  and  the  nights  generally  clear,  though  with  very 
heavy  dews.  The  vegetation  is  not  nearly  of  each  a  strange  or  tropical 
character  as  I  had  expected ;  no  palms,  except  a  dwarf  date  palm,  the 
highest  stem  of  which  that  I  have  seen  is  only  five  or  six  feet.  Euphorbiat 
there  are  in  some  places  in  plenty,  but  generally  the  vegetation  is  not 
strikingly  difierent  from  that  at  home.  One  thing  suifuises  me  greadyi 
the  total  absence  of  heaths,  so  plentiful  in  some  parts  of  the  Cape.  The 
country  generally  is  very  hilly,  consisting,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  of  several 
table  lands  rising  one  above  another,  and  scooped  out  into  innnmerable 
valleys,  which  are  frequently  densely  wooded,  though  for  miles  and 
miles  in  some  parts  you  do  not  see  a  bush  the  height  of  your  knee.    Many 
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scenes  reminded  myself  (as  well  as  fellow-travellers^  of  the  bare  Lammer- 
mnir,  or  those  wild  hollows  behind  the  Ochils  near  the  Sheriffmuir.  There 
was  seldom  even  a  low  aloe  seen  to  mark  the  difference ;  nothing  but 
grass,  grass  everywhere.  Tet  the  first  night  I  set  foot  on  shore  I  shall 
not  easily  forget.  The  sun  was  setting  as  I  mounted  on  a  bullock  wagon 
to  traverse  the  bush  which  lies  between  the  landing  place  and  the  town. 
At  first  oar  path  lay  along  the  borders  of  this  beautiful  bay,  and  even 
through  its  shallows^  but  we  soon  got  into  the  bush.  The  strangeness  of 
everything,  the  chirping  and  piping  of  crickets  and  frogs  in  the  deepening 
twilight,  even  the  wild  unearthly  cries  of  the  driver  to  the  oxen,  amidst 
the  perfect  stillness,  a  living  stillness,  of  the  trees  and  parasitic  plants, 
with  their  intricate  tortuous  stems  hanging  from  every  bough,  the  noise- 
less motion  of  the  wagon  along  the  deep  sandy  road,  over  which  the  trees 
arched,  allowing  here  and  there  a  peep  of  the  stars  beginning  to  '  slip  out, 
and  in,  and  out  again  '-—everything  tended  to  fill  me  with  a  deep,  calm, 
reverential  joy,  a  feeling  of  devotion  I  have  rarely  felt  in  a  church.  It 
was  as  if  all  nature  were  prompting  me  to  sing  '  To  Thee,  my  God,  let 
me  return.'  The  darkness  deepened,  fire-flies  flashed  across  the  road,  a 
woman's  voice  from  an  unseen  hut  by  the  way-side  greeted  us  with  a 
'  welcome  on  shore,'  we  reached  the  shed  erected  for  the  emigrants,  and 
were  soon  busied  seeking  for  candles  to  let  us  see  to  stow  away  our  boxes, 
Idc  on  its  bare  damp  open  floor, 

**  Vcr  weeks  together  at  this  season  we  have  scarcely  a  shower,  yet  the 
dews  keep  the  vegetation  in  constant  verdure;  and  there  are  many 
beaotifiil  flowers,  the  names  of  which  unfortunately  I  am  ignorant  of. 
Here  the  timber  is  generally  small,  but  beyond  the  capital,  60  or  70  miles 
hence,  it  is  said  there  are  forests  of  trees  70  to  80  feet  high,  without  a 
branch,  and  of  great  diameter. 

<<  The  Kafirs  are  a  noble  set  of  fellows ;  tall,  handsome,  intelligent,  and 
almost  universally  scrupulously  honest.  It  is  true  they  do  not  know  nor 
respect  the  '  rights  of  woman,'  she  being  the  drudge  of  him  who  makes 
her  his  wife  in  exchange  for  ten  cows,  but  I  much  question  if  the 
European  in  conveying  his  own  confusion  on  that  subject  along  with 
nnich  else  into  the  Kafir's  brain,  will  not  do  him  more  harm  than  good. 
The  Hottentots,  at  least,  who  have  been  much  longer  in  contact  with  the 
whites,  are  almost  to  a  man,  and  alas,  to  a  woman  too,  dishonest,  stub- 
bom,  drunken,  brutal,  and  a  few  of  the  Kafirs  are  begging  to  like 

^  I  shonld  add  to  what  I  have  said  of  the  climate,  that  dysentery  is 
prevalent,,  and  generally,  though  probably  incorrectly,  attributed  to  the 
water.  '  Natal  sores '  too,  a  trouble  varying  from  small  itching  pimples 
to  large  painfbl  ulcers,  attack  nearly  every  one,  particularly  about  the 
joittts  of  the  extremities.  Probably  daily  bathing  would  prevent,  or  at 
least  make  much  milder  this  distemper." 
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New  American  Homoeopathic  Periodical. 

We  have  before  us  the  first  No.  of  a  new  Homoeopathic  Journal, 
published  by  our  transatlantic  friends,  entitled  '^  The  North  American 
Homoeopathic  Journal/'  conducted  by  Dr.  Hering  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Drs.  Marcy  and  Metcalf  of  New  York.  The  first  paper  in  this  Journal 
contains  a  sketch  of  the  Homoeopathic  literature  of  the  North  American 
Continent  from  the  first  publication  in  1825  up  to  the  end  of  1850  \  they 
amount  in  all  to  109,  of  these  12  are  original  books,  88  pamphlets,  21  trans- 
lations of  larger  works,  6  translations  of  pamphlets,  16  reprints  of  larger 
works,  8  reprints  of  pamphlets,  8  periodicals.  This  is  a  tolerably  good  library, 
it  will  be  allowed,  for  a  juvenile  system.  It  would  he  interesting  to  compare 
the  homoeopathic  literature  of  our  country  with  this  list,  and  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  do  so  in  some  future  number.  The  next  paper  is  one  by  Dr.  Hering 
on  a  very  interesting  subject,  viz.  ^DaUy  Cycles  in  Disetues,  and  in  the 
Effects  of  Drugs,  This  veteran  apostle  of  homoeopathy  has  also  another 
paper  on  fragmentary  provings,  in  which  he  passes  a  well-merited  censure 
on  those  of  our  body  who  will  not  institute  provings  on  themselves,  and 
who  complacently  sneer  at  the  fragmentary  provings  of  others,  which  are 
fragmentary  just  because  these  self-complacent  worthies  content  them- 
selves with  the  easy  task  of  sneering,  but  will  not  lend  a  helping-hand  in 
the  very  necessary  work  of  perfecting  our  Materia  Medica.  This  No. 
further  contains  well-written  papers  by  Drs.  Marcy  and  Hempel,  and  a 
great  deal  of  interesting  miscellaneous  matter.  We  trust  our  new  cotem- 
porary  will  have  a  long  and  a  useful  career,  and  that  it  will  find  a  large 
circulation  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  as  well  as  on  the  other. 
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Twelfth  Ordinary  Meeting,  17th  Dec,  1850. — The  discussion  on 
Ling's  system  was  commenced  by  Dr.  Roth,  who  observed  that  the  so- 
called  orthopsedic  treatment  was  merely  for  external  diseases,  but  that 
Ling's  system  was  based  on  scientific  principles,  and  was  applicable  to  the 
treatment  of  internal  diseases.  There  were  manv  of  the  movements  em- 
ployed  which  were  decidedly  homoeopathic  to  the  diseases  for  which  they 
were  used.  He  would  mention  a  curious  case  of  accidental  homoeopathy ; 
a  lady  who  had  long  been  paralytic  fell  down  stairs  and  injured  her  head, 
whei'eby  her  paralysis  was  quite  cured. 

Professor  Georgii,  in  allusion  to  the  homoeopathicity  of  several  of  the 
movements  in  Ling's  system,  mentioned,  that  when  we  stooped  there 
occured  congestion  of  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain,  of  the  scalp  and  face, 
together  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose ;  this  was  a  position  adopted 
for  the  cure  of  catarrh  of  the  nose,  accompanied  with  frontal  head-ache, 
if  there  was  also  vertigo,  rotatory  movements  of  the  head  were  combined 
with  this  treatment.   In  congestion  of  the  brain,  compression  of  the  jugular 
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veins  was  used  with  benefit  A  blow  betwixt  the  shoolden  often  caused 
hsemoptysisy  and  this  affection  when  it  occorred  natorally  was  treated  by 
slight  blows  betwixt  the  shoulders.  In  an  asthmatic  subject  perousBion  on 
the  chest  was  apt  to  bring  on  fits  of  dyspncea,  this  morement  was  employed 
for  the  cure  of  asthma.  In  gouty  and  rheumatic  afiections  of  the  joints, 
compression  above  the  joint  by  means  of  a  tourniquet,  was  em|doyed. 

Mr.  Ehrenhoff  detailed  the  history  of  a  case  of  white  swellfaig  treated 
successfully  by  Ling's  system,  in  which  amputation  had  been  advised  by 
Liston  and  Brodie.  The  girl  had  been  confined  to  bed  for  eleven  months ; 
in  ^y^  or  six  weeks  she  was  able  to  walk  about  a  furlong  with  a  stick  \  in 
three  months  she  could  walk  three  or  four  miles  without  any  support. 

Dr.  Russell  alluded  to  Stromeyer's  theory  relative  to  the  cause  of  cur- 
vature of  the  spine  depending  on  a  paralyzed  state  of  some  of  the  dorsal 
muscles,  and  said  he  had  found  it  useful  in  practice.  A  lady  labouring 
under  supposed  phthisis,  pronounced  to  be  that  disease  by  Abercrombie, 
was  brought  to  him,  and  he  found  a  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  there  was  no  phthisis,  according  to  Rokitansky's  observa- 
tion. He  made  her  lie  on  a  couch  and  work  with  her  arms  so  as  to  produce 
innervation  in  the  paralyzed  muscles.  Her  symptoms  which  consisted  of 
irritating  cough,  haemoptysis,  and  almost  complete  asthma,  disappeared 
under  this  treatment,  and  she  recovered,  though  there  was  no  alteration 
produced  in  the  spine. 

Dr.  Henriques  said  he  was  once  much  struck  when  traversing  the  Desert 
to  see  the  treatment  adopted  by  the  Arabs  in  cases  of  spasms.  One  of  the 
guides  was  seized  with  a  violent  attack  of  that  affection,  and  his  companions 
immediately  rolled  him  along  the  sand  and  punched  him  till  he  recovered. 

Professor  Georgii  mentioned  the  case  of  Admiral  Henry,  cited  by  Dr. 
Beece,  in  his ''  Medical  Guide,"  who  cured  himself  of  cataract  by  rubbing 
and  gently  beating  the  eye  with  a  small  wooden  hammer ;  this  cured  him  so 
completely  that  he  was  ultimately  able  to  read  small  print  without  difficulty. 
The  other  eye  which  was  likewise  cataractous,  had  previously  been  operated 
on  by  Mr.  Ware  unsuccessfully. 

Mr.  Engall  said  that  Stromeyer's  treatment  of  curved  spine  bad  been 
tried  by  Dr.  Little,  without  effect,  and  he  spoke  fiaivourably  of  Mr.  Harri- 
son's mode  of  treating  such  deformities. 

Dr.  Epps  considered  Ling's  treatment  as  a  most  important  aoxiliarj  to 
homceopathy  ;  he  had  seen  such  wonderful  results  from  Harris(m's  spinal 
treatment  that  he  considered  it  of  the  utmost  consequence  for  spinal  cur- 
vature in  its  most  aggravated  form ;  but  if  Ling's  regulated  movements 
could  arrest  the  early  stage  of  spinal  curvature,  it  would  be  of  inealonlable 
benefit. 

Dr.  Chapman  had  had  more  experience  of  this  treatment  than  most  or 
the  members ;  he  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  Prof.  Georgii's  practice,  and  all 
who  had  seen  his  iUustradons  must  acknowledge  him  to  be  a  master  of  hi» 
art.    He  himself  had  undergone  the  treatment  for  a  chronic  tendency  Up 
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dknrhoBai  with  much  benefit.  He  then  gave  an  accoimt  of  several  cases 
he  had  watched  under  Georgii's  treatment,  and  seen  its  beneficial  efiects. 
A  few  years  ago  a  barber  who  had  been  deaf  for  years  happened  to  be 
pa«ing  through  a  crowd  assembled  about  a  house  on  fire ;  they  shouted  to 
him  to  get  out  of  the  way,  but  as  he  did  not  hear  he  got  the  whole  jet  of 
the  fire  engine  right  in  one  of  his  ears,  which  knocked  him  down  and  cured 
Ida  deafness.  In  the  case  of  a  diseased  elbow  joint,  with  efiiision  into  it, 
he  had  directed  gentle  firiction  and  magnetic  passes  to  be  made,  con- 
emxently  with  homoeopathic  treatment,  and  the  disease  was  thereby  cured  ; 
he  considered  the  dripping  sheet  used  in  the  hydropathic  system  to  combine 
tiie  three  treatments  of  cold  water,  kinsipathy,  and  mesmerism 

Thirteenth  Ordinary  Meeting ^  7th  January,  1861. — The  discussion  for 
the  evening  was  announced  to  be  on  Scabies. 

Dr.  Epps  thought  it  of  great  importance  to  make  drawings  of  cutaneous 
diieaseB  from  time  to  time,  when  under  homoeopathic  treatment;  so  that 
we  might  be  able  to  note  accurately  the  efiects  upon  them  of  various  me- 
didnes.  It  often  happened  that  during  our  treatment  of  a  skin  disease  it 
apparently  got  worse,  but  this  was  frequently  preliminary  to  a  cure.  A 
patient  came  to  him  with  a  severe  cutaneous  disease,  which  he  told  him 
would  not  be  cured  under  a  year ;  however  he  tired  of  the  treatment  after  two 
or  three  months,  and  left  it  off.  Some  time  afterwards  his  wife  came  to 
lilm  (Dr.  £.)  and  announced  that  her  husband  had  had  a  fit ;  he  had  been 
taking  some  quack  scorbutic  drops  internally  ;  before  he  had  finished  the 
fifth  bottle  all  the  rash  had  disappeared,  but  the  consequence  was  that  he 
liad  an  epileptic  attack.  We  should  regard  these  eruptions  as  a  great 
Ueasing  to  the  patient,  preserving  him  from  more  severe  disease,  and  we 
•honld  take  care  not  to  repel  them. 

Dr.  Madden  said  that  Hahnemann  denied  that  cutaneous  diseases  could 
be  cored  by  internal  treatment,  unless  the  medicine  given  was  specific  to 
the  disease. 

Dr.  Epps  said  that  in  this  case  the  disease  was  removed  by  the  drops 
before  the  specific  change  in  the  system  was  efiected. 

Dr.  Dodgeon  reminded  the  society  that  the  subject  under  consideration 
was  icabies  and  its  treatment.  Prof.  Hebra  had,  in  his  opinion,  done  much 
•ervice  to  practical  medicine  by  proving  that  the  acarus  was  the  sole  pro- 
pagator of  itch^  that  if  it  was  removed  the  disease  ceased,  and  that  the 
iasect  was  generally  confined  to  the  hands,  wrists,  forearms,  and  ankles. 
It  had  been  proved  that  the  eruption  which  appeared  in  other  parts  of  the 
body  was  caused  by  the  scratching  of  the  patient,  and  that  if  the  insect 
were  removed  by  any  method  from  the  parts  in  question,  the  disease  ceased. 
This  could  be  done  by  picking  out  all  the  acari,  or  by  killing  them  either 
with  sulphur  ointment  or  some  non-medicated  fatty  substance.  Hebra's 
treatment  consisted  in  rubbing  only  the  habitat  of  the  acarus  with  sulphur 
oiatment,  and  in  tiiis  way  he  cured  the  disease  thoroughly,  he  asserted,  in 
a  few  days,  and  he  had  never  observed  after-diseases  to  result  from  this 
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method.  If  this  were  true,  he  asserted  that  it  might  be  useful  to  combine 
some  local  treatment  with  some  harmless  ointment  with  the  specific  internal 
treatment,  as  all  homcBopathists  agreed  that  the  disease  was  most  stubborn 
if  combatted  by  internal  remedies  only.  This  method  had  been  adopted 
and  found  successful  by  many  homceopathic  practitioners^  and  he  recom- 
mended it  to  their  consideration. 

Dr.  Madden  had  under  his  care  a  family,  one  of  the  children  of  which 
got  itch  and  communicated  it  to  her  sister,  father,  and  mother ;  both  the 
children  were  rapidly  cured  by  means  of  sulphur  ointment.  The  fitther  and 
mother  not  liking  the  inunction  treatment  tried  homoeopathic  treatment  for 
three  months  without  effect,  indeed  they  grew  much  worse ;  at  last  they 
also  resorted  to  the  sulphur  ointment,  and  were  cured  in  ten  days.  In 
none  of  these  had  the  slightest  bad  efiects  manifested  tiiemsdyes.  The 
lady  was  pregnant  at  the  time ;  the  child  after  vaccination  became  covered 
with  eczema,  and  two  children  subsequently  bom  had  likewise  troublesome 
eruptions.  Dr.  Bennett,  of  Edinburgh,  had  found  lard  most  efficacious  in 
curing  itch,  and  he  (Dr.  M.)  would  oe  disposed  to  apply  lard  externally 
and  give  Sulph.  internally. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  that  he  had  recently  treated  a  whole  famfly  labouring 
under  itch,  and  had  cured  them  in  three  weeks  by  homoeopathic  remedies 
only.  These  remedies  were  mere,  and  ndph.  He  had  also  seen  a  case 
where  Sulph.  ointment  had  been  long  used  externally  without  any  altera- 
tion of  the  disease.  The  patient^ve  up  treatment  and  took  decoction  of 
Sarsaparilla,  and  cured  herself.  From  the  rapid  cures  he  had  effected  with 
the  high  dilutions,  he  inferred  that  the  cause  of  the  want  of  success  of 
others  in  the  treatment  arose  from  giving  too  much  medicine.  We  would 
do  better  to  hold  our  hand  more  than  we  did.  He  had  not  looked  for  the 
acarus,  and  therefore  could  not  say  if  it  existed  in  the  cases  he  had  treated, 
but  he  believed  that  itch  could  exist  without  the  acarus. 

Dr.  £pps  said,  that  there  must  be  a  susceptibility  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient, without  which  tlie  acarus  could  not  be  communicated. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  stated  that  Hebra  bad  asserted  and  proved  that  the 
acarus  could  be  communicated  uncomlitionally. 

I>r,  Chapman  had  never  seen  any  good  effected  by  Sulphur  given  allo- 
pathically  in  itch.  He  had  seen  hundreds  of  cases  of  itch  treated  and 
cured  in  Liverpool  homoeopathically  without  any  local  means  being  used. 
He  said  that  Hahnemann  had  stated  that  if  the  disease  were  removed  in  a 
few  days  before  the  constitutional  effects  were  produced,  that  no  bad 
effects  ensued.  He  believed  that  the  eruptions  on  the  family  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Madden  were  owing  to  the  transmission  of  the  repelled 
disease  from  the  parents  to  the  otfspring.  In  the  beginning  of  this 
century  seven  or  eight  out  of  ten  persons  in  Scotland  had  itch ;  this  he  be- 
lieved was  owing  to  the  almost  universal  use  of  oatmeal  at  that  period,  it 
was  not  so  much  used  now,  and  the  disease  was  less  frequent.  In  Demap 
rara  the  negroes  were  subject  to  a  disease  termed  yaMTS,  which  was 
analogous  to  itch,  and  modified  wonderfully  all  their  diseases ;  thk  dis- 
ease was  propagated  from  one  individual  to  another  by  means  of  a  fly.  He 
strongly  objected  to  the  use  of  local  applications.  The  Barbadoes  tar  was 
much  used  as  a  popular  remedy  for  itch,  and  it  had  recently  been  intro- 
duced in  this  country  in  the  form  of  soap.  He  had  lately  seen  a  case  of 
cutaneous  disease  on  the  toes  of  a  boy  which  was  much  aggravated  by  a 
dose  of  Graph.  30 ;  he  gave  Sacch.  lact.  and  the  whole  went  off  soon. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  believed  that  Hahnemann  did  not  admit  hereditary  dis- 
eases,  but  had  stated  that  such  persons  as  had  chronic  diseases  must  at 
one  time  of  their  lives  have  been  infected  with  genuine  itch.  Moreover  he 
had  stated  that  the  eruption  never  appeared  until  the  constitution  was  im- 
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pregnated  with  the  disease ;  therefore,  according  to  him,  the  disease  could 
never  be  treated  locally  at  all,  nor  be  cured,  before  the  constitutional  effects 
were  produced,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Chapman.  He  denied  that  tlie  use  of  oat- 
meal was  the  cause  of  itch  in  Scotland,  as  there  was  not  the  slightest  proof 
that  a  specific  disease  of  this  character  could  have  its  origin  otherwise  than 
by  infection. 

^  "Dt,  Eppe  said  it  was  remarkable  what  an  effect  vaccination  had  some- 
times  in  bringing  forward  cutaneous  diseases ;  at  other  times  in  curing 
such  affections  when  already  present.  He  did  not  agree  in  the  opinion 
that  there  could  be  no  itch  without  the  acarus ;  scabies  existed  before 
the  acarus  was  discovered,  just  as  pneumonia  existed  before  the  discovery 
of  auscultation  of  the  respiratory  organs  j  if  we  could  hasten  the  death  of 
the  acarus  by  lard  there  could  be  no  objection  to  its  use,  in  conjunction 
with  other  treatment  He  liad  had  under  his  care  a  lady  whose  children 
had  always  died  four  hours  after  birth  ;  he  treated  her  nomoeopathically, 
and  she  was  delivered  of  a  fine  healthy  child  which  lived  still. 

Fourteenth  Ordinary  Meeting,  Jan.  21, 1851. — Dr.  Epps  read  a  paper 
on  the  therapeutic  effects  of  Cantharis. 

Mr.  Metcalf  said  he  recently  had  under  his  care  a  carpenter,  who  had 
fiJlen  and  lacerated  the  perinceum ;  there  occurred  dysuria  and  hematuria, 
for  which  aeon,  and  canth,  were  of  service ;  a  stricture  that  remained 
was  cured  by  the  catheter  and  arg.  nitr.  In  cases  where  blisters  of 
Cantharidea  were  employed  and  did  ^ood,  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
acted  homceopathically  by  the  absorption  into  the  system  of  some  of  the 
dmg  as  Dr.  Epps  had  stated,  but  that  they  cured  as  counter-irritants 
aliopathically. 

Dr.  Chapman  had  found  canth,  very  useful  in  man^  diseases  accompa- 
nied with  dysuria.  He  had  treated  a  case  of  peritonitis  in  which  a  constant 
desire  to  pass  water  was  a  prominent  symptom  ;  Canth.  removed  the  whole 
disease  in  a  few  hours.  A  young  lady  was  affected  with  typhus  and  had 
frequent  desire  to  pass  water,  burning  m  the  urethra,  delirium,  and  fever: 
Canth.  soon  cured  her.  He  observed  that  Dr.  Epps  had  said  that  he  had 
found  canth.  often  prevent  attacks  of  gout  and  rheumatism,  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  which  were  dysuria  or  strangury,  which  he  considered  a 
hiffhiy  interesting  fact.  He  believed  that  the  blisters  of  allopathy  only 
puliated,  but  did  not  cure.  The  absorption  of  many  mediciucs  by  tlie 
skm  was  a  well  known  fiact  in  medicine.  There  was  in  Lancashire  a  wo- 
man who  had  obtained  great  celebrity  in  the  treatment  of  spinal  diseases,  by 
robbing  the  back  with  Ext.  bellad.,  and  it  was  a  common  practice  in  allo- 
pathy to  mb  in  various  alkaloids,  such  as  Atropine,  Aconitum,  Strychnine^ 
sc  ;  he  had  found  Yeratrum  very  useful  in  those  pains  in  the  back  of  the 
neek  for  which  Yeratrum  was  used  endermically  with  benefit,  in  allopathic 
practice. 

Dr.  Epps  had  had  two  cases  of  diabetes,  in  which  Canth.  diminished  the 
sweetness  of  the  urine ;  the  most  agonizing  pains  in  the  bladder  were  re- 
liered  by  Colocynth  and  Cantharis. 

Mr.  Wilson  thought  it  was  a  dangerous  principle  to  select  medicines  in 
▼irtne  of  their  supposed  specific  effect  in  relation  to  one  or  two  symptoms ; 
he  considered  it  savoured  strongly  of  allopathic  nosology.  He  tnought 
that  Dr.  Epps  in  place  of  giving  a  few  symptoms,  should  have  detailed 
minutely  the  whole  of  the  morbid  state  observable  in  each  case  where 
eofi/A.  had  proved  useful.  Dr.  Epps  had  stated  that  he  had  often  found 
that  the  same  remedy  relieved  the  same  symptoms  when  they  recurred  over 
and  over  again ;  Hahnemann's  experience  was  the  reverse  of  this,  for  he 
had  found  that  the  same  symptoms  were  removed  less  and  less  effectually 
by  the  same  medicine  every  time  they  recurred ;  and  in  this  he  was  borne 
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out  by  his  excrllcnt  follower  Hering,  and  also  by  Bonningliaiiseny  wboee 
work  was  a  model  of  homcBOpathic  accaracy. 

Dr.  Epps  observed,  that  if  he  had  given  minute  details  of  every  case  his 
narration  would  have  lasted  till  to-morrow,  and  no  advantage  would  have 
resulted. 

Mr.  Clarke  considered  that  most  of  the  cases  Dr.  Epps  had  adduced 
would  have  been  cured  by  giving  diluents.  Tn  cases  of  suppression  of 
urine  it  was  sometimes  dangerous  to  trust  to  medicines  alone ;  thus  in  the 
case  of  a  woman  recently  confined,  who  passed  her  urine  by  dlrops,  Canth. 
was  given,  but  the  urine  not  being  drawn  off  by  the  catheter,  tne  bladder 
burst. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  thought  that  the  minute  details  required  by  Mr.  Wilson 
would  have  been  out  of  place  on  the  present  occasion  ;  the  advantage  of 
experience  in  homoeopathy  was,  that  it  enabled  us  to  form  in  our  own  mind 
a  pathology,  as  it  were,  of  medicine  and  disease,  and  to  seize  on  the  cha- 
racteristic features  of  the  case  without  requiring  to  go  through  the  mdnfol 
process  of  comparing  every  one  symptom  of  natural  and  medicinal  aisease. 
In  this  point  of  view  the  cases  detailed  by  Dr.  Epps  were  of  great  use,  u 
they  presented  in  a  few  words  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  cases  for 
which  Canth.  was  the  specific.  Mr.  Wilson  had  bestowed  great  praise  on 
Bonninghausen,  but  he  thought  there  was  not  a  greater  generalizer  among 
homoeopathists ;  thus  he  had  actually  proposed  to  present  a  petition  to 
government  praying  for  the  suppression  of  vaccination,  as  he  believed  that 
to  be  a  fertile  source  of  chronic  disease,  and  he  had  found  that  thuja  200 
was  a  perfect  specific  for  small-pox  of  the  most  violent  character,  prevent- 
ing all  pock  marks.  The  symptom  of  Thuja  that  had  led  him  to  give  it 
in  small-pox  was  one  where  it  was  mentioned  that  pustules  like  those  of 
small-pox  had  appeared  on  the  knee. 

Mr.  Wilson  defended  Bonninghausen,  and  pronounced  a  eulogiom  upon 
his  individualizing  talent. 

Dr.  Epps  believed  that  every  medicine  had  its  charncteristlc  pecnliaritiM 
by  which  it  could  be  distinguished  from  all  others,  and  these  were  what  tt 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  know.  In  describing  Pulsatilla  he  would 
commence  with  the  simplest  form  of  gastric  afiection  it  produced,  and 
gradually  proceed  up  to  its  most  complex  gastric  derangements,  just  as  in 
zoolo^  we  went  from  the  slimpcst  zoophyte  up  to  me  most  complez 
organism — man. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  that  every  well  observed  symptom  cured  by  a  pardcnlar 
medicine  becomes  as  important  in  reference  to  that  medicine  as  a  pathoge- 
netic symptom.  Dr.  Epps  had  mentioned  squeezing  pain  in  the  testicles  as 
being  removed  by  Canth.,  he  would  immediately  add  that  symptom  to  the 
pathogenesis  of  Cantharis. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Poisoning  of  Three  Children  with  Camphor, 

By  Dr.  Sohaaf,  of  Strasburg. 

On  Monday,  8th  April  1850,  an  inn-keeper's  wife  at  Neudorf,  near 
Strasburg,  gave  to  her  two  boys,  one  aged  five,  the  other  three  yetnL 
and  to  her  infant  daughter,  aged  eighteen  months,  a  dose  of  powderea 
Camphor,  equivalent  to  about  half  a  teaspoonful  for  each,  the  whole  repre- 
senting about  thirty  grains.  For  several  previous  days  the  same  drug  oad 
been  administered,  but  always  in  smaller  doses,  and  never  on  empty  sto- 
machs. It  was  intended  as  a  vermifuge  for  the  boys,  and  to  remedy  flome 
intestinal  derangement  in  the  girl. 
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The  fint  nnasiial  phenomeDon  which  the  parents  oheerved  after  the 
raUowioff  of  the  drag,  was  an  ezcessiye  paleness  of  the  face,  with  a  fixed 
id  atapid  look.  Presently  there  occurred  a  little  delirium,  and  some  heat 
the  ttiroat  and  thirst  were  complained  of;  next  there  followed  nausea, 
Ttiso,  and  slight  twitchings  of  the  face.  A  little  later  still  there  super- 
sued  vomitings  and  true  convulsions,  with  loss  of  consciousness  more  or 
m  prolonged  and  also  frequent  desire  to  make  water.  Tliis  was  reported 
tne  doctor  on  his  arrival,  which  was  half-an-hour  after  the  Camphor  had 
sen  swallowed.  These  effects  were  manifested  by  all  the  children,  and, 
ith  aome  slight  variations,  in  nearly  equal  degree. 
When  first  introduced  to  the  scene,  Dr.  Schaaf  was  forcibly  struck  by 
le  appearance  of  the  three  litUe  unfortunates,  simultaneously  affected  with 
olent  convulsions,  with  disordered  expression  of  countenance,  livid  aspect, 
id  tormented  with  constant  retchings.  The  oldest  boy,  more  than  the 
Jiers.  was  affected  with  clonic  convulsive  movements,  leaving  between 
lem  intervals  of  a  few  seconds,  sometimes  of  a  minute.  The  arms  were 
are  convulsed  than  the  lower  limbs.  Several  times  the  body  curled  itself 
p  into  a  ball,  and  was  projected  out  again  with  great  activity.  The  author 
id  never  seen  such  an  appearance  before.  Tlie  face  alternately  pale  and 
rid,  was  the  seat  of  incessant  spasmodic  movements.  The  eyelids  in  con- 
ant  agitation,  and  half  closed,  showed  the  eyeballs  turned  upwards  and 
itwards.  There  was  a  little  froth  about  the  teeth,  which  were  firmly 
encbed.  The  skin  appeared  in  general  to  be  pale  and  moist,  and  the  heat 
fsor&ce  diminished.  Sometimes  there  was  complete  loss  of  consciousness, 
t  others  the  boy  recovered  his  senses.  The  respiration  was  short  and 
nsy.  The  pulse  uncountable,  chiefly  from  the  agitation  of  the  body. 
here  was  frequent  retching,  followed  by  vomiting  from  the  remedies  ased, 
id  repeated  discharffcs  from  the  boweb  and  bladder.  The  urine  appeared 
\  Dr.  8.  to  possess  the  odour  of  Camphor,  although  this  was  denied  by 
mie  of  the  bystanders.  The  whole  of  these  phenomena  lasted  with  more 
r  leas  intensity,  for  three  consecutive  hours,  then  there  came  on  a  coma- 
•e  deep,  which  lasted  till  evening.  The  night  was  good,  and  beyond  a 
ttle  discomfort  the  next  morning  showed  no  traces  of  the  violence  of  the 
revioos  day. 

As  regards  the  treatment,  the  author  not  knowing  any  positive  antidote 
r  Camphor,  commenced  by  taking  every  means  for  expelling  the  poison, 
[e  gave  an  emetic,  laxatives,  enemata,  emollient,  oleaginous  and 
ircotiCy— and  afterwards  an  opiate  draught.  In  regard  to  this  lost,  he 
iferred,  that  as  Camphor  has  sometimes  been  emplo^^ea  to  remedy  some  of 
le  symptoms  caused  by  Opium,  the  latter  might  in  its  turn  be  able  to 
ibdoe  the  violent  action  of  the  Camphor.  At  all  events,  the  formidable 
^ptoms  disappeared  under  its  use  with  comparative  rapidity.  It  is  to  be 
anarked  that  the  first  vomiting  did  not  take  place  till  an  hour  after  the 
fallowing  of  the  Camphor,  so  that  there  was  abundant  time  for  its 
biorption.  The  second  boy  presented  tlie  same  symptoms  as  his  brother, 
at  in  a  less  formidable  degree ;  he  vomited  spontaneously  and  at  an 
irlier  period,  to  which  circumstance,  although  feebler  and  vounger  than 
le  other,  he  owed  a  more  speedy  restoration  to  health.  In  fact,  an  hour 
fva  the  commencement  of  the  symptoms,  a  profound  sleep,  accompanied 
y  a  profuse  perspiration,  soon  brought  everything  to  rights. 
The  following  are  the  facts  connected  with  the  nttie  girl,  whose  life  was 
icrificed  to  the  deplorable  mistake  of  her  parents :  She  was  delicate,  and 
l-devdoped  for  her  age,  had  had  a  difficult  dentition,  and  latterly  suf- 
!red  from  an  affection  of  the  respiration  of  rather  severe  character, 
^hich  had  itself  caused  some  convulsive  attacks.  But  more  recentiy  her 
ealth  had  been  restored,  and  the  slight  flatulency  and  want  of  appetite, 
rhich  had  been  the  pretext  for  giving  the  Camphor,  were  quite  unimpor- 
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tant.  This  child  had  been  the  first  to  show  symptoms  of  poisoning.  The 
convulsions  in  her  were  less  violent  than  in  her  elder  brother ;  but  were 
prolonged  without  interruption  fi'om  7  a.  m.  till  2  p.  m.  From  this  period 
they  presented  intermissions  of  greater  or  less  duration ;  but  after  these 
the  recurrences  were  more  violent.  The  peculiarity  in  her  case  was,  that 
in  the  face  they  affected  only  the  right  side ;  but  there  they  manifested 
themselves,  even  when  the  rest  of  the  body  was  unconvulsed,  and  contin- 
ued to  cause  hideous  grimaces  till  the  death  of  the  child,  which  took  place 
at  7  p.  m.  She  never  recovered  consciousness  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  her  illness.  There  were  also  observed  involuntary  evacuations  and 
vomitings,  which,  however,  did  not  come  on  till  a  late  period,  notwith- 
standing the  means  used  to  excite  them ;  and  there  was  also  frequent  dis- 
charge of  urine.  Further,  there  was  a  pallid  countenance,  occasionally 
blue  and  covered  with  cold  sweat;  tne  mouth  slabbered,  the  eyes 
fixed  and  turned  upwards,  the  features  distorted  by  the  spasms,  the 
head  thrown  backwards,  the  respiration  irregular  and  hurried.  Towards 
the  middle  of  the  day  there  were  some  symptoms  of  improvement ;  but 
these  were  deceptive,  violent  convulsions  recurred,  and  the  child  died  in 
one  of  the  paroxysms.  The  treatment  which  had  been  applied  to  the  older 
boy  was  followed  pei-severingly  in  this  case.  With  a  view  to  producing 
powerful  revulsion  towards  the  skin.  Dr.  S.  used  ^general  friction  with 
very  warm  mustard  and  water.  The  application  of  leeches,  which  he  at  one 
time  thought  of  on  account  of  the  convulsions,  was  abondoned,  because 
there  were  no  symptoms  of  congestion  about  the  head,  whilst  the  constant 
agitation  of  the  body  prevented  their  being  applied. 

Dissection  24  hours  after  death. — The  body  generally  was  extremely 
pale ;  the  abdomen  much  distended  by  eases ;  the  mouth  presented  no 
traces  of  redness  or  ulceration  ;  the  stomach  and  all  the  intestual  convolu- 
tions were  extremely  distended.  They  exhaled  a  peculiar  nauseous  odour. 
The  interior  of  the  stomach  showed  no  traces  of  redness,  on  the  contrary, 
both  the  gastric  and  intestinal  mucous  membranes  were  colourless.  There 
were  found  in  these  organs  some  detached  whitish  pellicles,  like  fras- 
ments  of  croupy  false  membranes.  One  loop  of  the  small  intestines,  to  the 
extent  of  about  four  inches,  presented  the  remarkable  appearance  of  em- 
physema existing  at  once  below  both  the  peritoneal  and  mucous  surfaces. 

The  large  blood-vessels  of  the  abdomen  appeared  unusually  empty,  and 
the  liver  and  spleen,  from  their  paleness,  seemed  to  participate  in  their 
deficiency  of  blood.  The  parents  did  not  permit  the  other  cavities  to  be 
exsimmeQ.f^Gazette  Med,  de  Strasburg  in  Revue  MedicO'Chvrurgicaile^ 
July,  1850.  From  Edinburgh  Mont  My  Journal  of  Medical  Menee, 
October,  1850. 
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HOMCEOPATHY. 


LECTURES  ON  THE  HISTORY  OF  MEDICINE. 

By  Dr.  Scott. 


LsoTUBE  1. — Introductory  observations — Earfy  State  of  Medicine 
among  the  Egyptians^  Jews^  Chinese^  Hindoos  and  Greeks  to 
Hippocrates, 


The  design  of  tho  following  lectures  is  to  give  a  concise  but 
oomprehensiye  view  of  tho  past  history^  present  state,  and 
fatme  prospects  of  medical  scieuce;  a  work  of  no  ordinary 
diffiGoIty,  and  one  to  which  we  feel  ourselves  by  no  meaus 
equal,  bat  for  the  assistance  of  those  who  have  preceded  in  the 
same  path,  and  even  thus  far  aided,  we  wish  our  contributions 
to  be  regarded  in  no  higher  light  than  as  suggestions  to  those 
better  fitted  to  do  justice  to  tho  subject,  which  is  not  one  of 
mere  antiquarian  curiosity,  but  of  great  practical  importance — 
for  if  we  would  attain  an  enlarged  and  liberal  view  of  any  subject, 
80  continuously  involved  in  the  progress  of  the  human  race, 
and  emancipate  our  minds  from  the  limitations  of  our  own  age 
and  oiroamstances,  we  must  patiently  incur  the  labour  of 
investigating  its  origin,  and  of  carefully  tracing  it  down  from 
the  in&ncy  of  its  being  to  the  state  in  which  it  reaches  us, 
following  it  in  its  windings  how  distant  soever  they  may  seem  to 
lead  us  firom  the  point  at  which  we  aim.     We  must  lend  an 
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impartial  ear  to  error  as  well  as  to  truth ;  systems  and  theories 
which  to  our  view  may  bear  the  impress  of  inconsistency  must 
be  weighed  as  candidly  as  those  whose  beauty  gains  our  imme- 
diate admiration^  and  whose  truth  forces  itself  upon  our  convic- 
tion. In  no  other  way  shall  we  firee  our  minds  from  the 
influence  of  accidental  circumstances,  and  learn  to  separate  the 
permanent  and  the  certain  from  the  transient  and  the  unstable ; 
so  long  as  we  ''  compare  ourselves  with  ourselves  "  we  shall  do 
no  more  than  flatter  our  own  vanity  and  the  vanity  of  our  age, 
while  our  controversies,  instead  of  beiug  noble  rivalries  in 
search  of  truth,  will  be  trivial  personal  debates  of  no  present 
importance  and  of  no  future  interest ;  we  shall  be  found  claim- 
ing the  honour  of  originality  for  theories  or  practices  much 
older  than  the  oldest  of  our  time,  or  entering  upon  experiments 
to  prove  or  disprove  what  was  settled  long  ago :  thus  wasting 
our  time  at  the  starting  point  instead  of  taking  our  departure 
from  that  stage  of  advancement  to  which  the  labours  and  the 
wisdom  of  our  predecessors  may  have  conducted  the  science 
with  vrfiich  we  may  be  engaged. 

If  there  be  any  subject  to  which  these  remarks  apply  with 
peculiar  emphasis,  it  is  that  of  medicine ;  nor  can  any  medical 
education  be   deemed   complete,  however   accurate  the  views 
imparted,  which  does  not  embrace  this  department,  any  more 
than  the  education  of  the  theologian  can  be  so  esteemed  which 
includes  no  knowledge  of  the  shades  and  phases  of  theologicaL 
doctrine  in  different  ages  of  the  church,  or  the  education  oF 
a  statesman  which  involves  no  acquaintance  with   the  varying^ 
forms  of  government  in  difierent  ages  and  counirieB  of  the 
world. 

Nor  are  such  studies  destitute  of  moral  use ;  they  teach  the 
mortifying  but  wholesome  lesson  of  the  feebleness  and  unsteady 
progress  of  the  human  mind,  in  opposition  to  the  vain  conceit  of 
its  uninterrupted  and  constant  advancement,  which  would  entitle 
each  age  to  regard  itself  as  at  the  highest  point  of  an  ascen- 
ding scale ;  a  lesson  peculiarly  urgent  upon  the  present  time, 
when  there  is  so  much  to  foster  such  a  sentiment,  but  which, 
nevertheless,  is  not  free  from  the  censure  of  Lord  Bacon,  that 
*'  the  supposition  of  the  sufficiency  of  man's  mind  hall)  lost  the 


on  the  History  of  Medicine.  355 

means  thereof,"  nor  beyond  the  coungel  of  St.  Augustine, 
"man  must  not  blush  to  confess  he  knows  not  what  he  does 
not  know,  lest  while  he  feigns  that  he  knoweth,  he  brings  on 
himself  never  to  know."  They  are  also  important  practically, 
finr  by  means  of  them  we  become  acquainted  with  remedial 
measores  which  time  and  fashion  have  thrown  into  oblivion  ; 
we  are  more  likely  to  discover  the  principle,  in  virtue  of  which 
all  snch  measures  are  effectual,  that  common  relation  between 
medicines  and  diseases  which  constitutes  the  appropriateness  of 
one  to  the  other;  and  we  shall  be  fortified  against  the  fascina- 
tion of  ingenious  but  baseless  theories,  by  observing  the  fleet- 
ing character  of  those  which  have  passed  successively  through 
the  ordeal  of  time  and  experience. 

Nor  is  it  merely  to  the  professional  student  that  a  review  of 
the  history  of  medicine  presents  points  of  interest;  for  the 
state  of  medical  science  has  always  been  in  some  degree  an 
index  of  the  state  of  philosophy  in  general,  and  of  the  direction 
in  which  the  human  mind  is  advancing.  Thus  in  a  period 
chazacterized  by  mysticism  we  shall  find  the  practice  of  medicine 
associated  with  magic,  with  mysterious  rites,  with  forms  and 
deremonies,  fitted  to  impress  the  mind  with  awe,  solemnity, 
or  confidence,  greater  than  is  warranted  by  the  means  employed; 
we  shall  have  spiritual  theories  and  metaphysical  speculations; 
while  in  an  age  tending  to  materialism  and  binding  itself  down 
to  naked  facts,  we  shall  find  experiment  regarded  as  the  great 
testy  that  which  may  be  seen  and  handled  the  only  admitted 
Imsis  for  that  which  may  be  done :  and  even  these  material 
systems  will  be  modified  by  the  predominant  form  of  material 
investigation,  mechanical,  chemical,  or  anatomical.  For  the 
natnze  of  the  physicians  studies  and  engagements  is  such  as 
OBunently  to  fit  him  to  be  the  link  between  the  past  and  the 
fiitare,  and  therefore  the  type  of  the  present,  because  they 
involve  a  larger  acquaintance  than  those  of  any  other  profession 
with  the  various  branches  of  knowledge ;  he,  therefore,  imbibes 
the  spirit  of  the  past  while  he  cultivates  its  learning  and  appro- 
priates its  stores,  and  he  impresses  the  future  with  his  own 
spirit  while  he  transmits  his  acquirements  to  posterity.  He  is 
also  in  practice  brought  into  intimate   contact  with  minds  of 
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every  cost,  and  thus  of  necessity  and  anoonBcionsly  he  modifies 
the  results  of  his  retired  studies  by  the  influence  of  men 
engaged  in  every  form  of  active  or  speculative  pursuit. 

It  is  not  easy  in  a  subject  of  this  kind  to  adopt  any  method 
or  classification  which  shall  be  wholly  unobjectionable^  or  in 
every  respect  the  best;  for  the  history  of  a  science  is  not 
conveyed  by  an  enumeration  of  the  names  of  those  who  have 
engaged  in  its  cultivation,  but  rather  by  an  exposition  of  the 
ideas  that  have  been  entertained  concerning  it  in  the  different 
ages  of  the  world,  and  of  the  changes  it  has  undergone  in  its 
progress  from  the  earliest  stage  to  that  at  which  we  find  it 
Three  methods  at  least  might  be  proposed,  each  having  a  claim 
for  preference.     I.  The  chronological,  presenting  a  view  of  the 
state  of  medicine  in  successive  periods  of  time,  without  any 
special  regard  to   the  mutual  relations  of  medical  theories. 
II.  The  physiological,  which  should  consider  the  various  schools 
of  medicine  according  to  their  physiological  doctrines,  and,  in 
particular,  in  reference  to  the  power  to  which  the  physician 
ought  to  address  his  remedies,  which  might  be  subdivided  into : 
1.  The  spiritual   school,  which  represents  the  whole   animal 
economy  as  under  tho  guidance  of  a  power  distinct  firom  itsdf, 
called  by  Hippocrates,  (Putnct  by  SuHbl,  4/u%if,  by  Paracelsus, 
Ofx^lf  and  by  Hahnemann,  the  vital  dynamism.     2.  The  animal 
school,  which,  without  going  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  actual 
animal,  finds  in  the  mere  fact  of  vitality  a  power  distinguishing 
every  living  body  from  every  inanimate  to  such  a  degree  as,  to 
a  certain  extent,  to  remove  the  living  from  the  laws  to  which 
the  inanimate  are  subject,  of  which  Haller's  doctrine  of  inita- 
bility  may  be  considered  the  type.     3.  The  material,  snbdividecL 
into :  a.  the  chemical,  which  builds  the  theory  of  disease^  an^ 
consequent  treatment,  on  the  principles  of  chemistry,  of  whiols. 
Paracelsus  may  be  regarded  as  the  founder,  though  not  the  type^ 
and,  b.  the  mechanical,  which  regards  the  animal  economy  as 
strictly  under  the   laws   of  mechanics.     III.    The   practical^ 
founded  on  the  principles  adopted  as  the  guide  to  praotioe  in 
different  schools,    of   which   there    may  be  reckoned    three- 
1.  The  dogmatic,  or  pathological,  regulating  praotioe  by  the 
theory  of  disease.     2.   The  empirical,  which,  laying  aside  all 


OH  the  History  of  Medicine,  367 

theory,  adopteid  experience  as  the  only  guide.  3.  The  homoDo- 
pathic,  ^rhich  regards  the  ascertained  pathogenetic  effects  of 
substances  as  the  guide  to  their  application  in  disease.  Of  this 
Hahnemann  is  the  founder  and  the  type.  Of  these  methods  we 
purpose  to  adopt  the  chronological  as  the  basis  of  our  review, 
and,  when  completed,  to  present  the  various  leading  theories  or 
schools  that  may  have  passed  under  our  notice,  in  their  mutual 
relations,  which  appears  to  us  the  most  likely  way  to  secure  the 
adYantages  of  all  these  methods;  and  the  following  divisions 
may  be  regarded  as  our  chief  resting  places.  1.  From  the 
earliest  period  to  the  Greek  school  as  matured  by  Hippocrates. 
2.  The  Oreek  school  extending  from  Hippocrates  to  Galen. 
8.  The  continuance  of  that  school  in  what  may  be  called  its 
twilight,  when  medical  science  shared  the  fate  of  all  learning. 
'4.  The  Arabian  school.  5.  The  Italian  school,  of  which  we 
may  regard  the  school  of  Salemum  as  the  commencement. 
6.  The  most  distinguished  but  unclassified  names  of  later  date, 
«8  Paracelsus,  Harvey,  Haller,  Brown,  Gullen,  Broussais,  &c. 
And,  7.  Hahnemann,  which  will  lead  to  an  exposition  of  the 
Homceopathic  School  of  Medicine, — its  origin,  progress,  present 
state,  future  prospects,  difficulties,  defects. 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  first  man  must  have  been  the 
first  physician,  for  the  evils  to  which  he  was  exposed  must  have 
led  to  efforts  at  their  relief,  and  all  means  employed  for  this 
purpose  may  be  regarded  as  medicinal.  But  that  a  still  more  defi- 
nite practice  of  medicine  is  of  a  very  remote  antiquity  is  indicated 
by  its  invention  being  ascribed  to  the  gods,  from  which  we 
learn  not  merely  that  it  was  held  in  high  respect,  but  also  that 
the  date  of  its  commencement  is  earlier  than  that  of  written 
history  or  authentic  oral  tradition.  ''The  art  of  medicine," 
says  Cicero,  ''  has  been  regarded  as  the  sacred  invention  of  the 
immortal  gods."  {Tusc,  Quas,  Lib,  3.)  "  Those,"  says  Hip- 
pocrates, "  who  first  discovered  the  method  of  curing  diseases 
have  considered  it  an  art  worthy  to  be  ascribed  to  the  invention 
of  God;"  (De prised  medicind;)  and  the  names  of  the  origi- 
nators of  this  science  are  actually  enumerated  among  the  Gods; 
an  honour  which  I  think  was  granted  to  none  whose  period  was 
not  prior  to  authentic  history.   Thus,  Bacchus,  king  of  Assyria, 
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Lybia,  and  India,  has  by  some  been  considered  the  anthor  of 
medicine,  whether  from  the  introduction  of  any  purely  medicinal 
substance,  or  from  having  first  taught  the  use  of  wine,  is  not 
agreed.  {Plutarch,  Sympos,  lab.  8,  Qu€Bst,  1.)  Hammon 
reckoned  among  the  first  dynasty  of  Egyptian  kings,  probably 
the  sanie  as  Ham  the  son  of  Noah,  has  received  the  same  honour ; 
likewise  Zoroaster,  king  of  the  Baotrians,  supposed  to  be 
cotemporary  with  Ninus,  king  of  Assyria,  but  by  some  con- 
sidered to  be  the  same  as  Ham ;  to  whom  is  also  assigned  the 
invention  of  magic,  though  perhaps  medicine  is  intended  by 
this  term.  And  the  same  honour  we  shall  find  asoribed  to 
most  of  those  names  associated  with  the  earliest  history  of 
nations,  in  whose  character  and  achievements  the  human  and 
the  divine  are  generally  found  to  blend. 

We  shall  begin  our  review  with  an  account  of  the  state  of 
medicine  among  the  Egyptians.  Among  the  earliest  and  most 
revered  names  in  the  Egyptian  mythology  are  those  of  Osiris 
and  Isis,  a  king  and  queen  of  that  country,  whose  great 
benefits  and  remote  antiquity  occasioned  their  being  obscured 
by  mythological  allegories.  For  under  these  names  appear  to 
have  been  typified  the  sun  and  moon,  natural  bodies  exerting 
much  influence  on  the  physical  state  of  man,  while  in  virtue  of 
the  actual  introduction  or  improvement  of  medical  science  (as 
well  as  other  benefits)  those  sovereigns  were  included  among 
the  deities,  and  patients  were  enjoined  to  sleep  in  the  temple  of 
Isis  that  a  knowledge  of  an  appropriate  remedy  might  be 
revealed  to  them  in  a  dream ;  a  custom  in  which  may  be 
traced  some  analogy  with  certain  processes  of  recent  times. 
From  Isis  was  transmitted  the  knowledge  of  medicine  to  her 
son  Horus,  regarded  by  Diodorus  as  the  same  as  Apollo  among 
the  Greeks,  another  instance  of  blending  the  actual  traditions 
of  human  science  with  the  physical  operations  of  the  sun.  In 
this  enumeration  we  must  not  omit  the  name  of  Thot,  Thouth, 
Hermes,  or  Mercury  Trismegistus,  supposed  to  be  cotempo- 
rary  with,  and  by  some  the  same  as  Canaan  the  grandson  of 
Noah,  and  by  others  Tubal  Cain.  The  name  has  been  variously 
derived  from  the  Egyptian  word,  signifying  a  column,  from  his 
having   engraved  his   knowledge   on  a  column,  or  from  the 
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10  word  rignifying  kead^  as  the  seat  of  intelligence.  To 
has  been  ascribed  the  art  of  writing,  arithmetic^  geometry, 
astronomy*  mnsioj  laws  and  religious  ceremonies,  the  cultivation 
of  the  olive ;  also  the  invention  of  surgical  instruments,  and 
many  books  on  medicine,  whose  authority  was  held  to  be 
paramount,  and  by  the.  precepts  of  which  every  physician  was 
boond  to  r^^late  his  practice  on  his  own  personal  responsibility 
for  at  least  five  days  of  treatment.  Clement  of  Alexandria  goes 
so  fitur  as  to  say  that  there  were  forty-two  principal  books  of 
Hermes,  six  of  which  belonged  to  medicine;  the  1st,  treieiting 
of  the  construction  of  the  body ;  the  2nd,  of  diseases ;  the  3rd, 
of  neoessary  instruments ;  the  4th,  of  medicines;  the  5th,  of 
diseases  of  the  eye;  the  6th,  of  diseases  of  women.  It  is  not 
Tory  likely,  however,  that  at  so  early  a  date  as  the  earliest 
asrigned  to  Hermes,  the  science  should  have  assumed  so 
definite  a  character  as  is  implied  in  this  classification ;  it  is 
more  probable  that  the  works  were  those  of  the  Egyptian 
prieets  who  employed  his  name  to  invest  them  with  greater 
aaiiotity.  There  was  also  an  Egyptian  ^sculapius  distinct 
from  and  prior  to  the  Grecian.  To  one  of  this  name,  according 
to  Cicero,  has  been  ascribed  the  invention  of  the  probe  and  the 
art  of  bandaging ;  and  to  another  the  use  of  purgatives  and  the 
extraction  of  teeth. 

The  practice  of  medicine  was  carried  on  by  the  priests,  to  whom 
it  belonged  to  appease  the  anger  of  the  gods,  the  principal  cause 
of  disease :  its  characteristic  features  are  little  known,  further 
than  that  the  prophets  or  superior  priests  gave  the  prognosis 
while  the  inferior  priests  treated  the  patients  according  to  the 
roles  of  Hermes.  They  were  very  strict  in  diet  and  regimen. 
The  priests  themselves  observed  scrupulous  attention  and  clean- 
linees  and  even  to  the  material  of  their  dress,  which  might  not 
be  woollen,  but  must  be  either  Unen  or  cotton ;  some  affected 
the  delicacy  and  even  dress  of  females ;  their  nourishment  was 
confined  to  vegetables  and  to  such  animals  as  were  sufficiently 
pure  to  be  offered  in  sacrifice;  £at  was  forbidden,  and  all  oil 
exoept  that  of  the  olive;  also  certain  vegetables,  as  onions. 
This  strictness  of  regimen,  though  specially  obligatory  on  the 
priests,  was  with  some  license  extended  to  the  people,  and  even 
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to  the  kings,  Qnd  the  most  ordinary  performanoes  ware  regula- 
ted with  the  greatest  formality,  iiiTolying  the  monthly  empby- 
ment  of  purgatives  and  emetics.  Their  diet  was  simple  in 
quality  and  moderate  in  quantity,  and  aooordingly  the  Egyp- 
tians were  distinguished  for  their  healthy  condition,  and  it  has 
been  remarked  that  it  is  rare  to  find  mummies  in  which  the 
teeth  arc  either  wanting  or  decayed.  To  different  physicians 
were  appropriated  the  cure  of  different  maladies— «8  those  of  the 
eye  to  one,  of  the  teeth  to  another,  of  the  stomach  to  a  third, 
&c.  Of  their  medicines  we  know  but  little;  further  than  that 
they  employed  squill  in  dropsy,  and  an  oxide  of  iron;  whether 
they  had  any  chemical  knowledge  is  uncertain;  dieir  oonstant 
practice  of  embalming  the  dead  has  led  to  the  supposition  that 
they  must  have  made  considerable  advancement  in  anatomy, 
and  have  become  free  from  any  superstitious  fear  of  doing 
violence  to  the  dead;  it  should  appear  without  foundation,  for 
so  powerful  was  this  prejudice  that  the  person  whose  offioe  was 
to  make  the  first  incision  in  preparing  the  body  for  embalming, 
instantly  fled  after  having  performed  his  task,  and  was  pursued 
with  stones  by  the  bystanders ;  in  short,  though  performing  a 
duty  necessary  to  the  suitable  and  honourable  treatment  of  the 
dead,  he  was  looked  upon  as  litUe  better  than  an  exeoutioner, 
and  it  is  plain  that  while  such  feelings  existed  little  progress 
could  be  made  in  anatomy. 

From  the  Egyptians  we  may  proceed  to  consider  the  state  of 
medicine  among  the  Jews.  Whatever  amount  of  medical  know- 
ledge had  been  attained  by  the  Egyptians  at  the  time  of  the 
departure  of  the  Israelites  from  that  land  of  bondage  we  may 
fairly  suppose  to  have  been  carried  with  them,  since  their  leader 
Moses  was  skilled  in  all  Egyptian  learning,  but  in  the  Penta- 
teuch we  find  no  allusion  to  the  practice  of  medicine  as  a  merely 
human  science  or  profession.  The  healing  of  certain  diseases 
was  accomplished  by  rites  performed  by  the  priests,  but  thesa 
diseases  implied  a  ceremonial  impurity,  the  cleansing  of  which 
naturally  devolved  upon  them.  Of  means  physically  remedial 
we  have  scarcely  any  intimation ;  but  certain  diseases  are  des- 
cribed with  a  degree  of  accuracy  which  bos  secured  the  com- 
mendation of  eminent  physicians  of  the  most  recent  date ;  and 
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there  appeara  some  probability  that  Moses  had  acquired  from 
the  Egyptians  the  knowledge  of  some  chemical  processes  with 
which  we  are  unacquainted,  as  the  pulyerisation  of  gold. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  Chinese  are  found  the  names  of 
those  who  were  distinguished  for  medical  knowledge,  but  their 
chronology  is  proverbially  doubtful.  Conningo  or  Ghinnum, 
who  succeeded  Fohi  the  founder  of  their  monarchy,  made 
several  experiments  to  discover  the  nature  of  plants,  and 
Hobangti  his  successor,  whoso  works,  real  or  supposititious,  are 
still  followed  as  authoritative,  is  said  to  have  lived  4000  years 
ago.  They  are  said  to  possess  many  ''works  of  high  authority, 
in  which  the  opinions,  practice,  and  prescriptions,  of  the  respec- 
tive authors  are  clearly  and  systematically  arranged.  The 
charaoterisdc  hypothesis  of  most  of  these  works  is,  that  every 
disease  acts  successively  upon  the  heart,  the  liver,  the  lungs, 
and  the  kidneys ;  that  the  crisis  of  the  disorder  is  occasioned 
by  its  transition  from  one  of  these  organs  to  the  other ;  and 
that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  to  be  able  to  distinguish  the 
fit  stage  for  attacking  it  by  direct  remedies,  arresting  its  pro- 
gress, or  merely  changing  its  course  in  order  to  weaken  it,  and 
lastly,  to  determine  when  a  crisis  is  to  be  hastened  or  retarded, 
or  when  the  cure  should  be  left  entirely  to  nature."  Vital  heat 
which  resides  in  the  intestines,  radical  moisture  which  resides 
in  the  heart,  lungs,  liver,  and  kidneys,  constitute  the  two 
natural  principles  of  life,  of  which  the  blood  and  spirits  are  the 
vehicles.  They  compared  the  body  to  a  stringed  instrument 
whose  various  parts  emit  various  sounds,  and  the  basis  of  their 
practice  rests  on  the  hypothesis  of  a  general  consent  or  sympa- 
thy subsisting  between  all  parts  of  the  body.  They  date  the 
origin  of  small-pox  much  earlier  than  any  accounts  that  we  pos- 
sess of  that  disease,  and  they  practised  inoculation  long  before 
it  was  introduced  into  Europe,  and  made  observations  on  the 
fieillibility  of  that  prophylactic,  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  a 
repetition  of  the  natural  small-pox — facts  which  still  engage 
the  attention  of  the  physician.  The  circulation  of  the  blood  is 
said  to  have  been  known  in  China  before  being  proved  by 
Harvey  to  European  physicians.   It  is  certain  that  the  attention 
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to  the  Tarieties  of  the  pulse  was  most  minate.     They  are 
opposed  to  the  practice  of  bleeding  and  purging. 

The  Hindoos  are  known  to  trace  their  origin  and  civilizatioQ 
to  a  very  early  period,  and,  laying  aside  all  doubtful  calcula- 
tions, it  is  likely  that  they  are  not  more  recent  than  the 
Egyptians  and  the  Jews.  What  may  have  been  their  medical 
theory  and  practice  in  the  early  ages  of  their  history  does  not 
appear,  but  considering  the  small  tendency  to  change  that  is 

« 

found  in  the  habits  of  Eastern  nations,  it  is  likely  that  much 
more  recent  and  even  present  accounts  may  a£ford  a  tolerably 
fair  criterion  of  their  early  state.  Their  learned  order  was  and 
still  is  the  Brahmin's;  besides  these,  Clement  of  Alexandria 
informs  us,  they  had  another  order  called  Samaneans  who  were 
again  subdivided  into  hylobians  and  physicians.  The  first,  as 
their  name  imports,  resided  in  the  woods ;  the  latter  lived  a 
very  temperate  and  simple  life ;  their  food  consisting  of  rice 
and  flour,  and  their  treatment  being  chiefly  by  diet  and  external 
application.  They  practised  medicine  under  the  observation  of 
certain  magistrates  appointed  for  the  purpose.  It  was  forbidden, 
on  pain  of  death,  to  announce  the  discovery  of  a  poison  unless 
the  discoverer  could  likewise  declare  its  antidote,  in  which  case 
he  was  treated  with  great  honour.  Their  medical  practice  was 
much  influenced  by  their  theological  and  philosophical  doctrines. 
Viewing  the  body  of  man  as  the  prison  of  the  soul  and  the 
creation  of  the  evil  principle,  they  held  also  that  all  diseases 
were  the  work  of  evil  geniuses,  and  could  be  cured  only  by  their 
expulsion :  hence  the  art  of  medicine  consisted  greatly  in  the 
knowledge  and  performance  of  those  magical  rites  by  which 
this  influence  might  be  destroyed,  and  thus  was  founded  the 
theurgic  school  of  medicine  afterwards  diffiised  through  India» 
Persia,  Syria,  and  Egypt.  The  Brahmin  physicians  of  the 
present  day,  it  is  said,  aim  at  no  advancement,  but  are  content 
to  transmit  the  science  to  their  children  as  they  received  it  from 
their  fathers.  Their  pathology  is  conftised  and  their  practice 
superstitious.  They  in  general  reject  bleeding,  but  employ 
caustics  and  scarifications :  they  pay  minute  attention  to  the 
pulse,  watching  narrowly  at  the  same  time  the  face   of  the 
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patients,  conceiving  that  each  change  of  the  pulse  occasions 
a  change  in  the  features.  They  are  said  to  remove  the  marks 
of  small-pox  by  an  ointment  unknown  to  Europeans,  and  to 
poBsess  a  secret  remedy  against  the  bite  of  venomous  serpents. 

Between  the  Egyptian  ^sculapius  of  whom  we  have  spoken 
and  the  Grecian  ^sculapius,  it  is  said  that  nearly  eleven 
centuries  intervened,  viz.,  from  near  the  time  of  the  deluge  to 
that  of  the  Argonautic  expedition,  in  which  the  latter  took  a 
part  about  fifty  years  before  the  siege  of  Troy,  at  which  his 
sons  were  present.  In  all  the  interval  we  find  few  hints  of 
medical  science.  Among  the  early  Oreeks,  as  well  as  other 
nnoultivated  nations,  the  healing  of  diseases  was  associated  with 
the  sacred  office,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  art  itself  was 
brought  over  with  the  leaders  of  the  early  colonies  from  Egypt, 
Phosnioia,  and  Asia  Minor.  About  the  time  of  the  departure 
of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt  a  colony  of  priests  under  Deuca- 
lion, called  Guretes,  from  Mount  Caucasus  and  the  neighbouring 
districts,  established  themselves  in  Greece,  and  soon  after 
another  colony  called  Cabin,  under  Cadmus,  came  from  Fhoe- 
nioia.  It  is  uncertain  in  what  consisted  the  exact  difference 
between  these  two  classes.  They  introduced  the  worship  of 
Cybele  and  Bacchus.  Of  the  race  of  Curetes  was  Orpheus, 
who  has  been  regarded  as  the  founder  of  religious  ceremonies, 
mysteries,  poetry  and  medicine ;  but  the  accounts  of  him  are 
so  mingled  with  fable  as  to  afford  very  little  clue  to  his  real 
performances.  The  like  may  be  said  of  Musoeus.  A  less 
mystical  character  is  Melampus  of  Argos,  a  poet,  a  soothsayer, 
a  shepherd,  and  a  physician ;  a  combination  of  offices  not  very 
usual  in  the  present  day,  but  by  no  means  unnatural  in  the 
earlier  periods  of  the  world :  indeed  his  own  occupation  as 
a  shepherd  led  to  his  skill  as  a  physician,  for  having  observed 
the  effects  of  hellebore  on  goats  which  had  eaten  it,  he  em- 
ployed that  substance,  or  the  milk  of  the  goats  affected  by  it, 
in  the  treatment  of  human  maladies,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
observe  that  the  perniciout  properties  of  substances  were  those 
which  led  to  their  being  regarded  as  medicinal.  Among  the 
most  remarkable  of  his  cures  was  that  of  the  daughters  of 
Proetus,  who,  being  affected  with  leprosy  and  insanity  (as  seems 
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probable  from  Hesiod),  fancied  themselves  changed  into  cows, 
and  filled  the  country  with  their  cries.  In  their  core  he  em- 
ployed the  white  hellebore,  and  by  chasing  them  £rom  place 
to  place  excited  perspiration  by  violent  exercise.  By  these  and 
other  means  united  to  religious  rites  they  were  restored  to 
health,  and  one  of  them  was  in  gratitude  conferred  on  Melam- 
pus,  a  hberal  but  somewhat  questionable  fee.  In  his  general 
practice  he  adopted  the  use  of  charms  and  verses,  and  various 
superstitious  usages.  He  employed  iron  as  a  remedy  for 
storility,  a  substance  which  Dioscorides  observes  occasions 
sterility. 

Chiron  the  Centaur,  a  native  of  Thessaly,  is  said  to  have 
lived  about  1200  years  B.C.  The  monstrous  form  under  which 
ho  is  represented  is  explained  either  by  the  fact  of  his  country- 
men having  been  the  first  to  subdue  horses  to  the  use  of  man, 
and  therefore  being  supposed  by  those  who  first  saw  them 
mounted  to  constitute  one  animal;  or  from  his  uniting  the 
practice  of  human  and  veterinary  surgery.  To  him  is  ascribed 
great  advancement  in  the  knowledge  of  medicine,  particularly 
the  introduction  of  certain  herbs  and  medicines  for  the  cure  of 
wounds  and  ulcers.  He  was  entrusted  with  the  education  of 
most  of  the  remarkable  heroes  and  demigods  of  his  time,  of 
whom  it  is  sufficient  to  name  Jason,  whose  name  seems  to 
indicate  his  skill,  Theseus,  Telamon,  Teucer,  Achilles,  Hercules, 
^sculapius,  AristcBus,  king  of  Arcadia.  In  the  beautiful 
tragedy  of  Alcestis  wc  perhaps  have  an  allegorical  tradition  of 
the  medical  skill  of  Hercules,  as  well  as  in  several  of  his  well 
know  "labours.'*  But  the  most  distinguished  was  .^Isculapius, 
who,  according  to  Galen,  first  brought  medicine  to  perfection — 
curing  all  sorts  of  ulcers,  wounds,  fevers  and  pains,  by  means 
of  enchantments,  potions,  incisions,  external  applications,  musio 
and  gymnastic  exercises :  and  he  is  said  by  Hyginus  to  havo 
introduced  clinical  medicine,  or  the  practice  of  visiting  patients 
in  bed,  in  opposition  to  that  of  disposing  of  medicines  in  fairs  or 
markets.  His  sons  Fodalirius  and  Machaon  are  expressly  men- 
tioned by  Homer  as  surgeons  at  the  siege  of  Troy,  and  of 
Podalirius  we  learn  in  addition,  that  he  cured  Syma,  the 
daughter  of  Damcethus,  king  of  Caria,  who  had  fallen  from  her 
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horae^  by  bleeding  her  in  each  arm,  the  first  recorded  instance  of 
this  operation,  and  that  he  received  for  his  reward  the  hand  of 
bis  fair  patient  with  the  Chersonese  as  her  dowry. 

It  is  most  natural  to  suppose  that  surgery  formed  the  larger 
part  of  practice  in  early  times,  the  great  occupation  of  men 
being  war>  and  their  method  of  life  simple  and  healthy.  And 
it  is  a  little  curious  to  observe  that  Homer  represents  all  the 
eflbrts  used  against  the  plague  as  of  a  religious  character,  but 
those  against  wounds  as  of  a  surgical  character.  Yet  we  are 
scarcely  authorized  to  suppose  that  iEsculapius  confined  his 
attention  to  such  cases,  still  less  to  maintain  with  Plato  that  he 
designedly  withheld  assistance  from  those  who  required  a 
lenthened  constitutional  treatment,  that  he  might  not  prolong 
an  existence  painful  to  the  individual  and  useless  to  the  state. 
We  have  already  seen  that  other  cases  than  surgical  were 
treated  successfully  by  internal  means,  and  indeed  it  may  be 
observed  that  the  use  of  purgatives,  though  ascribed  to  ^scula- 
pins  by  Cicero,  existed  long  before  his  time,  while  bleeding,  a  com- 
mon operation  in  surgery,  was  not  mentioned  till  the  time  of  his 
son,  though  of  course  it  may  have  existed  at  an  earlier  period.  The 
use  of  purgatives  may  have  been  suggested  in  the  manner  above 
described,  by  the  observation  of  their  action  on  inferior  animals, 
or  by  the  favourable  termination  of  some  maladies  on  the 
ocenrrenoe  of  diarrhoea,  whereas  spontaneous  bleeding  is  com- 
paratively rare,  and  its  artificial  production  is  to  a  certain 
degree  repulsive  and  violent 

In  the  early  ages  of  the  world  the  practice  of  medicine  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  confined  to  the  male  sex.  Not  to 
dwell  on  certain  female  deities  who  were  supposed  to  preside 
over  various  departments  of  the  healing  art,  several  women  may 
be  mentioned  who  have  earned  renown  by  their  skill.  Angitia, 
daughter  of  ^eta,  king  of  Colchis,  is  said  to  have  taught  the 
charming  of  serpents,  and  to  have  extracted  some  poisons  from 
plants ;  and  even  her  name  is  by  some  derived  from  her  having 
cured  some  persons  of  angina  or  sore  throat  She  has  been 
supposed  to  be  the  same  as  Medea,  whose  fabled  power  of 
restoring  youth  may  have  been  due  to  her  possessing  some 
means  of  preventing  the  hair  becoming  grey,  or  of  restoring  its 
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darker  coloar ;  and  her  employing  warm  baths  may  have  gained 
her  the  reputation  of  boiling  her  patients,  and  the  death  of 
Pelias  she  may  have  hastened  perhaps  by  a  misapplication  or 
excessive  use  of  this  very  process,  without  incurring  justly  the 
odium  which  classical  tradition  has  attached  to  her  name. 
Circe,  her  sister,  shared  her  reputation  as  a  sorceress,  and  no 
doubt  the  effect  of  many  medicines  on  the  mind  and  body  of 
the  patient  might  give  some  sanction  to  the  fabled  transforma- 
tions of  Circe's  cup.  And  the  beautiful  Helen  fascinated  not 
merely  by  her  personal  charms,  but  soothed  all  pain  and  grief 
by  the  use  of  nepenthes,  perhaps  the  poppy.  Enone,  her  rival 
in  beauty,  was  her  rival  also  in  medicine,  and  perhaps  the  better 
skilled,  since  the  death  of  Paris  is  ascribed  to  the  want  of 
her  aid. 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  these  early  benefactors  of  man- 
kind, temples  were  raised  to  their  honour,  and  being  supposed 
still  interested  in  the  pursuits  which  they  followed  during  hfe, 
these  temples  became  the  resort  of  those  whose  sufferings 
required  relief.  To  ^sculapius  were  raised  many  temples,  the 
principal  being  those  of  Peloponnesus,  of  Epidaurus,  of  Cos, 
of  Megalopolis  in  Arcadia,  of  Pergamos  in  Asia  Minor;  of 
these  that  of  Epidaurus  was  the  most  renowned  at  first,  though 
perhaps  the  temple  of  Cos  rivalled  it  in  later  times.  Into  these 
sanctuaries  none  might  enter  unpurified,  and  into  the  most 
sacred  parts  of  some,  none  but  the  priests.  They  were  erected 
in  situations  calculated  to  promote  health  by  their  locality, 
exposed  to  the  breezes  from  the  mountain  and  the  sea,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  pure  and  salutary  streams,  sometimes 
within  reach  of  mineral  springs.  Within  were  kept  the  statues 
of  the  presiding  divinity,  rendered  more  imposing  by  the 
addition  of  mystical  symbols.  The  statue  of  iBscuIapius  at 
Epidaurus  represented  him  either  erect  or  seated  on  a  throne, 
having  a  staff  in  one  hand,  a  serpent's  head  in  the  other^  and  a 
dog  stretched  at  liis  feet ;  but  the  form  of  the  god  and  of  the 
attendant  animals  is  not  uniform ;  bis  most  constant  attendant 
is  the  serpent,  of  which  a  particular  species  was  consecrated  to 
iEscuIapius,  perhaps  to  indicate  the  great  degree  of  sagacity 
requisite  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  or  that  the  powers  of 
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aaedioine  enabled  the  patient  to  renew  his  strength  as  the 
serpent  renews  his  skin.  Nor  were  serpents  employed  only  in 
effigy;  they  were  kept  as  sacred  animals  in  some  of  the  temples 
of  iBscolapius^  and  their  manner  of  taking  food  was  often  used 
as  an  assistance  in  forming  a  prognosis.  The  knotted  staff  may 
indicate  the  difficulties  of  the  practice^  or  that  medicine  is  to 
the  invalid  as  a  staff  to  the  feeble. 

The  treatment  of  patients  in  these  temples  was  well  calculated 
to  impress  the  imagination.  After  due  purification,  including 
several  days  of  abstinence,  more  or  less  rigid,  they  were  led  to 
the  temple^  where  they  were  told  of  various  cures  already 
wrought,  where  they  saw  the  votive  inscriptions,  and  offered 
the  appropriate  sacrifice,  with  earnest  prayers  repeated  after  a 
priest,  frequently  in  the  form  of  a  hymn  accompanied  with 
instrumental  music.  Before  hearing  the  response  of  the  oracle 
they  bathed,  were  subjected  to  friction,  to  anointing,  and  some- 
times to  fumigation ;  they  slept  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
temple,  or  in  the  temple  itself,  expecting  an  answer  in  a  dream, 
which  generally  recommended  a  simple  and  innocuous  medicine, 
abstinence,  bathing,  mystic  ceremonies,  or  gentle  laxatives,  but 
sometimes  more  violent  means.  Any  failure  in  the  remedy 
was  generally  ascribed  to  want  of  faith  or  submission  in  the 
patient.  The  explanation  of  the  dreams  was  the  office  of  the 
priests,  who  were  also  in  some  cases  the  dreamers.  After  a 
cure  the  patient  made  offerings  to  the  deity  and  presents  to  the 
priests;  sometimes  tablets  were  engraved  containing  the  name 
of  the  patient,  his  disease,  and  his  remedy.  New  remedies  and 
newly  invented  surgical  instruments  were  deposited  in  the  tem- 
ples, and  periodical  games  and  feasts  celebrated  the  honour  of 
the  god. 

The  history  of  medicine  presents  nearly  a  total  blank  from 
the  time  of  the  Trojan  war  almost  to  that  of  the  Peloponnesian 
war,  when  the  science  was  restored  by  Hippocrates,  or,  accor- 
ding to  Gelsus,  about  eighty  years  earlier,  in  the  time  of 
Pythagoras,  when  the  love  of  letters  and  the  pursuit  of  philoso- 
phy, "  so  profitable  for  the  mind  and  so  injurious  to  the  body" 
(Celsus),  led  to  the  revival  of  medicine.     What  may  be  the 
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cause  of  this  hiatus  it  is  not  easy  to  say ;  perhaps  it  may  be 
owing  to  the  want  of  historians  or  poets  to  record  its  progress. 

The  descendants  of  iBscuIapius^  called  Asclepiadee^  are  said 
to  have  retained  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  medicine  in  their 
family  without  interruption;  but  of  them  little  is  known  till  we 
come  to  Hippocrates,  the  seventeenth  or  eighteenth  in  descent 
He  was  of  the  family  of  Nebrus,  himself  eminent  in  medicine  and 
the  founder  of  the  family  of  Nebrides.  Among  the  descendantB 
of  iEsculapius  there  were  three  schools,  of  Rhodes,  of  Ooe,  and  of 
Cnidos.  The  first  seems  early  to  have  fidlen  into  decay,  as  it 
is  not  mentioned  by  Hippocrates ;  the  last  two  flonririied  at  the 
same  time  as  the  ancient  school  of  Italy,  which  contained 
Pythagoras,  Empedocles,  and  other  philosophical  physicians,  or 
medical  philosophers.  Among  these  prevailed  an  honourable 
emulation.  By  Galen,  the  first  place  is  assigned  to  that  of 
Cos,  the  second  to  that  of  Cnidos,  the  third  to  that  of  Italy. 
Herodotus  mentions  a  school  of  physicians  at  Gyrene,  and 
another  at  Crotona,  the  country  of  Demooedes,  a  fSamous  phy- 
sician contemporary  with  Pythagoras,  who  is  said  to  have  prac- 
tised with  great  success  in  Greece,  and  to  have  crossed  over  to 
Persia  and  cured  king  Darius  of  a  dislocation  of  the  foot,  and 
his  queen  Atossa  of  a  cancer  in  the  breast. 

Of  the  practical  attainments  of  the  Gnidian  school  the  testi- 
mony of  Hippocrates  gives  no  flattering  impression.  '*  Those," 
says  he,  ''  who  have  compiled  the  Cnidian  sentences  liave  well 
marked  all  that  patients  suffer  in  each  malady  (symptoms),  and 
how  a  part  of  that  happens  (pathology),  in  a  word,  whatever  a 
person,  ignorant  of  medicine,  might  write  firom  the  information 
of  the  patients  themselves.  But  they  have  forgotten  the 
greater  part  of  those  things  which  a  physician  ought  to  know 
without  the  report  of  the  patient ;"  and  further,  "  the  Cnidians 
make  use  of  very  few  remedies,"  elaterium,  milk  and  whey, 
being  the  principal.  From  which  it  should  seem  that  they 
devoted  themselves  to  the  observation  of  disease  rather  than  to 
theoretical  speculations,  or  very  active  and  systematic  treatment 
Euryphon,  probably  the  author  of  the  Gnidian  sentences,  is  the 
only  Cnidian  physician  of  this  period  whose  name  has  reached  as. 
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Nor  to  jadge  from  the  "  Coan  observations  "  can  we  learn 
that  llie  Bohool  of  Cos  entered  very  deeply  into  an  exposition  of 
the  theory  and  principles  of  disease  prior  to  Hippocrates,  who 
waa  their  brightest  ornament.  It  is  said  by  Oalen  that  the 
descendants  of  ^scnlapias  transmitted  the  knowledge  of  anato- 
my from  one  generation  to  another  by  dissecting  animals,  and 
that  they  engf^d  in  this  practice  very  early  in  life — a  state- 
ment highly  probable  thongh  not  entirely  nncontradicted. 

The  revival  of  philosophy  introdaced  theoretical  speculation 
into  medicine,  by  combining  with  it  the  disclosures  and  specula- 
tions of  anatomy  and  physiology.  Among  the  earliest  medical 
philosophers  was  Pythagoras,  though  Thales  the  Milesian  (in 
the  fourtieth  Olympiad),  and  Pherecydes  his  contemporary,  and 
Epimenides  of  Crete,  enjoy  a  precarious  reputation;  as  also 
Tozaris  the  Scythian,  called  by  the  Athenians,  "  the  foreign 
physician,"  whose  prescription  to  moisten  the  streets  with  wine 
might,  if  wisely  interpreted,  have  been  not  wholly  without 
benefit  during  the  prevalence  of  the  plague.  Pythagoras,  who 
lived  about  the  sixtieth  Olympiad,  founded  the  Italian  school, 
and  was,  according  to  Celsus,  the  first  who  united  philosophy 
with  medicine,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  he  followed  the 
practice  of  medicine,  and  the  fragments  that  remain  of  his 
theories  are  but  small.  Agreeably  to  the  general  and  necessary 
practice  of  those  who  sought  to  enlarge  their  knowledge,  he 
spent  much  time  in  travelling,  particularly  in  Egypt  and  India, 
whence  it  is  probable  that  he  imported  the  doctrine  of  Metemp- 
sychosis—  his  repugnance  to  animal  food,  and  some  of  his 
more  mystical  tenets.  He  founded  a  school  at  Crotona,  in 
Italy,  about  the  time  of  Tarquinius  Superbus,  (according  to 
Cicero,)  in  which  the  theory  of  medicine  was  taught.  Pythago- 
ras held  that  at  tiie  time  of  conception  a  substance  descended 
fitmi  the  brain  containing  a  warm  vapour,  from  which  arose  the 
soul  and  all  the  senses,  while  the  flesh  and  all  material  parts 
were  formed  within  the  womb :  that  the  body  of  the  child  waa 
solid  and  formed  in  forty  days,  but  that  seven,  eight,  or  nine 
months  were  required  to  bring  it  to  maturity,  according  to  the 
laws  of  harmony :  that  from  this  period  is  fixed  and  regu- 
lated all  tiiat  must  happen  to  the  child  during  his  life,  nccor- 

VOL.  IX,  NO.  XXXVII. — JULY,  1851.  2  B 


.370  Dr.  Scot f 8  Lectures 

ding  to  the  same  laws  of  harmony.  The  Teios,  the  arteries 
and  the  nerves  he  considered  as  the  bonds  of  the  soul,  exten- 
ding from  the  heart  to  the  brain :  from  that  portion  of  the 
soul  which  resides  in  the  heart  arise  the  passions,  while  reason 
and  understanding  reside  in  the  brain.  The  origin  of  diseases 
he  ascribed  to  spirits  or  demons  dwelling  in  the  air;  from 
which  it  would  naturally  follow  that  his  treatment  should 
include  superstitious  rites.  Health,  as  well  as  all  virtue  and 
goodness,  he  made  to  consist  in  harmony,  in  which  is  probably 
contained  a  two-fold  meaning,  the  obvious  and  the  remote: 
the  obvious  being  that  health  requires  a  due  proportion  to  sub- 
sist between  all  the  parts  and  functions  of  the  body,  and  all  the 
natural  elements  which  can  affect  its  well-being:  the  remote 
being  an  expansion  of  the  same  view  through  the  infinite 
relations  of  created  things,  modified  by  the  mystic  doctrine  of 
numbers,  to  certain  of  which  is  ascribed  a  peculiar  virtue, 
particularly  to  the  number  seven  and  its  multiples,  the  prin- 
cipal being  7  x  9  =  63,  the  grand  climacteric  of  life* 

Zamolxis,  the  friend  and  disciple  of  Pythagoras,  according 
to  some,  but  more  ancient  than  he,  according  to  others,  and 
adored  by  the  Getas  as  their  god,  has  gained  a  reputation  of  a 
knowledge  of  medicine,  but  perhaps  without  much  ground ;  all 
that  remains  concerning  him  is  a  saying,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  cure  the  eyes  without  curing  the  head,  nor  the  head  without 
the  rest  of  the  body,  nor  the  body  without  the  soul.  The 
remedy  he  employed  for  the  soul  was  enchantment,  not  (if  we 
believe  Plato)  magical  rites,  but  honourable  discourse,  which 
promotes  wisdom,  and  thus  leads  to  health.  It  is  interesting 
to  notice  the  rejection  of  local  remedies. 

The  most  distinguished  disciple  of  Pythagoras  was  £mpedo- 
cles,  who  is  said  to  have  improved  the  atmosphere  of  Sicily, 
and  the  salubrity  of  a  river,  by  the  sagacity  of  his  observations; 
in  the  one  case  stopping  up  some  openings  in  the  moun- 
tains ;  in  the  other,  directing  two  more  wholesome  streams  into 
the  bed  of  that  which  was  corrupt.  He  is  said  to  have  written 
6000  verses  on  medicine,  and  to  have  held  the  profession  in  the 
highest  respect ;  placing  physicians  above  all  other  men  except 
soothsayers   and  poets,   whom   he   classed   along  with  them. 
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He  was  of  Agrigentam,  in  Sicily,  and  lived  about  the  eighty- 
fourth  Olympiad.  He  died  on  Mount  ^tna,  whether  by  accident 
or  suioide  is  not  agreed. 

Alcm€Bon»  another  disciple  of  Pythagoras^  was  of  Crotona. 
He  is  said,  but  with  little  probability,  to  have  been  the  first  to 
dissect  animals.  His  theory  of  health  was,  that  it  depended  on 
the  equality  of  heat,  cold,  dryness  and  moisture,  and  even  of 
sweetness,  bitterness,  and  other  similar  qualities;  and  that 
diseases  arose  firom  inequality  in  the  same  particulars. 

The  Pythagoreans  were  not  the  only  students  of  medicine. 
Heraclitus,  of  Ephesus,  about  the  sixty-ninth  Olympiad,  likewise 
engaged  in  this  pursuit,  though  it  should  seem  with  little 
satisfaction,  his  opinion  of  the  power  of  physicians  being  very 
km,  nor  do  we  learn  that  he  in  any  degree  augmented  their 
resources.     His  dissatisfaction  may  have  arisen  from  a  natural 
sonmess  of  disposition,  which  earned  for  him  the  designation 
of  the  weeping  philosopher.     On  the  other  hand,  his  contrast, 
Democritus,  whose  laughter  appears  not  to  have  been  that  of 
folly  so  much  as  of  sarcasm  and  pity,  filled  with  a  desire  of 
knowledge,  travelled  through  those  parts  where  it  could  best  be 
attained,  and  left,  as  the  result  of  his  studies,  many  works  of  a 
medical  character;  as,  on  the  nature  of  men;  of  the  plague 
and  pestilential  diseases;  of  prognosis;  of  diet;  of  the  causes 
of  disease ;  of  things  proper  or  adverse  to  the  body  in  respect 
of  time;  of  trees,  seeds,  fruits,  and  animals.     He  is  said,  by 
Pliny,  to  have  written  a  book  on  the  magical  properties  of 
plants,  among  which  he  seems  to  have  included  that  now  known 
as  the  sensitive  plant,  that  which  is  now  familiar  being  then 
regarded  as  fabulous.     It  is  recorded  of  this  philosopher,  that 
having  retired  firom  human  society,  and  being  observed  per- 
petually in  laughter,  his  countrymen  supposed  him  to  be  mad, 
and  sent  Hippocrates  to  enquire  into  his  case.     On  his  arrival, 
he  found  Democritus  engaged  in  dissection,  and  on  enquiring 
the  object  of  his  search,  he  said  that  he  was  endeavouring  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  madness,  which  he  regarded  as  the  efiect 
of  bile.     The  vanity  of  man,  he  said,  was  the  cause  of  his 
constant   ridicule.     The  impression   made    on    the    mind    of 
Hippocrates  was,  that  instead  of  being  mad,  he  was  eminently 
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wise,  and  a  strong  mutual  affection  arose  between  the  two 
philosophers.  He  held  that  the  cause  of  new  or  unknown 
diseases  was  the  dissolution  of  other  worlds,  whose  fragments 
fell  upon  our  earth.  He  is  said  to  have  starved  himself  to 
death  by  gradually  reducing  his  food,  and  for  the  last  four  days 
of  his  life  to  have  been  sustained  simply  by  inhaling  the  odour 
of  bread. 

Cotemporary  with  Empedoclea  and  also  of  Agrigentum  was 
Acron,  stated,  by  Pliny,  to  have  been  the  founder  of  a  sect 
called  empirical,  from  their  exclusive  attachment  to  experience. 
This  account  is  perhaps  not  strictly  correct;  for  long  before 
his  time  must  physicians  have  regulated  their  practice  by 
experience,  and  the  sect  so  called  did  not  exist  as  a  sect  till 
some  time  later.  It  is  probable  that  he  laid  unusual  stress  on 
the  comparative  importance  of  experience.  During  the  plague 
at  Athens,  he  is  said  to  have  recommended  the  kindling  of  large 
fires  throughout  the  city. 

^ginus,  of  Elis,  is  said,  by  Galen,  to  have  been  the  first 
who  wrote  of  the  pulse,  in  a  work  entitled,  "  Of  Palpitations^* 
the  pulse  being  formerly  so  called.  His  time  is  not  absolutely 
certain,  but  it  is  probable  from  the  title  of  his  book  that  he 
lived  before  Hippocrates,  who  frequently  speaks  of  the  pulse. 

Euryphon,  the  Cnidian,  about  this  time,  made  use  of  cau- 
teries in  empyema,  as  also  did  Hippocrates. 

Herodicus,  of  Thrace,  or  of  Sicily,  introduced  the  gymnastic 
system  of  medicines,  having  been  a  teacher  of  gymnastic 
exercises.  Not  that  he  was  the  first  to  introduce  them  into 
medical  practice,  but  the  first  to  make  them  hold  the  most 
prominent  part,  or  even  rather  to  constitute  the  whole  of  treat- 
ment; regulating  the  movements  careftilly  according  to  age, 
temperament,  disease,  season,  &c.,  and  regulating  the  diet 
according  to  the  training  of  the  gymnasts  (kinesipathy).  He 
was  not  held  in  very  high  esteem  by  Hippocrates,  who  con- 
sidered that  he  killed  those  who  were  in  a  fever  by  his  inappro- 
priate methods;  and  pretending  to  cure  the  sense  of  fatigue, 
occasioned  by  disease,  by  fatigue  in  another  form,  he  brought 
on  inflammation,  stitches,  &c.  His  censure,  however,  is  to  be 
confined  to  the  promiscuous  use  of  these  exercises;   for  he 
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himself,  as  well  as  all  physicians  ancient  and  modem,  regarded 
ezereise  as  forming  an  important  part  of  cure.  Nor  is  it  im- 
probable that  medical  prescription  give  rise  in  the  beginning  to 
the  Tarions  gymnasia,  which,  with  their  porticoes,  arcades,  and 
squares,  afforded  convenience  for  every  kind  of  exercise,  and 
in  after  times  became  the  schools  of  philosophy,  and  the 
retreats  of  effeminacy. 

The  same  method  of  treatment  was  enjoined  by  Iccus  of  Taren- 
tam,  about  the  same  period. 

Thus  have  we  brought  the  history  of  medicine  down  to  the 
time  of  Hippocrates ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  imperfection 
and  obscurity  of  the  sources  of  information,  we  can  hardly 
avoid  acquiescing  in  the  remark  of  Le  Glerc  (who  has  been  our 
principal  guide  hitherto),  that  'Mf  the  discovery  of  remedies  be 
more  important  than  reasoning  upon  diseases,  these  early  physi- 
cians were  acquainted  with  almost  all  that  is  essential,  or  at  least 
that  is  so  esteemed  at  this  day  in  Europe,  and  that  they 
practised  those  remedies  on  which  most  confidence  is  placed." 
Bleeding  and  purging,  baths,  exercise^  milk,  opium,  cauteries, 
bandages,  were  employed  by  them,  and  it  is  probable  that  they 
pofSBessed  more  specifics  than  we  do,  since  their  principal  study 
was  directed  to  this  discovery.  These  remarks,  it  is  true,  were 
made  more  than  a  century  ago,  and  the  last  half  century  has 
been  more  firuitful  in  discovery  and  invention  than  any  previous 
century ;  yet  I  think  it  might  easily  be  made  to  appear,  by  the 
testimony  of  those  best  capable  of  judging,  that  the  practical 
department  of  medicine  is  very  far  behind  every  other  depart- 
ment, and  has  by  no  means  advanced  pari  passu  with  the 
branches  of  knowledge  most  intimately  connected  with  the 
healing  art. 
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New  Truths. 

"  If  any  one  advances  anything  new,  whieh  contradictB,  perhaps  threaieni 
to  overtnrn  the  creed  we  have  for  years  repeated  and  have  handed  dowo 
to  others,  all  passions  are  raised  against  him,  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
crush  him.  People  resist  with  all  their  might—they  act  as  if  they  ndther 
heard,  nor  could  comprehend,  they  speak  of  the  new  view  with  contempt, 
as  if  it  were  not  worth  the  trouble  of  even  so  much  as  an  investigation  or 
a  regard.  And  thos  a  new  truth  may  wait  a  long  time  beftnre  it  can  make 
its  wzj.'*^Ooethe, 

The  writer  of  this  paper  having  been  known  until  within  a 
oomparatiyely  short  time  since  (especially  while  holding  ofBce 
in  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinborgh)  as  a  dete^ 
mined  opponent  of  homoeopathy  and  its  disciples,  and  now 
coming  forward  to  avow  his  conviction  of  its  troths  and  his 
desire  to  assist  by  every  legitimate  means  in  their  dissemination ; 
he  thinks  it  a  duty  to  give  his  reasons  for  thus  changing  his 
opinions  and  practice.  In  common  with  many  of  bis  profes- 
sional brethren  in  Edinburgh,  he  questioned  the  possibility  of 
the  homceopathic  preparations  containing  any  medicinal  pro- 
perties whatever ;  because,  in  the  first  place,  the  most  carefolly 
conducted  chemical  analysis  failed  to  detect  their  presence,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  in  some  few  of  the  tinctures ;  and  secondly,  be- 
cause even  if  they  did  exist,  so  material  and  palpable  did  we  errone- 
ously suppose  disease  to  be,  it  was  impossible  (so  we  argued)  that 
substances  so  attenuated  could  exert  any  influence  upon  the 
human  organism.  Still  with  all  the  apparent  difficulties  and  ab- 
surdities, (as  we  styled  their  doctrines)  our  patients  resorted  to 
these  heretical  practitioners — and  generally  assured  us,  to  our  ill- 
concealed  mortification,  that  tbey  received  benefit  at  their  hands : 
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notwithstanding  our  prognostications  of  the  ephemeral  nature  of 
the  system,  it  continued  to  increase  in  favour,  and  its  disciples 
were  to  be  fonnd  amongst  the  most  intellectual  and  calm  think- 
ing members  of  society.    We  said  to  one  another,  what  do  these 
men  give  to  their  patients  ?  One   physician  informed  the  writer 
that  Tartarized  Antimony  in  smcJl  doses,  would  act  as  a  sufficient 
aperient,  and  doubtless  that  this  was  the  preparation  exhibited 
for  the  purpose  in  cases  of  constipated  bowels.    Ashamed  is  the 
author  to  confess,  that  he  and  others  utterly  ignorant  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  refusing  to  inform  themselves  by  actual  experience, 
not  merely  suspected  but  asserted,  that  men  of  unimpeachable 
integrity  gave  ordinary  drugs,  under  a  feigned  name,  for  the 
pnzpose  of  producing  certain  effects.     In  whatever  else  we  dif- 
ftred,  we  cordially  agreed  in  denouncing  the  entire  system  as 
quackery,  delusion  and  imposture,  and  as  a  necessary  conse- 
qnenoe^  excluded  its  professional  advocates  from  our  societies, 
whether  scientific  or  social.  We  did  not  stop  to  ask,  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  truth  in  Hahnemann's  proposition,  if  there 
existed  a  law  for  the  administration  of  medicines,  but  our  vials  of 
wrath  and  contempt  were  poured  upon  the  devoted  heads  of  his 
followers,  for  the  unpardonable  innovation   of  administering 
drags  in  inconceivably  minute  doses.     We  probably  should  not 
have  evinced  such  an  amount  of  irritation  at  the  simple  announce- 
ment of  '^similia  similibus  curentur,"  but  to  attempt  to  cure 
acute  disease  by  such  unheard  of  means  was  so  absurd  (thus 
we  in  our  ignorance  spoke  and  wrote),  that  none  but  fools  or 
knaves  would  trouble  themselves  with  the  brief  investigation, 
neceasary  to  prove  the  falsity  of  Hahnemann's  notions.  We  never 
could  separate  Hahnemann's  law  from  infinitesimal  doses,  al- 
though we  might  have  been  informed  by  a  tyro  in  homoeopathy, 
that  Hahnemann  practised  according  to  his  promulgated  law, 
for  years  ere  he  adopted  the  practice  of  minute  doses.    Without 
trying  the  effects  of  remedies  upon  this  principle,  we  publicly 
declared  the  entire  band  of  homoeopathic  practitioners,  (most 
of  whom  held  legal  diplomas,  many  of  them  firom  our  own  Alma 
Mater),  as  unworthy  of  our  society  ;  by  these  acts  we  virtually 
if  not  really,  asserted  that  they  were  banded  together  to  propa- 
gate a  delusion  and  a  fraud.    What  a  proof  this  was  of  our  own 
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extreme  credulity !  and  of  the  ''  characteristic  obstinacy  of  the 
medical  profession." 

The  conscientious,  highly  educated  and  accomplished  follower 
of  Hahnemann,  whose  only  object  was  to  substitute  in  therapeu- 
tics, certainty  for  uncertainty,  order  for  confusion ;  this  man,  we 
repeat,  was  treated  as  a  Pariah,  an  outcast.  Homoeopathy  was 
always  pronounced  to  be  on  the  wane ;  nevertheless,  we  found 
to  our  cost  that  it  took  from  us  our  best  patients;  we  fondly 
hoped  that  these  mis-guided  people  would  after  a  little  time  re* 
turn  to  their  former  orthodox  creed  and  practice :  but»  no,  they 
not  only  deserted  us,  our  cathartics,  sudorifics,  alteratives, 
derivatives,  blisterings,  bleedings,  et  illud  genus  omne;  but 
charmed  with  the  superiority  of  their  new  favourite,  in  the  most 
unkind  manner,  they  persuaded  others  to  follow  their  example. 
The  homoeopaths  were  bold  enough  to  open  a  dispensary^  and 
strange  to  behold,  the  poor  flocked  to  it ;  we  had  comforted  our- 
selves in  the  belief  that,  whatever  whim  the  aristocracy  might 
choose  to  pursue,  ihepoor  would  certainly  not  become  converts. 

The  young  and  talented  members  of  our  schools  of  medicine 
embraced  and  enthusiastically  advocated  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  homceopathy,  and  asked  us  to  explain  how  it  was  that  the 
proportional  recoveries  of  cases  of  Asiatic  cholera  and  pneumonia^ 
{proved  to  be  such,  not  merely  by  the  advocates,  but  likewise  by  the 
opponents  of  homoeopathy),  in  Dr.  Fleischmann's  hospital,  at 
Vienna,  so  far  outnumbered  those  of  the  alloeopathic  or  old  school 
practitioners.  These  figures  were  extremely  awkward,  we  were 
comparatively  powerless  in  the  treatment  of  Asiatic  cholera,  at 
least  in  its  advanced  stages ;  whilst  the  homoeopathists  were  often 
successful.  The  Vienna  hospital  was  a  public  institution,  any  phy- 
sician might  visit  it,  and  not  only  ascertain  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  the  statistical  returns,  but  also  see  the  effects  of  the  in- 
finitesimal doses.  We  would  not  be  convinced.  Not  being  able 
to  deny  the  recoveries,  we  attributed  them  to  the  more  healthy 
site  of  the  hospital,  the  more  abundant  supply  of  attentive 
nurses  and  of  comforts  to  the  sick,  and  with  these  so  called  rea- 
sons we  dismissed  the  statistics  of  cholera.  Those  of  pneiunonia 
remain  to  be  accounted  for :  we  satisfied  ourselves  with  assert- 
ing that  Fleischmann  was  not  skilled  in  auscultation,  that  alight 
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oiseB  of  bronoUtis  would  be  set  down  as  pneomonia  and  be 
classed  amongst  its  cures.  Mr.  Wilde^  a  surgeon^  editor  of  the 
Dublin  Quarterly  Journal,  and  author  of  the  work  "  Austria  and 
its  Institutions^'*  who  is  not  a  homoeopathist,  states  that  he 
witnessed  the  treatment  of  cases  of  pneumonia  in  Fieischmann's 
hospital;  and  that  these  cases  were  as  acute  and  yirulent^  as 
those  which  had  come  under  his  observation  elsewhere;  that 
whilst  the  mortality  for  1888  was  not  more  than  five  or  six  per 
oent.^  three  similar  institutions  on  the  alloeopathic  plan  shewed 
a  mortality  as  high  as  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent. 

In  answer  to  this  and  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Balfour^  as  pub- 
lished in  the  British  and  Foreign  Quarterly  Review,  we  com* 
forted  ourselyes  that  pneumonia  was  curable  without  drugs, 
that  this  was  the  secret  of  the  cure>  and  not  the  administration 
of  Homoeopathic  preparations.    A  little  reflection  would  [have 
convinced  us  that  this  was  a  somewhat  dangerous  argument  to 
broach,  by  men  ordering  calomel,  opium,  tartar  emetic,  leeches, 
venesection,  blistering,  &c.  &c.,  for  however  disposed  we  w^re  to 
talk  thus  amongst'ourselves,  we  never  adopted  the  laissez-faire 
mode  of  practice  when  our  patients  required  our  professional  as- 
sistance.   And  it  cannot  be  denied  that  such  arguments  (if  they 
be  worthy  of  the  name)  were  they  sound  ones,  tell  more  against 
alloBopathy  and  its  advocates,  than  against  Hahnemann  and  his 
followers,  inasmuch  as  the  former  used  violent  means  which  they 
consider  to  be  unnecessary.  Such  a  mode  of  reasoning  has  been 
not  unaptly  likened  to  a  man  passing  a  sword  through  his  own 
vitals,  in  order  to  injure  his  adversary.  But  any  testimony,  how- 
ever strong,  however  clear,  was  unavailing  to  us ;  the  mists  of 
prejudice,  deep-rooted  inveterate  prejudice  shrouded  our  mental 
vision  as  with  Egyptian  darkness ;  every  misrepresentation  was 
had  recourse  to,  and  satisfied  us;   we  despised  homoeopathy, 
called  Hahnemann  a  cheat  and  a  nostrum  vender,  eagerly 
dutohing  at  a  non-authenticated  piece  of  gossip,  and  delivering 
upon  this  a  verdict,  the  evidence  for  which  would  have  been 
deemed  insufficient  by  any  twelve  intelligent  and  unprejudiced 
persons,  and  which,  even  if  it  had  been  true,  could  not  have 
tested  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  homoeopathic  law.     Had 
we  really  been  desirous  of  knowing  Hahnemann's  character. 
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in  its  moral  as  well  as  its  professional  relation^  we  could  haye 
been  sufficiently  informed  by  men  of  reputation^  his  ootem- 
poraries — ^yet  not  bomoeopathists. 

Marmaduke  Sampson^  Esq,^  in  his  very  able  essay  entitled — 
"  Truths  and  their  reception^  considered  in  relation  to  the 
doctrine  of  Homeopathy,  (a  work  as  well  as  others  of  the  same 
talented  writer,  by  which  the  writer  s  impressions  upon  the 
subject  were  greatly  strengthened)  has  collected  a  number  of 
testimonials  from  well  known  persons  in  various  parts  of 
Europe. 

The  yenorable  Hufeland,  acknowledged  the  highest  personal 
respect  for  Hahnemann.  Valentine  Mott,  the  eminent  American 
surgeon  says: — ''  Hahnemann  is  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
and  scientific  physicians  of  the  present  age."  Dr.  Uwins 
and  Mr.  Eingdon  of  London,  considered  that  Hahnemann  was 
worthy  of  the  thanks  of  the  profession,  for  his  unwearied  in- 
dustry in  ascertaining  the  properties  of  medicines. 

Dr.  Sigmond  speaks  of  him  as  a  man  of  high  intellectual 
attainments,  of  great  sagacity,  of  inflexible  courage,  and  of 
unwearied  industry. 

Dr.  Forbes  bears  a  similar  testimony,  and  we  are  inclined  to 
think  that  the  evidence  of  these  gentlemen  is  sufficient  for  the 
purpose. 

The  author's  suspicions  that  homoeopathic  medicines  bad 
really  some  action,  were  first  awakened  in  1844,  by  one  of  his 
patients,  an  Oxford  student,  calling  upon  him  during  the  long 
vacation.  This  young  gentleman  had  been  for  several  years 
under  his  care  for  a  heart  affection,  which  had  caused  himself 
and  his  family  considerable  anxiety.  Consultations  had  been 
held  with  practitioners  of  high  standing  in  Edinburgh,  and  he 
had  been  actively  treated  secundum  artem,  by  depletions,  digitaUs, 
counter-irritants,  &c.  &c.  He  told  the  writer  that  since  he  had 
last  seen  him,  he  had  been  under  the  care  of  an  homceopathic 
physician.  "  Well,"  was  his  but  ill-pleased  Doctor's  reply,  "  you 
did  not  experience  any  effects  from  his  sugar-plums  I "  "  Pardon 
me,  Doctor,  the  effects  were  very  perceptible."  This  answer  ap- 
peared somewhat  strange :  is  it  possible  that  a  decillionth  of  aconite 
can  produce  any  sensible  effect?  He  passed  away  to  Oxford,  his 
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phymcisn  remaining  nnoonyinced^  attributing  the  consequences 
of  the  lemedies  to  something  given  clandestinely:  a  rduge  to 
which  he  and  those  like  minded  with  him^  invariably  betook 
themselYeS)  and  he  remained  obstinate,    notwithstanding  that 
his  patients  continued  to  desert  him  for  the  homoeopathic  prac- 
titioner.    Occasionally  we  heard  of  a  death  occurring  in  the 
practice  of  our  rivals.     This  furnished  ample  scope  for  our  elo- 
quence. The  man  has  been  murdered !  a  case  of  inflammation  has 
terminated  in  death !  of  course,  what  could  be  expected, — the 
man  was  not  bled ;  we  spoke  and  wrote  as  though  a  fatal  ter- 
minatioii  was  a  novelty  amongst  us  Sotons  of  the  allcBopathic 
school.    Then  one  of  our  brethren  exulted  over  a  performance 
of  his  own^  which  we  all  maintained  satisfactorily  settled  the 
qaeetion  of  the  action  of  infinitesimal  doses.      This  worthy 
doctor  actually  did  a  homceopathic  physician  the  honour  of 
sitting  at  the  same  table  with  him,  at  the  house  of  a  mutual 
ftiend ;  their  worthy  host's  hospitality  had  the  effect  of  some- 
what dispelling  the  frigidity  of  the  worthy   alloeopath^   who, 
after  dinner^  accosted  his  erring  brother,  and  asked  him  for  an 
inspection  of  his  pocket  medicine  case:   it  was  immediately 
handed  to  him.     Selecting  the  tube  labelled  nux  vomica,  he  had 
the  hardihood  to  pour  the  contents  into  his  palm  and  swallowed 
them,  looking  for  the  approving  smiles  of  the  assembled  guests. 
This  was  too  good  an  incident  to  be  lost,  we  in  our  absolute 
wisdom  proclaimed  it  far  and  wide.     Do  you  still  persist  in  be- 
lieving that  these  globules  contain  what  they  profess  to  do ;  if 
they  really  consisted  of  nux  vomica,  do  you  not  suppose  that 
some  visible  result  would  have  followed  the  swallowing  of  so 
many  ?   These  were  the  queries  put  to  our  homceopathic  unpro- 
ftssional   friends,  unprofessional,  observe,  for    otherwise  the 
Bolation  of  the  apparent  difficulty  would  have  been  very  easy. 
For  it  is  only  under  certain  morbid  conditions  that  these  medi- 
cines act  by  their  peculiar  affinities.      A  child  at  the  time  not 
susceptible  of  the  disease,  may  be  exposed  to  the  contagion  of 
scarlatina,  small  pox,  or  other  of  the  exanthemata  without  con- 
tracting the  disease ;  yet  a  similar  exposure  a  month  afterwards, 
may  be  followed  by  the  development  of  the  malady :  or  three 
men  might  be  bitten  by  ho  same  rabid  dog,  and  but  one  of  them 
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sicken  with  hydrophobia;  would  any  one  £rom  this  deny  the  malig- 
nity of  the  virus  ?    Besides  it  is  a  well  ascertained  fact  that 
small  doses  of  medicinal  substances  will  frequently  produce 
more  powerful  effects  than  larger  quantities  of  them.      To  test 
the  action  of  infinitesimal  doses  is  purely  a  matter  of  experience, 
and  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  one  to  satisfy  himself  on  the  sub- 
ject.    We  also  attributed  the  so-called  cures  to  the  effect  of 
imagination :    although  many  cases  of  recovery  from  acute  dis- 
eases, in  children,  could  not  with  any  fairness  be  attributed  either 
to  mental  or  moral  causes :  but  the  fiu;t  was,  we  would  not  allow 
that  homceopatliy  could  cure,  and  it  was  therefore  settled  by  us 
that  it  should  not.    All  cures  were  attributed  to  any  cause  but 
the  right  one,  although  recoveries  under  alloeopathic  remedies 
were  readily  enough  allowed  to  be  the  effect  of  the  remedies  em- 
ployed, nor  in  spite  of  our  assertions  that  diet  alone  would  cure 
disease,  did  we  ever  trust  to  it  exclusively  in  severe  maladies. 
The  press  now  began  vigorously  to  send  forth  its  productions 
upon  the  subject;  but,  although  a  reader  of  the  surprising  effects 
narrated,  scepticism  was  yet  in  ihe  ascendant.     In  the  summer 
of  1848,  the  writer  was  led  by  circumstances  to  join  a  highly 
respectable  practitioner  in  Alnwick,  and  he  with  great  regret 
left  Edinburgh.     In  the  quiet  locality  to  which  he  now  removed, 
he  ceased  to  think  of  homceopathy,  and  hoped  to  pursue  his 
vocation  immolosted  by  that  pestilent  heresy;  although^  occa- 
sionally meeting  with  it  amongst  the  higher  classes  of  society, 
nothing  else  in  the  town  or  neighbourhood  induced  him  to  pay 
any  greater  attention  to  its  claims;   nor  indeed,  to  trouble  him* 
self  about  it  at  all^  further  than  to  lend  to  the  few  who  advocated 
its  principles,  certain  publications  opposed  to  them.  But,  he  could 
not  avoid  reading  of  the  opening  of  hospitals  for  the  reception  of 
patients  labouring  under  acute  disease,  and  of  the  invitation  to  the 
medical  profession  to  witness  their  treatment.  This  course  of  pro- 
ceeding seemed  to  be  a  somewhat  unusual  one  for  quacks  to  pu^ 
sue,  and  besides  this,  ever  and  anon,  he  received  oommunioationfl 
from  friends  and  former  patients,  many  of  whom  he  knew  to 
have  been  once  opposed  to  homoeopathy,  but  who  now  informed 
him  of  the  benefit  which  they  had  received  from  it.     He  also 
observed  that  the  number  of  well  educated  medical  practitioners 
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)ractising  apon  the  homoeopathio  principle,  was  yearly  on  the 
norease.  He  remembered  that  when  a  student  at  the  Ecole  de 
Medicine  in  1881,  there  was  but  one  homoeopathic  practitioner 
n  Paris,  Dr.  Quin,  and  that  he  removed  to  London.  Contras- 
ang  that  state  of  things  with  the  present  (1849),  he  remarked 
hat  in  London  there  were  upwards  of  thirty  homoeopathic  prac- 
itioners;  inParis  a  considerable  number;  throughout  Germany, 
t8  birth  place,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  reigning  powers,  it 
fas  rapidly  increasing ;  that  in  America,  they  were  to  be  counted 
)7  hundreds.  That  amongst  these  practitioners  were  men  of 
mquestionable  character  and  reputation,  many  of  whom  had  for 
nany  years  successfully  practised  according  to  the  old  system, 
md  many  others  who  determined  to  try  whether  there  was  any, 
ind  how  much  truth  existed  in  it,  had  their  doubts  removed  so 
BT  as  to  there  being  action  in  the  infinitesimal  doses.  Space 
irill  not  allow  of  the  writer  s  giving  a  list  of  them,  he  will  men- 
ion  the  names  of  some  in  Britain: — ^Dr.  Uwins,  Mr.  Eingdon, 
Dr.  Millingen,  and  Professor  Listen,  in  London;  Professor  Hen- 
lerson,  in  Edinburgh;  Mr.  Bamsbotham,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Dr. 
BVright,  in  Huddersfield :  the  three  latter  adopting  its  practice 
sdusively.  Dr.  Uwins  and  Mr.  Eangdon  brought  the  sub- 
eot  before  the  London  Medical  Society,  the  latter  detailing  seve- 
nl  oases  in  which  the  homoeopathic  remedies  were  of  signal 
lervice.^  The  thanks  which  these  gentlemen  received  for  their 
attempt  to  diffuse  information  upon  this  subject  amongst  their 
nrethren  in  a  legitimate  manner,  were  rudeness  and  reprobation. 
Dr.  Uwins  was  assailed  as  a  madman,  and  when  Mr.  Eingdon 
lad  concluded  his  interesting  paper,  one  member  said  that — "'he 
bonght  that  all  homoeopathized  patients  were  cured  by  nature" 
—another  that  he  did  not  believe  in  it — and  a  third,  that  "it  was 
JI  hombug;"  and  as  an  appropriate  finale  to  the  proceedings 
»f  this  meeting  of  philosophers,  a  tacit  understanding  was  come 
o,  that  the  subject  should  never  again  be  mooted  in  that 
\$$embly.  The  author  found  that  the  profession  in  Edinburgh 
ind  London  resembled  each  other  in  the  opposition  wliich 
t  offered  to  a  proposed  improvement  in  therapeutics.  He 
^knowledges,  that  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  he  was  as  much  to 
»lame  as  any  of  them ;  and  the  only  reparation  which  he  has  it 
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in  his  power  to  make,   is  this  oonfesrion  of  the  melancholy 
fact     These  circamstances  oonpled  with  the  increasing  want 
of  confidence  in  the  ordinary  practice,  led  him  to  the  deter- 
mination of  secretly  testing  the  monster^   and  of  pablishing 
the  results  of  his  trials.  He  believed  that  by  so  doing,  he  should 
be  convinced  of  the  fallacies  of  homoeopathy,  and  that  any 
doubts  of  their  existence  would  be  speedily  dispeUed,  and  his 
mind  set  at  rest.      His  determination  to  test  it  was  strengthened 
by  attentively  considering  the  letter  of  his  late  ever  to  be  lamen- 
ted friend,  Dr.  Andrew  Combe,  whose  writings  are  so  widely 
known  and  so  justly  appreciated  in  Europe  and  America.     Br. 
Combe  had  no  cause  to  serve  but  that  of  truth.     Trathfalnesa 
was  his  characteristic.  The  writer  knew  but  too  well,  that  so  far 
as  the  uncertainty  of  medicine  was  concerned,  he  could  scarcely 
be  worse  ofif,  for  professional  intercourse  (and  this  was  consi- 
derable) with  many  eminent  practitioners,  had  not  tended  to 
increase  his  confidence  in  drugs  nor  in  medicine  generally;  noi 
did  Dr.  Forbes  give  him  comfort,  when  he  issued  his  celebrated 
number  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Review^  containing  the 
well  known  article   entitled — "Homoeopathy,    Allopathy,   and 
Young  Physic."      In  order  to  take  his  first  step  with  every  pre- 
caution, the  writer  acquainted  his  friend  Dr.  Russell  of  Edin- 
burgh with  his  difficulties,  and  received  from  that  gentleman 
every  direction  for  the  proper  investigation  of  the  homoeopathic 
practice ;    he  likewise  went  to  Newcastle  and  introduced  himself 
to  Dr.  Hayle,  who  received  him  with  his  wonted  urbanity,  and 
advised  him,  if  he  wished  to  be  speedily  convinced  of  ihe  power 
and  efficacy  of  homoeopathic  preparations,  to   select  for  trial 
acute  cases  of  disease.    He  returned  and  commenced  his  inves- 
tigations, carrying  tbem  on  in  such  a  manner,  that  with  scarce 
an  exception,  his  patients  were  ignorant  of  his  proceedings,  and 
did  not  suspect  any  deviation  from  ordinary  practice,  save  that 
they  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  themselves  cured  and  re- 
lieved by  medicines  tasteless  and  colourless.      The  result  of  his 
first  trials  utterly  confounded  him.    Acute  inflammatory  cases, 
of  such  a  description,  as  are  by  consent  of  all  authorities  in 
medicine,  ordered  or  recommended  to  be  treated  by  bleeding, 
either  general  or  local,  and  other  debilitating  measures,  yielded 
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muoh  sooner  to  the  homoBopathio  remedies  appropriate  to  each 
case.     One  of  the  earliest  of  these  was  the  following  instance  of 

Bronchitia, 

Mr.  P.'s  infant,  aged  six  months,  residing  two  miles  from  Alnwick, 
was  seized  on  the  26th  of  March,  1850,  with  cough  and  dyspnoea; 
attended  with  thirst,  hot  skin,  and  quick  pulse.  Domestic  reme- 
dies, such  as  antimonials,  castor  oil,  friction  with  Bow's  liniment,  had 
been  resorted  to,  but  as  the  symptoms  increased  in  intensity,  I  was 
hurriedly  sent  for,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  and  foimd  the 
infant  lying  exhausted  in  her  mother's  lap,  suffering  from  cough, 
short,  harsh,  dry,  and  constant  in  its  character;  dyspnoea  indent,  the 
nostrils  dilating  widely  at  each  inspiration,  skin  hot,  the  pulse  much 
accelerated;  she  could  not  take  the  breast.  Tinct.  Aconiti  and  Ipe- 
cacuanhie,  one  drop  of  each  was  ordered  to  be  given  alternately 
eveiy  quarter  of  an  hour.  Relief  was  afforded  within  an  hour.  A 
messenger  was  sent  to  me,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  my  visit  in  the 
evening.  I  saw  her  the  next  morning,  and  ordered  her  Hepar  sulph. 
This  completed  the  cure.     She  did  not  require  a  third  visit. 

When  I  prescribed  for  this  case,  it  was  with  the  determination 
that  it  should  be  the  experimentum  crucis;  and  that  if  a  miti- 
gation of  the  child's  sufferings  did  not  speedily  take  place, 
I  would  abandon  the  homceopatbic  treatment,  and  resort  to  the 
old  system  of  leeching,  emetics,  &c.  &c.  Neither  imagination 
nor  diet  could  have  had  any  share  in  the  recovery;  for  the  pa- 
tient was  an  infant,  and  its  only  diet  its  mother's  milk;  and  the 
same  remarks  will  apply  to  another  case,  occurring  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year. 

Mr.  B.'s  iiiiant,  aged  six  months,  a  stout  plethoric  child,  was  taken 
in  on  the  20th  of  January,  1851,  with  cough  and  febrile  S3rmptoms. 
I  saw  him  on  the  22nd,  the  cough  was  dry  and  constant,  fstce  flushed, 
hot  skin,  quick  pulse,  and  constant  thirst.  Tinct.  Aconiti  and  Bry- 
0Qi».  one  drop  of  each  was  ordered  to  be  given  alternately  every  half 
an  hour.     The  patient  was  relieved  before  the  evening. 

January  25th. — The  cough  being  still  somewhat  troublesome,  and 
aeoompanied  with  mucous  r^es  over  the  che8t,Tinct.  Ipecacuanhse,  gtt. 
^.  was  given  in  divided  doses :  the  child  required  no  fiurther  treatment. 

A  third  case  affecting  the  respiratory  organs  likewise  occurring 
in  a  child,  who  knew  nothing  of  homoeopathy  shall  here  be 
inserted. 

I  was  sent  for  on  the  30th  of  September,  1850,  to  see  Miss  M.  R., 
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aet  12,  who  was  affected  with  hronchial  imtati(m,  fever,  headache,  and 
spasmodic  cough.  Aconite  was  taken  throughout  the  day,  in  one  drop 
doses.  My  opinion  given  to  her  sister  was,  that  something  more 
serious  than  ordinary  cough  was  impending.  Tinct.  Bzyooifle  was 
administered  the  following  day;  in  two  days,  hooping  cough  was  fully 
developed ;  Tinct.  of  Nux  vomica  was  now  prescribed  in  drop  doses,  and 
this  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  character  of  the  cough:  in  ten 
days  she  was  quite  well  and  returned  to  schooL  No  other  medicines 
than  the  above-mentioned  were  administered.  A  slight  return  of  the 
cough  took  place  after  exposure  to  a  cold  east  wind,  but  Ipecacuanha 
in  one  drop  doses  gave  relief  within  two  days. 

Another  case  of  a  different  character  tended  to  make  him  still 
more  satisfied  with  the  superiority  of  homosopathio  praotice. 

Cerdtral  CammUions. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1851,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Mr.  H.*8 
son,  aged  13  months:  he  had  been  seized  previous  to  my  arrival,  or 
that  of  another  practitioner,  (who  in  my  absence  had  been  sent  for,) 
with  general  spasms  of  a  violent  character,  accompanied  by  insensibi- 
lity. The  muscles  of  the  face  I  was  informed  had  been  distorted, 
and  the  thumbs  tinned  inwards  towards  the  pafans.  When  I  saw  him 
the  face  was  very  pale,  and  covered  with  a  cold  sweat ;  the  gumfl  were 
swollen  from  the  pressure  of  the  molar  teeth  upon  them.  I  acaiified 
the  gums,  ordered  cold  to  be  implied  to  the  head,  and  administered 
Tinct  Belladonna,  one  drop. 

31  St — Has  had  a  restless  night,  continued  thirst,  at  noon  the 
convulsions  returned. 

Ordered  Tinct.  Ignati&e  one  drop,  to  be  taken  immediately,  and 
Tinct  Coffese  one  drop,  to  be  administered  in  the  evening  for  the  pur. 
pose  of  producing  sleep.  From  this  time  the  spasms  did  not  return, 
and  convalescence  rapidly  took  place.  The  teeth  did  not  pierce  the 
gums  for  several  weeks  afterwards,  so  that  very  little  if  any  benefit, 
could  have  arisen  from  the  scarification  of  the  gums,  and  I  did  not 
resort  to  it  in  the  second  case  of  difficult  dentition  occurring  in  Mr. 
S.'s  child,  aged  11  months.  He  was  suffering  from  cough,  hoarse- 
ness, hot  skin,  thirst,  and  restlessness ;  the  eyelids  were  glued  toge- 
ther with  muco-purulent  matter,  and  he  was  much  griped.  Castor 
oil  had  been  given  to  him  before  I  was  sent  for.  Ordered  Nux-vomica, 
two  globules,  third  dilut.,  to  be  taken  every  four  hours.  The  next 
day  I  found  him  much  relieved ;  excessive  thirst  was  his  chief  aOment 
Chamomilla  was  ordered,  and  the  child  was  convalescent  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 
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The  efficacy  of  minute  doses  of  Chamomile,  is  strikingly  ex- 
emplified in  the  two  following  cases : 

Mrs.  P/s  child  was  seized  (without  any  evident  cause)  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Fehruary  7th,  with  pain  of  ahdomcn  and  vomiting.  Chamo- 
mile two  drops,  in  divided  doses,  was  all  that  was  required  to  relieve 
him. 

The  second  case  was  Mrs  A/s  child,  who  sent  for  me  on  the  eve- 
ning of  April  2l8t,  1850.  He  was  complaiuing  of  pain  in  the  stomach, 
accompanied  hy  vomiting;  the  cause  assigned  was  eating  '* early 
greens."    One  drop  of  the  Tinct.  Chamomil.,  gave  immediate  relief. 

So  soon  as  I  was  convinced  that  the  homoeopathic  prepara- 
tionsy  administered  according  to  the  homceopathic  law,  were 
more  efficacious  in  curing  acute  cases  of  disease  than  the  old 
method  of  practice,  I  corresponded  with  several  of  my  medical 
friends  of  the  alloeopathic  school,  mentioned  my  experience 
on  the  subject,  and  requested  their  opinions.  Not  one  met  the 
ease  on  its  merits;  one  ridiculed  the  idea  that  such  effects  could 
possibly  result  from  a  decillionth  of  aconite,  &c. ;  another 
dismissed  the  subject  very  summarily  by  saying,  that  ''  he  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  homoeopathy,  but  that  he  considered  the 
administering  of  such  small  doses  in  really  dangerous  cases  to 
be  a  trifling  with  human  life;"  another's  response  was  to  this 
effect — "  I  have  ^seen  some  narrow  escapes  from  homooopathic 
treatment**  One  friend,  whilst  opposing  homoeopathy,  made 
this  somewhat  remarkable  admission — *'  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  patients  will  get  well  sooner  under  the  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment;" a  fourth  saw  no  objections  to  my  continuing  the  inves- 
tigation secretly,  believing  that  a  return  to  my  "  first  love " 
would  be  the  result  of  a  more  extended  experience. 

Several  of  my  patients  of  the  higher  ranks  asked  me  whether 
I  was  practising  homoeopathically.  I  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
but  added,  that  as  yet  my  mind  was  not  sufficiently  decided 
upon  the  matter;  they  did  not  care  how  I  treated  them  pro- 
viding I  did  so  conscientiously ;  and  ail  my  medical  correspon- 
dents urged  me  not  to  proclaim  my  ''  perversion "  (so  they 
termed  it)  until  a  few  months  longer  should  have  passed  away. 

The  following  cases  are  a  few  selected  during  those  months 
of  probation. 
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Scarlatina. 

Mrs,  L.,  near  Alnwick,  sent  for  me  on  the  20th  of  August,  1850, 
to  see  her  niece.  I  found  her  labouring  under  a  smart  attack  of 
scarlatina,  with  swelling  and  redness  of  the  tonsils  and  fauces. 
Belladonna  Tr.,  six  drops,  was  all  that  was  required  to  cure  her ; 
her  recovery  was  so  rapid  and  complete  that  it  was  only  requbite  for 
me  to  see  her  twice. 

The  cases  which  follow  oocurred  in  adult  subjects ;  they  did 
Dot,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  suspect  me  of  any  homosopa- 
thic  tendencies,  they  having  formerly  heard  me  express  myself 
strongly  against  it.  Imagination,  therefore,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered an  element  in  the  result ;  but  let  it  be  borne  in  mind 
that  there  was  no  concealment  on  my  part  when  questioned. 

Hemiplegia  with  Cerebral  Congestion. 

D.  T.  Esq.,  aged  62,  residing  four  miles  from  Alnwick,  has  had 
two  attacks  of  paralysis  in  Edinburgh;  he  is  now  hemiplegic. 
On  April  20,  1850, 1  was  sununoned  to  see  him.  He  complained  of 
headache  and  noise  in  the  ears;  the  eyes  were  dull;  the  conjunctiva 
injected;  pulse  90,  full  and  bounding.  He  presented  the  same 
appearance  (so  Mrs.  T.  informed  me)  prior  to  his  last  attack;  he 
has  been  accustomed  to  take  Colocynth  pills  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  constipation.  Lachesis,  six  doses,  of  three  globules  each, 
relieved  him  in  a  week,  and  his  health  has  been  uninterrupted  (with 
the  exception  of  his  hemiplegic  constitution)  ever  since. 

Congestive  Headache  and  Catarrhal  Ophthalmia. 

Miss had  for  some  years  suffered  the  infliction  of  an  issue  in 

one  leg,  in  order  to  avert  headache  and  ophthalmia  (which  desirable 
result,  however,  it  failed  to  produce).  At  my  recommendation 
the  issue  was  healed.  Pulsatilla  gave  her  relief.  The  ophthalmia 
does  not  return,  and  the  headache  is  much  less  severe  in  its 
character. 

Catarrhal  Ophthalmia,  with  Uker  of  the  Cornea. 

Miss sent  for  me  to  Alnemouth,  July  18,  1850.     She  was 

suffering  from  inflammation  of  the  conjunctivae,  accompanied  by  a 
febrile  state,  profuse  lachrymation,  and  intolerance  of  light.  On  the 
right  cornea  was  a  small  uloer.  Aconite  and  Belladonna  were  the 
remedies  at  first  employed;  afterwards,  Sulphur,  Calcarea,  and 
Silicea.     She  completely  recovered. 
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Miss  K.  was  seized  on  the  19th  of  March,  1850,  with  severe 
frontal  headache ;  pain  in  the  sternum ;  increased  by  deep  inspira- 
tioQ ;  frequent  hard  cough  without  expectoration  ;  quick  pulse ; 
thirst,  and  hot  skin.  Aconite  and  Bryonia  were  administered  alter- 
nately every  three  hours.  Before  the  expiration  of  twelve  hours,  a 
marked  remission  of  the  s}'mptoms  took  place,  followed  by  refreshing 
deep.  Merciirius,  Sulphur  and  China,  were  the  only  additional 
remedies  resorted  to. 

(Sfnanche  Tonsillaris. 

Elizabeth  R.,  aged  21,  was  suffering  on  January  14,  1851,  from 
inflammation  and  swelling  of  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  fauces 
and  tonsib,  accompanied  by  fever,  difficulty  of  swallowing  and 
speaking.     Aconite  and  Baryta  carbonica  cured  her  in  twelve  hours. 

Gastrodynia, 

Isabella  S.  is  subject  to  pain  in  the  stomach  ailcr  eating,  with 
oocasional  vomiting  of  food.  Pulsatilla,  Sulphur,  and  Baryta  car- 
bonica cured  her:  up  to  the  time  of  my  last  seeing  her  (eleven 
months  having-  elapsed)  there  has  not  been  any  return  of  the 
disorder. 

Gastrodynia  and  Hematemesis. 

C.  B.,  a  servant  girl,  left  her  place  on  account  of  severe  and  con- 
tinued pain  in  the  stomach,  accompanied  by  frequent  vomiting  of 
food.  She  had  been  under  medical  treatment,  and  bad  swallowed  a 
large  quantity  and  a  considerable  variety  of  drugs  without  deriving 
any  relief.  She  had  resided  in  the  country  for  six  weeks  with  her 
mother  when  I  first  saw  her,  on  the  22nd  of  December,  1850,  but 
was  not  better.  Pulsatilla  immediately  relieved  her,  and  followed 
by  Sepia,  completed  the  cure.  Three  months  afterwards  she  went 
to  service  in  the  country ;  her  complaint  returned,  and  in  addition  to 
the  former  63rmptoms,  she  threw  up  a  large  quantity  of  dark  grumous 
blood.     I  ordered  her  Bryonia,  which  completely  relieved  her. 

Dyspepsia^  Anorexia,  and  Vomiting  of  coffee-coloured  fluid. 

Miss has  been  the  subject  of  this  affection  for  several  years ; 

she  is  opposed  to  homoeopathy,  but  I  persuaded  her  to  try  Nux 
vomica,  which  gave  her  greater  relief  than   any   former   remedy. 

If  imagination  had  any  influence  in  this  case,  it  certainly 
was  not  exerted  in  favour  of  homoeopathy. 

*2  c  2 
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Vomiting  and  Acute  Pain  in  the  Stomach, 

Miss residing  some  miles  from  Alnwick,  was  seized  on  the 

night  of  January  17th,  1851,  with  constant  vomiting  and  violent 
pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  increased  on  pressure.  She  attributed 
her  illness  to  having  eaten  boiled  greens  at  dinner.  Repeated  draughts 
of  tepid  water  emptied  the  ^tomach,  but  nothing  except  bile  was 
ejected.  I  saw  her  at  3  a.m.  and  gave  her  Chamomilla  Tr.,  one 
drop ;  two  doses  of  this  relieved  her.  The  next  day,  on  account  of 
headache,  Pulsatilla  was  given,  and  three  doses  of  Sulphur  on  the 
following  day ;  convalescence  was  then  complete. 

Gaatrodtfnia  and  Vomiting  of  Food. 

Miss residing  in  the  country  five  miles  from  Alnwick,  has 

for  a  long  time  been  subject  to  anorexia,  pain  in  the  stomach  after 
eating,  and  headache.  She  has  during  this  period  become  ema- 
ciated and  desponding. 

I  saw  her  on  the  18th  of  January,  1851,  and  ordered  her  three 
doses  of  Sulphur,  followed  by  Sepia,  twelve  doses. 

27th. — Saw  her  again.     The   appetite   has  improved;    pain  of 
stomach  has  ceased ;  vomiting  occurs  more  rarely. 

Feb.  4. — Continued  improvement;  complains  only  of  debility. 
Ferrum,  eight  doses. 

Neither  pain  nor  vomiting  has  returned  up  to  this  date  March  2l6t 

Cholera  Britannica, 
Several  cases  of  this  affection  came  under  my  treatment  in 
May,  1850.     I  have  selected  for  illustration  the  following. 

Miss  B.,  aged  14,  was  attacked  on  the  12th  of  May,  1850,  with 
vomiting,  purging  and  tenesmus,  hot  skin,  quick  pulse  and  thirst 
Belladonna,  Antimonium,  Rhubarb,  Sulphur,  Nux  vomica  and  Calca- 
rea,  were  administered  in  succession.  Her  convalescence  was  com- 
plete in  eight  days,  not  requiring  tonics  to  restore  strength. 

The  disorder  was  epidemic,  and  under  the  ordinary  treat- 
ment was  much  longer  in  its  duration. 

Miss  B.,  a  phthisical  subject,  was  seized,  on  the  9th  of  August, 
1850,  with  vomiting,  purging,  accompanied  with  coldness  of  the 
extremities.  Veratrum  and  Arsenicum  were  given,  and  she  was 
convalescent  on  the  14th. 

Mr. brother  of  this  lady,  was  taken  ill  with  somewhat  similar 

symptoms  on  the  1 1th  of  August.  Mercurius  restored  him  in  two  days. 

Miss  G.  was  seized,  on  October  3l8t,  1850,  with  the  ordinaiy 
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symptoms  of  autumnal  cholera,  attended  by  smart  fever,  face  flushed, 
pulse  110.  Aconite,  Veratrum,  Arsenicum  and  Ipecac.,  relieved 
her  in  four  days,  and  she  regained  strength  immediately  without 
any  other  drugs. 

I  could  add  several  similar  cases,  one  of  a  lady,  aged  80,  but 
it  is  unDecessary.  I  will  merely  remark,  that,  with  one  excep- 
tion^  all  were  alike  ignorant  of  their  being   the   subjects   of 

homoeopathic  treatment. 

Pleurisy, 

Mrs.  R.,  residing  two  mlies  from  Alnwick,  was  seized  on  January 

19,  1850,  with  pleurisy  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest;  respiration 

inuch  impeded;   pulse  strong  and  frequent;   hot  skin,  with  thirst. 

Aconite  and  Arnica  alternated  relieved  her  in  two   hours.      The 

pcmgh  yielded  in  a  day  or  two  to  Ipecac. 

Neuralgia  Facialis, 

Miss  has  been  for  years  subject  to  severe  attacks  of  facial 

neuralgia,  accompanied  by  swelling  and  redness  of  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  mouth.  She  had  been  treated  by  leeches  and  various 
remedies,  but  the  paroxysms  yielded  slowly,  and  great  prostration 
(tf  strength  was  the  invariable  consequence.  I  was  called  to  see  her 
cm  the  17th  of  March,  1850,  and  ordered  her  Belladonna,  three 
globules  every  quarter  of  an  hour;  within  two  hours,  relief  was 
afforded,  and  the  cure  was  completed  by  Arsenicum,  succeeded  by 
Ghraphites.  No  tonic  nor  any  other  remedy  was  required,  as  had 
been  the  case  invariably  after  former  attacks. 

A  lady  who  knew  of  the  preceding  oase  sent  for  me ;  she  was 
suffering  in  a  similar  way;  she  suspected  that  homoeopathio 
remedies  had  been  employed  upon  her  friend.  I  told  her  that 
her  supicions  were  correct.  She  was  not  anxious  to  have  them 
used  in  her  own  case,  but  I  overcame  her  scruples ;  her  thank- 
fulness and  surprise  for  the  complete  and  speedy  relief  a£forded 
by  Belladonna  was  to  me  most  gratifying. 

Affections  feculiab  to  females. 

Threatened  Abortion. 
Mrs.  A.  (who  had  previously  miscarried  at  about  the  same  period), 
was  about  thirteen  weeks  advanced  in  pregnancy.  She  was  seized 
on  the  night  of  Sunday,  April  9th,  1 850,  with  bearing-down  pains, 
and  sanguineous  discharge.  Homoeopathic  preparations  and  doses 
of  Belladonna,  Aconite  and  Opium,  cured  her,  and  gestation  went  on 
to  the  full  period. 
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Puerperal  Inflammation. 

Mrs.  G.  was  seized  on  June  2drd,  ten  days  after  delivery,  (under 
the  Bupcrintendancc  of  a  midwife),  with  shivering  and  pain  in  the 
uterine  region,  increasejd  on  pressure,  attended  by  suppression  of  the 
lochia,  and  mammary  secretion.  Tongue  was  red  and  glazed, — pulse 
110,  with  constant  thirst;  anxiety  and  suffering  were  depicted  in 
her  countenance.  Aconite,  Chamomilla,  Nux  vomica,  and  Calcarea 
were  successively  administered.  She  was  convalescent  on  the  30th, 
and  has  continued  to  nurse  her  infant. 

Odontalgia, 

Several  cases  of  almost  instantaneous  relief  have  occarrod  to 
mo ;   I  will  relate  the  particulars  of  Only  one. 

I  was  called  to  Master  B.,  suffering  from  violent  tooth-ache,  arising 
from  two  decayed  molars,  in  the  right  side  of  the  upper  jaw:  the 
gums  were  hot  and  swollen.  Belladonna  and  Aconite  taken  alter- 
nately  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  afforded  speedy  and  peimanent  re- 
lief, and  extraction  by  the  surgeon  was  rendered  unnecessary. 

It  would  occupy  too  much  space  to  give  details  of  many 
chronic  cases  in  which  I  was  satisfied  of  the  superiority  of  the 
homoeopathic  practice.  In  diseases  peculiar  to  women  and 
children,  in  the  protean  forms  of  hysteria  and  dyspepsia,  (some 
of  the  latter  affections  we  have  reported  already,)  we  have  in  our 
materia  medica  resources  of  the  most  satisfactory  kind.  In  one 
case  always  present  to  my  mind,  the  sufferer  who  had  for  long 
been  the  victim  of  daily  and  nightly  opiates,  has  not  for  more 
than  twelve  months  taken  a  particle  of  this  drug,  pain  and 
restlessness  having  been  most  effectually  relieved  by  homoeopathic 
preparations  alone.  Those  conversant  with  the  distressing  se- 
quelae of  opiates,  can  readily  appreciate  the  greatness  of  such  a 
boon. 

One  case  of  anasarca  I  will  relate,  simply  because  the  subject 
of  it,  a  man  aged  65,  had  been  under  alloeopathio  treatment 
without  gaining  any  relief  by  it. 

When  I  first  saw  him,  his  legs  and  feet  were  very  much  swollen, 
and  (edematous,  ascites  likewise  existed.  The  urine  was  scanty,  and 
of  a  deep  red  colour.  After  taking  Bryonia  Tinct.,  one  drop  twice 
in  the  day,  followed  by  Pulsatilla  in  the  same  doses,  the  swelling  al- 
most entirely  disappeared. 
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Projkue  dUcharge  of  mucus  Jrom  the  nostrih, 
A  lady  the  subject  of  this  troublesome  affection,  consulted  me 
respecting  it     She  was  cured  by  two  doses  of  Nux  vomica. 

Rheumatism  and  Sciatica, 

Thomas  R.,  aged  45,  had  been  confined  to  the  house  for  two  weeks, 
baft  had  suffered  from  rheumatism  for  some  weeks  prior  to  his  keep- 
bkg  within  doors.  I  found  him  unable  to  walk,  complaming  of  mus- 
cular pains  in  the  back  and  loins,  with  severe  pain  down  the  course 
of  the  sciatic  nerve.  Two  days  after  taking  as  many  doses  of  Bry- 
onia, he  was  at  his  out-door  work,  and  has  continued  to  work  ever  since. 

Had  I  continued  to  entertain  doubts  upon  the  reality  of  ac- 
tion in  homoeopathic  remedies,  this  would  have  been  removed  by 
the  following  proof. 

I  gave  a  lady  for  a  chronic  affection,  Merciuius  9  globules,  divi- 
ded into  three  doses;  upon  calling  upon  her  a  few  days  afterwards, 
die  told  me  that  salivation  had  ensued. 

Let  it  be  remarked  that  she  was  ignorant  of  the  remedy  pre- 
scribed, and  moreover  believed  that  homoeopathio  medicines 
were  inert. 

The  foregoing  cases  then,  each  one  treated  by  myself  alone, 
ocnvinoed  me  that  all  my  pre-concieved  opinions  upon  homoao- 
pftthy  were  erroneous,  for^it  was  to  the  actiott  of  the  remedies 
administered  that  the  results  were  due. 

The  diet  waa  not  altered  in  the  case  of  children  at  the  breast, 
nor  in  the  cases  of  those  adults  unconscious  of  my  treatment 
oonld  imagination  have  exerted  the  slightest  influence? 

Bat  even  if  these  powerful  auxiliaries  have  assigned  to  them 
n  undue  share  of  influence,  I  would  ask  my  alloBopathic 
brethren,  whether  they  believe  that  imagination  will  cure  oases 
of  acute  disease,  the  rapid  subsidence  of  which,  under  homoe- 
opathio remedies  is  astonishing,  and  can  be  attested  by  thou- 
sands. Or  will  diet,  however  restricted  and  well  regulated,  bo 
eflfoctnal  for  the  same  desirable  end,  (aild  let  it  be  observed,  that 
in  the  two  cases  of  infantile  bronchitis  which  have  been  detailed, 
no  alteration  of  diet  could  have  been  made),  and  the  disease  only 
began  to  yield  (and  then  did  so)  upon  the  adnainistration  of  the 
homoeopathic  medicines.     But  if  this  line  of  argument  be  per- 
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BiBtcd  in  by  our  bretbreo,  or  the  assertion  that  the  rw  mediea- 
trix  natura  is  the  cause  of  recovery,  we  reply — ^be  comistent 
then,  do  not  continue  to  administer  the  nanseons  and  hurtful 
compounds  to  your  unhappy  patients,  if  you  think  that  the  dis- 
ease can  be  removed  by  the  combined  influences  of  diet,  imagi- 
nation, and  nature;  do  not  injure  their  stomachs  by  oalomel,  jalap, 
and  other  potent  drugs ;  nor  resort  to  bleeding,  blistering,  nor 
such  like  violent  measures.  Surely,  those  who  in  sincerity  advance 
such  arguments,  would  do  well  to  ponder,  whether  they  may 
not  easily  be  turned  against  themselves,  and  the  subjects  of  such 
unpleasant  experiments  may  with  reason  say, — gentlemen,  leave 
us  to  the  more  agreeable  remedies  of  imagination,  diet,  and  nature. 

But  we  have  been  not  a  little  surprised  of  late,  to  find  that 
the  once  oft  re-iterated  objection  to  the  employment  of  homoeo- 
pathic remedies  in  acute  and  dangerous  cases,  has  been  succeeded 
by  attempts  to  frighten  our  patients,  by  telling  them,  that  al- 
though the  seat  of  disease  may  be,  and  is  reached  by  homoeo- 
pathic remedies,  (for  the  evidence  of  this  is  beyond  dispute,)  yet, 
that  this  is  effected  at  the  expense  of  the  constitution.  Some  of 
my  patients  informed  me,  that  medical  men  told  them  by  way  of 
warning,  that  the  homoeopathic  medicines  were  virulent  poisons, 
and  that  although  they  removed  disease,  undermined  the  patient's 
system,  and  shortened  his  life !  O&e  lady  assured  me  so,  and 
another  was  told  that  if  she  persisted  in  taking  the  remedies 
which  I  prescribed  for  her,  she  would  die  suddenly.  Happily 
these  ladies  (who  were  both  my  patients),  were  women  possessed 
of  ability  and  will  to  exercise  their  reasoning  powers,  and  there- 
fore  they  disregarded  such  ridiculous  modes  of  setting  aside  the 
question.  We  told  them  that  if  the  remedies  were  poisons^ 
doctors  of  the  old  school  administered  the  same  in  much  larger 
quantities:  also  that  Hahnemann  who  proved  so  many  medi* 
cines  upon  himself,  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 

A  lady,  the  sister  of  a  fiiend  of  mine,  a  highly  respectable 
homoeopathic  physician,  was  gravely  told  by  a  gentleman  in  large 
practice,  that  a  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  with  which  a  lady 
is  troubled,  has  been  caused  by  the  Belladonna  given  to  her  by 
this  physician ;  at  another  time  this  same  practitioner  asserted 
tlmt  this  very  Belladonna  was  "nothing." 
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Strange  indeed  it  is  that  saoh  oontradiotory  assertions  should 
be  made,  bat  we  must  leave  the  task  of  reconciling  their  discre- 
pancies to  the  authors  themselves. 

But  another  objection  is  also  started,  viz.,  that  the  majority 

of  the  profession  is  opposed  to  it;  so  were  the  London  College 

of  Physicians  to  Harvey's  doctrine  of  the  circulation  of  the 

blood.  Vaccination  likewise  was  received  with  distrust,  and  was 

opposed.      Mr.  Sampson  in  the  work  before  quoted,  has  shown 

liow  those  of  authority  in  various  departments,  such  as  banking, 

the  post  office,  the  law,  have  ever  been  the  active  opponents  of 

sieasnres  of  undoubted  reform  affecting  their  own  vocation,  and 

that  therefore  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  (for  reasons 

easily  divined)  homGoopathy  should  meet  with  a  similar  reception 

fiom  members  of  the  medical  profession. 

It  is  not  to  the  credit  of  our  island,  that  while  the  doctrines  of 
homoeopathy  have  arrested  the  attention  and  become  the  study 
of  many  learned  and  experienced  medical  men  in  Europe  and 
America,  Oreat  Britain  is  the  only  country  where  it  has  been 
notioed  only  to  draw  forth  the  most  opprobrious  invectives.  It 
will  not  be  satisfactory  to  assert  that  Hahnemann's  theory  is  ab- 
soid  and  novel.  Dr.  Millingen  (not  a  homoeopathist)  asserts  in 
his  "  Curiosities  of  Medical  Experience,"  ^'  that  Hippocrates  laid 
down  in  his  aphorisms  the  incontrovertible  fact,  duohus  doloribus 
rimal  ohortiB,  non  tandem  eddem  inparie,  vehenientur  alterum 
oiteurat"  A.  46.  To  a  certain  degree  it  was  upon  this  assertion, 
which  the  experience  of  ages  has  confirmed,  that  Hahnemann 
founded  the  principal  and  most  important  point  of  his  doctrine; 
but  going  much  farther  than  the  Father  of  Medicine,  he  affirms 
that  similar  diseases  effectually  remove  each  other.  For  centuries 
practitioners  have  been  acting  homoeopathically;  the  exhibition 
of  specifics  in  fact,  being  nothing  else.  Specifics  are  known  to 
produce  symptoms  similar  to  the  diseases  they  cure.  To  in- 
crease the  number  of  these  specifics  has  been  the  laborious  and 
singular  study  of  Hahnemann  and  his  disciples,  a  study  of  which 
Haller  had  first  given  the  example;  and  the  same  author  justly 
states,  "that  our  safest,  perhaps  our  sole  guide  in  the  study  of 
disease,  is  the  group  of  symptoms,  that  become  more  and  more 
perceptible  during  the  course  of  our  investigations."  Even  were 
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we  to  disemrd  the  theory,  we  onmol  so  dal  wiA  fiMift.  Let  ns 
nol  c«re  eo  moch  ebom  the  coueU—  of  his  thaaij,  fSv  the 
histofj  of  medicine  aAbrde  the  sIbmmI  eoanlMit  iwhaiiaiiiM  of 
ooe  theory  fisr  another,)  ae  the  %mtrttt  of  the  piMliig.  I  ask 
the  imprejudiced  medical  cnqirirer,  to  leadatleMiiid^y  Aa  "yaiwj 
on  the  hoffiCEopathie  treatment  of  the  Asiatie  Ckolen^*  and  the 
^  Narrative  of  a  miflfiion  to  Irdand  dnring  the  fume  and  poii- 
knee  of  1847/  by  Joaeph  Kidd,  sorgeoB. 

Thoae  easays  will  Ve  fimnd  in  a  Tohnne  pnhiiJiBd  mder  the 
Bopeiintendanoe  of  the  Biitiah  Uomceopadiie  Aaanriatkm,  bj 
Sai&oel  Higfaky,  32,  Fleet  Street,  Lopdon, 

What  were  Mr.  Kidd'a  auxiliaries  bn  treating  the  maljgnaai 
typhus,  and  yet  how  marked  was  his  snceem*  aa  psoiwd  by  the 
coDTincing  testimony  of  elergymra  and  others  who  had  no  in- 
terest whaterer  in  supporting  the  honMBi^athie  pmetine  ? 

The  writer^s  own  ezperienoe  for  nearly  eighUwn  mnnthB^  the 
irresistible  erideoee  hroogbt  nnder  his  notiee  in  his  reaeardieB^ 
made  alike  in  the  writings  of  those  opposed  aa  wdl  aa  of  thoae 
ikToiirable  to  homoeopathy,  furnished  fiusts  upon  fadti^  until  aa 
orerwbelming  array  preaented  themsdves.  He  lidt  that  althoqg^ 
there  was  nothing  to  prerent  his  continuing  to  piactiae  how  and 
in  what  manner  he  chose,  he  was  folly  connneed  that  the 
homoBopatfaic  principle  was  the  correct  one,  ind  that  his  own 
SQccess  in  practice  upon  that  principle  was  the  moat  marked  in 
the  history  of  his  professional  life;  he  felt  that  the  only  honest 
course  to  adopt,  was  the  ayowal  of  his  beliet  He  knew  that  by 
so  doing  be  would  draw  down  upon  him  the  anger  of  hia  former 
professional  fnends,  that  would  for  a  time  at  leatft^  endanger  his 
professional  reputation,  and  separate  him  firom  all  ectisting 
professional  ties.  On  the  other  hand,  be  dared  not  relinquiah 
those  remedies,  the  mode  of  administering  which  he  had  found 
so  efficacious  in  curing  rapidly  and  safely  ao  many  forms 
of  disorders.  He  was  told  that  to  avow  himself  an  bomcsopathist, 
would  be  to  take  a  step  fatal  to  bis  reputation  aa  a  scientific 
physician,  but  the  words  of  Dr.  Baillie  (as  truly  a  scientific  mim 
as  any  of  his  successors)  were  strongly  impressed  upon  his  mind, 
''  tell  me  what  will  do  my  patients  good,  and  I  will  give  it  to  them." 
Estimating  so  highly  as  he  does  the  homceopathic  practice,  it 
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will  not  be  considered  a  matter  for  surprise  that  he  should 
consider  it  his  duty  resolutely  to  defend  it,  and  diligently  to  pro- 
pagate ity  and  this  he  is  determined  to  do,  uninfluenced  by  the 
frowns  or  even  threats  of  those  with  whom  he  was  not  long  since 
on  terms  of  intimate  friendship.  His  only  wish  is  the  removal 
of  the  prejudice  which  prevents  their  investigating  the  subject ; 
an  investigation,  which  if  pursued  with  a  determination  to  ar- 
rive at  the  truth,  he  is  convinced  must  result  in  a  firm  belief  of 
tbe  greater  certainty,  and  therefore  incalculable  superiority  of 
die  homceopathic  practice  in  the  removal  of  disease:  or  if  this 
be  not  practicable,  at  least,  of  the  more  effective  relief  of  suf- 
fering. 

To  call  Hahnemann  and  his  followers  quacks,  is  merely  to  say 
that  which  is  false.  A  system  of  therapeutics  which  is  based  upon 
observation  and  experience,  which  has  been  tested  by  various 
penons  in  different  parts  of  the  globe;  these  persons  publishing 
to  the  world  the  results  of  their  investigations,  these  results 
agreeing  remarkably  with  one  another,  can  this  with  justice  be 
called  quackery?  It  pretends  not  to  possess  a  universal  remedy 
ftr  the  various  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to;  it  does  not  conceal  its  re- 
uediesy  on  the  contrary,  it  publishes  them  without  reserve,  and 
iuviteB  all  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  to  test  its  truth 
or  its  falsehood  for  themselves.  Take  Aconite  for  example,  in 
infinitesimal  doses,  administer  it  as  we  have  frequently  done  to 
iui  in&nt  at  the  breast,  so  as  to  exclude  any  supposed  effect  of 
fhe  imagination,  it  will  be  found  to  be  an  indisputable  fact,  that 
this  medicine  in  this  very  minute  dose,  will  subdue  inflammatory 
aetion  more  e£Bectually,  more  quickly,  more  safely,  than  any 
otiier  known  means.  Every  practitioner  may  convince  himself 
of  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  It  was  the  testimony  of  so  many 
enlightened  and  honest  men,  professional  and  unprofessional, 
that  first  led  me  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  others  I  believe 
will  from  similar  reasons,  be  led  to  adopt  a  like  course;  what  the 
result  will  be,  it  does  not  require  to  be  told.    Truth  will  prevail. 

York,  Juno  1851. 
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DISEASES   CAUSED  BY  MENTAL  EMOTIONS,  AND 
THEIR    HOMCEOPATfflC  TREATMENT. 

Bt  J.  Millard,  M.R.C.S.L.,  L.S^,  H.E.I.C.,  &c.  &c. 

{Read  before  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Society,  AprU  1«^  1851.) 

With  what  increased  8atis£Eu;tioD,  confidence,  and  pleasing  an- 
ticipation as  to  the  results,  a  medical  practitioner  attacks 
disease,  who  has  embraced  and  takes  for  his  gnide  the  divine 
law  of  healing  with  its  remedies,  as  discovered  by  the  illustrious 
Hahnemann,  no  one  can  estimate  but  the  homoeopatbist  If 
the  results  be  so  satisfactory  in  fifty  years,  grant  that  there  be 
but  steadfastness  in  adhering  to  the  truths  and  principles  it 
inculcates,  and  we  can  in  some  measure  estimate  what  homoM)- 
pathy  will  efiect  under  God  in  another  fifty  years.  But 
methinks  all  the  world  can  understand  the  achievement  effected 
and  the  boon  received  firom  its  great  author,  by  a  compari- 
son. Let  them  consider  what  would  be  the  experience,  so  full 
of  failure  and  disaster,  of  that  architect,  who  had  all  his  life 
raised  or  attempted  to  raise  his  buildings,  and  laid  down  oar 
attempted  to  lay  down  his  water  courses  while  ignorant  of  the 
law  of  gravitation,  or  of  hydraulics,  or  the  plumb-line,  and  what 
his  delight  and  the  certainty  of  the  results  after  discovering 
and  applying  to  his  art  these  natural  and  unerring,  unvarying 
guides — the  established  laws  of  God  and  of  nature. 

Now  as  the  architect,  if  seeking  to  be  so  guided  by  the  law 
of  nature,  should  fail  to  find  the  expected  results^  after  laying 
down  his  canals  or  course  of  sewerage,  yet  should  never  dream 
of  questioning  the  established  laws  of  gravitation,  or  hydraulics, 
and  the  use  of  the  plumb-line,  so,  neither  vrill  the  servant  of 
nature,  the  scientific  and  divinely  guided  homoeopathist,  ques- 
tion the  law  of  healing  and  homoeopathy.  Methinks  it  is  with 
the  same  confidence  the  homoeopathist  should  approach  the 
treatment  of  every  disease  as  far  as  dependence  upon  the  truth- 
fulness of  nature's  established  law,  though  our  success  vrill  be 
agreeable  to  the  range  our  remedies  may  take,  be  they  the 
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application  of  remedies  already  long  in  use,  or  the  discovery  of 
tbose  new  to  us,  but  brought  out  to  light  by  the  researches  of 
Hahnemann  and  his  followers,  and  all  by  occasion  of  their 
provings,  conducted  with  much  perseverance  and  care. 

Every  variance  from  health  is  disease,  whether  in  mind  or 
body.  Now  as  to  our  remedies,  we  maintain,  agreeable  to  that 
sacred  statement  put  interrogatively — "Is  there  no  balm  in 
Gilead  ?  Is  there  no  physician  there  ?"*  that  for  man's  use,  to 
the  servant  of  nature,  the  homoeopathist,  there  is  provided  in 
nature  a  remedy  for  every  disease,  or  variance  from  health; 
bounded  only  by  the  corrupt  tendency  of  a  dying  man,  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  All-wise  Disposer  of  events.  Man,  we  know, 
18  bom  with  disease  inherent  in  every  part,  but  developed  in 
some  persons  at  an  early  age,  or  with  increased  force  at  one 
time  than  at  another.  Some  inherit  from  their  parents  ailments 
or  disease,  of  which,  though  the  seeds  may  have  ever  existed  in 
them,  these  would  have  laid  dormant  had  not  their  habits 
nourished  them  into  manifestation,  and  then  so  entailed  them 
upon  their  children ;  others  derive  by  contact  that  which  they 
might  have  lived  out  their  life  without  knowing  its  power; 
whilst  other  men  give  indications  of  disease  in  a  susceptibility 
fer  receiving  a  strong  impress  from  external  influences  that 
ttflfect  most  persons  but  little  or  not  at  all.  These  remarks  serve 
to  account  for  or  bear  upon  the  subject  of  the  cause  of  strongly 
and  easily  excited  Mental  Emotions,  or  which  lead  to  different 
symptoms  that  give  evidence  of  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  Sick- 
ness, and  impress  upon  our  minds  the  importance  of  noting  and 
avoiding,  as  far  as  practicable,  remote  and  exciting  causes  of 
oerebral  or  nervous  affections,  or  of  those  things  which  may 
induce  them.  Perhaps  no  diseases  the  homcBopathist  seeks  to 
combat  give  more  satisfactory  results,  if  we  take  into  considern- 
don  the  small  amount  of  help  or  cure  effected  by  allopathy, 
than  do  those  consequent  upon  Mental  Emotions,  or  affections 
of  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  What  a  list  of  ailments  and 
diseases  resulting  from  Emotions,  or  Ust  of  emotions  the  effect 
of  disordered  brain  and  nervous  system,  have  been  relieved 
and  cured  by  homoeopathic  remedies !  and  we  are  encouraged 

*  We  acknowledge  a  higher  application  of  these  words. 
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Xt  rii:T  vru  '1&  rrcr-  izii  ri=r.:i2$  Ajsceui,  azki  the 
-riJr:i  c-»e  u^  ihr^lii-is  i:  zifn^  c^l  fierrces  safply,  «re  the 
orziia  ▼iifi  i{jr5*i*ic  -vij:  is  io  le  kno-wn  or  &tt  by  xis; 
b--.;  if  *i>r;  iispresB  nikie  spxk  d:*2L,  vbeslker  of  plnsore  or  pain, 
hh  ir,r,^iizjtze  or.  tlr>^rL  cbfir  dffec^  are  too  soong  for  tbdi 
<?oxLpla£»^Xii  eiuiwia&:ic.  ;£t^T  vill  gire  sigiB  of  hann  zeodved, 
tiitter  bj  disorder  of  their  facnldes  or  pcsdve  diaease.  Per- 
{y'/tis  vho  are  call-ed  Derroos.  and  baTe  peculiar  nandesci^ 
c^/rrjplainu,  often  trace  these,  if  olosely  examined  (a  thing  ve 
would  ftogge«l  in  all  sach  cases »,  to  some  serere  ODslangfat 
upon  the  mind  or  seijsee.  This  day  I  hare  met  with  a  case  of 
lU'tH  Af^miftion,  who,  on  close  enquiry,  informed  me»  that  m 
>oij(h  hhe  had  been  trespassing,  and  being  saddenly  disturbed.. 
\fiu-:imfr  sifnif:  deaf  in  one  ear  ever  aAor.  and  is  so  at  this  moment. 
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The  nerves,  like  the  skin,  and  muscle^  and  bone,  can  only  bear 
80  much  impress  and  invasion  or  exercise,  without  damage. 
I  think  the  remarks  I  have  made  are  sustained  by  the 
eases  to  which  I  would  direct  your  attention,  lamenting 
only  they  will  have  so  much  in  their  details  that  is  defective ; 
this,  however,  is  my  consolation, — it  is  pardonable  if  in  honesty, 
seeking  to  trace  and  obey  the  law  of  the  Divine  Physician,  and 
using  His  remedies  in  His  manner,  I  do  so  imperfectly.  This 
is  an  interesting  but  deep  mine !    May  we  search  it  out ! 

Cass  L — Extreme  anxiety  of  mind  ending  in  disordered  condition 

or  sub'Ocute  Inflammation  of  the  Cerebellum, 
In  1847,  Mr.  B.,  the  child  of  parents  both  of  whose  families 
noted  cases  of  insanity  or  melancholia,  of  a  sanguine  temperament, 
body  not  robust  from  childhood,  states  that  his  mother  experienced 
much  affliction  whilst  pregnant  with  him.  His  habits  in  youth  had 
weakened  him ;  had  been  the  subject  of  fever  with  cerebral  affection ; 
ia  later  years  of  dyspepsia  and  disordered  liver ;  more  recently  had 
over-wrought  the  mind  and  vocal  organs  by  study  and  public  speak- 
log,  inducing  for  a  season  inability  to  think  much  or  study,  and 
calcareous  deposit  in  the  trachea.  These  last  were  removed  by  rest 
of  mind  and  body,  more  generous  diet,  and  milder  air.  In  1847  he 
became  the  subject  of  much  anxiety  of  mind  through  difficulties  in 
business,  attended  too  with  fatigue  of  body.  This  at  length  induced 
partial  sleeplessness  for  several  nights,  and  no  relief  of  mind  coming 
to  his  aid  it  increased;  a  sense  of  crampy  pain  and  ache  at  the 
^gastrium;  for  which,  being  a  homoeopath,  with  the  aid  of 
another  medical  adviser,  he  took  medicines,  as  Aconite,  Ars. 
Chin.  Ver.  Bry.  Nux.  &c.  &c.  The  malady  was  considered  to  be 
nervousness,  with  derangement  of  the  stomach.  Diarrhoea  set  in, 
with  copious  watery  discharge,  producing  exhaustion ;  the  excretions 
being  pale.  On  attempting  to  or  on  dropping  off  to  sleep,  a  very 
thrilling  sensation  passed  through  his  whole  frame,  which  produced 
great  and  peculiar  distress ;  sense  of  heat  and  general  perspiration. 
Thus  attempting  to  sleep  was  painful  and  not  desirable ;  or  he  could 
not  sleep  though  he  turned  on  the  one  or  the  other  side.  Cloudi- 
ness of  mind  and  intervals  of  delirium  set  in.  He  dwelt  much  on 
his  former  venal  tendencies;  had  great  fear  of  death  and  of  being 
eternally  lost;  dislike  to  seeing  friends.  Debility,  with  increased 
sexual  excitement,  the  indulgence  of  which  produced  at  the  ecstacy, 
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peculiar — punfbl  sensation  in  the  head,  at  the  cerebdlmn.  No 
improrement  occnrring,  saTe  a  healthier  action  of  the  liTer  and 
bowels,  the  nervous  symptoms  and  affection  of  the  head  eren 
becoming  worse,  there  was  entire  disqniettide,  with  ranch  tosang, 
and  multiplication  of  wants,  and  much  aolicitnde  of  mind.  The 
friends  questioning  the  diagnosis,  sought  the  opinion  of  another,  who, 
upon  marking  the  countenance,  enquired  carefulfy  if  he  did  not  feel 
some  pain  in  the  occiput,  which,  on  being  shook,  produced 
littie  uneasiness.  There  was  now  entire  want  of  sleep  and  resdess- 
ness  excessive.  The  opinion  thence  formed  was,  that  the  imeaaness 
at  the  epigastrium  was  entirely  sympathetic  and  symptomatic  of  an 
affection  of  the  cerebellum. 

Diet  beef-tea.  Hyosc.  "/»  was  prescribed  only,  and  the  result 
proved  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis.  The  effect  produced  was 
very  marked.  A  season  of  greater  distress  followed ;  aggravation  of 
the  restiessness,  with  much  talking  and  great  anxiety  of  mind; 
frequent  rising  up  in  the  bed,  even  every  minute,  and  then  lying 
down; — ^this  lasted  for  eight  hours.  Gradually,  at  length,  a  disposition 
to  sleep  came  on,  but  indulgmg  it  as  well  as  the  desire,  was  attended 
with  great  and  peculiar  agony  of  the  frame,  as  if  from  the  head, 
accompanied  with  groaning.  Sleep  at  length  got  the  victory;  it 
lasted  two  hours,  and  he  then  awoke,  took  some  beef-tea,  and  spoke 
calmly;  directed  with  prudence  some  minor  domestic  matters. 
Sleep  recurred  at  intervals  day  and  night.  Much  exhaustion  of 
body,  though  not  extreme,  was  felt.  He  took  beef-tea  at  times,  and 
remained  calm;  improvement  advanced.  An  occasional  dose  of 
Aurum  was  given,  and  he  recovered.  For  chronic  ailments  Staph. 
Nux.  Lach.  Cantb.,  has  been  very  serviceable  since,  and  greaUy 
restored  vigour  both  to  body  and  mind  of  this  sufferer. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  irreparable  mischief,  and 
possibly  death,  would  have  resulted  in  this  case  if  allopathy  had 
been  used,  or  an  incorrect  diagnosis  persisted  in.  How  do  we 
underrate  liomoDopathy ! 

Case  II — Deafness  from  Fright 

Feb.  1851. — Miss  G ,  set.  35,  is  the  child  of  parents  both  of 

whom  died  of  apoplexy ;  she  is  a  sufferer  from  obstinate  deafness^ 
the  result  of  fright.  This  lady  states,  her  mother  whilst  pregnant  of 
her,  and  in  good  health  and  of  strong  mind,  became  the  subject  of 
severe  affliction — this  produced  in  her  mother  exceeding  timidity  and 
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OMutant  Ibreboding  of  ctiI,  yet  only  vntil  her  safe  delivery  of  my 
patient^  Miss  O.  She  has  inherited  from  her  mother  a  very  sensitive 
nerrous  character — ^most  susceptible  to  pain  and  any  unkindness — 
moreoyer,  as  a  little  girl  and  until  puberty,  was  a  somnambulist. 
Upon  the  catamenia  appearing  the  somnambulism  ceased,  though 
before,  she  would  walk  about  the  house,  ask  questions  and  answer — 
her  eyes  quite  open  and  very  prominent,  and  return  to  bed,  having 
trmTersed  the  house  in  her  night  dress  without  waking. 

Thirteen  years  since.  Miss  O.  whilst  sitting  in  her  room,  was 
loased  by  the  entrance  of  a  lunatic  lady,  who  would  have  murdered 
her  but  that  she  fled  and  locked  herself  up  in  an  adjoining  room ;  the 
extreme  fright  was  followed  inmiediately  by  severe  beating  of  the 
heart,  and  by  a  degree  of  deafness  in  the  left  ear,  which  has  greatly 
increased  since,  the  right  ear  becoming  also  affected  ;  she  found  her 
friends  one  day  talking  to  her,  of  which  she  heard  not  a  word. 
Her  age  is  35 ;  temperament  sanguine ;  hair  dark  brown ;  coun. 
tenance  fresh  coloured ;  has  had  generally  good  health,  she  says, 
though  not  strong.  Soon  after  becoming  deaf  she  was  exposed  to 
much  heat  near  a  fire,  and  thinks  she  may  have  taken  some  cold  ; 
•he  has  always  a  rushing  noise  in  the  left  ear,  as  of  wind ;  she  has 
had  sufferings  from  indigestion  with  palpitation  of  the  heart,  inducing 
pain  near  the  heart,  which  she  thinks  arises  from  the  stomach,  as  the 
ejection  of  wind  removes  it ;  a  sense  of  faintness  attends  indigestion 
occasionally ;  whilst  faint  the  whizzing  in  the  ear  is  removed,  but  it 
returns  on  the  faintness  leaving  her.  Both  her  parents  died  suddenly 
of  apoplexy,  and  she  also  has  at  times  a  sense  of  fulness  of  blood 
about  the  head : — headache  if  much  excited ;  vertigo  on  stooping ; 
pupil  rather  contracted;  tongue  white;  pulse  88,  soft;  sleeps  well ; 
dreams  much,  and  even  by  day  if  she  lies  down,  which  in  the  day  is 
fiiUowed  by  a  stupid  feel ;  dreams  of  bulls  and  slaughter-houses ;  is 
subject  to  cramp  of  the  left  arm,  side  and  leg,  being  the  same  side  as 
the  ear  first  and  now  most  deaf ;  rather  constipated  ;  urine  natural ; 
diet  simple,  is  fond  of  tea. 

/v.  ct.  Chin,  "/jo  to  antidote  the  tea ;  Aeon,  "/j,  %  bis  die : 
and  then  %,  V,  quotid.  in  turns  with  BeU.  '/i,  %  bis  die. 

Feb.  22. — Feels  relieved  in  part  by  the  medicine,  especially  the 
Aconite  was  grateful ;  sleep  more  composed ;  thinks  she  has  too  much 
Mood  because  abstemiousness  has  always  suited  her  best.  The  Bell. 
^\  sensibly  affected  her,  though  she  persevered  in  its  use,  inducing 
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dryness  and  burning  in  the  throat ;  pain  in  the  left  side,  arm,  neigh* 
bourhood  of  the  heart  (the  sound  of  which  is  normal)  and  top  of  the 
chest ;  a  tight  feeling  about  the  heart  continues  to-day ;  she  now 
states  the  catamenia  have  always  been  scanty  and  irregular  before 
20,  and  that  they  were  increased  somewhat  by  the  fright.  The  Bell, 
exerting  needlessly  a  considerable  action. 

R  CofT.  %  Stat  and  repeat  if  sleep  disturbed. 
This  answered  two  purposes.     It  immediately  removed  the  very 
active  pathogenetic  effect  of  the  Bell.,  and  then  established  her  an 
homoeopathist  by  this.     She  said  she  learned  the  suitability  of  the 
remedy  and  the  power  of  its  antidote.     Hence  she  is  a  full  convert. 

Pr,  Puis,  '/ao,  Ve  bis  die. 

Feb.  24. — Is  convinced  she  heard  better  in  church  yesterday ; 
thinks  her  indigestion  affects  her  hearing ;  pulse  84,  weaker ;  tongue 
rather  white ;  noise  of  ears  same ;  flatulence  less ;  head  better ; 
catamenia  more  free  this  time ;  conmoienced  yesterday ;  they  are 
generally  followed  by  leucorrhcea ;  catamenia  give  relief. 

Repet.  Puis,  '/s,  Ve  bis  die. 

March  1. — States  she  hears  better  at  all  times  when  first  rising ; 
cannot  hear  so  weU  if  she  reads  or  studies ;  noise  in  the  ears  the 
same ;  no  pain  in  the  side  and  about  the  heart  to-day ;  the  catamenia 
lasted  six  days  and  increased,  and  no  leucorrhcea  has  followed  ;  for- 
merly she  used  to  feel  languid  and  out  of  sorts,  but  now  very  well ; 
used  to  feel  deafer  before  the  catamenia,  not  so  since  homceopathic 
treatment ;  the  weather  if  cold,  as  is  to-day  the  case,  dulls  the  hear- 
ing ;  pulse  64  and  weak ;  tongue  rather  white ;  the  head  feels  stupid 
and  numbed  ;  bowels  rather  costive ;  dreamt  of  departed  friends. 

Stat.  R  Nux.  "%o  pro  constip.,  Bry.  "/»  postea. 
Cras,  R  Veratrum  %>  sice,  and  —  y^  y^  bis  die; 
postea :  Pids.  %o  in  trib.  dieb. 

March  7.—- She  now  states  her  health  generally  is  much  improved 
and  very  good;  has  no  leucorrhcea;  the  heart  now  quiet  on  exertion 
though  formerly  pain  with  palpitation ;  noise  in  the  ears  the  same  ; 
has  been  a  long  walk  and  pulse  86,  soft ;  head  uneasy  from  eating 
unwisely  of  fish,  hearing  in  consequence  not  so  well ;  the  tongue 
less  white ;  occasionally  has  for  years  had  a  cracking  noise  behind 
the  left  ear — this  occurred  two  days  ago  like  a  report ;  still  the  noise 


and  their  Homoeopathic  Treatment,  403 

of  rushing  wind ;  the  wax  has  increased  in  the  ears  since  homoeo- 
pathic treatment ;  felt  the  Veratrum  searching  her  frame. 

Pr.  Lach.  "/»  h.  s.  and  in  six  and  seven  days, 
Puis.  ^Yso  8S.  and  in  five  days. 

March  14. — Cannot  hear  so  well  with  the  ear  that  has  hcen  least 
affected,  hut  better  with  that  most  affected,  in  wluch  she  has  an  itch- 
ing ;  has  not  heard  the  cracking  noise,  and  could  hear  a  clock  tick 
to-day ;  says  that  though  no  improvement  followed  the  Yer.  it  has 
the  Lach. ;  occasionally  less  noise  in  the  ear ;  pulse  86,  soft;,  tongue 
rather  dirty. 

Pr,  Lach.  "/,o»  eras. — and  %oo»  %  Aqua,  bis  die ; 
Puis,  hodie,  and  in  three  days. 

March  21. — The  left  and  most  affected  ear  improved ;  the  right 
the  same  as  last  report ;  noise  the  same ;  feels  occasional  rush  of 
blood  to  the  head ;  thinks  she  shall  have  apoplexy,  and  has  for  a  long 
time  thought  so ;  head  heavy  where  the  circulation  seems  to  revert ; 
left  arm  now  and  then  feels  heavy ;  she  states  when  formerly  the 
heart  was  affected  the  left  arm  was  also  affected ;  pulse  is  88,  soft ; 
bowels  regular ;  sleeps  without  dreaming ;  hearing  worse  in  damp 
weather ;  no  leucorrhoea ;  no  palpitation. 

Be  Laches.  V»>  V*  his  die  two  days,  and  then  Sulph.  "/». 

March  28. — Since  yesterday  she  has  heard  better  with  both  ears 
than  formerly  with  that  least  affected ;  the  effect  of  the  medicine  she 
says  greatly  amuses  her ;  noise  of  ear  same ;  says  while  taking  the 
medicine  the  last  three  days  the  improvement  was  at  the  greatest ; 
left  arm  feels  heavy,  and  there  is  uneasiness  of  the  left  side,  which 
passing  off  of  wind  removes ;  pulse  90,  soft ;  tongue  good ;  head 
feels  full ;  ceases  to  forbode  apoplexy ;  mental  power  increased ; 
mind  calm  ;  says  all  former  allopathic  treatment  made  her  worse. 

This  caso  is  still  under  treatment.  I  have  introduced  the 
case  for  the  reason  I  before  stated.  Its  origin  is  interesting  and 
suggestive. 

Case  III. — Fright  foUowed  hy  Hysteria^  with  Convtdsions. 

Mrs.  Alsop,  let.  25,  March  7,  1849,  nervous,  weakly,  and  rather 
fleshy  in  person. — Has  been  the  subject  of  much  grief  from  trials. 
Says  she  was  exceedingly  frightened  two  years  since  on  passing 
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through  the  Park  at  night ;  it  was  followed  in  a  few  hours  or  days  by 
a  cold  sensation  in  the  bearing  part  of  the  back  (sacrum)  which 
passed  up  to  the  head ;  then  her  left  arm  tingled  and  she  became 
insensible  ;  during  this  state  she  holds  the  head  erect,  the  eyes  are 
fixed,  and  the  muscles  of  the  eyes,  neck,  and  left  arm  work ;  she  did 
not  fall  down,  but  remained  stiff  and  fixed ;  thus  she  continued  for 
some  time,  it  then  passed  off,  leaving  the  left  arm  twitching — the 
head  aching,  and  chiefly  the  left  side ;  over  the  eyes,  shooting  pains ; 
These  fits  have  daily  or  frequently  returned,  and  render  her  a  burden 
to  her  husband  and  useless  in  her  £unily.  Has  one  child.  She  was 
frightened  when  the  catamenia  were  in  progress — they  were  stopped. 
Her  spirits  are  depressed ;  she  states  that  the  catamenia  were  always 
scanty,  but  were  more  abundant  at  the  time  of  the  fright ;  pain  in  the 
back  and  sense  of  bearing  down  accompanies  the  catamenia ;  is  now 
suckling ;  has  leucorriioea,  yellow,  thick ;  bowels  regular ;  pulse  84, 
not  strong ;  appetite  good ;  she  moans  in  her  sleep. 

R  Puis.  "/„  Stat,  followed  by  Ver.  *%q,  in  divided  doses,  and 
then  Sepia,  %o.    To  occupy  fourteen  days. 

March  22,  fourteen  days  after. — Has  had  no  fit  since  I  saw  her ; 
is  not  heavy  and  listless  in  the  morning  as  before;  spirits  improved ; 
does  not  feel  weak ;  leucorrhoea  continues ;  slept  well,  but  dreams  she 
is  in  and  near  water ;  eyes  seem  weak  to  the  light,  and  are  bright ; 
pupil  dilated ;  has  taken  cold ;  some  pain  behind  the  left  ear  and 
temple  ;  much  thirst ;  no  appetite ;  legs  heavy  ;  pulse  92. 

R  Graph.  "/„stat.;  in  a  week,  Sulph.  "/lo;  and  another  week, 

Calc.  "/m- 

April  5. — ^Has  had  no  fit  at  all ;  much  stronger ;  is  not  now  ex- 
cited or  nervous;  all  the  complaints  she  has  named  have  been 
removed,  but  mentions  she  is  subject  to  haemorrhoids ;  she  ate  pork 
a  few  days  since  and  the  next  day  noticed  these  were  troublesome, 
external,  and  bled ;  thirst ;  feels  swelled  and  full ;  has  been  at 
work  in  her  family ;  tongue  clean ;  does  not  dream ;  no  catamenia 
for  five  weeks. 

Bell.  "/,a ;  quotid.  and  Puis.  "/^  o.  2  die. 

April  19,  fourteen  days  after. — Has  had  inflamed  tonsils,  which 
were  removed  by  Bry.  and  BelL ;  no  complaint  save  nausea  for  three 
days  following,  in  the  mornings :  no  catamenia  seen  for  sev^ 
weeks;  spirits  good,  rather  agreeable  but  craving  appetite.     She 
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proTed  enceinte.  Much  gratification  to  herself  and  hushand  at  the 
success  of  the  treatment. 

She  has  since  heen  confined^  did  well  and  had  no  return  of 
fits.  Such  a  case  is  sufficient  to  convince  any  hut  the  stultified 
or  wilfully  blind,  of  the  truth  of  homceopatliy  and  the  homceopa- 
thio  law. 

Casb  IV — Chorea^  Dimneu^  and  Neuralgia  of  the  JSi/e,  cotuequent 

upon  Fright, 

March  20,  1851,  10  p.m. — I  was  sent  for  to ,  set.  30,  a  pale, 

cheerful  young  woman,  of  nervous,  sensitive,  sanguine  temperament. 
She  is  suffering  extremely  firom  nem*algia  of  the  right  eye,  which 
has  come  on  suddenly  at  8  P.  M.  I  learn  she  went  yesterday  to  the 
Panorama  of  the  Nile,  which  produced  extravagant  pleasure  and 
delight,  followed  by  talkativeness  mingled  with  laughter,  which  lasted 
for  hours,  and  which  was  with  difficulty  suppressed  by  her  mistress. 
There  has  been  for  two  hours,  and  is  now,  with  little  or  no  interval, 
severe  darting  pains  in  the  eye,  a  sense  of  weight  and  pressure  upon 
it  with  burning,  it  it  paralyticaUy  closed  and  the  ball  appears  con. 
riderably  flattened,  a  bright  flame  or  light  is  seemingly  seen  before 
it;  pulse  80,  not  strong;  face  now  pale,  though  after  seeing  the 
panorama  the  cheeks  were  patched  with  red  blush ;  has  dreamt  of 
being  killed.  This  severe  attack  came  on  while  reading  this  even- 
ing.  Suddenly  she  began  rubbing  the  eye,  at  the  same  time  saying 
**  its  all  scarlet,**  followed  in  two  minutes  by  intense  agony  darting 
through  firom  the  eye  to  the  back  of  the  head,  with  a  sunken  appear- 
ance of  the  eye,  which  was  spasmodically  closed.  On  being  asked  to 
open  it,  she  said  "  it  is  open,  is  it  not, — it  is  all  a  bright  light ; "  she 
trembled,  turned  faint,  and  looked  pale.  About  one  quarter  of  a  pint 
ot  warm  sugar  and  water  was  given  to  her,  and  the  faintness  passed 
oC  Bathing  the  eye  was  tried  by  her  attendants  without  relief,  the 
eyelid  still  perfectly  closed,  nor  could  it  be  opened.  Intervals  of  ease 
oocuired  between  the  intense  agony.  An  allopathist  was  sent  for. 
He  pronounced  her  spine  afiectcd  (spinal  chord) ;  ordered  a  mustard 
plaster,  which  was  not  applied,  for  the  lady  of  the  house,  though 
anxious,  waited  the  arrival  of  homGeopathic  aid.  The  same  gentleman 
sent  a  mixture  which  smelled  strongly  of  an  aromatic,  of  which  a  dose 
was  given,  and  the  feet  placed  in  mustard  and  water.  Parox3rsms 
of  pain   continued  till  my  arrival.     At  10  p.m.,  to  lose  no   time. 
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I  ordered  her  Bell,  y^  gtt.  j,  and  if  no  relief  occurred  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  Spigelia  y^  gtt.  j.  I  was  induced  to  take  with  me  the  low 
potencies  as  well  as  others,  that,  under  the  urgency  of  the  report,  I 
might  be  supplied  and  minister  them  if  desirable.  I  do  not  here 
maintain  that  a  higher  potency  might  or  might  not  have  sufficed, 
though  I  quite  feel  that  that  potency  is  the  best,  which  with  least 
quantity  and  least  ayyravatiofi  yet  produces  the  needed  relief. 

No  relief  followed  Bell.,  which  did  not  surprise  me.  The  Spi- 
gelia %  was  taken.  In  five  minutes  I  heard  a  snore,^-6he  was 
asleep ;  in  ten  minutes  she  sighed  and  awoke.  ''  How  is  the  pain?'* 
I  asked.  "  Quite  gone,  sir,"  was  the  reply ;  '*  but  the  bright  light 
is  still  there,"  and  the  eye  closed  and  sank  as  before. 

Pr. — To  take  no  medicine  unless  the  pain  returns,  and  then  repeat 

Spig.  %. 

March  22. — Reports :    remained  easy  for  half-an-hour  after  I  left 
her  last  night,  when  a  slight  pain  being  felt  her  mistress  gave  her 
Spig.  Yj.     She  slept  for  an  hour  again,  and  then  evinced  the  patho- 
genesy  of  Spigelia,  as  she  began  to  scratch  herself;  had  insupportable 
itching  from  head  to  foot,  as  if  '*  she  had  hairs  about  her."     It  was 
apparently  subcutaneous  to  the  bystanders,  there  being  no  redness 
or   eruption,   the   skin  natural,  with  moderate  perspiration.     This 
distress  of  skin  lasted  ten  minutes  and  ceased,  being  succeeded  by 
intense  pain  in  the  heart,  "  as  if  it  were  being  screwed  out,"  yet  the 
pulse  was  regular.  Warm  flannels  relieved  in  part,  sprinkled  also  with 
eau  de  Cologne.     Went  to  sleep,  awaking  once  or  twice  only  until 
6  A.M.,  at  which  time  she  exclaimed  "I  can  open  my  eye  and  see 
quite  welL"     Some  pain  was  felt  around  the  orbit  but  none  in  the 
eye,  and  she  desired  to  get  up.     8  A.  m.  to  11  A.  ic.  she  suffered 
similarly  as  before  in  the  skin  and  heart     Noon,  the  skin  little 
affected,  and  the  eye  remaining  free ;  considerable  headache  at  times. 
At  noon  I  saw  her ;    pulse  66,  full ;    tongue  white ;  thirst ;  (the 
subject  of  leucorrhoea  generally;)  pupil  dilated;  dinmess  of  sight; 
no  pain.     It  being  desirable  to  antidote  the  unnecessary  aggravation 
or  pathogenesy  of  the  Spig.,  I  gave  Camph.  "Ya,  to  be  repeated  once 
or  twice  in  the  day. — Aconite  ^^  three  times  a  day,  alternately  with 
Puis.,  of  which  yi2,  one-ninth  for  a  dose.     With  the  first  dose  of 
Camph.  the  pain  left  the  heart. 

March  23. — Afler  I  left  her  she  got  up.     From  last  evening  has 
lost  the  dimness  of  sight  and  the  headache ;    has  slept  very  well ; 
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and  says  that  she  now  sees  better  in  the  eye  than  for  months  past. 
It  appears  that  the  sight  has  been  much  affected  for  two  years. 

I  now  learn  that  when  seyen  years  old  she  was  terrified  by  a  gen^ 
tieman  taken  with  fits,  which  occasioned  chorea.  She  could  not  walk 
for  six  months,  and  the  sight  became  weak  from  and  after  the  fright. 
The  chorea  was  removed  by  ordinary  treatment.  The  catamenia 
came  on  at  twelve  years,  and  produced  faintness,  &c. ;  at  fifteen  she 
improved.  The  catamenia  have  throughout  her  life  been  irregular, 
at  three  to  six  week  intervals,  with  pain.  Pleasure  or  pain  always 
affected  her  extravagantly. 

The  subsequent  treatment  for  the  uterine  irregularities  consisted 
of  Puis.  30  and  200  and  Sepia,  which  greatly  benefitted  her  so  long 
as  she  continued  treatment. 


NOTES    ON    CAMPHOR. 
By  Dr.  Norton. 

Tqe  antidotal  virtues  of  Camphor  are  as  powerful  as  they 
are  extensive.  It  antidotes  all  substances  which  produce 
dzaatio  purging  and  vomiting,  provided  these  symptoms  are 
accompanied  by  paleness  of  the  face,  coldness  of  the  skin,  and 
loss  of  consciousness.  It  also  antidotes  the  specific  effects  of 
qantharides  on  the  urinary  organs,  and  especially  and  peculiarly 
the  entire  action  of  opium,  a  substance  with  which  it  has  more 
analogy  than  any  other.  Its  effects  sometimes  closely  re- 
•emble  the  well  known  stupor  and  snoring  of  the  latter,  but 
^eliiiam  and  convulsions  more  frequently  ensue,  either  without 
any  stupor  at  all,  or  after  a  brief  state  of  stupor,  or  alternately 
with  stupor.  Hahnemann  expresses  bis  astonishment  that  phy- 
sicians will  combine  Camphor  and  Opium  in  their  prescriptions, 
bat  it  is  an  established  aUceopathic  doctrine,  that  the  combina- 
tion saves  the  patient  from  much  of  the  headache  and  sickness 
that  Opium  administered  alone  produces.  Finally  the  antidotal 
powers  of  Camphor  are  said  to  extend  to  every  narcotic,  and  to 
most  vegetable  and  mineral  medicines.  This  power  must  of 
course  bo  limited  to  the  effects,  which  are  similar  to  those  of 
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Cunpbor.  TIm  €SteMTe  nmge  of  «Midocil  powar, 
it  a  luirfiii'madicine,  either  to  interropi  the  omcnt  of  aBoaopft- 
dnc  maficbial  accioa  at  the  commaocenail  of  Ucaimraf^  or,  die 
too  potent  aettoB  of  a  bcniKBOpathic  medieiiie  in  the  oosne  of 
treatmeDt.  Moiootot,  as  its  action  is  soon  over— in  small  doses 
in  abont  three  or  four  houis — it  comes  in  admimblr,  whenever 
lionKBopathic  saceeeds  to  alloeopathic  treatment;  or,  in  sing^ 
doses,  when  an  homcBopathic  medidaie  has  taken  too  stnng  an 
effect,  or  as  a  standard  remedy  in  the  eonrse  of  many  diseases, 
when  camphoric  symptoms  present  themsehres;  or  ss  the  ^o- 
neer  remedy  in  the  commeooement  of  many  every  day  diiwaann 
when  there  are  chills,  or  shiverings  alternating  with  flashes  of 
heat,  or  coldness  and  gooseflesh-appearanoe  of  the  skin,  depres- 
rion  of  spirits  and  an  inability  to  apply  the  mind.  On  the  other 
hand,  Opimn  is  almost  the  only  antidote  to  Camphor  worth 
speaking  ofl  ^ 

Unfortonatdy  Camphor  is  one  of  those  substances  whose  dnsl 
action  perplezes  the  student  and  embarrasses  the  practitioner. 
NererthelesB  apart  from  the  difficnlty  of  grasping  and  applying 
sacfa  a  medicine,  both  its  primary,  secondary,  and  alternating 
symptoms  are  available  for  homoeopathic  practice.  The  primary 
are  forcibly  maiked  by  coldfiess  of  the  ntfface^  which  as  Hah- 
nemann observes,  in  oonjnnction  with  loss  of  consdoosness  and 
vertigo— the  vertigo  of  inanition — ^point  to  a  diminished  afflux 
of  blood  to  the  head,  and  those  parts  distant  from  the  heart. 
Coldness  of  the  surface,  then,  constitates  the  key-stone  sjrmptom 
of  Camphor,  with  it  are  associated  diminished  nervous  sensibi- 
lity, a  marked  failing  of  mental  power,  amounting  to  loss  of 
consciousness,  or  to  stupor,  or  else  to  delirium  and  convulsions. 
These  phenomena  vary  in  intensity  according  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  dose,  as  for  instance  from  mere  lassitude,  depression  of 
spirits,  chilliness,  and  yawning — the  results  of  moderate  doses, 
— to  sudden  sinking  of  the  vital  forces,  deadly  pallor  and  cold- 
ness of  the  surface,  slow  pulse  and  respiration  and  stupor — in 
short,  a  state  of  depression  approaching  asphyxia — the  results 
of  larger  doses.     Hahnemann  says,  the  secondary  effects  appear 

*  See  British  Journal  qf  HomoBopathy^  No.  xxxvi. 


hy  Dr,  NorioH,  409 

to  1i8  partly  doe  to  &xe*actioii  of  the  vital  powei&  They  are 
meh  of  blood  to  the  head^  heat,  pain  and  heaviness  of  the  bead, 
f|tiiok  fall  pulse,  redness  of  the  face,  brilliancy  of  the  eyes^ 
boming  heat  of  the  skin — the  effects  of  very  large  doses.  More 
moderate  doses  produce  in  some  exhilaration  of  the  spirits,  a 
drunken  feeling,  or  delirium,  with  a  feeling  of  warmth  or  heat. 
In  some  few  cases  heat  and  excitement  have  followed  large  doses 
nithont  any  previous  depression.*  It  is  on  account  of  its  secon- 
dary or  re-actionary  results,  to  determine  to  the  skin  and  produce 
perspiration,  or  as  a  general  stimulant,  that  it  is  employed 
alkeopathically.  But  as  it  is  generally  combined  with  Opium 
to  produce  the  former,  and  with  Ammonia  to  serve  the  latter  pur- 
pose, no  useful  inference  can  be  drawn  &om  the  practice.  Noack 
and  Trinks  think  Camphor  especially  suitable  to  the  melancholic 
temperament;  to  constitutions  enfeebled  by  protracted  illness; 
to  persons  whose  extremities  are  cold,  aod  whose  circulation  and 
respiration  are  slow.  But  irrespective  of  these  conditions,  when- 
ever, as  I  have  proved,  there  are  general  uncomfortableness^ 
chilliness,  shivering,  and  gooseflesh- appearance  of  the  skin, 
symptoms  which  usher  in  catarrhs,  constitute  the  precursory 
stage  of  fevers,  the  first  stage  of  cholera,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  inflammations,  &c.  &c.,  it  is  imperatively  called  for. 
Hartmann  recommends  it  in  typhus  fever,  when  *'  the  febrile 
paroxysm  sets  in  with  sudden  loss  of  sense,  falling  down  without 
consciousness!,  spasmodic  stretching  of  the  body,  twitchings  of 
the  fiusial  muscles,  and  shortness  of  breath ;"  to  these  ought  to 
be  added,  coldness  of  the  surface  and  almost  imperceptible  pulse. 
Camphor  presents  the  following  as  the  principal  head  symp- 
toms; head-ache  with  confusion  of  ideas,  prostration  of  the 
powers  of  thought,  and  staggering  vertigo, — these  symptoms 
were  experienced  by  the  writer  in  a  proving  on  himself.  In 
the  same  line  of  action,  from  more  powerful  doses,  are  vanish- 
ing of  the  senses,  loss  of  consciousness,  stupor  with  hard 
breathing;  or  else  coma-vigil,  or  delirium,  or  convulsions.  The 
secondary  symptoms  of  this  region  are  heat  and  congestion  of 
the  head;  heaviness  and  throbbing,  pressure  on  the  brain; 
inflammation  of  the  brain. 

*  Peroira,  Materia  Mcdica,  Vol.  ii 
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The  fiurial  symptoms  are  pallor,  scmiedmes  Imditj,  ooldness, 
and  tcML  sweat  on  the  boe  (▼walnim).  These  aie  sometimes 
soeoeeded  bj  flushings,  heat  or  redness  of  the  hice.  In  the  eyes 
we  hsTe  a  smgokdy  tight  Ceding  of  the  conjnnctiTa,  and  oph- 
thahnia  (both  experieneed  by  the  writer).  Staring,  wild  aston- 
ished expression;  contraction  and  dilatation  of  the  popiL  In 
the  region  of  the  month  we  have,  as  part  of  the  state  of  rigor, 
chattering  of  the  teeth;  rigidity  of  the  jaws  and  foam  at  the 
month;  symptoms  which  were  met  with  in  those  cases  where 
tetanus,  tetanic  convulsions,  and  epilepsy  were  displayed.  Also 
in  this  region  we  have  burning  pain,  and  even  ulceration  firom 
the  long  continued  local  action  of  Camphor.  To  the  same  cause 
must  chiefly  be  attributed  the  burning  in  the  gullet,  stomach,  and 
abdomen  recorded  in  the  paUiogenesis.  Camphor  seems  to  have 
but  little  effect  upon  the  bowels.  Constipation  and  involuntary 
diarrhoea  are,  however,  recorded  in  its  pathogenesis,  but  they 
cannot  I  think,  be  regarded  as  direct  effects.  It  would  probably 
be  useful,  like  Opium,  to  rouse  the  activity  of  the  bowels.  But 
by  far  the  most  important  curative  power  which  has  hitherto 
been  obtained  firom  Camphor,  has  been  in  the  first  stage  of 
eholenk  Hahnemann  first  recommended  it,  on  the  approach  of 
cholera  in  1881,  in  these  emphatic  words — "Every  one  the 
instant  any  of  his  firiends  take  ill  of  the  cholera,  must  imme- 
diately treat  them  himself  with  Camphor,  and  not  wait  for  medical 
aid,  which  even  if  it  were  good  would  generally  come  too  late." 

Since  then  numbers  of  our  schools  have  borne  testimony  to  its 
good  effects,  amongst  others  Dr.  Drysdale,  who  gave  it  in  139 
cases,  says,  ''it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  our  experience  of  its  action 
in  this  epidemic,  fully  confirms  that  of  other  homceopathists.  It 
was  the  chief  agent  in  the  cure  of  those  cases  cut  short  in  the 
first  stage."  Again  he  justly  observes,  "it  must  not  be  thought, 
however,  that  Camphor  was  invariably  successful  in  arresting 
the  disease,  even  when  given  quite  at  the  beginning,  for  we  have 
seen  a  considerable  number  of  cases  in  which  it  went  on  in  spite 
of  Camphor."     {Brit,  Jour,  of  Homceop.  Vol.  viii,  p.  149). 

Dr.  Quin  considers  it  especially  efficacious  in  cholera  when- 
ever there  is  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  and  very  justly  thinks  as 
highly    of  it  in    the   stage  of  collapse,   or  even   approaching 
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asphyxia^  as  in  the  first  stage.  He  informs  us  that  he  was  indebted 
to  this  substance  for  the  preservation  of  his  own  life^  in  an  attack 
of  cholera.  He  suddenly  fell  down  insensible,  and  on  returning  to 
himself,  took  six  doses  of  Spirits  of  Camphor  consecutiyely.  After 
which  there  was  a  sensible  diminution  of  the  cramps,  the  ^ort^^ 
to  vomit,  the  burning  at  the  stomach,  the  feeling  of  breathless- 
ness,  the  vertigo,  and  the  slowness  of  the  heart's  pulsations. 
The  coldness  of  the  face  and  extremities  which  were  the  colour 
of  marble,  did  not  yield  so  quickly,  nevertheless  they  disap- 
peared by  degrees. 

Lobethal  thinks  it  a  specific  in  cholera,  as  long  as  the  body  has 
a  natural  colour,  even  if  its  temperature  should  be  ever  so  low. 
Dr.  Bossell  in  his  brilliant  treatise  on  epidemic  cholera,  says,  the 
operation  of  Camphor  seems  even  to  throw  light  on  the  patho- 
logy of  cholera.  It  seems  to  act  through  the  medium  of  the 
pneumo-gastric  nerves,  upon  the  solar  plexus,  the  lungs,  heart 
and  intestines  exactly  as  we  have  suggested,  as  the  probable  ac- 
tion of  the  proximate  causes  of  cholera.  The  brain  should 
have  been  included  in  the  above  list  of  organs,  as  it  is  the  one 
upon  which  Camphor  exerts  its  best  established  and  most 
characteristic  influence.  This  influence  is  variously  expressed 
by  different  provers,  as  vanishing  of  the  senses,  failing  of  the 
senses,  gliding  and  falling  down,  sudden  loss  of  consciousness^ 
&c.  <&c. 

Upon  the  genital  organs  Camphor  exerts  a  powerful  influence, 
causing  loss  of  sexual  power  and  desire.  Hahnemann  says  that 
want  of  sexual  desire,  erections,  and  emissions  of  semen  are  primary 
effects  of  Camphor.  The  opposite  efifeots  are  rare,  only  two  symp- 
toms are  given  in  the  materia  medica,  namely,  increase  of  the 
sexual  desire  and  amorous  extacy.  Noack  and  Trinks  recom- 
mend it  in  mania  with  sluggish  pulse,  contracted  pupils,  and  the 
testicles  drawn  up.  Auenbrugger  advises  it  in  the  mania  of  men 
when  accompanied  with  a  small  contracted  penis,  corrugated  empty 
scrotum,  or  when  both  testicles  are  so  retracted  that  they  appear 
to  be  introduced  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Serapion  cites 
Dioscorides  to  the  effect  that  Camphor,  when  too  much  used  in- 
duces insomnolence,  coagulates  the  semen  and  engenders  cold- 
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ness.  Mesarguil,  an  Arabian  writer,  quoted  by  Mr.  Leadam, 
{Brit.  Jour,  Horn.  Vol.  viii,  p.  891 .)  states  that  an  acquaintance  of 
his  took  six  drachms  of  Camphor  at  one  dose,  which  impaired 
his  digestion  and  produced  impotence.  Small  doses,  according 
to  the  writer's  trial  upon  himself,  rather  increase  the  sexual  de- 
sire ,at  first,  whereas  larger  doses  at  once  suppressed  the  faculty, 
and  caused  retraction  of  the  testicles  close  up  to  the  abdomen, 
with  extreme  corrugation  of  the  scrotum.  Rtiokert  says.  Cam- 
phor ought  never  to  be  employed  in  diseases  characterised  by 
excessive  irritation  of  the  sexual  organs,  and  frequent  emission 
of  semen ;  but  only  when  the  sexual  desire  is  wanting,  and  when 
the  genital  organs  are  relaxed. 

Irritation  of  the  urinary  organs  is  a  prominent  effect  of  Cam- 
phor, as  evinced  by  burning  in  the  urethra,  dysuria  and  stran- 
gury. The  writer  twice  felt  a  painful  burning  in  the  urethra 
during  his  proving.  It  is  by  virtue  of  this  property  that  it  an- 
tidotes similar  effects  occasioned  by  cantharides,  cannabis,  and 
other  poisons.  To  the  same  property  is  no  doubt  to  be  at- 
tributed the  good  effects  of  Camphor  poultices,  as  prescribed  by 
allceopaths,  to  the  perinaeum,  in  ardor  urinae  and  chordee.  In- 
deed, from  what  we  know  of  the  pathogenesis  of  this  substance, 
its  curative  action  in  the  hands  of  alloeopathists,  most  be  oftener 
according  to  our  principle  of  similia,  than  to  theirs  of  contraria. 

AppUed  to  the  skin  Camphor  produces  considerable  irritation, 
itching,  and  burning,  and  redness,  fmd  even  erysipelas,  according 
to  Hahnemann  (sym.  240  and  247).  It  is  said  that  Boenning- 
hausen  beUeves  that  Camphor  administered  every  fifteen  minutes, 
will  cure  even  severe  erysipelas  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 
(Homoeopathic  Times,  March  22nd.) 

I  feel  more  confidence  in  its  power  to  arrest  it  in  its  premoni- 
tary  state. 

Noack  and  Trinks  think  it  rivals  the  power  of  Arsenic  in 
aiding  the  efforts  of  the  system  to  throw  out  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, when  internal  anguish,  oppression  and  fever,  are  the 
leading  symptoms. 

In  the  respiratory  organs  we  have  the  breath  exhaling  the 
odour  of  Camphor,  for  it  is  the  principal  channel  by  which  it  es- 
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capes^  when  perspiration  does  not  ensue.  Oppresse4>  alow^  labo- 
rious^ or  even  snoring  is  the  character  of  the  breathing;  the  lat- 
ter symptom  accompanies  the  state  of  profound  stupor.  We 
have  also  accumulation  of  mucus,  (sym.  172)  oppression  of  the 
chest  resembling  a  suffocative  catarrh,  (176)  and  oppressed  anx- 
ious panting  breathing  (179).  In  these  we  recognise  the  indi- 
cations for  its  employment  in  suffocative  catarrh,  asthmatic,  and 
chronic  bronchitic  affections,  especially  in  old  and  enfeebled 
persons. 

In  the  extremities  we  have  twitchings,  convulsions,  and  cramps 
in  the  calves.  The  only  post  mortem  after  Camphor,  which  I 
know  of,  is  recorded  in  No.  xxxvi,  Brit,  Jour,  of  Homoeop.,  the 
case  of  a  child.  The  abdominal  viscera  were  foand  very  pale 
and  bloodless,  and  the  arteries  and  veins  nearly  void  of  blood. 
Christison  says,  that  the  heart  is  no  longer  contractile,  although 
examined  immediately  after  death. 


NOTES  ON  CANNABIS  SATIVA. 
{Introdficton/  to  a  Proving  of  Cannabis  Indica,) 

By  Dr.  Norton. 

The  European  Hemp  differs  so  materially  from  the  Indian 
variety  of  the  plant,  that  I  have  thought  the  latter  worth  a 
separate  proving.  These  notes  on  the  Cannabis  hitherto  in 
use,  are  a  sort  of  preface  to  the  proving.  Hahnemann  briefly 
remarks  of  Cannabis  sativa  that  ''  it  may  be  used  with  great 
success  in  various  diseases  of  the  genital  organs,  the  chest,  the 
organs  of  sense,  &c.  &c.,"  and  also  that  'Mt  is  successfully  used 
to  relieve  the  fatigue  of  foot  passengers  in  Persia;"  but  this  last 
remark  must  refer  to  the  Indian  variety.  I  fear,  indeed,  that 
the  European  and  Indian  varieties  of  these  plants  are  frequently 
confounded  in  the  Hahnemannian  proving.  The  moral  symp- 
toms of  Cannabis  sativa  are  few  in  number,  but  such  as  they 
are  they  seem  to  resemble  the  corresponding  ones  of  Cannabis 
indica,  which  abounds  in  phrenetic  symptoms.     The  principal 
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are :  "  cheerful  mood,  as  if  excited  by  liquor  ;'*  "  mental  derange- 
ment, partly  merry  and  partly  serious ; "  "  he  gets  vehemently 
mad,  even  at  trifles ;  **  "  sometimes  he  is  attacked  with  a  fimoQS 
frenzy,  so  that  he  spits  into  people's  faces." 

Amongst  the  cephalic  symptoms  we  have  decided  neuralgic 
and  hemicranial  pains,  characterized  by  pressure  or  boring,  as 
for  example,  "  pressure  under  the  frontal  eminence^  deep  through 
the  brain  into  the  occiput;"  and  again,  ''the  fore-part  of  tbe 
head  feels  compressed  from  the  margin  of  the  orbits  as  far  as 
the  temples."  Dr.  Quin  gives  a  case  of  neuralgia  of  the  head 
cured  by  this  remedy,  and  from  the  confidence  he  felt  in  its 
suitability,  ventured  to  predict  that  it  and  it  alone  would  suffice 
for  the  cure. — British  Journal  of  HomoBopathyy  Vol.  iv.  The 
subject  was  a  woman  who  had  had  hemicrania  on  the  first  and 
last  days  of  the  catamenia  up  to  the  period  of  her  marriage  ; 
and  after  that  time,  the  headaches,  accompanied  with  neuralgic 
pains,  had  returned  about  every  four  days  with  increased  and 
increasing  severity.  The  seat  of  the  pain  was  the  superciliary 
ridge  and  the  eyeball ;  its  character  was  that  of  a  weight  or  pres- 
sure by  a  blunt  instrument ;  remaining  quite  still  favoured  its 
discontinuance.  Nausea,  weight  at  the  stomach,  globus  hystericus, 
copious  light-coloured  urine,  borborygmus,  flatulence,  and  pal- 
pitation of  the  heart,  accompanied  the  attacks :  violent  vomiting 
of  yellowish,  and  then  of  greenish,  bitter  fluid,  preceded  their 
departure.  Her  general  health  was  bad;  she  was  thin,  pale, 
and  extremely  weak ;  and,  which  was  doubtless  an  indication 
for  Cann.,  her  catamenia  almost  aipounted  to  flooding  during 
the  whole  of  the  period,  which  was  ten  or  eleven  days  at  each 
time.  Dr.  Quin  says :  "  I  considered  this  to  be  a  case  of 
neuralgia  depending  upon  sympathy  with  uterine  irritation,  and 
to  partake  greatly  of  an  hysteric  character."  She  was  cured  in 
about  two  months  by  Cannabis  alone.  Her  catamenia  became 
quite  regular,  in  proper  time  and  in  proper  quantity,  and  unac- 
companied by  hemicranial  or  neuralgic  pains. 

The  Cannabian  eye  symptoms  are  important,  inasmuch  as 
they  denote  considerable  disorganisation  of  the  structure  of  the 
eye.  The  chief  of  these  are  :  "the  cornea  becomes  non- trans- 
parent—  a   pellicle   forms   on   the  cornea;"    and    "cataract" 
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Baoff  gives  two  oases  of  cuie  of  opacity ;  one  by  CaoD.  and 
Bell.,  the  other  by  Cann.  and  Euphrasia  alt«mate]y ;  in  both 
of  these  the  cornea  was  obscuied  by  a  whitiah-giey  spot.  Dr. 
Malan,  British  Journal  of  Homoeapatky,  Vol.  t,  gives  Bome 
oases  of  cataract,  in  which  Cannabis  appears  to  have  been  ser- 
viceable. Ruoff  gives  a  cure  of  incipient  cataract  from  sap- 
pressed  psora,  by  three  doses  of  Puis,  and  two  of  Cann. ;  one 
of  traumatic  cataract  by  Caon.  alone;  and  one  of  lenticular 
cataract  by  tincture  of  Cann.  alone.  Noack  and  Trinks  also 
recommend  it  for  specks  on  the  cornea,  after  scrofulous 
ophthalmia;'  for  old  specks  and  olcere  on  the  cornea,  and  for 
incipient  lencoma ;  also  for  scrofulous  excrescences  of  the 
lamellsB  of  the  cornea.  It  is  singular  liiat  Dr.  Dudgeon  does 
not  speak  of  it  in  his  comprebendve  paper  on  ophthalmia, 
British  Journal  of  Homceopatht/,  Vol.  vi. 

Among  the  gastric  symptoms  are  such  as  are  observed  in 
attacks  of  biliousness,  or  bihons  headache,  or  as  sympathetic 
features  in  acute  disease  of  the  kidneys,  they  are:  "nausea;" 
"vomiting  of  a  alimy,  bitter-tasting  water;"  "green,  biUous 
vomiting." 

Among  the  abdominal  symptoms  are  some  highly  indicative 
of  renal  disease,  such  as  "  a  drawing  pain  in  the  course  of  the 
ureters,  with  anxioM,  sick  feeling  at  the  epigastrium ;"  "pain 
at  the  sides ; "  "  ulcerative  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys, 
both  when  touched  and  not  touched."  Hartmann  says  that 
Cann.  is  indicated  in  nephritis,  by  a  drawing  ulcerative  pain 
from  the  renal  region  to  the  groin,  attended  with  anxiety  and  a 
qualmish  sensation.  He  also  says,  in  speaking  of  renal  hemor- 
rhage, that  Cann.  corresponds  to  luematoria  accompanied  hy 
retention  of  urine,  or  dysuria,  particularly  at  night,  and  with 
burning,  smaitiDg,  stinging,  during  micturition  {Acute  Diseases, 
Vols,  ii  and  iii). 

The  urinary  symptoms,  which  are  forty  in  number,  may  he 
classified  thus :  "  desire  to  urinate,  even  when  the  bladder  is 
quite  empty  "  (cyetio  irritation  or  inflammation) ;  "  frequent 
desire  to  urinate,  with  burning,  or  itching,  or  stingiog  pain 
during  and  immediately  aflier  the  operation"  (urethritis).  The 
seat  of  the  pain  is  chiefly  at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  but  also 
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extends  along  the  entire  canal  to  the  bladder,  The  nature  of 
the  urethral  didcharges  indicate  its  applicability  to  gonorrhoea, 
gleet,  spermatorrhoea,  chordee,  &c.  &;c.  The  gonorrhoeal  symp- 
toms are,  ''  painless  discharge  of  mucus  from  the  urethra ;  fre- 
quent erections ;  chordee,  during  an  erection ;  closing  of  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  by  mucus."  The  spermatorrhoeal  symptoms 
are,  "discharge  of  watery  mucus  from  the  urethra;  painless 
discharge  of  a  clear  transparent  mucus  from  the  urethra  (pros- 
tatic juice)  without  erection ;  and  increase  of  sexual  desire." 
The  last  symptom  is  a  decided  one  in  Cann.  indica.  !Buoff 
gives  the  three  following  cures  of  virulent  gonorrhoea  by  Cann. 
In  number  one  the  symptoms  were,  burning  when  urinating ; 
stitches  whilst  and  after  urinatings  frequent  micturition,  with 
small  discharge ;  many  painful  erections ;  thin  mucous  discharge 
from  the  urethra ;  slight  balanitis.  Number  2. — Thick,  yellow 
mucous  discharge ;  stinging  and  burning,  while  and  after  uri- 
nating. Number  8. — Scanty  white  discharge,  painless ;  orifice 
of  the  urethra  reddened ;  frequent  micturition. 

Attomyr,  in  his  treatise  on  the  venereal  disease,  bears  the 
following  testimony  to  Cann.  in  gonorrhoea.  The  usual  time 
required  to  cure  an  acute  gonorrhoea  was  one  month ;  several 
were  cured  in  fourteen  days.  I  experienced  the  best  efiect  in  the 
treatment  of  this  disease  from  the  exhibition  of  Cannabis  in  the 
^th  dilution^  in  drop  doses,  which  were  repeated  at  intervals  of 
five  or  six  days ;  I  occasionally  repeated  the  remedy  for  two  or 
three  days  in  succession,  and  then  waited  seven  or  eight  days. 
Speaking  of  gleet,  he  says  nine  case  of  this  disease  were  cured 
with  Blennorrhcein  80,  Sulph.  80,  and  Cann.  4 ;  Cannabis  repeated 
every  five,  and  the  other  two  every  ^ight  days.  Oenerally  Sulph. 
given  at  first,  produced  considerable  improvement,  diminished 
the  discharge  perceptibly,  but  excited  slight  burning  in  the 
urethra;  after  which  I  usually  gave  Cann.  with  efiect :  I  observed 
this  frequently. 

Ruofi*  gives  a  cure  by  Cann.  of  phimosis,  but  has  not  detailed 
the  symptoms.  He  also  gives  a  case  of  calculus  of  the  bladder^ 
with  bloody  urine,  urinary  complaints,  and  violent  pains,  which 
were  cured  by  Cann.  The  character  of  the  urine  seems  to 
indicate  serious  disease  of  the  cystic  mucous  membrane,  for 


Dr.  Norton  on  Cannabis  $atiw.  417 

symptom  142  is,  "  urine  foil  of  filaments,  as  if  pns  had  been 
mixed  with  it."  In  a  note  to  symptom  141,  **  paralysis  of  the 
bladder,"  we  have,  'Uhe  urine  had  to  be  drawn  off  by  the 
catheter ;  but  afterwards  it  could  not  even  be  drawn  off  by  the 
catheter,  on  account  of  its  being  clogged  up  by  mucus  and  pus." 
In  one  of  the  four  post-mortems  by  Morgagni,  in  which  death 
was  attributed  by  him  to  Cann.,  there  was,  ''  pus  in  the  left 
kidney ;  thickening  of  the  membranes  of  the  bladder ;  the  ves- 
sels of  its  inner  enrfiioe  injected ;  and  some  fieshy  fibres  in  the 
urinary  passage.  Clinical  experience  confirms  the  pathogenetic 
observation  that  while  Oanth.  is  suitable  to  violently  acute  ure- 
thritis with  urine  coming  away  drop  by  drop,  Cann.  is  preferable 
in  subacute  urethritis,  with  plentifol  discharge,  and  the  urine 
flowing  in  a  stream.  Both  are  good  for  priapism  and  cbordee ; 
the  choice  must  be  determined  by  the  differences  just  specified. 

The  genital  symptoms  are  referable : 

1st. — To  the  state  of  the  prepuce  and  the  corona  glandis. 
Here  we  have  pains  beginning  with  itching,  rather  pleasant  than 
otherwise,  and  increasing  to  stinging,  pricking,  burning,  and 
corrosive  burning  pains;  in  one  case,  **  the  corona  felt  sore  and 
as  if  burnt,  so  that  it  had  to  be  supported."  We  have  also 
''swelling  of  both  corona  and  prepuce,  with  dark  red  discolora- 
tion, heat  and  inflammation."  Also,  ''prepuce  covered  with  dark 
red  spots  the  size  of  a  pea,  and  humour  round  the  neck  of  the 
penis,"  symptoms  which  indicate  the  propriety  of  using  Cann. 
in  balanitis,  balanorrhcea,  phimosis,  paraphimosis,  &c.  &c.,  and 
in  the  diseases  in  which  these  states  are  only  symptomatic. 

2nd. — To  the  state  of  the  testes:  symptoms  190  and  191 
indicate  an  inflammatory  state  of  the  testicles ;  they  are  "  ten- 
sive pain  in  the  spermatic  cord  when  standing,  and  con- 
traction of  the  scrotum  with  a  contractive  sensation  inside,  and 
sense  as  of  pressure  in  the  testicles,  a  sort  of  dragging  when 
standing."  I  do  not  know  if  these  are  sufficient  to  indicate 
the  employment  of  Cann.  in  ididpathic  orchitis,  but  it  would 
probably  remove  them,  when,  as  is  often  the  case,  they  are  at- 
tendants upon  gonorrhoea. 

3rd. — We  have  symptoms  more  immediately  relating  to  the 
uterus  and  its  analogue  in  the  male,  the  prostate  gland,  sym. 
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193,  is  ''swelling  of  the  prostate  gland;"  194,  ''great  excitation 
of  the  sexual  instinct  accompanied  by  sterility;"  195,  "excites 
the  sexual  instinct  of  both  men  and  animals."  These  two  last 
symptoms  correspond  to  the  powerful  aphrodisiac  effects  of 
Gann.  Indica;  Symp.  196  is  significant,  although  the  only  one 
of  the  kind,  "  profuse  menstruation." 

The  chest  symptoms  are  important  as  regards  the  cough,  we 
have  "violent  and  dry  or  short  and  hacking  cough."  No  spu- 
tum is  met  with,  but  clinical  observation  has  always  assigned  to 
it  a  green  coloured  expectoration.  Dr.  Chapman  thus  writes 
of  it  in  the  case  of  a  lady  who  had  had  several  pleuro-pneumo- 
nio  attacks.  "The  Cannabis  always  acted  well  in  her  case. 
There  was  tough  greenish  expectoration  in  the  first  instance  when 
it  was  used,  the  sputum  having  been  previously  rusty;  towards 
the  close  of  the  attacks  she  expectorated  freely — the  expec- 
toration muco-purulent" — British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy, 
Vol.  vii. 

As  regards  the  respiration,  oppression  in  breathing  is  a  dis- 
tinguished characteristic.  It  is  variously  expressed  by  the  dif- 
ferent provers,  as  "a  load  on  the  chest;"  "oppression  at  the 
chest;"  "  difficult  respiration  when  lying  down ;  "  difficult  breath- 
ing," &c.  &c.  In  one  case,  sym.  220,  it  amounted  to  asthma, 
and  in  another  to  orthopnea,  as  "orthopnea;  he  was  not  able  to 
breath  except  with  his  neck  stretched;  with  wheezing  in  the 
trachea,  and  by  greatly  distending  the  abdomen."  Hartmann 
says,  "I  have  latety  treated  a  case  of  pneumonia  with  orthopnea, 
in  a  patient  of  advanced  age,  where,  Bry.,  Rhus.,  Bell.,  Phos.,  were 
of  no  avail;  the  cure  was  efifeoted  by  repeated  doses  of  the  Srd 
attenuation  of  Cann. " 

The  symptoms  relating  to  the  heart  are  numerous  and  signi- 
ficant. We  have  amongst  others,  shocks,  beatings,  hammerings, 
and  palpitations  within  the  chest,  at  one  or  both  sides,  and  pain 
at  the  region  of  the  heart.  We  have  also  "  a  tensive  aching  at 
the  middle  of  the  sternum  with  oppressed  breathing,"  and  "  vio- 
lent pinching  at  the  lower  end  of  the  sternum  which  disappears 
by  bending  the  head  backwards."  Ruoff  gives  one  case  of  car- 
ditis, cured  by  Bry.,  Aeon.,  Puis.,  and  Cann.  In  speaking  of 
carditis,  pericarditis,  and  rheumatic  carditis,  Hartmann  says. 
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''Cann.  1st,  2Dd,  or  Srd  attenuation  is  an  excellent  remedy, 
after  the  diminution  of  the  fever  by  means  of  Aconite,  when  the 
patient  complains  of  a  tensive  aching  pain  in  the  middle  of  the 
sternum,  with  oppression  of  breathing,  frequent  shocks  in  both 
sides  of  the  chest,  and  most  painful  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
accompanied  with  orgasm  and  a  sensation  of  fulness  about  the 
heart"  He  also  thinks  that  Cann.  may  moreover  act  with  benefit 
when  the  pericardium  is  involved,  when  morbid  formations  on 
the  endocardium  and  valvular  defects  have  taken  place,  when  the 
percussion  sound  is  normal  or  dull  over  a  larger  surface,  when 
the  sounds  of  the  heart  are  strong,  violent,  or  mixed  with  mur- 
murs (acute  diseases.  Vol  ii).  Of  the  four  post  mot  terns  whete 
death  was  ascribed  to  Cann.,  reported  by  Morgagni,  in  number  1, 
there  was  polypus-shaped  exudations  in  the  hearty  and  the  same 
in  the  carotid  arteries;  in  number  2,  a  quantity  of  turbid  water 
in  the  pericardium,  polypi  in  the  heart  In  number  8,  there 
was  no  heart  lesion.  In  number  4,  a  quantity  of  yellowish  water 
in  the  pericardium,  the  heart  enlarged  and  polypi  in  the  heart. 

Lastly,  in  the  pathogenesis  of  Cann.,  we  have  inflanmiation  of 
the  lungs.  It  is  thrice  repeated:  1st,  in  connection  with  vomi- 
ting of  a  green  bilious  substance ;  2nd,  associated  with  delirium ; 
and  drd,  simply  as  inflammati<yi  of  the  chest  and  lungs.  In 
the  post  mortems  already  referred  to,  traces  of  peri-pneumonia, 
and  old  pneumonic  inflammations  were  found  in  two  out  of  the 
four  cases.  Noack  and  Trinks  recommend  it  in  pneumonia, 
brought  on  by  violent  exercise,  short  oppressed  breathing,  owing 
rather  to  aching  than  to  stitching  pains,  cough  with  tough  green 
expectoration,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  anguish,  sympathe- 
tic affection  of  the  large  vessels. 

Hartmann's  opinion  of  it  in  pneumonia  is,  that  it  is  a  useful  re- 
medy when  the  inflammation  affects  the  lower  portion  of  the 
lungs,  or  principally  the  left  lung,  with  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
oppression  behind  the  sternum,  with  dull  shocks  in  the  region 
of  the  heart,  frequent  hiccough,  when  the  whole  body  is  rather 
cold  than  warm>  and  the  heat  of  the  face,  increases  constantly. 
He  also  considers  that  Cann.  deserves  attention  in  asthenic 
pneumonia  (acute  diseases.  Vol.  ii).  Buoff  gives  a  case  of 
pleuro-pneumonia  cured  by  Cann.  with  the  aid  of  Aeon.     The 
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symptoms  were  very  violent  stitches  in  the  left  side  of  the  breast, 
sticking  in  the  breast  on  moving,  breathing,  or  speaking,  cough 
with  copioQS,  viscid,  green,  bloody  expectoration,  deficient 
strength,  gentle  slumbers  with  jactitation,  palpitation  of  the 
heart  with  anxiety. 

My  clinicat  experience  of  Cann.  has  not  been  extensive,  but 
such  as  it  is,  it  is  confirmatory  of  the  above  imperfect  sketch. 
I  hope  by  the  time  that  the  proving  of  Cann.  Indica  is  ready  for 
publication,  to  have  collected  some  cures  by  Cann.  sativa,  and 
to  this  end  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  my  colleagues  any  con- 
tributions. The  ensuing  Congress  of  homceopathists  of  all  na- 
tions, as  I  hope  it  may  prove,  will  present  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  that  each  member  take  the  charge  of  one 
remedy,  and  become  the  authority  upon,  and  referee  of,  that 
remedy.  By  such  a  distribution  of  labour  all  would  benefit,  and 
our  materia  medica,  at  present  so  uncertain,  would  soon  become 
the  exact  and  unerring  basis  of  our  noble  art. 

ON  DIABETES   MELLITUS, 

By  Dr.  Trinks.* 

In  my  very  long  practice  I  have  only  met  with  two  cases  of 
true  diabetes  mellitus,  a  disease  which  fortunately  seldom  occurs, 
about  which  science  has  little  to  say  of  an  agreeable  nature,  and 
in  treating  which,  medicine  has  nothing  to  boast  of,  for  no  sys- 
tem, not  even  homoeopathy,  has  succeeded  in  discovering  a 
reliable  mode  of  treatment  or  a  sure  specific  for  it. 

The  phenomena  of  the  disease  are  uniform  in  all  cases,  and 
are  described  with  accuracy  in  the  systematic  treatises  on  prac- 
tical medicine,  and  in  numerous  monographs,  so  that  there  is 
nothing  new  to  be  said  about  them.  They  may  be  arranged 
under  two  heads  ;  some  of  the  symptoms  are  local  and  primary, 
the  rest  consecutive  and  general,  and  the  two  sets  stand  to  each 
other  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect. 

The  primary  pathognomonic  or  local  symptoms  are  the  greatly 
increased  secretion  and  excretion  of  urine,  in  which  careful 
chemical  analysis  finds  not  the  usual  constituents  of  the  healthy 
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flaid,  but  in  their  stead  a  foreign  one,  viz.,  sugar.  In  the  first 
stage,  according  to  Schonlein,  the  urine  contains  albumen,  but 
no  sugar,  which  makes  its  appearance  in  the  second  stage.  The 
urine  has  a  yellowish  shot  opalescent  appearance,  is  rather 
turbid  and  deposits  some  mucus  at  the  bottom,  does  not  smell 
like  urine  or  ammoniacal,  but  like  milk  gone  sour,  is  very  frothy 
and  the  surface  studded  with  little  islands  of  foam.  The  urine 
passed  in  the  night  is  richer  in  sugar  than  that  of  the  day.  As 
the  sugar  increases  the  urea  and  Uthic  acid  diminish  and  dis- 
appear. The  urine  greatly  exceeds  in  amount  the  solids  and 
liquids  of  the  food. 

The  secondary  symptoms  are  such  as  arise  from  the  immediate 
influence  of  the  alteration  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
urine,  in  consequence  of  which  all  the  other  secretions  diminish, 
and  at  length  nearly  entirely  cease,  first  that  of  the  skin,  then 
those  of  the  mucous  surfaces,  next  of  the  salivary  glands,  of  the 
ceruminous  follicles,  &c. ;  and  the  farther  that  diminution  pro* 
ceeds,  the  greater  need  is  felt  to  replace  them  ;  hence  the  con- 
suming hunger  and  burning  thirst  which  torment  the  sufferer 
by  day,  by  night.  The  action  of  the  bowels  is  generally  sluggish. 
The  body  wastes  by  inches  to  a  perfect  atomy,  and  at  last  there 
is  little  left  but  bones  covered  l^ver  with  skin.  The  strength 
melts  away.  The  incisor  teeth  often  fall  out,  but  this  did  not 
occur  to  my  two  patients.  Lastly,  aphthae  form^  and  tubercles, 
and  dropsy  and  death. 

The  anatomical  changes  which  present  themselves  in  the 
kidneys  of  persons  who  have  died  of  diabetes,  afford  no  satisfac- 
tory insight  into  its  nature.  Bock*  says:  ''no  structural 
changes  are  found  in  the  uropoetic  or  diylopoetic  viscera,  at 
least  such  changes  as  are  found  occasionally,being  but  occasional, 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  essential ;  they  must  be  regarded  as 
accidental  complications  or  secondary  degenerations.  Besides 
the  general  symptoms  of  loss  of  flesh  and  poverty  of  the  blood, 
the  appearances  most  often  noticed  are,  hyperemia  and  hyper- 
trophy, anaemia,  granular  degeneration  and  atrophy  of  the 
kidneys ;  dilatation  of  the  urinary  passages ;  tumefaction  of  the 
mesenteric  glands ;  tubercles  in  all  their  different  stages  (these 
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are  found  early  as  well  as  late  in  the  progress  of  diabetes)  ; 
catarrhal  affection  of  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  infiltration  of 
the  liver ;  altered  structure  (thickening  and  induration)  of  the 
sympathetic  and  splanchnic  plexuses.  Scharlach  says  he  has 
found  in  the  spinal  chord  a  congestive  state,  a  gelatinous  exuda- 
tion and  softening.  Others  state  that  the  bodies  of  diebetic 
subjects  have  not  the  usual  cadaverous  odour,  or  that  they  smell 
of  musk. 

"  From  all  we  know,  it  seems  to  follow  that  diabetes  is  rather  a 
functional  than  an  organic  disease,  and  that  the  proximate  cause 
of  it  is  to  be  sought  not  in  an  originally  morbid  condition  of  the 
kidneys,  but  in  the  reproductive  system.  This  view  is  supported 
by  the  detection  of  sugar  in  the  saliva,  cerumen,  and  sputa,  in 
the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal,  in  the  blood  and  sweat,  even 
in  the  hair  of  the  beard,  in  the  dropsical  efiusions,  and  the 
excrements. .  At  all  events  the  material  out  of  which  the  sugar 
is  formed,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  made  are  alike  utterly 
unknown." 

Fuchs*  remarks :  "  That  all  analyses  of  the  blood  which  have 
been  made  during  the  early  periods  of  the  disease,  and  many 
made  at  a  later  period,  reveal  the  absence  of  sugar  in  it,  and 
that  the  blood  for  the  most  part  does  not  differ  at  first  firom  its 
normal  composition,  and  it  is  not  till  some  of  the  symptoms  of 
disintegration,  &c.,  occur,  that  it  becomes  thin,  chocolate- 
coloured,  poorer  in  fibrine  and  globules,  and  sometimes  also 
contains  urea,  and  that  even  when  sugar  has  been  found  in  it, 
the  quantity  is  so  minute  compared  with  that  in  the  urine,  that 
one  can  easily  suppose  all  it  and  the  other  secretions  contain,  to 
have  arisen  from  reabsorption."  Hence  he  supposes  the  sugar 
not  to  have  been  "  preformed,"  and  he  thinks  there  never  is  a 
case  of  diabetes  without  morbidly  increased  activity  or  "paracrisis" 
of  the  kidneys.  On  the  other  hand,  Becquerel,  Nodier,  and 
Goruf-Besanez  have  found  in  the  blood  of  persons  aflBicted  with 
ibis  disease  a  good  deal  of  sugar,  no  colouring  matter  of  the 
bile,  alkaline  reaction  of  the  serum,  and  a  considerable  residuum 
from  the  latter,  arising  from  its  saccharine  contents.f 

*  Lehrbuch  der  Path,  tu  Ther.  Vol.  ii,  p.  296. 
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Is  diabetes  tlien  a  disease  of  the  blood  or  a  specific  fanctional 
disense  of  the  kidneys  ?  If  a  dyscrasia  of  the  blood,  how  hap- 
pens it  that  the  saccharine  contents  of  the  blood  are  expelled  by 
the  kidneys  alone,  and  by  no  other  outlets,  such  as  the  skin,  as 
is  the  case  in  jaundice  ?  No  solution  of  this  difi&culty  is  to  be 
had,  but  supposing  even  a  flood  of  light  were  to  be  shed  on  the 
genesis  and  development  of  this  enigmatical  disease  by  physico- 
chemical  researches,  still  it  would  remain  a  question  if  any  method 
of  treatment  could  be  based  upon  it,  or  if  this  would  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  a  specific  remedy.  Neither  the  older  theories  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  complaint,  nor  the  recent  researches  have  con- 
ducted to  any  results  satisfactory  to  science  or  valuable  in  prac- 
tice. Nothing  has  been  effected  by  all  the  dietetic  and  medicinal 
measures,  or  by  the  numerous  drugs  prescribed  empirically,  or 
by  Rollo  s  vaunted  Hydrosulphate  of  ammonia,  or  by  the  Balsam 
of  Peru,  which  is  recommended  by  Neumann. 

The  excretion  of  sugar  by  the  kidneys  is  the  operation  or  the 
product  of  an  abnormal  action  of  these  organs.  Now  the  func- 
tion of  the  kidneys  is  controlled  by  the  renal  plexus,  which  is 
mainly  derived  from  the  great  sympathetic.  Its  influence  there- 
fore on  the  function  of  the  kidneys  must  be  one  of  a  specific 
nature,  analogous  to  that  exerted  in  albuminuria.  That  a  reflex 
action  is  exerted  on  this  plexus  by  the  spinal  chord  cannot  be 
exactly  and  certainly  established,  but  there  is  abundant  evidence 
as  to  diabetes  being  complicated  with  spinal  aflections,  which  we 
may  regard  as  co-existing  and  not  pre-existing.  I  have  had  a 
multitude  of  affections  of  the  spine  to  treat,  and  never  omit  to 
examine  the  urine  for  sugar,  which  however  I  never  found. 
Diabetes  is  no  more  to  be  regarded  a  primary  blood-disease  than 
is  albuminuria,  though  both  are  regarded  as  such  by  the  phy- 
siological school,  which  traces  every  dyscrasia  to  that  source. 
Lehmann  in  his  Physiological  Chemistry,  thinks  it  possible 
sugar  may  be  formed  out  of  albuminous  elements,  but  we  are 
without  positive  data  on  the  subject.  It  seems  likely  that  the 
blood  of  every  man  in  health  contains  a  certain  amount  of 
sugary  and  that  it  belongs  to  the  normal  constituents  of  the 
blood  as  much  as  albumen,  iron,  &c. ;  and  that  in  diabetes 
mellitus  this  sugar  of  the  blood,  like  albumen  in  Bright's  disease. 
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18  through  an  altered  action  of  the  kidneys  no  longer  retained 
but  separated  from  the  blood  with  the  ordinary  constituents  of 
the  urine,  which  thus  comes  to  contain  it  in  greater  or  smaller 
quantity. 

Every  ^cific  disease  selects  certain  systems  and  organs  cor- 
responding to  its  specific  nature,  and  makes  them  its  seat,  and 
80  to  speak,  work-shop,  and  alters  their  functional  action  after 
a  peculiar  manner.  In  the  case  of  diabetes,  the  fundamental 
disease  dominates  the  function  of  the  kidneys  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  they  no  longer  excrete  urine,  but  saccharine  urine.  We 
can  scarcely  expect  to  discover  how  this  is  brought  about,  either 
with  the  help  of  the  microscope,  or  the  test-tube ;  and,  should 
it  ever  come  to  be  understood,  it  would  be  simply  an  addition 
to  nosology,  but  no  advantage  to  therapeutics  as  is  fondly 
supposed. 

There  is  no  detailed  record  of  any  cured  case  of  diabetes  mel- 
litus  in  our  whole  homceopathic  literature.  Certain  medicines 
have  been  recommended  for  it,  Argentum  and  Scilla  by  Hahne- 
mann ;  Bummel  cured  a  case  with  Carb-veg. ;  Nunez  with 
Yeratrum,  at  a  very  high  dilution.  Bonninghausen  has  seen 
Colocynth  do  good. 

There  is  no  lack  of  homoeopathic  medicines  which  produce 
increased  flow  of  urine,  the  principal  being : — Aeon.,  Alum., 
Ammon-carb.,  Argent.,  Arsen.,  Baryt.,  BeU.,  Bismuth.,  Bry., 
Oalc-c,  Ganth.,  Oarb-anim.  and  veg.,  China,  and  Chinin., 
Coloc,  Cyclam.,  Dig.,  Helleb.,  lod.,  Kreos.,  Lach.,  Led.,  Lye, 
Merc,  Mur-ac,  Nat-c,  Nitr.,  Nit-ac.,  Phos-ac,  Rhus.,  Sabin., 
Sass.,  Scil.,  Selen.,  Seneg.,  Spig.,  Sulph.,  Thuj.  Valer.,  Ver., 
Zinc,  &c  But  there  is  no  mention  of  sugar  having  been  ex- 
vreted  in  consequence  of  an  altered  actiofi  of  the  kidneys  pro- 
duced by  any  of  these  medicines ;  for,  during  the  proving  of 
these  and  many  other  medicines,  no  chemical  examination  of 
the  urine  was  made,  a  sin  of  omission  which  has  been  severely 
visited  on  us  by  our  not  being  able  to  assign  the  changes  pro- 
duced in  it  by  any  one  of  these  agents.  We  may  safely  assume^ 
however,  that  every  medicine  which  has  the  power  of  determi- 
ning a  decided  augmentation  of  the  renal  secretion  must  cause  a 
notable  qualitative  change  in  it ;  the  relative  proportion  of  the 


on  Diabetes  Mellitua.  425 

ingredients  at  least  being  altered,  and  to  obserye  these  with  at- 
tention, and  determine  their  limits  with  precision^  would  be  of 
the  greatest  importance,  not  only  with  reference  to  diabetes, 
but  also  to  albuminuria,  of  which  we  have  lately  learned  so 
much ;  the  separation  of  this  product  may,  it  is  true,  be  a  symp- 
tom of  various  and  very  different  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  but 
would  in  any  case  continue  to  be  an  important  diagnostic  mark, 
an  indication  for  the  choice  of  the  remedy. 

I  read  in  an  allopathic  journal  of  Cantharides  having  induced 
albuminuria,  but  am  not  aware  of  the  statement  having  been  con- 
firmed by  further  observations.  Now,  if  the  medicines  can 
cause  the  kidneys  to  excrete  albumen,  the  excretion  of  sugar  by 
them  seems  not  only  possible  but  actually  probable,  with  the 
certainty,  if  it  should  take  place,  of  our  being  able  in  this  way 
to  arrive  at  specific  remedies  against  this  disease.  But  until  we 
can  cause  saccharine  urine  by  giving  medicines  to  healthy  men, 
the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  diabetes  must  continue  highly 
uncertain  and  empirical,  the  increased  discharge  of  urine  being 
of  minor  and  probably  very  secondary  importance  in  the  choice 
of  the  remedy.  The  point  of  most  moment  for  the  selection 
must  ever  be  the  excretion  of  sugar,  to  which  all  other  symp- 
toms are  subordinate. 

Meanwhile  all  that  the  homoeopathic  practitioner  can  do  is  to 
give  such  medicines  as  have  the  power  of  producing  great 
increase  of  urinary  discharge,  an  actual  diuresis,  and  con- 
currently to  submit  the  urine  passed  to  a  careful  chemical 
analysis,  observing  especially  whether,  when  a  particular  remedy 
diminishes  the  amount  of  the  water,  there  is  a  corresponding 
diminution  in  the  sugar  passed.  Supposing  this  proved,  that 
medicine  should  be  continued  as  long  as  it  exercises  this  in- 
fluence. I  think  it  possible,  or  more  than  possible,  to  find 
out  in  this  way — ex  juvantihus  et  nocentibus — a  specific  re- 
medy for  this  disease,  but  this  advance  would  only  be  effected 
per  longos  ambages  ;  the  first  method  is  the  only  direct  one,  and 
the  surest. 

I  have,  as  above-mentioned,  only  seen  two  cases  of  diabetes 
mellitus  in  my  twenty-five  years'  practice-— one  in  1846,  the 
other  this  summer  (1850).   Here  is  a  short  account  of  them: — 
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Mrs.  G.  Ton  L.,  a  lady  who  had  completed  her  fiftieth  year,  of 
scrofulous  constitution,  and  made  like  a  pulmonaire,  had  laboured 
two  years  already  under  the  complaint,  with  which  was  now  asso- 
ciated phthisis  ulcerosa.      As  soon  as  I  had  ascertained  her  state,  I 
declined  to  answer  for  her  getting  permanent  benefit  from  the  medi- 
cines,  but  wished  to  make  experiments  as  to  their  effect   on  the 
diabetes.      The  mine   was  passed  in   great  abundance,  was  very 
foamy ;  after  standing  awhile  smelt  like  milk,  and  proved,  on  analy- 
sis, to  be  highly  saccharine.     The  appetite  and  thirst  were  greatly 
increased;  bowels  torpid;  skin  dry  and  harsh;  emaciation  extreme; 
there  was  dry  hectic  fever,  and  very  copious  expectoration,  free  from 
sugar,  however.     The  diet  was  highly  nutritious,  but  not  quite  di- 
vested of  vegetable  ingredients.     Neither  Veratrum  nor  Carb-veg. 
Arg-met.,  Acid-mur.  and  nit.,  Calc,  Phosph.,  Ledum-pal.,  Nat-mur. 
exercised  any  influence  on  the  composition  or  quantity  of  the  urine. 
Kreosote  seemed  to  exercise  the  most  powerful  effect  on  the  morbid 
activity  of  the  kidneys.     The  pulmonary  complaint  forced  me  to  use 
other  medicines,  so  that  there  was  end  of  my  experiments.     The 
patient  died  the  death  of  all  phthisicals. 

Scbonlein  ^  has  never  met  with  this  disease  in  women,  and 
thinks  its  supposed  occurrence  in  the  female  sex  is  to  be  ex- 
plained by  hysterical  diseases  being  taken  for  it ;  no  such  mis- 
take could  arise  if  the  urine  were  analyzed  from  week  to  week. 

The  second  case  I  have  treated  occurred  in  a  lad  of  fifteen,  who 
had  not  yet  entered  the  age  of  puberty.  The  disease  had  been  going 
on  already  a  year  and  a  half  under  the  eye  of  an  allopathic  physician, 
but  without  his  ever  suspecting  the  existence  of  diabetes,  for  he  had 
done  nothing  for  it,  but  kept  wondering  at  the  great  flow  of  urine 
reported  to  him  by  the  servants  of  the  school  in  which  the  case 
occurred.  The  emaciation  had  gone  great  lengtl^s,  and  the  strength 
declined  so  much  that  the  patient  avoided  the  least  movement; 
appetite  voracious ;  thirst  unextinguishable ;  tongue  clear  anteriorly, 
coated  black  posteriorly ;  examination  of  the  abdomen  showed  no- 
thing abnormal  about  the  liver,  spleen,  or  mesenteric  glands ;  bowela 
extremely  sluggish ;  stools  hard  and  knotty.  The  quantity  of  urine 
passed  in  twenty-four  hours  varied  from  eight  to  ten  pints,  about  two 
pints  more  than  the  drink ;  the  skin  very  dry,  and  scaling  off  in  little 
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pieces  like  bran.  The  genital  organs  were  always  quite  flaccid ;  the 
lad  had  never  had  emiso^ns  or  practised  masturbation ;  there  was  no 
discoverable  affection  of  the  spine.  The  boy's  father  had  cavernous 
phthisis,  and  in  the  patient  himself  the  chest  had  the  build  peculiar 
to  consumptive  subjects.  He  was  ordered  meat  and  beef-tea  three 
times  a-day,  and  very  little  vegetable  food.  Having  been  consulted 
in  1831  by  a  person  who  said  he  had  been  cured  of  diabetes  by 
drinking  the  waters  at  Carlsbad  by  Hufeland's  directions — rekUa 
refero — and  having,  by  the  way,  great  faith  in  soda  springs,  I  made 
him  drink  one  or  two  glasses  of  the  water  of  the  castle-spring  here 
(Dresden)  for  three  weeks  but  without  the  slightest  effect.  Then  he 
got  Hydrosulphate  of  Ammonia  with  the  same  result.  Acid.  nitr. 
and  mur.,  Carbo.-veg.,  Coloc.,  Chinin.  sulph.,  Argent,  nit.,  Blre- 
osote,  Zinc.-met.,  and  Arsen.  were  equally  ineffectual.  Aphthae 
formed  in  the  mouth  and  throat ;  then  violent  vomiting  came  on ; 
then  sudden  sopor,  and  the  patient  sank  under  the  s3rmptoms  of 
paralysis  of  the  limgs.  The  secHo  eadaveris  revealed  hyperaemia  of 
both  kidneys,  on  squeezing  the  full-gorged  papillse  of  the  calyces 
there  oozed  out  a  fluid  resembling  milk  and  pus  in  colour  and  con- 
sistence ;  the  pelvis  and  ureters  were  much  dilated ;  the  liver  healthy; 
the  spleen  rather  shrunk,  pale,  and  anaemic ;  the  intestines  and 
mesenteric  glands  natural. 

Summary, — ^All  observatioDS  np  to  this  time  have  only  had 
the  effect  of  settling  the  constant  nature  of  the  phenomena  of 
diabetes  mellitus ;  the  greater  or  less  saccharine  quality  of  the 
urine  and  its  immense  quantity,  greatly  surpassing  that  of  the 
ingesta.  My  weekly  analysis  shewed  the  amount  of  sugar  to 
augment  as  the  disease  gained  head.  The  other  phenomena 
observed  are  secondary  and  necessary  consequences  of  the 
wasting  that  is  going  on  in  the  body ;  science  affords  us  no  in- 
formation as  to  the  causes,  nature  and  development  of  this  still 
mysterious  complaint,  but  only  offers  hypotheses  and  conjectures 
insufficient  to  base  a  plan  of  treatment  on,  or  to  yield  indications 
for  the  choice  of  a  remedy.  The  relation  existing  between  this 
disease  and  tuberculosis  is  easily  discerned.  In  the  first  of  my  two 
cases  phthisis  proceeded  pari  passu  with  the  diabetes;  in  the 
second,  the  system  was  hereditarily  predisposed  to  consumption. 
The  specific  remedy  must  be  one  which,  besides  causing  in- 
creased renal  secretion,  can  determine  the  kidneys  to  discharge 
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sugar,  which  is  easily  detected  by  adding  muriate  of  tin  to  the 
urine ;  but  as  we  do  not  yet  know  any  medicine  which  answers 
these  two  conditions,  we  do  not  possess  any  specific  remedy  for 
diabetes.  We  may  anticipate,  from  the  constant  character  of 
the  pathognomonic  signs,  that  the  medicine,  when  found,  which 
can  give  rise  to  saccharine  urine,  will  cure  it  in  every  case,  be- 
cause all  diseases  with  constant,  invariable  symptoms  are  always 
curable  by  one  medicine.  Lastly,  diabetee  mellitus  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  specific  local  disease  of  the  kidneys,  in  which, 
through  a  functional  disturbance  of  these  organs,  the  sugar 
naturally  contained  in  all  healthy  blood  is  eliminated  in  in- 
creased quantity  along  with  the  other  constituents  of  the  urine. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  PRACTICE. 

By  Dr.  Gentzke,  o/Butzow* 

I  HAVE  for  years  withheld  contributions  of  this  nature,  both 
because  fewer  noteworthy  cases  have  occurred  in  my  practice 
than  heretofore,  and  still  more  because  the  experience  of  the 
last  few  years  has  brought  me,  as  I  doubt  not  it  has  many 
another,  to  look  with  the  utmost  distrust  on  accounts  of  cures. 
Hence  I  feel  very  cautious  and  even  reluctant  to  swell  the 
number  of  such  historic^. 

As  to  the  cases  here  presented,  I  have  to  remark  that  they 
contain  nothing  extraordinary,  either  from  extreme  rapidity  of 
the  removal  of  the  complaint,  or  its  rare  occurrence  or  diffi- 
culty of  treatment.  I  only  claim  to  have,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  recorded  cases  in  which  I  could  be  sure  that  the 
favorable  result  was  owing  to  the  employment  of  the  medicines, 
and  to  have  used  every  precaution  against  all  the  fallacies 
which  so  easily  beset  the  practitioner. 

Phthisis  pituitosa. 

This  complaint  is  not  an  uncommon  one  in  other  countries, 
but  is  extremely  common  in  this  low- lying  vale  of  Wamow  and 
in  the  close  neighbourhood  of  the  Baltic,  so  that  I  have  treated 
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a  great  number  of  oases  during  a  series  of  years.  On  tiie  other 
hand  this  disease  has  been  the  cause  of  many  mistakes,  and  I 
may  state  as  a  fact  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  instances 
in  which  patients  are  supposed  to  have  been  cured  of  developed 
phthisis  have  arisen  from  its  being  confounded  with  this  com- 
plaint, which  hence  acquires  on  this  account  additional  interest. 
That  this  is  really  the  case  any  one  may  convince  himself  by 
subjecting  the  great  number  of  recorded  cases  of  cure  of  phthisis 
in  our  homceopathic  literature  to  critical  examination.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  modem  method  of  research  by  per- 
cussion and  auscultation  of  the  thorax  having  powerfully  con- 
tributed to  fix  on  a  firm  basis  the  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the 
lungs;  and  while  it  cannot  be  matter  of  reproach  to  the  elder 
practitioners  that  they,  wanting  this  important  assistance,  com- 
mitted the  errors  they  did,  those  deserve  to  receive  a  public 
rebuke  who  in  the  present  day,  after  we  have  for  so  long  a  time 
been  in  possession  of  this  means  of  diagnosis,  pronounce  from 
the  professorial  chair  a  case  of  blennorrhoea  from  the  lungs  to 
be  pulmonary  consumption.  Several  such  instances,  however, 
have  come  to  my  own  knowledge. 

The  prevalent  confusion  between  the  two  complaints  has 
contributed  to  the  common  idea  that  phthisis  is  much  less 
serious  when  the  individual  attacked  has  reached  thirty  or  even 
forty  years  of  age ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  phthisis  tuber- 
culosa falls  especially  upon  the  period  of  youth  and  develop- 
ment, whereas  blennorrhoea  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane 
generally  befalls  persons  of  mature  age. 

Among  the  remedies  which  I  have  found  useful  in  this  affec- 
tion, China  and  Arsenicum  occupy  the  foremost  place.  In 
many  instances  where  the  complaint  had  reached  that  stage  in 
which  it  threatened  to  pass  into  catarrhus  suffhcativus,  where 
the  patient  sat  up  in  bed  panting  for  breath,  with  but  momen- 
tary intervals  of  relief  after  having  succeeded  in  coughing  up  a 
quantity  of  mucus,  I  have  seen  these  two  medicines  remove  all 
the  dangerous  symptoms  even  at  the  most  unfavourable  season 
of  the  year,  and  the  condition  of  the  sufferers  rendered  very 
tolerable.  Indeed  the  striking  effect  of  these  remedies  in  the 
affection  in  question  led  me  to  adopt  a  practice  which  I  have 
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since  made  a  castom  of,  that  of  giying  them  in  alternation.  I 
certainly  cannot  entirely  justify  it,  as  experience  thereby  be- 
comes less  pure  and  distinct,  but  I  must  put  forward  as  my 
excuse  the  excellent  results  that  attend  it. 

A  vast  majority  of  the  persons  I  have  treated  for  this  affec- 
tion have  been  in  advanced  life  and  had  laboured  under  it  for 
years,  so  that  it  had  in  a  measure  become  part  of  themselves. 
I  never  cured  a,ny  such  radically,  but  am  well  pleased  when  I 
can  effect  a  considerable  assuagement  of  their  malady,  and 
carry  them  safely  forward  into  the  good  summer  season,  which 
usually  sets  limits  to  the  intensity  of  the  complaint.  But  I 
have  frequently  cured  it  occurring  in  younger  persons  or  in 
elderly  ones  possessed  of  healthy  constitutions,  and  where  there 
was  no  complication  of  disorders.  Whereas  I  never  have  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  a  cure  in  any  case  of  developed  phthisis 
pulmonalis.  The  following  two  cases  are,  I  think,  worth  com- 
municating. 

Marie  L.,  aged  22,  daughter  of  a  miller  near  Rostock,  of  leuco- 
phlegmatic  habit  of  body,  had  in  her  youth  evidenced  her  scrofulous 
taint  by  affections  of  various  organs,  especially  the  eyes,  and  a  speck 
on  the  cornea  remained  to  mark  the  occurrence  of  scrofulous  oph- 
thalmia. She  was  not  menstruated  till  1 7  complete,  but  thenceforth 
regularly  though  scantily,  usually  with  crampy  pain  in  the  hypogas- 
trium,  till  the  present  complaint  began.  In  her  19th  year,  in  the 
autumn  of  1844,  she  had  influenza  severely,  which  left  behind  it  as 
a  permanent  ailment  a  cough  attended  with  moderate  expectoration ; 
her  general  health  was  little  affected.  The  following  year,  having 
undergone  great  fatigue  in  washing,  and  caught  a  severe  cold  in 
stormy  weather,  she  laid  the  foimdations  for  serious  disease,  and 
from  that  time  coughed  much  with  profuse  expectoration,  while  her 
strength  declined  and  her  flesh  wasted,  notwithstanding  all  that 
could  be  done  by  her  two  allopathic  attendants  during  a  couple  of 
years.  Latterly  the  complaint,  so  far  from  giving  way,  increased  to 
such  a  degree  that  Dr.  T.,  the  physician  last  consulted,  pronotmced 
her  case  one  of  incurable  pulmonary  consumption,  and  advised  a 
purely  expectant  treatment,  as  medicine  could  do  no  more  for  her. 
In  February  1847  her  father  sent  for  me  to  see  her,  when  I  was 
visiting  a  landed  proprietor  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  then  drew 
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up  the  following  account  of  her  actual  state.— The  patient,  who  is 
rather  above  the  common  height,  has  got  very  thin   and  stoops 
much ;   face  pale,  eyes  dull,  sunken  and  dark-circled ;   she  is  ex- 
tremely  weak  and  weary  all  the  day,  and  sleeps  ill  and  coughs 
constantly  at  night.     She  complains  of  great  tightness  of  the  chest, 
especially  in  the  region  of  the  manubrium  sierniy  and  most  felt  in 
walking;    continual   cough,   with   expectoration  of  a  quantity   of 
phlegm,  which  is  usually  colourless  and  albuminous,  except  in  the 
morning,  when  it  is  rough  and  yellowish,  and  floats  on  water,  and 
this  phlegm,  unlike  that  at  other  times,  it  only  got  up  after  painful 
and  powerful  efforts  of  coughing  with  retching,  and  sometimes  actual 
vomiting.      On  examining  the  chest  I  find  there    is    but    slight 
acceleration  of  the  breathing  so  long  as  the  patient  keeps  still,  and 
she  can  draw  a  pretty  full  breatii,  with  uniform  expansion  of  her 
rather  capacious  chest.     Percussion  gives  a  clear,  sonorous  result 
everywhere  except  over  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum,  where  it  is 
rather  dull.     On  auscultation  I  can  perceive  the  normal  respiratory 
murmur ;   there  are  bronchial  rales  here  and  there,  whistiing  and 
rattling,  and  particularly  loud  near  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea. 
Appetite  has  fallen  off;  thirst  felt  periodically;  has  a  slimy  taste  in 
her  mouth.     In  addition  to  these  symptoms  the  patient  mentions 
being  sometimes  shivery,  and  that  she  perspires  usually  in  the  mor- 
ning, after  coughing.     Pulse  small,  soft  and  rather  accelerated,  90 
to  96  per  minute.     She  has  not  been  unwell  for  eighteen  months, 
and  both  her  feet  are  oedematous,  especially  at  night. 

The  appearance  of  the  patient,  together  with  the  above-named 
physical  signs,  led  me  to  regard  the  diagnosis  of  the  former  medical 
attendants  as  mistaken  when  they  pronounced  the  disease  phthmi 
pulmanaUsj  and  I  was  convinced  it  was  bronchial  blennorrhoea,  and 
therefore  gave  a  rather  favorable  prognosis,  which  the  parents  heard 
with  incredulity.  The  diagnostic  marks,  which  in  greater  or  less 
degree  are  present  in  every  case  of  advanced  phthisis,  were  wanting, 
such  as  tuberculous  matter  in  the  sputa,  dull  sound  on  percussion 
over  a  limited  space,  especially  under  one  clavicle,  cavernous  rales, 
and  pectoriloquy  along  with  hectic  fever  and  colliquative  sweats ; — 
nothing  of  all  this  was  to  be  observed. 

I  commenced  the  treatment  on  Feb.  10th  with  Dulcamara  6,  of 
which  the  patient  got  a  dose  every  evening.  In  a  fortnight  I  heard 
that  the  dyspnoea  had  somewhat  diminished,  the  appetite  somewhat 
increased,  but  that  all  the  other  symptoms  remained  much  as  they 
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had  been.  The  medicine  being  continued  however,  her  cough  be- 
came less  troublesome,  with  diminished  expectoration,  and  her 
strength  evidently  increased.  In  the  beg^ning  of  April  I  changed 
the  medicine,  for  the  improvement  had  come  to  a  jrtand-still ;  there 
was  more  cedema  of  the  feet  (perhaps  from  increased  moving  about), 
and  leucorrhcea  was  added  to  the  previous  symptoms.  I  now  pre- 
scribed Arsenic  6  and  China  4,  on  alternate  evenings.  I  also  desired 
her  to  drink  new  milk,  to  which  she  had  had  the  previous  year  an 
invincible  disgust,  but  could  now  take  with  relish.  Under  this 
treatment  the  next  two  months  my  patient  improved  greatfy,  got  rid 
of  the  most  serious  symptoms,  acquired  an  excellent  appetite,  re- 
gained her  flesh,  and  became  so  strong  as  to  be  a  material  help 
to  her  parents  when  more  than  usually  busy ;  her  cough  and  expec- 
toration were  much  lessened,  and  the  swelling  of  the  feet  and  fluor 
albus  quite  disappeared  :  the  medicines  were  therefore  not  changed. 
I  saw  her  again  at  the  end  of  July,  and  was  delighted  to  see  the 
alteration  which  had  taken  place  in  the  health  of  the  young  woman 
since  our  first  interview  five  months  previously.  The  thin  limbs  had 
filled  out  into  firmness  and  roundness,  and  instead  of  the  dull  encir- 
cled eyes  staring  out  of  a  pale,  hollowed-out  countenance,  I  saw  a 
pair  which  gleamed  with  enjoyment  of  life,  and  corresponded  not 
amiss  with  the  rosy  cheeks.  A  careful  examination  of  the  chest 
shewed  no  remaining  trace  of  the  disease,  and  indeed  the  expectora- 
tion raised  by  the  cough  during  the  day-time  was  scarcely  worth 
noticing.  It  quite  disappeared  imder  the  use  of  Sulphur  3  eveiy 
second  evening,  and  towards  the  close  of  September  as  the  crowning 
sign  of  restored  health  the  catamenia  made  their  appearance.  Since 
that  time  the  patient  has,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  relapse  in 
the  ensuing  winter,  continued  perfectly  well,  and  the  following  year 
became  the  wife  of  a  worthy  fanner. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  case  the  same  good  fortane  did  not 
fall  to  my  lot  as  to  so  many  of  my  colleagues  in  whose  histories 
of  cases  wo  see  the  most  inveterate  diseases  give  way  to  their 
prescriptions  with  incredible  promptitude ;  but  though  it  took 
me  many  months  to  effect  it  I  reckon  it  one  of  my  most  suc- 
cessful cases.  Sceptics,  such  as  Kriiger-Hansen,  who  refuse  to 
recognize  in  homoeopathic  remedies  any  positive  activity,  will  of 
course  deny  that  the  cure  was  a  consequence  of  the  treatment, 
while  to  me  the  connection  is  clear  as  dav.     If,  as  is  natural. 
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one  felt  inclined  to  attribute  to  the  warm  weather  some  salutary 
influence  over  the  complaint,  I  may  bring  to  mind  that  pre- 
viously to  the  homoeopathic  treatment  she  had  been  ill  for  two 
summers  without  the  least  improvement  in  her  condition.  The 
cure  of  this  case  mode  the  more  noise  in  the  neighbourhood 
that  the  previous  medical  attendant  had  spread  it  abroad  that  it 
was  one  of  incurable  consumption.  The  consequence  was  that 
I  was  sent  for  by  a  number  of  persons  who  had  long  been 
sufferers  irom  tubercular  disease,  and  applied  to  me  full  of 
hope  of  a  cure.  It  was  painful  to  be  able  only  to  afford  them 
palliation  of  their  sufferings. 

—  Finck,  aged  46,  a  rope-maker  of  relaxed  habit  of  body,  had 
experienced  as  a  boy  various  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  when 
a  little  older  used  to  bleed  at  the  nose  and  periodically  to  expectorate 
blood  in  quantities.     He  was  exposed  to  all  sorts  of  weather  at  his 
work,  and   the  consequence  was  a  chronic  affection  of  the  chest, 
which  increased  year  "by  year.     He  used  to  cough  up  with  great 
difficulty  an  immense  quantity  of  mucus,  with  consequent  extreme 
exhaustion,  but  was  still  able  to  pursue  his  occupation,  with  occa- 
sional  interruptions.     Summer  used  to  bring  him  some  alleviation, 
but  the  symptoms  as  surely  returned  with  heightened  intensity  in 
autumn  and  winter.     Domestic  remedies  of  various  kinds  afforded 
no  relief,  and  the  prescriptions  of  several  physicians  no  more;  on 
the  contrary,  the  last  few  years  he  had  been  considerably  worse. 
Towards  the  end  of  January  1 844,  I  was  called  in  to  see  him  when 
labouring  under  an  alarming  attack  brought  on  by  exposure  to  cold. 
The  uneasy  and  darkened  countenance  of  the  poor  man  betrayed  the 
restlessness  and  anxiety  which  he  was  feeling ;  he  could  not,  from 
dyspnoea,  remain  lying  down,  but  was  sitting  up  in  bed,  his  chest 
bent  forward  to  force  with  vast  efforts  the  air  into  his  lungs,  and 
the  respirations  had  risen  to  40  per  minute ;  the  heart  beat  strongly; 
the  cough  violent  and  accompanied  with  whistling  in  the  tubes,  con- 
trary to  common  only  brought  up  a  little  tenacious  serous  expectora- 
tion streaked  with  blood,  and  caused  burning  or  rather  smarting 
pain  along  the  course  of  the  bronchial  tubes ;  the  pulse  was  small, 
rapid  and  rather  tense ;  great  prostration.     The  tongue  loaded,  no 
desire  for  food,  ardent  thirst,  urine  of  a  fiery  red.     These  symptoms, 
together  with  the  physical  signs  (vesicular  whistling  and  chirping 
rales)  made  it  apparent  I  had  a  case  of  bronchitis  before  me.     It 
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warn  UMjt<!gfcfullT  treated  { Jammy  20tli  to  T^nrmj  9 ,.  vith  Aoocite, 
la  and  AneoiCy  the  ccoqilauci  being  reschred  vilL  appear, 
of  g^aeial  fveats  and  aediinenlaiT  oriDe,  viaie  bxierir  there 
alwiiw!«it  fpnta.     The  patie&l's  stale  was  oom  jost  what  it  had 
iar  Jt3x%,  hot  with  the  foperadditian  of  eiiietue  weaknos, 
Tct  rrmajufd  from  the  hraodutic  attack,  aad  tot  warkrd 
The  gcoenl,  aa  well  as  the  local  sympUim!^,  now  pre. 
a  ***'^'"g  '   iiMi^liii^'  to  diose  dftaiVd  m  the 


hime^ci  in  the  pfaracal  signs,  tiz^  the  existesoe  of  Ssdzict  pecto- 
riloqiiT,  which  KCiPfd  to  me,  in  the  oon^ieie  ahwronp  of  tahemilar 
■atter  in  the  ^pota,  to  irwiicate  dilatation  of  the  IsoochL  Withoot 
going  into  the  «inntig  of  the  tirlfl,  it  wdskw  softce  to  say  thai 
theoKof  Dolcaaoan^  Slaanm  and  Fhofphoras  at  kw^la. 
aMliiiiy<l  til  towards  &e  end  of  liaich,  the  potieni  gmtly 
JBSfuiul;  bat  when  I  then  began  to  gire  China  in  altcnatian  with 
Aivemc,  he  nnde  soch  n|nd  fugicja  a 
strength  so  hA,  as  to  be  able  in  April  to  lewme  bis  tabonons 
patian,  and  thongh  the  CTMphint  was  not  ahogedier 
he  stiD  bftd  in  ^  ioeat  weather  aosne  Aftcaskr  is 
mp  soBe  BBDcns,  yet  the  oqd&iqb  of  &e 
B^nopcd  as  to  enaUe  eib  to  andefgo  exertioB  he  had  decSined 
and  he  becasK  ^risibly  stawter.  I  bad  no  orrarinw  to  give 
thanwB  iicrsskwJ  doae  of  med 
of  I  nwjii  to  cold  or  wet  bis  aiiiiMm 
in  the  brgiiinnig  of  ISM,  when,  in  coeseqaenoe  of 
in  Schwcrin,  he  was  ohfiged  by  a  sadden  attack  to 
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ON    THE    HOMCEOPATHIC    TREATMENT   OF 

YELLOW  FEVER. 

By  Bento  Jose  Martins, 

Dodor  of  Medidne  of  the  Ufdversiiy  of  Louvmn,  <md  of  IA0  Fae^  ofMtH- 
cmt  of  Bio  de  Janeiro^  Chevalier  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  Ckritt,  Member  qf 
the  BraMan  Oeographic  Imstihae,  PreeidetU  of  the  BomonptMc  Academy  if 
Bio  de  Janeiro^  dje,  dkc, 

(Read  before  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Society^  June  Zrd^  1851.  *y 

It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  yellow  fever  had  the  greatest 
namher  of  victims  in  Brazil,  and  particularly  in  Rio  de  Janeiro 
in  the  year  1850.  This  epidemic  having  broken  out  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Bahia,  the  inhabitants,  of  the  capital,  which  is  not  very 
far  distant,  then  began  to  fear  lest  the  pleigue  should  appear 
among  themselves,  which  they  as  yet  knew  only  by  name.  Un- 
fortunately their  fears  were  soon  realized.  But  what  could  they 
do  totally  unprepared  as  they  were  for  its  invasion  in  a  country 
which  had  hitherto  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  salubrity?  At  first 
they  contented  themselves  with  simply  affording  the  best  aid 
they  could  to  those  affected  with  this  terrible  fever,  which  they 
afterwards  set  about  studying,  but  whilst  the  medical  world  were 
occupied  with  discerning  whether  it  was  or  was  not  the  disease 
of  Sion  which  thus  spread  with  such  firightful  rapidity,  the 
epidemic  continued  its  ravages  in  spite  of  all  the  hygienic  means 
used.  I  must  here  do  justice  to  the  disciples  both  of  Hip- 
pocrates and  of  Hahnemann  to  say,  that  none  of  them  failed  to 
lavish  with  zeal,  the  most  assiduous  attentions  on  the  sick,  in 
the  midst  of  the  cries  of  pain  and  despair  and  of  the  groans 
that  resounded  on  every  side. 

We  know  how  diflBcult  it  is  to  pronounce  an  opinion  respect- 
ing a  disease  that  appears  for  the  first  time  in  a  country,  espe- 
cially if  it  present  symptoms  so  varied  as  those  observed  in  the 
epidemic  that  lately  prevailed  in  Brazil,  and  if  we  are  now  able 

*  Wc  beg  to  express  our  acknowledgment  to  Dr.  llenriques,  for  kindly  trans- 
lating the  latter  half  of  thin  paper,  which  was  road  in  French  by  Dr.  Martins. 
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to  give  a  succinct  description  of  it  and  to  tell  its  nature  and 
cause,  this  is  because  the  plague  having  passed  away  has  left 
behind  it  a  great  number  of  observations,  from  the  examination 
and  compai'ison  of  which^  we  may  draw  conclusions  more  or  less 
positive. 

We  may  therefore  now  say  that  the  causes  that  contributed  to  tlie 
appearance  of  the  yellow  fever  in  Brazil,  were  numerous.  In  the 
first  place  we  should  mention  the  notable  changes  observed  in 
the  climateric  constitution  of  Bio  de  Janeiro  during  the  year 
1849,  and  produced  by  a  dryness  such  as  there  had  not  been  for 
a  long  time;  by  the  extreme  heat  which  was  felt  in  summer,  by 
tbcT  non-appearance  of  the  necessary  and  frequent  storms  in 
that  season  to  refresh  the  burning  soil;  by  the  absence  of  sea- 
breezes  called  viragoes,  which  prevail  ordinarily  from  eleven  in 
the  morning  till  five  in  the  evening,  extending  far  up  from  the 
coast  into  the  interior,  like  an  immense  ventilation  established 
by  the  wisdom  of  nature.  To  this  principal  cause  wo  ought  to 
add  others  of  an  effect  more  or  less  direct,  such  as  the  arrival 
of  numerous  emigrants  on  their  way  to  California,  who  encum- 
bered the  streets  of  the  capital;  no  sanitary  measures  being 
taken  in  regard  to  these  persons,  who  generally  came  firom  places 
where  epidemic  diseases  prevailed;  the  introduction  of  negroes 
often  affected  with  serious  maladies  contracted  on  board  ship 
where  they  are  confined  in  narrow,  dirty  and  ill- ventilated  holds; 
the  constant  concourse  of  people  who  continually  came  for  the 
purpose  of  spreading  themselves  throughout  the  empire  and 
establishing  themselves  there,  who  almost  always  passed  through 
the  capital,  where  they  stayed  and  thus  formed  at  certain  periods 
an  increase  of  the  population ;  the  regular  prevalence  during  all 
the  year  of  gastric  affections  of  greater  or  less  severity;  the 
appearance  of  fever  of  the  same  nature,  which,  in  summer,  often 
present  ataxic  and  typhoid  characters,  giving  rise  to  great  puru- 
lent deposits,  and  even  to  the  formation  of  numerous  abscesses 
near  the  joints.  Such  are  the  numerous  causes  added  to  the 
neglect  of  measures  of  public  hygiene,  to  the  bad  state  of  the 
drains,  and  of  the  sea  shore  where  all  sorts  of  refuse  were  usually 
thrown,  to  the  continual  disengagement  of  infectious  miasms  by 
the  action  of  the  heat,  which  considering  its  long  continuance 
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would  naturally  be  expected  to  give  rise  to  some  serious  epidemic 
in  the  following  autumn. 

Without  doubt,  gentlemen,  the  man  of  science  who  at  that 
period  attentively  observed  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Rio  de  Janeiro  (the  number  of  sick  persons  was  ex* 
tremely  limited)  in  the  midst  of  this  principle  of  death;  who 
felt  the  heavy  state  of  an  overpowering  atmosphere  in  the  latter 
months  of  1849;  who  saw  the  usually  pure  and  transparent  sky 
of  Brazil  concealed  by  a  veil,  a  sort  of  fog,  of  lugubrious 
appearance,  composed  of  myriads  of  corpuscules  produced  by  the 
decomposition  of  organic  matters,  disengaged  from  inunense 
focuses  of  infection ;  no  doubt,  I  say,  the  man  of  science  who 
attentively  considered  all  that  would  have  been  very  much' as- 
tonished at  witnessing  this  sort  of  torpor  or  inactivity  of  the 
elements  of  destruction  in  which  the  city  of  Bio  de  Janeiro 
floated  as  it  were,  anticipating  for  its  inhabitants  a  denouement 
terrible  in  proportion  to  the  slowness  of  its  arrival.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  once  the  inflammable  materials  that  had  been  long  accu- 
mulating were  ignited,  the  conflagration  would  infallibly  spread 
with  a  force  and  intensity  equal  to  that  which  had  kept  them  in 
an  inactive  state. 

These  fears,  the  simple  results  of  a  study  and  examination  of 
the  condition  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Bio  were  placed,  be- 
came every  day  stronger  as  autumn  approached  and  as  cases  of 
malignant  fever  were  observed  to  occur. 

They  assumed  a  substantial  shape,  when  the  steamer  Pemam- 
bucano  arrived  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  empire  on  the 
Idth  December  1849,  bringing  the  information  that  there  had 
appeared  in  the  province  of  Bahia  a  fever,  which  the  population 
designated  by  the  name  of  polka.  The  apprehensions  increased 
on  the  arrival  of  the  corvette  Don  Joao  ler.,  also  from  Bahia, 
although  its  worthy  commander  had  avoided  all  communication 
with  the  main-land,  because  he  had  had  on  board  during  the 
passage,  five  men  attacked  by  the  fever  which  prevailed  in  the 
town  whence  he  had  sailed,  two  of  whom  had  died.  Finally  the 
steamer  Imperatrice  arrived  on  the  20th  December,  and  brought 
tlie  opinion  of  the  booid  of  health  of  Bahia,  but  although  it  de- 
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Glared  that  there  was  nothing  contagious  or  fearful  in  the  disease, 
and  that  it  offered  no  peculiar  features^  it  was  impossible  not  to 
perceive  that  the  diseaise  was  of  a  very  s^ous  character,  since  it 
attacked  chiefly  the  nervous  centres  and  altered  the  heniatose^ 
to  use  the  expression  of  the  board,  and  because  it  generally 
miinifested  itsdf  with  gastrio,  typhoid  and  apoplectic  symptoms. 

We  should  add  that  on  the  5th  of  January,  information  came 
to  Bio  by  the  steamer  8t,  Salvador,  that  the  epidemic  had  made 
enormous  progress  in  Bahia.  Since  the  25th  December,  thou- 
sands of  individuals,  natives  as  well  as  foreigners,  had  been  at- 
tacked by  it,  but  it  was  amongst  the  marine  population,  and 
principally  foreign  sailors  that  it  committed  the  greatest  ravages, 
for  up  to  that  period  114  had  succumbed.  The  official  commu- 
nioation  of  the  president  of  Bahia,  gave  the  number  of  persons 
who  had  been  attacked  up  to  the  1st  of  January  at  20,000,  that  of 
foreigners  dead  160,  who  were  almost  exclusively  sailors;  it  fur- 
ther stated  that  the  disease  was  supposed  to  have  been  introduced 
by  a  ship  coming  from  New  Orleans,  having  affected  persons  on 
board,  of  whom  several  had  died  during  the  voyage. 

Incomprehensible  as  it  may  appear  in  Europe,  notwithstanding 
all  that  I  have  related, — whether  it  be  that  at  the  time  the  news 
of  the  spread  of  the  plague  was  received,  there  arrived  at  the 
same  time  consolatory  accounts  which  announced  it  to  be  of  slight 
character,  and  expressed  a  hope  of  its  speedy  disappearance,  or 
that  it  was  supposed  that  it  would  not  extend  to  Rio — it  never 
occurred  to  the  authorities  to  take  sanitary  measures  in  regard  to 
vessels  coming  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  empire,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  introduction  of  the  epidemic  into  the  capital,  the  prin- 
cipal centre  of  the  population  of  the  country.  Undoubtedly  we 
had  to  deplore  great  losses,  but  it  was  a  wonder  that  we  did  not 
pay  still  dearer  for  the  absence  of  the  necessary  measures  which 
prudence  demanded  in  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  in  particular  of  commerce,  which  fear,  for  an  instant,  so 
completely  paralysed. 

I  ought  to  mention  that  Brazil  is  one  of  the  most  healthy 
countries  in  the  world,  and  after  this  circumstance,  which  none 
can  deny,  it  was  painful  to  witness  it  invaded  by  an  epidemic 
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imported  from  nnhealthy  regions.  In  spite  of  the  negligence  of 
the  municipal  authorities,  this  country  always  presents  to  the 
eye  of  the  stranger  who  lands  npon  its  borders  a  magnificent  and 
smiling  aspect.  It  is  not  a  blind  love  of  the  soil  that  has  given 
me  birth  which  leads  me  to  make  these  remarks,  no,  the  salu- 
brity of  the  climate  of  Bio  de  Janeiro  has  almost  become  a  pro* 
verb  in  reference  to  diseases  which  have  occasionally  been  intro- 
duced before  this  time,  and  which  have  always  gone  off  of  their 
own  accord  without  causing  any  extensive  ravages,  *  though  no 
hygienic  measures  had  once  been  taken  to  prevent  their  pro* 
pagation. 

On  a  consideration  of  this,  it  really  appears  as  if  the  epidemic 
elements  encounter  a  powerful  opposition  to  their  development 
and  to  their  spread  in  our  medical  constitution. 

This  then,  gentlemen,  is  what  I  deem  it  necessary  to  say  re- 
garding the  introduction  of  the  yellow  fever  into  the  capital  of 
the  Brazilian  empire.  I  have  attempted  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
disease,  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  describe  its  different  phases, 
and  then  I  shall  come  to  speak  of  the  treatment,  in  order  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  the  splendid  results  obtained  by  the  employment 
of  the  homoeopathic  system. 

If  in  this  rapid  review  you  perceive  any  lacun®,  as  you  wiQ 
no  doubt,  this  is  not  a  circumstance  to  arrest  me,  you  will  easily 
supply  them  by  the  extent  and  variety  of  your  acquirements. 

Symptoms  of  the  Yellow  Fever. 
The  disease  which  is  the  subject  of  this  essay,  came  on  al- 
most suddenly  amongst  us,  just  as  it  did  in  the  different  coun- 
tries in  which  it  has  appeared,  witliout  any  of  those  precursory 
and  peculiar  phenomena  which  generally  characterize  the  inva- 
sion of  an  acute  disease.  It  attacked  every  one  without  distinc- 
tion, and  under  all  sorts  of  circumstances.  Thus  it  sometimes 
occurred  when  the  person  was  at  rest  and  had  no  reason  what- 
ever for  expecting  it,  sometimes  it  surprised  him  in  the  midst  of 
the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  sometimes  during  sleep,  and  al- 
most always  without  any  phenomenon  indicating  its  approach. 

*  I  allude  to  the  scarlet  fcYer  that  appeared  in  1S44,  and  to  the  rheomatle 
fever  that  prevailed  in  1846. 
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The  favourite  victims  of  the  pestilence  were  as  I  have  already 
said,  foreigners  unaccustomed  to  the  climate. 

First  period, — The  disease  in  general  first  manifested  itself 
during  the  night  or  towards  morning  on  getting  oat  of  bed. 
The  first  symptoms  which  were  felt  were,  extreme  cold,  intense 
horripilation  exactly  like  that  which  precedes  intermittent  or 
remittent  fever,  sometimes  headache,  nausea,  vomiting,  either  of 
mucus  or  food:  the  pulse  was  contracted,  weak  and  quick.  This 
state,  the  duration  and  intensity  of  which  were  very  variable,  was 
almost  always  succeeded  by  a  severe  headache,  which  was  felt  prin 
cipally  in  the  supraorbital  region,  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  the 
temples,  but  more  in  the  two  first;    also    tearing  pains  like 
those  of  rheumatism,  and  sometimes  even  real  cramps  in  the 
legs  and  the  thighs,  before  or  after  which  appeared  pains  in  the 
lumbar  region,  in  the  vertebral  column,  and  in  the  iliac  and  in- 
guinal regions,  particularly  in  these  last.     At  this  point  a  febrile 
action  manifested  itself,  in  some  cases  it  appeared  slowly,  in  others 
with  extreme  rapidity,  and  attacked  instantly  the  whole  periphery. 
The  breath  was  burning,  and  breathing  rather  difficult;  the  pulse 
was  hard,  full,  and  quick,  but  sometimes  it  was  only  full  and 
quick.   The  cheeks  became  bright  red  and  turgid,  the  conjunctiva 
was  injected,  the  temporal  arteries  appeared  bursting,  and  pulsated 
with  violence. 

The  tongue  which  at  first  was  pale,  large,  moist,  and  tremulous, 
became  red  at  the  edges  and  loaded  with  yellow,  but  oftener  wiUi 
white  fur,  at  times  dry  and  parched,  with  a  dark  red  line  about 
the  middle.  With  some  patients  there  was  vomiting  of  mucus 
and  bilious  matter,  sometimes  mixed  with  streaks  of  blood  and 
blackish  clots,  others  only  felt  nausea ;  others  again,  but  these 
were  the  exceptional  cases,  were  attacked  with  black  vomit,  either 
in  a  slight  degree  or  very  abundant,  sometimes  before  and  some- 
times after  the  vomiting  of  bile.  Generally  the  patient  had 
burning  thirst,  but  sometimes  all  liquid  was  quite  repugnant  to 
him.  The  abdomen  was  soft  and  painless  at  first,  but  afterwards 
it  became  hard  and  painful,  either  when  pressed  or  not,  parti* 
cularly  in  the  epigastrium,  and  in  the  right  hypochondrium.  In 
cases  of  frequent  vomiting,  the  patient  complained  of  feeling  a 
weight  from  one  hypochondrium  to  the  other. 
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Second  period, — With  tho  nntives  of  Brazil,  the  disease 
usually  ceased  with  the  first  stage,  and  they  began  to  be  convales- 
cent, but  it  was  not  so  with  persons  of  impaired  constitution,  or 
with  those  who  were  not  yet  accUmatized,  for  with  them,  besides 
the  symptoms  already  enumerated,  there  were  added  others  still 
more  severe.  All  the  symptoms  which  indicated  the  yellow  fever 
in  its  first  stage,  were  more  strongly  developed  with  them,  and 
other  symptoms,  particularly  hemorrhages,  contributed  to  render 
the  physician's  prognosis  unfavourable. 

The  symptoms  of  the  second  period  manifested  themselves 
generally  after  an  intermission  or  apparent  amelioration,  which 
lasted  sometimes  for  hours,  sometimes  for  days. 

This  intermission  deceived  the  patient  who  believed  himself  to 
bo  cured,  and  even  the  experienced  medical  attendant  may 
sometimes  confound  this  momentary  amelioration  with  the  radir 
cal  cures  he  has  effected  in  favourable  cases.  Sometimes  how* 
ever,  there  are  signs  which  announce  to  the  physician  that  the 
combat  between  life  and  death  is  not  over.  These  signs  are 
sleeplessness,  general  uneasiness,  continual  drowsiness,  the  con* 
tinuanoe  of  headache,  a  sad  and  languid  look,  prostration  of 
strength,  decubitus,  breathing  rather  oppressed,  the  continuance 
of  febrile  action,  intense  thirst,  trembling  and  dryness  of  the 
tongue,  crust  on  the  lips,  difficulty  to  expectorate,  with  desire  to 
vomit,  frequent  eructations,  the  conjunctiva  injected  and  yellow, 
urine  scanty  and  filled  with  sediment,  feeling  of  constriction  in 
the  oesophagus,  a  burning  heat  in  the  stomach,  accompanied  with 
pain.  Sometimes  however,  but  in  rare  cases,  instead  of  the 
symptoms  just  related,  the  symptoms  of  the  first  stage  re-appear, 
exactly  resembling  a  severe  intermittent  or  remittent  fever,  with 
nocturnal  exacerbations,  and  it  is  generally  only  during  the 
third  paroxysm,  that  the  symptoms  of  the  second  period  are  un- 
mistakeable. 

Such  is  a  summary  of  the  second  period  of  the  yellow  fever, 
which  either  terminates  in  death,  or  passes  into  the  third,  and  is 
often  accompanied  by  epistaxis  or  other  species  of  hemorrhage. 

Third  period. — This  third  stage  of  the  disease  is  known  by 
the  increased  intensity  of  the  symptoms  described  in  the  two 
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firsts  sometimes  they  increase  without  interraption,  at  others  they 
seem  to  make  a  pause,  only  to  re-appear  with  more  violence  and 
to  hasten  death. 

We  must  confess,  however  sad  the  fact  is,  that  in  the  third 
period  the  efforts  of  nature  and  of  art  were  almost  always  power- 
less in  preserving  life.  It  was  generally  about  the  fifth  or  sixth 
day,  rarely  sooner  or  later  that  the  symptoms  iqipeared  most  severe, 
and  that  the  patient  sank.  During  this  period  the  strength  failed 
rapidly,  extreme  prostration,  tongue  and  lips  parched,  contracted 
and  cracked,  covered  with  sanguineous  crusts,  of  a  very  dark 
red,  teeth  fuliginous,  gums  livid,  soft,  exuding  black  blood, 
sharp  pain  in  the  stomach,  which  felt  to  the  patient  like  a  ball 
and  tormented  him  much,  extreme  anxiety,  hiccough,  carphologia, 
black  vomit,  getting  darker  and  darker  and  more  frequent, — then 
comes  the  end  of  all  these  horrible  sufferings,  and  of  all  here 
below, — death. 

Treatmefit. — ^Yellow  fever  presents  three  distinct  progressive 
periods;  during  the  first — aconite,  pulsatilla,  belladonna, 
nux  vomica  are  generally  employed ;  during  the  second — nux 
vomica,  nilrufn  acidum,  and  mercurius  sol. ;  during  the  third 
— arsenicum,  argentum  nitricum,  digitalis,  ergotine,  phosphoH 
acidum,  and  when  there  are  also  black  dejections,  helleborus, 
all  with  much  success. 

It  is  with  these  medicines  that  we  have  obtained  the  best 
results,  whilst  with  allopathic  medicines  of  the  old  school,  all 
was  lost  in  useless  experiments. 

It  is  in  every  disease  an  unpardonable  absurdity  to  prescribe 
an  uniform  treatment,  more  particularly  with  yellow  fever. 
What  we  have  indicated  under  the  head  of  treatment,  ought  not 
in  any  way  to  be  considered  as  an  invariable  rule,  but  simply 
as  an  enumeration  of  the  principal  remedies  employed  with  suc- 
cess by  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  Bio  de  Janeiro,  without 
denying  that  there  may  be  other  homceopathic  medicines  which 
may  produce  the  same  results. 

Statistics, — The  number  of  persons  attacked  with  yellow  fever 
and  treated  at  the  homoeopathic  dispensary.  Rue  de  Ouitanda, 
No.  11,  by  myself  and  Drs.  Arambuja,  Cesares,  and  Silva  Pinto, 
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from  the  25th  February  to  the  end  of  April,  in  the  year  1851, 

was —  8256 

Died  a  few  hours  after  first  visit     -     -     -  56 

Died  in  forty  eight  hours 82 

Died  between  first  and  ninth  day  -     •     -  130 

Number  of  deaths     -     - 227 

Cured 8029 

Total 8256 


According  to  these  figures  the  mortality  of  homoeopathicaUy 
treated  patients  did  not  rise  to  seven  per  cent.,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced that  it  would  not  have  reached  five  per  cent,  if  those 
persons  to  whom  it  proved  fatal,  had  not  first  had  recourse  to 
allopathic  remedies. 

For  our  part,  we  did  all  we  could  to  save  those  persons  who 
placed  their  lives  in  our  hands,  and  I  hope  we  will  be  pardoned 
for  the  pride  we  feel  in  saying  that  our  consciences  do  not  give 
us  a  single  reproach  on  their  account. 

It  is  true  that  all  the  medical  men  of  Bio,  showed  in  that 
trying  time,  zeal,  courage,  and  feeling,  but  figures  will  speak  for 
the  result  obtained  by  the  two  opposite  treatments,  that  homoeo- 
pathy saved  the  lives  of  a  fourth,  or  at  least  of  a  good  fifth  of 
the  population  of  Rio  who  were  attacked  by  this  scourge. 

I  will  add  nothing  more  on  the  subject  of  this  epidemic,  which 
with  the  breath  of  death  swept  across  Brazil,  but  about  which  I 
could  say  much  more,  if  it  would  in  any  way  be  useful  to  you, 
and  if  this  were  more  than  a  reminiscence  of  facts  which  passed 
under  my  observation. 

Without  any  documents,  but  merely  from  memory,  I  must 
crave  all  your  indulgence  for  this  incomplete  paper,  written  by 
a  foreigner,  who  in  passing  through  your  land  has  hardly  time 
to  admire  the  scientific  works  of  the  old  world,  as  well  as  the 
men  of  talent  and  energy  who  give  the  impulse  to  them  and 
direct  their  progress. 


414 

CASES, 

By  Db.  Liedbeck. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homwopathy. 

.Gentlemen, — ^As  a  supplement  to  my  former  contribution  to 
your  Journal  from.  Dr.  Liedbeck,  allow  me  to  present  you  tlie 
following  interesting  obseirations,  extracted  from  different  pri- 
vate letters  wbich  I  have  received  from  my  distinguished  friend, 
who  has  kindly  given  permission  for  them  to  be  published. 

I  remain  &c.        A.  Geobgu. 

Cases. — ^In  consequence  of  the  ^^  Erfahrungsheillehre**  and 
especially  the  physiological  proving  of  the  action  oi  ferrum 
aceticum  by  the  followers  of  Bademacher,  my  knowledge  of  this 
remedy  has  become  much  clearer.  According  to  my  opinion, 
that  composita  chemica  act  according  to  their  constituent  parts, 
this  preparation  of  Iron  has  not  only  been  more  used,  but  also 
with  much  success  in  a  great  number  of  cases.  This  has  espe- 
cially been  the  case  in  severe  hemorrhages  of  the  womb,  in 
wbich  I  have  employed  the  same  doses  as  Rademacher,  viz.,  30 
drops  liquor  ferri  mur.  oxyd,.  Ph.  Bor.  to  gummi,  3  ij,  and 
aq.  distill.  |  viij.  I  have  given  from  one  teaspoonful  to  a 
tablespoonfril  in  an  hour,  according  to  circumstances.* 

Even  haemorrhages  resulting  from  cancer  have  diminished  in 
consequence,  more  than  from  any  other  remedy.  The  loss  of 
blood  from  any  cause  whatever,  even  from  excoriations  of  the 
vagina,  has  either  diminished  or  the  patient  has  notwithstanding 
felt  herself  stronger  and  livelier.  But  I  have  also  in  some  cases 
obtained  a  perfect  cure,  where  there  were  no  indications  for  the 
use  of  sabina  or  crocus,  which,  generally,  as  well  as  belladonnay 
china  and  secale  cornutum,  have  been  my  best  remedies.  The 
allopathic  physicians  highly  praise  various  Acids,  but  I  have 
seldom  seen  cures  that  can  be  attributed  to  them.  I  have  already 
given  in  the  '"Hygea,"  some  successful  cases  of  haemorrhage  of 
the  uterus.  I  subjoin  here  a  very  satisfactory  one,  which  I  cured 
by  Iron  alone. 

*  Dr.  Norcus,  of  Norkoping,  has  succeeded  in  a  case  of  bleeding  from  the 
womb,  by  giving  globules  of  Tr.  Ferri.  acetic». 
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Case  I. 

The  wife  of  a  painter,  Mrs.  Begens,  bom  1816,  and  mother 
of  two  children,  heid  always  profuse  menstruation.  She  is  fair, 
and  short  in  stature ;  she  has  had  easy  confinements,  attended 
however  with  severe  consequences.  After  her  last  confinement 
four  years  ago,  she  has  sufiPered  from  constant  haemorrhage  of 
the  womb  every  month,  with  the  exception  of  eight  days. 
When  the  flow  returned,  it  was  then  always  considerably  in- 
creased. She  sufiered  during  her  last  confinement  with  a  great 
deal  of  inflammation  of  the  womb,  accompanied  with  pains  and 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  and  she  has  frequent  fits  of  tears. 
Besides  other  debilitating  losses,  she  had  been  repeatedly  purged 
by  the  midwife.  The  patient  consulted  me  on  the  8th  July, 
1850.  I  found  upon  examination,  the  blood  of  a  colour  hke 
that  of  a  cherry  jelly,  but  dark. 

The  neck  of  the  uterus  was  swollen.  The  hsemorrhage  pre- 
vented all  further  examination.  The  patient  said  she  was  tender 
in  coitus.  She  had  a  soreness  at  the  chest  and  a  feeling  of 
anxiety,  and  experienced  great  difficulty  in  ascending  a  hill  or 
walking  up  stairs.  I  prescribed  liquor  ferru  mur.  oxydat..  Ph. 
Br.,  gtt.  xxx,  gummi  arahici,  Z  ij  ss,  Aq.  J  viij  ss,  to  take  one 
tablespoonful  in  the  hour.  She  visited  me  again  on  the  10th,  and 
said  that  she  had  felt  very  sleepy  after  taking  the  medicine,  had 
a  slight  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  some  dark  and  loose  evacua- 
tions from  the  bowels;  but  notwithstanding,  she  found  herself 
better,  and  the  bleeding  was  diminished.  There  was  however 
soreness  about  the  os  coccygis,  and  some  difficulty  in  sitting.  I 
could  now  examine  the  uterus,  and  found  it  with  the  orificium 
uteri  situated  to  the  right;  the  right  leg  was  swelled,  which  she 
said  had  been  the  case  ever  since  her  delivery.  The  bleeding  was 
cured  the  12th  of  July,  after  four  days  treatment. 

The  patient  visited  me  again  on  the  22nd  of  the  same  month, 
having  met  with  an  accident,  for  which  I  administered  collodium 
arnicatum.  She  had  none  of  the  bleeding  from  the  womb,  which 
had  lasted  for  four  years,  had  gained  in  flesh  and  appearance,  and 
was  according  to  her  own  expression,  quite  another  person. 
Could  these  results  be  obtained  by  high  dilutions  of  iron,  or  of 
any  other  remedy  ?   I  do  not  believe  it.    At  all  events,  those  who 
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employ  the  higher  dilations,  would  do  well  to  publish  their 
success.  I  have  repeatedly  observed  on  myself,  loose  and  dark 
evacuations  by  proving  the  liq.  ferri,  mur.  oxyd.  Ph.  Br.,  bat  I 
did  not  lose  in  flesh  as  Bademacher  tells  us  was  the  case  with 
himself,  or  as  Dr.  EkwuRsel  has  verified.  This  was  also  observed 
on  Captain  E. 

Case  II. 

A  gentleman  from  Norkdping  consulted  me  about  a  year  ago, 
for  an  indurated  chancre*  I  succeeded  in  a  couple  of  months  by 
giving  mercurius  and  cinnabar  1,  2,  and  afterwards,  when  the 
chancres  became  elevated,  by  giving  thujas  in  healing  the  sores. 
The  observation  of  Ricord  however  proves  correct;  the  patient 
suffering  secondary  and  tertiary  forms  of  the  infection  when  the 
cold  season  had  set  in.  He  then  consulted  the  allopathic 
physician  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  treated  him  though  un- 
successfully during  a  period  of  six  months;  after  which  he 
consulted  me  again,  and  I  found  the  eyes  much  inflamed,  the 
whole  face  a  syphilitic  mask,  pain  in  the  bones  during  the  nights, 
that  prevented  every  attempt  to  sleep.  As  soon  as  I  saw  him, 
I  found  that  iodide  of  potassium  must  be  the  remedy.  It  has 
been  highly  recommeuded  under  similar  circumstances,  both  by 
Bicord  and  Lobethal,  although  in  different  quantities.  I  gave  a 
la  Lobethal  *  20  grains  in  5  viij  ss,  water,  with  a  prescription  to 
take  one  tablespoonful  morning  and  eveniug.  The  patient  slept 
the  second  night,  the  following  night  still  more,  and  on  the  third 
the  sleep  was  as  sound  as  when  in  full  health.  The  patient  was 
free  from  pain  within  the  first  week,  and  not  only  were  the  eyes 
better,  but  the  eruption  on  the  face  was  getting  more  pale.  I 
now  employed  Sulphurated  Milk,  {k  la  Kopp  t)  externally,  in 
consequence  of  the  itching  in  proportion  as  the  face  healed. 

Case  III. 
As  you  remember  the  intermittent  fever  of  Master  Fr.  W — rg 
did  not  yield  either  to  the  allopathic  treatment,  to  the  water 
cute,  to  the  treatment  by  movements  as  little  as  to  the  remedies 

*  From  AUg,  HamoBcp.  Zeiiung  18  B.  No.  14,  p.  25. 

t  From  Oesterreieh,  Zeii$chriftfar.  Ham.  4,  B.  2.  Heft,  p.  448. 
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I  employed  according  to  hotncBopathic  indicatioDS,  viz.,  arsen.^ 
lycopod.,  ipec.y  opium,  nux  v.,  ignai,  etc.  Only  sulph.  2  gave 
some  temporary  relief.  I  observed  at  last  the  peculiarity  that 
every  change  in  the  weather  made  him  worse.  This  indicated 
to  me  the  use  of  electricity  (in  the  form  oi  galvanism).  He  was 
relieved  after  the  first  application,  and  after  the  third  operation 
he  was  cured  of  his  intermittent  fever  of  two  years'  standing. 

Case  IV. 

Amongst  the  remedies  recommended  by  Bademacher,  and 
which  I  have  now  and  then  employed,  none  but  cochifieal  has 
produced  a  true  homoeopathic  aggravation.  Mrs.  Gothark 
always  derived  relief  from  this  remedy  when  I  gave  her  the 
drd  decimal  dilution,  but  her  cough  reappeared  as  soon  as  she  left 
off  taking  the  remedy.  I  was  at  last  tempted  to  give  3  j  with 
J  j  88  Sacch.  Lach.  a  teaspoonful.  She  got  worse,  but  the  old 
doses  gave  her  relief  even  in  this  stage. 

In  cases  of  asthma,  complicated  with  afifection  of  the  kidneys 
and  turbid  urine,  the  strong  doses  k  la  Bademncher  were  em- 
ployed and  produced  relief,  but  when  the  patient  was  irregular 
in  his  diet  there  was  a  relapse. 

Case  V. 

The  Countess  P.  has  besides  turbid  urine  suflfered  formerly  from 
Morbus  Brightii,  according  to  the  diagnosis  of  Dr.  Huss.  She 
has  of  late  had  a  fit  of  unconsciousness  and  absence  of  mind. 
Cochineal  gave  her  more  relief  than  any  other  of  the  remedies 
previously  employed.  (There  is  an  excellent  proving  of  cochineal 
in  the  Oesterreich.  ZeitschriftfUr  Horn.  V.  iv,  6  heft.) 

Case  VI. 

Dr.  Ahlberg,  an  Allopathic  Physician,  of  Stockholm,  de- 
livered over  to  my  care  the  Baroness  C,  at  the  end  of  last 
winter.  The  following  is  an  outline  of  her  case  and  cure.  The 
patient,  aged  50,  is  of  English  extraction,  tall,  with  brown  eyes ; 
had  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  1837,  when  she  became  ill  with 
vomiting.  She  had  previously  been  affected  with  flatulence. 
Treated  by  various  allopathic  physicians,  she  had  since  that  time 
gradually  become  an  invalid.    The  patient  has  been  blind  in  the 
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left^e  for  seTen  yeaxs.  The  complaint  was  gradaaUy  coming  on 
(ffogpDk  &  mere  decrease  of  the  power  of  vision  until  it  waa  entirely 
Jk]jft,.  fifter  one  year*8  duration.  She  had  been  treated  by  Dr. 
Mintpn  as  if  the  affection  depended  on  abdominal  disease. 
,AlM>tber  surgeon  had  only  used  local  rain  douches»  which  appeared 
to  be  more  beneficial  to  the  patient  She  had  an  attack  of  measles 
after  the  vomiting  in  1837,  and  from  that  period  the  ophthalmic 
complaint  can  be  traced.  The  eyelid  of  the  affected  eye  is 
tender ;  the  vomiting  has  since  then  reappeared  at  times,  with 
taste  of  blood  and  slightly  tinted  with  it ;  but  these  symptoms 
have  ceased  during  the  last  year.  There  is  nneasiness  and 
palpitation  of  the  heart  at  the  most  trifling  occurrence.  .The 
patient  does  not  sleep  till  after  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  she 
rises  late,  and  is  then  worse.  Her  temper  is  better  the  less  she 
sleeps;  sleep  in  the  afternoon  increases  her  ailments;  all  the 
symptoms  are  increased  if  she  rests  on  her  left  side,  particularly 
the  palpitations  of  the  heart ;  she  cannot  bear  a  warm  bath ;  but 
cold  warming  compresses  on  the  stomach  are  agreeable  ;  the  feet 
are  cold,  although  in  some  measure  better  since  washing  them  in 
cold  water ;  she  likes  to  drink  cold  water  even  when  iced  ;  he? 
catamenia  are  interrupted  since  last  autumn  ;  she  suffers  from 
beat  and  disquietude  during  the  night ;  clammy  perspirations 
ip.  the  afternoons ;  she  has  a  dry  cough,  only  sometimes  with 
expectoration ;  generally  feels  chilly ;  she  cannot  eat  fish,  vege- 
tables, or  milk ;  beer  and  stout,  and  other  so-called  strengthening 
remedies  produce  tlie  same  effects.  She  has  a  difficulty  in  getting 
warm  in  bed,  and  has  a  feeling  as  if  something  were  running 
between  the  skin  and  the  bone  on  the  right  side,  as  if  it  were 
piercing  through  ;  perspiration  during  the  night  after  midnight, 
when  she  is  at  the  worst ;  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  she  feels 
there  is  a  constant  exacerbation.  If  sitting  with  her  legs  down, 
she  has  tearing  pains  in  the  chest  and  stomach,  and  feels  weak 
in  the  arms ;  whilst  walking  she  feels  sooner  tired  in  the  artns 
than  legs ;  now  and  then  formications  in  tlie  whole  body,  which 
are  often  foretold  by  a  sort  of  dragging  in  the  left  eye,  and 
a  trembling  sensation  as  if  frightened ;  smoking  of  tobacco, 
to  which  she  has  been  accustomed,  seems  to  lull  all  her  sufferings ; 
she  has  almost  always  strangury,  with  uneasiness  in  tho  body. 
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The  water  of  Porla  ^  is  the  only  water  she  has  derived  any  benefit 
from,  and  next  to  that,  Marienbad  did  most  good.  Enenata  ti 
ehamomilla  and  millefolium  had  relieved  the  strangury.  In  fiv« 
confinements,  1^  year  between  each,  she  has  suffered  much  from 
strangury.  Has  only  nursed  once.  There  is  a  pain  in  the  back 
(lumbar  region)  where  she  even  fancied  she  was  swollen,  prin- 
cipally on  the  left  side,  from  the  period  of  her  first  being  in  the 
family  way.  The  patient  becomes  pale  during  the  course  of  the 
winter.  Can  take  tea  better  than  coffee.  She  drinks  little,  but 
makes  still  less  urine.  Cannot  take  strawberries  and  new  milk. 
After  eating  has  a  sour  taste  in  the  mouth.  LeucorrhoBa  to 
such  an  extent  that  her  linen  is  quite  stiff,  but  never  before  her 
confinements.  Weakness  in  the  legs  and  all  over  the  body. 
She  was  subject  to  strangury  even  when  a  girl,  owing  to  riding 
great  distances  in  a  carriage.  When  other  ailments  get  better 
she  feels  all  the  worse  in  the  back.  The  father  died  of  stone  in 
the  kidneys,  and  the  patient  resembles  him  in  appearance. 
During  her  visit  to  Forla  she  passed  some  gravel,  and  the 
physician  thought  her  kidneys  affected,  but  no  other  physician 
who  was  afterwards  consulted  was  of  this  opinion.  Nux  vomica 
in  large  quantities  made  her  worse.  The  patient  cannot  pass 
water  in  a  reclining  position,  so  consequently  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  the  use  of  the  catheter,  when  she  is  very  weak 
during  her  confinements.  She  is  worse  during  the  spring  and 
autumn  than  during  summer  and  winter.  The  patient  was 
worse  after  an  intermittent  fever  whilst  in  Upsala ;  she  afterwards 
used  artificial  baths.  There  had  previously  been  sUmy  deposits 
in  the  urine,  but  not  at  present ;  the  water  passes  always  with 
difiBculty.  The  right  arm  drops  benumbed  after  having  been 
moved.  She  used  to  nurse  a  great  deal  when  a  girl.  During 
the  illness  of  her  grandfather  and  grandmother  she  used  to  Uft 
and  attend  them,  &c.     Constipation  of  bowels. 

It  was  not  easy  to  find  a  proper  remedy  for  these  complicated 
symptoms.  I  gave  at  first  opium  Sgtt.  j.  The  following  night 
was  quiet  and  comfortable,  to  the  great  astonishment  and  satis- 
faction of  the  patient  and  her  friends.  Opium  could,  however, 
in  my  opinion  only  rank  as  an  intermediate  remedy.     The  fol- 
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lowing  observation  of  Dr.  Lobethal,  and  which  has  been  of 
great  value  to  me  in  practice,  assisted  me  in  selecting  the 
principal  medicine  ;  it  has,  however,  in  no  case  been  so  entirely 
useful  as  in  the  present :  ''  The  mildest  restorative  for  the 
principal  agencies  of  our  system,  for  an  increased  excitability  of 
lihe  nerves  and  oppressed  irritability,  is  acid,  phoaph.,  to  be 
employed  under  the  following  circumstances,  viz.,  in  cases  of 
continued  want  of  sleep,  mental  anxiety  from  watching  a  sick 
friend  or  relation ;  in  any  distress  of  mind  consequent  on  any 
misfortune,  it  is  a  signal  remedy.  In  cases  of  weakness  and 
irritability,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  excessive  depression,  low 
delusions."*  This  hint  and  a  comparison  oi^  the  symptoms  pointed 
out  phosph,  acidum,  and  I  gave  the  patient  accordingly  of  the 
first  centesimal  dilution.  It  always  produced  sound  sleep,  and 
the  patient  during  one  month  was  so  much  better  that  she  could 
leave  her  room  and  take  a  walk,  was  in  good  spirits  and  ap- 
pearance, and  had  almost  left  off  smoking.  I  used  ignatia 
externally  for  a  spinal  irritation,  as  an  intermediate  remedy,  as 
Dr.  Buchner  recommends. 

After  an  examination  of  the  uterus,  which  was  in  a  normal 
state,  I  found  the  abdominal  walls  beneath  the  navel  to  be  very 
relaxed.  On  lifting  them  up  by  pressure  of  the  hand,  the  patient 
became  more  upright,  but  she  seemed  otherwise  to  be  pulled 
forwards  in  a  stooping  position  by  the  weight  of  the  abdomen  ; 
accordingly  I  ordered  the  stomach  bandage  of  Dr.  Paule,  upon 
the  improved  method  of  Banning,  on  the  appUcation  of  which 
every  pain  in  the  pit  of  the  stoipach  disappeared,  which  invariably 
occurred  before  when  she  tried  to  keep  herself  quite  erect  I  had 
previously  cured  the  formications  on  the  skin  by  infusion  of 
aecale  cornutum,  and  during  the  winter  her  cold  feet,  by  touching 
them  with  ice.  The  relations  of  the  patient  have  also  become 
converts  to  our  doctrine;  thus  I  have  cured  the  husband  of 
a  local  cold  spot  on  the  thigh,  and  the  cold  feet  of  one  of  the 
daughters,  by  quickly  touching  the  parts  affected  with  ice.  For 
this  gentleman,  who  had  swollen  feet  after  a  gastric  fev^r,  which 
had  been  treated  with  purgatives,  I  prescribed  phosphate  fer- 
ricum  5  ,  from  the  chemists,  which  here  also  deserves  the  epithet 

*  From  AUg,  Homctoj^.  Zeitung^  13  V.  No.  2,  1838. 
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of  tonicum,  since  it  curo^  tlie  swollen  feet.  The  patient  bad 
after  the  gastric  fever  a  strong  deaire  to  eat  salt ;  swoUsd  feet 
returned,  as  well  aa  fainting.  I  now  gave  Lim  the  Hahn^> 
maoDian  salt  antidote  (spirit,  nilri  dulcinj,  one  drop  mnming 
and  evening,  and  now  and  then  to  smell  it,  forbidding  him  A 
the  same  time  to  use  any  thing  contaiaing  salt.  The  patient 
after  one  week  expressed  his  entire  aatififaction  with  this  regimen. 
He  is  now  perfectly  well. 

Case  VII. 
Mr.  Lembcrg,  civil  engineer,  a  native  of  Denmark,  middle 
aged  man,  married  in  Sweden,  bas  suffered  during  a  year 
from  intermittent  fever,  with  several  relapses,  and  bad  always 
been  allopatbically  treated  with  Bark  and  Quinine,  in  large 
doses,  partly  when  in  Denmark,  partly  in  England,  and  even 
here ;  consequently  ho  suffers  from  a  blowing  noise  in  the  ears, 
and  still  more  from  a  pain  in  the  stomach,  which,  although  only 
momentary,  is  diminished  by  eating,  but  reappears  soon  after^ 
wards.  With  the  exception  of  smoking  tobacco  to  excess,  it 
appears  that  the  patient  is  of  a  regular  habit  of  living,  and  is  of 
n  strong  constitution.  He  bas  spent  half  a  Swedish  fortune  on 
doctors  and  chemists  without  finding  rebef.  A  relation  of  bis, 
cured  by  homoeopathic  treatment,  brought  him  to  me.  The 
pains  in  the  stomach  occurred  between  12  and  2  A.  H.,  and 
between  C  and  8  in  the  evening,  and  were  intermittent,  whether 
the  patient  had  taken  food  or  not.  The  patient  oonld  not  give  a 
full  description  of  the  nature  of  the  pains.  Their  intermittent 
character  and  cause,  their  alleviation  by  food,  as  well  as  several 
instances  of  pain  in  the  stomach  having  been  cored  by  the 
remedy  which  in  this  case  also  would  act  as  an  antidote  against 
the  excessive  dosing  with  china,  decided  me  upon  employing 
gulph.  acidum.  The  following  symptoms  were  mentioned  to  me, 
viz.,  the  act  of  involuntary  swallowing,  which  always  occurred 
when  the  patient  touched  dry  objects.  At  the  same  time  dryness 
of  the  throat  alleviated  when  the  top  of  the  fingers  were  moist- 
ened. These  symptoms,  which  were  clearly  to  he  referred  to 
something  like  the  effects  of  China  (an  aggravation  hy  touch), 
prompted  me  still  more  to  use  the  antidote  against  this  remedy. 
I  did  not  for  the  moment  remember   other  colleagnes  tbnn 
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l^r/^gid!,'k%^  Bokfiinghdttden,^  who  used  'Ihfei remedy  ai 
an  ADMbi6,  liibt  iit^  pbysidlogiear  aotion  and  themapetriical*  effeofts 
hi  affections'  of  deglutrtion.t  which  here  might  be  aompbred 
with  singultus,  and  which  symptom  had  been  promptly  cured  by 
Dr.  Schneider  in  Fulda,  by  spirit,  aulph,  J  Jacobson,  Duncan,  aiid 
others,  have  observed  that  stomaoh-ache  with  hiccough  are 
produced  by  sulph,  adid ;  I  therefore  prescribed  this  remedy, 
and  as  we  have  good  authority  for  the  use  of  it  both  in  small 
and  large  doses,  I  gave  one  drachm  mixt.  sulphurici  acidi,  ph. 
Bor.,  to  be  taken  one  or  two  drops  daily.  I  also  remembered  the 
cure  of  Dr.  Werber's  case  of  cardialgic  pains  being  obtained  by 
similar  doses.  The  action  of  alcoholic  liquors  and  Quinine  also 
in  some  measure  correspond,  and  spir,  9ulp.  acts  as  an  antidote 
to  both.  The  effect  surpassed  the  expectations  of  the 
patient  still  more  than  myself  He  took  the  first  dosd  22nd  of 
Nov.,  1850,  and  immediate  relief  of  the  stomach-ache  followed. 
The  doses  were  repeated  every  time  the  pains  ceased.  The 
patient  of  his  own  accord  altered  the  doses  to  two  drops  at  a 
time.  After  a  severe  aggravation  with  colic  pains,  partly  caused 
by  the  fault  of  the  diet  (the  patient  having  eaten  pickled  Qorse 
k  la  danoise  with  laurel  leaves  and  onions),  which  occurred  on 
the  4th  day,  and  which  was  relieved  within  a  couple  of  hours  by 
the  employment  of  an  enema  of  luke-warm  water,  the  patient  was 
from  the  5th  day  completely  restored,  and  is  at  this  moment  a 
model  of  strength  and  health.  The  homoeopathic  aggravation, 
in  case  it  was  not  the  result  of  the  fault  in  the  diet,  on  the 
4th  day,  might  have  been  avoided  had  not  the  patient  doubled 
the  dose.  It  is,  however,  possible  that  the  same  good  results 
might  have  followed  from  still  smaller  doses  and  a  higher  diltition. 

Case  VHI. 

I  give  the  following  Case  as  an  instance  of  the  success 
which  I  have  occasionally  met  with  in  stomach*ache  treated 
homoBopathically.  Miss  Sjostedt,  aged  20  (whose  mother 
died  through  bleeding  from  the  womb),  was  treated  without 

»  AUg,  Homcepp.  Zeitui^y  30  B.  No.  22,  page  352. 
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success  allopathically  by  Dr.  Lamke  wiilv  fufiniirtff  bismuth,. 
5  jji  exiracik  €onU^3\]i  extract,  nucia  vom.^j,  eixii  sj/rup  q.  ^,, 
ZDad«  up   into   60  pill%   to   take   3   xnoming    and    ey^pin^. 
She  complained  I  of  stomaQti-acbe>  wluob  abp  felt,  here  efoA 
there  "  flying  about>"  quoting  her  own  words ;  also  for  som^ 
days  leucorrhcea.    The  long  dxawn  expression  of  the  right  si^e 
of  the  face,  in  <^mparison  to  which  the  left  appeiared  xuuc 
broader,  so  that  the  profile  to  the  right  and  left  was  quite  d^- 
fereut,  immediately  attracted  myj, attention.      The  patient  in 
answer  to  my  questions  said. ^he  us€4  to  lie  oi;l  the  left  si4f 
(only  now  and  then?  oq  tboiiCitbeir  side  wbect  the  diseased  side  19 
not  tender).     The  figii|re  was  round;  the  look  of  the  eyes  dull; 
the  complexion  rather  pale.     Tbe  percussion  on  the  right  sub- 
clavicular fossa  was  both,  duller  and  more  resistant  than  the  left 
side ;  sometimes  .the  patient  wits  said  to,  have  had  expectoration 
tinged  with  blood;  she  was  out  of  breath  witl;i  walking.     There 
was  itching  on  the  scalp ;  ahfO  said  that  hea4aches  from  which 
she  used  to  suffer  had  disappeared  since  the  pain  in  the  stomach 
began.     Furgatiye  remedies^  accprding  to  ]ier  account,  had  in 
some  measure  relieved  her,  but  not  the  pills.     On  the  7th  Nov. 
1850,  I  prescribed  oLjecori$  aselH,  (lur,  |  j  ss,  to  be  taken  one 
teaspoonful  at  breakfeust  and  dinner.     On  the  22nd  of  the  same 
month  she  said,  she  was  free  from  stomach-aches  and  the 
whites,  and  felt  quite  another  person ;  only  some  itching  in  the 
scalp  remains,  whether  it  was  in  consequence  of  psora  or  tuber- 
cular diathesis  I  do  not  pretend  to  say.     I  have  somewhere 
seen  in  the  medipal  pcododicals,  that  a  stomach-ache  has  been 
cured  by  cod  liver  ail,  (in  large  doses  however,)  when  other 
remedies  hajeifaii^d.     In  this  case  I  was  directed  by  the  objec- 
tive symptoms  of  the  pulmonary  complaint  to  use  this  remedy 
in  small  quantities,  which  I  have  found  acts  as  a  greater  stimu- 
lant to  the  oppressed  respiration  than  the  large  doses,  which 
sometimes  oppress  it,  and  besides  produce  indigestion  with  or 
without  stomach-ache. 

Case  IX. 

I  have  already  related  how  Mr.  F.  W— — g  was  cured  of  the 
ague,  by  tlie  use  of  Cherwood's  magneto-galvanic  apparatus. 
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batt  it  is  still  more  interesting  to  note  that  by  faniit  galvanic 
aj^lioatioiis  by  die  same  apparatus  I  cured  a  young  lady,  Mias 
F^"  '"y^  aged  7»  of  an  intermittent  fever  which  had  lasted  four 
years  and  ten  months.  As  a  proof  that  the  cure  was  not  acci- 
dental, I  may  n^ention  that  there  was  in  conseqnenoe  expulsion 
ofj' matter  witb  uloerations  at  the  top  of  the  fingers.  Quack- 
ooreSj  allopathic  treatment  with  hark,  as  well  as  the  cold  water- 
cure,  were  previously  used  without  success,  as  well  as  apparently 
half  homoeopathic  remedies,  viz.,  eaiearea,  hepar  sulphur.,  &o.» 
which  only  ameliorated  the  appearance  of  the  patient,  and  dimi- 
idshed  the  volume  of  the  stomach.  Hahnemann  mentions  va 
the  OrgatwH,  ^t  the  intermittent  fev^  has  been  cured  by 
electricity,  but  I  do  not  know  if  any  one  before  me  ever  used 
the  galvanic  form  of  it  in  thia  disease. 

Case  X. 

As  a  supplement  to  what  I  have  said  in  the  British  Journql 
of  Homoeopathy  I  may  mention  that  in  a  case  of  chlorosis, 
iirhere  I^  ferri  acetici  had  failed,  I  witnessed  immediate  relief 
homferrum  metallicum  O,  1  gr.  in  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  water, 
and  one  teaspoonful  three  or  foijir  times  a  day. 

Dr.  Lobetfaal  of  Breslau  says  in  the  Hygea,  neuefolge  (Vol.  I, 
p^  414),  about  the  action  of  oL  myristica  moschata  employed 
externally,  the  following :  "  It  is  remarkable  that  in  all  the  patients 
ii^  whom  I  employed  the  rubbing-in,  I  observed  either  before  or 
aocompanj^ng  the  amelioration  a  very  violent  itching  of  the 
parts  where  it  had  been  rubbed  in,  followed  by  a  small  papular 
eruption^  which  usually  went  off  in  about  a  week,  on  leaving  off 
the  j^bbing-in."  I  have  not  only  verified  this  observation  in 
cases  of  chronic  cough,  but  also  found  that  the  itching  and 
awelling  of  tho  said  eruption  spread  itself  all  over  the  body, 
prodiucing  at  the  same  time  swelling  of  the  eyelids  axid  itching 
of  the  face.  Oummi  ammoniacum  2  and  3  has  been  of  the 
greatest  service  as  an  antidote  in  these  cases. 

Case  XI. 

About  two  years  ago  H.  Georgii  suffered  firom  Laryngismus 
stridulus,  which,  having  been  much  aggravated  by  cold  baths. 
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Wis  aeoompanied  with  intermittent  and  iiregolar  poba.  I  euo* 
oeeded  xepeatedly  in  bringing  the  pobe  to  its  nonaal  8t*ndiid» 
and  also  in  diminishing  the  sawing  mnrmnr  of  the  respiration,  by 
employing  the  Gioap-ointment  reoommen^pd  by  BademaoW 
(Digitalis  extract,  3  j,  ung,  cerm^  ph.  Bor.  |  j.)  In  another 
case  of  a  baby  still  snokling,  who  soffeied  from  a  slow  deTelope*- 
ment  with  uncommonly  large  fontanels,  as  a  result  of  frequent 
confinements  and  lactations  of  the  mother,  and  where  I  had 
preriously  given,  according  to  Dr.  Booker,  ealcarea  phosphariea 
098ea  and  tacch.  iact.  aa.  ^  j,  2  teaspoons  a  day.  It  had  a  fit 
of  pseudo-croup,  which  Dr.  £.  Ekwuizel  and  myself  only 
consideied  to  be  Laryngitis  Catairhalis,  or  Gatarrhus  Laryngis 
sive  Stridulus.  I  en^loyed  twice,  at  diffisrent  periods  and  with 
the  same  good  result,  the  above-mentioned  ointment,  which  was 
indicated  by  the  irregularity  and  intermittence  of  the  pulse. 

I  have  lately,  in  the  following  case  most  similar  to  croup, 
employed  the  same  remedy. 

Case  XII. 

Oustaf  lindskay,  aged  2  years,  whose  mother  is  middle-aged,  his 
father  is  about  60,  and  had  an  iqpoplectic  fit  during  the  last  year« 
which  fras  cured  by  tinct.  cupri  acetici  rademacherii,  one  drop 
in  the  hour.  The  little  boy  is  of  fair  complexion,  and  rather  of 
an  anemic  iqppearanoe,  with  inclination  to  perspire  on  the  head 
while  sleeping ;  feet  cold,  especially  at  bed-time.  On  the  7th  of 
Sept.,  1850,  the  child  fell  into  a  state  of  heavy  sleep,  attended 
by  a  violent  cough.  The  mother  having  witnessed  fatal  cases  of 
croiqp,  anticipated  the  commencement  of  this  disease.  But  as 
soon  as  I  ascertained  that  there  had  been  no  fits  during  the 
nighty  hot  only  daring  the  course  of  the  day  fits  of  a  rattling, 
sawing  cough,  I  thought  the  fears  of  the  moth^  exaggraated. 
I  prescribed  vitwm  stibiatum  3  ji  to  be  taken  one  drop  8  times 
a  day«  The  cough  increased  during  the  following  night,  and 
was  of  a  more  intense  character,  causing  the  child  to  wake  up 
suddenly.  I  was  sent  for,  and  found  on  my  arrival,  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  pulse  violent,  intermittent,  and  sometimes 
weak,  sometimes  increasing  during  coughing.  The  child  kept 
his  arms  behind  the  head,  which  was  bent  backwards.     The 
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bajmrFMiai6tiAendirito  >die4oQdi[bat^dTerr)WBaH&'irBttiiDgtiiaiso 
iBi^t^fl€{nD:ri]arp'^tei4  sMtnig^flkice  the  liBeof  a  odd  ^wanning 
dom|rrGi^  iulft  j?jae8SDiite,l which  ike  anxioilB  mother  had  atpplied 
lMfi)tiBf)my<am(ftlJ  ThedbildiandredbooaisionQlly,  and  there  was 
1^  rattling  Hoke  in  the  larynx;  and  hoarBenesB  when  it  attempted 
torspeak  The  eyes  projected  oat  of  the  head/ when  oonghing 
Aey  appeared  brighter  and  larger ;  the  patient  clasped  the  throat 
with  his  handa^  and  the  sawing  noise  of  the  expiration  proved  an 
increased  tightness  and  difficulty  in  this  act  of  the  respiratory 
orgaos.  Cough  rough  and  chin  protruded,  and  in  the  whole 
physiognomy  of  the  child  there  was  an  expression  of  obstinacy. 
I  have  at  different  times  seen  c^oup  (especially  in  one  case, 
where  bleeding  had  previously  been  employed,  and  where  I  dis- 
tinctly ascertained  the  existence  of  pseudo  membranes  in  the 
trachea  and  larynx),  and  the  present  case  may  be  justly  referred 
to  a  milder  form  of  croup.  I  gave  hepar  calc,  tinct.  1,  a  globule 
every  half  boor,  alternalely  with  one  teaspoonful  of  spongia, 
1  gtt.  vj,  in  a  pint  of  water.  When  the  Digitalis-ointment  arrived 
from  the  chemist,  after  a  good  hour,  I  found  the  pulse  still 
irregular,  although  the  other  symptoms  seemed  not  to  have 
increased.  The  remedy  soon  acted,  and  quietness  followed 
immediately  upon  the  application  of  the  ointment.  During  the 
sleep  which  soon  ensued,  the  irregularity  of  the  pulse  disap- 
peared, in  this  as  in  previous  cases,  and  I  found  the  child  on  the 
following  day  much  better ;  the  cough,  which  was  much  looser 
had  resumed  a  catarrhal  character,  aud  I  felt  myself  justified  in 
letting  the  child  go  out  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  after  which  it 
continued  well.  These  results  appear  striking.  The  old  school 
has  long  since  employed  Digitalis  amongst  other  remedies  in 
croup, *i^  and  Bademacher  (Erfahrungsheillehre)  has  taught  me 
to  employ  it  as  a  local  remedy  in  these  disorders.  The  irregu- 
larity of  the  pulse,  as  one  of  the  most  charaoteristio  of  the 
symptoms  of  Digitalis,  has  always  been  the  principal  indication 
of^  its  use.  On  comparing  the  symptoms  of  this  remedy,  we 
find  also  several  others,  which  prove  its  homoeopathicity  in  croup. 
We  know  also  that  both  the  heart  and  larynx  receive  nerves 

♦  See  Noack  and  Trinks'  Handbuch  der  Horn.  ArzneimitteUehre,  voL  1,  p. 
688. 
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ftom'tfaettameBoaroe;  m;:  the  pneamogiisttioniildrrflKnDMQmi 
atPfOB^  afnAdieiefore  die  inegolarity  of  the  paistfiittlaarospiiaigU 
depend  on  an  irregnlar  innervation  of  die  modbiilar  fiiorefnToS 
the  heart  On  the  other  hand,  the  continued  irritation' oftbd 
heart  itself  will  produce  synochal  ferer.  Aconite  and  di§iiUdi^ 
may  under  such  circumstances  be  employed  in  two  diffepenl? 
kinds  of  croup.  I  do  not  know  that  spongia  and  hepar  piodaoo 
irregularity  of  the  pulse,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  aconite  occasionally 
has  this  effect.  Rademacher  has  besides  clearly  pointed  out  that 
croup,  as  well  as  other  diseases,  may  occur  in  various  forms; 
Although  in  a  majority  of  cases  it  is  preferable  to  individualisst 
the  symptoms,  and  to  employ  an  adequate  remedy,  I  should  not 
consider  myself  justified  in  omitting  a  remedy  from  the  applica-^ 
tion  of  which  I  hare  seen  such  evident  and  prompt  success. 


THE  HOMCEOPATHIC  TREATMENT  OF  CROUP. 

By  Dr.  Von  Viettinghoff. 

(Read  before  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Society^  the  6lh  May^  1851.y 

Although  I  intend  to  confine  my  remarks  to  human  disease,  I 
may  observe  generally,  that  in  the  morbidly  pre-disposed  animal 
organism,  croup,  although  usually  oonsidered  a  local  affection, 
may  affect  the  mucous  membrane  very  extensively,  as  this  whole 
mepibrane  is  liable  to  be  the  seat  of  certain  phlegmasia,  in  con* 
sequence  of  which  the  plastic  matter  is  secreted  and  organised 
in  pellicles  or  in  a  false  membrane  more  or  less  dense  and  firm, 
adhering  to  the  inflamed  mucous  membrane  or  loose;  under' 
which  exudatidns  the  surface  of  the  mucous  m^mbirane  hiiis 
been  always  found  at  the  post  mortem  examination,  to  be  red 
and  smooth,  rarely  granulated,  and  almost  always  without  any 
ulceration,   t  • 

When  this  morbid  secretion  takesr  place  in  the  respiratory 
organs,  and  particularly  in  the  larynx,  the  narrowest  opening 
of  the  respiratory  tube,  there  arise  aphonia,  dyspnoea,  spasmodic 
cough,  and  death  by  suffocation^  if  not  timely  prevented^  closes 
the  scene.     Such  is  the  nature  and  the  mechanism  of  the  for-^- 
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xMidable  obiOTder  called  croup;  Cullen's  definition  of  it  rnns 
thus:  ''Oynanche,  respiratione  diffioili,  inspiratione  strepente, 
voee  ranoa,  tused  clangosa,  tomore  fere  nullo  in  faacibns 
apparente^  deglatidone  parum  difficili,  com  febre  synochia." 

It  was  geneimlly  remarked  that  in  the  earliest  infancy,  children 
are  more  subject  to  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
lining  the  digestive  apparatus  than  the  respiratory,  and  that  croup 
attacks  children  between  the  periods  of  weaning  and  puberty, 
and  mostly  in  the  second  year  of  their  life;  but  to  this  there 
are  certainly  some  exceptions.  It  has  been  said  that  the  croup 
is  epidemic,  and  occurs  chiefly  in  the  spring  and  winter  con- 
jointly with  other  epidemics,  namely,  measles^  scarlatina,  whoop- 
in^coughy  &c.,  with  which  the  croup  is  sometimes  complicated* 
The  pre-dispoeing  cause  of  this  fearful  disorder  is,  it  is  asserted, 
an  inherent  constitutional  taint.  Without  disputing  the  truth  of 
this  assertion,  I  must  say  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  pre- 
disposing cause  to  the  croup,  as  well  as  to  many  other  infantile 
disorders,  besides  this  constitutional  taint,  is  greatly  increased 
by  the  gross  stimulating  properties  of  animal  food,  and  alcoholic 
drinks,  which  nursing  mothers  are  erroneously  advised  to  partake 
of,  in  order  to  increase  the  secretion  of  milk ;  and  by  the  same  kind 
of  food  being  given  to  the  children  when  they  are  weaned  and 
afterwards.  "The  common  cause  of  croup,"  says  Mr.  liston, 
in  his  ^Elements  of  Surgery,  p.  245/  "  is  the  exposure  to  cold 
and  damp,  but  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence  is  attributed  to 
deaatition.  Dentition,"  he  says,  ''induces  a  long  catalogue  of 
ki&ntile  diseases,  and  is  imnwdiately  connected  with  most  cases* 
of  croup."  ''Children/'  be  continues,  "  are  besides  of  peculiarly 
iiri^iable  system,  and  in  them,  disorders  of  the  digestive  orguffl^ 
may  in  laaay  instances  be  considered  a»  at  least  apr&^sposing 
caase,  and  m  aU  cases  it  is  a  constant  attendant  upon  the 
^ease."  To  thki  let  me  add  that  I  bold  prooii  in  my  hands 
that  the  children,  who  were  strictly  prohibited  the  use  of  animal 
food,  have  been  firee  fipom  all  the  disordens  att^idant  upon 
children^  painful  dentition  included. 

The  plastic  secretion  which  is  the  dominant  symptom  of  the 
croup,  may  take  place  in  the  fences  y  sometimes  in  the  pharynx ; 
sometimes  in  the  larynx:  at  other  times  in  the*  trachea,  and 
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oe^MioiiaUy  in  the  bronchia,  but  sometimeft  it  inradbs  fall  of 
tbcise  ioctlilies  simokaneonsly.    In  the  first  case,  wfadn  ira 
aKaHMPQ  the  buocal  cayity,  we  find  the  traces  of  fake  membrana 
first  on  the  tonsils,  then  on  their  neighbouring  parts;  which 
show  themselves  in  yellowish  white,  grayish,  greenish,  or  yellow 
dirly  spots,  which  extending  take  on  a  snety  or  lardaoeons^ 
appearance.    When  the  malady  ocoars  and  ends  its  course  in 
tbfi  pharynx,  without  extending  below  the  epiglottis,  the  child 
il^  jfereri^  complains  or  gives  indications  of  pain  in  the  throafe 
a^d  difficult  deglutition ;  swelling  of  the  glands  of  the  neck  and 
the  neck  itself,  ptyalism,  &c.,  also  take  place;  this  state  con* 
tinues  from  two  to  six  days,  then  an  amendment  comes  on  by 
the  detachment  of  the  false  membrane,  but  when  this  disorder 
extends  to  the  larynx,  then  the  most  alarming  symptoms  of 
croup  ensue^      In  the  croup  beginning  in  the  hrynx,  inq^ecdon 
discloses  nothing  in  the  throaty  but  the  child  is  suddenly  seiasd 
with  hoarseness,  becomes  cross,  its  face  appears  redder  than 
usual  and  sufiused,  its  skin  is  abnormally  hot,  it  complains  of,  or 
shows  by  its  gesticiilations»  symptoms  (tf  pain  in  the  larynx; 
it  raises  its  hand  to  the  neck,  which  appears  puffed  up  and  pain- 
ful to  the  touch,  particularly  below  the  Ir^id  bone.    There  is 
sharp,  vlol^at,  short,  barking,  brassy^  dry  cough,  fcUowed  by  a  dry, 
hissing  sonorous:  inspiration.    If  the  disorder  eonmienced  in  the 
trachea,  there  will  be  change  of  voice  besides  the  symptoms 
above  described.  But  if  the  croup  be  developed  in  the  bronchia,, 
there  w^  be  intense  fever  with  considerable  aceeleraitibn  of  pulse 
and  respiratiott,  besides  the  livid  appearance  of  the  face;  auBonl* 
tation  will  disclose  sub-crepitating  rattle  on  both  sides  of  the 
thorax;  hoarse]iese>  aphonia,  and  croupal  cough,  will  be  dsoi 
present    In.  all  those  cases  the  obstruction  of  the  larynx  con- 
stituting the  dominant  symptom,  it  will  be  easily  understood 
that  the  progress  of  croup  will  be  quicker  and  more  violoit  if 
tibe  disord^  began  in  the  larynx.    The  pathognomonie  signs  of 
croup  gen€ffaUy  appear  at  the  en<t  of  six  or  five  days,  but  some^ 
times  on  the  second,  and  even  on  the  day  in  which  the  perour* 
sory  (catarrhal)  sysMpiboms  began. 

It  is  moslily  in  the  day  time  that  the  paroxysm  of  suffocation' 
takes  plsK^  the  fever  then  is  very  high,  complete  aphonia  and 
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ike in^friglltAiI  dyspnoea  oocnr^  (hecheBt  and  the  nostrilB heave, 
tf^  Ali  the  Avndliary  moscleB  of  respiratioii  are  called  into  play; 
the  'respiration  hecomes  Btertorous  and  threatens  the  child  at 
eterj^  moment  with  suffocation ;  •  daring  these  fits  the  child 
tldtiws  back  its  head  as  if  to  stretch  out  the  trachea,  so  as  to 
allow  a  free  ingrees  of  air;  its  neck  is  swollen,  the  pulse 
becomes  feeble  and  intermittent;  the  eyes  are  sank  in,  and  the 
bddy  is  covered  with  cold  perspiration;  in  the  moment  of  access 
fli0  ehild  sits  up  in  bed  or  jnmpd  out  of  it ;  its  tamefied  livid 
face  expresses  extreme  anxiety ;  the  eyes  roll  from  one  side  to 
another,  or  remain  convulsed  and  fixed  upwards;  at  last,  if  this 
paroxysm  contincres,  the  respiration  gets  slower,  the  little 
patient  concentrates  all  its  available  forces  to  produce  some 
feeble  inspiration;,  the exti*emitiea become  cold,  the  pulse  ceases, 
aofd  asphyxia  tetminatee  its  suffering ;  Death  occamoned  by  the 
onmp  is  exactly  similar  to  death  by  strangulation.  The  post 
mortem  examinations  of  the  children  who  have  died  of  cronp, 
have  shown  traces  of  cerebral  congestion,  or  even  acute  hydro- 
cephalus; these  latter  symptoms  are  a  dangerous  complication 
in  croup,  and  are  characterized  by  a  drowsy  and  comatose  state 
daring  the  intervals  between  the  paroxysms. 

The  croup,  violent  as  it  may  be,  has  almost  always  some 
moments  of  remission  more  or  less  long  and  complete,  yet 
during  those  remi&Rsions,  the  hoarseness,  aphonia,  and  dyspnoea, 
dohtinue  oonsiderable,  and  sometimes  we  see  that  during  the 
cessation  of  the  most  alarming  symptoms,  the  child  gets  sud- 
denly  low,  pale,  pulseless,  with  cold  extremities  and  its  life 
oeae^;  all  these  phenomena  occur  with  extreme  promptitude. 
Bosen  (Maladies  d^s  En/ans,  p.  507)  says,  '^the  child  walked 
across  the  room,  his  mother  took  it  to  put  it  on  her  lap,  it 
e(xpir^  in  her  arms." 

When  in  consequence  of  the  great  efforts  and  violent  fits  of 
cough  the  child  succeeds  in  expectorating  a  certain  quantity  of 
false  membrane,  the  remission  of  alarming  symptoms  is 
remarkable;  but  unhappily  this  is  deceitful,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  in  about  six  hours  another  false  membrane  may  be  formed 
and  replace  the  gected  one,  and  although  tJie  fever  seems 
reduced,  the  respiration  easier,  the  venous  congestion  in  part 
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faydi^rahle  result ;  >  all  at  once  howeyer,  all  the  bad  sympliollit 
return  and  dead^  closes  the  scene.  There  xnay  be  sonie,hi^ppjf : 
returns  to  health  from  an  attack  of  croup  effected  by  the  exffiGr 
toration  of  the  tube  of  false  membrane,  but  even  in  sucb  ^aaon^ 
relapse  must  be  feared  and  guarded  gainst  as  long  as  the  cougb 
and  dyspnoea  prevail  and  the  voice  does  not  regain  its  natural 
tone,  which  with  many  remains  for  a  very  long  time  much 
altered.  As  to  the  aphonia,  this  has  been  known  to  persist  for 
months  together. 

I  will  not  prolong  this  paper  with  the  explanation  of  the  com* 
plications  of  croup  with  other  diseases,  nor  of  the  mechanical 
action  of  the  muscles  in  dyspnoea;  neither  will  I  discuss  thie 
chemical  alterations  that  are  supposed  to  take  place  in  the  blood 
preceding  the  exudation  through  the  walla  of  the  capillary 
vessels;  all  these  subjects  have  been  already  treated  of  elsdf* 
where,  and  are  of  course  familiar  to  us  all;  I  will  enter  at  onca 
into  the  therapeutics  of  croup. 

The  allopathic  means  to  avert  the  danger  of  croup  were  and 
are,  local  and  general  blood-letting  and  the  hot-4)ath  at  the 
outset ;  calomel,  tartar  emetic^  &o.,  in  the  next  stage ;  blisteiSy 
and  as  the  last  resource,  tracheotomy  in  the  last  stage  of  the 
disorder.  The  utility  of  this  last  means,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
has  been  strongly  objected  to  by  the  most  eminent  in  the 
profession,  amongst  whom  we  find  the  late  Mr.  Listen.  Of 
what  real  value  the  allopathic  practice  in  angina  memhranacta 
is  we  all  know  well  enough. 

The  fundamental  law  of  homcBopathy,  simiiia  similibus 
ci/rantur,  has  made  most  dangerous  diseases,  among  which 
those  of  the  respiratory  organs  are  pre-eminent,  amenable  to 
the  salutary  action  of  remedies.  The  homoeopathic  treatment 
oiptieumonia  has  been  already  established,  and  that  of  croup, 
I  hope,  will  be  the  next  to  become  so.  Homoeopathic  literature 
proves,  and  we  know  it  by  our  own  experience  as  well,  that 
this  frightful  malady  may  be  in  most  cases  very  easily  and 
promptly  cured  by  the  homoeopathic  remedies,  and  that  under 
this  treatment  the  mortality  in  croup  has  been  only  one-fifth 
of  that  occurring  in  the  old  school. 
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'  A  ;g[rea€  many  homceopathio  practitioners  have  recommended 
many  different  remedies  to  be  used  in  croup;  but  with  all 
tiiese  means  in  our  hands/ 1  regret  to  observe,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  we  are  still  in  want  of  a  secure  and  systematic  mode  for 
the  suocessfbl  treatment  of  this  appalling  disorder.  Tbd 
recommended  remedies  amount  to  upwards  of  thirty  in  number, 
namely:  acidum  aceticum,  aconiium,  plumbum  aceticum, 
arnica,  ar^enicum,  belladonna,  bromium,  oryonia,  carb,  ligni, 
ekamomilla,  ehina,  etna,  cuprum  sulphurtcum,  drosera,  hepar 
9uL  calc,  hyoscyamus,  iodium,  ipecacuanha,  kali  bichromatum, 
lacheaia,  nianganum  aceticum,  mercurius,  mowhus,  nitri  acid., 
mux  vomica,  phosphorus,  rhus,  sambucus,  spongia,  sumbul, 
and  tartar  emetic.  How  far  all  these  remedies  are  homoeopathic 
to  the  pathognomonic  symptoms  of  ctoup,  everyone  must  find 
out  for  himself,  by  applying  to  our  materia  medica;  as  the 
cases  cited  by  the  authors  are  generally  exti^mely  vague,  and 
the  reasons  for  their  employment  of  remedies  are  &r  from 
being  satisfactory.  Besides  the  employment  of  the  above 
medicines,  we  have  been  advised  to  use  warm  baths  to  the 
opper  extremities,  and  to  apply  leeches  to  the  trachea;  this 
appears  to  mfC  to  show  great  inconsistency,  and  seems  to  be 
homoeopathic  only  according  to  Ihr.  Thomas  Watson  s  notions 
of  the  science. 

Dr.  Teste,  of  Paris,  rejects  all  these  therapeutics,  and 
employs  only  bryonia  and  ipecacuanha  alternately  in  all  forms 
and  degrees  of  croup;  but  he  also  dedined  to  state,  what 
tradition  or  experience  brought  him  to  the  adaption  of  this 
exclusive  combination  in  preference  of  every  ktiown  and  suc- 
cessful specific.  In  my  letter  addressed  toi  the  Editor  of 
The  HomcBopathic  Times,  on  croup,  I  endeavoured  to  come  to 
some  understanding  as  to  what  might  have*  led  Br.  Teste  to 
adopt  this  mode  of  treatment  of  croup,  and  I  must  here  say, 
that  I  consider  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  homoeopathic  prac- 
titioner to  explain,  as  soon  and  as  far  as  possible,  any  new  and 
valuable  discovery  he  has  made  in  this  positive  science, — man 
by  nature  having  been  made  to  be  but  the  receiver  and  the 
distributer  of  impressions  and  ideas  that  he  comes  in  eofntact 
with  to  his  fellow-men. 
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Both  the  allopathic  and  homoBC^pathio  sohods  agi^e  in  this, 
that  angina  memhranacea  is  the  e&ct  of  ixiflamioatiiMse^ 
although  the  therapeutic  method  of  allopathy  is  based  upon 
wrong  principles^  yet  its  followers  are  consistent,  and  striody 
adhere  to  its  tenets.  Homoeopathy  is  the  law  of  nature,  true 
in  its  principle,  and  it  remains  for  its  followers  to  practise 
it  systematically. 

Taking  then^^  inflammation,  that  oomer-stone  of  pathology, 
as  a  proximate  cause  of  croup,  we  necessarily  follow  its  stages. 
We  observe  1st  the  constriction;  2nd.  the  dilatation  and  the 
engorgement ;  and  drd.  the  disgorgement,  or  the  restoration  to 
the  natural  state  of  the  capillary  vessels,  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  the  larynx,  trachea  and  bronchia,  by  the  secretion 
of  the  organizable  lymph,  and  the  formation  of  a  false  mem- 
brane in  croup  as  well  as  in  pneumonia.  It  has  been  already 
satisfactorily  proved  that  aconitum  and  hryonia  are  the  sove- 
reign remedies  in  the  engorgement  of  the  capillary  vessels  in 
pneumonia  ;  why  then  cannot  they  be  as  useful  and  effective  in 
that  stage  of  croup  ?  That  they  are  so,  we  have  besides  our  own 
experience  numerous  authorities  in  i^voor  of  this  view,  amoiBg 
whom  is  Professor  Henderson,  and  a  highly  illustrative  case 
by  Dr.  Gharg6,  of  Marseilles,  recently  published  in  the  Sommo* 
pathic  Times,  No  86 ;  and  should  we  be  called  upon  to  attend 
the  croup  in  that  stage  of  inflammation,  we  should  certainly  be 
always  able  to  quench  it,  and  of  course  to  arrest  the  further 
progress  of  the  disorder  with  these  two  remedies.  In  the  stage 
of  disgorgement  of  the  capillary  vessels,  viz.,  the  secretion 
through  their  walls  of  coagulable  lymph^  recognizable  by  the 
sub-crepitating  rattle,  which  is,  by  the  bye,  a  symptom  of 
bronchitis  Bsxi  pneumofiia,-^h^ar  sui.  caic.  and  spong.  mar, 
iosta,  seem  specific.  In  the  last  stage  of  the  disorder^ 
the  real  croups^  stage,  i,  e,  the  formatijon  of  the  false 
membrane,  we  have  but  one  remedy  to  rely  on,  bromium^  the 
only  one  yet  recognised  to  be  homoeopathic  in  that  stage. 
But  we  must  bear  in  mind,  that  the  secretion  of  the  lymph  and 
the  formation  of  false  membrane,  are  the  natural  processes 
consequent  on  inflammation, — that  all  tbe  stages  of  croup  but 
that  of  constriction  of  the  capillary  vessels  are  simultaneous. 
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?iz.,  that  tbe  secretioB  is  still  going  on  at  the  time  when  the 
fldse  mMnbianes  are  formed,  and  that  the  formation  of  diese 
membranes  wonld  be  impossible  without  secretion ;  and,  con- 
sequently, to  practise  homoeopathy  systematically,  we  most 
never  lose  sight  of  the  locality,  the  character  and  the  stage  of 
the  disorder,  tbe  proper  selection  of  medicine  and  its  application 
being  altogether  dependent  upon  the  skill  of  the  practitioner, 
the  individuality  of  each  case,  and  the  homoeopathicity  of  the 
remedy  chosen ;  this  choice  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  difficult, 
as  we  have  only  as  yet  five  specific  remedies  in  croup,  namely, 
aconitum,  hromiumy  bryonia^  hepar  suL  calc,  and  spongia^ 
to  which  number  we  may  add  ipecacuanha^  as  suggested  by 
Dr.  Teste,  and  on  account  of  its  epecifity  in  the  spasmodic 
cough,  in  the  gangrenous  state  of  croup,  and  its  capability  of 
exciting  several  abnormal  secretions  from  the  mucous  follicles, 
salivary  glands,  capillary  vessels,  and  producing  aphths,  and 
false  membranes  in  coryza,  &c.  The  pathogenesy  of  the  above 
six  remedies,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  sufficient ;  and  had  the 
provings  of  our  remedies  been  made  with  auscultatory  observa- 
tions they  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  prove  equal  to  every 
exigency  in  the  treatment  of  croup  without  complications.  My 
own  experience  in  croup  has  not  been  extensive,  but  I  beg 
leave  to  select  some  few  cases  for  illustration. 

Case  I. 

Jan.  4,  1843,  8  A.M. — Alfred  B.,  aged  3  years,  had  been  ill  one 
week  with  cold  in  the  head,  sneezing  and  cough ;  he  then  became 
hoarse,  had  violent  spasmodic  dry  cough.  The  night  before  I  saw 
him  he  was  seized  with  suffocation  and  frightful  convulsions,  grasped 
his  neck  with  the  hands,  got  up  twice  in  bed ;  and  after  that  time 
remained  drowsy,  but  continually  tossing  about.  I  found  him  in  a 
fit  of  dry,  short,  brassy  cough,  followed  by  sonorous  inspirations ; 
his  face  and  neck  were  swollen  and  painful  to  the  touch ;  there  were 
panting  respiration,  complete  aphonia,  burning  heat  of  the  head, 
throbbing  at  the  temples,  convulsed  eyes ;  skin  hot  and  dry,  pulse 
140,  full  and  hard.  From  the  drowsy  comatose  state,  convidsed  eyes^ 
dilated  pupils,  suppressed  evacuations,  I  concluded  that  my  patient 
was  seized  with  croup,  and  was  threatened  with  acute  hydrocephalus. 

Pi\  aeon,  3  x,  gtt.  6,    bry,  3  x,  gtt.  6,  each  in  Jiij  coch.  min. 

10  q.q.  min. 
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Four  p.  X. — Sweiling  of  the  face  and  the  aeck  were  abated ; 
head  and  akin  ooder,  and  aofter  pulse,  100 ;  alvine  evacuationa^  and 
urine  passed ;  he  could  put  out  his  tongue,  which  was  bright  red 
and  coyered  with  a  few  yellowish  spots ;  dyspncea,  aphonia  and  dry 
brassy  cough  persisted;  on  auscultation  the  subcrepitating  rattle 
was  found  on  both  sides  of  the  thorax  behind. 
Pr. — Cont.  hry.  and  h^,  2  gr.  ii  each,  jii  aq.  coch.  min.  1*  q.  q.  h.  alter. 

5th,  8  A,  M. — The  child  had  only  two  short  fits  of  cough,  with 
thick  yellow  expectoration;  it  had  another  motion  at  6  ▲.  m., 
answered  questions,  and  did  not  complain  of  any  pain,  but  there 
were  still  dyspnoea  and  rattle ;  pulse  90. 

Cont.  the  same  medicines,  a  dose  6    q.  q.  h. 

6th,  8  P.  M. — Aphonia,  d3r8pnaea  and  rattle  gone ;  trifling  loose 
cough  remained ;  he  asked  for  some  foody  which  was  allowed ;  he 
looked  lively  and  comfortable.     The  same  prescrip.  1 2  q.  q.  h. 

7th. — Reported  quite  well,  and  continued  so. 

Case  IT. 

Jan.  16,  1843,  6  p.m. — ^Peter  A.,  aged  19  months.  The  child, 
I  was  told,  had  just  got  over  the  measles,  and  seemed  doing  well ; 
but  three  days  before  I  saw  him  he  got  cold  in  the  head,  had  sore 
throat,  difficult  deglutition;  he  sneezed  and  coughed  occasionally 
till  the  evening  before  I  was  called  in, — ^when  he  suddenly  lost  his 
voice,  began  to  breathe  heavily,  and  coughed  often  by  fits  with 
catching ;  he  was  very  restless  the  night  before  I  saw  him,  in  the 
morning  his  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing  increased;  between 
the  fits  of  coughing  he  fell  exhausted,  breathless,  and  remained 
drowsy ;  he  was  constipated,  and  passed  no  urine  for  the  last  two 
days;  there  was  an  enlargement  in  the  glands  of  the  neck.  His 
appearance  and  all  the  symptoms  were  characteristic  of  croup  in- 
vading the  buccal  cavity  and  the  larynx.  His  skin  was  dry ;  pulse 
120,  hard  and  full.  The  pathognomonic  symptoms  and  the  recent 
occurrence  of  measles  in  the  patient  induced  me  to  prescribe  : 
Aeon,  n.  3,  gtt.  vi,  hn/,  3,  gtt.  vj,  aquae  §iii  each,  coch.  min.y4q.q.  h, 

1 7th,  8  A.  M. — The  child  was  extremely  restless  the  whole  night, 
and  had  much  cough  till  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  fell 
asleep — I  found  and  left  him  so.  He  breathed  freely ;  he  had  an 
alvine  evacuation  and  passed  urine  in  the  evening ;  his  pulse  was 
100;  his  skin  was  warm  and  moist;  on  his  face  and  the  forearms 
there  were  observed  bright,  reddish,  scattered,  square,  and  semi- 
lunar spots,  rather  elevated.     Cont.  the  same — 2'  q.  q.  h. 
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18th,  9  A,  M. — The  child  slept  almost  the  whole  day  and  night, 
and  appeared  easy ;  scarcely  any  dyspncea  or  cough ;  the  ^ands  of 
the  neck  less  swollen ;  his  voice  improved,  and  he  spoke  a  little, 
although  not  very  intelligihly ;  an  eruption  like  measles  appeared  on 
his  throat,  chest,  epigastrium,  arms  and  legs. 

Cont.  the  same— 6'  q.  q.  h. 

1 9th,  9  ▲.  M. — The  child  was  rather  agitated  and  hecame  thirsty 
last  night;  had  five  very  fetid  relaxed  motions,  the  character  of 
which  I  could  not  ascertain;  they  were  preceded  with  colic  and 
followed  by  exhaustion;  in  other  respects  he  was  improving;  his 
very  fetid  breath  induced  me  to  examine  his  mouth,  and  I  found  in 
the  posterior  and  the  middle  part  of  buccal  cavity  several  small 
greyish  bottomed  ulcerations,  similar  to  commencing  gangrene. 
Pr. — Ipec,  3,  x  gtt.  vj,  aq.,  Jiii,  cap.  cochl.  med.  1.  q.  q.  h. 

20th,  8  A.  M. — The  child  slept  better;  bowels  were  quieter; 
mouth  rather  cleaner ;  no  cough ;  no  dyspnoea ;  no  difficulty  of  deglu- 
tition ;    the  swelling  of  the  glands  disappeared. 

Cont.  the  same— one  dose  6  q.  q.  h. 

21st,  8  P.M. — The  mouth  was  almost  well,  and  eruption  dying 
away ;  in  fact,  the  child  was  better  on  the  whole. 

Cont.  the  same — 12*  q.  q.  h. 

23rd. — Continued  well ;  eruption  almost  gone. 

Pr.^Sulph,  2  gl.  30  dU.  2*  q.  q.  d. 

30th. — The  child  was  reported  and  continued  quite  well.  I  saw 
him  six  months  afterwards. 

Case  III. 

26th  July,  1843,  8  p.  m. — Elizabeth  McG.,  aged  2  years,  had 
scarlatina  a  month  ago;  the  eruption  had  appeared  on  her  face, 
chest,  neck,  abdomen,  upper  and  lower  extremities.  This  was  on 
the  26th  June ;  the  efflorescence  remained  out  on  her  for  two  days, 
and  then  suddenly  disappeared ;  since  that  time  the  child  was  very 
feverish,  lost  her  appetite,  and  had  restless  nights.  For  this  she 
had  several  bottles  of  some  kind  of  draughts  and  some  white  pow- 
ders, which  made  her  worse.  I  found  her  in  bed,  with  red  suffused 
face,  injected  eyes,  enlarged  glands  of  the  neck;  the  neck  swollen 
and  painful  to  the  touch,  violent,  spasmodic,  dry,  brassy  cough,  and 
all  the  remainder  of  the  symptoms  of  croup  ensued  in  the  trachea  and 
bronchia.  Her  eyes  were  convulsed;  her  pupils  dilated;  her  skin 
was  dry  and  burning  hot ;  the  pulse  1 40 ;  constipation  and  ischuria. 
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tXaying  in  yiew  the  repercnsded  scarlatina  and  the  symptoms   of 
cerebral  irritation,  I  prescribed— 

Bell.  3,  gtt.  vj,  hry,  3,  gtt.  vj,  each  aq.  Jiii,  coch.  med.  1 , 

q.  q.  h.  alter. 
27th,  8  A.  M. — The  pulse  was  120,  convulsions  ceased,  the  glands 
were  reduced  in  size;   constipation,  ischuria,  cough  and  dyspnoea 
persisted.  Cont.  the  same. 

9  p.  M. — Felt  somewhat  better ;  passed  water ;    the  cough  and 
dyspnoea  persisted,  but  less  predominantly;    there  were   sonorous 
inspirations  and  rattle  in  the  left  bronchia ;  pulse  as  before. 
Bry,  3,  gtt.  yj,  Jiep,  s,  cale.  2,  gran.  6,  aq.  Jyj  each, 
cap.  coch.  med.  2*  q.  q.  h. 
28th,  9  A.  M. — The  child  slept  better  last  night,  and  perspired 
freely;   cough  and  dpspnoea  were  lessened;    subcrepitating  rattle 
was  found  on  both  sides  of  the  chest.         Cont.  the  same — 4*  q.  q.  h. 
29th,    8    A.  M. — Much  improvement ;    the  cough   and   dyspnoea 
almost  gone  ;  there  remained  some  rattle  on  the  right  side ;  her  skin 
was  hot  and  itching. 

Hep,  as  before,  spong,  mar,  tosta  2,  gr.  6,  aq.  Jv),  cap. 

coch.  med.  12*q.  q.  h. 
30th. — The  child  was  reported  much  better.  Cont.  the  same. 

Aug.  2nd. — Reported  quite  well. 

Case  IV. 

18th  Jan.  1848,  9  p.m. — Mary  Ann  B.,  aged  two  years  and  eight 
months.  This  child  was  born  in  May,  1845,  of  a  mother  who  was 
treated  homoaopathically  during  pregnancy,  and  who  was  perfectly 
healthy.  In  Sept.  1847  she  was  vaccinated  by  an  allopathic  surgeon ; 
a  few  weeks  after  it  this  child  began  to  show  some  signs  of  consti- 
tutional disorder,  deficiency  of  muscular  energy,  difficulty  in  articu- 
lating, her  appetite  became  capricious,  she  was  feverish^  languid, 
peevish,  cross,  had  restless  nights,  and  alternate  constipation  and 
relaxation  with  vomitings  ;  she  became  emaciated,  had  flabby,  hanging, 
yellowish,  dirty  skin,  and  on  the  whole  the  appearance  of  an  aged 
person.  On  the  Ist  of  November  1847  she  had  an  attack  oi phlegmo- 
nous erysipelas^  with  hram  fster  charaeterised  by  coma  and  delirium, 
and  of  all  of  these  she  got  well  at  the  end  of  November,  under  the 
action  of  belladonna,  hryonia,  and  rhtM  3.  On  the  15th  of  December 
the  child  was  brought  to  me  covered  with  serous  pustules,  with 
coppery  violet  areola  on  the  face,  and  deep  syphilitic  ulceration  on  her 
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arms  and  legs ;  in  the  buccal  cavity  I  found  on  the  tonsils  seTeral 
small  ulcerations  of  the  same  kind.  I  prescribed  kreosotum  3,  gtt. 
1 2th  dil.  in  a  tea-spoonful  of  water,  to  be  given  every  morning,  and  the 
mercurius  vivus  the  same  dose  and  dilution  to  be  given  every  evening 
for  a  week.  At  the  end  of  three  months  the  child  appeared  much 
better,  the  pustules  and  ulcerations  were  healing.  On  the  18th  of 
January  1848,  9  p.  m.,  I  was  suddenly  sent  for  to  visit  the  child,  and 
found  it  labouring  under  a  frightful  seizure  of  croup,  whose  symptoms 
were  the  formation  of  a  false  membrane  from  the  buccal  cavity,  ex- 
tending downwards  to  the  bronchia,  with  fits  of  suffocation  and 
cerebral  congestion.     Pulse  130,  full  and  hard. 

Pr. — Aeon,  3  x  gtt.  vj,  brom,  3  gtt,  vj,  Aq.  J  iii  each.  Cap.  Coch. 

min.  lO^q.  q.  m. 

19th,  A.  M. — Slight  remission  of  dyspnoea  and  the  cough ;  there  was 
crepitating  rattle  on  the  left  side;  the  cerebral  symptoms  and  the 
pulse  much  the  same.  Continue  the  same.  2  f.m.,  no  change  but 
in  the  rattle,  which  was  heard  on  both  sides.  Continue  the  same. 
8  p.  M.  She  has  coughed  up  some  fragments  of  false  membrane ; 
cerebral  symptoms  persisted,  and  the  pulse  was  as  before. 

Pr. — Bn/.  3  x,  gtt.  yj ;  Hep,  sul,  2  gr.  yj,  Aq.  J  iii  each ;  Coch. 

Min.  %  q.  q.  h. 

20th,  8  A.  M. — Had  a  better  night,  coughed  only  three  times,  and 
expectorated  more  of  the  membrane  ;  the  dyspncBa  was  less,  sub-cre- 
pitating  rattle  continued  on  both  sides,  and  there  was  found  on 
percussion  dulness  at  the  bottom  of  the  right  lung.  She  passed 
water,  and  had  a  hard,  dark  fetid  motion. 

I  prescribed  as  before,  one  dose  1  q.  q.  h. 

21st,  9  A.M. — Had  a  still  better  night  and  perspired;  had  only 
two  fits  of  coughing,  and  expectorated  a  yellow  thick  mucus  stained 
with  blood ;  the  crepitating  sibilant  mucous  rattle  was  heard  on  both 
ddes  of  the  chest  and  in  the  middle;  dulness  was  less.  Pulse  100, 
soft  and  full. 

Continue  the  same,  4'  q.  q.  h. 

22nd,  10  A. M. — Passed  a  restless  night,  had  no  cough;  there 
remained  very  little  rattle,  the  dulness  from  the  bottom  of  the  lung 
was  removed  ;  but  she  was  drowsy,  delirious,  constipated  and  thirsty. 
Pulse  120,  small  and  hard. 

Ft.— Bell,  3  x,  gtt.  yj,  bry.  3,  gtt.  yj,  Aq.  §  iii  each  ;  Coch. 

Mid.  2'q.q.  h. 

23d,  9  A.  M. — Better  on  the  whole ;  no  cough,  no  dyspnoea,  no 
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rattle,  no  coma,  no  delirium.     At  6  o'clock  that  morning  she  brought 
up  fragments  of  false  membrane.     Pulse  90,  full  and  soft. 

Continue  the  same,  4  •  q.  q.  h. 

24th,  9  A.  M. — Better  still ;  the  same  medicine,  6  q.  q.  h. 

25th. — The  same  report,  the  same  prescription :  one  dose  12  q.  q.  h. 

26th. — The  child  was  imprudently  exposed  to  a  draught  of  air 
and  was  seized  by  a  yiolent  spasmodic  cough ;  she  was  much  relaxed, 
her  face  and  head  were  burning  hot ;  the  eyes  injected ;  there  was 
photophobia  and  much  sneezing.     Pulse  120,  full  and  hard. 
Pr. — Aeon,  6,  gtt.  i,  ipec,  3  gtt.  j,  Aq.  §  ij,each  Coch  Med.  4*  q.  q.  h. 

27th. — Much  about  the  same,  but  the  relaxation  better,  and  the 
pulse,  which  was  100,  full  and  soft. 
Pr. — Ipec,  3,  gtt.  1,  m«r.  viv.  6  grs.  Aq.  Jii,  each,  Coch.  Med.  6  q.  q.  h. 

28th. — Better  altogether. 

Pr. — Mer,  viv, '%  iii  m,  kreos  "/,  iii  n. 

31  St. — The  patient  was  reported  to  be  doing  well  and  remained  so ; 
but  now  she  is  under  my  care  again  for  dysecoea  and  cutaneous 
eruptions. 

Case  V. 

6th  December  1849,  11a.  m. — Augustus  T.,  aged  1  year  6  months, 
a  stout  and  full-looking  boy,  with  large  head,  fontaneUes  still  open, 
was  the  night  before  my  visit  suddenly  seized  with  dry  spasmodic 
cough,  dyspnoea,  fits  of  sujBTocation,  and  aphonia.  I  found  him  in  the 
arms  of  his  mother,  with  livid  swollen  ^e,  enlarged  glands,  neck 
swollen  and  extremely  painful  to  the  touch ;  his  head  was  burning 
hot,  there  was  throbbing  at  the  temples,  his  eyes  were  injected,  he 
looked  anxious ;  the  fever  was  intense,  his  skin  burning  hot,  the 
pulse  140,  full  and  hard.  There  were  fits  of  coughing,  followed  by 
hissing  inspirations  and  sub-crepitating  rattle  on  both  sides ;  he  was 
drowsy  and  comatose  between  the  paroxysms ;  the  hissing  sonorous 
inspiration  showed  that  a  false  membrane  was  formed  and  firm  in  the 
trachea  and  larynx,  but  the  violent  dyspnoea,  with  cerebral  congestion, 
the  intense  fever  with  acceleration  of  pulse,  and  the  sub-crepitating 
rattle  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  attack,  indicated  that  the  croup 
was  primarily  developed  in  the  bronchia. 

Pr. — Aeon,  n,  8  gtt.  6,  brom.  3  x  gtt.  yj,  Aq.  g  iii  each ;  Cap. 

Coch.  Min.  y*  q.  q.  h. 

10,  P.M.,  there  was  sudden  remission  of  all  the  symptoms.  Pulse 
120,   full   and   soft.      No  more   sonorous   but  rattling  inspirationi 
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dyspnoea  and  aphonia  were  less,  face,  neck,  and  the  glands  reduced 

in  size. 

C!ontinue  the  same,  1  q.  q.  h. 

7th,  9  A.  M.^'The  child  coughed  much  at  night,  and  had  expecto- 
rated  many  fragments  of  false  memhrane,  mixed  with  thick  yellowish 
phlegm  and  some  hlood  ;  he  fell  asleep  at  6  o'clock  that  morning,  his 
pulse  was  100,  he  prespired  and  seemed  comfortable ;  no  dyspnoea, 
hut  some  rattle  during  inspirations. 

Pr. — Hep,  std,  col.  2  x  grs.  yj,  Aq.  5  iii,  Coch.  Med.  6    q.  q.  h. 

8th,  9  A.M. — I  found  my  little  patient  sitting  up  in  bed,  lively  and 

playing  with  his  dolls ;  expiration  and  inspiration  were  normal ;  he 

had  comfortable  motions,  slept  well  last  night,  and  asked  for  some 

food — allowed. 

Continue  the  same  ;   12  *  q.  q.  h. 

9th,  9  p.  M. — Reported  quite  well,  and  remained  so. 


THE  CURATIVE  ACTION  OF  VARIOLINE.* 

By  Surgeon  Schnappauf,  of  Dresden. 

In  the  winter  of  1840-41,  a  rather  severe  epidemic  of  small-pox 
raged  in  Dresden,  in  whioh  the  two  different  forma  of  8mall-pox« 
the  true  small-pox  (variola)  and  the  spurious  small-pox,  (variola 
yaooinatorum)  appeared,  and  had  a  very  virulent  course.  All  the 
remedies  then  known  were  without  effect  in  moderating  the  vio- 
lent fever,  especially  in  the  stage  of  suppuration,  or  in  reducing 
the  inflammation  and  swelling,  and  even  under  homoeopathic 
treatment  it  frequently  ended  in  death. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  1841,  I  saw  an  article  in  the 
Berliner  Zefitralzeiiung  copied  from  a  south  Russian  paper, 
containing  an  account  of  a  small-pox  epidemic  which  had  broken 
out  in  a  regiment  destined  for  the  Caucasus,  and  had  made  great 
havoc  in  the  ranks.  One  or  severed  of  the  physicians,  if  I 
remember  right  they  were  Germans,  from  what  cause  I  know 
not,  resolved  to  try  if  the  virulence  of  the  disease  might  not  be 
lessened  by  the  inward  administration  of  the  variolous  matter, 
and  their  trial  was  crowned  with  the  greatest  sucqess.    The  same 

*  From  the  Horn.  Vierteyahrechrift,  Vol.  ii. 
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day  that  I  had  seen  this  paper,  I  was  called  in  by  Dr.  Trinks^ 
to  visit  a  lady  who  was  very  ill  of  small-pox.  It  was  the  seventh 
day  of  the  disease,  the  fever  was  violent;  frequent  deliriam, 
sleeplessness,  fearful  burning  pain  of  the  whole  skin,  swelling 
of  the  face,  so  that  the  eyes  could  not  be  opened;  also  of  the 
neck  and  the  upper  extremities.  The  prescribed  remedies  did  not 
seem  of  the  least  use  in  rendering  the  patient's  condition  more 
endurable,  and  appeared  barely  to  ward  off  death. 

This  being  the  case,  I  was  tempted  to  make  a  trial  of  the 
Varioline,  and  after  much  trouble,  succeeded  in  obtaining  some 
lymph  taken  from  natural  small-pox,  through  the  goodness  of  an 
army  surgeon  in  a  neighbouring  garrison.  I  took  it  from  an  under 
officer  in  the  garrison.  Opening  a  group  of  pustules  on  one  of  the 
extremities,  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  clear  watery  lymph,  which 
I  drew  off  and  mixed  in  a  glass  of  aqua,  distill,  pretty  nearly  in 
the  proportion  of  the  first  dilution;  after  it  was  well  skdien 
together,  I  added  some  drops  of  alcohol  to  prevent  it  becoming 
putrid:  of  this  preparation  I  administered  two  drops  every 
two  hours  on  Sacch.  laot.  The  effects  were  quite  wonderful^ 
insomuch  that  after  the  third  dose,  the  greatest  part  of  the 
painful  and  unendurable  symptoms  were  abated^  and  the  patient 
fell  into  a  tranquil  sleep  which  lasted  several  hours.  The  most 
surprising  effect  however,  was  the  appearance  of  the  pocks 
themselves ;  on  the  parts  which  were  least  exposed  to  the  air, 
and  where,  as  is  always  the  case,  the  pocks  had  come  out  later 
than  on  the  trunk  and  lower  extremities,  the  pocks  instead 
of  having  increased  in  size,  were  fallen  in  and  shrunken  like 
withered  fruit;  those  that  were  still  in  the  stage  of  lymph,  did 
not  go  on  to  suppuration  at  all,  but  dried  up  very  soon.  The 
remaining  symptoms,  such  as  the  stretching  and  burning  pain 
of  the  skin,  the  swelling  and  fever  abated  so  rapidly,  that  the 
patient  was  relieved  of  most  of  her  distressing  symptoms  in  about 
sixteen  hours.  Unfortunatdy  it  was  not  possible  for  me  in  pur- 
suing my  profession  as  surgeon  to  make  further  trials  of  the 
varioline  during  this  epidemic. 

In  the  course  of  last  winter  a  violent  epidemic  of  small-pox 
broke  out  again  iu  Dresden,  and  carried  off  many  victims  of  all 
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ages.  In  the  middle  of  February  I  met  with  a  case  of  natural 
amall-pox  in  a  child  of  two  years  old.  On  the  eighth  day 
I  was  able  to  obtain  from  it  clear  lymph.  I  gave  the  child  at 
once  two  drops  of  a  preparation  similar  to  the  above  on  five 
gr.  Sacchar.  lact,  repeating  the  dose  every  two  hours,  and 
the  same  results  followed  in  the  natural  small-pox  as  I  found 
before  in  the  varioloid.  After  two  doses  the  child  was  easier, 
and  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  such  as  fever,  swelling,  red- 
ness, and  stretching  of  the  skin,  had  for  the  most  part  disap- 
peared in  eighteen  hours,  during  which  time  the  child  had  slept 
quietly  for  some  hours.  The  stage  of  suppuration,  except  at  the 
most  a  few  single  pocks,  was  entirely  cut  short,  while  the  lymph 
merely  became  turbid,  and  did  not  properly  speaking  pass  into 
suppuration. 

On  the  eleventh  day  nearly  all  the  scabs  had  fallen  o£P,  and 
there  remained  merely  a  few  scarcely  visible  cicatrices  (because 
the  suppuration  was  interrupted  by  the  action  of  the  remedy, 
and  thus  the  loss  of  substance  was  small). 

I  have  treated  upwards  of  twenty  cases  of  every  age,  both  of 
natural  small-pox  and  varioloid  with  the  varioline,  and  in  no  one 
instance  have  I  found  it  to  ftdl  in  producing  its  quick  and  remark- 
able e£fects.  That  the  action  of  the  varioline  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  as  above  stated,  and  that  it  is  the  surest  means  of  causing 
every  description  of  small-pox  to  run  the  safest  and  mildest 
course  is  also  shewn  by  the  fact,  that  before  vaccination  was  dis- 
oovered  by  Jenner,  it  was  the  custom  in  China  and  India,  to 
stuiF  the  nose  of  the  sick  person  with  cotton  steeped  in  the 
small-pox  matter,  and  thereby  render  the  course  of  the  disease 
milder. 

I  received,  however,  the  most  convincing  proof  of  it  through 
a  child  of  two  years  old,  ill  of  natural  small-pox,  to  whom  I 
adminstered  the  varioline  on  the  third  day ;  on  the  7th  I  took 
some  matter  from  the  pustules,  which  I  administered  afterwards 
in  another  case  of  small-pox ;  this,  however,  had  no  effect 
whatever,  shewing  clearly  that  the  virulent  action  of  the 
small-pox  contagious  matter  was  neutralized  by  the  inward  use 
of  the  varioline.  Hence  it  follows  that  it  is  only  matter  taken 
from  natural  small -pox,  which  has  been  undisturbed  in  its 
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course,  that  can  have  the  effe<$t,  when  given  hrtemally,  ctf 
rendering  the  pox  symptome  milder  and  less  dangerous  in 
every  respect. 

Postscript  by  Dr.  Trinks  op  Dresden. 

I  can  confirm  the  fieusts  related  in  these  observations  of 
Surgeon  Schnappauf.  In  the  winter  of  1848-9  there  raged 
here  the  most  wide-spread  epidemic  of  smaU-pox  that  I  ever 
remember.  People  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  died  of  it ;  it 
seized  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  alike  with  the  same  inten* 
3ity;  the  eruption  was  preceded  by  violent  affections  of  the 
brain  and  spinal  marrow,  which  disappeared  when  it  came  out. 
Belladonna  and  Bryonia  were  of  great  service  in  that  stage. 
In  the  septic  state  which  frequently  followed  on  that,  Arsenic 
was,  as  usual,  of  much  benefit.  Against  the  salivation.  Opium 
was  administered  with  great  success.  Thuja  had  no  effect 
whatever,  either  against  the  eruption  or  any  of  the  accompany- 
ing symptoms,  although  Bonninghausen  has  seen  such  great 
results  from  it.  Also  Tart.  stib.  remained  entirely  without 
influence.  In  short,  all  the  homoeopathic  remedies  were  of  no 
avail,  either  in  altering  the  natural  course  of  this  exanthema)  or 
when  fully  formed,  rendering  it  milder  in  any  way :  they  had 
merely  power  to  avert  the  violent  seizure  of  the  poison  on  the 
brain  and  spinal  marrow,  or,  as  was  the  case  with  Arsenic,  to  place 
bounds  to  the  incipient  septic  state.  On  the  other  hand,  the  vario- 
line  plainly  exercised  an  alterative,  shortening,  and  curative  power 
on  the  exanthema  itself — a  fact  which  must  forcibly  urge  us  to 
further  trials  of  it.  I  was  glad  to  dee  that  my  rtopected  friend 
Bummel  declares  (in  OxeAllg,  Homoeop,  Zeitung,  28,  No.  18) 
that  vaccinine  was  of  great  use  in  all  cases  of  small-pox. 
Varioline  and  vaccinine  are,  however,  probably  merely  modifica- 
tions of  one  and  the  same  original  poison,  viz.,  the  human 
small-pox,  and  differ  from  each  other  only  in  power.  The  cow- 
pox,  at  all  events,  is  derived  from  the  human  small-pox,  and  was 
transferred  from  the  human  race  to  the  animal. 

Both  the  facts  here  laid  before  us  earnestly  call  upon  us  to 
devote  our  attention  again  to  the  so-called  isopathic  remedies, 
and  in  a  more  serious  manner  than  formerly  to  try  them  again 
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in  such  diseases  as  are  hitherto  treated  without  success  hy  the 
hom(£opathic  remedies  already  known. 

I  have  already,  in  a  former  essay  in  the  Hygea,  called 
attention  to  Hydrophobine,  as  being  most  probably  the  radical 
curative  means  for  hydrophobia.  Bummel  also  thinks  that 
Hydrophobine  is  more  likely  to  prove  specific  for  canine  mad- 
ness than  Bellad.,  Stram.  and  Hyoscyamus;  the  powers  of 
which,  as  well  as  those  of  Canthar.  and  Meloe  majalis,  I  am 
also  inclined  to  think  problematical.  Experiments  with  Hy- 
drophobine might  be  made  beforehand  on  animals  of  every 
species  in  which  the  bite  of  the  mad  dog  is  followed  by  real 
hydrophobia. 


MANCHESTER   HOMOEOPATHIO    HOSPITAL  AND 

DISPENSARY. 

In  a  former  number  we  stated  that  from  time  to  time  we  should 
devote  a  few  pages  to  a  detail  of  any  cases  of  interest,  or  of  a 
decidedly  acute  character,  treated  at  this  hospital.  A  few  days 
since  we  received  from  our  correspondent  in  Manchester,  an 
account  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  institu- 
tion, which  was  held  at  the  Board  Room  in  Bloom  Street,  on 
the  6th  of  June.  It  was  at  first  intended,  that  the  meeting 
should  be  in  the  Town  Hall,  but  the  Committee,  on  considering 
that  a  very  great  number  of  the  most  influential  supporters  of 
homoeopathy  were  out  of  town,  decided  that  it  would  be  better 
for  this  caus^  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  for  this  year  in  an 
unassuming  manner.  The  number  of  respectable  and  intelli- 
gent people,  however,  who  came  to  the  meeting,  almost  caused 
the  Committee  to  regret  their  cautious  procedure,  as  the  room 
was  inconveniently  crowded,  and  many  ladies  who  were  anxious 
to  hear  the  report  read  could  not  get  admittance,  and  the 
interest  taken  in  homoeopathy  in  Manchester  was  fiiUy  testified 
by  the  fact,  that  all  the  newspapers  were  severally  represented 
by  reporters  on  the  occasion. 

The   financial  statement  showed  a  deficiency  of  £  250,  but 
the  Committee  have  no  fear  of  being  speedily  in  a  position  to 
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liquidate  this  amount  of  debt,  but  even  hope  to  have  at  the 
Dext  annual  meeting  a  surplus  of  cash  in  band..  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  out-patients  who  are,  if  able,  expected  to 
subscribe  a  sliilling  a  month  to  the  funds  have  contributed  no 
less  than  £  250  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

The  preliminary  remarks  to  the  medical  portion  of  the  report 
read  were  very  brief,  the  medical  officers  contenting  themselves 
with  drawing  the  attention  of  the  subscribers  to  the  figures  and 
tables  as  showing  what  had  been  done,  but  energetically  urging 
upon  them,  in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  which  we  threw  out 
in  a  former  number,  the  propriety  of  not  only  diminishing  but 
abolishing  all  charges  to  in-patients,  who  were  not  in  a  position 
to  pay;  as  in  many  cases  which  might  have  been  cured  by 
homoeopathic  treatment,  the  patients  had  been  compelled  to 
leave  the  house,  whilst  others  had  been  refused  admission 
although  half  the  beds  were  vacant.  This  portion  of  the 
report  concluded  with  a  very  modest  request,  that  at  least  six 
out  of  the  thirty-five  beds  should  be  free,  and  devoted  entirely 
to  acute  diseases  of  the  chest  and  bowels. 

The  number  of  out-patients  admitted  during  the  last  year 
was  3436.  The  average  weekly  number  prescribed  for  was  424, 
or  a  fraction  above  seventy  per  diem.  The  number  of  visits 
paid  to  patients  at  their  own  homes  1727.  The  number  of 
distinctly  ascertained  cures  was  631 ;  a  large  number  when  we 
reflect  on  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  out-patients  of  a  dispen- 
sary to  report  the  issue  of  their  cases. 

The  tabular  portion  of  the  report  has  not  yet  been  printed, 
but  our  correspondent  promises  us  a  copy  as*  soon  as  it  is 
published,  and  we  may,  perhaps,  in  our  next  oall  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  it. 

After  the  reading  of  the  report  the  meeting  was  addressed  by 
the  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  B.  Johnson,  who  may  be  said  to  be  the 
father  of  the  dispensary,  as  it  was.  by  his  fostering  care  and 
judicious  liberality  that  it  began  to  rise  into  importance;  and 
by  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Smith,  Bircball,  Littler,  Owyther,  and 
B.  Fletcher,  all  of  whom  bore  witness  to  the  good  which 
homoeopathy  had  done  in  their  respective  districts  and  parishes 
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in  general,  and  detailed  cases  of  much  interest  which  had  fallen 
under  their  immediate  notice. 

In  addition  the  resolutions  were  ably  moved  or  supported  by 
those  tried  friends  of  homoeopathy,  Messrs.  Thompson,  Dixon, 
Brydon  and  Robinson,  who  have  for  years  devoted  much  of 
their  time  to  the  cause  in  Manchester.  Our  correspondent 
regrets  that  Mr.  Adshead,  who  has  for  two  years  laboured  most 
assiduously  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  should  have  been 
unable  to  be  present  on  an  occasion  which  would  have  shown 
him  that  his  labours  for  homoeopathy  had  not  been  in  vain. 

Since  our  last,  amongst  the  cases  treated  at  the  hospitcd  we 
give  the  following. 

Case  I. — Paraplegia, 

John  Ward,  set  35,  admitted  on  the  11th  March,  1851,  of  san- 
guine temperament,  robust,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  very  healthy 
person  previous  to  hb  present  illness.  He  states  that  about  three 
weeks  since,  he  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  inner  side  of  the  right 
leg  from  a  piece  of  iron,  and  from  that  time  has  had  a  sensation  of 
numbness  in  the  leg  extending  to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and 
accompanied  with  paralytic  weakness  of  the  injured  limb,  which  is 
very  evident  on  his  attempting  to  walk,  as  he  drags  the  limb  hesita- 
tingly and  with  marked  difficulty.  He  has  undergone  no  treatment. 
Bowels  confined,  appetite  good.    Arnica  B.* 

Arnica  lotion  to  the  injured  limb. 

March  16th. — The  injured  leg  is  better,  but  the  left  one  is  painful 
especially  in  the  tibia,  and  there  is  some  difficulty  in  passing  the 
mine.  Conium  3,  Rhus  3,  every  four  hours  alternately. 

19th. — Constipation,  inflation  of  the  abdomen  with  hardness,  and 
to  the  patient  sense  of  numbness. 

Nux  vomica  B,  Plumbum  3,  every  four  hours  alternately. 

23rd. — The  symptoms  continue :  there  is  complete  paralysis  of  the 

lower  limbs  (the  hospital  book  does  not  mention  the  state  of  the 

bowels),  retention  of  mine  demanding  the  catheter  night  and  morning, 

vomiting  of  food — pain  on  spiartly  tapping  the  sacro-lumbar  region. 

Bell.  B,  Merc.  Sol.  1 ,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

Friction  to  the  spine  and  spongio-piline  tepid. 

26th, — Tongue  clean,  appetite  good,  no  vomiting.  When  the 
spine  is  rubbed  on  Uie  lumbo-sacral  region,  there  is  experienced 

•  The  letters  A  and  B  signify  the  1st  and  3rd  dils.  of  the  decimal  scale.  [Ed9.] 
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shooting  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  slight  twitching 
of  the  lower  extremities.     The  bladder  continues  without  power. 

Nuxv,  1,  every  three  hours. 

27th. — Increase  of  sensation  amounting  to  pain  in  the  right  leg  and 
thigh.      Continue. 

29th. — He  has  passed  a  small  quantity  of  urine  naturally.  Volun- 
tary motion  is  slightly  perceived  in  the  right  leg.     Continue. 

April  2nd. — He  can  move  the  right  leg  quite  freely,  the  left  con- 
tinues nearly  the  same.      Nux  v.  3. 

3rd. — ^Passes  urine  now  without  the  catheter,  and  he  can  move  the 
left  leg  though  with  difficulty.      Continue. 

6th. — Much  improved,  he  can  walk  a  little,  and  passes  urine  freely. 

Continue. 

12th. — He  continued  to  improve,  and  was  discharged  to-day  quite 
ciured. 

Case  H. — Paraplegia, 

John  Sherry,  set  30,  a  tailor,  admitted  on  the  12th  of  May,  states 
that  he  has  been  ill  eighteen  months,  is  of  dissipated  habits,  and  that 
the  cause  of  his  complaint  was  lying  out  for  the  whole  of  a  wet  night 
on  the  ground  when  at  Paris,  whilst  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  The 
attack  commenced  a  few  days  afterwards  with  pains  in  the  knees, 
followed  by  loss  of  power  in  the  lower  extremities.  He  has  been 
under  the  best  allopathic  treatment,  but  has  received  no  benefit.  He 
now  complains  of  weakness  and  numbness  across  the  loins,  extending 
down  the  legs,  accompanied  with  sensations  of  tingling  and  twitching. 
With  the  assistance  of  a  couple  of  sticks  he  can  walk,  but  it  is  with 
difficulty,  and  when  he  attempts  to  do  so  without  them,  he  staggers  and 
has  to  cling  to  the  nearest  object  for  support.  He  can  retain  his 
urine  but  a  very  short  time.  There  is  no  spinal  tenderness;  the 
bowels  confined.     Nux  vomica  3. 

14th. — Rhus.  3. 

16th. — Nux  vomica  3,  and  wet  compress  to  the  loins. 

1 9  th. — Improving. 

June  11th — He  walks  without  his  sticks,  and  can  retain  his  urine 
for  seven  or  eight  hours  without  difficulty.  He  is  stUl  under  treat- 
ment. 

Case  III. — Pleuro-pneumonia. 

James  Lenahan,  set  45,  admitted  April  9th,  1851,  states  that  his 
illness  commenced  a  fortnight  since  with  rigors,  darting  pain  in  the 
riglit  breast,  hurried  breathing,  and  dry  cough.     Present  symptoms 
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tre — Bevere  stabbing  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  increased  on 
inspiration  or  coughing;  cough  short  and  dry;  respirations  32 ;  pulse 
112;  headache;  white  tongue;  bowels  confined;  aching  pains  in  the 
fimbs;  considerable  heat;  dry  surface. 

On  examination  there  are  found  very  extensive  duhiess  of  the  pos- 
terior and  lateral  portions  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest;  absence  of 
respiratory  murmur;  bronchial  respiration  and  broncophony.  He  lies 
on  the  back  and  cannot  lie  on  the  left  side. 

Aeon.  B,  Phos.  B,  every  two  hours  alternately. 

Vetpere, — Feels  and  breathes  better ;  pain  nearly  the  same ;  skin 
moist.     Omit  the  Aeon. 

Bry.  B,  Phos.  B,  every  three  hours  alternately. 

10th. — Less  pain;  can  take  a  much  deeper  inspiration;  respira- 
tion 24;  pulse  96,  soft.    Continue. 

12th. — The  pain  is  entirely  gone;  the  cough  is  very  slight,  and 
there  is  no  expectoration;  dulness  on  percussion  same. 

This  case  went  on  gradually  improving,  the  dulness  slowly  dis- 
appearing until  the  7th  of  May,  when  he  was  discharged  convalescent, 
the  hepatized  lung  having  nearly  resumed  its  normal  functions. 

The  medicines  used  in  addition  to  the  Aeon.,  Bry.  and  Phos.,  were 
T.  Sulph.  0,  Mercurius  Solub.  3,  and  Arsenicum  6. 

Case  IV. — Pluro-pnewnonia. 

John  Jones,  set  15,  strumous  habit,  admitted  May  1st,  1851,  with 
the  following  symptoms :  acute  pain  extending  from  the  sternum  to  the 
shoulder  and  lower  ribs  of  the  right  side  ;  extensive  dulness  of  the 
tame  side  with  complete  absence  of  respiratory  murmur  below  the 
manuna;  short  dry  cough;  skin  hot  and  dry;  countenance  sunken 
and  anxious;  much  thirst;  tongue  white;  pulse  144. 

Aeon.  B,  Bry.  B. 

2nd. — Pain  less  severe ;   some  moisture  of  skin ;  pulse  1 20. 

Continue. 

3rd. — Cough  less  distressing,  with  scanty  mucous  expectoration; 
tongue  cleaning;  pulse  108.     Continue. 

5th. — ^Improving.     Pulse  96;  cough  very  teasing  in  the  night. 

Phos.  B,  Hyos.  1. 

8th. — Cough  much  better;  tongue  nearly  clean;  is  craving  for 
food ;  pulse  84 ;  dulness  very  considerable.      T.  Sulph.  0. 

15th — Cough  again  troublesome;  some  pleurodynia  of  the  left 
«de ;  right  lung  clearer.     Arnica  1 ,  Phos.  3. 
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19tli. — Discharged  convalescent,  and  since  then  with  T.  Sulph.  0 
and  China  1 ,  has  heen  restored  to  his  usual  health. 

Case  V. — Pneumonia, 

May  18th,  1841,  J.  H.,  et  27,  an  unmarried  woman,  two  days 
ago  had  a  severe  shivering,  after  which  she  became  very  feverish,  with 
pain  and  oppression  in  the  chest,  which  became  gradually  worse 
until  this  morning,  when  she  was  first  seen. 

Her  present  symptoms  are— hurried  respiration;  sense  of  great 
weight  on  the  chest;  dull  heavy  pain  in  th^  right  side;  anxious 
countenance;  short  dry  cough;  pulse  160;  skin  hot  and  dry;  mine 
scanty  and  high  coloured;  headache;  on  examination  the  chest 
sounds  dull  over  the  right  side,  especially  the  lower  half,  with  absence 
of  respiratory  sound ;  a  little  higher  there  is  dry  crepitating  rattle 
audible  over  the  anterior  and  posterior  surfaces. 

Phos.  B,  Bell.  B,  every  hour  alternately,  with  occasional  doses  of 
Aconite  B,  interposed  when  most  feverish. 

19th,  10  A.  H.  ~«  Has  passed  a  bad  night ;  cough  constant ; 
dyspnoea  unrelieved.  Expectorates  a  little  dark  brown  heavy  tena- 
cious mucus.     Respirations  60 ;  pulse  1 60. 

Phos.  B,  Tart.  1,  every  hour  alternately. 

Nine  p.  m. — Expectoration  more  of  a  dark  bloody  hue  in  large 
heavy  pieces ;  dyspncea  very  great ;  lips  quite  blue,  also  blueness 
of  the  nails,  of  the  hands  and  feet ;  pulse  rapid  and  feeble ;  cough 
not  so  constant ;  restless  and  tossing  about. 

Arsenicum  B,  Tartarus  1. 

20th. — Much  less  appearance  of  congestion;  cough  with  free 
expectoration;  loud  mucous  rattle  at  upper  part  of  chest;  less 
dulness  in  the  lower  lobe  of  right  lung.     Continue. 

Nine  p.  m. — Rather  worse ;  cough  troublesome,  with  less  expecto- 
ration; dyspnoea  more  lurgent;  the  feverish  symptoms  are  less 
marked.     Lachesis  6,  Bryonia  B,  every  hour  alternately. 

21st. — Better ;  she  slept  a  little  for  the  first  time  since  the  attack ; 
pulse  120;  cough  not  so  troublesome.     Tart,  1,  Bry.  B. 

Eight  p.  M. — Has  had  a  better  day ;  some  throbbing,  frontal  head- 
ache. 

To  have  one  drop  of  Tincture  of  Belladonna  B,  and  to 
continue  afterwards  with  the  Bry.  and  Tart. 

22nd. — Sputa  free  from  any  bloody  tinge ;  breathing  much  better ; 
pulse  110;  no  pain  in  right  side  of  chest,  and  it  sounds  clearer  on 
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percussion;  bowels  have  not  been  moved  for  some  days,  and  she 
has  abdominal  pain  and  distention. 

One  tea-spoonful  of  Ol.  Ricini ; 
Arsenicum  B,  Ipecac.  A,  every  two  hours  alternately. 
23rd. — Bowels  moved  once,  and  she  feels  much  more  comfortable ; 
debility.     Cont.  med. ;  to  have  weak  beef  tea. 

25th. — Much  better  in  every  way ;  wishes  to  sit  up,  and  desires 
meat ;  pulse  98 ;  chest  clear  on  percussion.     Sulph.  B,  Ars.  B. 

26th. — From  this  time  she  improved  rapidly,  and  was  able  to  sit 
up  each  day  for  several  hours ;  appetite  good ;  no  cough ;  and  much 
stronger  than  could  have  been  expected  when  last  seen  on  the 
4th  of  June. 

Cask  VI. —  Variola, 

Kate  Buckley,  age  15  years.  Visited  on  the  8th  of  May.  Found 
a  thick  crop  of  pustules  on  her  face  becoming  confluent,  as  yet 
without  much  swelling,  not  yet  developed  on  tnmk  and  lower 
extremities.  Pulse  96 ;  tongue  very  foul.  Learned  that  she  had 
been  vaccinated,  and  that  this  was  the  sixth  day  since  she  showed 
signs  of  indisposition.     Had  been  ordered  from  the  dispensary — 

(Sulph.  6) ;  now  Bell.  3,  Merc.  3,  every  second  hour  alternately. 

May  9th. — Eruption  fully  developed — an  immense  confluent  crop 
on  the  face  and  arms ;  features  swollen ;  eyelids  closed ;  sore  throat ; 
headache ;  thirst ;  bowels  confined ;  pulse  1 20.     Continue. 

This  treatment  was  continued  till  the  16th,  the  case  progressing 
favourably.     To  promote  desquamation  I  gave  Sulph  6. 

She  is  now  quite  well. 

Case  VII. 

Her  sister,  Alice  Buckley.  9  years  old,  caught  the  disease  from 
her,  but  it  proved  of  a  mild  type,  and  was  treated  by — 

Aeon.  1,  Sulph.  6. 

Case  VIII. 

John  McDeritt,  1 1  years,  had  the  disease  at  the  same  time  in  an 
intermediate  form.     He  had  not  been  vaccinated.     Treated  by — 

Aeon.  B,  Merc.  3. 

Case  IK,— Hepatitis, 

Sarah  Whetton,  54  years.  Found  her  very  ill  on  the  10th  of  May. 
Suffering  from  sub.acute  hepatitis  —  with  low  fever  and  much 
debility ;  acute  pain  in  right  hypochondriura,  darting  to  the  shoulder 
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and  increased  by  pressure  below  the  ribs  ;  dry  cough ;  skin  slightly 
jaundiced ;  headache ;  white  tongue ;  pulse  96.  Stated  that  she  h  ad 
been  a  week  ill,  and  treated  according  to  the  old  system  without  the 
slightest  benefit.     Bryonia  B. 

14th. — Lateral  pain  much  relieved,  but  complains  much  of  debility, 
vertigo  and  sleeplessness.     Bell.  8,  Merc.  8. 

17th. — Much  better;  has  sat  up  for  a  little. 

1  Nux  V.  8  ;     2  Nux  v.  6. 

2 1  St. — Convalescent. 

Case  X. — Scarlatina, 

Mary  Shawcross,  aged  4  years,  an  out-patient  of  the  Bloom  Street 
dispensary,  was  taken  ill  on  the  night  of  the  21st  of  May  last.  On 
being  brought  to  this  institution  next  day,  she  was  found  to  be 
extremely  hot  and  feverish. 

Aconitum  and  ChamomiUa  were  prescribed. 

She  was  visited  at  her  home  on  the  24th,  and  4)resented  the 
following  symptoms :  head  internally  hot ;  cheeks  flushed ;  eyes 
sufiused  and  watery ;  tongue  thickly  coated  behind,  and  studded 
with  numerous  red  papiUse  anteriorly;  tonsils  much  enlarged  both 
internally  and  externally;  skin  hot  and  dry  and  covered  with  a 
dusky-red  rash,  which  had  first  appeared  on  the  day  before ;  bowels 
confined ;  pulse  1 44.     Bell.  8,  Merc.  8. 

May  26th. — Going  on  favourably.     Continue. 

29th. — Found  her  much  improved.  The  rash  has  faded ;  swelling 
of  tonsils  diminishing  ;  tongue  cleaning ;  pulse  120.     Continue. 

June  2nd. — Her  mother  brought  her  to  the  dispensary  to  announce 
her  convalescence. 
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Cases    by  Dr.   Black. 

Case  I. — Entero-colitis, 
Remedies :  Aeon,  Merc,  Canth,  Ars.^  especially  Cupr,  ac,  and  Loch. 

H.  Y.,  set.  8,  of  a  strumous  habit,  and  subject  to  disorder  of  the 
digestive  organs,  was  on  Oct.  9,  1849,  suffering  from  a  dull  pain 
midway  between  the  umbilicus  and  pubes,  and  tenderness  on  pressure ; 
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great  dislike  to  motion;  tongue  furred;  pulse  100.  This  disorder 
was  attributed  to  slight  imprudence  in  diet,  and  in  two  days  dis- 
appeared.    Mercurius  6  was  given. 

Oct.  12,  11  A.M. — He  was  seized  this  morning  with  sickness,  and 
Tomited  a  dark  yellow  bitter  fluid.  He  now  complains  of  violent 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  especially  round  and  under  the  umbilicus  ;  the 
abdominal  parietes  are  tense,  and  tender  to  the  touch  ;  he  lies  on  his 
back ;  no  action  of  the  bowels  for  36  hours,  urine  high  coloured, 
scanty.  Pulse  110,  small;  countenance  anxious.  Bell.  3,  gtt.  iii, 
Aq.  5  iv,  Sum.  5  ss.  2  da.  q.  q.  h.,  alternated  with  Aeon.  3.  Hot 
fomentations,  and  tepid  water  enema. 

3  p.  M. — Pain  much  increased,  the  child  screaming  with  agony  ; 
anxious  expression;  the  face,  head,  and  hands  bedewed  with  cold 
perspiration ;  decubitus  dorsal,  with  the  legs  drawn  up ;  abdomen 
tense  and  hot ;  unable  to  bear  the  least  pressure ;  no  action  of 
bowels;  no  urine  passed;  tongue  furred  in  the  centre,  bright  red 
round  the  edges.  Pulse  1 20,  small  and  wiry.  Coloc.  6,  1 2,  Aq.  §  iv. 
Sum.  I  88.  y,  h.  Continue  hot  fomentations.  Passed  an  elastic 
tube  8  inches  into  the  bowel,  and  administered  through  this  a  castor 
oil  enema. 

7  P.  M. — Pain  slightly  abated  after  4  o'clock,  but  has  now  returned 
as  before ;  respiration  hurried ;  unable  to  draw  a  full  breath ;  the 
cold  perspirations  have  ceased,  and  the  skin  is  now  very  hot ;  urine 
scanty,  high  colomred,  and  muddy  when  cool.  The  enema  came  away 
at  5  o'clock,  merely  coloured  with  feculent  matter.  Merc.  Cor.  3, 
gtt.  iii,  Aq.  J  iii.  Sum.  J  ss.  Yj  h.,  and  as  soon  as  there  is  relief, 
every  hoiur. 

1 0  P.  M. — Pain  much  abated  ;  less  tenderness  ;  abdomen  tym- 
panitic ;  urine  more  copious.  Pulse  110,  fuller ;  no  action  of  bowels. 
A  tea-spoonful  of  castor  oil  was  given,  and  was  as  speedily  rejected. 

Cont.  Merc.  Cor.  2  da.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  13. — Slept  a  little;  feels  much  easier,  no  severe  pain,  less 
tenderness,  able  to  lie  on  his  side  ;  urine  more  copious  ;  no  action  of 
bowels. 

Pulse  100.     Cont.  Merc.  Cor.  3ta.  q.  q.  h.     Rice  water. 

Oct.  14. — ^Passed  a  better  night ;  bowels  moved  twice,  thin  yeUow 
motions.  Towards  the  afternoon  a  slight  increase  of  the  pain, 
together  with  heat  of  skin.  Aeon,  alternately  with  tlie  Merc.  Cor. 
By  the  evening  the  fever  and  pain  increased,  as  also  the  tenderness. 

Bry.  3,  gtt.  iii,  5  iii,  Sum.  5  ss.  om.  h. 
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Oct.  15. — After  a  few  doses  the  paina  were  much  relieved;  he 
then  slept  well.  Pulse  92  ;  good  strength ;  tongue  bright  red  at  tip 
and  edges,  yellow  fur  in  the  centre ;  tturst ;  no  pain,  but  slight 
tenderness  under  the  umbilicus  ;  abdomen  tympanitic  ;  urine  natural. 
Ars.  6,  gtt.  ii,  Aq.  J  iii,  Sum.  J  ss.  4  ta.  q.  q.  h.  Milk  and  water,  with 
a  little  bread. 

Oct.  16. — The  taking  food  eicited  diarrhcea.     Pulse  100. 
Cont.  Are.     Rice  wat«r. 

Oct  17. — Great  flatulence;  slight  tenderness;  four  liquid  motions  ; 
pulse  100  ;  great  weakness. 

Carbo  v.  6,  12,  Aq.  I  iii.  Sum.  ;  ss.  3  (a.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.   18. — Diarrhooea  increases,  the    motions  less   feculent,   and 

Phoa.  3,  gtt.  iii,  Aq.  J  iv.  Sum.  J  ss.  2  da.  q.  q.  h.  Gum  water. 

Oct.  19. — Has  passed  a  restless  night;  decubitus  dorsal,  the  pain 

and  tenderness  as  on  the  1 2th ;    slight  mucous  evacuations,  with 

tenesmus,  and  excoriation  of  the  anus  ;  pulse  130,  small  and  wiry. 

Merc.  Sol.  3,  gr.  ss.  om.  h.  with  Aeon,  at  the  half  hours ;  hot 

fomentations. 

1  p.  M.— No  relief.     Coloc.     Hot  bath. 

6  F.  M. — The  pain  is  no  better,  and  with  the  tenesmus  there  is 
violent  strangury.  Enemata  of  barley  water.  Cantb.  3,  gtt.  iv, 
Aq.  I  iv,  Sum.  i  ss.  %  h.— 2  da.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  20,  6  A.  M, — No  relief:  the  child  is  in  dreadful  agony ;  kept 
in  a  hot  bath  till  nearly  fainting ;  no  relief.  Motions  scanty,  ajid 
slimy.  He  is  so  weak  and  the  pain  so  severe  that  he  cannot  cry. 
Pul^  1 30,  feeble  ;  great  thirst.  Cupr.  Ac.  i,  gr.  1 ,  Aq.  5  iii,  a  des- 
sert-spoonful to  be  taken  from  every  20  minutes  to  every  bour: 
Roon  aller  the  first  dose  relief  was  experienced,  and  the  pain  di- 
minished after  every  dose. 

9  r.  M.. — He  is  much  easier.     Cont.  Cupr.  Ac. 

Oct.  21. — Slept  for  six  hours;  pulse  100,  stronger;  skin  cool; 
hardly  any  pain,  but  still  considerable  tenderness  in  the  itio-c<Ecal 
region;  three  liquid  yellow  motions,  without  tenesmus;  urine  copious 
and  clear.      Cont.  Cupr.  Ac.  4ta.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  22. — No  pwn,  but  tenderness  and  feeling  of  fulness  on  ex- 
amination over  the  right  iliac  re^on  through  to  the  lumbar  ;  motions 
offensive,  but  more  feculent.  Cont.  Cup.  Ac.  6  ta.  q,  q.  h.  Rice 
water ;  milk  thickened  with  baked  flour. 

Oct.  23. — Slept  well ;  no  pain,  hut  stiU  tenderness  as  before  ; 
three  liquid  motions;  pulBe  100.     Cont.  Cupr,  Ac. 
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Oct.  24. — Sacch.  lact. 

Oct.  25. — Still  much  tenderness  on  pressing  the  iliac  and  psoas 
regions  together  ;  pulse  100  ;  urine  scanty  and  muddy. 

Lach.  6,  gtt.  ii,  Aq.  5  iii,  Sum.  5  ss.  4  ta.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  26, — Has  passed  a  good  night ;  tenderness  nearly  gone  ;  one 
healthy  and  nearly  consistent  motion  ;  tongue  cleaning,  hut  still  red 
at  the  edges  ;  pulse  92  ;  skin  cool.     Cont.  Lach.  8  va.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  27. — No  tenderness  on  pressure  ;  complains  of  hunger ; 
pulse  90.     Chicken  broth.     Cont.  Lach.  nocte. 

Oct.  30. — No  tenderness,  appetite  good,  bowels  a  little  costive, 
motions  pale  like  chalk.     Dig.  3,  gtt.  I,  8  va.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  3 1 . — The  patient  has  been  taken  out  an  airing  ;  he  steadily 
continued  to  gain  strength  ;  an  occasional  dose  of  Hepar  and  Digi- 
talis were  given  to  correct  the  state  of  his  motions,  which  had  a 
tendency  to  be  costive  and  pale. 

Since  this  attack  he  has  enjoyed  better  general  health  than  he  did 
previously. 

Remarks, — This  case  commenced  as  an  attack  of  mild  follicular 
enteritis,  but  very  soon  took  on  a  more  severe  character,  showing 
itself  as  acute  entero-colitis.  I  was  disappointed  that  such  medicines 
as  Aeon.,  Bell.,  Merc,  &c.,  generally  so  useful,  were  here  of  so  little 
9er^'ice.  The  relief  was  verj'  marked  after  the  administration  of 
Cupr.  Ac. :  the  indications  for  its  use  were  the  inflammation,  the 
attendant  agonising  pain,  and  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  patient. 
I  was  also  led  to  employ  it  fix}m  its  efficacy  in  a  very  severe  case  of 
infantile  remittent  attendant  on  follicular  enteritis  :  the  patient  was  a 
boy  three  years  old ;  he  was  treated  four  days  with  Calomel  and 
Rhubarb,  and  then  placed  under  my  care ;  various  remedies  were 
tried  for  eight  days  without  relief.  Owing  to  the  irritable  condition 
of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  it  was  impossible  to  give  food,  and  the 
exhaustion  attendant  on  this,  together  with  the  inflammation,  excited 
such  a  marked  series  of  cerebral  symptoms,  as  have  been  described  by 
Dr.  Marshal  Hall  under  the  name  of  Hydrencephaloid.  The  child 
appeared  to  be  d)ring:  the  cerebral  condition,  in  addition  to  the 
intestinal,  indicated  Cupr.  Ac. ;  it  was  given,  and  the  results  were 
very  speedy  and  happy  :  the  child  recovered  rapidly.  I  have  lately 
seen  it  beneficial  in  a  severe  case  of  gastro-enteritis,  where  I  was 
consulted  by  Mr.  Gillow.  The  patient,  a  delicate  lady,  suffering 
from  uterine  disease,  and  still  more  from  allopathic  over-drugging, 
was  in  a  very  exhausted  state,  the  tongue  like  raw  beef,  vomiting, 
purging,  and  colic  on  the  least  food  being  taken,  even  water ;  great 
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tenderness  of  the  abdomen ;  pulse  weak  and  quick.  Various 
remedies  well  indicated  were  first  tried,  but  no  benefit  followed  until 
Cupr.  Ac.  was  administered:  it  relieved  the  acuteness  of  the  dis- 
order, so  that  food  could  be  given.  The  patient  died  some  months 
afterwards  of  phthisis. 

In  Hydrencephaloid  disorders  I  know  of  no  more  valuable  remedy 
than  Cupr.  Ac.  See  also  Dr.  Schmid's  remarks,  {Br,  J.  of  Horn,  I.) 
Lachesis  I  have  often  found  useful  in  sub-acute  and  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines. 

Case  II. — Acute  Pleurisy  with  copious  effusion  causing  dis- 
placement of  tlie  liearty  occurring  along  with  tubercles. 

Remedies  :  Acm.,  Bry,,  Ars,^  Sul,^  Kali  carb. 

A.  B.,  tet  25,  a  servant  maid,  strumous  diathesis,  thin  habit,  pale 
aspect,  has  for  some  time  been  liable  to  cough.  In  the  winter  of 
1 849  I  treated  her  for  a  severe  attack  of  bronchitis,  which  yielded 
soon  to  Ars.  and  Tart.  E. :  she  then  went  down  to  Devonshire,  as 
tubercular  disease  was  suspected,  but  in  August  was  able  to  resume 
her  place  in  Clifton. 

30th  Sept.,  1849. — She  has  been  complaining  of  being  unwell, 
oppression  at  the  chest,  dyspnoea,  pain  in  the  left;  side  on  moving  and 
coughing:  these  symptoms  increased  up  to  this  date,  when  she  was 
first  prescribed  for  by  Mr.  Gillow,  who  kindly  saw  her  during  my 
absence,  till  Oct  1. 

Bry.  3,  gtt.  i,  2da.  q.  q.  h.,  alternated  with  Aconite. 
Oct.  I. — Has  been  delirious  during  the  night,  and  force  required 
to  keep  her  in  bed ;  she  is  now  composed ;  pulse  1 00  (it  was  110  on 
the  30th)  small  and  hard ;   face  flushed,  and  anxious  expression  i 
tongue  coated  dark  brown;    lips  cracked;    bowels   costive;    urine 
high   coloured,   scanty  ;    has   not    menstruated    for    five    months ; 
breathing  easier;    no  pain  in  the  chest,   but  violent  pains   in  the 
Hmbs,  especially  at  night ;  decubitus  dorsal,  unable  to  lie  on  either 
side;  respirations  32,  principally  abdominal;  hardly  any  movement 
of  left  side ;  complete  dulness  on  percussion  over  the  whole  of  peft 
lung,  anteriorly  as  high  as  the  clavicle,  posteriorly  to  the  supra- 
scapular region;  no  sounds  audible;  the  heart  beats  violently,  con- 
siderably  to  the  right  of  the  sternum.     Continue  Bry. 

Vesp, — Respirations  easier,  32;  pulse   120,  very  weak;   tongue 
coated  with  a  dark  line  down  the  centre;  face  cadaverous  looking; 
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is  very  weak  and  depressed ;  urine  scanty :  no  action  of  the  bowels. 
Ars.  6,  gtt.  iv,  aq.  5iv,  Sum.  Jes,  3ta.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  2. — No  delirium,  but  has  not  slept ;  less  pain  in  the  limbs ; 
urine  scanty,  high  coloured ;  bowels  moved  by  water  enema ;  tongue 
clearer  and  less  dark  in  the  centre;  pulse  100,  rather  fuller;  no 
pain  in  the  chest ;  decubitus  dorsal ;  respirations  28 ;  fisunt  bronchial 
respiration  under  the  left  clavicle  and  left  supra-scapular  region; 
other  signs  as  before,  but  the  heart  is  felt  to  beat  still  more  to  the 
right  of  the  sternum,  and  its  sounds  are  most  distinct  in  the  right 
lateral  and  axillary  regions.     Continue  Ars. 

Oct.  3. — Pulse  110;  respirations  29;  less  dyspncea ;  tongue 
cleaner;  no  urine  passed. 

Kali  carb.  3,  gr.  i,  aq.  Jiii,  S.  Jss,  4ta.  q.  q.  h. 

Vesp, — Owing  to  imprudence  strong  chicken  broth  was  given, 
and  it  soon  excited  fever  and  an  increase  of  the  symptoms. 

Aeon,  and  then  resume  the  Kali,  or  if  there  is  dyspnoea,  Ars. 

Oct.  4. — Slept  better;  feels  better;  pulse  100;  respirations  30; 
faint  respiratory  murmur,  becoming  more  audible  over  the  middle 
part  of  left  lung.     Cont.  Kali  c.  3ta,  q.  q.  h. 

Vesp. — Complains  much  of  acute  pains  in  the  limbs,  increased  by 
movement.     Bry.  3,  gtt.  i,  2da.  q.  q.  h. 

Oct.  5. — Slept  well,  is  more  composed,  and  expresses  herself  as 
better ;  urine  more  copious ;  dulness  diminishing  a  little  posteriorly. 

Cont.  Kali  c. 

Oct.  6. — A  restless  night  owing  to  aching  of  the  limbs;  pulse 
100;  respirations  24. 

Sulph.  3,  gtt.  iv,  aq.  Jiv,  S.  Jss,  3ta.  q.  q.  h. 
Weak  chicken  broth. 

Oct.  7.-— Cont.  Sulph. 

Oct.  8.  —  Decided  improvement  in  her  appearance;  can  turn 
a  little  to  the  left  side ;  sleeps  better ;  urine  natural ;  bowels  moved 
every  second  day;  percussion  clearer  over  anterior  region,  and  a 
little  way  under  ridge  of  scapula;  diffused  bronchial  respiration, 
audible  over  a  considerable  portion  of  posterior  region  of  left  lung ; 
pulsations  of  heart  approaching  more  to  the  left  side. 

Cont.  Sulph.  6ta.  q.  q.  h.     Increase  the  food. 

Oct.  1 5. — Has  been  daily  gaining  ground ;  can  lie  easily  on  either 
side,  and  sits  up  in  bed ;  pulse  and  respiration  normal ;  percussion 
dullish  in  supra-scapular  region,  but  quite  clear  for  four  finger- 
breadths   under  ridge  of  scapula ;    slight   bronchial  respiiation,  on 
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drawing  a  long  breath,  heard  over  the  inferior  posterior  region,  which 
is  still  dull  on  percussion ;  the  heart  now  beats  behind  and  a  little  to 
the  left  of  the  sternum.     Sulph.  bis  in  die. 

18th. — The  patient  is  able  to  leave  her  bed;  the  dulness  inferiorly 
diminishes. 

A  dese  of  Sulph.  for  three  nights,  and  then  a  week 

without  medicine. 

On  examination,  there  is  hardly  any  trace  of  e£^ision ;  but  the 
examination  confirms  the  suspicion,  for  some  time  entertained,  of 
tubercles  in  lefl  lung.  Dulness  under  clavicle  for  two  inches,  with 
absence  of  vesicular  murmur;  posteriorly  in  supra-scapular  space 
there  is  dulness,  with  very  faint  vesicular  murmur  and  prolonged 
respiratory  murmur,  with  dry,  crackling  mucous  rales,  and  increased 
resonance  of  voice ;  the  rest  of  the  lung  normal ;  pulse  90 ;  no 
catamenia. 

Kali  carb.  6,  m.  et  n. ;  01.  Jeoor.  as.  5  ij  po6t  prandium. 

The  patient  continued  for  about  two  months  longer  to  take 
occasional  doses  of  Kali,  and  continued  the  cod-liver  oil.  She  then 
went  to  the  country,  and  I  heard  in  June,  1 850,  that  she  had  partially 
recovered  her  health,  and  was  able  for  gentle  service. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL    NOTICES. 


The  Flora  Homceopathica  ;  or,  Illustrations  and  Descrip- 
tions OF  THE  Medicinal  Plants  used  as  Homoeopathic 
Remedies.    By  Edward  Hamilton,  M.D.,  F.L.S.,  &c.  &o. 

We  have  just  received  the  first  number  of  this  elegant  work. 
We  look  upon  it  as  a  very  timely  production.  It  gives  a  certain 
physical  reality  to  homoeopathic  medicines  which  they  much 
want.  Being  all  little  white  pellets  like  sugar  sparrow-hail,  or 
colourless  liquid^  it  is  very  difficult  to  realize  the  fiact  that  things 
so  like  one  another  are  really  different ;  but  when  one  sees  the 
Aconite  with  its  deadly  blue  hood,  like  a  poisoner's  mask,  or  the 
Agaricus  Musoarius  with  its  large  red,  angry  specked  mush- 
room-form, Aien  it  becomes  credible  that  in  such  strange  and 
divei"se  and  questionable  forms  should  reside  powers  diflferent 
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and  dangerous.  This  reinvesting  ^ith  their  natural  corporeities 
those  spiritual  entities  which  lurk  in  the  scarce  visihle  globules 
of  our  chemists'  bottles,  has  all  the  effect  of  a  new  appeal  to  the 
senses,  and  may  become  as  popular  as  the  revival  of  the  gorgeous 
ceremonial  about  which  the  parties  in  the  church  are  at  present 
so  clamorously  contending. 


The  North  American  Homceopathic  Journal.     No.  II. 

The  second  number  of  this  Quarterly  fulfils  the  expectations  of 
its  high  character  raised  in  us  by  a  perusal  of  the  first.    Among 
the  more  remarkable  articles  in  it,  is  a  proving  of  the  gymno- 
cladus  canadensis,  by  the  Transatlantic  Nestor  of  Homoeopathy, 
Dr.  Hering.     There  are  several  other  excellent  articles  in  this 
No.  but  we  need  not  dwell  upon  them,  as  we  trust  that  all  the 
readers  of  homoeopathic  literature  in  this  country  will  take  in 
this  Journal.     There  is,  however,  a  paragraph  on  the  last  page 
which  we  trust  its  respected  Editors  will  not  allow  again  to  dis- 
figure their  excellent  publication :  we  allude  to  the  announce- 
ment by   their  publisher,    Mr.    Radde,   of  his   resolution   to 
republish  in  America  a  fac-simile  of  our  own  Journal,  which,  if 
persisted  in  and  encouraged  by  our  American  colleagues,  is 
likely  to  prove  a  death-blow  to  ourselves,  which,  however  agree- 
able the  prospect  may  be  to  a  tradesman  like  Mr.  Radde,  is  by 
no  means  for  the  interest  of  homoeopathy  we  beHeve,  and,  unless 
we  mistake  their  friendly  feelings  towards  us,  is  not  exactly 
what  is  desired  by  our  Transatlantic  brethren.     Appended  to 
this  No.  is  a  lengthy  reply,  of  twelve  octavo  pages,  by  Dr. 
Hempel  to  the  brief  notice  we  gave  in  our  last  of  his  Homceo- 
pathic Domestic  Physician.     Dr.  Hempel  is  very  much  mis- 
taken if  he  imagines  that  we  are  actuated  in  any  of  our  criticisms 
by  anything  besides  a  desire  to  advance  our  science,  or  that  we 
are  or  wish  to  be  otherwise  than  perfectly  impartial  towards 
firiend  and  foe,  as  the  following  passage  from  his  voluminous 
reply  would  seem  to  imply  :  "  It  is  too  fatiguing  to  wade  through 
the  whole  mass  of  flippant  nonsense  which  my  critic  has  seen  fit 
to  perpetrate,  for  reasons  best  known  to   himself  !"  (the 
capitals  are  his,  not  ours)  ;    this  "  whole  mass  "   consisting  of 
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two  or  three  lines  more  than  a  page  !     We  assare  Dr.  Hempel 
that  we  never  had  any  desire  to  misquote  him,  and  have  in  no 
case  done  so.     All  that  we  wished  to  point  out  was,  that  for 
almost  every  malady  mentioned  in  Dr.  Hempel's  book  aconite 
was  held  to  be  one  of  the  chief  remedies,  if  not  the  real  specific. 
We  never  denied  it  to  be  such,  and  in  the  diffident  Aristotelian 
phraseology  we  say  "  it  may  be  so,"  at  all  events  we  cited  Dr. 
Hempel's  authority  for  the  matter,  just  as  we  might  bring  for- 
ward the  authority  of  Mr.  Everest  for  the  very  opposite,  seeing 
that  he,  Hahnemann  and  Hempel  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, solemnly  asserts  that  no  good  homceopathist  ever  gives 
aconite,  at  least  in  chronic  diseases.    We  do  not  hesitate  to  aver 
that  of  the  several  thousand  purchasers  of  the  several  thousand 
copies  sold,  who  it  is  to  be  believed  must  be  non-medical  per- 
sons, the  great  majority  seeing  the  name  of  aconite  constantly 
occurring  first  on  the  list,  once  or  twice  on  almost  every  page« 
will  carry  away  the  idea  that  aconite  is  little  short  of  the  specific 
for  all  "  domestic  "  diseases.     To  shew  the  superficial  manner 
in  which  some  dilettanti  read  the  superficial  works  offered  to 
them  under  the  title  of  ''domestic  guides"  and  such  like  inviting 
phrases,  we  shall  tell  our  esteemed  colleague  a  little  anecdote 
respecting  a  countryman  of  his  own,  as  it  was  related  to  us  by 
an  ear- witness.      A  cute-looking  **  down-easter"  entered   the 
shop  of  one  of  the  homoeopathic  medicine- venders  of  New  York 
to  purchase  some  homoeopathic   medicines.     The  shopkeeper 
asked  him  if  he  would  buy  one  of  his  neat  little  ready-made 
family  medicine  chests.     But  his  customer  objected  to  this  and 
said  he  would  prefer  selecting  his  own  medicines^  as  he  had 
been  reading  a  homoeopathic  work  and  expected  he  knew  pretty 
well  what  were  the  principal   remedies  recommended,  as  he 
guessed  he  had  not  read  the  book  for  nothing.     He  forthwith 
commenced  an  enumeration  of  those  he  wanted  in  alphabetical 
order,  Aconite  first  of  course,  then  Amioa,  Belladonna,  Bryonia, 
Chamomilla  followed  in  due  succession ;  the  next  one  was  how- 
ever a  puzzler,  "Give  me  next  Diagnosis  12,"  quoth  the  cus- 
tomer— "  No  such   medicine/'    replied   the   shopman.      Our 
dilettante  was  highly  disgusted  and  emphatioaUy  expected  he 
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had  seen  it  mentioned  in  every  page  of  his  Domestic  Oracle ;  and 
therefore  he  calculated  he  would  be  able  to  do  wonders  with  it. 
We  may  conclude  by  observing  that  none  appreciates  the 
services  rendered  to  homoeopathy  by  Dr.  Hempel  more  highly 
than  ourselves,  and  we  have  ever  been  ready  to  tender  our 
obligations  to  him  for  his  unwearying  zeal  in  catering  for  the 
wants  of  all  homoeopathists  who  speak  the  English  language, 
but  our  duty  as  editors  forbids  us  to  express  aught  but  our  real 
opinion  of  the  works  we  review,  irrespective  of  our  feelings  of 
respect  and  esteem  for  a  learned  and  laborious  colleague. 

TO  OUR  AMERICAN  READERS. 

Since  the  intimation  given  by  Mr.  Bailliere  last  April  we  have 
received  most  gratifying  letters  from  some  of  the  most  respected 
and  esteemed  of  the  American  homoeopathists,  expressing  their 
regret  that  the  continued  existence  of  our  Journal  should  have 
been  threatened.  To  these  gentlemen  we  beg  to  tender  our 
cordial  thanks,  and  we  feel  much  flattered  by  the  testimony  to 
the  utility  of  our  undertaking  that  has  been  given  by  them  and 
other  gentlemen,  who  have  shown  an  interest  in  the  matter. 
Since  the  subject  has  thus  been  brought  before  the  public  we 
deem  it  but  due  both  to  them  and  ourselves  to  give  a  short  state- 
ment of  our  position. 

In  consequence  of  having  had  great  cause  for  dissatisfaction 
with  the  mode  in  which  our  former  agent  in  New  York  managed 
the  aflFairs  of  the  Journal,  whereby,  among  other  things,  great  irre- 
gularity in  its  delivery  to  American  subscribers  was  occasioned, 
we  felt  ourselves  obliged  to  make  a  change  at  the  beginning 
of  this  year,  and  wo  accordingly  appointed  Mr.  Bailliere,  of 
Broadway,  New  York,  our  American  agent.  Since  that  time 
our  former  agent,  Mr.  Radde,  has  thought  fit  to  reprint  the 
Journal,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  deprive  us  altogether  of  the 
American  sale.  Now,  as  even  with  the  small  profit  we  derived 
from  the  sale  of  our  Journal  in  America,  we  have,  for  the  nine 
years  during  which  we  have  conducted  the  Journal,  incurred  a 
considerable  annual  loss,  we  are  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  our 
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undertaking  if  that  loss  is  doubled,  as  it  will  be,  by  our  being 
deprived  of  the  American  circulation  ;  and  we  therefore  appeal 
to  the  scientific  spirit  of  our  American  colleagues,  to  assist  us 
by  taking  the  Journal  from  our  agent,  Mr.  Bailliere,  of  New 
York,  if  they  would  not  wish  to  obhge  its  complete  cessation, 
which  must  inevitably  happen  should  they  purchase  the  American 
reprint.  In  order  to  induce  our  American  readers  to  obtain 
their  copies  from  our  agent,  we  offer  them  at  the  same  price  as 
tlie  reprint  is  advertised  to  be  sold  at.  As  the  appearance  even 
of  our  next  number  may  be  greatly  affected  by  the  report  we 
receive  from  Mr.  Bailliere  of  the  number  of  copies  we  are  likely 
to  sell  in  America,  we  trust  that  those  who  take  any  interest  in 
tlie  continuation  of  the  work  will  without  loss  of  time  intimate 
to  Afr.  Bailliere  their  resolution  to  support  us,  and  we  beg  to 
remind  them  that  upon  their  promptitude  the  fate  of  the  under- 
taking may  be  said  to  hang. 

J.  J.  Drysdale, 


J.  RUTHERFURD  RuSSELL, 

R.  E.  Dudgeon, 


Editors, 


HOMCEOPATHIC    INTELLIGENCE. 

The  Hahnetnann  Medical  Society, 

[Wc  continue  our  report  of  the  more  interesting  discusfiions  of  the 

Hahnemann  Medical  Society.] 

Fifteenth  Ordinary  Meeting,  February  4th,  1861. — The  subject  for 
discussion  for  the  evening  was  announced  to  be  gonanhata  and  it$  treats 
ment. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  said  that  the  treatment  of  this  disease  homoeopathicaUy 
was  often  not  so  successful  as  we  could  wish,  that  whilst  many  cases  were 
removed  in  a  few  days  by  means  of  the  usual  remedies,  such  as  cannabi$, 
cantharisy  mercurius,  &c.,  others  seemed  to  resist  altogether  homoeopathic 
medication,  and  in  spite  of  all  our  efibrts  would  degenerate  into  gleet  of 
the  most  obstinate  character.  He  had  treated  cases  which  had  got  well 
completely  and  permanently  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  he  had  had 
one  case,  where,  after  several  years  of  all  descriptions  of  allopathic  treat- 
ment external  and  internal,  under  which  the  patient  emaciated  away  to  a 
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the  discharge  by  means  of  the  microscope.  For  this  he  believed  Lalle- 
mand's  treatment  to  be  essential,  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of  recommending 
it  to  patients  so  effected.  He  protested  against  the  idea  of  homceopathic 
treatment  not  sufficing  for  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea.  He  had  had  vast 
experience  in  both  systems,  and  he  could  say  that  there  was  much  less 
difficulty  in  curing  the  disease  homceopathically  than  allopathically. 

Mr.  Hands  said  he  had  recently  had  a  gentleman  under  his  care,  who 
had  been  treated  by  injections,  and  had  got  hernia  humoralis.  This  he 
cured  by  means  of  aconite  and  pulsatiUa. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  said,  that  though  Dr.  Chapman  had  protested  against 
injections,  he  had  rather  inconsistently  advised  the  introduction  of  Copaiba 
into  the  urethra,  and  whilst  denouncing  the  local  employment  of  remedies 
that  were  not  to  be  given  internally,  he  had  stated  Lallemand's  treatment 
to  be  essential  for  some  cases,  this  treatment  consisting  chiefly,  as  was  well 
known,  in  the  cauterization  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  by  Nitrate  of 
Silver.  With  respect  to  the  difficulty  alleged  by  Dr.  Chapman  to  exist  in 
reference  to  confining  the  application  of  injections  to  the  scat  of  the  disease, 
he  might  inform  them  that  Hahnemann  in  one  of  his  earliest  works  had 
described  and  given  a  drawing  of  an  instrument  for  this  purpose,  which  he 
called  the  syphon  syringe.  Dr.  Chapman  did  not  apparently  limit  the 
application  of  Copaiba  to  the  seat  of  the  disease,  as  he  directed  the  bougie 
smeared  with  it  to  be  introduced  into  the  bladder. 

Dr.  Henriques  had  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  the  treatment  of 
gonorrhoea,  allopathic  and  homoeopathic.  The  latter  he  considered  equally 
successful  with  the  former.  He  believed  that  mere  hygienic  means  would 
often  cure  the  disease  in  a  fortnight  In  cases  complicated  with  psora,  he 
had  found  sepia  an  excellent  remedy. 

Dr.  Epps  believed  that  the  most  common  cause  of  the  obstinacy  of 
gonorrhoea,  was  the  patient  exposing  himself  to  a  repetition  of  the  exciting 
cause  of  the  disease  while  under  treatment,  the  disease  itself  often 
causing  great  increase  of  the  sexual  desire.  In  the  first  stage  of  gonorrhoea 
he  had  found  aconite  of  great  service;  when  the  discharge  was  yellow 
mercurius  was  the  remedy,  and  also  when  there  existed  tenderness  of  the 
groin.  Cannabis  had  seldom  justified  his  expectations.  Cantharis  was  a 
valuable  remedy  in  chordee,  and  in  cases  where  mercurius  did  not  subdue 
the  heat  and  irritation.  After  the  pain  was  gone  he  usnally  gave  hepar 
and  nux  alternately  with  great  success.  He  was  once  treating  a  gentleman 
for  an  affection  of  the  throat,  that  he  had  had  for  many  years ;  the  throat 
was  cured,  but  gonorrhoea  occurred  without  any  infection,  as  be  ascertained 
positively.  He  had  had  gonorrhoea  many  years  previously,  which  had  been 
treated  and  suppressed  by  means  of  injections.  This  then  was  a  case  of 
gonorrhoeal  sore- throat.  He  never  used  injections;  he  believed  they  often 
produced  a  state  of  ill-health  that  lasted  for  years.  It  was  not  wonderful 
that  allopathy  sometimes  cured,  as  it  mixed  every  possible  ingredient  that 
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skeleton,  and  became  subject  to  attacks  of  so-called  gonorrhoea]  rheuma- 
tism in  the  left  knee  of  unusual  severity,  all  these  symptoms  were  removed 
and  the  patient  recovered  his  embonpoint  and  strength,  under  the  use 
chiefly  of  thuja^  sulphur^  and  nitric  acid.  On  the  other  hand,  he  had 
recently  had  a  case,  almost  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  in 
which,  afler  some  months  of  fruitless  treatment  by  internal  remedies,  both 
the  patient  and  himself  had  got  tired  of  the  want  of  success,  and  he  had 
had  recourse  to  external  treatment,  by  means  of  injections  of  acetate  of 
zinc,  which  in  a  few  days  removed  the  discbarge,  and  all  traces  of  the 
gonorrhoea  completely,  and  as  some  months  had  now  elapsed  since  the 
cure,  he  might  say  permanently.  The  question  we  were  bound  to  consider 
was  this,  seeing  the  inutility  of  homoeopathic  treatment  in  some  cases, 
were  we  justified  in  having  recourse  to  injections  ?  Many  homoeopathists 
were  of  opinion  that  injections  were  not  only  harmless  but  indispensable; 
thus,  Hartmann  had  recommended  acetate  of  zinc  for  injection,  and  some 
homoeopathists  had  found  good  results  from  creating  an  artificial  urethritis 
by  means  of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  injected  several  times 
within  a  short  space  of  time,  until  inflammatory  action  was  established, 
whereby  the  discharge  was  at  first  much  aggravated  but  afterwards  gra- 
dually declined  and  ceased  entirely.  This  ought  to  be  termed  local  ho- 
DKBopatliic  treatment. 

Dr.  Hector  Arncth,  of  Vienna,  said  that  he  had  never  witnessed  any 
very  striking  success  from  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  gonorrhoea, 
cantharis  and  catuticum  seemed  to  be  the  remedies  which  had  the  most 
boaeficial  effect  in  the  cases  he  had  treated. 

Mr.  Le  Mesurier  had  cured  several  Jews  in  Ancona,  of  gonorrhoea,  with 
cannabis  and  thuja.  One  obstinate  case  yielded  to  senega,  the  indication 
for  which  medicine  was  that  the  patient  had  mucous  urine ;  this  case  had 
long  been  under  allopathic  ti'eatment. 

Dr.  Chapman's  homoeopathic  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  had  been  much 
more  decidedly  successful  than  his  allopathic.      He  used  in  allopathy  to 
introduce  a  bougie  smeared  with  Copaiba  balsam  along  the  urethra  into 
the  bladder.     He  had  treated  hundreds  of  cases  by  this  method  alone,  and 
had  never  failed  to  effect  a  cure  thereby.     He  believed  Copaiba  to  be  a 
true  specific  for  clap,  and  that  if  the  disease  be  taken  in  its  early  stage,  we 
should  be  able  to  cure  it  in  from  ten  to  twelve  days.     He  still  occasionally 
enployed  this  plan.      He  protested  against  the  use  of  injections.      It  was 
difficult  to  manage  so  that  they  should  not  go  beyond  the  seat  of  the  disease 
and  thus  cause  stricture.     He  believed  it  to  be  contrary  to  true  science,  to 
give  a  medicine  topically  that  could  not  be  given  at  the  same  time  inter- 
nally. Gleet  was  often  psoric  in  its  nature.   Hahnemann  said  that  conium,  , 
$epia,  and  lycopodium,  were  often  necessary  to  cure  gonorrhoea.   It  could 
not  be  said  to  be  merely  a  local  auction.  He  had  seen  buboes  and  swelled 
testicle  arise  from  suppressed  gonorrhoea.    In  cases  of  long  standing  gleet, 
sparmatorrhoea  was  often  present,  the  spermatazoa  could  be  detected  in 
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the  discharge  by  means  of  the  microscope.  For  this  he  believed  Lalle- 
mand's  treatment  to  be  essential,  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of  recommending 
it  to  patients  so  effected.  He  protested  against  the  idea  of  homoeopathic 
treatment  not  sufficing  for  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea.  He  had  had  vast 
experience  in  both  systems,  and  he  could  say  that  there  was  much  kss 
difficulty  in  curing  the  disease  homceopathically  than  allopathically. 

Mr.  Hands  said  he  had  recently  had  a  gentleman  under  his  care,  who 
had  been  treated  by  injections,  and  had  got  hernia  humoralis.  This  he 
cured  by  means  of  aconite  and  pulsatiUa, 

Dr.  Dudgeon  said,  that  though  Dr.  Chapman  had  protested  against 
injections,  he  had  rather  inconsistently  advised  the  introduction  of  Copaiba 
into  the  urethra,  and  whilst  denouncing  the  local  employment  of  remedies 
that  were  not  to  be  given  internally,  he  had  stated  Lallemand's  treatment 
to  be  essential  for  some  cases,  this  treatment  consisting  chiefly,  as  was  well 
known,  in  the  cauterization  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  by  Nitrate  of 
Silver.  With  respect  to  the  difficulty  alleged  by  Dr.  Chapman  to  exist  in 
reference  to  confining  the  application  of  injections  to  the  scat  of  the  disease, 
he  might  inform  them  that  Hahnemann  in  one  of  his  earliest  works  had 
described  and  given  a  drawing  of  an  instrument  for  this  purpose,  which  he 
called  the  syphon  syringe.  Dr.  Chapman  did  not  apparently  limit  the 
application  of  Copaiba  to  the  seat  of  the  disease,  as  he  directed  the  bougie 
smeared  with  it  to  be  introduced  into  the  bladder. 

Dr.  Henriques  had  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  the  treatment  of 
gonorrhoea,  allopathic  and  homoeopathic.  The  latter  he  considered  equally 
successful  with  the  former.  He  believed  that  mere  hygienic  means  would 
often  cure  the  disease  in  a  fortnight  In  cases  complicated  with  psora,  he 
had  found  sepia  an  excellent  remedy. 

Dr.  Epps  believed  that  the  most  common  cause  of  the  obstinacy  of 
gonorrhoea,  was  the  patient  exposing  himself  to  a  repetition  of  the  exciting 
cause  of  the  disease  while  under  treatment,  the  disease  itself  often 
causing  great  increase  of  the  sexual  desire.  In  the  first  stage  of  gonorrhoea 
he  had  found  aconite  of  great  service;  when  the  discharge  was  yellow 
mercurius  was  the  remedy,  and  also  when  there  existed  tenderness  of  the 
groin.  Cannabis  had  seldom  justified  his  expectations.  Cantharis  was  a 
valuable  remedy  in  chordee,  and  in  cases  where  mercurius  did  not  subdue 
the  heat  and  irritation.  After  the  pain  was  gone  he  usually  gave  hepar 
and  nux  alternately  with  great  success.  He  was  once  treating  a  gentleman 
for  an  affection  of  the  throat,  that  he  had  had  for  many  years ;  the  throat 
was  cured,  but  gonorrhoea  occurred  without  any  infection,  as  he  ascertained 
positively.  He  had  had  gonorrhoea  many  years  previously,  which  had  been 
treated  and  suppressed  by  means  of  injections.  This  then  was  a  case  of 
gonorrhoeal  sore-throat.  He  never  used  injections;  he  believed  they  often 
produced  a  state  of  ill-health  that  lasted  for  years.  It  was  not  wonderful 
that  allopathy  sometimes  cured,  as  it  mixed  every  possible  ingredient  that 
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had  ever  cured  clap  in  one  prescription.  He  considered  homoeopathy 
was  extremely  successful  in  this  disease. 

Mr.  Hering  thonght  it  was  almost  criminal  to  employ  injections  in  the 
first  stage  of  gonorrhoea.  In  the  latter  stage  of  gleet  he  had  often  been 
moch  puzzled.  In  the  first  stage  he  usually  gave  aconite  for  a  fortnight, 
then  cannabis  and  mereuritu,  nitric  acid  and  sulphur.  He  asked  whether 
injections  of  Thuja  might  not  be  of  use. 

Dr.  Chapman  had  seen  great  benefit  from  Cinnabar. 

Dr.  Henriques  spoke  favourably  of  the  efiects  of  petroselinum  in  gonor- 
rhoea, but  he  believed  that  practitioners  usually  gave  too  much  medicine 
in  gonorrhoea,  and  that  they  would  cure  it  more  rapidly  if  they  gave  less. 

Dr.  Ameth  mentioned  that  in  a  large  allopathic  hospital  in  Vienna  only 
cold  water  dressings  were  used  for  gonorrhoea  and  with  great  success,  a 
cure  was  efiected  in  from  7  to  9  days.  Of  course  perfect  rest  and  low  diet 
were  observed. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  found  that  argentum  nitricum  was  the  only  remedy 
that  had  chordee  among  its  symptoms,  and  he  had  used  it  successfully  in 
several  instances  where  this  symptom  was  present.  The  best  work  on  the 
subject  of  gonorrhoea  he  considered  to  be  that  of  Haubold.  He  believed 
that  all  their  discussions  in  th^  Society  amounted  merely  to  this :  <'  choose 
the  right  remedy  and  you  will  cure  the  disease."  He  wished  that  no  such 
name  as  gonorrhoea  had  ever  been  heard  of,  inflammation  of  the  urethra 
was  a  much  better  term  and  avoided  confusion.  He  thought  little 
was  to  be  gained  from  the  discussions  unless  we  went  thoroughly  into  the 
genius  of  disease  and  drug.  He  had  under  his  care  a  man  who  was 
affected  with  enormous  enlargement  of  the  spleen.  He  had  been  in  many 
hospitals  and  had  passed  48  small  renal  calculi.  He  had  symptoms  of 
stricture  of  the  oesophagus,  for  which  he  had  been  treated  16  or  18  months 
without  relief ;  he  could  only  swallow  by  raising  himself  up  with  his  arms, 
taking  hold  of  something  above  his  head.  When  the  food  entered  the 
cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach  he  felt  as  if  it  dropped  down  into  his  sto- 
mach. He  (Mr.  W.)  gave  him  at  first  baryta  carbonica  200  with  some 
benefit,  but  the  amelioration  soon  stood  still.  He  then  gave  high  dilutions 
of  cinchona  and  ignatia.  Under  ignaiia  200  he  perceived  itching  of  tlie 
urethra,  although  he  had  had  no  sexual  connexion,  (he  had  had  gonor- 
rhoea 25  years  before)  ;  scalding  then  ensued,  followed  by  copious  brown 
discharge  and  burning  in  the  front  of  the  urethra  and  chordee.  He  now 
gave  argentum  nitricum  3rd  trituration,  and  in  three  days  there  was 
great  improvement.  Instead  of  gleet  being  a  disease  which  it  was  desi- 
rable to  cure  as  fast  as  possible,  he  held  it  to  be  in  many  cases  a  great 
blessing  to  the  patient.  He  had  had  a  patient  under  his  treatment  for  four 
years,  during  all  which  time  he  had  gleet.  When  he  first  came  under 
his  care  he  was  a  perfect  wreck,  he  had  been  deluged  with  hydriodate  of 
potash  ;  he  had  numbness  of  the  limbs,  three  of  his  brothers  had  died  of 
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phthisisy  and  a  sister  had  a  malignant  disease  of  the  womb.  He  had  cured 
three  cases  of  speimatorrhcea  with  nitrate  of  silver. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  observed  that  Mr.  Wilson's  experience  of  the  value  of  the 
Nitrate  of  Silver  where  there  was  chordee,  was  corroborated  by  the  prac- 
tice of  Ricord,  who  used,  in  the  first  inflammatory  stage  of  gonorrhcea, 
injections  of  a  saturated  solution  of  Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Dr.  Vlettinghoff  had  cured  gleet  by  kreosote^  which  offered  something 
similar  in  its  patbogenesy.  A  case  of  sore  throat  of  Bive  years'  standing, 
that  had  come  on  after  suppressed  gonorrhoea,  he  had  likewise  cured  with 
kreosote. 

Dr.  Curie  said,  in  reference  to  Dr.  Henriques'  remariis,  if  homoeopathy 
was  not  more  successful  than  allopathy  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  we 
had  no  need  to  change  our  system.  He  believed  it  was  much  more  suc- 
cessful. Gonorrhoea  was  termed  by  allopaths  the  opprobrium  medidtue^ 
When  allopathy  suppresses  diseases,  it  calls  that  curing  them.  Many 
symptoms  might  be  developed  from  the  suppression  of  a  disease  20  years 
or  more  afterwards.  He  believed  injections  to  be  a  frequent  cause  of 
stricture.  The  great  difficulty  of  caring  gonorrhoea  arose,  he  believed, 
from  this  :  that  patients  would  not  submit  to  a  strict  regimen  and  rest. 

Sixteenth  Ordinary  Meeting,  February  ISth,  1851.-— The  discussion 

on  the  Therapeutic  uset  of  Aconite  ww  commenced  by  the  following  letter 

from  Dr.  Stokes,  of  Wickwar. 

Wickwar,  17th  Feb.  1861. 

Sir, — I  am  requested  to  give  the  result  of  my  experience  in  the  thera- 
peutical application  of  Aconite.  My  opportunities  of  giving  this  medicine 
have  been  very  rare,  and  limited  to  three  cases,  at  least  since  my  adoption 
of  the  homoeopathic  systenL  The  cases  in  which  I  administered  this  drug 
previously  I  count  for  naught,  seeing  that  it  was  given  without  a  principlo 
of  action  other  than  what  is  Aimished  in  Dr.  Fleming's  publication  on  the 
subject.  I  had  occasion  to  notice  more  than  once  its  power  of  subduing, 
the  action  of  the  heart,  and  reducing  the  pulse  from  a  full  tense  and 
bounding  condition,  to  a  small,  thready  and  quick  one.  It  may  be  thought 
odd  that  in  two  years  that  I  have  been  practising  homoeopathy,  I  should 
not  have  met  with  many  more  opportunities  of  using  Aconite,  cither  as  a 
chief  means  of  combatting  inflammatory  attacks,  or  as  an  intercuiTent 
remedy.  But  in  a  small  population  of  less  than  1000  persons,  most  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  agricultural,  pursuits,  and  generally  healthy,  acute 
inflammation  is  a  rare  occurrence.  I  have  only  known  three  real  acute 
pneumonias  since  six  years  that  I  have  been  here.  In  one  of  those  I  gave 
Aconite  in  small  doses  of  tincture,  bought  of  Ferris  and  Scoro,  in  Bristol, 
and  think  the  favourable  termination  of  the  case  and  tlic  absence  of  the 
necessity  for  using  the  lancet,  was  owing  to  the  power  exercised  over  the 
circulation  by  the  medicine. 

The  most  remarkable  ease  of  therapeutical  efficacy  I  ever  saw,  was  that 
of  Wm.  Webb,  Carpenter,  aet.  64.     He  had  been  ailing  with  pains  in  the 
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chest  and  tightness  of  breath  for  a  fortnight,  more  or  less,  when  he  was 
suddenly  seized,  on  Saturday  the  7th  December  last,  with  violent  stabbing 
pain  in  the  right  breast,  about  an  inch  above  the  nipple.  It  was  confined 
to  one  spot,  and  was  excruciating  in  its  severity.  Respiration  hurried  and 
painftil ;  anxiety  and  distress  extreme;  could  not  remain  a  moment  in  one 
position.  I  did  not  apply  the  stethoscope,  not  having  taken  it  with  me, 
but  as  the  indications  were  so  plain,  at  once  gave  Tinct.  Aeon,  in  water, 
I  meant  only  to  give  one  drop,  but  there  fell  three  into  the  wine-glass  and 
I  filled  it  up  with  water,  I  gave  two  teaspoonfuls.  In  ^Yt  minutes  he 
asked  if  anything  were  on  his  head,  which  is  bald  and  only  occupied  by  a 
few  straggling  gray  hairs ;  no  change  in  respu^tion.  At  the  end  of  ten 
minutes  from  the  first  dose  I  repeated  it,  and  immediately  the  sense  of 
tingling  was  manifested  in  the  hands  and  arms,  in  the  lips  and  tongue, 
and  scalp,  together  with  a  certain  numbness  in  those  parts.  Breath  no 
better.  Pain  began  to  extend  more  under  the  arm ;  waited  ten  minutes 
and  gave  another  dose.  The  man  got  worse  every  minute,  the  pain  fol- 
lowed him  up  in  the  most  savage  manner ;  he  rolled  on  his  bed,  then  on  to 
the  floor,  and  rolled  about  in  the  arms  of  his  friends  groaning  in  agony 
and  despair.  The  pain  had  now  (in  about  85  minutes  from  1st  dose)  ex- 
tended round  to  the  scapulse,  and  he  felt  as  if  they  were,  being  torn  ofi*  his 
thorax.  It  was  now  nearly  3  P.M.  and  I  left  him,  the  pain  having  somewhat 
abated  in  violence.  When  I  saw  him  again  at  5  p.  M.  I  was  told  he  had 
been  in  bad  pain  till  near  4  o'clock ;  but  he  was  now  sitting  by  the  fire 
pretty  comfortable ;  breath  much  relieved,  and  pains  diminished.  They 
returned,  however,  very  rapidly  and  severely  after  I  left  the  second  time, 
and  I  sent  him  by  his  daughter,  who  came  to  inform  me  of  the  relapse,  six 
doses  of  the  dynamised  medicine,  2  glob,  in  each,  at  the  drd  dynamisation. 
The  first  dose  afibrded  relief  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  pains  very  soon 
left  entirely.  Next  day  he  felt  as  if  he  had  been  drunk  over  night,  and 
very  sore  in  the  breast  and  shoulders.  A  couple  of  doses  of  Nux  v.  re- 
moved these  feelings  so  much  as  to  cause  me  to  cease  attending ;  the  case 
being  one  of  gratuitous  care  on  my  part.  He  was  not  quite  well  however 
for  some  weeks  after  this,  having  still  a  heaviness  in  the  situation  of  the 
pain  above  the  nipple,  but  as  I  had  no  application  from  him  I  did  not  look 
after  him  any  more. 

I  have  to  remark  on  this  case  that  the  medicine  was  far  too  highly  dosed 
at  the  beginning,  as  I  saw  by  the  furious  aggravation  that  took  place 
after  the  second  dose.  The  great  desideratum  is  to  reduce  the  dose,  that 
the  vital  force  shall  have  the  least  possible  difficulty  in  overcoming  it ; 
and  if  the  dose  be  properly  adjusted  to  the  degree  of  severity  of  the  case, 
the  reaction  will  be  mild,  and  the  cure  pleasant  to  both  parties.  This  is  a 
matter  demanding  vast  tact  and  long  experience.  In  this  case  you  see  that 
the  too  great  action  of  a  material  dose  was  calmed  instantly  by  a  repetition 
of  the  remedy  in  a  dynamised  form,  and  a  few  removes  in  advance ;  a  fact 
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I  have  seen  verified  in  many  cases,  bat  in  this  and  a  couple  of  others  more 
especially. 

Another  case  in  which  I  saw  the  immediate  good  effects  of  Aconite 
occurred  on  Thursday  last.  The  patient,  a  young  unmarried  lady,  subject 
to  most  grievous  nervous  headache,  was  very  poorly  with  one  of  her  accus- 
tomed visitations  at  the  going  off  of  the  menses,  and  had  been  very  ill  for 
three  days.     I  found  her  very  much  prostrated,  incapable  of  bearing  mo- 
tion or  of  talking ;    face  dusky ;    nose  turned  up ;    skin  cold  and  blue ; 
horrible  drawing  pains  down  the  back ;    pulse  thready  and  weak ;   no 
thirst ;  mouth  dry.    Three  glob,  of  Aconite  3,  in  a  wineglassful  of  water, 
a  teaspoonful  at  once  and  repeat  in  three  hours  if  necessary.    The  first 
dose  restored  the  warmth  of  skin,  relieved  the  fulness  and  pain  in  head, 
diminished  the  pains  of  back^  and  raised  the  pulse  to  a  firm  steady  beat ; 
it  was  therefore  not  repeated.    So  complete  and  immediate  was  the  result, 
that  it  was  more  like  magic  than  medicine. 

I  have  been  taught  to  consider  this  medicine  as  fit  only  for  acute  and 
inflammatory  cases,  and  as  an  improper  intercurrent  remedy,  except  in 
very  few  cases,  that  I  have  refrained  from  using  it  when  it  has  been  possi- 
ble to  do  without  it  It  appears  to  me  to  have  been  used  frequently  by 
homceopatbs  intercurrent^  with  other  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
chronic  cases,  and  slight  subacute  ones,  in  order  to  meet  certain  symptoms 
that  were  unpleasant  or  annoying.  But  I  have  learnt  that  in  the  homoeo- 
pathic treatment  of  a  chronic  case,  it  is  wrong  to  suppress  symptoms ; 
that  the  more  you  can  bring  oat  tbe  better,  and  that  when  you  have  the 
good  fortune  to  get  up  a  good  crisis,  you  shoold  let  it  alone,  nor  meddle 
with  nature's  operations  unless  they  are  dangerous  or  excessive.  This  is, 
I  think,  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  of  Hahnemann,  as  delivered  in  his 
works,  which  it  is  my  intention  always  to  follow  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

To  Dr.  Dudgeon.  Adrian  Stokbs. 

Dr.  Madden  had  found  aconite  useful  in  three  distinct  classes  of 
disease:  Ist,  Acute  inflammation,  either  alone  or  alternately  with  a 
remedy  more  specific  to  the  diseased  tissue:  2nd,  In  cases  of  great 
nervous  excitement;  in  these  he  found  it  was  best  to  give  globules  of 
the  6th  or  the  12th  dilution  in  solution,  frequently  repeating  the  dose;  he 
had  frequently  found  patients  under  the  influence  of  the  most  intense 
nervous  excitement  quieted  immediately  by  it:  8rd,  He  had  found  it 
a  most  admirable  remedy  for  cutting  short  incipient  acute  affections,  such 
as  colds.  In  books  we  read  that  dulcamara  was  indicated  where  such  af- 
fections were  caused  by  wet;  mercurius  where  they  were  produced  by 
cold ;  he  had  found  aconite  superior  to  either  in  both  these  cases.  The 
way  he  gave  it  was  in  solution,  a  dose  every  half-hour,  or  every  hour. 
Since  Dr.  Ozanne  had  published  his  observations  on  measles  in  the  British 
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Journal  of  Homoeopathy^  he  bad  employed  aconite  alone  in  that  disease 
and  found  it  answer  admirably.  In  such  cases  be  gave  it  in  the  3rd 
dilution.  For  nervous  headaches,  no  remedy  was  more  generally  useful. 
In  headache  chiefly  seated  in  the  forehead  which  goes  on  to  megrim,  he 
gave  aconite  frequently  repeated,  with  great  effect.  Although  he  had 
given  aconite  in  all  potencies,  and  to  many  different  cases,  he  had  only 
met  with  one  case  where  it  had  produced  marked  depression.  He  was 
not  at  all  afraid  to  use  aconite.  It  scarcely  interfered  with  the  action  of 
the  majority  of  our  specifics.  Nervous  headache  was  not  cured  by 
aconitCf  we  required  to  give  some  otlier  medicine  in  the  interval  of  the 
attacks  which  it  alleviated.  In  many  cases  of  headache  he  had  found 
great  advantage  in  following  aconite  by  bryonia. 

Dr.  Chapman  had  since  last  meeting  seen  a  case  which  confirmed  the 
observations  then  made  about  the  recurrence  of  gonorrhoea.  Ten  days 
ago,  he  saw  a  gentleman  who  was  subject  to  rheumatic  fever,  affecting 
his  brain,  joints,  &c.,  preceded  by  acute  urethritis,  which  had  not  yet 
ceased.  His  natural  pulse  was  60,  when  he  (Dr.  C.)  saw  him  it  was  90. 
He  has  now  got  comparatively  well  under  the  use  of  cantharis,  bella^ 
donna  and  colchicum.  On  inquiry,  he  ascertained  that  he  had  had  no 
gonorrhoea  nor  any  impure  connexion  for  twenty-five  years.  Aconite 
was  one  of  the  most  important  of  our  remedies.  He  thought  that  in  pure 
inflammatory  fever  and  in  synocha  its  action  was  more  decided  than  in 
other  cases.  Before  he  practised  horooeopathically  he  had  used  aconitine 
in  nervous  headaches.  He  expected  to  meet  with  the  same  good  results 
from  aconite,  but  had  been  disappointed.  A  gentleman  from  the  West 
Indies  lately  consulted  him ;  he  had  breathlessness  and  inability  to  ascend 
hills ;  in  all  other  respects  he  was  well,  except  that  the  sounds  of  his  heart 
could  not  be  heard.  He  had  great  fear  of  death.  He  gave  him  when- 
ever he  had  an  attack  of  these  symptoms,  aconite  as  a  palliative,  and 
sepia  at  other  times.  He  got  quite  well.  He  should  mention  that  he 
stopped  his  grog  also ;  he  had  formerly  lived  too  high,  and  indulged  too 
plentifully  in  stimulants.  The  two  most  important  indications  for  aconite 
in  his  opinion  were,  inflammatory  fever  and  nervous  excitement,  with  fear 
of  death,  but  without  horror,  a  kind  of  tranquil  fear.  It  was  in  acute 
inflammation  what  sepia  was  in  chi'onic.  Aconite  ought  to  be  very  valua- 
ble in  the  fevers  of  the  tropics.  It  was  a  medicine  of  very  short  action. 
In  most  cases  of  measles  he  had  found  pulsatiUa  quite  sufiicient ;  when 
that  disease  was  complicated  with  purpura  miliaris,  aconite  was  most 
useful.  He  might  mention  that  the  exanthematous  fevers  were  seldom, 
now-a-days,  met  with  pure ;  we  never  saw  the  smooth  scarlatina  of 
Sydenham  now. 

Dr.  Epps  read  from  his  case-book  some  characteristic  symptoms 
removed  by  aconite.  He  detailed  the  case  of  a  person  who  laboured 
under  the  delusion  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  whom  he  cured  by  means 
of  stramonium  8,  mixed  with  his   cocoa,  as   he  obstinately  refused  to 
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take  any  medicine.      For  fear  of  death  no  remedy  was  so  good  as 
cusmite. 

Dr.  Curie  said,  we  might  have  some  idea  of  the  therapeutic  uses  of 
aconite  by  looking  over  Noack  and  Trinks'  Manual,  where  two  pages 
were  occupied  by  a  mere  enumeration  of  the  acute  and  chronic  maladies 
in  which  it  had  proved  useful.  He  objected  to  applying  the  term  specific 
to  the  homoeopathic  remedies ;  a  remedy  that  was  useful  in  two  hundred 
different  cases  like  aconiie  could  never  be  considered  specific  to  all  these 
different  diseases.  Diseases  were  seldom  cured  by  one  remedy,  generally 
by  a  series  of  remedies,  one  being  appropriate  to  one  stage,  another  to 
another.  So  aconite  was  useful  in  particular  stages  of  many  diseases. 
Thus  it  was  useful  in  one  stage  of  inflammatory  fever,  of  typhus,  of  the 
cxanthematous  fevers.  In  pneumonia  it  was  invaluable  when  the  reaction 
set  in.  The  same  was  the  case  with  pleurisy  and  the  croup.  But  in  all 
these  diseases,  after  acordte  had  done  its  utmost,  there  remained  something 
that  aconite  could  not  cure.  It  was  also  useful  in  chronic  diseases; 
in  some  of  the  phases  of  consumption  it  could  not  be  dispensed  with. 
Bryonia  was  a  useful  remedy  after  aconite.  It  was  of  great  importance 
to  discover  the  proper  sequence  of  remedies. 

Mr.  Clarke  said  he  had  observed  that  in  acute  diseases  if  aconite  did  no 
good  where  it  seemed  to  be  indicated,  that  was  a  fatal  sign :  all  the 
patients  in  whom  it  had  happened  in  his  experience  had  died. 

Dr.  Madden  could  half  confirm  Mr.  Clarke's  observation.  In  many 
fatal  cases  he  had  observed  that  aconiie  did  no  good  when  apparently 
indicated ;  but  in  some  cases,  when  under  simDar  circumstances  aconite 
did  no  good,  other  remedies  were  useful. 

Mr.  Engall  had,  in  the  beginning  of  his  practice,  been  called  to  a 
patient  labouring  under  congestion  of  the  brain,  with  complete  insen- 
sibility. He  gave  with  fear  and  trembling  aconite  alternately  with 
opium  every  half-hour,  and  to  his  surprise  the  patient  recovered. 

Mr.  Hering  said  he  often  had  cause  to  wonder  at  the  power  of  aconite 
in  reducing  the  pulse  and  lessening  the  heat  of  skin  in  inflammatory 
fevers.  It  often  acted  as  a  powerful  diaphoretic.  In  some  cases  its 
sedative  action  on  the  heart  was  very  remarkable.  In  a  relation  of  his 
own  a  dose  of  the  6th  dilution  caused  some  exhaustion,  and  a  repetition 
of  the  dose  brought  on  fainting.  He  had  seen  a  globule  of  the  24th 
dilution  bring  on  symptoms  of  intoxication.  He  had  read  of  a  case  where 
a  dose  of  acamte^  in  a  person  affected  with  long-continued  constipation, 
had  brought  on  a  copious  evacuation  of  the  bowels.  He  was  accustomed 
in  cases  of  constipation  to  give  a  dose  of  aconite  before  administering  nux 
vomica^  and  he  had  found  this  a  very  successful  plan.  It  did  not  act  a« 
well  in  congestions  as  $epia.  In  a  case  of  thickening  of  the  rectum  causing 
stricture  he  had  effected  a  cure  by  means  of  sepia.  The  duration  of  the 
action  of  aconite  was  not  many  hours. 

Dr.  Epps  said  it  was  of  importance  to  attend  to  the  seat  of  the 
heat  in  inflammation  in  which  aconite  was  useful ;   thus  it  was  of  no 
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1186  10  the  intense  heat  accompanying  ostitis;  and  the  colour  of  the 
inflamed  part  was  also  important  to  be  attended  to.  In  ostitis  the  skiu 
had  a  blaish  colour,  and  the  character  of  the  heat  was  quite  peculiar; 
here  arsenic  acted  like  a  charm.  Belladonna  again  was  more  suited  to 
the  heat  of  the  head  than  aconite. 

Dr.  Madden  called  attention  to  a  curious  circumstance  that  had 
occurred  from  time  to  time  in  his  practice,  which  had  rather  frightened 
his  patients,  and  inspired  them  with  a  great  awe  of  the  powerful  character 
of  the  medicines  used  in  homoeopathy :  it  was  this :  on  four  different 
occasions  the  tumblers  in  which  the  medicines  were  mixed  had  sponta- 
neously split  right  through  the  middle.  In  each  case  the  spoon  had  been 
laid  across  the  tumbler,  but  the  glasses  were  at  rest  when  the  breakage 
took  place.  In  all  the  cases  the  medicines  in  the  tumblers  were  in  the  drd 
dilution ;  they  were  not  the  same  medicines. 

Seventeenth  Ordinary  Meeting,  March  4th,  1851. — The  discussion  on 
aconite  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Millard,  who  said  he  believed  this  medicine 
was  particularly  applicable  in  diseases  where  the  vital  force  abounded, 
whether  in  affections  of  the  nervous  or  of  the  circulating  system.  He 
thought  that  our  medicines  might  be  arranged  in  a  natural  or  artificial 
order,  somewhat  like  the  Linnsean  system  of  classification  of  plants.  Thus 
aconite  being  especially  suitable  and  valuable  where  the  vital  force  was 
redundant,  might  be  placed  at  one  end  of  the  scale,  whereas  arsenic  and 
carbo  vegetabilis,  which  were  useful  in  an  opposite  condition,  might  be 
placed  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale.  There  was  indeed  no  royal  road  to 
homoeopathy,  but  he  believed  that  if  medicines  were  arranged  according  to 
a  plan  somewhat  like  this,  that  would  be  something  to  aid  us  in  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  them.  Aconite  had  a  large  range  of  action,  but  it  also  acted 
specially  on  certain  parts  more  than  on  others.  The  first  homoeopathic  medi- 
cine he  had  ever  given  was  aconite,  and  he  was  much  struck  with  its  effects. 
Mr.  Clarke  stated,  that  some  years  ago  he  had  a  severe  sore-throat,  for 
which  a  brother  practitioner  of  the  old  school  recommended  him  to  take 
aconite.  He  directed  him  to  mix  six  drops  of  Pereira's  Tincture  of 
Aconite  with  a  dram  of  Soda  in  a  tumblerful  of  water,  and  to  gargle  his 
throat  with  this.  He  did  so,  and  immediately  experienced  acute  stabs  in 
the  throat  and  felt  very  drowsy,  though  he  was  not  aware  of  having 
swsdlowed  any  of  the  medicine.  He  thought  that  the  increase  of  the  circu- 
lation caused  by  aconite  was  a  secondary  effect,  that  its  primary  action 
was  on  the  nervous  system.  When  aconite  was  given  where  inflammation 
existed  it  had  a  decided  sedative  effect.  He  believed  it  acted  more  on 
serous  than  on  mucous  membranes ;  thus  it  was  a  better  remedy  for  pleu- 
ritis  and  peritonitis  than  for  tonsillitis  or  gastritis.  He  had  found  it  one 
of  the  best  remedies  for  allaying  nervous  irritability  and  for  producing 
repose,  even  where  no  arterial  excitement  existed.  When  he  found  himself 
in  this  state,  and  was  unable  to  sleep  at  night,  he  mixed  a  drop  or  two  of 
aconite  in  a  tumblerful  of  water  and  sipped  it  occasionally  till  he  fell  asleep. 
Mr.  Engall  had  a  patient,  a  clej-gymau,  who  used  to  suffer  froni 
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intense  headacbe  after  preaching ;  aconite  always  had  the  effect  of 
removing  it.  He  mentioned  a  case  which  seemed  to  shew  that  homcBO- 
pathic  medicine  did  not  act  unless  the  nerves  were  entire.  It  was  that  of  a 
man  who  had  been  paralysed  for  many  years  from  below  the  umbilicus. 
Ilomccopathic  medicines  did  not  produce  the  slightest  effect  on  his  bowels, 
which  never  could  be  opened  at  all  except  by  a  powerful  purge. 

Dr.  Chapman  said  there  were  some  singular  circumstances  that  shewed 
that  medicines  acted  differently  according  as  they  were  applied  to  different 
parts  of  the  body.  Thus,  some  poisons,  when  introduced  into  a  wound, 
killed  instantaneously,  whereas  they  might  be  taken  into  the  stomach 
with  impunity.  There  was  a  close  relation  existing  betwixt  the  disease 
and  the  remedy  homoeopathic  to  it^  In  tropical  regions  it  was  no  unusual 
thing  to  see  persons  who  had  been  much  affected  by  intermittents,  with 
their  spleen  extending  from  the  ribs  to  the  pelvis,  this  was  called  the 
aijxie  cake.  Bark  was  the  chief  specific  of  this  affection,  and  it  had  been 
observed  that  Bark  given  for  other  disorders  had  produced  similar  en- 
gorgements of  the  spleen.  In  the  Hahnemann  Hospital  a  patient  had  lately 
presented  himself  with  enlarged  spleen,  which  passed  away  under  the  use 
of  China.  Abernethy  published  a  book  upon  what  he  termed  pseudo- 
syphilis,  which  treated  of  the  cases  resembling  syphilis,  caused  by  mercury. 
He  believed  that  each  individual  medicine  acted  specifically  on  certain 
organs.  The  parts  most  under  the  influence  of  aconite  were  the  heart  and 
the  brain.  He  had  frequently  seen  aconite  reduce  the  pulse  in  inflamma- 
tion in  six  or  seven  hours.  Very  shortly  after  he  had  begun  to  enquire 
into  homoeopathy  he  was  sent  for  to  see  a  man  affected  with  incipient 
apoplexy ;  the  face  was  livid,  the  eyes  staring,  he  could  not  stand,  and 
his  pulse  was  throbbing  violently.  He  took  out  his  lancet  to  bleed  him, 
when  he  discovered  that  he  had  a  large  anthrax  in  his  wrist.  Now 
ullopathically  the  apoplexy  indicated  bleeding,  but  the  anthrax  indicated 
Burk,  Wine,  &c.  He  thought  that  under  these  circumstances  he  would 
try  what  homoeopathy  would  do,  and  he  gave  the  man  aconite  every 
hulf-hour.  In  the  evening  he  was  out  of  danger,  and  the  anthrax  was 
speedily  cured  by  lacheds,  carho  vegetahilis,  &c.  Aconite  often  acted 
homoeopathically  in  cases  where  allopathists  would  not  bleed ;  thus  it 
was  very  useful  in  nervous  apoplexy.  If  we  call  aconite  a  substitute  for 
the  lancet ;  we  can  at  least  apply  it  in  a  much  greater  variety  of  diseases 
than  we  can  V.  S.  But  homoeopathy  was  rich  in  medicines  for  apoplexy, 
and  had  one  for  a  every  different  variety.  He  did  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  have  a  different  remedy  for  every  different  stage  of  a  disease;  the 
triumph  of  art  consisted  in  curing  a  disease  with  one  remedy  only. 

Eighteenth  Ordinary  Meeting,  March  18th,  1861. —The  subject  for 
discussion  this  evening  was  announced  to  be  small-pox  and  its  treatment. 

Dr.  Epps  observed  that  vaccinia  and  small-pox  very  rarely  travelled 
together.  If  a  person  was  vaccinated,  but  about  the  same  time  exposed 
to  the  infection  of  smallpox,  it  sometimes  happened  that  the  vaccinia  only 
ciiuic  o\i  utter  the  small-}K>x  had  run  its  course. 
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Mr.  Hands  stated  tliat  opwards  of  twenty  yean  ago  he  had  Taocinated 
a  good  many  eases  of  sniaD-pox  on  the  first  uiTasion  of  the  disease,  and  he 
Iband  that  after  the  small-pox  had  ran  its  eoorse  the  Tmccbua  often 
ai^peared  and  ran  through  ha  stages. 

Dr.  Dodgeon  obserred,  that  a  case  the  opposite  of  those  just  mentioned 
had  recently  been  broogfat  under  his  attention.  The  parents  of  a  young 
lady  at  a  boarding-school  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  who  had  small- 
pox in  their  house,  distant  some  hundred  miles  firom  town,  became  appre- 
hensive lest  their  daughter  should  catch  small-pox,  and  sent  her  in  a  letter 
some  vaccine  matter.  Three  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  vaccine,  she  was 
vaeeinated  with  it ;  the  cow-pox  ran  its  usual  course,  bat  no  sooner  had 
the  scabs  formed  than  symptoms  of  small-pox  appeared,  and  she  had  a 
pretty  smart  attack  of  that  disease,  which  left  traces  of  its  severity  in  her 
Iboe.  As  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  there  was  no  smaU-pox  prevalent  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  school  where  this  young  lady  was,  she  must  therefore 
in  all  probability  have  caught  the  infection  from  this  same  letter  that 
brought  the  vaccine  ftom  the  infected  house  in  the  country,  and  the  dis- 
ease must  have  lain  latent  in  her  system  while  the  vaccinia  ran  its  course. 
She  had  been  already  vaccinated  in  infiincy. 

Dr.  Epps  stated,  that  in  the  SmaU-pox  Hospital  once  on  a  time,  it  was 
found  that  all  the  children  who  were  vaccinated  there  got  smaD-pox  in 
place  of  cow-pox.  It  was  at  first  supposed  that  the  vaccine  matter  was  at 
fkult,  but  fresh  vaccine  produced  the  same  result.  The  children  were  vac- 
cinated in  a  portion  of  the  building  where  there  were  small-pox  patients, 
and  the  air  being  impregnated  with  the  variolous  virus,  the  act  of  vaccina- 
tion permitted  the  entrance  into  the  system  of  this  virus,  which  being  more 
powerful  than  the  vaccinia,  produced  small-pox  instead  of  cow-pox.  When 
this  was  discovered,  the  children  were  afterwards  vaccinated  in  a  part  of  the 
building  where  there  were  no  cases  of  small-pox,  and  they  had  proper  cow- 
pox.  Vaccination  performed  after  the  invasion  of  small-pox,  undoubtedly 
exercised  a  modifying  influence  in  that  disease.  He  had  observed  a  curious 
circumstance  relative  to  vaccination.  When  a  child  was  vaccinated  and 
the  disease  did  not  take,  if  it  was  again  vaccinated  after  two  months  or 
even  longer,  and  the  vaccination  took  effect,  he  had  noticed  that  the 
vaccine  vesicle  was  as  far  advanced  at  the  eighth  day  as  it  usually  was  on 
the  tenth,  shewing  that  a  certain  change  had  been  produced  by  the  first 
vaccination,  though  it  had  manifested  no  signs  of  its  influence  at  the  time. 
He  believed  that  many  cases  of  malignant  and  fatal  typhus  were  produced 
by  medical  men  bleeding  and  purging  and  otherwise  depleting  patients 
who  had  the  premonitory  symptom  of  small  pox  and  other  exanthematous 
fevers,  whereby  the  eruption  was  checked  in  its  development 

Dr.  Curie  said,  he  had  witnessed  a  fearful  epidemic  of  small-pox  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  It  affected  chiefly  the  poor,  though  the  rich  were  not 
spared.  At  that  time  ha  vaccinated  people  by  thousands.  He  saw  a  great 
many  cases  of  small-pox  occurring  in  persons  who  had  been  vaccinated, 
and  in  them  the  disease  offered  great  varieties.  Solnetimes  it  was  as  severe 
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as  if  they  had  never  been  vaccinated  ;  persons  even  who  had  had  natural 
small-pox  of  great  severity  were  occasionally  attacked,  and  had  the  dis- 
ease as  badly  as  at  first  About  one  in  ten  of  the  cases  had  been  vacci- 
nated, but  still  they  could  not  help  acknowledging  at  the  time,  that  vacci- 
nation was  a  great  blessing,  for  very  few  of  those  who  had  been  vaccinated 
died,  and  very  few  of  them  had  confluent  small-pox.  Some  cases  that 
appeared  very  bad  at  first,  afterwards  assumed  a  milder  form.  In  this  epi- 
demic he  had  witnessed  both  the  antiphlogistic  and  the  stimulant  methods 
of  treatment,  but  he  had  soon  abandoned  both  these  methods  from  the 
fatal  consequences  that  followed  them.  He  did  not  approve  of  allowing  the 
patient  to  be  exposed  to  cold  air,  as  he  considered  that  was  attended  with 
very  bad  effects.  He  then  detailed  the  case  of  the  house  surgeon  of  the 
Hahnemann  hospital,  who  had  had  a  severe  attack  of  small-pox,  from 
which  he  had  just  recovered.* 

Dr.  Henriques  had  witnessed  a  good  deal  of  the  treatment  of  small-poz  in 
tiie  old  system.  He  believed  the  expectant  system  to  be  the  best.  There 
was  he  believed  no  specific  for  small-pox  known  in  homceopathy. 

Dt,  Curie  said,  that  if  Dr.  Henriques  meant  there  was  no  mode  of 
strangling  small-pox  he  agreed  with  him,  but  much  might  be  done  to 
modify  its  various  stages. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  said,  that  little  had  been  spoken  to-night  about  the 
homoeopathic  treatment  of  small-pox.  On  looking  over  the  records  of 
homoeopathic  treatment,  he  had  been  struck  by  the  discrepancy  that  existed 
with  respect  to  the  medicinal  treatment  of  variola.  One  physician  spoke 
of  one  medicine  as  having  never  failed  him,  another  had  found  no  effect 
from  the  same  remedy,  but  had  found  some  other  efficacious.  He  believed 
the  cause  of  this  discrepancy  arose  from  the  variety  in  the  character  of  the 
epidemic  and  of  individual  cases  of  small-pox.  Many  epidemics  were 
mild,  others  were  severe ;  some  accompanied  by  sthenia,  others  more  by 
asthenia.  Different  remedies  would  of  course  be  required  to  meet  these 
different  characters  of  the  disease.  Again,  he  had  observed  that  in  the 
records  of  cases  where  the  disease  was  said  to  have  been  wonderfully 
cut  short  by  the  treatment  adopted,  it  was  seldom  if  ever  stated  if  the 
patient  liad  previously  been  vaccinated.  Now  this  was  a  point  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  be  attended  to.  He  had  witnessed  a  case  of  the 
most  violent  confluent  small-pox,  ushered  in  with  the  most  intense  febrile 
symptoms,  in  which  the  pustules  died  away  in  a  remarkably  short  space  of 
time,  and  left  few  or  no  permanent  marks.  In  this  case  the  disease  was 
modified  by  the  influence  of  the  previous  vaccination.  From  this  and 
similar  facts  he  believed  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  before-hand  whether 
the  disease  would  be  severe  or  slight.  As  to  cutting  short  a  case  of 
natural  small-pox,  he  believed  that  to  be  a  delusion.  From  what  he  had 
stated  it  would  be  evident  that  there  could  be  no  one  specific  for  small-pox, 
but  there  were  he  believed  many  epidemics  in  which  some  remedy  was 

*  This  case  has  already  boon  reported  in  the  IJoinaoimthic  Tutms. 
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capable  of  exerting  a  powerful  influence  on  the  result  of  the  disease,  and 
the  excellence  of  homoeopathy  was  to  be  judged  of,  not  by  its  power  of 
cutting  short  diseases  of  this  character  with  certain  definite  stages,  but  of 
rendering  the  varions  stages  mild,  and  of  saying  the  lives  of  a  greater 
proportion  of  cases  than  was  done  by  any  other  method  of  treatment. 
The  effects  of  tartar  emetic,  to  which  attention  had  been  drawn  by 
Dr.  Liedbeck  in  the  British  Jowmal  cf  HonuBopathy,  corresponded  very 
closely  to  some  of  the  symptoms  of  small-pox.  Not  to  mention  the  general 
symptoms  common  to  both,  tartar  emetic,  as  was  well  known,  was  capable 
c^  exciting  specific  pustules  on  the  skin,  very  similar  to  those  of  variola, 
and  which  might,  as  Dr.  Lichtenstein  had  shown,  be  propagated  by 
inoculation  from  one  individual  to  another^  and  were,  according  to  that 
author,  prophylactic  against  small-pox.  Vaccinine  had  been  employed 
internally  by  several  homoeopathists  apparently  with  excellent  effect. 
Gross  and  Rummel  had  both  spoken  highly  of  its  virtue,  and  Bethraann 
had  observed,  that  in  cases  of  variola  treated  by  vaccinine  the  cicatrices  did 
not  become  so  blue  in  the  open  air,  nor  leave  such  deep  pits.  Another 
similar  remedy,  which  had  long  ago  been  recommended  by  Attomyr  and 
Tietze  for  variola,  viz.,  varioUne,  which  these  gentlemen  had  used  in  the 
30th  dilution,  had  recently  been  revived  by  Surgeon  Schnappauf,  who  had 
experienced  excellent  effects  from  its  use,  in  the  first  dilution,  in  two 
epidemics  of  variola  that  had  recently  prevaDed  in  Dresden.  He  had 
treated  above  20  cases  with  this  remedy  alone,  and  all  successfully.  Trinks 
corroborates  his  assertion.  Bonninghausen  had  recommended  thti^a  5200 
for  the  cure  and  prophylaxis  of  small-pox ;  he  spoke  of  it  as  infallible  in  an 
epidemic  that  prevailed  at  Miinster,  and  stated  that  its  administration 
would  supersede  altogether  the  necessity  for  vaccination.  Trinks  asserted 
that  in  the  epidemics  in  Dr^en  just  alluded  to,  neither  tJiuja  nor  tartar 
emetic  were  of  the  slightest  use.  Hartmann  alleged  that  mercuritu  had 
never  failed  him  in  the  suppurative  period  of  small-pox.  Trinks  said  that 
opium  was  specific  in  the  accompanying  ptyalism.  He  (Dr.  D.)  had 
treated  several  cases  of  modified  small-pox  homoeopathically,  one  recently 
in  the  Hahnemann  Hospital.  This  was  a  disease  that  generally  gave 
very  little  trouble,  and  most  cases  would  do  very  well  with  a  minimum  of 
treatment.  One  case  he  had  recently  had  of  natural  small-pox  where  he 
was  not  successful.  It  was  that  of  a  very  sickly  ricketty  child,  between 
6  and  7  years  old,  who  had  been  subject  since  his  birth  to  the  most  violent 
cough  and  diarrhceas,  and  scrofulous  inflammation  of  the  eyes;  He  had 
always  advised  and  urged  the  mother  to  have  the  child  vaccinated,  but 
this  she  always  neglected  doing,  as  she  had  a  prejudice  against  it.  The  child 
took  small-pox  of  the  most  frightful  confluent  character,  not  a  portion  of 
the  body  but  what  was  covered  by  the  eruption.  It  died  quite  suddenly, 
before  the  pustules  had  come  to  maturity. 

Dr.  Epps  said  he  could  never  cease  wondering  at  the  admirable  effects  of 
homoeopathic  treatment  in  small -pox.  Laehesis  and  hepar  produced  the 
mo:9t  beautiful  crusts  where  there  was  any  difficulty  about  the  formation  of 
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them,  and  in  some  cases  of  delicate  children  the  desiccating  stage  was  the 
most  dangerous  of  all ;  no  crusts  would  form,  an  unhealthy  ichor  exuded 
from  the  eruption,  and  the  patients  began  to  sink.  Lachesis  in  such  cases 
was  most  efficacious.  In  one  street  there  had  recently  been  four  cases  of 
small-pox,  three  of  these  treated  allopatliically  died^  the  fourth  and  worst 
case  of  all  was  treated  homoeopathically  and  recovered. 

Twenty-second  Ordinary  Meeting ,  June  3,  1861. — Dr.  Martins  read  an 
Essay  on  the  Yellow  Fever  and  its  homcBopathic  treatment.   (Vide  p.  435.) 

Dr.  Martins,  in  reply  to  questions  from  various  members,  stated  that 
with  respect  to  the  comparative  mortality  from  yellow  fever  under  allo- 
pathic and  homoeopathic  treatment,  he  could  only  judge  by  a  comparison 
with  the  statistics  furnished  by  the  allopathic  hospitals,  and  in  these  the 
mortality  from  the  same  epidemic  ranged  from  16  to  30  per  cent.,  whereas 
theirs  was  less  than  7  per  cent. ;  he  admitted  that  there  might  be  a  greater 
mortality  in  the  hospitals  than  occurred  with  patients  treated  allopathically 
nt  their  own  houses,  but  certainly  allowing  for  that,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  their  treatment  had  been  much  more  successful  than  that  of  their 
opponents,  and  the  confidence  that  homceopathy  gained  with  the  public 
was  such,  that  as  they  would  observe  from  the  statement  he  had  read, 
upwards  of  3000  patients  demanded  the  services  of  the  three  homoeopathic 
practitioners  in  the  town.  Both  of  his  fellow  practitioners  had  been 
allopaths,  who  were  converted  to  homoeopathy  by  witnessing  his  success  in 
the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  the  yellow  fever.  One  of  these  was  attached 
to  the  police,  and  the  other  was  a  practitioner  of  some  eminence  and 
reputation  among  his  colleagues  before  he  had  embraced  homoeopathy,  but 
afterwards  they  found  out  that  of  course  he  had  always  been  a  stupid 
fellow.  The  doses  of  the  medicines  mentioned  as  useful  in  the  pestilence  were 
the  fourth  or  fifth  dilutions.  He  stated  that  he  could  get  official  returns  of 
the  number  of  deaths  he  had  had  from  the  police  authorities,  but  that 
would  not  tell  the  per  centage  out  of  the  number  treated.  A  great  many 
of  the  cases  he  had  treated  never  went  beyond  the  first  stage,  and  the 
])rognosis  was  very  unfavourable  if  they  went  into  the  third  stage  ;  almost 
the  only  medicine  to  which  they  could  trust  in  the  black  vomit  was 
argenium  nitricum. 

Dr.  Henriques  stated  it  was  a  curious  coincidence  that  in  the  yellow 
fever  of  the  West  Indies  the  allopathic  practitioners  found  two  of  the  same 
remedies  that  Dr.  Martins  had  alluded  to  useful  in  this  disease,  viz., 
mercury  and  nitrate  ofsUver, 

Dr.  Martins  further  proceeded  to  give  an  account  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  homoeopathy  in  Brazil,  which  did  not  materially  differ  from  what 
we  have  already  detailed  in  this  Journal  (vol.  vii,"!).  630),  except  that  in 
place  of  there  being  but  one  homoeopathic  establishment  now  in  Rio  there 
are  two,  the  latter  one,  the  Homoeopathic  Academy,  having  Dr.  Martins 
for  its  president.  He  stated  that  it  was  quite  true  that  the  Homoeopathic 
Institute  conferred  diplomas,  but  these  diplomas  had  not  the  least  legal 
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weight,  and  bomoeopathists  as  well  as  allopathists  were  forced  to  obtain  tbc 
legal  qualification  to  practise  from  the  old  faculties  of  medicine. 

Homaopathy  in  Turkey, 

£xt]*act  from  a  Letter  from  one  of  the  Consuls  at  Smyrna  to  Dr.  ScriTen, 

of  Dublin. 
It  is  painful  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  enquiries,  that  Homoeopathy  is 
neither  known  nor  enquired  after  in  this  country,  and  naturally  still  less 
practised.  My  family  and  some  of  my  friends  know  it  to  be  good,  and 
report  brings  from  Europe  the  tidings  of  its  progress ;  but  few  feel  the 
desire,  I  might  Bay  the  necessity,  of  homoeopathy,  although  all  agree  in 
condemning  allopathy.  This  is  to  me  not  a  matter  of  great  wonder,  but 
of  great  regret.  In  this  country  Europeans  are  intent  on  making  money 
in  all  classes  and  professions,  doctors  as  well  merchants  having  almost  no 
interest  in  the  improvement  of  this  country,  excepting  in  what  touches 
their  immediate  comfort  The  distance  between  European  civilization 
and  Turkish  endeavour  to  follow  it  daily  iucreases.     I  had  been  told  that 

a  French  doctor,  M. ,  was  practising  homceopathy  in  Constantinople, 

and  I  paid  him  a  visit.     My  disappointment  was  great.     He  offered  to 
treat  diseases  in  whatever  way  the  patients  preferred,   by  allopathy, 
hydropathy,  or  homoeopathy,  and  after  some  observations  affirmed  that 
homceopathic  medicines  can  be  mixed  together  and  produce  good  effects. 
Such  a  scientific  knowledge  was  too  much,  and  I  withdrew.    [This  mon- 
strosity, we  believe,  may  be  witnessed  by  the  curious  without  taking  a 
journey  to  Turkey.]     In  the  annals  of  homoeopathy  Turkey  must  still  be 
left  a  blank.    In  the  interior  of  Asia  there  are  two  poor  Greek  doctors 
who  feel  some  interest  in  it,  and  I  procured  them  some  books  and  medi- 
cines ;  but  no  mention  need  be  made  of  such  a  trifling  beginning,  time 
only  will  prove  the  result.     Had  I  time  I  should  translate  into  Greek 
some  elementary  works.     The  task  is  arduous,  and  I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  find  a  co-operator.     In  a  tour  I  made  last  year  to  Europe,  I  tried 
my  utmost  to  get  a  homceopathic  doctor  to  come  here  and  settle ;  the^ 
have  too  much  to  do  however,  and  I  could  not  succeed    Some  doctors  in 
Paris  and  M.  Charge  of  Marseilles  have  promised  to  try  and  send  me  one. 
If  I  may  be  allowed  to  think  of  my  own  little  experience,  the  natural  law 
simitia  simitibus  eurantur  is  as  true  here  as  anywhere  else.     I  may  even 
add  that  the  effects  of  homceopathic  medicines  are  still  more  sensible,  more 
easy  to  point  out,  than  in  colder  climates.      In  the  prevalent  season- 
fevers  of  spring  and  autumn  and  in  those  of  a  typhus  character  homoeopa- 
thic treatment  proved  a  most  powerful  agent  to  restore  health.  In  uterine 
diseases,  so  numerous  and  complicated  in  this  country,  homoeopathy  has 
succeeded  wonderfully,  even  after  ten  or  twelve  years'  ti'eatment  by  the 
old  system.  In  the  cholera,  and  in  fact  in  all  forms  of  diseases,  I  have 
been  able  to  study  and  to  test  the  law,  and  its  application  is  as  mathe- 
matical as  the  laws  by  which  the  motions  of  the  spheres  in  astronomy  are 
calculated  before-hand. 
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Analysis  of  Cases  treated  at  the  London  Humosopathic  Hospital, 
from  April  10(A,  1800,  to  April  Qth,  1851. 
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Tlte  Univergity  of  Edinburgh  and  Candidates/or  their 

degree  ofM.D. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Popb's  Statement  rdative  to  Ail  Exanutiation  before  ihir 

Medical  Faadty  of  the  Vntverutg  of  Edinburgh, 

The  M  edical  Faculty  of  tbis  university  have,  it  appears,  decided,  that  tr 
Baf  of  tbeir  candidates  intend  to  investigale  the  merits  of  homoeopetliy,  tliey 
ehall  be  remitted,  until  such  iavestigation  eball  have  satisfied  them  of  the 
fallacy  of  this  proscribed  system  of  medicine.  I  am,  I  believe,  tlie  first 
who  has  lost  the  degree  of  H.D.  imder  these  circumstancea,  and  since  this 
is  the  case,  my  iriends  have  thought  it  right  tiist  I  nbould  give  as  correct 
ftn  account  as  possible  of  all  that  was  said  to  me  at  the  examination  on 
this  point ;  and  therefore,  without  any  further  remarks,  I  will  proceed  to 
the  matter  in  Iiand. 

During  the  first  part  of  my  examination  no  reference  was  mude  to 
bomieopathy,  and  it  was  not  until  afler  Dr.  Christison  had  examined  me 
on  Materia  Medica,  and  expressed  himself  as  satisfied  with  me  on  that 
point,  that  he  put  the  following  questiou ;— He  said  (as  nearly  as  I  c«ii 
recollect),  "  I  have  been  informed,  Hr.  Pope,  by  a  coUengue,  that  jrou 
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Are  intending  to  practice  honuBopathically  ;  now  I  don't  believe  it ;  but 
tell  me,  is  it  the  case  P  "  I  replied,  that  I  could  not  give  a  deciuve  answer 
until  I  had  fully  studied  the  subject,  which  I  had  determined  to  do,  as  I 
felt  it  to  be  a  duty,  seeing  that  so  many  men,  of  acknowledged  talent,  were 
daily  becoming  converts  to  this  new  system.  Mr.  Syme,  who  was  present, 
then  asked  me  if  I  would  bum  my  diploma,  or  return  it  to  them,  if 
I  became  convinced  of  the  truth  of  homoeopathy?  To  which  I  replied, 
that  I  saw  no  necessity  for  doing  so,  considering,  as  I  did,  that  my 
diploma  was  merely  an  attestation  of  the  amount  of  medical  knowledge 
to  which  I  have  attained.  Mr.  Syme  then  said  that  he  could  not  see  how 
any  honest  man  could  practise  homoeopathically  and  call  liimself  a  doctor 
of  medicine  of  a  university  which  repudiates  him.  After  this  Mr.  Syme 
remarked  that  they  had  nothing  more  to  say  to  me  there,  but  that  they 
were  quite  satisfied  with  the  examination.  When  I  had  been  examined  on  the 
remaining  subjects,  1  requested  the  porter  to  obtain  my  discharge  for  me, 
on  which  I  was  told  to  return  to*morrow,  at  4  p.  m  .,  when  there  was  to  be 
an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  medical  faculty.  The  next  day  I  waited 
at  the  university  from  4  p.  M.  to  6  p.  m.,  when  the  meeting  terminated, 
and  I  was  informed,  by  Dr.  Balfour,  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  that  he  was 
desired  by  the  Medical  Faculty  to  announce  to  me,  that  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  my  examination,  and  in  the  second  place,  that  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  the  line  of  practice  which  I  intended  to  adopt.  I  then  said, 
that  I  did  not  understand  what  was  meant  by  the  first  part  of  the  objection 
raised  against  me  by  the  faculty,  as  last  evening  all  the  examinaton 
seemed  perfectly  satisfied  with  me.  On  this  Dr.  B.  told  me  that  I  knew 
very  well  that  I  was  very  deficient  in  medical  jurisprudence  and  surgery, 
and  that  I  should  at  least  require  to  be  re-examined  on  these  subjects. 
I  then  asked  him  if  the  medical  faculty  would  require  any  thing  more  of 
me  than  my  examination  if  I  came  up  again  in  July.  ''  Oh,''  said  he, 
'<  we  shall  want  to  know  whether  you  intend  to  give  the  decillionth  of  a 
grain  of  Nux  Vomica  or  one  or  two  grains,  which  is  the  ordinary  dose." 
Said  he,  ''  You  know  quite  well  that  we  grant  degrees  here  licensing  to 
practise  that  system  of  medicine  which  is  at  present  established^  and 
therefore  we  must  know  whether  yon  intend  to  do  so  before  you  oan 
graduate."  I  told  Dr.  B.  that  I  had  a  perfect  right  to  study  what 
I  chose,  and  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  study  homoeopathy.  To  which 
he  replied,  <'  But  what  is  the  necessity  if  you  are  satisfied  that  yon  can 
do  good  with  what  has  been  taught  you,  and  particularly  if  you  hold  the 
degree  of  M.  D."  To  this  I  replied,  that  if  any  one  ofiered  me  a  method 
of  treatment  by  which  I  had  a  greater  chance  of  curing  my  patients  dian 
that  which  is  at  present  in  vogue,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  investigate  it. 
*'  WeU,"  said  the  Dean,  ^*  yon  must  certainly  know  whether  you  intend 
to  practise  homoeopathically  or  not,  yon  must  be  quite  decided  on  that 
point,  and  as  I  am  merely  teUing  yon  what  I  have  been  desired  to  do  by 
the  senatus :  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  to  you."     After  this  of  course  I 
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left.  My  remission,  or  **reponcinent,"  is  therefore  grounded  on  a  want  of 
sufficient  knowledge  of  surgery  and  medical  jurisprudence,  and  on  my 
most  decided  determination  to  investigate  homoeopathy  most  carefully  and 
impartially.  With  regard  to  the  first  objection  to  my  graduation  1  wish 
it  to  be  observed  that,  were  that  a  real  objection  I  should  have  been 
apprised  of  it  on  the  evening  of  examination,  for  1  have  the  highest 
authority  for  stating  that  a  rejection  for  want  of  knowledge  was  never  re- 
mitted to  au  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  faculty,  but  done  at  once  at  the 
examination— two  or  three  professors  club  their  heads  together  at  the  time 
and  the  thing  is  done.  I  had  understood  that  Professor  Miller,  who 
examined  me  on  surgery,  was  satisfied  with  me,  but  he  has  since  informed 
me  that  I  was  '^  rusty"  on  some  points.  I  can,  however,  honestly  state 
that  there  was,  I  believe,  only  one  question  out  of  a  great  many  that  he 
asked  me,  which  I  did  not  answer. 

More  than  one  of  the  professors  have  confessed  to  friends  of  mine  that 
my  examination  was  unexceptionable.  But  Prof.  Miller  stated  to  me, 
personally,  that  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  pass  me  in  July,  were  I  con- 
vinced by  that  time  of  the  fallacy  of  infinitesimal  doses.  YolunteeriDg 
this  information  out  of  private  friendship,  and  hoping  that  I  would  make 
no  further  use  of  it ;  an  amount  of  consideration  which  so  much  friendship 
and  so  little  wisdom  cannot  look  for  at  my  hands. 

The  above  facts  are  I  think  sufficient  to  prove  that  it  is  not  from  a 
deficiency  in  professional  knowledge  that  I  have  been  remitted^  but  solely 
on  account  of  my  fixed  determination  to  study  homceopathy. 

37,  Clemens  Street,  Leamington, 
June  21,  1851. 

[The  following  letter  has  been  written  by  our  colleague  on  the  above 
subject.    Eds.] 

Letter  from  Dr.  Russell  on  the  conduct  of  the  Edinburgh  Examiners. 

Edinburgh,  June  17. 
My  dear  Drtsdale,— A  matter  has  just  come  to  my  knowledge 
afifecting  so  vitally  the  future  course  of  homoeopathy  that  1  lose  no  time 
in  acquainting  you  with  it.  One  of  our  most  industrious  and  conscientious 
students  has  been  plucked  at  his  second  examination  avowedly  on  accouut 
of  his  having  a  leaning  to  homoeopathy.  After  going  throngli  as  creditable 
an  examination  as  nine-tenths  of  those  who  passed,  he  was  distinctly  asked 
by  Professors  Syme  and  Christison,  whether  he  meant  to  practise  homoeo- 
pathically,  he  replied,  he  intended  to  study  it  at  all  events,  and  he  was 
then  told  that  in  that  case  he  would  be  expected  to  return  his  diploma. 
After  a  full  meeting  of  the  medical  faculty,  he  was  informed  that  he  was 
rpjected.  There  is  no  doubt  this  is  the  beginning  of  preconcerted  tactics. 
It  seems  that  when  Dr.  Simpson  was  in  London  lately  he  heard  from 
many  quarters  that  Edinburgh  was  the  hot-bed  of  this  medical  heresy,  and 
he  gave  the  alarm  forthwith  to  his  colleagues.  Their  combined  wisdom 
could  invent  no  better  plan  of  putting  an  end  to  this  fatal  dissemination  of 
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the  doctrines  of  Hahneniaan  than  resorting  to  the  old  often-tried  method 
of  persecuting  those  who  are  inclined  to  the  new  failh.  The  folly,  erimi- 
nnlity,  and  cruelty  of  this  act  are  upon  a  par.  In  onr  day  men  were 
rejected  for  knowing  too  little,  not  too  much.  Now  it  appean  that  all 
graduates  of  the  Univenity  of  Edinbiii^h  are  to  be  denied  the  just  testi- 
monial of  iheir  faithful  prosecution  of  the  prescribed  stadies,  for  a  diploma 
is  no  more,  unless  ihey  are  prepared  to  bind  themselves  by  a  solemn  promise 
never  to  advance  a  step  beyond 'the  lessons  taught  them  at  school.  Our 
professors  have  attained  the  end  of  all  knowledge,  and  have  promulgated  ■ 
gospel  in  strict  obedience  to  which  all  who  take  a  degree  are  to  bind 
themselves  to  walk  1  Have  they  not  advanced  a  step  beyond  their 
teachers  ?  And  are  they  quite  sure  that  their  successors  shall  not  overturn 
or  modify  any  of  the  doctrines  they  inculcate  P  The  folly  of  converting  an 
examination  of  knowledge  attained  into  a  confeesion  of  faith  presided  over 
by  a  body  of  inqutsitora  is  too  flagrant  not  to  be  instantly  felt  so  soon  as 
it  is  stated.  Nor  is  the  criminality  less  than  the  folly.  All  tests  are  Dct> 
for  tender  consciences.  It  is  eaey  for  a  student  to  deny  alt  knowledge  of 
liomteopathy  and  intention  of  practising  it,  while  yet  he  has  the  fixed  de- 
tcrmitiation  to  do  ?o  the  moment  he  gets  his  degree.  So  lliat  those  wlia 
sliould  do  all  they  can  to  strengthen  the  moral  force  of  the  yonng  mind,  to 
teach  it  honesty,  candour,  bravery,  nobility,  are  doing  tlieir  utmost  to  de- 
grade it  into  meanness,  deceit,  and  hypocrisy,  revolting  in  any  character, 
hut  doubly  so  in  the  highest  of  human  vocations,  which  I  look  upon  the 
true  physician's  as  being. 

The  cruelty  to  the  individual  by  this  gross  injustice  is  so  painful,  and 
rouses  such  a  sense  of  intense  indignation  against  those  who  have  mocked 
the  patient,  industrious,  sell'-deniant  competitor  for  the  hard-earned,  well- 
merited  prize  which  was  to  crown  his  tedious  four  years' course  of  enduring 
toil,  that  I  dare  not  venture  to  characterize  it  by  the  epithets  by  which  in 
other  cases  such  conduct  U  stigmatized,  lest  1  should  exceed  the  large 
license  of  bitter  phrases  which  tncse  very  Professors  have  t>een  allow ing 
....  .     .         ....  ...         .     ..     .    .,  i„jj 


themselves  in  their  recent  mutual  recriminations.  It  is  not  easy  ti 
calmly  of  the  long  cherished  hopes  of  youtli  suddenly  quenched  because  he 
was  too  manly  to  lie.  Whether  it  u  creditable  for  our  Professors  to  em- 
ploy spies  to  discover  the  leanings  uf  their  candidates,  1  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  gentlemen.  Sure  1  am,  that  the  professors  of  a  forroer 
generation  would  sooner  have  seen  their  halls  deserted  and  college  wall* 
crumble  into  ruins,  than  have  lent  tlicmoelves  to  a  work  so  intensely  re- 
volting to  all  lofty  minds. 

Foolish,  criminal,  cruel ;  it  will  hasten  what  they  wish  to  retard.  The 
world  will  not  stand  still  at  their  command.  And  so  long  as  homceopathy 
commands  the  belief  of  so  large  and  influential  a  public,  there  will  be  fo\ind 
physicians  to  practise  it;  and  if  our  alma  mater  becomes  an  aridii  nulrex 
and  refuses  to  supply  or  even  to  permit  the  knowledge  demandeil  by  the 
public,  other  institutions,  as  in  America,  will  be  formed  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  age,  and  our  once  famous  University,  from  being  merely  the  dormi- 
torv  ofkaming,  will  become  the  mausoleum  of  scient-c. 
Yours  faithfully, 

J.  RuTHERiTHr  RuePiiLL. 
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Hahnemann  s  Statue. 

A  letter  just  received  from  Dr.  Rummel,  of  Magdeburg,  informs  us  that 
the  foundation  stone  for  Hahnemann's  Monument  was  laid  at  Leipsuc,  on 
the  2drd  of  May.  There  were  deposited  beneath  it  the  earlier  writings  of 
the  illustrious  Founder  of  Homoeopathy,  a  medal  struck  to  commemorate 
the  50th  anniversary  of  his  doctorship,  portions  of  his  handwriting,  kjc,  &c. 
The  statue  is  on  its  way  from  Rome  to  Leipzic,  and  will,  as  we  before 
intimated,  be  uncovered  on  the  10th  of  August  next  The  committee 
publicly  invites  all  the  admirers  of  Hahnemann  of  all  countries,  medical 
and  unprofessional,  to  assist  at  the  ceremony  on  that  day,  and  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Homoeopathic  Central  Society  on  the  8th  and  0th  of  the 
same  month.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  large  gathering  of 
homoeopathists  on  the  occasion,  and  England  no  doubt  will  furnish  a 
consi(}erabIe  number  of  representatives.  Dr.  Rummel  informs  us  that  he 
believes  the  increased  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  statue,  occasioned  by  the 
change  of  locality  from  Cothen  to  Leipzic,  will  be  fully  covered  by  the 
sum  collected  by  Dr.  Dudgeon  for  that  purpose,  which  has  already  been 
announced  in  the  Homoeopathic  TimeSy  and  the  gross  amount  of  which 
is  £21  :  8. 


Homceopathy  at  Halifax, 

We  have  before  us  the  Report  of  a  Meeting  at  Halifax  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  house  of  recovery,  which  was  attended  by  sundry  allo- 
pathic practitioners  and  one  homoeopathic  practitioner,  our  worthy  friend 
Mr.  Ramsbotham.  A  certain  Dr.  Kenny  made  himself  on  this  occasion 
the  mouth-piece  of  allopathy,  and  took  upon  himself  to  object  to  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Ramsbotham  at  a  meeting  of  the  sort,  which  he  declared 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  do  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Edin- 
burgh College  of  Physicians  which  he  had  just  been  made  aware  of,  to 
which  he  acknowledged  allegiance,  and  according  to  which  no  regular 
practitioner  could  meet  a  homoeopathist  ''  without  derogating  from  his 
own  honour  and  from  the  honour  of  the  profession.''  It  turned  out  that 
a  great  many  of  the  non-professional  gentlemen  present,  from  whom  the 
"  sinews  of  war "  were  mainly  to  be  obtained,  were,  according  to  Dr. 
Kenny's  confession,  ''  more  or  less  favourers  of  homoeopathy,"  so  that 
apparently  the  allopathic  champion  did  not  receive  that  support  from  the 
meeting  in  his  attack  which  he  probably  desired  and  expected. 

On  first  reading  Dr.  Kenny's  gallant  assault  on  Mr.  Ramsbotham  we 
naturally  supposed  that  he  was  a  boixa-fide  fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  strayed  into  England, ''  a  sunbeam  that 
had  lost  its  way,"  and  to  satisfy  ourselves  we  examined  an  Edinburgh 
almanack,  but  we  find  no  such  name  in  the  list  of  this  illustrious  body  ;  and 
on  a  second  perusal  of  the  paper  it  seems  clear  to  us  that  the  worthy  Doctor's 
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wits  have  got  troubled  by  the  presence  of  so  many  gentlemen  of  the 
homoeopathic  persuasion,  and  that  in  his  confusion  he  has  confounded  two 
things  totally  different — the  University  of  Edinburgh,  from  which  he  holds 
his  degree,  and  the  College  of  Physicians.  There  is  no  more  relation 
between  the  two  than  there  is  between  the  Tailors'  Company,  of  London, 
and  the  London  University.  Like  the  Tailors'  Company,  the  College  of 
Physicians  is  a  chartered  body  and  has  a  monopoly  of  practice  in  the 
Cannongate  and  Potter's-row,  like  that  body  too,  it  gives  entertainments ; 
instead  of  dining  princes,  as  its  richer  analogue,  it  gives  ''  Thds  physiolo-. 
giqnes  ou  chimiques  "  once  a  month  to  its  native  citizens ;  they  are  both 
accused  of  encouraging  the  sweating  system  too ;  the  sign  of  the  one  is  a 
goose,  and  the  sign  of  the  other  a  serpent.  But  with  diplomas,  or  learn- 
ing of  any  kind,  the  College  of  Physicians  has  no  more  to  do  than  the 
Tailors,  and  we  never  heard  of  any  of  the  latter,  from  the  memorable 
three  who  constituted  themselves  the  people  of  England,  to  Alton  Locke, 
Tailor  and  Poet,  who  pretended  to  great  degrees  in  art  or  science  of  any 
kind. 

We  are  very  well  pleased  that  this  wonderful  ordnance  of  the  Royal 
College  should  have  been  fired  off  so  soon  in  Yorkshire ;  it  was  found  to 
be  loaded  with  nothing  but  blank  cartridge,  and  although  from  the  strong 
smell  of  sulphur  it  may  have  annoyed  the  assembly  where  it  was  dis- 
charged, it  is  not  likely  to  be  again  attempted,  for  Dr.  Kenny  probably 
recollects  the  reply  given  by  the  ostler  whom  his  friend  found  pining 
instead  of  fattening,  when  asked  how  he,  a  Yorkshireman,  did  not  contrive 
to  extract  more  from  his  master,  that  ''  master  was  Yorkshire  too."  The 
other  pretensions  of  Dr.  Kenny,  when  curiously  investigated,  may  turn  out 
as  spurious  as  fellowship  of  the  College  of  Physicians.  In  Edinburgh  the 
College  of  Physicians  has  become  from  this  act  an  universal  laughing- 
stock, and  we  understand  from  good  authority  that  the  members  are 
ahready  vexed  at  the  miscarriage  of  their  plans  (although  presided  over 
by  the  great  midwife  of  the  day)  and  throw  the  blame  upon  the  mis* 
management  of  their  Secretary,  whose  foolish  impertinence  to  Professor 
Henderson  put  the  whole  College  in  a  false  position  at  the  outset. 

Professor  Henderson  and  the  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical 

Science, 

*'  Alleged  Toleration  of  Homaopathy  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the 

Edinburgh  Umveraity, 

''  As  much  blame  has  been  imputed  to  the  professors  of  the  University  for 
their  alleged  apathy  in  regard  to  the  homceopathic  perversion  of  a  col- 
league, we  think  it  right  to  state  that  the  medical  faculty  have  done  all 
that  was  in  their  power.  Several  years  ago^  when  it  became  known  that 
Dr,  Henderson  was  treating  acute  infiammatnry  affections  by  the  adminis- 
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tration  ot*  globules,  in  the  clinical  wards  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  the 
medical  faculty  having  in  vain  remonstrated  with  him,  intimated  to  the 
managers  of  the  Hospital  that  they  did  not  wish  he  should  any  longer  act 
as  one  of  the  Professors  of  clinical  medicine,  and  he  was  dismissed 
accordingly.  As  to  the  professorship  of  general  pathology,  the  medical 
faculty  have  no  power  in  the  way  of  appointment  or  dismiftsal ;  hut  we 
have  no  doubt  that  if  it  ever  came  to  their  knowledge  that  Dr.  Henderson 
was  making  his  lectures  from  this  chair  the  vehicle  of  Homceopathic  doc- 
trines, they  would  petition  the  patrons  for  his  removal.  The  testimony  of 
students  who  have  attended  this  course  assures  us  there  has  hitherto  been 
no  ground  for  any  such  complaint ;  and  so  long  as  this  is  the  case,  we  do 
not  see  how  the  medical  faculty  can  take  cognizance  of  the  principles 
upon  which  their  colleague  chooses  to  conduct  his  private  practice." — 
(From  the  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  June  1851.) 

Dr.  Henderson  has  the  following  remarks  to  make  on  the  foregoing 
paragraph,  apparently  from  the  pen  of  a  member  of  the  medical  faculty  of 
the  University  of  Edinburgh : — 

That  he  was  dismissed  is  not  true;  but  on  the  contrary,  in  the  utmost 
possible  degree  at  variance  with  the  truth,  as  a  very  brief  statement  of  the 
facts  will  shew.  Soon  after  he  had  begun  to  employ  homceopathic  reme- 
dies in  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Henderson  was  waited  on 
by  a  Committee  of  the  Managers,  including  Lord  Med  win,  the  late  Mr. 
Whigham,  advocate,  and  the  late  Mr.  Richard  McKenzie,  writer  to  the 
signet,  who  informed  him  that  the  managers  had  been  apprised  of  the  new 
practice  he  had  introduced  into  the  Infirmary,  and  that  this  deputation 
of  their  body  had  been  sent  to  request  that  he  would  discontinue  such 
practice,  and  prescribe  those  remedies  only  which  were  employed  by 
the  profession  at  large.  Dr.  Henderson's  reply  was,  that  he  could  not 
remain  in  the  situation  of  Physician  to  the  Infirmary,  or  of  Professor  of 
Clinical  Medicinci  unless  he  were  unfettered  in  the  selection  of  his  reme- 
dies, and  that  as  the  managers  had  deprived  him  of  that  liberty  he  would 
quit  the  office  he  held,  as  soon  as  the  course  of  lectures  he  was  engaged  in 
delivering  should  come  to  a  close.  That  resolution  he  kept,  notwithstan- 
ding the  repeated  and  urgent  solicitations  of  a  leading  member  of  the 
medical  faculty,  whose  letters  on  the  subject  are  still  in  Dr.  Henderson's 
possession. 

The  Hahnemann  Hospital, 
A  Fancy  Bazaab  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  above  hospital  was  held  in 
the  Hanover  Square  Concert  Rooms,  on  the  12th  and  Idth  of  June,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Duchess  of  Kent  and  many  ladies  of  rank,  several  of 
whom  officiated  at  the  stalls.  The  weather  was  unfortunately  extremely 
unpropitious  ;  and  therefore,  although  the  display  of  ladies'  work  was  of 
the  most  brilliant  and  attractive  description,  the  amount  realized  was 
not  so  great  as  it  might  have  been  under  more  favourable  curcumstances. 
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The  sum  obtained  was  about  £500.  We  arc  glad  to  state  that  the  hospital 
is  in  excellent  working  condition.  Forty-five  beds  are  made  up  m  it,  and 
these  are  generally  all  occupied,  and  the  attendance  of  out-patients  is 
very  numerous.  A  report  is  about  to  be  published,  which  will  soon  be  in 
the  bands  of  all  the  subscribers.  Clinical  lectures  have  been  given  by 
several  of  the  medical  officers,  which  have  been  respectably  attended,  and 
several  enquirers  have  lately  been  watching  the  practice  in  the  hospital 
with  great  assiduity. 


Resohitions  against  Homoeopathy  by  the  Royal  College  of 

Physicians  of  Edin  burgh . 

The  defection  of  four  of  their  Fellows,  the  last  being  their  late  esteemed 
Treasurer,  Dr.  Ransford,  who  as  some  of  our  readers  know  was  formerly 
distinguished  for  his  opposition  to  the  doctrines  of  Hahnemann,  together 
with  the  weekly  threats  of  the  infuriated  Lancet,  has  stirred  up  this 
ancient  corporation  to  pass  the  following  resolutions,  whose  want  of  logic, 
sense  and  grammar,  betray  the  haste  with  which  they  have  been  got  up, 
and  to  which  we  give  a  place  in  our  Journal,  in  order  that  they  may  serve 
as  a  land-mark  to  the  future  historian  of  medicine,  and  shew  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  spirit  that  animates  our  medical  bodies  in  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  Here  then  are  the  now  famous  resolutions  of  the 
College  aforesaid,  which  ever  since  their  publication  have  been  the  theme 
of  praise  for  all  the  allopathic  hebdomadal  journals — resolutions  of  a  grave 
college  condemning  a  medical  doctrine  and  practice,  on  which  it  sits  as 
judge,  and  against  which  it  appears  as  accuser,  refusing  to  hear  any  evi- 
dence for  the  defendant,  and  disdaining  to  give  a  single  reason  for  its  most 
unrighteous  verdict.  How  the  conscientious  belief  in  a  particular  thera- 
peutic theory  and  the  application  of  the  same  to  practice  should  render 
some  of  their  Fellows  unworthy  of  the  high  privilege  of  belonging  to  a 
body  that  confers  the  inestimable  right  to  practise  somewhere  about  the 
purlieus  of  the  '*  Heart  of  Midlothian,^  and  gives  periodical  tea-pfirties, 
does  not  clearly  appear,  but  it  is  quite  on  a  par  with  the  recent  act  of  the 
sister  institution— the  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh— refusing 
to  grant  a  certificate  of  knowledge — which  a  diploma  is— to  an  industrious 
student — not  because  he  knew  too  little,  but  because  he  knew  too  much. 
Henceforth  the  Royal  College  may  adopt  for  its  motto : 

"  Worth  makes  the  man,  the  want  of  it  the  Fellow ;" 

whilst  the  Faculty  has  already  demonstrated  the  fallacy  of  that  other 
saying  of  the  elder  Pope: 

"  A  little  learning  is  a  dangrrous  thing ;" 

for  it  had  fared  better  with  our  younger  Pope  had  he  shewn  that  he 
possessed  a  little  less  learning  than  be  exhibited. 

''  At  Edinburgh,  and  within  the  College  Hall  there,  the  ninth  day  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty -one  years,  an  extras 
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ordinary  meeting  of  the  Royal  College  was  held,  pursoant  to  a  Re- 
Bolotion  agreed  to  at  the  last  quarterly  meeting,  and  of  which  extra- 
ordinary meeting  dne  notice  was  giren  by  liiUets  sent  to  all  the 
FeUows. 
'<  Dr.  Simpson,  President,  in  the  Chair.    Roll  called,  and  absentees  fined. 
'<  Dr.  Albxandbb  Wood,  the  Honorary  Secretary,  reported  the 
eircumstances  which  led  the  Council  to  believe  that  the  time  was  now  come 
when  it  was  necessary  to  take  some  steps  in  regard  to  those  Fellows  of  the 
College  who  had  professed  themselves  Homoeopathic  Practitioners. 

''  The  following  Resolutions  were  moved,  seconded,  and  unatamimdy 
agreed  to: — 

"  1.  That  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh  did  several 
years  ago  publicly  express  its  opinion  of  Homoeopathy  and  Homoeopathic 
Practitioners,  by  peremptorily  declining  to  admit  into  its  body  a  candidate 
for  its  Fellowship,  who  belonged  to  that  denomination,  and  consequently 
that  no  Fellow  of  the  College  can  possibly  be  ignorant  of  the  light  in  which 
all  those  who  practise  Homoeopathy  are  regarded  by  the  College. 

**  2.  The  College  regret  that,  notwithstanding  this  decided  expression  of 
their  opinion,  more  than  one  of  its  Fellows,  after  being  admitted  in  a 
different  character,  have  endangered  the  reputation  of  the  College  by 
becoming  Homoeopathic  Practitioners ;  and  the  College  express  an  earnest 
hope  that  these  Fellows,  seeing  that  they  have  thus  virtually  separated 
themselves  from  the  college,  will  vpontanewuly  sever  their  further  con- 
nexion with  an  Institution  which  repudiates  them,  and  from  which  they 
derive,  as  merely  nominal  Fellows,  nothing  else  than  a  false  position  and  a 
spurious  credit. 

*'  3.  The  College  feel  the  more  bound  thus  to  express  their  opinion, 
inasmuch  as  those  of  the  Fellows  who  have  become  Homoeopathists,  or  any 
other  medical  Practitioners  who  follow  Homoeopathy,  must  necessarily  be 
aliens  to  the  other  Fellows,  and  to  the  profession  at  large ;  inasmuch  as  no 
Fellow  of  this  College,  nor  any  other  physician,  can,  by  any  possibility, 
without  derogating  from  his  own  honour,  and  from  the  honour  of  the  pro- 
fession, meet  Practitioners  of  Homoeopathy  in  consultation,  or  oo-operate 
with  them  in  the  other  common  duUes  of  professional  life. 

'*  4.  That,  although  the  College  has  hitherto  not  thought  it  expedient  to 
take  any  active  steps  for  disclaiming  those  Fellows  who  have  become 
Homoeopathic  Practitioners  subsequently  to  their  admission  to  the  College, 
nevertheless,  since  it  has  the  power  of  dealing  summarily  with  those  who 
act  in  a  manner  so  unbecoming  the  character  of  a  physician,  it  reserves  its 
right  to  exercise  this  power  when  it  shall  be  so  advised. 

"  It  was  further  moved, — 

'<  That  the  College  having  found  it  necessary  at  length,  and  very  re- 
luctantly, to  take  action  in  regard  to  those  Fellows,  who,  having  entered 
the  College  in  a  different  character,  have  subsequently  avowed  themselves 
to  be  HomoBopathk  Practitioners,  remit  to  the  Council  to  direct  copies  of 
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tbis  and   the  foregoing  first  four  Reaolations  to  be  trantmitted  by  the 
Secretary  to  all  such  Fellows  as  are  now,  or  may  hereafter,  be  kaown  to 
have  acted  in  this  way,  trusting  that  this  may  lead  them  to  withdraw  from 
the  College. 
<'  This  Resolution  was  also  unanimously  adopted." 

A  contest  has  arisen  in  the  Edinburgh  newspapers  on  the  subject  of 
these  resolutions,  and  we  regret  we  have  no  space  left  for  the  insertion  of 
the  various  letters  and  articles  pro  and  con  which  appeared  on  the  sub- 
ject, particularly  the  masterly  letter  of  Professor  Henderson.  Most  of  our 
readers  are,  however,  already  familiar  with  the  controversy,  the  various 
phases  of  which  have  been  transferred  to  the  columns  of  our  weekly 
contemporary,  the  Homoeopathic  Times, 

The  Homoeopathic  Congress, 

As  we  have  already  intimated  to  our  readers,  the  Congress  will  be  held 
this  year  in  London.  The  days  fixed  for  it  are  the  2drd  and  24th  of  July, 
and  the  place  of  meeting  is  No.  82,  Sackville  Street.  We  trust  this  Con- 
gress will  be  well  attended,  as  the  present  attitude  of  the  old  school 
towards  homoeopathy  is  very  threatening,  and  renders  a  close  union 
among  homoeopathists  more  than  ever  desirable.  Doubtless  the  measures 
required  to  be  taken  by  the  homceopathic  body  to  resist  the  persecution  of 
the  old  school  authorities,  and  to  vindicate  the  '' right  of  private  judg- 
ment" in  medicine,  will  come  under  discussion  at  this  Congress;  and* 
certain  we  are,  that  the  illiberality  and  oppression  displayed  by  certain 
medical  corporations  will  produce  the  usual  result  of  strengthening  the 
adherents  of  the  cause  of  truth,  and  exciting  among  them  a  greater  esprU 
de  corps  than  they  have  hitherto  exhibited. 

CLINICAL    RETROSPECT. 


HtemopiysiM. 
A  tall,  stout,  cheerful  man,  about  80  years  old,  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  spitting  of  blood  whilst  walking,  without  any  previous  illness.  Hit 
allopathic  doctor  immediately  ordered  him  off  to  Venice,  where,  as  befoK^ 
he  was  treated  with  venesections,  purgatives  and  other  weakening  remedies, 
and  at  last  sent  on  to  Florence,  whence  he  was  counselled  to  go  to  Rome. 
Here  he  was  treated  with  many  medicines,  and  at  last  Castellamare  mineral 
waters  was  prescribed,  under  the  use  of  which  he  was  suddenly  attacked  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  with  violent  hsemoptysis.  Dr.  Wahle  saw  him  on 
the  14th  April  1844.  He  found  him  in  bed  very  much  emaciated ;  the 
complexion  yellowish  grey ;  the  mind  anxious ;  he  would  scaroely  move 
his  lips;  weight  and  oppression  of  the  chest;  and  constipated  bowels. 
He  had  lost  daring  the  night  some  pounds  of  blackish  blood«  Appetite 
bad ;  weak  and  iatermittiiig  pulse.    Otherwise,  no  cpaplaints,  excspc 
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that  Ills  humour  was  very  dismal  and  desponding.  The  Hrst  remedy  he 
got  was  kreoa,  6,  of  which  he  got  a  powder  containing  12  or  16  globules 
every  eight  hours  for  four  days.  The  spitting  of  blood  diminished  forth- 
with, and  in  twenty-four  hours  no  more  was  ejected,  but  he  continued  to 
complain  of  oppression  of  the  chest,  for  which  he  received  phoa,  6  every 
night  and  morning  for  a  week.  Then  two  doses  o^sulph,  12,  six  of  ar<.  15, 
and  a  few  doses  of  staphis.  After  thb  he  complained  no  more :  his 
appetite  was  good ;  his  diminished  strength  increased  from  day  to  day ;  his 
sleep  was  quiet  \  and  he  recovered  his  cheerfulness.  From  precautionary 
motives  he  was  provided  with  a  small  bottle  of  kreos.  6,  and  advised 
to  take  a  small  dose  of  it  every  two  or  three  days,  and  on  the  6th  May  he 
left  Rome  for  his  native  country.  He  wrote  afterwards  to  say  he  con- 
tinued well.— Wahle,  N,  Archiv,  iii,  pt.  2,  p.  41. 

Loss  of  Speech. 
A  young  lady,  aged  21,  tall,  and  of  good  constitution,  of  lymphatic- 
sanguine  temperament,  was  engaged  to  be  married,  and  when  the  ceremony 
was  about  to  take  place,  her  l)etrothed  suddenly  died  of  typhus  fever  :  on 
learning  the  fate  of  her  betrothed,  she  fell  to  the  ground,  without  sense, 
and  convulsed  in  all  her  limbs.  When  she  recovered  from  this  state  it  was 
discovered  that  she  could  not  speak,  and  she  was  forced  to  express  herself 
by  signs,  like  the  deaf  and  dumb.  She  was  bled,  leeches  were  applied  in 
the  course  of  the  jugulars  and  behind  the  ears,  she  got  foot-baths  with 
mustard,  and  anodyne  draughts.  These  remedies  producing  no  good  result, 
she  then  got  purgatives,  antispasmodics,  sinapisms  to  the  neck,  a  blister  at 
the  back  of  the  neck,  but  all  in  vain.  This  state  of  things  had  continued 
three  months  when  she  sought  homoeopathic  advice.  She  was  then  per- 
fectly dumb,  she  had  difficulty  in  moving  her  tongue,  transient  shooting 
pains  through  the  head  ;  otherwise  her  health  was  good.  Beilad.  y,^  in 
SIX  ounces  of  water,  a  spoonful  every  morning  was  prescribed  ;  after  taking 
this  for  eight  days  no  change  was  perceived.  Ten  days  were  allowed  to 
elapse,  and  then  hyos,  ^/^  was  given  in  the  same  manner.  After  the  fifth 
dose,  the  patient  felt  at  night  a  convulsive  movement,  which  produced  a 
shock  through  all  her  frame ;  being  frightened,  she  sat  up  in  bed,  and 
called  out  to  her  father  in  a  distinct  voice ;  from  that  time  forward  she 
was  able  to  speak  perfectly  as  before. — Rampal,  Rev.  horn.,  Vol.  i,  p.  543. 
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LECTURES  ON  THE  HISTOBY  OF  MEDICINE, 

By  Dr.  Scott. 


Lectitbe  II.  — Hipp6erate9 — Plato  — Aristotle — DiocUm  — PraxO' 
garat — Sraaistratua-^Heropkiku — Empirics. 


Medicine,  which  in  its  infancy  was  appropriated  to  no  class  of 
men,  came  to  be  associated  with  philosophy  and  metaphysics  at 
the  revival  of  snch  studies  by  Pythagoras  and  his  saccessors. 
The  union  of  a  science  whose  value  is  so  exactly  in  proportion 
to  its  practical  utility,  with  studies  whose  tendency  was  to  draw 
the  mind  away  from  the  consideration  of  material  things  to 
abstruse  and  mysterious  contemplations,  naturally  endangered 
the  usefulness  of  the  former,  and  accordingly  it  was  one  great 
effort  of  Hippocrates  to  keep  them  distinct,  making  medicine  a 
science  of  observation  and  experience  rather  than  of  theory  and 
speculation.  To  consider  him  as  the  founder  of  medicine  is 
manifestly  incorrect :  to  ascribe  to  him  the  honour  of  restoring 
the  purity  of  the  scieuce,  of  settling  its  principles  on  a  firmer 
basis,  aud  of  presenting  it  in  an  intelligible  view,  is  no  more 
than  his  just  award.  And  when  we  say  that  he  separated 
medicine  from  philosophy)  we  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  he 
considered  them  inconsistent  in  their  nature,  but  that  he  held 
the  science  of  medicine  to  be  essentially  practical,  while  philo- 
sophy, as  then  studied,  was  almost  wholly  speculative;  but 
that  physician  he  considered  of  the  highest  rank  wbo  without 
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confosion  or  mis^propnadon  sbcmld  unite  the  two :  **  a  physi- 
cian who  ia  also  a  philosopher  is  equal  to  a  god."  The  aflser- 
tion  is  akin  to  the  tribate  paid  to  Socrates  that  he  bron^t 
philosophy  from  heaven  to  earth ;  not  that  he  engrossed  men's 
minds  with  earthly  objects,  for  none  more  than  he  ooco^ed 
their  thoughts  with  divine,  but  that  he  rendered  practical  what 
previously  had  been  merely  speculative,  thus  combining  rather 
than  separating  the  earthly  and  the  heavenly ;  in  each  case  it  is 
chiefly  as  the  one  involves  the  other  that  either  beoomes  in- 
teresting or  important. 

Hippocrates  was  bom  in  the  Island  of  Cos,  about  the  80th 
Olympiad,  or  30  years  before  the  Peloponnesian  war,  and  450 
B.  c,  or  according  to  some  calculations  about  30  years  earlier^ 
being  descended  by  his  father  s  side  from  .£sculi^ius,  and  by 
his  mother  s  from  Hercules.  As  customary  in  the  {amily  of 
the  Asclepiades,  he  studied  under  his  fstth^,  but  he  abo  received 
the  instructions  of  Herodicus,  the  founder  of  the  Gymnastic 
school,  and  of  Gorgias  his  brother.  He  travelled  through 
various  countries,  and  enjoyed  so  high  a  reputation  that  his 
assbtance  was  sought  by  the  sovereigns  of  the  states  through 
which  he  passed.  Resisting  the  invitation  of  Artaxeixes,  he 
established  himself  in  Greece,  where  he  was  honourably  received 
by  the  Thessalians,  Argives,  and  Athenians,  received  the  on- 
usual  honour  of  a  public  initiation  into  the  Eleusinian  Mysteries, 
was  constituted  a  citizen,  and  entitled  to  public  maintenance  in 
the  Prytanffium.  He  liberally  and  candidly  taught  his  art» 
administering  to  his  pupils  an  oath  not  very  dissimilar  in  its 
essential  characters  to  that  still  employed  in  graduation.  He 
was  distinguished  by  gravity  of  manners  and  contempt  of 
wealth.  He  died  far  advanced  in  years  at  Larissa,  leaving  two 
sons,  Thessalus  and  Draco,  a  son-in-law,  Polybius,  and  nume- 
rous disciples,  as  well  as  many  writings ;  the  authenticity  of 
some  of  those  which  bear  his  name  is  questioned,  and  perhaps 
few  are  wholly  free  from  interpolation.  That  on  the  nature  of 
man  is  considered  authentic  by  Galen,  and  contains  the  fullest 
account  of  his  doctrines,  particularly  on  the  subject  of  the 
elements,  which  it  was  the  first  to  introduce  into  physiology^ 
and  which  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  the  humoral  system. 
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According  to  Galen  his  merits  as  a  philosopher  were  equal 
to  those  as  a  physician,  and  firom  him  were  derived  many  of 
the  opinions  held  by  the  most  eminent,  including  Plato  and 
Aristotle.  He  maintained  in  all  his  writings  a  ruling  principle 
entitled  (piwif,  or  nature,  a  word  expressing  both  the  constitution 
of  the  universe  and  also  that  of  individual  beings,  involving 
what  we  understand  by  instinct,  and  that  which  has  been 
variously  expressed  by  vital  principle,  vital  dynamism,  by  ^%tf, 
or  ^x^y  or  vis  natune.  By  this  faculty  {Iwcquq)  all  the  fane- 
tions  of  the  body  are  performed.  Its  manner  of  action  is  by 
attracting  that  which  is  good  or  suitable  in  each  kind,  retaining, 
preparing,  changing,  according  to  need,  rejecting  the  super- 
fluous or  injurious ;  to  which  power  is  to  be  added  a  species  of 
afi&nity,  by  which  the  varioas  congenial  substances  have  a  ten- 
tency  to  unite  and  uncongenial  to  separate,  while  also  a  general 
sympathy  is  maintained  throughout  the  body,  according  to  the 
maxim  that  all  things  consent  and  unite  in  the  body  in  virtue 
of  the  animal  economy,  or  as  we  might  now  say,  the  laws  of 
life.  The  same  universal  principle  he  seems  sometimes  to 
express  by  the  word  Jieat,  He  supposes  that  the  production  of 
man  or  his  being,  his  having  a  soul,  being  in  health  or  sick- 
ness, being  fortunate  or  unfortunate,  his  birth  and  his  death, 
depend  on  things  above  us,  or  heavenly  things,  which  he  else- 
where explains  by  that  immortal  heat  which  seems  to  be 
synonymous  with  or  at  least  often  included  under  the  term  of 
Nature.  This  principle  of  heat  operates  in  the  formation  of 
the  universe ;  it  also  operates  in  the  formation  of  man.  The 
greater  part  of  it,  during  the  existence  of  Ohaos,  ascending  to 
the  upper  parts,  formed  the  ether;  another  subsiding  to  the 
lowest,  formed  the  earth,  where  also  meeting  with  cold  and 
dryness  it  acquired  a  great  tendency  to  motion ;  a  third  part^ 
holding  the  middle  position,  constituted  the  air ;  and  a  fourth 
part,  next  to  the  earth  and  the  most  moist,  constituted  water. 
All  these  parts  being  mingled  together  by  a  circular  movement, 
that  portion  of  heat  which  remained  on  earth  being  variously 
distributed  gave  existence  to  different  substances;  thus  mem* 
branes  (;^tfycc)  ^ere  formed  which  contained  substances  and 
exposed  them  to  heat:   the  thickest  and  least  humid,  being 
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easily  burned,  became  bone ;  that  which  was  adhesive  and  of  a 
cold  nature  became  nerves  (by  which  word  are  probably  meant 
tendons  and  ligaments) ;  the  veins  were  made  of  that  which 
was  colder  and  more  adhesive ;  the  adhesion,  by  the  action  of 
heat,  being  formed  into  the  membrane,  the  colder  part,  contain- 
ing neither  oily  particles  nor  adhesiveness,  was  converted  into 
the  fluid  which  the  membranes  contain.     In  a  similar  manner 
were  formed  the  bladder  and  its  contents,  and  the  other  cavities. 
In  the  parts  in  which  the  adhesive  surpassed  the  oleaginous, 
membranes  were  formed ;   when  the  oleaginous  surpassed  the 
adhesive,  bones  were  formed.     The  brain  being  the  appropriate 
residence  of  cold  and  adhesiveness,  which  the  heat  could  neither 
dissolve  nor  bum,  membranes  were  first  formed  on  its  superficies, 
and  then  bones,  by  a  small  portion  of  oleaginous  particles  burnt 
by  the  heat.     In  the  same  way  was  formed  the  spinal  marrow, 
being,  like  the  brain,  cold  and  adhesive,  and  consequently  very 
different  from  the  marrow  of  the  bones,  which,  being  simply 
oleaginous,  is  not  covered  with  membranes.     The  heart,  con- 
taining most  of  the  adhesive,  became  a  hard  and  adhesive  flesh, 
surrounded  by  a  membrane  and  hollow.     The  heart  having 
heated  what  was  most  adhesive  in  its  moisture,  converted  it 
into  a  kind  of  foam  full  of  tubes,  and  having  many  small  veins, 
forming  the  lungs.     The  liver  was  formed  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  moist  and  the  warm,  which  having  neither  the  oleaginous 
nor  the  adhesive,  the  cold  having  surpassed  the  heat,  the  moist 
became  coagulated  and  thickened.     We  may  then  discern  some 
similarity  between  the  sentiments  of  Hippocrates  and  those  of 
Heraclitus,  who  traced  the  origin  of  all  things  to  fire.     If  this 
be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  the  mode  of  philosophising,  it  will 
scarcely  be  doubted  that  to  separate  medicine  from  philosophy 
was  to  confer  on  it  a  great  advantage.     It  is  right  to  mention 
that  the  works  from  which  these  doctrines  have  been  taken, 
though    ascribed    to    Hippocrates,   have  been  by  some   dis- 
puted. 

Let  us  now  consider  a  UtUe  the  anatomical  views  of  Hippo- 
crates, making  all  allowance  for  the  want  of  distinctness  arising 
from  his  having  left  no  work  expressly  on  the  sulgect,  and  the 
doubt  attached  to  the  authenticity  of  some  of  the  works  that 
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pass  under  bis  name.    The  authority  we  principally  follow  is 
that  of  LeClerc. 

The  nature  of  the  body,  he  says,  is  the  principle  or  founda- 
tion on  which  all  reasoning  on  the  subject  of  medicine  ought  to 
rest.  This  remark  does  not  appear  to  refer  only  or  even  chiefly 
to  its  anatomical  character,  since  he  elsewhere  speaks  dis- 
paragingly of  anatomy  in  regard  to  its  influence  on  medicine ; 
it  refers  rather  to  the  natural  powers  and  functions,  which  may 
be  learned  principally  by  the  practitioner  of  medicine,  as  he 
elsewhere  says.  That  he  practised  dissection  can  hardly  be 
doubted,  from  his  being  of  the  family  of  the  Asclepiades; 
whether  he  practised  human  dissection  is  more  doubtftil,  the 
introduction  of  that  method  having  been  ascribed  to  Erasistratus 
and  Herophilus,  physicians  of  a  later  date.  Let  us  consider 
his  views  on  some  particular  parts  of  the  human  body. 

The  veins  and  arteries — In  one  place  he  says,  that  the  veins 
come  from  the  liver  as  their  source  and  root,  as  the  heart  is 
of  the  arteries :  ^il^utrig  (pXc0o5v  v\Taf,  ^il^utrig  apnjf/oSy  HOfin^  (De 
alimento).  Elsewhere  {De  carnihus)  Ivo  eitri  KOiKau  (pxe^g  ctjco 
rviQ  HOfS/^ff.  Tij  jxfv  HvoyM  ofTvifn^,  njj  ie  koiKv\  (pKe-i/.  Two 
hollow  veins  like  them  rise  from  the  heart,  one  called  an  artery, 
one  a  hollow  vein  (vena  cava)  (an  instance  of  the  vague  use  of 
the  word  vein,  since  the  artery  is  called  a  vein).  The  artery 
has  more  heat  than  the  vein,  and  is  the  storehouse  or  receptacle 
of  the  spirits.  In  addition  to  these  veins  there  are  others 
throughout  the  body ;  the  most  hollow  vein  (meaning  probably 
the  vein  of  the  largest  diameter),  that  to  which  the  heart  is 
attached,  passes  through  the  whole  belly  and  diaphragm,  is 
divided  to  each  of  the  kidneys  and  loins,  and  to  the  legs;  above 
the  heart,  at  the  neck,  some  go  to  the  right  and  some  to  the 
left ;  thence  to  the  head,  where  it  is  distributed  to  the  temples. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  all  the  veins  are  distributed  to  the  body 
from  the  hollow  vein  and  the  artery ;  the  hollowest  (probably 
those  of  the  largest  calibre)  being  near  the  heart,  neck  and 
head,  and  in  the  lower  part  as  far  as  to  the  haunches :  the 
heart  and  the  hollow  veins  {qu,  arteries?)  are  in  continual 
motion.  An  account  somewhat  differing  from  this  is  given  in 
another  work  included  with  those  of  Hippocrates,  but  the  au- 
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tfaeatieitj  of  which  k  doobied  finon  tettot  hstmg  b^ 
by  Galen  or  Erotian  {ts^  ogrim  (puffftic).  In  90  brief  a  leriew 
of  the  faistorj  of  nedicme  we  cannot  enter  on  an  nnnestigadon 
into  the  compaimtive  claims  of  Afferent  works,  nor  give  ererf 
oonflieling  yiew  of  the  sabjeets  treated ;  a  Tery  sb^  alhurion 
most  be  sufficient,  nor  will  even  sndi  tml  to  give  some  general 
•eqnaintanoe  with  the  great  outlines  of  the  anatomy  of  Hippo- 
orates,  or  at  least  such  as  was  received  as  correct  about  his 
lime. 

The  heart  in  form  resonUes  a  pyramid,  and  is  of  a  pnrple 
cohmr ;  it  is  encompassed  with  a  smooth  tonic  in  which  is  m 
smaU  quantity  of  fluid ;  it  is  thus  formed  diat  it  may  grow  to 
strength  in  this  secure  position ;  it  has  as  much  moistore  an 
win  raffioe  to  remedy  the  heat  to  which  it  is  subject ;  Ae  heart 
secretes  this  liquor,  taking  up  and  consuming  a  portion  of  the 
drink  firom  the  lungs,  for  when  one  drinks  the  greater  part  goes 
to  the  belly ;  a  portion  likewise  goes  to  the  pharynx,  but  only 
so  small  a  quantity  as  may  be  admitted  by  the  rima  glottidis. 
But  how  is  it  then  that  water  entering  it  produces  much  trouble 
and  coughing  ?     Because  it  meets  the  air  on  expiration,  while 
that  whioh  alters  by  the  opening,  passing  along  the  walls,  does 
not  resist  the  rising  of  the  air,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  mois- 
ture feusilitates  the  passing  of  the  air  by  smoothmg  the  way. 
This  moisture,  then,  the  heart  draws  finom  the  lungs  along  with 
the  air,  and  when  the  air  has  discharged  its  proper  office  it 
returns  to  the  part  firom  which  it  came,  but  the  heat  absorbs  a 
good  portion  of  the  fluid  into  its  envelope,  &c.  &o.    The  heart 
is  a  very  strong  muscle,  not  in  virtue  of  a  tendon,  but  of  the 
thickness  of  the  flesh;  it  has  two  distinct  ventricles,  in  one 
enclosure,  Sec,  to.    Both  of  these  ventricles  are  rough  within, 
and  as  it  were  eaten  away,  especially  the  left,  for  die  innate 
heat  is  not  in  the  right ;  so  that  it  is  wonderful  that  the  left, 
which  inspires  the  purest  air,  sfaoold  be  the  roughest,  &c.     The 
orifices  of  these  ventricles  are  not  open  (visible)  unless  first  the 
heart  be  detached  from  the  auricles,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
heart  be  cut  ofi^,  but  if  this  be  out  ofP  two  openings  are  discerned 
in  the  two  ventricles.  These  are  the  fountains  of  human  nature> 
and  hence  the  streams  which  flow  through  the  body,  with  which 
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the  whole  is  moistened ;  and  these  bring  life  to  man,  and  if 
they  be  dried  np  he  dies,  &o.  &c. 

*'  The  veins  diffused  through  the  body  convey  the  spirit,  the 
fluid,  and  motion,  and  these  all  take  their  origin  from  one  vein, 
but  what  that  is  I  cannot  certainly  determine,  for,  being  in  a 
circle,  no  beginning  can  be  pointed  out,"  &c.  {De  oesium  nm* 
turd).  Elsewhere  (De  locis  in  hofnine),  ''It  seems  to  me  that 
no  part  of  the  body  can  be  called  the  beginning,  but  that  every 
part  is  equally  the  beginning  and  the  end,  for  of  a  circle  no 
beginning  can  be  pointed  out:  nourishment  comes  from  the 
parts  within  to  the  external  partSy  and  from  the  parts  without 
the  external  sur£EU)e  to  the  parts  within.  All  the  veins  com- 
municate and  flow  into  each  other,  some  directly,  some  by 
means  of  little  veins  extending  from  one  trunk  or  large  vein  to 
another  of  those  which  afford  nourishment  to  the  flesh."  These 
passages  seem  to  indicate  a  form  of  circulation  through  the 
bloodvessels,  but  they  do  not  imply  the  transmission  of  the 
blood  from  the  heart  through  the  arteries,  and  to  the  heart 
through  the  veins,  which  is  the  essence  of  the  discovery  of 
Harvey. 

The  brain  is  similar  in  nature  to  a  gland :  it  carries  off  the 
superfluous  moisture  of  the  head  through  the  various  apertures, 
eyes,  nose,  ears,  fauces,  throat,  spinal  marrow,  blood,  which  if 
retained  occasions  death.  It  is  invested  with  two  membranes, 
one  thick  and  another  thin.  (De  locis.)  It  is  the  seat  of  under* 
standing  and  prudence.  {De  morbo  aacro,) 

Of  the  nerves  very  little  is  said  in  the  writings  of  Hippocrates, 
nor  in  these  early  writings  do  the  nerves,  tendons  and  ligaments 
appear  to  be  always  discriminated.  The  true  nerves  seem  des- 
cribed in  the  following  passage :  "  The  origin  of  the  nerres 
is  from  behind  the  head,  by  the  side  of  the  spine,  to  the 
haunches ;  thence  come  the  nerves,  which  supply  tihe  pudenda, 
the  thighs,  the  feet,  the  legs,  the  hands  and  arms.  One  part 
enters  the  flesh  and  another  goes  to  the  great  toe,  and  others 
from  the  fleshy  parts  to  the  other  toes,  others  to  the  riioulder 
blades,"  &c.  {De  oaaium  naturd) .  But  either  the  term  vsvfW  is 
used  indiscriminately,  or  else  the  author  of  this  tieatiBe  had 
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m  the  nme  vnk  it  k  said  diat  the  nanrei  giro  flezioii,  oosAmo* 
tion  and  extension.  /   .    >  . 

I  Nor  m  mwdk  speeiid  alfanien  made  to  die  -ni8eleB<  V  Tbcee 
parts  wkich  Imve  the  flesh  lounded^  >«hi<di  are  «aUed  mosdkab 
have  all  a  belly  or  cavily,  ior  att.  that  which,  dees  not  adheia 
{m\t^Ifi^nw)i  whether  oovered  by  a  pelliole  ovicoverediby  fleab^ 
is  hollow,  and  while  sonnd  is  fialLof  spiik^  haft  wheft  disMsed  i« 
filled  with  water  or  oomipted  blood/'  &c.  &;c. 

The  liTcr  is  mofe  afanndanllj  sopped  witk  Uood  tiian  ihe 
other  visoenL  In  it  there  are  found  two  eninenceB  caUed  porUD'; 
ift  has  five  lobes  or  diTiaioBs.  Many  Tessris  pass  £rom  the  heart 
to  the  livei;  and  wkh  them  the  great  vein  by  iwhieh  ail  the  body 
IS  nonrished^  ekewhere  oalled;  the  TStn  of  d»  hreri  lo  die  liref 
belongs  the  ofiBoe  of  asparaling  the  bile  by  neana.of  itsjnn 
peooliar.  veins;  it  mho  serrea^o  heat  the  atomadi^'  Tbeefleea 
reoeives  a  vein  divided  inte  nnmecDiis  filaments*  like  spideoiC 
w»bs  fall  of  Uood,  and  diffiised  thnmgfa  its  whde  sobstaaefra 
it  is  attaebed  to  die  membrane  to  whieb  it  fumisheS'  blood  tap 
many  veins;  it  is  fibions,  soft,  and  spongy,  and  attraei9:firoiii 
the  stomadb  part  of  the  moistnre  derived  firom  the  drink>  ibe 
rest  being  attraoted  to  the  bladder.  The  Innge  have  five  lobeei; 
they  are  conesAie,  thin,  and  poroos»  and  therefore  attract  mois^ 
tore  firom  the  neigbboucing  parts.  The  membrane  separatiiig 
the  obest.  firam  the  abdomen,  now  oalled  the  diafribfragm^  waa 
fodrmedy  called  (f^vto,  being  supposed  to  be  the  seat  of  the 
nndevstandtng  or  pmdenoe,  a  doctrine  controverted  as  early,  oa 
the;  tine  of  Hij^ccates,  or  at  least  of  the  aathor  of  the  work 
De/mori^  4a€fp,  ascribed  to  him,  wbo  says:  ''The  part  named 
Qfivi^  hasibeen  so  called  by  chance^  derived  fiDom  a  mere  opinion 
witbotit  foondationr'for  I  see  not  in  what  this  contributes  to 
prudenoe  or;  undesstanding ;  all  tbat  it  does  is,  if  any  one  be 
suddenly  surprised  with  great  joy  or  sorrow,  it  starts,  and  thuar 
causeS'  some  kind  of  uneasiness,  because  it  is  finer  and  moca 
tense  t<han  any  other  part  of  the  body.  This  part  feels,  but  iM 
is  not  the  seat  of  wisdom  any  more  than  the  heart,  and  die 
naiae^  tbereftm,  is  as  inappropriate  to  it  as  that  of  auricle  to  the 
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to  OMHM  Miriiiin  eoid  madneiBiwheii  flie-biood  fnBains.tlieiB  or 
xnoyes  too  slowly.  /•    -  • 

The  Iddneys^branr  from  the meins  near  iHuob  iht^>  us  pk^ed 
a  pari  of  tb^  moifllaiBivkioh  oomes  fiom  the  drinkv-and  tbia 
moistare' flltralingi  inthei^acibataDoe  'OC  the  kidiM^a  deaoendiBi 
into  the  bladder  by- the  veins  leading- 4o  it  {tiPetoTs),  while  Ae 
rest  of  the  drink  passes  inHnediattely  from  tbe^  intastmes  to  the 
bladder.  v      /.     *  .  ,    :i      i  •  •   '    ii« 

There  are  feand-  oli  eaoh^stdeT'of -liba  bladder  little  oeia  in 
whioh  the  semen  is  depositedl't^IEhe  semen  comes  from  all  parts 
of  die  body,  partto^larl^the'  head,  deseending  by  the  Teia^ntoc 
liie  ears  to  ihe  cpinalrrmanosB,  jstadoihenoe  to>  the  tUdneysj 
(Obsen^  an  aoeor^dic#<witlt/the:  pfafeDologioal'-position'  cf  the 
organ  of  AmatiTeness.)  f  The  semen  of  the  male  and  that  el 
the  ftmale  beings  mixed  in  the  imssab  beobme  tfaiekened  and 
heated,  or  epiritaaliaed,  aadi^the  spirit  aontained  withm  them 
tends  outwards  and  attraoir  a  portion  of  the  air  breathed  by  Aa 
mother,  &e.  &o.  Elsewhere^  the  fonn  is  nonriahed  by  the 
month  by  suction ;  hence  the  ezcremeot  in  the  bowds  of  new* 
bom  children,  &o,  ftc.  The  cUld  having  attained  its  fliltsisej 
that  which  it  deiires  from  its  motber  is  not  soffioient  for  its 
support,  it  moTcs  with  violence,  and,  breaking  the  membranes> 
escapes.  A  child  bom  at  seven  months  may  sorvive  for  a  long 
time;  one  bom  at  eight  mondis,  if  it  dicnot  at  thebfath,  will  ndt 
long  survive :  because  at  seven  months  the  ebSld  having  its  faU 
strength,  by  vigorous  moveBoentiruptureB  ibe'tnenAtiines^'aiad'itf 
bom,  and  bytcaiefnl  management  its  life  maybeifMolonged^'  bffi 
the  effbrts  made  leave  it  weak  and  lanjo^nidikig  *flNr>foriy'dayif ) 
if  therefore  it  be  bom  in  that  intezvaly  it<  is  less  libi^  t«>^W 
reared;  but  if  it  reamin  ther^fldllimfe  itireoovMKiits)  stMi^h 
snbsequent  to  the  forty  days;  'Perhqto'ialso^JBBppiM^ratesf^M^ 
more  hopefiil  of  the  seventh' month  iNwn^ths  peoaiarvlhne-^MF 
attadied' to  thatr  namber.  Tbeiv  i»^«'«a)ring<  of  Lcvd  Bacon; 
that  a  seven  montbflf  birikshewsd'thestorength  ofttheeUld^'Sfi 
eight  months'' birth  tha  weakness  of  the  mother.  I  -  *  -"* 

Such  asa  a^fowi'points  of  J  satacefrtiiiij  the  anatomieiEd'  doctrinei 
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of  HippoontoBh—to  be  reoeiYadmth.tiie  qpiaMcatioiis  mentioiied 
in  the  oatset 

We  may  now  take  a  cursory  Tiew  of  his  pfajuiologyy  patho- 
logy,  and  therapeutios.  The  tlnree  great  prinoiples  of.  animal 
bodies  are  expressed  by  the  solid,  the  fluid,  and  the  spirits: 
elsewheie  by  the  containing,  the  eontained,  and  that  whidi 
gives  moFemmt,  the  oontaiBxng  being  the  solid,  the  bones,  tlie 
tendons,  &c.;  the  contained  being  the  humours,  ¥iz»,  the  blood, 
the  pituita  or  phlegm,  the  yellow  bile,  the  black  bile;  that 
which  gives  movement  being  the  spirits,  ai  an  aeria]  nature  and 
diffused  universaUy  through  the  body.  Of  these  the  humonxs 
seem  to  have  been  regarded  as  the  most  essential.  The  blood 
is  naturaUy  warm  and  moist,  red  and  sweet;  the  pituita  cold 
and  moist,  white,  adhesive,  and  slightly  salt ;  the  yellow  bile, 
yellow,  dry,  adhesive,  bitter ;  the  black  bile,  black,  cold,  dry, 
very  adheatve,  flatulent  and  prone  to  lerment  Of  these  sub- 
stances  the  body  is  composed,  and  by  them  is  its  state  of  health 
or  sickness  regulated.  In  health  they  are  in  a  natural  state, 
and  in  just  proportion  in  respect  to  quantity,  quality  and  mix- 
ture ;  disease  is  occasioned  by  the  want  of  any  of  these  condi- 
tions. The  office  of  the  blood  is  to  nouriBh  the  parts. and  to 
supply  animal  heat;  the  yellow  bile  keeps  the  body  in  its 
natural  statet,  prevendng  the  small  vessels  and  the  excretiwy 
ducts  from  being  stopped  up^  it  quickens  the  senses,  and  aids 
in  the  digestion  of  the  food;  the  black  bile  serveaas  a  supply 
to  the  other  humours;  the  pituita  is  of  use  to  the  nerves, 
cartilages,  membranes,  joints,  &c.,  to  render  them  stqaple  and 
to  facilitate  motion. 

The  external  causes  of  disease  he  considered  to  be  whatever 
could  influence  the  state  of  the  body  or  produce  variety  in  the 
course  of  life.  l%eee  wiU  inelnde  the  air,  diet,  sleep,  exerdse, 
excretions,  secretions ;  the  passions,  external  injuries,  poisons 
and  venemous  animals.  Between  &e  extonal  and  internal 
conditions  of  man  there  is  a  species  of  relation :  thus,  the  four 
seasons  of  the  year,  die  four  ages  of  man,  and  varieties  of 
climate,  correspond  to  the  four  humours.  Thus  infancy,  spring 
and  tanperate  climates  produce  Uood,  and  consequently  a 
greats  number  of  diseases  dependent  on  blood,  than  on  the 
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odier  hnmoiin;  ^jxA^  mamm&t^ingm  anddiytdkinMi  pro- 
duce bile  and  its  appropriate  diseases ;  manhood,  waibama,  and 
a  heavy  imecpial  oUmate  prodace  black  bile  and  its  diseasesy  ihe 
mdanchoUo;  old  age,  winter,  cold  and  moist  climates,  pitnita 
and  its  diseases.  In  the  same  relation  he  inyeafcigates  diet  and 
zegimen,  ike  air,  the  rising  and  setting  of  certain  stars  and 
constellations,  the  solstices  and  efonioxes,  and  he  indicates  • 
degree  of  sij^eriority  to  the  superstition  of  his  day  by  denying 
any  special  divine  interposition  in  partieolar  diseases,  all  of 
which  he  regarded  as  equally  under  the  influence  of  natuiif 
causes,  and  all  under  ^vine  admimstration,  and  in  bonseqaenoe 
he  TBJeeted  the  practice  of  superstitious  rites  and  ceremonies  in 
treatment.  He  treats  also  of  the  influence  of  sucoessiTe  reasons 
on  disease,  as  a  rainy  spring  preceded  by  a  moist  winter  or 
foUowed  by  a  hot  summer,  Ac. 

He  observed  the  general  distinction  among  diseases  of  acute 
and  chronic,  the  former  caused  by  the  bile  end  the  blood, 
occurring  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  spring  and  summer;  the 
chronic  caused  by  the  pitnita,  the  blade  bile,  occurring  in  <dd 
age  and  during  winter.  He  noticed  tiw  sporadio,  endemic  «Bd 
epidemic  character  of  certain  diseases;  also  the  h^editary  and 
accidental ;  the  benign,  such  as  are  easily  cured,  the  malignaoA* 
such  as  are  cured  with  difficulty  or  not  «t  slL  The  ^K>urBe  of  a 
disease  he  divided  into  four  stages—- the  commencement,  the 
progress,  the  acme,  and  the  deeUne,  when  the  issue  is  fevour* 
able.  The  third  stage  is  that  which  determines  as  it  were  the 
fkte  of  the  patient,  and  hence  die  change  which  then  frequently 
takes  place  he  calls  the  crisis  or  judgment,  which  having  been 
supposed  to  observe  particular  days,  these  daiys  were  called 
critical.  The  crisis  is  affected  by  the  restoration  of  the  hunouss 
to  their  natural  state,  which  occasions  a  nrjection  of  the  super- 
fluous by  some  of  the  usual  means  of  evacualioB.  But  sueh 
crisis  is  &vourable  only  when  die  discharge  is  considerable,  a 
smaller  amount  often  indicating  merely  the  weakness  of  nature 
in  its  struggle  against  the  disease;  they  are  occasioned  by  a 
coction  or  digestion  of  the  humours  somewhat  analogous  to  the 
ripening  of  fruits,  and  •occurring  atnapecial  intervals,  'as  ihe  Aih, 
7tb,  11th,  14th,  21st,  40th,  and  evenaoth  day,  after  which,  if 
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the  crisis  ocoar  not/  the  disease  is  called  oliromc.  Tn  the 
diseases  which  extend  to  the  14th  or  at  most  the  21st  day^  a 
crisis  is  expected  every  4th  day ;  to  those  extending  from  the 
SOth  to  the  40th  day,  every  7th,  after  the  40th  every  20th. 
After  the  disease  shall  have  continued  to  the  120th  day,  no 
fbrther  aoconnt  is  made  except  the  general  consideration  of  the 
seasons,  as  that  some  terminate  towards  the  eqninox  and  some 
towards  the  solstices,  or  at  the  rising  and  setting  of  certain 
stars,  &c.  &c.  Hippocrates  also  speaks  of  the  termination  of 
some  diseases  by  metastasis,  as  cancer  of  the  breast  into  cancer 
of  the  womb,  &c.  However  we  may  feel  compelled  to  question 
the  universality  of  these  critical  days,  we  cannot  but  acknow- 
ledge that  a  very  high  degree  of  extensive  and  accurate  obser- 
vation is  implied  in  his  having  formed  so  large  an  induction  as 
would  satisfy  even  himself  of  the  existence  of  such  a  law ;  and 
indeed  of  all  the  essential  qualities  of  a  wise  and  skilful  physi- 
cian, none  appear  to  have  so  eminently  distinguished  him  as 
tiie  fiiculty  of  minute  observation  of  the  most  trivial  circum- 
stances, by  which  he  acquired  singular  skill  in  prognosis.  His 
general  description  of  the  appearance  of  the  face  is  so  well 
known  as  to  be  designated  by  his  name;  to  this  he  added  the 
concdderation  of  the  posture  of  the  patient,  any  deviation  ftaxti 
his  usual  habits,  as  when  a  patient  naturally  taciturn  becomes 
loqtiflpolous,  &c.;  or  viee  v^rritl  (which  he  hekl  to  ^announce  a 
spe^jr  Adlirimn)  i  -he  examined  all  difildharges  fr6m  thc^ody; 
xl6t  fot^ting  tbe<  tears,  theoerumen,  the  muelis  from  the  nose, 
t&e  expectbration,  the  perspiration,  whether  general  of  partial, 
thetcmgue,  tfa^  pulse.  It  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  any 
field  of  examination  which  he  omitted,  though  possibly  the 
advance  of  science  may  have  introduced  additional  methods  of 
investigation.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  left  any  form  of 
iK)Bolog»)al  system.-'  '       -^    • 

His  principles  of  re^men  can  hardly  be  improved:  he  forbids 
excess  in  food,  indolence  either  in  tegard  to  exercise  or  occu- 
pation ;  those  in  health  he  advises  to  avoid  too  great  simplicity 
in  diet,  which  might  render  them  morbidly  susceptible  to  aoci* 
dental  changes;  at  the  same  time  he  examines  with  acoumcy 
the  different  kinds  of  food  then  in  use :  he  recommends  wine 
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mingled  with  water ;  exeroise)  unddr  saitaUe  regolatioDS,  both 
to  tlie  sound  and  the  diseased;  baths;  layements;  supposi- 
tories; emetics,  regulation  of  the  passions.  By  such  means 
alone,  regulated  with  the  minutest  aocuracy,  he  often  aimed  aft 
effecting  a  cure,  but  when  these  proved  insuffioient  he  had 
recourse  to  measures  more  stnotly  medicinal,  as  bleeding,  pur- 
ging, emetics,  diuretics,  sudon£cSj  sternutatories,  fomentations, 
medicated  baths,  the  douche,  fumigations,  gargles,  ointments, 
coUyna,  poultices,  pessaries,  and  perhaps  every  form  of  medi* 
cine,  and  in  greater  variety  than  are  now  generally  employed, 
and  we  may  add,  with  a  greater  degree  of  discrimination  and  a 
more  direct  reference  to  their  specific  efB^ts,  and  consequently 
a  more  special  appropriateness  to  the  disease  immediately  under 
treatment  To  which  may  be  added  that  his  prescriptions  were 
eminently  simple,  including  only  two  or  three  different  articles, 
and  that  he  either  prq)ared  his  medicines  himself  or  caused 
them  to  be  prepared  under  his  own  direction.  His  principle  of 
treatment  is  most  generally  expressed  by  the  words  coHirarie^ 
contrariis  curantur,  but  he  expressly  mentions  several  instances 
in  which  the  exactly  opposite  rule  applies.  In  this  respect^ 
therefore,  his  deficiency  consists  in  the  want  of  a  law  essentially 
applicable  to  every  case,  and  uniting  those  apparently  incon* 
aistent. 

In  his  time  the  medical  profession  was  not  as  now  divided 
into  three  several  departments :  accordingly  Hippocrates  prac- 
tised pharmacy,  medicine,  and  surgery,  except  lithotomy,  an 
operation  which,  for  reasons  not  welL  known,  seems  to  have 
belonged  to  a  special  order  of  men,  and  to  have  been  regarded 
as  foreign  from  the  province  of  the  ''  legitimate  "  &oulty.  Nor 
did  he  forget  the  great  principles  of  medioal  ethics,  of  which 
the  following  sentence  may  be  taken  as  a  specimen. — ''The 
healing  art  is  the  most  noble  of  all  arts,  but  the  ignorance  of 
those  who  practise  it  makes  it  to  be^i^arded  as  the  least 
worthy.  There  are  many  physicians  in  name,  few  in  reality. 
To  acquire  a  high  degree  of  medioal  knowledge,  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  possess  a  natural  inclination  to  it,  the  means 
of  instruction,  study  and  application  from  childhood,  a  docile 
spirit,  diligence,  and  a  long  time.    A  physician  ought  not  to 
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be  ashamed  of  receiving  infonnation  fix>m  the  meanest  person 
on  the  remedies  that  may  have  been  given  with  suooess.  The 
most  skilful  physicians  are  sometimes  deceived;  we  ought  never 
positively  to  assert  that  such  or  such  a  remedy  will  cure.  A 
physician  ought  to  visit  his  patients  frequently,  and  to  pay  very 
strict  attention.  He  should  be  clean  in  his  dress,  grave  in  his 
manners,  moderate  in  all  his  actions,  chaste,  and  reserved; 
he  should  be  neither  envious  nor  unjust,  nor  fond  of  dishonour- 
able gain ;  affable,  but  not  a  great  talker ;  modest,  sober, 
patient,  pious  without  superstition;  prudent,  diligent;  not 
ashamed  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  other  physicians ;  and  he 
should  have  the  knowledge  of  the  Divinity  deeply  impressed 
on  his  mind.  In  the  question  of  remuneration  he  should  con- 
sider the  means  of  his  patients,  in  some  cases  refusing  any,  as 
when  he  treats  a  stranger  or  the  poor."  To  these  ethical  obser- 
vations it  would  be  difficult  to  add  anything  of  real  value ;  we 
apprehend  that  the  many  volumes  devoted  to  the  subject  will  be 
fbund  to  depend  rather  on  the  multiplication  of  words  than  on 
the  addition  of  important  matter. 

His  son-in-law,  Polybius,  appears  to  have  held  a  more  pro- 
minent position  than  either  of  his  sons,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
the  author  of  some  works  which  pass  under  the  name  of  Hippo- 
crates, and,  in  conjunction  with  his  son  Thessalus,  may  be 
r^farded  more  truly  as  the  founder  of  the  school  called  Hippo- 
oratic,  or  dogmatic,  than  was  Hippocrates  himself,  as  that 
school  adopted  metaphysical  principles  to  a  greater  extent  than 
he,  and  gave  more  Ucense  to  speculative  inquiry.  This  modi- 
fication may  be  considered  due  in  a  great  degree  to  the  philo- 
sophy of  Plato,  which  became  prevalent  about  the  time  of  the 
immediate  successors  of  EUppocrates. 

About  thirty  years  after  Hippocrates,  was  born  Plato,  who, 
like  most  of  the  philosophers,  turned  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  medicine,  and  though  he  may  not  be  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  physician,  the  high  place  which  he  holds  as  a  philoso- 
pher entitles  his  theoretical  views  to  respectful  consideration. 
He  supposed  all  bodies  to  consist  of  four  elements :  fire,  air, 
earth,  and  water.    He  conceived  that  the  formation  of  the 
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human  body  began  with  the  spinal  manowi  which  then  beoame 
covered  with  bones^  and  the  bones  with  flesh ;  that  the  bonds 
which  unite  the  soul  and  body  are  in  the  spinal  manow>  and 
that  the  seat  of  the  reasonable  soul  is  in  the  brain,  which  is  a 
continuation  of  the  spinal  marrow,  and  is  as  a  chamber  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  this  divine  seed.  That  part  of  the  soul  on 
which  depend  generosity^  anger>  and  courage,  he  placed  near  the 
head,  between  the  diaphragm  and  the  neck,  i.  e.  in  the  chest  or 
heart  agreeably  to  Pythagoras,  and  he  taught  that  the  lungs 
were  made  to  surround  the  heart  in  order  to  refresh  it,  and  to 
calm  the  violent  movements  of  that  department  of  the  soul 
which  therein  had  its  residence,  by  the  freshness  derived  partly 
from  the  air  respired,  and  partly  from  a  portion  of  the  drink 
which  descended  to  the  lung&  Another  department  of  the  soul, 
the  seat  of  the  appetites  and  desires,  is  placed  between  the 
diaphragm  and  the  navel ;  it  occupies  the  lowest  part,  and  that 
most  removed  from  the  head,  that  it  may  not  interfere  with  the 
reasonable  soul  in  its  more  exalted  operations.  The  agitations 
of  this  inferior  soul  are  occasioned  by  spectres  or  phantoms 
presented  to  it  by  the  liver,  which  has  been  made  polished  in 
order  to  reflect  the  images  it  receives  which  are  communicated 
by  the  spirits,  and  which  produce  trouble  or  pleasure  according 
to  the  preponderance  of  bile  or  of  mild  juices  opposed  to  bile. 

The  heart,  besides  being  the  origin  of  the  veins  and  of  the 
blood  which' is  carried  about  to  all  parts^  is  also  estabUshed  as  a 
satellite,  that  whan  anger  is  excited  by  the  command  of  reason 
on  account  of  any  iigustioe  either  from  without  or  from  within 
by  desires  and  passions,  all  that  is  sensible  in  the  body  should 
dispose  itself  by  the  opening  of  all  the  pores  to  listen  to  its 
threats  and  obey  its  commands. 

His  theory  of  respiration  was,  that  the  air  issuing  from  the 
lungs  by  the  mouth  in  expiration  meeting  that  which  surrounds 
the  body  externally,  pushes  it  so  as  to  make  it  enter  the  body 
by  the  pores  of  the  skin  and  flesh ;  this  air  insinuating  itself 
into  the  inmost  parts  of  the  body  replaces  that  which  the  first 
has  left  when  the  same  process  is  repeated.  Into  the  composition 
of  the  flesh  enter  water,  fire,  earth,  and  a  species  of  sour  and 
salt  leaven. 
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The  oanset  of  dettnulkm  art  dmmttk  qU  ag^  Mid  litntli^ 
The  bodies  by  idbich  we  ne  siixxoiuided  Hmfltm  mA  kfodb 
down  our  framas  acmtuuiaUy,  and  aadi  partiale  aiaiialrf  wHanm 
to  its  <Mcigiiial  pzinaipla    Hie  blood  k  a  flaid  dnriiad  fcoBalh» 
food,  nourishing  the  body,  and  filling  the  yacaaoiea :  iak  ymlh 
this  is  more  thaa  safficknt  to  wippty  the  waaH^aad  hioo 
growth ;  bat  in  advanoed  ago  the  aoppty  ia  knlhoallia 
and  hence  diminiition :  the  pcinoigte  cf  tbe  bodf  MiyMtIb  ait 
stronger  than  those  of  wUeh  the  aUiaeat  n  eoaqnaadL  aai 
easily  reduce  them  lo  their  SBbstanoe;  bal  in  adfneed  m^ 
they  become  weaker,  and  henoe  are  diasolyed  by  tbem;  wiien 
this  is  the  case  in  the  spinal  marrow,  die  bcmds  whieh  held  tbe 
soul  being  dissolved,  it  escapes,  and  thus  oocaaioiui  deatlli, 
Premature  diseases  and  deaths  are  to  be  ascribed  to  disoiderB 
in  the  principles  tbemselyes^  consisting  in  a  want  of  rig^t  pto- 
porticm  in  their  mixture,  or  in  their  not  obsenring  their  a|^io* 
priate  relative  place*    Thus,  when  the  fire  is  in  excess  we  hav» 
inflanmiatory  fevers;  when  the  air,  quotidian  intermittents; 
when  the  water,  tertian;  when  the  earth,  quartan;  the  earlb 
being  heavier  than  the  other  elements  requires  four  tanea  the 
length  of  time  occupied  by  the  fire  to  diange  its  positiim;  and 
proportionally  of  the  rest 

When  the  bile  directs  itself  externally  and  fixes  on  the  skilly 
it  causes  various  kinds  of  tumours,  accompanied  by  inflaoun^- 
tion  called  phlegmons;  when  kept  within  it  causes  bunaioy 
diseases;  it  is  principally  injurious  when  being  mixed  witll 
the  blood  it  corrupts  the  fibres  (certain  filaments  fliffnnedi 
through  the  blood)  and  penetrates  to  the  spinal  marrow,  where 
it  breaks  the  bonds  that  retain  the  soul,  unless  the  other  pftrta 
of  the  body  in  dissolving  deprive  the  bile  of  the  force  which  it 
possesses,  when  it  finds  egress  fiom  the  body  through  the 
stomach  or  bowels,  causing  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  &c.,  which  are 
to  be  considered  as  salutary  efforts  of  nature. 

The  phlegm  when  mild  and  insipid  forms  swellings  and  aonae 
impurities  of  the  skin ;  when  mixed  with  vesicles  of  air  it  oooar 
sions  a  species  of  dropsy,  called  white  pUegm  (leucophleg- 
masia  ?) ;  mixed  with  black  bile  and  reaching  the  braiii, 
epil^y.     Catarrh  is  occasioned  by  acrid  or  saline  phlegm. 
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The  iwtob  i»  dugwttrf  at  %  Hffay  being,  whioh  being 
endowed  with  a  demre  to  conceive,  U  this  denre  be  not  gratified, 
it  beoomea  kvkaled^  tiavwiau  the  Taaoaa  porta  of  the  body, 
etope  the  pefee,  checlB  re^iialion,  and  canaca  gxeat  inqnietnde 
(hysteria). 

Plato  agveed  wilb  EBppOiffatea  in  bdienng  that  diaeasee  have 
a  eertain  nannatperiod  (rf  dnrationV  as  there  ia  a  natotal  period 
for  tJie  doiMoft  of  liSb,  jmhgm  imeampted  by  aeoidental  circum- 
stances; and  hence  that  it  ia  better  to  aim  at  rendering  the 
oonrse  of  the  disease  mild  by  soitaUe  diet,  Aan  at  cutting  it 
short  by  mediome,  espeoially  porgattvea,  which  should  be  em- 
ployed only  in  great  extremity,  otherwise  we  render  a  slight 
disease  severe,  and  a  simple  disease  complicated. 

The  views  of  Plato  in  general  accorded  with  thoae  of  Hippo- 
crates, for  whom  he  testified  great  respect.  In  one  opinion  he 
differed,  for  whereas  Hippocrates  maintained  that  a  physician 
should  be  in  reality  and  in  appearance  a  healthy  person,  Plato 
thought  that  he  should  have  lived  among  the  sick  from  hia 
infancy,  and  should  have  passed  through  many  diseases,  and  be 
of  an  infirm  constitution,  in  order  die  more  accurately  to  under- 
stand and  sympathise  with  hia  patient 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  views  of  these  two  great 
men  seetn  to  be-  met  by  the  instnietions  of  Hahnemann,  who 
taught,  the  physicians  to  become  acquainted  vnth  the  sensations 
Of '  disease  -by  pet^onal  -  eapisrimenta  with  the  -  medicinea,  while 
thievery  proceas  aided  by  a^well  regulate^  diet  tended  to  eatab^^ 
Hsh  a  really  sound  state  of  health. 

>  Ootempemry  with  Plato  waa  Dionyaius  the  elder,  tyrant  of 
Syracuse,  who  is  said  to  have  practised  both  medicine  and  sur* 
gery.  Nicomachus,  the  father  of  Aristotle,  was  physieian  to 
Amyntas,  father  of  Philip  of  Macedon ;  eotemporary  with  whom 
was  Menecrates,  whose  reason  appeara  to  have  been  sacrificed 
to  his  vanity.  It  is  said  that  before  undertaking  a  case  he  re- 
quired that  the  patient  on  recovery  ahould  attend  him  wherever  he 
went,  decorated  with  the  insignia  of  a  deity,  while  he  himself  in 
purple  robe  and  crown  of  gold  should  personate  Jupiter.  Thus 
he  wrote  to  Philip  of  Macedon :  "  Menecrates  Jupiter  to  Philipi 
greeting:    Thou  reignest  in  Macedonia,  and  I  in  medicine; 
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thou  givest  death  to  those  who  are  in  health ;  I  restore  life  to 
the  sick ;  thy  guard  is  composed  of  Macedonians ;  the  gods 
themselves  constitute  mine."  In  order  to  treat  him  with  all  the 
honour  due  to  divinity,  Philip  invited  him  to  a  feast,  where  he 
was  placed  at  an  altar  and  regaled  with  perfumes  and  Uhations, 
while  the  merely  mortal  guests  enjoyed  the  more  substantial 
pleasures  of  an  earthly  banquet. 

The  works  which  Aristotle  is  said  to  have  written  on  medi- 
cine have  not  been  preserved.  The  great  facilities  afforded  him 
by  Alexander  for  the  study  of  natural  history  and  comparative 
anatomy  might  have  led  to  greater  accuracy  than  he  seems  to 
have  attained :  for  some  of  his  statements  it  is  difficult  to 
account,  as  when  he  asserts  that  the  necks  of  all  animals  are 
flexible,  except  those  of  wolves  and  hons,  whose  necks  are 
formed  of  a  single  bone,  and  that  the  bones  of  lions  have  no 
marrow. 

He  regarded  the  heart  as  the  principle  and  source  of  the  veins 
and  the  blood.     The  blood  passes  from  the  heart  into  the  veins, 
but  none  comes  from  any  place  to  the  heart.     Two  veins  come 
from  the  heart,  the  largest  from  the  right  side,  the  smallest  from 
the  left,  called  the  aorta,  and  these  two  distribute  the  blood  to 
all  parts  of  the  body.     In  the  heart  are  three  cavities  or  ventri- 
cles; that  in  the  middle  though  the  smallest  is  the  common 
origin  of  all  the  rest,  and  the  blood  it  contains  is  the  most  tem- 
perate and  pure;  that  of  the  right  ventricle  is  the  warmest;  that 
of  the  left  the  coldest ;  all  these  communicate  with  the  lungs  by 
means  of  vessels  different  from  the  great  veins  already  men- 
tioned, which  are  distributed  all  through  the  substance  of  the 
lungs.     Not  only  the  veins  or  blood  vessels  but  also  the  nerves 
take  their  origin  from  the  heart.     The  aorta  itself  partakes  of 
the  character  of  a  nerve,  and  in  its  extremities  resembles  a  true 
nerve,  having  no  cavity  and  being  extended  in  the  same  manner 
as  a  nerve  in  the  parts  where  it  terminates.    The  common  prin- 
ciple of  movement  and  feeling  is  in  the  heart,  which  is  also  the 
source  of  nourishment  by  means  of  the  blood,  and  in  the  form 
of  natural  heat,  the  source  of  the  passions,  of  the  sensations, 
and  the  seat  of  the  soul.     To  the  brain  a  far  less  important 
place  in  the  animal  economy  is  assigned,  being  merely  a  mass 
composed  of  earth  and  water,  without  blood  or  sensation,  of 
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quite  a  different  nature  from  the  spinal  marrow^  and  apparently 
having  no  very  definite  or  important  office  at  all,  unless  it  be 
to  refresh  or  temper  the  heat  of  the  heart,  an  expression  which  if 
understood  metaphorically  is  not  far  from  the  truth.  What  more 
important  function  has  the  intellect  than  the  regulation  of  the 
passions  ? 

The  chief  use  of  the  liver,  the  spleen  and  the  kidneys,  is  to 
support  the  veins  and  fasten  them  in  their  place,  but  the  liver 
also  aids  digestion  by  giving  heat  to  the  stomach  and  bowels ; 
the  spleen  is  necessary  to  turn  aside,  collect  and  mature  the 
the  moist  vapours  that  rise  from  the  belly ;  the  kid;ieys  imbibe 
a  part  of  the  excrement  from  the  bladder  when  it  is  excessive. 
Conception  is  effected  by  the  union  of  the  semen  of  the  male 
with  the  menstrual  fluid  in  the  womb,  but  there  is  no  semen 
proper  to  the  female. 

Respiration  is  effected  by  the  heart  swelling  from  excess  of 
heat,  and  obliging  the  lungs  and  the  chest  to  dilate  and  then  to 
receive  the  air  which  is  insinuated  into  the  heart,  and  cools  that 
organ,  carrying  with  it  on  its  return  the  thick  and  hot  vapours 
which  exhale  from  it.  The  sole  office  of  the  diaphragm  is  to 
separate  the  chest  from  the  belly,  in  order  that  the  chest,  which 
is  the  seat  of  the  soul,  may  not  be  infected  by  vapours  arising 
from  the  belly,  a  doctrine  also  capable  of  an  excellent  tnetapho- 
rical  explanation. 

Among  the  physicians  cotemporary  with  Aristotle  was  Philip 
the  Acamanian  physician  to  Alexander,  the  story  of  whose 
fidelity  is  interesting  to  the  observer  of  human  nature  in  general, 
and  his  method  of  treatment  especially  so  to  the  physician. 
Alexander,  heated  and  weary,  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to 
bathe  in  the  cool  waters  of  the  Gydnus :  he  was  seized  with 
sudden  shivering,  paleness,  and  almost  total  insensibility.  On 
recovering  from  his  first  attack  he  enquired  what  aid  could  be 
afforded  by  medicine,  but  with  characteristic  impatience  sought 
speedy  death  rather  than  tardy  cure.  His  friends  entreated  him 
to  submit  more  implicitly  to  the  physicians,  and  especially  to 
trust  to  the  ordinary  methods  of  treatment,  rather  than  to  any 
less  familiarly  known,  but  which  might  promise  more  speedy 
relief;  and  they  were  the  more  urgent  because  Darius  was  said 
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to  have  offered  1000  darics  to  the  person  who  should  effect  tlid 
death  of  Alexander.  Philip  the  Acarnanian,  the  companion  of 
his  youth  and  the  guardian  of  his  health,  proposed  a  remedy 
not  hasty  indeed  hut  powerful,  and  not  to  be  taken  till  the  third 
day.  The  proposal  pleased  none  but  the  patient,  who  only 
regretted  the  delay.  Meanwhile  he  received  letters  from  Par- 
menio  accusing  Philip  of  treachery.  He  nevertheless  determined 
to  confide  in  his  friend,  and  sealing  the  letter  reserved  it  till  the 
period  should  arrive  for  taking  the  medicine,  resolved  that  it 
was  better  to  die  by  the  wickedness  of  another  than  by  his  own 
fear.  At  the  time  appointed  he  simultaneously  placed  the  letter 
in  Philip's  hand,  and  drank  the  potion ;  ordering  him  to  read 
the  letter,  and,  watching  his  countenance,  he  was  convinced  of 
his  integrity.  But  the  immediate  effect  of  the  medicine  was 
such  as  to  confirm  the  suspicion  of  treachery.  The  royal 
patient  fainted,  circulation  seemed  to  be  arrested,  and  all  the  art 
of  Phihp  was  engaged  to  restore  him, — by  fomentations,  by  the 
odour  of  meat  and  wine,  by  cheering  and  inspiriting  conversa- 
tion when  capable  of  being  thus  addressed.  By  these  means 
were  regained  his  mental  and  bodily  vigour,  and  after  three 
days  he  was  able  to  appear  before  his  army.  It  is  obvious  to 
remark  the  specific  and  homoeopathic  character  of  the  medicine 
employed,  and  the  probably  unnecessary  severity  of  its  action. 

The  reputation  of  Diodes  was  so  great  tliat  he  was  called  a 
second  Hippocrates.  He  was  reckoned  an  excellent  physician 
and  a  humane  man,  exercising  his  skill  from  benevolence  when 
there  was  no  prospect  of  remuneration.  He  was  also  distin- 
guished by  the  modesty  inseparable  from  true  wisdom  forbidding 
the  attempt  to  explain  everything,  or  to  withhold  confidence 
from  that  which  experience  has  sanctioned  because  we  may  be 
ignorant  of  the  mode  of  its  operation.  He  addressed  a  letter  to 
Antigonus,  one  of  the  successors  of  Alexander,  on  the  preserva- 
tion of  health ;  making  it  to  consist  in  foreseeing  maladies  by 
certain  signs,  and  averting  them  by  certain  remedies.  He 
divides  the  body  into  four  parts — the  head,  the  chest,  the  belly 
and  the  bladder :  to  remedy  the  diseases  of  the  head  he  recom- 
mends frictions  and  gargles;  for  the  chest,  emetics;  for  the 
belly,  a  free  dondition  preserved  not  by  medicine  but  by  diet ; 
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for  the  bladder,  diuretics.  He  wrote  a  book  on  diseases,  their 
causes  and  cures,  quoted  by  G^en,  in  which  he  seems  clearly 
to  describe  dyspepsia.  He  also  wrote  on  the  diseases  of  women, 
and  on  plants.  He  gave  instructions  on  the  method  to  be  pur- 
sued in  dissections.  In  practice  he  resembled  Hippocrates, 
bleeding  and  purging  according  to  rule,  and  minutely  observing 
periods,  particularly  the  number  sevett,  in  days,  weeks,  months 
and  years.  In  ileus  he  made  the  patient  swallow  a  ball  of  leady 
probably  hoping  to  effect  a  cure  by  its  mechtmical  pressure,  but 
unwittingly  adopting  a  homoeopathic  remedy.  He  was  also  the 
inventor  of  some  surgical  instruments. 

About  the  same  time  lived  Praxagoras  of  Cos,  the  last  of  the 
family  of  the  Asclepiades  :  he  enjoyed  a  great  reputation  as  an 
anatomist,  apparently  without  much  claim  to  it.  His  senti- 
ments were  similar  to  those  of  Aristotle  in  a  great  degree :  he 
made  great  distinctions  among  the  humours,  on  the  disposi- 
tion of  which  depended  diseases.  In  practice  he  greatly  advo- 
cated emetics,  which  in  ileus  he  carried  so  far  as  to  promote  the 
vomiting  of  excrements,  (s.  s.  c.)  His  theory  of  fever  was,  that 
it  has  its  seat  in  the  trunk  of  the  vena  cava  between  the  liver 
and  the  kidneys. 

Of  Chrysippus,  the  physician  of  Cnidos,  we  know  little  more 
than  that  he  forbade  the  practice  of  bleeding  and  purging, 
though  sanctioned  as  we  have  seen  from  the  earliest  period.  Of 
his  disciples  perhaps  the  most  eminent  is  Erasistratus,  to  whom 
Galen  ascribes  the  restoration  of  the  science  of  anatomy  after  it 
had  fallen  into  neglect.  He  is  said  to  have  been  among  the  first 
to  dissect  human  bodies,  and  indeed  to  have  anatomised  some 
Uving  animals  consigned  to  him  by  Ptolemy  Soter  (to  whom 
fell  the  government  of  Egypt  after  the  death  of  Alexander,  and 
who  devoted  much  attention  to  the  advancement  of  learning, 
and  founded  the  famous  Ubrary  and  academy  of  Alexandria) 
and  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  his  son. 

Erasistratus  appears  to  have  been  the  first  to  discover  the  true 
ftinctions  of  the  nerves.  Bufus  the  Ephesian  says  that  he 
recognised  two  kinds  of  nerves,  one  for  sensation  and  the  other 
for  motion ;  that  the  first  are  hollow  and  derived  from  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain,  and  the  others  from  the  brain  itself  and 
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oerebellum ;  but  Galen  says  that  subsequently  he  traced  all  the 
nerves  to  the  brain.  He  gives  an  account  of  the  ventricles  and 
convolutions  of  the  brain  and  cerebellum,  and  seems  to  associate 
the  superiority  of  the  human  understanding  with  the  multiplicity 
and  variety  of  these  convolutions  (phrenology).  From  the  brain 
also  he  traced  the  nerves  of  the  organs  of  sense, ''  so  that  to  speak 
in  one  word,  the  brain  is  the  origin  of  all  that  is  done  in  the 
body."  He  also  describes  the  valves  of  the  heart  under  the  name  of 
membranes ;  and  speaking  of  the  pulmonary  artery  or  vein,  and 
of  the  aorta,  he  says  that  they  are  each  adapted  to  convey  from 
the  heart,  one  to  carry  blood  to  the  lungs,  the  other  to  carry 
spirit  throughout  the  body.  The  membranes  or  valves  alter- 
nately render  services  to  the  heart  of  an  opposite  character. 
Those  which  are  attached  to  vessels  which  introduce  matters 
look  from  without  inwards  that  they  may  sink  when  pressed  by 
the  impetuosity  of  the  matter  conveyed  and  may  open  to  admit 
them,  for  we  must  not  believe  that  they  enter  themselves  as  into 
an  inanimate  receptacle,  but  the  heart  by  its  diastole  attracts 
them  as  a  bellows  attracts  air.  The  membranes  of  the  vessels 
which  carry  out  matters  look  from  within  outwards,  so  that 
being  easily  laid  down  by  the  substances  in  their  exit  they 
open  the  orifices  while  the  heart  furnishes  or  carries  forward  the 
matters ;  while  on  the  other  hand  they  close  the  same  orifices^ 
and  allow  nothing  to  return  that  has  once  escaped.  Yet  not- 
withstanding this  accurate  description  of  the  purposes  of  the 
valves  he  strangely  maintained  the  doctrine  that  the  left  ventri- 
cle and  arteries  contained  nothing  but  air  or  spirit,  and  that  in 
the  face  of  his  own  observations,  for  he  explains  the  presence  of 
blood  in  that  ventricle  by  supposing  that  at  the  instant  of 
dissection  the  spirit  evaporates  and  the  blood  rushes  in  to 
supply  its  place.  Into  this  error  he  was  probably  led  by  his 
being  unable  to  assign  a  sufficient  use  for  two  sets  of  vessels  in 
order  to  convey  the  same  fluid,  not  having  reached  the  doctrine 
of  the  circulation,  though  he  came  so  near  to  it. 

His  theory  of  fever  and  inflammation  was  founded  on  his 
views  of  the  arteries  and  veins.  The  yena  cava  is  the  reservoir 
of  the  blood,  the  aorta  of  the  spirit  or  air.  These  reservoirs 
being  constantly  subdivided  continually  increase  in  number  and 
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dimmish  in  size,  and  before  the  branches  reach  the  sur&ce  they 
become  so  minute  that  the  blood  cannot  escape.  In  this  man- 
ner, while  the  blood  remains  in  its  own  place  without  passing 
into  the  arteries  though  so  near,  the  body  retains  its  natural 
healthy  state.  But  when  this  economy  is  troubled  by  any 
yiolent  cause  and  the  blood  enters  the  arteries,  disease  ensues ; 
the  most  fruitful  cause  of  disease  is  superfluity  of  blood,  by 
which  the  tunics  of  the  veins  being  dilated,  the  blood  is  allowed 
to  escape  into  the  arteries,  and  opposes  the  course  of  the  spirit 
or  air :  if  the  opposition  be  direct,  or  if  the  blood  stop  near  a 
principal  part,  fever  is  occasioned ;  if  the  spirit  repel  it  so  that 
it  pass  not  the  entrance  of  the  artery,  local  inflammation  ensues. 
The  inflammation  and  fever  connected  with  wounds  are  caused 
by  the  sudden  evacuation  of  the  spirit  consequent  on  the  incision 
of  the  artery  causing  the  blood  immediately  to  take  its  place, 
to  prevent  a  vacuum. 

The  purpose  of  respiration  is  to  fill  the  arteries  with  air,  and 
is  thus  performed.  The  chest  expanding,  the  lungs  also 
expand  to  become  filled  with  air,  which  passes  to  the  extremities 
of  the  arteria  aspera,  and  thence  into  the  extremities  of  the 
arteries  of  the  lungs,  whence  the  dilation  of  the  heart  attracts  it 
to  convey  it  to  all  parts  of  the  body  by  the  aorta.  Digestion  is 
effected  by  the  contraction  of  the  stomach  upon  the  food. 
HuDger  is  occasioned  by  vacuity  in  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
and  hence  long  abstinence  may  be  maintained  by  closely  bind- 
ing the  stomach.     The  kidneys  secrete  the  urine. 

In  practice  Erasistratus  appears  to  have  followed  the  precepts 
of  his  master  Chrysippus,  avoiding  bleeding  in  general,  though 
he  is  said  by  some  of  his  disciples  to  have  occasionally  though 
rarely  adopted  that  practice,  perhaps  to  avoid  the  odium  which 
might  fall  upon  themselves  were  they  absolutely  to  renounce  a 
method  sanctioned  by  such  general  adoption.  The  difficulty 
and  uncertainty  of  that  mode  of  cure  seems  to  have  been  his 
ground  of  objection  rather  than  any  theoretical  principle.  He 
was  equally  sparing  of  purgatives,  though  he  occasionally  used 
mild  injections.  The  end  kept  in  view  in  bleeding  and  purging 
he  considered  to  be  depletion,  which  might  be  accomplished 
by  other  less  objectionable  means,  especially  fasting  or  very 
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figbt  diet,  mei!6i9i;  ei^ere^B^;  swcfathig  6y  iiidiuui  ^-^  batb, 
^^tieaa  tb^  fatdatmrs  voided  by  the  cdd  t^  poffgatives  are  iiot 
fdmply  the  abstractioii  of  superflaotui  fluids  pveviouilyeKiBting 
(which  would  be  the  true  theory  of  depietion)  but  ureifaniied  in 
great  port  by  the  medicine  itdelf.  H&  was  much  i^j^osed'  to 
heterog6nk)ii8  and  complicated  preeforiptiotiB/is^eU  as  to  much 
theoretical  speculation  on  the  cause  of  disease.^  He  does  not 
forbid  investigation  of  the  cause,  but  he  does  not  consider  the 
knowledge  of  such  cause  a  su£Scient  indication  of  the  remedy : 
though  these  remote  speculations  might  be  indulged  as  a  matter 
of  curiosity,  yet  the  sensible  causes  (symptoms  ?)  only  could 
afford  an  indication  of  the  cure.  Though  a  bold  snigeon,  he 
disapproved  of  paracentesis  in  dropsy,  lest  the  liver  being 
iswelled  and  indurated  should  suffer  from  the  pressure  of  the 
surrounding  parts  when  the  fluid  was  removed.  He  was  the 
author  of  several  works  on  various  diseases,  as  well  as  anatomy, 
and  one  against  the  physicians  of  Oos,  including  Hippocrates, 
whom  he  generally  opposed ;  tliough  possibly  the  real  object  of 
his  opposition  was  rather  the  Hippocratic  school  than  Hippo- 
'  ctates  himself.  He  had  many  followers  who  regarded  him  with 
great  veneration,  and  continued  his  school  at  least  till  the  time 
of  Galen. 

In  some  degree  allied  with  him  was  Herophilus,  who  lived 
under  Ptolemy  Soter.  He  was  cotemporary  with  the  sophist 
Diodorus,  who  denied  the  existence  of  motion  on  the  ground 
that  if  a  body  move  it  must  be  in  the  space  where  it  is  or  in  the 
space  where  it  is  not;  now  it  moves  not  where  it  is  for  there  it 
remains,  and  it  moves  not  where  it  is  not,  for  where  it  is  not 
it  cannot  act  or  suf]fer  at  all.  The  philosopher  having  dislocated 
his  arm  applied  to  Herophilus,  who  met  him  by  his  own  reason- 
ing— "Either  your  arm,"  said  he,  'Ms  dislocated  in  the  place 
where  it  is  or  where  it  is  not ;  but  according  to  your  principles 
it  cannot  have  been  dislocated  in  either."  The  philosopher 
entreated  him  to  leave  off  dialectics  and  practise  surgery. 

Herophilus  is  said  to  have  dissected  living  human  subjects : 
according  to  TertuUian  a  great  number  and  with  little  advan- 
tage, for  death  bringing  a  great  change  to  all  the  parts  they  are 
not  the  same  as  in  life,  especially  when  death  is  occasioned  by 
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torments^-^  lunt  uroiAy^  <be  «l(entioA  iOi^odeai  pk]hyaiolog]8t9. 
He  is  mach  commended  by  Gakn  for  bis  anatomical  knowledge. 
He  paid  great  attention  to  the  anatomy  of  the  nerves,  bat  does 
not  appear  tO'  have  been  perfectly  £ree  from  the  error  of  oon- 
fbmiding.ihe  nerves  with  the  tendons  or  ligaments^  inasmuch  as 
he  divided  the  nerves  into  three  classes :  1.  Those  of  sensation 
and  voluntary  motion^  which  are  derived  partly  from  the 
brain,  partly  from  the  spinal  marrow :  the  2nd  come  from  the 
bones  and  terminate  in  the  bones:  the  drd  come  from  the 
muscles  and  terminate  in  the  muscles.  He  gave  names  to 
some  parts  of  the  body  which  are  still  retained,  as  the  duodenum, 
the  retina,  and  some  others,  and  seems  to  have  noticed  the  lacteals. 
He  paid  very  minute  attention  to  the  pulse,  and  to  the  study  of 
botany,  or  the  materia  medioa,  observing  that  the  plants  which 
we  constantly  tread  under  foot  are  possessed  of  powerful  proper- 
ties which  were  either  useless  or  divine,  according  to  the  skill 
with  which  they  are  employed. 

About  the  same  period  lived  Theophrastus,  who  though  not 
a  practising  physician,  wrote  much  concerning  plants  and  cer- 
tain forms  of  disease,  treating  of  their  causes  rather  than  their 
cures.  Also  Menon,  who  wrote  an  account  of  the  medical 
theories  taught  before  his  time,  which  is  unfortunately  lost.  He 
speaks  of  a  disease  which  he  ascribes  to  the  liver,  which  led  the 
patient  to  chase  rats;  a  malady  not  yet  wholly  obsolete  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  records  of  our  sporting  chronicles. 

About  the  time  of  Grasistratus  and  Herophilus  the  practice 
of  medicine  came  to  be  divided  into  tbxee  brandies :  the  dietetic, 
the  pharmaceutic,  and  the  surgical.  The  first  corresponding  to 
physicians  of  the  present  day,  and  employing  diet  and  internal 
remedies :  the  2nd,  principaUy  external  remedies :  and  the  did, 
the  manual  treatment  of  outward  disorders  when  external  appli- 
cations had  failed.  Formerly  as  now  there  was  danger  of  error 
or. imposition  in  the  pharmacopolaa  or  sellers  of  drugs>  and  hence 
Pliny  censures  those  physicians  who  take  their  medicines  in 
trust  instead  of  preparing  them  themselves.  The  various  dis- 
tinctions were  not  very  rigidly  observed. 

Wearied  with  the  unsatisfttctory  speculations  of  philosophers 
and  physioiansi  there  arose  in  the  third  century  b.  c.  a  sect 
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which  professedly  renonnced  them  and  allowed  no  weight  to 
anything  hut  experience.     Of  this  school  the  most  conspicuous 
was   Serapion    of   Alexandria,   though   a  similar  practice   is 
ascribed  by  some  to  Philinus,  and  by  others  to  Acron  of  Agri- 
gentum.     The  principle,  indeed,  must  have  been  acknowledged 
in  the  earliest  periods  when  experience  was  the  only  goide,  but 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  made  the  distinguishing  doctrine 
of  a  particular  school  till  after  the  introduction  of  philosophical 
and   theoretical   speculations.      This    school  maintained  that 
experience  might  be  obtained  in  three  ways:  1st,  from  chance, 
as  when  a  violent  headache  has  been  relieved  by  an  accidental 
opening  of  a  vein  about  the  head,  or  from  the  operations  of 
unassisted  nature,   as  when  relief  has  been  obtained  from   a 
spontaneous  bleeding  at  the  nose,  diarrhcea,  &c. :    2nd,  from 
experiments  instituted  by  design,  as  when  a  person  bitten  by  a 
serpent  applies  to  the  wound  the  first  herb  that  he  finds :  Srd, 
from  imitation  of  the  results  of  chance,  nature,  or  experiment. 
When  this  last  method  has  been  repeated  with  sufBcient  fre- 
quency it  constitutes  the  art  of  medicine.     Observation,  or  the 
actual  experience  of  each  individual,  history  or  the  result  of 
many  observations  reduced  to  writing,  and  the  transitua  a  simi- 
libus,  or  the  treatment  of  a  new  disease  of  which  we  have  no 
experience,  by  imitating  the  treatment  of  those  which  most 
closely  resemble  it,  either  in  its  nature  or  locality,  or  the  adop- 
tion of  a  medicine  most  closely  resembling  one  which  we  have 
found  useful  when  that  one  is  not  at  hand :  these  three  sources 
of  information  constituted  what  by  the  empirics  was  called  the 
tripod  of  medicine :  the  second  source  or  history  being  their 
great  repertory ;  but  in  consulting  it  they  did  not  confine  them- 
selves to  the  similarity  of  individual  symptoms,  but  regulated 
their  practice  by  the  aggregate  ((ruvSfO/xif),  which  name,  further, 
they  gave  not  to  a  mere  combination  of  symptoms  but  to  such 
an  assemblage  as  they  had  observed  after  a  wide  induction  to 
be  similarly  associated  in  their  commencement,  progress   and 
decline,  which  aggregate  of  symptoms  they  distinguished  by  a 
common  name,  according  to  the  part  most  afiected,  as  pleurisy, 
peripneumonia,  &c.>  or  the  prominent  symptom,  as  fever,  in- 
flammation, &c.,  or  a  supposed  resemblance  to  a  natural  object. 
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as  elephaDtiasis.  So  that  the  empirics  did  not  alter  the  names 
of  diseases  in  common  use,  nor  did  they  distinguish  them  by 
any  other  means :  the  difference  between  them  and  the  dogma- 
tists consisted  in  this,  that  while  the  former  were  content  to 
know  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  as  described  above,  and 
busied  themselves  with  nothing  further  except  the  remedies,  the 
latter  sought  for  the  cattse  of  these  symptoms,  a  labour  which 
to  the  empirics  appeared  either  unnecessary  or  hopeless. 

The  different  views  of  these  schools  are  so  practically  impor- 
tant and  exert  such  an  influence  on  medical  practice,  even  at 
the  present  day,  that  they  deserve  a  more  particular  considera* 
tion.  We  shall,  therefore,  give  a  summary  of  the  arguments 
on  each  side  as  contained  in  Gelsus. 

The  dogmatists  maintained  that  it  was  necessary  to  know 
the  hidden  causes  of  disease  as  well  as  the  manifest;  the 
natural  actions  and  functions  of  the  human  body,  and  therefore 
the  internal  parts.  It  is  impossible,  said  they,  to  cure  a  disease 
unless  we  know  whence  it  arises,  for  it  is  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  treatment  should  be  the  same  whatever  be  the 
cause,  whether  excess  or  defect  in  one  of  the  four  elements,  as 
some  philosophers  have  thought,  or  wholly  from  the  humours, 
as  Herophilus,  or  from  the  spirits,  as  Hippocrates,  or  from  the 
transfusion  of  the  blood,  as  firasistratus,  or  from  small  bodies 
stopping  the  invisible  passages,  as  Asolepiades.  They  do  not 
deny  the  necessity  of  experience,  but  they  maintain  that  it  can- 
not be  obtained  without  reasoning  :  for  it  is  not  likely  that 
those  who  first  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  recommended 
the  first  thing  that  occurred  to  their  imagination,  but  rather 
that  experience  confirmed  the  justice  of  the  results  arrived  at 
after  long-continued  reflection.  New  forms  of  disease  also 
present  themselves,  for  the  treatment  of  which  we  have  no 
experience  to  guide  us :  if  therefore  we  make  no  enquiry  into 
their  origin  our  selection  of  remedies  will  be  merely  the  result 
of  hazard :  with  respect  to  natural  functions,  it  is  necessary  to 
know  why  and  how  we  receive  the  air  into  our  lungs,  and  why 
some  escapes  after  having  entered:  why  we  take  nourishment^ 
how  the  food  is  prepared  (digested)  and  distributed  through  the 
body :  why  the  arteries  pulsate :  what  are  the  causes  of  watch- 
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iiilness  and  deep.  For  example:  whether  the  food  is  pounded 
in  the  stomach,  as  Erasistratus  taught;  or  oorropted^  as  Flisto- 
niciis;  or  digested  by  a  particular  heat,  as  Hippocrates;  ot 
whether  all  articles  of  food  aie  distributed  in  their  crude  state  to 
the  Tarious  parts  of  the  bodyi  acoordiDg  to  Asclepiades;  for 
according  to  our  views  on  these  paints  must  we  select  food  that 
is  easily  bruised,  or  corrupted,  or  digested,  or  the  least  liable 
to  change  its  nature?  And  since  the  most  serious  diseases  take 
their  origin  from  the  interior  of  the  body,  it  is  necessary  to 
become  acquainted  with  those  parts,  and  without  an  examination 
into  their  natural  state  we  can  never  know  their  morbid  state ; 
and  therefore,  Erasistratus  and  Herophilus  did  well  to  sacrifice 
a  small  number  of  animals  to  the  interest  of  a  great  number  of 
innocent  persons. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  empirics  replied  that  they  professed 
to  know  only  the  manifest  causes  of  disease,  all  questions  con- 
cerning the  hidden  causes  and  natural  functions  being  super- 
fluous, since  nature  is  itself  incomprehensible,  a  truth  evinced 
by  the  conflicting  sentiments  of  those  who  had  engaged  in  suoh 
disputes,  all  of  whom  had,  nevertheless,  effected  cures ;  that  the 
means  employed  by  physicians  were  different  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  one  remedy  being  found  necessary  at  Rome, 
another  in  Egypt,  a  third  among  the  Gauls,  which  could  not  be 
if  the  causes  of  disease  were  the  same  in  all.  That  even  when 
the  causes  are  manifest,  as  in  wounds,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  cure  is  equally  manifest  If  then  the  knowledge  of  evident 
causes  do  not  suggest  the  necessary  remedy,  why  should  the 
knowledge  of  such  as  are  hidden  ?  And  that  these  diffioolt 
questions  have  no  very  close  bearing  on  practice  appears  from 
the  success  of  physicians  of  every  school,  which  arises  from 
their  following  in  practice  the  dictates  of  experience  rather  than 
the  knowledge  of  hidden  causes.  Neither  did  medicine  owe  its 
origin  to  such  enquiries,  but  to  minute  observation.  Some 
patients  in  the  early  part  of  theiLr  illness  took  nourishment 
because  their  appetite  was  mot  affected;' otJiers,  having  disin- 
clinatioQ  to  food,  took  none,  and  these  recovered  most  rapidly : 
hence  was  inferred  the  propriety  of  abstinence.  The  use  of  a 
medicine  took  its  rise  from  experience,  sometimes  from  the 
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benefit  conferred  Ky  it,  sometiawe  from  the  detriment  ooo»^ 
sioned,  nor  was  it  tilt  after  remedies  had  been  in  tiuB  manner 
discovered  that  men  set  themeelTea  to  epeonlate  on  the  mode  of 
their  operation,  Tbey  denied  that  new  diseaaea  of  neoemit^ 
required  new  remedies,  the  beat  method  being  to  try  thosa 
which  had  been  fonnd  osefbl  in  cases  as  nearly  similar  as 
possible.  They  were  very  for  from  snpposing  that  a  physician 
coald  diapenee  with  reasoning,  bat  they  held  that  this  effort  of 
mind  should  be  devoted  to  the  ^ure  rather  tban  the  cause  of 
the  disease ;  that  it  is  not  neceesary  to  know  hote  the  food  is 
digested  in  order  to  know  what  kind  of  food  is  the  most  easily 
digested.  Instead  of  enquiring  hour  or  why  we  breathe,  tbey 
thought  it  well  to  seek  remediee  for  cough  and  dyBpD<Ea. 
Neither  could  they  justify  the  cruelty  of  the  Dogmatists  in 
making  medicine,  whose  legitimate  office  ia  the  promotion  of 
the  well-being  of  mankind,  an  instrument  for  their  destnictioiL 
And  that  without  any  gatisfaotory  result:  for  it  is  highly  im- 
probable  that  parts  thus  violently  exposed  ahoold  preacDt  the 
appearance  which  they  have  when  undisturbed,  since  fear  and 
pain,  abstinence  and  fulness,  and  a  thonsand  other  income 
modities  produce  changes  even  on  persons  otherwise  in  health ; 
how  much  more  must  the  tender  parts  within  be  aflected  by 
exposure  to  light  and  air,  to  the  knife  and  death  ? 

Perhaps  this  controversy,  like  most  othen,  owed  mnch  of  its 
permanence  and  its  acrimony  to  tho  determination  of  each 
party  to  consider  itself  wholly  right,  and  its  opponent  wholly 
wrong,  instead  of  willingly  recognizing  the  existence  of  tradi, 
of  error,  and  of  defect  in  both.  To  theorize  and  to  epeoolats 
on  the  hidden  caiue  of  disease  is  a  difierent  thing  from  an 
investigation,  however  far  it  may  be  carried,  into  the  intemd 
forma  of  disease,  nor  can  that  knowledge  of  a  disease  ha 
regarded  as  complete  which  consists  merely  in  a  knowledge  of 
those  symptoms  which  appear  on  the  aaifaoe,  while  it  is  known 
and  confessed  that  other  symptoms  {or  characters  of  the  disease) 
are  actually  existing  within.  To  aseertain  theae  symptoms  is 
not  to  theorize  or  dogmatise  on  the  hidden  or  imaginary  oaaae, 
but  to  search  after  a  fuller  anquaintanoe  with  the  disease  itself ' 

Pathologioal  anatomy  is^  tberefoist  b  fit  study  ior  the  phyn- 
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oian,  though  it  may  remain  yery  questionable  whether  they 
were  justified  in  the  extent  to  which  they  carried  their  examina- 
tions of  the  living  subject ;  this  question  refers  to  the  moral 
rather  than  scientific  propriety  of  their  conduct,  though  it  is 
also  to  be  confessed  that  there  is  much  truth  and  weight  in  the 
assertion  of  a  necessary  uncertainty  attending  all  results  of 
such  violent  experiments^  an  observation  well  deserving  the 
attention  of  those  who  still  consider  the  lower  animals  fit  sub- 
jects for  the  dissecting  table,  even  during  life;  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  such  philosophers  are  not  restrained  by  con- 
ventional propriety  or  legal  restrictions  rather  than  by  humanity 
from  carrying  their  researches  into  the  higher  regions  of  animal 
life ;  and  certainly  the  inadequacy  of  the  premises  is  augmented 
by  the  difference  in  the  species  examined. 

But  no  degree  of  pathological  anatomy  will  itself  suggest  the 
suitableness  of  a  medicine  apart  from  experiment.  Expose 
with  perfect  clearness  and  certainty  the  morbid  state  of  a  body, 
and  beside  it  place  a  medicinal  substance  hitherto  untried,  and 
what  intelligent  physician  will  venture  to  say  whether  it  shall 
prove  injurious  or  beneficial  ?  No  advance  whatever  in  the 
direction  of  pathological  anatomy  will  by  itself  contribute 
directly  to  therapeutics.  But  supposing  any  knowledge  what- 
ever of  the  medicinal  substance  to  have  been  acquired,  though 
of  the  most  trivial  character,  one  step  has  been  taken  to  bring 
it  within  the  range  of  useful  application.  If  for  example  we 
find  it  to  be  bitter  in  taste,  we  may  conjecture,  but  merely  and 
very  faintly  conjecture,  that  it  will  be  useful  where  other  bitter 
substances  have  been  useful,  which  is  expressed  by  the  em- 
pirical rule  of  transitus  a  similibus,  and  the  application  may 
confirm  our  conjecture.  But  if  we  have  not  by  previous  expe- 
riment found  any  bitter  substance  useful,  or  have  never  asso- 
ciated its  usefulness  with  its  bitter  property,  we  shall  not  be 
induced  to  employ  it,  owing  to  its  poss^sing  this  property,  by 
anything  that  we  may  discover  in  our  pathological  research. 
And  the  same  remark  applies  to  every  other  property.  For  no 
extent  of  knowledge  of  the  physiological  properties  of  any  sub- 
stance, apart  firom  experience  of  those  properties  in  relation  to 
the  human  body,  can  warrant  anything  more  than  mere  conjee- 
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ture  as  to  its  nse.  It  should  seem,  therefore,  that  experience 
must  be  our  guide,  even  on  the  supposition  of  our  pathological 
and  pharmacological  knowledge  being  complete,  but  distinct,  and 
not  as  yet  brought  into  mutual  relation.  But  the  office  of 
reasoning  is  to  explain  the  facts  which  experiment  establish^, 
not  to  supersede  or  interfere  with  them ;  and  its  still  higher 
office  is  to  discover  the  law  which  unites  those  facts.  But  in 
order  to  multiply  these  facts,  and  render  them  more  and  more  re- 
ducible to  a  law  by  becoming  more  and  more  perfectly  acquainted 
with  their  real  character,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  cultivate 
sedulously  and  simultaneously  every  branch  of  natural  know- 
ledge. And  thus  shall  we  find  that  in  this  department  of 
thought  as  in  every  other,  the  great  ultimate  achievement  of 
truth  is  essentially  uniting  and  antisec tartan,  though  it  may 
be  that  the  result  of  its  earlier  and  less  perfect  development  be 
not  "  peace,  but  a  sword " — a  sword  to  discriminate,  though 
not  to  destroy. 


DR.  RUSSELL'S  ADDRESS  AT  THE   SECOND  CON- 
GRESS OF  HOMOEOPATHIC  PRACTITIONERS, 

Held  at  London,  on  the  2Srd  and  24th  July,  185L 

Gentlemen, — It  is  now  nearly  a  century  since  the  birth  of  the 
great  man  to  whom  we  owe  the  reformation  which  gives  us  our 
distinctive  appellation  and  task  ;  and  a  bare  recital  of  the  lead- 
ing events  which  have  been  more  or  less  caused  or  affected  by 
the  idea  he  first  embodied  and  taught,  would  more  than  occupy 
the  space  allotted  to  this  address.  But  it  would  be  more  pro- 
fitable could  we  discover  the  spirit  which  shaped  itself  in  these 
outward  effects,  for  it  is  only  by  so  doing  that  History  becomes 
an  oracle,  dir^ting  us  how  to  act,  and  telling  what  we  may 
anticipate. 

The  career  of  Hahnemann  is  too  familiar  to  us  all  to  require 
narration  here.  The  features  of  his  character  most  important 
to  bear  in  mind  when  we  attempt  to  estimate  the  results  of  his 
life,  are  those  which  he  derived  from  the  country  of  his  birth 
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and  thoso  which  ho  shared  in  conunon.  with  all  great  aotocs  i^ 
this  world  s  drama. 

Germany,  that  land  of  promise,  of  pyromiBe  uafuliilled««-4hal 
land  which  has  so  often  given  us  a  Frinoe  fox  our  throne  and  a 
Monaroh  in  the  realms  of  thought, — ^wasemphatioally  hia  &thar- 
land.  Tlicre  he  acquired  that  width  of  cuUoxe  and  .espaiienoe 
corresponding  to  his  future  elevation ;  thenar  he  .d^viod  tka( 
simplicity,  a  frequent  attendant  if  not  essential  attribute  of  liigh. 
genius,  a  simplicity  blended  with  lofty  imagination,  whioh 
delights  to  recognize  a  symbolic  significance  in  things  of  every 
day  Ufo.  Thus,  upon  one  occasion  being  visited  in  .his  retreat, 
at  Coethen  by  a  disciple  who  had  often  heard  of  the  garden 
attached  to  his  house  which  aObrdcd  him  his  only  ezermse^ 
being  at  tlio  time  unable  £rom  the  hostility  of  his  persecutors  to 
venture  beyond  his  own  threshold,  in  reply  to  the  natural  obser- 
vation of  "  how  small  this  much  talked-of  garden  of  yours  is, 
Hofrath/'  he  observed,  ''  Yes,  it  is  narrow,  but  (pointing  to 
the  sky)  of  infinite  height."  His  enemies  could  not  interdict 
his  ascent,  however  much  they  circumscribed  his  rambles.  And 
thus  he  became  a 

'*  Type  of  the  wise,  who  aoar  bat  never  roam, 
True  to  the  kindred  points  of  heaven  and  home." 

From  the  too  great  inclination  of  his  countrymen  to  exalt  tho 
ideal  over  the  practical,  what  might  be  colled  a  tendency  to  run 
to  ghost,  he  was  saved  by  an  intense  desire,  inherent  in  all  re- 
formers, to  give  substantial  reality  to  the  tnith  ho  had  won  from 
"the  void  and  formless  infinite."  To  the  critical  element  so 
excessive  in  his  time  and  country,  and  which  now  threatens  all 
creeds  and  systems  with  destniction,  he  united  a  faith  firm  as 
that  of  a  former  and  greater  age  and  the  zeal  of  a  prophet, 
which  even  in  the  act  of  consuming  the  old  and  false,  quickens 
into  being  a  higher  and  more  enduring  form  of  life.  To  this 
combination  of  opposite  qualities, .  to  the  profound  abstract 
thinker,  the  scientific  enquirer  united  with  the  vehement  preacher, 
and  the  sagacious  man  of  the  world,  do  we  owe  one  of  the 
greatest  achievements  recorded  in  tlie  annals  of  science. 

As  Hahnemann's  character,  like  that  of  all  men  whose  Uves 
have  told  directly  upon  the  human  race,  was  essentially  national. 
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M  tbe  development  of  his  syetem  in  the  nriom  Unde  where  it 
took  root  presentB  distiDotiou  equally  obantoteiistio  of  their 
iohabitente.  Id  Gvtineny,  great  in  men  and  ideas  and  little 
addicted  to  epODtaneooa  or^^ization,  no  eooner  was  the  doc- 
trine promulgated  than  it  was  partially  accepted,  exposed  to  tbe 
keen  oritioal  aonmes  of  its  mbtJIixiog  intellect,  commented  on 
with  Ae  easy  oaadonr  of  philosophical  scepticism,  and  when 
practioally  espoosed  it  enooontered  the  riak  of  being  lost  in 
abenrd  extremes ;  for  while  the  Hoohpotenzers  waged  war  with 
the  Speoifikers,  both  were  warned  from  the  camp  of  the  thirtieth 
regiment  of  regnlors.  And  now  we  may  eren  descry  in  the  dis- 
tance tbe  bomceopathio  sceptic,  which  seems  to  me  the  strangest 
of  all  anomtdies.  In  short,  in  Germany  men  prefer  taking  the 
wat«h  to  pieces  to  trying  whether  it  will  go.  Hence,  notwith- 
standing the  number,  ability  and  industry  of  its  adherents,  tbe 
system  has  not  made  the  impression  on  its  native  land  which  it 
onght  to  have  done,  and  which  it  would  have  done  had  the 
Germans  been  a  more  practical  nation.  Let  us  at  tbe  same 
time  &ankly  aoknowledgo  onr  immense  obligation  to  them, 
for  they  seem  destined  to  grow  seed-corn  which  they  may  not 
eat.  Vos  non  vobia  is  painfdlly  applicable  to  this  noble  race. 
Alas,  that  in  the  land  which  gave  to  ns  the  art  of  printing,  Uie 
press  should  be  gagged ! 

Although  we  are  now  in  possession  of  a  homoaopathic  map, 
by  that  zBEtlous  apostle  of  the  canse  who  gave  such  volcanic  life 
to  it  in  Sicily,  yet  we  shall  not  venture  upon  the  "  grand  tour," 
hut  content  ourselves  by  applying  the  principles  we  have  indi- 
cated to  tbe  progress  of  Uie  reformation  in  Britain  end  America. 
We  unite  these  two  countriea,  for  they  an  of  one  tongoe  and 
lineage.  In  bet,  America  is  the  extreme  development  of  Britun 
in  one  direction ;  more  than  rivalling  its  parent  in  energy  and 
mterprize,  and  presenting  almost  in  oaricature  those  features 
in  which  both  they  and  we  differ  from  Germany. 

We  may  venture  without  offence  to  say,  that  this  country, 
chosen  by  all  the  earth  to  rear  the  palace  for  the  coronation  of 
commerce,  is  pre-eminent  among  the  nations.  But  great  as  it  is 
nationslly,  we  look  in  vain  for  individuals  who  hold  a  corres- 
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ponding  pre-eminence  among  those  of  other  lands.  The  greatest 
state  seems  to  have  only  small  statesmen. 

The  same  holds  even  more  emphatically  true  ot  America. 
There  as  here^  the  excellence  consists  in  the  application  rather 
than  the  conception  of  ideas.  Hence^  as  we  might  have  ex- 
pected, homoeopathy  was  imported  ready  made  into*these  cooii* 
tries  and  put  to  use.  The  first  to  give  it  a  firm  footing  heie 
was  Dr.  Quin,  who,  with  other  rare  qualifications  for  the  tadr, 
was  eminently  a  man  of  the  world.  Sagacious,  pittotioal,  adr€it 
and  bold.  The  very  man  for  England.  Soon  others  rose,  all 
more  or  less  distinguished  by  this  vigorous  practical  character, 
and  whose  success  in  every  case  corresponded  to  the  amount  of 
those  qualities  they  possessed.  Over  the  country  in  all  direc- 
tions there  sprung  up  practitioners,  who  with  trae  English 
instinct  organized  institutions,  such  as  dispensaries  with  a  com- 
mittee of  management,  which  now  serve  as  so  many  oentires  of 
independent  growth  and  development,  and  are  spreading  like  t 
ganglionic  system  over  the  whole  island.  So  that,  wbereaa  tea 
years  ago  there  was  but  one  or  two  such  institutions  in  the 
kingdom  there  are  now  above  forty,  almost  all  of  wfaieh  have 
a  regular  board  of  management,  generally  comprising  persoiis 
of  great  social  influence,  and  are  so  far  independent  that  in  tbt 
event  of  the  removal  of  the  practitioner  to  whom  they  owe  their 
origin,  means  would  be  immediately  taken  to  secure  another. 
Like  all  British  institutions,  they  have  so  much  stability  aoi 
plasticity  that  individual  losses  can  no  longer  aSect  their  po^ 
manence.  The  number  of  patients  who  have  been  treated  at  the 
various  dispensaries  is  now  very  great,  certainly  not  less  than 
100,000.  Tii  Ametica,  too,  there  exist  associations  of  all  kindb 
for  the  proniOtion  of  homoeopathy,  some  of  which  hare  ewa 
been  sanctioned  by  the  state  and  incorporated  by  oliarte^,^  aai 
bbtained  the  right  of  granting  college  degrees,  as  iA  FenneylvaBia. 

To  the  mere  historian  this  is  a  pleasant  sight,  for  it  adsuM 
us  that  homoDopathy  of  a  hind  has  laid  so  firm  a  hold  of  the 
practical  English  and  American  mind,  that  nothing  can  new 
check  its  steady  and  rapid  advance.  It  has  twice  proved  ife 
power  to  combat  the  most  deadly  of  modem  plagues  ^th  im 
amount  of  success  unparallelled  by  any  other  method.    'The 
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result  of  the  homiBopathic  tEeatmeitt  both  of  cholera  and  yellow 
fever  haa  greatly  increased  the  public  confidence  in  the  system, 
and  woo  adherents  from  the  old  school  of  physic. 

There  are  now  no  less  than  three  hospitals  in  full  operation, 
all  ably  equipped  with  efficient  medical  officers  and  presided 
over  by  men  of  more  than  British  lustre  and  renown.  So  that 
if  there  be  any  truth  in  history,  we  may  predict  for  our  reforma- 
tion a  future  more  abundantly  triumphant  than  its  brief  past. 
For  every  day  as  it  adds  to  the  bulk  increases  tlie  momentum  of 
the  body. 

But  to  us  to  whom  the  interna]  development  of  this  great 
truth  is  committed,  there  is  much  ground  of  anxiety.  It  is  by 
no  meaofi  flattering  to  our  vanity  that  while  it  has  done  so  much 
for  as  we  have  done  so  little  for  it.  We  can  scarcely  point  to 
one  original  idea  suggested,  and  to  but  one  important  medicine 
added  by  us,  notwithstanding  the  multitude  of  books  which 
have  been  written  both  here  and  in  America.  And  it  well  be- 
oomes  us  to  be  modest  in  the  height  of  our  success,  seeing  wa 
owe  it  BO  entirely  to  the  ill-i^quited  labours  of  others,  many  of 
whom  are  scarcely  known  even  by  name.  For  he  it  from  ma  to 
presume  to  say  this  in  the  way  of  reproof,  I  merely  indicate  it 
OS  the  natural  consequence  of  importing  a  scientific  discovery 
into  this  intensely  practical  and  unidcal  country.  Probably  the 
numerous  practitioners  who  have  done  so  much  to  establish  and 
extend  this  trulli,  have  been  of  more  benefit  than  had  their  Ume 
been  spent  in  proving  new  medicines  or  reinvestigating  the  pro- 
perties of  those  already  proved. 

But  we  are  now  entering  upon  a  most  critical  period  of  our 
history,  and  we  shall  require  in  the  prosperity  we  confidently 
anticipate  more  wisdom  to  guide  our  course  than  when  we  were 
insignificant  in  numbers  and  reputation.  The  opposition  we 
are  experiencing  &om  the  practitioners  of  iUtopathy  is  qait«  out 
of  proportion  to  any  mischief  they  conceive  our  system  calcu- 
lated to  produce ;  and  they  se»n  to  bo  acting  under  the  convul- 
sive apprehension  of  E^eedy  personal  extinction.  Indeed  their 
recant  doings  display  ap  amount  of  folly  approaching  to  tlie 
Btat£  of  the  "  quem  Deus  vult  perder«,"  and  it  requires  no  great 
prophMio  power  to  foretell  the  result.     It  would  certainly  haye 


564  XIr.  M^wK^  44(k^^  ^i^fAc^ 

been  more  congenial  to  tfae  better  part  of  onr  natmeB  hsd  the 
inevitable  process  of  the  absorption  and  extinction  of  the  anti- 
quated and  feeble  by  the  fresh  and  Tigorous^  proceeded  mor^e 
gradually,  and  with  a  less  mortifying  exhibition  of  the  .mean 
passions  which  lie  dormant  in  every  hearty  and  display  them- 
selves when  provoked  by  selfish  fear  and  cupidity.  But  4hi9 
was  not  to  be :  and  in  the  age  which  boasts  so  loudly  of  its 
enlightenment,  Uberality  and  toleration,  we  have  seen  the  most 
celebrated  medical  university  of  Europe  stoop  to  an  act  of  as 
base  and  cowardly  persecution  as  any  which  roused  the  eloquence 
of  Luther  against  tbe  perfidy  of  the  Vatican. 

It  is  with  profound  regret  we  contemplate  the  ruinous  course 
adopted  by  these  venerable  institutions.  Cato  s  &mous  sent^oe^ 
"  Delenda  est  Carthago/'  proved  bad  advice :  for  with  the  Call  c(C 
Carthage  began  the  decline  of  Home.    And  we  should  gaii^ 
infinitely  more  by  a  generous  rivalry,  than  by  this  bitter  ho^ 
tility  between  the  two  opposing  schools  of  medicine.    But  weu 
fear  that  to  expect  this,  would  be  to  confound  the  ancient  St. 
Andrew's  Knight  of  the  Lance  with  the  modem  St  Andrew's 
Day  of  the  Lancet     One  thing  however  is  certain,  that  as  tbe 
Bed  Indian,  in  spite  of  his  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife,  disap-. 
pears  more  rapidly  before  the  ploughshare  than  the  rifle,  so  the^ 
overthrow,  or,  what  would  be  for  better,  the  conversion  of  oui: 
antagonists  will  be  more  accelerated  by  our  peaceful  develop-f . 
ment  than  by  any  aggressive  measures. 

True,  it  is  not  easy  to  bear  with  the  ''  silent  magnanimity  of  . 
Nature  "  the  furious  assaults  of  the  incessant  scribblers  in  tbe- 
medical  press,  to  say  nothing  of  the  torrent  of  gibes  and  taunts, 
to  which  we  are  daily  exposed.    But  now  that  PimcA,  thai 
London  Fuck,  has  volunteered  his  services  to  command  th^ 
Joke-corps  in  this  forlorn  hope,  we  may  expect  to  be  relieved 
from  the  wearisome  nepetition  of  attempts   at  witticism  by 
those  whose  silly  laugh  is  only  now  tolerated  in  society  on  . 
account  of  their  obvious  want  of  knowledge  and  good  breeding, , 
By  the  bye,  Puuch  should  clearly  be  on  our  side,  for  he  must 
claim  descent  from  the  Laughing  Philosopher,  and  Democritus. 
was  the  first  to  announce  the  homoDopathic  doctrine,  in  -  his 
famous  answer  to  Hippocrates^  who  was  sent  by  bis  foolish, 
townsfolk  to  cure  of  insanity  the  sanest  man  of  his  day. 
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The  rapid  progress  of  onr  systMD,  iDVoIviDgaa  it  mmt  do  tlifl 
gradual  reYereing  of  our  relfttiou  with  the  old  school,  will  endan- 
ger the  loss  of  thftt  wholesome  stimtilaa  which  makes  each  of  na 
feel  that  he  ia  at  preeent  working  in  the  field  of  a  mioroacope, 
with  the  eye  of  anything  bat  obarity  fixed  upon  hia  actional 
If  thia  be  withdrawn,  there  Till  be  considerable  risk  of  the  dis- 
taooe  between  the  physician  and  his  paticnta  being  too  mneh 
ditniuisbed,  and  that  not  so  much  by  the  elevation  of  the 
latter  as  the  depreosion  of  the  former. 

So  long  aa  onr  whole  strength  is  expended  in  diSUsing  mtbev 
than  eugmenting  truth,  we  are  tending  to  equalize  the  amonnt 
of  knowledge  whose  difibrenoe  disUnguishea  the  professional  and 
non-professional  public.  So  that  even  now  a  clerioal  amateur 
thinks  himself  entitled  to  read  us  a  lecture  upon  the  particular 
medicine  and  the  particnlar  dose  we  ought  and  ought  not  to 
give.  And  we  feel  that  we  have  exposed  ourselves  to  this 
Bevere  sarcasm.  When  we  reed  a  popular  treatise  on  Astronomy, 
by  Hersohel,  we  are  conscious  that  in  hia  capacious  mind  there 
lie  vanlts  of  wealth  beyond  what  he  has  thonght  proper  to  pro- 
duce  for  our  instmction,  imd  the  light  he  gives,  though  enoogh 
for  onr  unpractised  eye,  only  confirms  our  previous  estim^e  of 
liis  unattainable  elevation.  Bat  it  is  far  otherwise  with  popular 
works,  written  by  those  who  have  not  yet  obtained  the  medal  of 
the  Legion  of  Science.  The  amateur,  when  he  has  mastered 
his  manual,  imagines  more  or  lees  fuoUshly,  that  he  is  equal  to 
its  author,  vsA  expresses  his  confident  opinion  upon  all  matters 
contained  thnein.  This  ia  the  natoral  consequence  of  the 
orithmetaoal  aspect  of  onr  books  of  reference.  Once  admit  the 
principle  that  the  selection  of  a  remedy  depends  apon  tlie  nei« 
number  of  the  symptoms  it  has  in  common  with  a  disease,  and 
it  requires  a  &r  leas  complex  machine  than  that  of  Babbage  to 
supersede  the  necessity  of  ctdling  in  a  doctor  It  is  not  easy 
for  those  just  entering  upon  domestic  practice,  with  plenary 
powers  derived  from  Jabr  and  Oompoty,  to  understand  how  we 
can  admit  in  it  fullest  extent  the  Talue  of  the  simple  rule  aa  an 
unerring  guide  to  the  ehoioe  of  the  right  remedy,  and  yet  main- 
tain that  its  aptdicatios  is  bo  difficult  that  even  Hahnemann,  in' 
the  AiU  matarity  of  hia  experieoce,  etclaims :  that  he  shonM  ' 
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feel  inclined  to  worship  as  a  God  the  man  who  was  thorougbly 
acquainted  with  all  the  virtues  that  lie  in  Belladonna  alone. 
So  that  the  complaint  of  the  Father  of  Medicine:  Ara  longa 
vita  brevis,  experientia  fallaXy  holds  as  true  now  as  it  did  two 
thousand  years  ago.  Without  wishing  to  wrap  ourselres  in  a 
cloak  of  mystery,  or  to  assume  the  odi-profanum-vulgus  air,  it 
is  quite  obvious  that  every  art  has  its  multitude  of  technical 
peculiarities,  which  require  the  apprenticeship  of  a  life  thoronghly 
to  master,  besides  its  simple  laws  which  may  be  understood  by 
any  person  who  takes  the  pains  to  reflect  upon  them. 

The  obvious  remedy  for  this  awkward  approximation  of  the 
two  classes,  is  to  set  before  ourselves  a  higher  standard  of  attain- 
ment,  such  as  Hahnemann  had.  It  is  by  working  in  his  spirit 
and  towards  his  ideal  that  we  are  his  disciples,  and  not  by  servile 
copying  of  his  written  directions,  much  less  by  implicit  faith  in 
the  traditionary  legends  about  his  miraculous  cures.  And  per- 
haps I  may  take  the  liberty  of  pressing  on  your  attention  the 
claims  of  the  Journal  with  which  several  of  us  are  connected. 
It  has  been  the  anxious  wish  of  the  Editors  that  it  should  repre- 
sent the  growth  of  our  system  ;  and  among  the  testimonies  to 
the  recognition  of  its  value,  we  have  one  more  flattering  than 
agreeable  in  the  fact  of  a  reprint  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand 
copies  having  been  made  in  America.  I  should  hardly  have 
thought  myself  entitled  to  advert  to  this,  had  there  been  an 
active  scientific  spirit  manifesting  itself  in  other  directions,  bnt 
I  fear  we  are  content  with  what  we  have  attained  to,  and  perhaps 
nothing  but  a  sharp  reverse  will  teach  us  that  the  end  of  growth 
is  the  beginning  of  decay  ;  that  not  to  go  forward  is  to  go  back ; 
and  whenever  we  cease  to  gain  we  begin  to  lose.    In  the  words 

of  Goethe — 

"  Stambleth  he  who  mimeth  fast, 
Dicth  ho  who  standoth  still ; 
Nor  by  haste  nor  rest  can  ever 
Man  his  destiny  fulfil." 

Now  that  backed  by  so  powerful  and  distinguished  a  body  of 
supporters  we  have  given  a  challenge  to  all  other  schools  by  the 
opening  of  public  hospitals,  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that 
excelling  them  in  our  special  method  of  treatment  we  should 
equal  them  in  our  general  attainments. 
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We  oannot  ovei-estiioata  the  value  of  our  ItoBpitals ;  not  only 
DOT  indeed  mainly  oq  acoouDt  of  the  atatisticaJ  evideooe  they  aro 
calculal«d  to  afford,  but  as  presentiog  a  field  of  obsenatiou  to 
eoquirers.  For  medical  statistics  are  generally  very  fallacious. 
It  is  a  common  error  to  tronsfor  the  certainty  of  numbers  to  the 
things  they  indicate  but  do  not  represent.  Numerals  are  simple 
unobangeable  substantivos,  and  never  vary  in  tbeii  material 
relations.  Two  is  and  always  mast  be  equal  to  tvo.  Bnt  when 
they  become  adjective  then  this  no  longer  holds  true.  Two  men 
are  not  necessarily  equal  to  two  men.  It  is  a  common  error  to 
suppose  that  because  calculation  is  so  valuable  in  ascertaining 
the  probable  duration  of  life,  some  similar  process  may 
be  applicable  to  questions  regarding  the  treatment  of  disease. 
This  essential  difference  is  overlooked,  that  in  the  former  case 
the  elements  of  the  calculalions  are  extremely  simple,  and  in  the 
latter  just  the  reverse.  We  know  that  within  a  given  space  of 
time  all  now  alive  shall  bo  dead.  It  is  no  very  difficult  problem 
to  find  the  probable  term  of  each  hfe.  Although  all  we  can 
even  here  determine  is  the  aggregate,  not  the  individual  period 
of  death.  Bnt  it  is  altogether  different  with  disease.  Disease 
is  not  a  thing,  it  is  an  abstroct  term  for  a  combination  and  series 
of  changes  occurring  in  a  living  person.  And  if  two  men  ore  not 
equal  to  two  men,  much  less  are  two  sick  persons  equal  to  two 
other  sick  persons,  though  all  are  ill  of  the  same  disease.  When 
we  gpeak  of  two  cases  of  brain-fever,  we  mean  two  individuals 
differently  organized  originally,  subjected  from  their  birth  to 
different  influences  which  have  modified  and  increased  their 
primary  dissimilarity,  and  who  have  into  the  bargain  a  morbid 
action  going  on  in  an  important  organ,  and  which  probably  still 
more  exaggerates  their  natural  unlikeness. 

Thus  they  may  differ  in  every  other  re«pect  and  agree  only  in 
this,  that  tbeir  brain  is  inflamed.  And  yet  all  these  enormous 
differences  are  overlooked,  and  they  are  secured  as  so  many 
equal  atoms  to  be  exposed  to  an  endless  process  of  multiplica- 
tion and  addition,  and  from  data  thus  imperfect  are  drawn 
algebraical  formulee  which  we  ore  told  are  as  certain  as  the  pro- 
positions of  Euchd. 

I  do  not  wish  to  undervalue  statistics,  but  merely  to  suggest 
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tbe  propriety  of  eBreriiUy  limiting  th«m  to  di^tegitiiDAtd  Bphffre 
of  applioatioD,  which  seems  to  me  to  hAfe  been  crailBgreBBed  by 
some  of  our  ableet  physicians. 

There  are  few  of  oar  reasonings  foi*  practical  porp<>s8S  focmded 
upon  mathematics ;  but  there  is  another  kind  of*  thrvfcnoe,  far 
more  accessible  and  equally  cogent : — the  direct  appeal  tty  tfcs 
senses.    We  do  not  recogni«e  a  thing  by  eniimcfratSBjg  it»  pm- 
perties,  but  by  a  much  more  rapid  and  subtle  proieesd.  'As'tio^AM' 
man  can  doubt,  after  a  certain  number'  of  times,  that  lie  tMttf  hl^ 
mistaken  in  the  appearance  of  a  simple  obviom  and  w^  tionriteA' 
disease,  so  may  the  same  certainty  attend  the  obs^rvationL  c^ 
manifest  effects  of  remedies  when  thdr  operation  is  watohcriL' 
Hospital  reports,  especially  tabular  ones,  are  open  to  a  thousandf 
objections ;  but  seeing  is  believing,  and  any  one  who  is  familiat' 
with  disease  and  sees  its  course  modified  or  arrested  under  our 
treatment,  in  a  way  he  never  saw  before,  cannot  resist  the  con- 
clusion that  the  result  is  due  to  the  means  employed.     Besides 
the  conviction  obtained  by  those  who  observe  for  themselvei^ 
we  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  fact  of  cultivated  and  trustworthy 
physicians  attesting  their  belief  in  the  system  from  personal 
observation,  has  an  invaluable  efifect  in  inducing  others  topcRsae 
a  similar  course.     Nor  is  the  advantage  to  the  student^entering 
the  profession  to  be  overlooked.     It  becomes  ns  to  afford  all 
fecilides  to  those  who  venture  to  oppose  the  tyranntcal  decrees  ot 
universities  and  colleges,  and  to  give  them  every  encouragement 
in  the  prosecution  of  those  studies  for  which  they  have  to  en- 
counter the  risk  of  degradation  and  insult.     Every  hospital  is  a 
school,  and  while  we  should  deeply  regret  to  see  candidates  for 
the  homoDopathic  diploma  separating  themselves  before  the  ter- 
mination of  their  curriculum  from  their  academic  fellows,  yet, 
whether  the  degree  is  to   supersede  or  to  be  superadded  to  that 
of  the  old  school,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  before  long  some  ex- 
amination into  the  qualifications  of  those  who  profess  to  practise 
homoeopathy  will  be  demanded  by  the  public  and  granted  by  the 
state.     And  I  trust  that  the  claims  of  Edinburgh  may  not  be 
forgotten.     We  have  already  one  professor  there,  who  is  now 
doing  us  valiant  service,  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  recent  futile 
and  malignant  attempt  to  deprive  him  of  his  well  earned  posi- 


tion  will  ofKffe  clearly  do^iooBtrate  the  faot^that  so  far  from  a 
profession  of  homoDopaiby  disqualifying  a  leaober  from  giving 
instruction  in  the  preliminary  broaches  of  study^  the  greater 
nicety  of  its  tbeirapeatics  demands  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  all  the  varietiies  of  morbid  action,  the  laws  of  which  consti- 
tute pathology,  for  if  tihe  system  we  have  devoted  our  lives  to 
advance  and  improve  be  something  more  than  a  cabalistic  spell 
muttered  over  phantastic  globules,  if  it  be  indeed  one  of  the 
greatest  thoughts  of  the  day>  then  it  must  assimilate  to  itself  all 
true  knowledge  and  leamixig.  If  the  sciences  were  ever  neces- 
sary  to  medicine,  they  are  mora  so  now.  Truth  fulfils,  never 
supplants  truth.  The  value  of  the  past  is  enhanced  by  the 
present,  as  the  revelations  of  the  old  testament  could  not  ba 
fully  understood  till  the  promulgation  of  the  new. 

Indeed  it  is  one  of  the  most  gratijfying  reflections  how  natur-^ 
ally  all  the  cognate  sciences  and  curative  methods  arrange 
themselves  round  the  central  truth  of  Homoeopathy.  Thus  we 
welcome  all  the  contributions  of  the  chemist  and  pathologist,  as 
well  as  the  instructions  of  those  who  have  studied  the  application 
of  water  in  its  various  relations  to  disease,  and  all  practical 
investigations  on  that  most  mysterious  of  curative  agencie^^— 
mesmerism,  which  even  in  the  cradle  rouses  0uch  undue  fears  in 
the  timid,  and  excites  equally  exorbitant  hopee  in  the  credulous. 
In  short,  we  give  a  hearty  welcome  to  all  appliances  which  pro- 
mise to  eradicate  the  distempers  or  alleviate  the  sufferings  and 
prolong  the  life  of  the  family  of  manjdnd.  We  do  not  even 
fanatically  refuse  the  measures  employed  by  our  allopathio 
brethren.  (For  though  the  Jews  do  not  study  the  new  testa- 
ment, that  is  no  reason  the  Christians  should  not  study  the  old.) 
We  find  in  the  dietetic  medicines,  such  as  cod-liver  oil,  a  valu* 
able  auxiliary  to  our  specific  treatment.  Much  less  do  we  reject 
the  improved  methods  of  diagnosis,  so  ^lab(H»tely  and  success- 
fully cultivated  by  many  allopathic  physicians,  and  one  of  the 
most  recent  innovations  in  an  important  department  of  practice 
has  been  largely  tested  and  warmly  advocated  by  one  of  our 
most  energetic  and  distinguished  practitioners. 

Indeed  we  confidently  anticipate  the  day  when  homceopatfay 
and  allopathy,  and  all  such  discordant  sectarian  names,  shall 
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Hierge  in  one  general  system,  and  when  there  ehall  be  but  one 
art  of  healing  as  there  is  bnt  one  Hope,  one  Faith,  one  Iife»  and 
one  true  Physician.  To  hasten  the  advance  of  this  glorious 
consnmmation  requires  higher  attrihotes  than  any  that  sdonce 
affords.  It  demands  of  us  to  forget  the  petty  jealovaim  which 
have  done  so  much  to  retard  our  progress,  and  that  we  should 
act  with  more  mutual  toleration  and  larger  charity. 

Let  us  then  unite  in  a  higher  sense  than  we  hare  yet  done, 
helping  and  cheering  one  another  in  the  arduous  task  committed 
to  our  care,  and  above  all  things  keeping  each  his  own  bonour 
unsullied,  that  thus  we 

Biay  bear  withoat  abuae, 
The  giand  old  name  of  Gentleman 
Defamed  by  every  Charlatan, 
And  soiled  by  most  ignoble  nse. 

AN   ENQUIRY  INTO   THE   TRUTH   OF 

HOMCEOPATHY. 

By  William  Sharp,  F.R.S.,  F.G.S. 

FeUow  of  the  BoyaX  Medico- Chimrgieal  Society,  &c.^  and  laU  Senior  Surgeon 

to  the  Bradford  (Yorhs,)  lAfirmary, 

*'  The  poet  that  beantified  the  sect,  that  was  otherwise  inferior  to  the  rest, 
saith  yet  excellently  well :  *  It  is  a  pleasure  to  stand  upon  the  shore,  amd  to 
see  ships  tossed  upon  the  sea;  a  pleasure  to  stand  in  the  window  of  a  castle, 
and  to  see  a  battle*  and  the  adventares  thereof  below :  bat  no  pleasure  is 
comparable  to  the  standing  npon  the  vantage  groond  of  tmth,  (a  hill  not  to  Be 
commanded,  and  where  the  air  is  always  clear  and  serene,)  and  to  see  the 
errors  and  wanderings,  and  mists  and  tempests,  in  the  Tale  below:*  00  ahrajs 
that  this  prospect  be  with  pity,  and  not  with  swelling  or  poida" — ^Bacok 


Every  department  of  nature  which  has  hitherto  been  sucoess- 
folly  studied,  so  as  to  constitute  a  science^  or  so  as  to  have  a 
claim  to  be  considered  a  science,  haa  been  founded  upon  some 
general  fact,  called  a  law  of  nature. 

The  law  upon  which  each  branch  of  science  depends  has 
been  happily  discovered  by  some  intelligent  and  industrioxis 
cultivator  of  that  department.  For  example:  Astronomy  is 
based  upon  the  law  of  gravitation,  discovered  by  Newton  ; 
Hydrostatics  on  the  law  of  tlie  equal  pressure  of  liquids  in  ail 
directions,  for  which  we  aie  indebted  to  the  successive  labours 
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of  Archimedes,  Galileo,  and  Newton  ;  Ohemistry  on  the 
union  of  bodies  in  definite  or  fixed  proportioned  first  fully 
developed  by  Dalton  ;  and  so  of  other  sciences. 

The  consequence  of  having  sach  a  foundation  is  unanimity 
of  sentiment  among  the  cultivators  of  the  science,  and  the  con- 
tinual and  satisfiaotory  progress  of  their  pursuits. 

It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the  collateral  sciences  of 
Medicine,  those  branches  of  general  knowledge  which  an  edu- 
cated medical  man  is  expected  to  study,  in  addition  to  his  own 
proper  province  of  administering  remedies  in  disease,  have  now, 
for  a  considerable  period  of  time,  been  making  this  progress,  in 
a  very  rapid  and  satisfactory  manner. 

It  is  as  generally  admitted  that  Therapeutics,  the  art  of 
healing,  has  made  no  progress  at  all,  of  a  satisfactory  kind. 

It  is  evident,  on  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  subject, 
that  the  cause  of  the  progress  of  the  one,  and  of  the  want  of  it  in 
the  other,  does  not  lie  in  any  exclusive  attention  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  successful  sciences,  and  neglect  of  medicines,  but  in 
the  possession,  or  not,  of  fundamental  principles,  or  general 
facts,  upon  which  the  innumerable  particular  facts  can  be 
grafted  or  arranged,  so  as,  out  of  a  confused  mass  of  materials^ 
to  present  an  orderly  and  methodical  group. 

Therapeutics — the  administration  of  medicines — up  to  the 
present  time  has  consisted  of  an  unconnected  assemblage  of 
facts,  of  more  or  less  value,  the  result  of  casual  observation, 
and  constituting  what  is  called  experience.  It  is  so  destitute  of 
any  generalizing  principle  that  the  present  President  of  tho 
London  College  of  Physicians  *  asserted  no  long  time  ago,  in  a 
public  lecture,  that  it  is  *'  incapable  of  generahsation." 

The  consequence  of  this  unsettled  condition  is  the  utmost 
confusion  and  contradiction  in  the  present  practice  of  physic. 
.This  humiliating  confession  is  made  by  almost  every  respectable 
writer  on  Medicine.  "  So  confidently  are  the  most  opposite  reme- 
dies enforced,  and  so  contradictory  are  the  results  said  to  follow 
the  application  of  the  same  means  in  the  hands  of  different  per- 
sons, equally  worthy  of  credit,  that  the  impugner  of  medical  skill 
may  fairly  point  with  confidence  to  this  part  of  our  field  (treat- 

*  Parifi'fl  Pluurmacologia. 
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ment),  and  dcmnnd  if  such  contradictions  are  worthy  of  the 
name  of  a  science,  or  of  trust."* 

Nevertheless,  in  successive  ages^  from  DEMOCRiTcrs  and  his 
cotemporary  Hippocrates  downwards,  reflecting  men  have 
earnestly  desired  to  discover  some  general  and  gaiding  fact 
upon  which  the  art  of  healing  might  be  based.  Two  have  been 
dimly  seen  and  feebly  grasped  at.  The  one,  that  diseases  are 
cured  by  substances  which  produce  effects  which  are  contrary 
to  them ;  and  the  other,  that  they  are  cured  by  those  which 
produce  similar  effects ; — "  contraria  contrariis  curantur^  and 
**  similia  similihHs  curantur!*  Both  these  are  announced  in 
the  writings  of  Hippocrates. 

As  far  as  any  principle  has  been  thought  of  at  all^  for  the 
last  two  thousand  years,  the  former  has  been  deemed  to  deserve 
the  preference,  but  in  fact,  it  has  been  practically  disregarded, 
and  medicine  has  been  really  simply  empirical :  a  remedy  was 
found,  perhaps  accidentally,  to  do  good,  and  it  was  therefore 
given  in  other  cases  which  appeared  to  be  like  the  one  it  had 
cured.  This  plan  sometimes  succeeded,  but  it  also  oilen  failed, 
and  always  when  it  failed,  and  often  when  it  succeeded,  the 
constitution  was  more  or  less  injured  by  the  large  doses  and 
otherwise  severe  treatment 

Wc  are  indebted  to  Hahnemann,  a  German  of  the  last  gene- 
ration, for  powerfully  and  perseveringly  calling  our  attention  to 
the  latter  principle  or  general  fact,  namely,  that  "  likes  are 
cured  hj  fikcs,*  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  true  properties  of 
drugs  can  be  discovered  only  by  experiments  on  the  healthy 
body  of  man,  and  that  whatever  symptoms  of  disease  are  thus 
produced  are  the  true  guides  to  the  use  of  the  remedy  ;  for  that 
it  must  be  given  only  in  such  natural  diseases  as  are  attended 
with  symptoms  like  those  produced  by  the  drug  in  the  healthy 
person. 

This  proposition  has  now  been  put  forth  in  such  a  strong 
and  urgent  manner,  as  to  demand  an  investigation  by  every  medi* 
cal  man  who  is  conscientiously  desirous  of  doing  all  the  good 
ho  can  to  his  suffering  fellow- creatures.  It  does  not  seem  to 
have  anything  in  itself  which  must  necessarily  excite  disgust, 

*  Kaundcy  on  Erysiptkta^  page  198. 
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or  opposition ;  it  is.  no  tbeory  of  diaaose;  it  de«s  sot  pretend 
to  explain  the  modus  operandi  of  medioinee;  it  professes  to  bo 
a  fast  upoa  vbioh  n  method  of  cure  may  be  foonded.  But  it 
comes  to  us  associated  with,  another  professed  &ct,  of  a  much 
more  atartling  cbttractei;  namely,  that  tbe  properly  ohoeen 
remedy  acu  with  sufficient  pover,  in  the  cure  of  diseases,  is  in- 
conceivably small  doses.  It  is  tlus  second  proposition  which 
excites  ridicule,  aSronts  propriety,  rouses  indignuion,  and  pro- 
vokes r^ection.  The  tvo  statements  are  not  necessarily  con- 
nected,— one  might  be  tme  and  the  other  false, — but  tbey 
actually  come  presented  to  our  minds  in  such  a  state  of  union, 
that  they  must  be  investigated  together,  and  in  all  probabilitj 
must  stand  or  iall  together. 

Conceiving  it  to  be  my  duty  to  enquire  ioto  the  truth  or 
falsehood  of  these  statements,  I  have  dene  so,  in  ^  sincerity 
and  diligence,  for  nearly  two  yean.  Having  been  satisfied  by 
this  euqairy  of  their  value,  it  has  appeared  to  be  also  my  duty 
to  embrace  them  procCicaUy,  in  the  hope  of  being  thereby  ena- 
bled to  ofibrd  additional  relief  to  my  patients.  Having  gone  so 
far  as  this,  it  seems  due  to  my  former  friends  and  assocdalfls  to 
present  to  them  the  grounds  of  so  serious  a  change.  I  beg 
therefore  respectfully  to  lay  before  them  the  following  cases,  as 
a  selection  from  those  I  have  treated  after  the  new  manner,  and 
which,  along  with  many  odkersj  have  iodaced  me  to  persevere 
with  this  treatment. 

Cases. 
Vomitinff. 

Among  my  earliest  trials  were  wvoral  cases  of  vomiting  in 
children,  ansing  from  the  ordinary  oausee  of  tadigeatMii. 
These  were  all  very  speedily  oared  by  a  Jew  doses  of  the  £rd 
dilution  of  the  tinotore  of  ipecacuania.  Among  iheae:tbe  fal- 
lowing occurred : 

Mrs.  M — ''s  daughter,  agsd  about  .10^  a  iBthec  ddicate  diiU, 
whose  mother  is  very  liaUe  to  lUtooks  ofr  siynpda»  asd  other  a&> 
menta  of  a  debilitated  oonatUulwu^  haa.been  vuuiting  invaterately 
for  B  week,  so  that  eveiythiiig  which  ha*  been  given  her  duriDg  that 
time,  whether  as  Tood  or  medicine,  has  been  rqected;  she  is,  as  may 
be  supposed,  much  exhaiuted. 

I  gave  her  I^ict.  Ipecac.  3. 
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On  visiting  her  the  next  day  I  found  tlitt  she  had  not  vomited 
after  the  first  dose,  and  she  very  rapidly  recovered  her  aaoal  health 
and  strength. 

The  distressing  nausea  and  vomiting  which  so  frequently  ac- 
company pregnancy,  and  which  so  often  baffle  the  medical 
mans  best  efforts,  I  have  found  in  more  than  one  instance 
delightfully  removed  in  this  manner — I  copy  the  following. — 

Mrs.  R — ,  of  C — ,  scon  at  Leamington  in  consultation  with  Dr. 
Sutherland.  Has  been  married  about  a  year,  has  lost  flesh,  and  had 
various  ailments,  for  which  she  has  had  medical  treatment  for  some 
time  without  benefit  The  last  two  months  she  has  suffered  from 
continual  sickness,  vomiting  bile  in  the  morning,  and  her  food  after 
every  meal.  From  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  I  ventured  to 
pronounce  her  pregnant,  and  recommended 

Tinct  Ipecac.  3rd  decimal. 

About  a  fortnight  afterwards,  I  learned  from  Dr.  Sutheriand  thai 
the  Ipecacuanha  had  completely  put  a  stop  to  the  aicknesa^  and  that 
she  was  gaining  flesh  and  going  on  well. 

It  is  in  vain  to  remark  that  it  is  "  doing  nothing "  -which 
gives  relief.  In  this,  and  in  other  coses,  nothing  had  been 
done  for  some  days,  and  the  sickness  had  continued.  And, 
besides,  medical  men  know  that ''  doing  nothing  "  in  snch  eases 
is  of  no  avail. 

While  on  the  subject  of  vomiting  I  am  induced  to  give  a  ease 
of  much  older  date,  because  it  illustrates  a  remark  which  I  have 
often  lately  made,  that,  on  reflection,  I  find  that  much  of  my 
former  successful  practice  was,  without  my  being  aware  of  it, 
homoeopathic  in  principle.  The  notes  were  written  by  an  intel- 
ligent assistant  at  the  time. 

"  Miss  A —  H — ,  cct.  36,  has  been  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of 
erysipelas,  accompanied  by  great  sickness.  The  last  attack  was 
during  last  summer,  from  which  she  recovered  about  three  months 
since.  On  Saturday,  December  17th,  1886,  she  was  attacked  with 
vomiting  and  purging,  accompanied  by  an  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
liver.  Mr.  H.,  who  saw  her,  gave  her  Calomel  and  Opium,  and  applied 
a  blister  to  the  seat  of  the  pain,  but  without  relief ;  he  also  gave  her 
effer\'cscing  salines  with  Hydrocyanic  Acid,  and  applied  a  mustard 
poultice  to  the  stomach,  with  slight  but  temporary  benefit     On 
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Thundayy  Decembo:  22nd,  the  smiting  being  more  rioleBt  than 
ever,  neither  food  nor  medicine  halving  remained  on  the  atomaoh 

since  the  Saturday  previous,  Mr.  Sharp,  along  with  Dr.  Hobson, 
saw  her  and  found  her  in  the  followjbg  state :  Vomiting  excessive ; 
pain  in  the  abdomen ;  pain  and  tenderness  along  the  whole  course  of 
the  spine  (to  which  Mr.  S.  applied  a  mustard  poultice  with  complete 
relief).  Dr.  H.  thinking  that  the  mesenteric  glands  were  affected, 
prescribed  Argent  nitrat.  in  small  doses,  combined  with  Ext. 
Opii.  aquos.^  and  on  the  following  day  changed  the  Argent, 
nitr.  for  Cupri.  sulph.,  but  the  stomach  rejected  everything.  A 
large  blister  was  also  applied  to  the  abdomen,  but  matters  grew 
worse,  and  the  patient  feeling  that  she  must  inevitably  die,  refused 
to  take  any  more  medicine.  On  the  26th  Mr.  Sharp  suggested  a 
trial  of  Creosote.  It  was  procured  and  administered  in  some  gruel 
without  her  knowledge,  one  or  two  drops  being  put  into  a  small 
basin  of  gruel  and  a  spoonful  given  at  a  time.  She  has  never 
vomited  since.  She  contumed  to  take  one  drop  daily  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  discontinued  it.  She  took  small  quantities  of  light 
nourishment  since  the  26th  till  her  health  was  re-established,  and 
ahe  has  since  been  quite  free  from  similar  attacks.*' 

Diarrhcea, 

As  ipecacuanha  ie  remarkably  ueefnl  in  many  cases  of 
vomiting,  so  rhubarb  is  not  less  so  in  the  kinds  of  diarrhcea 
which  resemble  those  produced  by  large  doses  of  that  drug. 
The  use  of  it  indeed  for  such  a  purpose  in  small  doses  is  not  so 
novel  a  proceeding.  It  is  often  so  used  in  the  old  practice.  I 
have  now  repeatedly  tried  it  in  doses  of  the  2nd  dilution,  and 
found  it  answer  extremely  vrell,  both  for  cluldren  and  adults. 

Other  cases  of  diarrhoea  correspond  to,  and  therefore  require 
other  remedies ;  for  instance^  I  have  had  three  patients  suffering 
from  violent  purging  with  severe  colic — the  pains  going  off 
entirely  for  a  time  and  then  returning — relieved  by  pressure  on  the 
stomach,  and  followed,  on  each  recurrenos  by  a  bilious  motion. 
These  symptoms  are  similar,tp  (hpsQ  produced  by  senna,  as  all 
who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  "  black  draughts  "  are 
pretty  well  aware.  Each  of  these  cases  was  oured  by  about  two 
drops  of  TincL  Sennee.    . 

Again,  when  blood  is  mixed  with  the  evacuations,  the  disease 
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often  resembles  the  cffecta  prodnced  by  ipecaemamha^  in  sadi 
cases,  that  iipec,)  is  tbe  proper  remedy. 

BfxB.  R-—  I  found  fluffenii^  miidb  fironi  oonite&t  pv^gftn^  of 
hUck  motkma,  apparently  ariaing  from  a  Buzture  of  daik  Tenooa 
blood ;  she  had  a  feeble  pulse  and  was  much  sunk.    I  gave  her 

Tinct.  Ipecac.  1 . 

Eight  dzops  of  this  dilution  in  two  onacas  of  wafter^  a  deaaaii 
spoonful  every  two  hours,  and  the  same  qnanti^  on  tha  foUowui^ 
day,  sufficed  to  effect  a  cure. 

Bilioms  Disorder. 

Master  T— ,  aged  S.  On  Tuesday,  Febniaiy  19th,  1850,  looked 
a  little  bilions.  He  had  Hydr.  cum  ereta  gr.  iij,  and  on  Wedneoday 
morning  a  dessert  spoonful  of  Gaalor  oiL  The  bowels  wcve  wall' 
moved,  the  atools  bilious.  On  Thursday  he  became  mote  foreriahy ' 
and  began  to  cough.  Hydr.  cum  creta,  gr.  iij,  given ;  he  waa  a  little 
sick  after  the  powder ;  his  cheeks  burned ;  he  started  m  his  daep^ 
and  there  was  apprehension  of  croup,  (an  attack  of  which  he  had  laat 
sununer) ;  in  the  night  slight  delirium.  On  Friday  moniing  a  daaaerl 
spoonful  of  Castor  oil  was  again  ^ven,  the  bowels  were  Tery  wdl 
moved,  (that  is,  several  times).  On  Saturday  the  skin  waa  dry  and 
hot.  Effervescing  draughts  were  given.  Cough  became  troubleaoraa; 
he  was  getting  rapidly  worse,  and  in  the  evening  I  was  sent  for. 
The  child  looked  veiy  heavy,  his  eyes  dull,  and  his  tongue  remark- 
ably coated  with  a  thick  white  fur,  like  a  coat  of  paint. 

TincL  Aconiti  3,  two  drops  in  an  ounce  of  water, 
a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 
Sunday,  Feb.  24th. — Has  had  a  much  better  night,  and  appears 
in  every  respect  relieved,  Belladonns  3. 

In  the  evening. — Ooing  on  welL 

Repeat  the  Aconite  with  one  drop,  and  g^ve  two  pellets  of 

Chamomilla  3,  in  the  morning. 
On  Monday. — In  every  respect  better,  but  the  tongue  cleans  slowly. 

Two  powders  with  Chamomilla  3. 
Tuesday. — Improving. 

Chamomilla  at  bedtime ;   China  12,  in  the  monung. 
Wednesday. — Better.        Repeat  the  China  twice. 
Thursday. — ^Wcll,  except  the  tongue. 

Mercurius  5,  at  bedtime ;    Hepar  sulphuris  5,  in  the  morning. 
Friday. — ^Repeat  the  last  powders.     Well. 
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Ahdemhtai  SgatHUhiic  Point.  _ 

■  In  JMlMCM  ofattfiWing  of  tfria  ki»d,"  the  tuiiJCf  deri<«Bd  froni 
Nax  Tomioa  3, 1»  btm  ^erj  grsutjiag.  -WhcDlb«  MUok  wm 
recent  it  was-  ilmott  ioiiMdiatel^  vembf  ed,  «ad  kt  one  case  of 
loDg  stondiog,  where  the  tooBteaiDm  Strayed  the  existence  of 
orgsnie  ^aeaHe',  a^  te'iAich  t£e  itain  wu  so  serere,  aa J  had  cob- 
tinned  no  mmif-  ElonrtHhst^i  facd  resalt  seemed  not  improbable, 
the  proBtratioD  of  strength  being  very  greai^-^a  persOTerance  in 
the  remedy  at  short  iDtanw)s,,jlv  4,.4>Wtb°°"  gB^o  complete 
rehef.    TiieibUpfi^.Q^|n^,^|^.be,-giveB,aQdei  this  bea4 

N~  E-^avifcva.wddka^:«omu,lkMlMdlwodiildicii,fcrr 
sonm  months  Ina  been  .luiuib'  adimpoaoA  in  vnioa*  'w^'i  uid  nndw 
the  care  of  a  phyncian.  Durki^-the  laat  Jbrtaigfat  tha  haa  got  mich- 
wone,  andwhaclMwfavoBWadneadajevonittg,  HarahSOth,  1650, 
she  ma  in  extreme  pain  in  tb«ba<fy,aittiag  beat  o>nrtfaeflie  becauae 
ehfl  could  not  lie  in  bed.  Toy  iry  ton^s  and  cxtramdy  mak  and 
exfaatwted.  Hu  been  tilting  »am£a£dk  and  gin,  on  the  lecommen* 
dttkm  of  a  neighboar ;  si^  ihe  feela  toj  atok. 

I  gftve  bar  a.  doM  af  Xax  vonica  3,  whick  I  had  takai  with  me,  ' 
after  tvhich  ihe  vomited,     I  Ihen  BBit  h^ 

Tinct.  Arsnita  B,  a  doae  every  two  hnm. 

Hireh  21at. — The  pam  enlirdy  goae;  eDuridCiaUe  soreneea  in 
the  abdomen  rerounbg,  ini  a  emgh.  " 

Tfalct.  BtyotdK'  B,  a  thme  evety-  three  fabnn,    ' 

22nd. — Much  better;  tongue  stilfiVdier  Aiy,  and  some  fererish^ 
nesBremaina.  Aconltiin  IS.     -'  —  •''-   "■'    ■ 

23rd. — Complains  again  of  eorenen  In  the  bocbr.        ,  . ' 
To  have  wann  foqientatioi^  and  a  dme  of  Jutflc*  Vi 

afteiwarSstTuict.  Araenid  3.  "  "'    '' ' '  ' 

26th. — Cbnqdvasqf  i;^[]l£nt{4t^.iqMien^tlcig.fndt^(^ 
entirely  prevents  aleep  fw.  ]fe]WTid,^)puil|.iR  the  p^ 
rather  dry.  China  12,  three  timea  a  d«y. 

28tli.— St^a  Ae"  oai^  Mt  Ijwrbelieufwttliat  anytbiag  could  have 

relieved  her  so  rnac^"'  ;  lUft  iaA  two;  gRod  ni(fUa  ;  was  standing  at 

the  door  with  her  boonet  on;  isahi  oi^  rather  we^k,  and  will aot 

trouble  me  to  visit  her  any  inore,         '  ' 

ContiniMteCUBaa.Av.cbyB.    - 
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Flatulent  Colic,  with  disekarpe  of  wkiie  glairy  mucus  from 

the  bowels. 


Master  T — ,  has  been  mdStmg  from  Uiese  symptoaos  soma  haan. 
Tlnct  Bab.  Oopaibe  8,  three  times  a  day, 
and  an  injection  containing  a  drop  of  the  Ess.  Oil  of  Copaiba, 
2nd  day. — No  return  of  pain  since  the  injection ;  some  discharge 
of  the  same  kind  of  mucus.  The  medicine  ootilinned, 

drd. — ^The  mucus  discharge  has  disappeared;   he  seems  nearly 
welL  Repeat  the  miztore. 

Parotiiis, 

Every  one  kiKms  that  the  first  e£B9ct  of  Mereory  is  to  act 
npon  the  saliyory  glands ;  it,  therefore,  there  be  any  troth  in  die 
law  of  "  similia,"  Mercury  ought  to  be  a  cure  for  mnmp^.  - 1 
have  had  a  great  many  opportunities  of  putting  the  law  in  ques- 
tion to  this  testy  and  I  can  with  truth  affirm  that  in  every  ip- 
stance  the  result  has  been  satisfactory.  I  gave  nothing  bat 
Meroorius  in  various  dilutions,  and  in  every  case  the  coro  was 
rapid  and  perfect.  It  most  be  remembered  that  not  the  slightest 
local  application  of  any  kind  was  permitted  in  any  one^  the 
cases.  The  pain  was  amazingly  mitigated,  and  there  was  no 
metastasis  or  sympathetic  affection  of  any  sort.  In  my  larmer 
practice  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  Mercurial  plaster, 
containing  a  little  Hydriodate  of  Potash,  was  the  most  success- 
ful treatment. 

Cynanche. 

Miss  ,  of  a  nervous  temperament,  suffered  from  headache 

and  sore-throat  yesterday;  to-day  has  vomiting  of  mucus  and  bile, 
and  diarrhcsa ;  pain  like  a  cord  drawn  round  the  body. 

Tinct  Belladonns  3. 

Evening. — The  vomiting  and  purging  ceased  immediatdy.     Now 
feverish,  vrith  headache  and  sove^tfazoat. 

Tiact.  Aconiti  3. 

2nd  day. — No  fever;  tongoe  clean  and  mdat;  has  had  no  sleep 
on  account  <^  severe  compressive  pain  on  the  top  of  the  head* 
Ignatia  12,  three  powders,  containing  two  pellets  each. 
In  the  evening  she  reported  that  "  the  pressure  was  relieved  after 
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the  first  powder,  and  the  pain  very  much  less  after  the  second ;  the 
tMrd  entirely  removed  it.** 

3rd.  Has  slept  well;  is  down  stairs.  Well  except  an  ulcer 
remaining  in  the  left  tonsil,  and  weakness. 

Having  exerted  herself  too  much,  this  was  followed  by  a  bad 
night  and  return  of  headache. 

MercuriuB  5. 

5th. — Better,  but  complains  of  weakness  and  depression. 

China  6. 

I  afterwards  found  that  my  patient  was  agitated  by  various  mental 
anxieties,  which  interfered  with  the  recovery  of  her  strength,  and 
she  went  from  homa  a  short  time.    I%e  returned  well. 

Other  cases  of  cynanche  have  yielded  beautifully  to  Bella- 
donna, and  one  or  two  to  Nnx  Vomioa,  where  that  remedy 
seemed  better  adapted  to  the  constitution. 

Aug.  7,  1861. — Thos.  Rogers,  aged  16,  Severe  cynanche  ton- 
sillaris.  -  Right  tonsil  very  large,  apparently  suppurating,  and  must 
burst.  I  felt  a  strong  inclination  to  thrust  a  lancet  into  it.  He  has  had 
quinsey  before,  when  the  abscess  burst.  He  is  quite  unable  to  swalkw. 

Tin<it.  Hepar.  Sulph.  5. 
Sth. — Can  swallow  rather  better.     Abicess  has  not  burst.     Con« 
tinue  the  medicine. 

11th. — Throat  not  so  well ;  more  painM. 

Tinct.  BelladoQDffi  1. 
12th.— Throat  no  better. 

Lachesis  6. 
13th. — Throat  much  better;  swelling  subsiding.   Repeat  Lachesis. 
16th.— WeU. 

Croup. 

I  have  tried  the  new  treatment  in  three  cases  of  cronp.  One 
comparatively  slight,  because  attended  to  immediately,  though 
the  difficulty  of  fareathing  and  distress  were  very  considemble, 
and  the  cough  thoroughly  oharaoteristio.  Th»  was  speedily  cored 
by  a  few  doses  of  Aconite  and  fiep«r  Sulphuris.  The  second  was 
a  more  severe  iriitack^  and  oonseqnently  resisted  the  treatment 
longer,  but  it  also  yielded  daring  the  night  to  Aconite,  Spongia, 
and  Hepar  Sulphuris.  My  notes  of  the  third  case  are  as 
follow : — 

2  p2 
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Dec.  1,  1850;  Sunday.: — This  wa^  aa  bad  a  ca^e  o^  croup  as  I 
ever  saw  recover.  The  patient,  a  little  boy  3  years  and  5  months 
old,  was  very  fat  and  tall  for  his  age ;  a  fine  child.  He  l)egan  as 
usual  in  the  night  (Saturday),  but  I  was  not  sent  for  to  se^  him  till 
to-day  at  noon.  His  mother  has  given  hira  Anti^nonial  wine,  &c.y 
and  he  has  vomited  several  times,  both  before  and  alier  taking  the 
antimony.  When  I  saw  him  his  face  was  very  hot  and  flushed,  and, 
when  he  coughed,  almost  purple ;  his  breathing  very  short,  and  the 
peculiar  sound  of  croup  accompanied  both  the  breathing  and  the 
cough ;  his  pulse  above  180 ;  occasionally  he  struggled  violently  for 
breath,  as  if  he  would  be  sufTocated.     I  gave  him 

Tinct.  Aconiti  3,  and  Tinct,  Spongise  5,  in  alternate  doses  every 

quarter  of  an  hour. 

6  p.  M. —  He  has  not  yet  been  much  relieved.  Has  taken  six 
doses  of  each  of  the  medicines. 

Tinct.  Hepar  Sulph.  5. 
I  gave  him  half  a  drop.     He  seemed  to  breathe  rather  better  afler 
this,  and  in  another  quarter  of.  an  hour  I  repeated  the  dose.     Fifteen 
minutes  later  I  gave  the  Aconite  again.     His  pulse  was  now  160; 
his  fits  of  coughing  not  so  frequent.     For  the  night  he  had 

Tinct.  Aconit.  2,  Tinct.  Spongise  3,  Tinct.  Hepar  Sulph.  5, 
to  take  in  turns,  half  an  hour  between  each  dose.     As  yet^he  waa 
to  have  no  food. 

Monday  morning,  9  A.  m.  He  continued  very  ill,  and  between  1 2 
and  1  o'clock  his  parents  thought  he  would  die,  but  he  then  began 
to  breathe  better,  and  he  is  now  greatly  recovered.  His  countenance 
looks  natural,  his  breathing  much  slower  and  without  noise,  his 
cough  has  lost  its  croupy  character  and  is  much  less  frequent,  -  his 
pulse  140.  He  had  begged  for  a  little  tea,  and  had  taken  it  with  a 
morsel  of  bread  and  butter,  before  I  saw  him.  To  continue  the 
medicines  at  intervals  of  an  hour. 

6  p.  M. — The  most  troublesome  symptom  during  the  day  has  been 
vomiting.  The  breathing  and  cough  better,  pulse  140.  To  discon- 
tinue  the  medicines  arid  to  take 

Tinct.  Ipecac.  3,  a  dose  every  two  hours. 

Tuesday. — He  took  the  medicine,  and  also  a  small  dose  of  castor- 
oil  in  the  night.  He  is  much  better  to-day,  and  in  a  few  days  he 
was  well. 
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In/lammatori/  Congestion  of  the  Lungs. 

In  February,  1850,  f  attended  J —  R — ^  a  aerraot,  for  a  violent 
attack  of  inflammation  of  the  lungB.  and  not  feeling  myself  at  that 
time  aulGciently  maEt«r  of  the  homceopathic  treatment  of  so  dange- 
rous a  disease,  I  prescribed  for  her  in  accordance  with  my  former 
experience.  Three  weeks  elapsed  before  she  became  convalescent, 
and  it  required  some  time  to  be  spent  in  the  counti;  before  she  could 
return  to  ber  emplojrment. 

In  the  evening  of  the  2Sth  of  October,  I  was  sent  for  by  her  mia< 
tress,  to  see  her  again.  She  had  contiuued  well  all  the  Btimmer,  but 
having  been  out  the  previous  evening  in  the  wet,  she  was  taken  ill 
again  in  the  same  manner  as  before.  She  was  exceedingly  hot;  her 
face  flushed;  her  breathing  rapid  and  difficult;  she  complained  of 
violent  pun  in  the  cheat  and  head;  had  a  short,  hacking  cough;  and 
her  pulse  140,  full  and  hard.  The  nature  of  the  case  was  sufficiently 
manifest.     I  ordered  her  to  take 

Tinct.  Aconiti  3,  TlucL  Belladoune  3, 
in  half-drop  doses  every  half-hour,  alternately. 

The  next  morning  I  was  highly  gratifled  to  flnd  that  the  flushed 

foce  and   pun  in  the    head  were  gone;  that  the  pun  in  the  chest 

was  very  much  less,  the  breathing  greatly  relieved,  and  the  pulse 

115.     She  complained  now  only  of  pain  in  the  back. 

Tinct.  Aconiti  3,  Tinct  Bryonin  2, 

to  be  taken  as  before. 

She  had  no  other  medicine,  and  recovered  in  a  few  daya. 

Pleuro-pneumonla. 
March  23rd,  1851.— Mrs.  "W— 's  nephew,  a  thin,  ui&ealtKy  i«ji- 
ing  young  man  of  about  18.     Has  been  ill  some  days'  from  checked 
perspiration.    He  now  looks  deathly  pale,  ia  shiverius,  has  headache, 
and  his  pulse  is  too  rapid  to  be  counted.  ... 

rmcll.  Nux  Tom.  3. 
24th.^Headacbe  gone  ;    nature  of  the  ca^  how  Wore  evident 
The  pain  in  the  side,  dyspnoea,  short  diy  cough,  and  the  stethoscope 
plainly  indicating  Pleuritis,  and  the  inflammation  extending  to  the 
lungs.     Pulse  120;    urine  high  coloured  and  very  acid ;    the  tongue 
has  a  dry  stripe  along  the  centre  and  is  Furred  on  the  sides. 
Tinct  BryoniB  3, 
29th. — Symptoms  much  the  same. 

Tinct  AcDuiti  2,  Tinct.  firyonin  2,  alternately. 
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In  the  evening — ^Respirations  from  40  to  4ft  in  the  minate ;  pulse 
120 ;  cough  frequent.  Expectoration  now  conung  on,  of  a  pale  pink 
(tinged  with  hlood)  ;  pain  very  severe  in  the  right  side  and  acroas  tiie 
diaphragm.     No  relief  from  the  Bryonia. 

Tinct.  Aconiti  3,  Tinct.  Belladonna  3,  altemately. 
26th,  8  A.  M. — Somewhat  reUeved,  has  had  a  little  sleep;  pain  leas; 
pulse  still  1 20,  hut  softer ;  hreathing  stUl  frequent  and  short. 

Evening. — ^Very  little  pain,  except  when  moving;   pulse    110; 
respirations  32  ;  sputa  not  tinged  ;  air  enters  the  right  lung  better. 
Tinct.  Aconiti  2,  Tinct.  Belladonne  2,  alternately, 
27th. — Has  had  a  restless  night ;  complains  of  pains  externally  in 
the  chest  and  abdomen,  sore  to  the  touch ;  breathing  nearly  40  times 
in  the  minute  ;    pulse  108  ;   has  perspired  freely  on  the  body  and 
chest ;  cough  troublesome  ;   has  not  expectorated  much ;  mouth  and 
breath  disagreeable ;  tongue  moist ;  iirine  less  high  coloured. 
Tinct.  Rhus  tox.  3,  half  a  drop  every  two  hours. 
Evening. — Looks  ill ;    lies  only  on  his  back ;    pulse  and  breathing 
the  same  ;  no  expectoration  ;  no  pain,  except  on  moving  or  coughing. 

Tinct.  Phosphor.  2,  every  two  hours. 

28th. — Has  had  a  good  night  after  a  bad  fit  of  coughing  in  the 
evening,  and  a  difficult  motion ;  looks  rather  better ;  is  free  from 
pain ;  pulse  108;  respiration  not  so  frequent;  urine  still  rather  high 
coloured. 

29th. — Saw  him  asleep  ;  pulse  100 ;  respirations  40 ;  cough  not 
so  troublesome ;  much  depressed  in  spirits. 

Phosphorus  6,  nine  pellets  in  four  oimces  of  water, 
a  tablespoonfrd  every  three  hours. 

dOth. — Has  slept  all  night ;  no  pain ;  pulse  68  ;  tongue  still 
frured  and  breath  fcetid ;  respiration  rapid. 

Mercurius  6,  twelve  pellets  in  four  ounces  of  water,  as  before. 

Slst. — Better ;  no  pain  ;  pulse  64  ;  breathing  still  short  and  im- 
perfect. Repeat  Mercurius. 

April  1st. — In  the  act  of  dressing  when  I  saw  him.  Breathing 
still  frequent ;  other  symptoms  as  before. 

Tinct.  Bryonise  3. 

2nd.— Feels  better;  pulse  70;  expectorates  freely;  breathmg 
rather  better. 

3rd. — Improving  rapidly.         Repeat  Bryonia. 

4th.— Has  had  a  violent  attack  of  pain  in  the  muscles  of  the  thigh 
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and  leg,  which  wen  bediming  to  swell,  this  oontiaued  for  some  days. 
The  pun  and  swelling  subsided  under  the  use  of  Aconite  and  Sulphur, 
and  the  cough,  expectoration  and  difficult  of  breathing  entiiel}'  dis- 
appeared. I  have  since  examined  his  lungs  and  the;  have  regained 
their  healthy  conditioa.  He  has  had  no  return  of  the  Bymptoms,  and 
is  now  pursuing  his  avocation,  which  is  a  trying  one  for  such  a 
constitution. 

It  ia  eTtdent  that  this  young  man  very  nearly  died.  Gzpe- 
rieoced  homceopatbuts  will  see  that  the  tieatmetit  might  have 
been  better;  donbtleas  the  PhosphoruB  ought  to  have  been 
given  in  the  first  instance  instead  of  the  Bryony.  Had  this 
plan  been  adoptdd  I  hare  no  donbt  that  the  recovery  would 
have  commenced  earlier;  bat  with  all  its  defects  the  treatment 
was  ultimately  socceesful,  not  only  in  affoiding  palliative  relief 
but  in  effecting  a  radical  cute.  I  feel  a  moral  certainty  that 
hod  he  been  treated  with  bleeding  and  blistering,  purgatives, 
salines  and  antimonials,  he  would  have  died,  if  not  immediately, 
(which  I  believe  would  have  been  the  ease),  at  any  rate  from 
the  chronic  disease  which  by  tbia  method  would  have  bean  left 
behind.  The  time  seemed  long  during  which  my  anxiety  con- 
dnued,  but  after  all  it  did  not  extend  to  a  fbrbiight,  and  it  mnst 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  disease  had  been  allowed  to  gather 
Btreagtb  for  nearly  a  week  before  anything  was  done  to  check 
it.  I  feel  justified  by  the  result  in  conaidering  this  caae  as  a 
striking  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the  new  remedies  in  auoh  an 
acute  and  highly  daogerons  disease  as  pneumonia  is  universally 


Socping-cough . 

During  the  winter  of  1850  two  very  bad  cases  of  hoojnng- 
cougb  fell  under  my  core.  One  I  considered  almost  in  dying 
circnmstancea  when  I  first  saw  the  poor  little  sufferer,  and 
though  it  derived  benefit  for  sonu  time  &om  Veratrum,  the 
expectoration  exhausted  it,  and  it  ultimately  sunk  in  on  extreme 
state  of  emaciation.  The  second,  a  rather  older  child,  hut 
nearly  as  bad  a  case,  recovered  under  similar  treatment.  A 
third  case,  also  an  infant,  I  saw  in  a  much  earher  stage  of  the 
diseosey  and  to  my  great  sarpriae,  it  was  perfectly  cured  in  three 


weeks.    HoQpi0gK;6ngb  iios  fiddly  Bitberto''beed  <tofM  Ib^tfae 

winter.  -.  ;  .  ■  -i  ^^  ••!»   : 

Otalgia. 

Scyme  long-continued  cjtses  of  6artiche  in  chffSwii',  for  one  of 
which  Mr.  Pilcher  was  cotosnltefl,  S^e^  cured' Vy  ^Pulsalilla  in 

the  tnost beautiful  manner.     Another  in  an  adiiU^was  'the  fol* 

,     .  •        •     ••    -"^    • ^■ 

lowing : — 

April  26,  1850.  Mrs.  G-^  J— %  Obstinate  pm  ^and  .diecbaii^e 
from  the  ear,  which  has  resisted .  a^uch  t]:eiLt9»eati^%|  her  /medical 
attendant.  Her  gen^eral  health  e^eioa  good-^ndfed  flha-makaane 
other  complaint  th,an  whfit  may  fairly  be  i^v^ppooed  to.  foria^.ir^ia  ^ 
frequent  pain  in  thie  ear— the  discharj^  is  considerable  ap4  disagree? 
able.  A  perseyerance  for  two  months  with.  Fu^atilUv  /^th.  -  oequ 
islonal  doses  of  Aconite  and  Belladonna,  two  pf  Hepar  8u]phun%  and 
ibur  of  Calcarea  carbonica,  were  successful  in  accompUahk^  jl 
cure. 

Ofhthalmia  wUh  Ulcers  on  the  CQmea\,r       i?   '.  :.. 

Several  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  have  ooeorred  ood 
have  yielded  to  the  administration  of  Belladonna,  &c.  Oim^ 
little  child  had  suffered  severely  for  many  months,  had  no% 
been  benefitted  by  treatment,  and  oonsiderable  ulcers  and  specksi 
existed  on  each  cornea.  This  was  beautiftilly  cured  by  a  perse- 
vering use  of  Calcarea  oarbonioa. 

Another  somewhat  similar  case,  but  not  of  so  long  standing, 
and  affecting  one  eye  only,  'wad  more  rapidly  cured  by  Eu- 
phrasia. *  '         ■ 

Headache, 

A  vauety  of  pains  in  the  head  hate  found  more  or  less 
speedy  relief  ;firom  the  remedies  administered,  but  I  must  Umit' 
myself  to  dne  case  under  this  head. 

Mrs.  D-^—  was  suffering  when  I  saw  her  from  very  severe  pain  ohl 
the  top  of  tfie  h^sla,  with  a  flushed  face  but  not  a  frequent  pulse: 
she  requested  to  have  sbihe  leeches  and  a  blister.  I  persuaded  her 
to  allow  me  to  try  a  little  medicine  first,  and  sent  her 

Tinct.  BeUadonntt  3. 
The  next  day  she  was  no  better — indeed  the  pain  was  described 
as  distracting.     I  tried 

Tinct.  Nux  vom.  3. 
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The  third  di^tfhe^viii  if  poflflSdcwDi^wid'^  h«ve  a 

blister  on  the  nape  of  the  neck,  or  some  leeches,  or  both.  I  felt  hi 
extremity  myself,  as  well  as  n^y  paticat.  The  fate  of  homceopathy  in 
my  owi;  mindwsis  in  somei  :Kaea8U][e  dep^diogupon  thiB  case,  though 
I  felt  con/scious  thatit  is  ];^ot.jeaeK>?^Jt4e  to  fix  upoa  wxi.experimetUum 
cruets  in  such  an  arbitruy^  n^aoo^y  va^^  ,that  it  is  in  reality  the 
result  of  many  cases^  and  not  of  any  single  one^  that  must  decide  the 
question  at  issue.  I  called  to  mind  the  necessity  which  often  exists 
for  mlAt^  enquiiybeibi^'tiib^apprDlyrlate  r^m^y  can  be  discovered, 
and  having  pOf^omiHed'het  a'USte^lf  I  failed  another  day,  I  set  to 
ifork  anew  to  Mil  the  ^hMory^trf' the  case  from  the  beginning.  I 
thas  ascertained  thii;t  eet^ral  yem  ago  she  had  had,  daring  mis' 
carriages  and  at  other'timeis.  Immense  lo^es  of  blood,  and  that  since 
that  time  she  had  been  liubject  to  occasional  ailments  in  the  head!, 
but  not  always  of  a  nmilar  kind.  I  now  had  my  clue,  and  imme* 
diately  sent  her 

China  6, 
and  the  first  dose  completely  cured  her.  It  may  be  said  that  I 
ought  to  have  made  all  this  out  at  my  first  visit,  bat  those  only  who 
have  tried,  know  the  difficulty  of  persevering  in  such  minute  invest!-* 
gations,  through  a  number  of  patients,  during  each  day's  visits,  and 
the  continual  temptation  one  lies  under,  of  atipping  back  into  the 
more  cursoxy  and  much  more  easy  and .  agreeable  method  to  which 
one  has  been  accustomed  for  a  long  seii^  of  years. 

Tfi^eat^fH^d  Hydrocephalms. 

July  19,  1851. — ^R —  H — 's  son,  aged  about  5,  delicate,  has  beeti 
complaining  some  time  of  headacte,  loss  of  appetite,  listlessness ;  is 
now  creeping  in$o^  the  fiyewthpu^  aireiy  het  day;  has  a  staring, 
immeaning  look,  gives  no  answer  when  spoken  to,  pupils  insensibAs 
to  the  sudden  action  of  light,  pu]s9  slow  and  feeble.  The  pareata 
state  that  they  have  lost  two  children  already  from  water  in  the 
brain,  and  fear  this  little  boy  is  g^ing  off  in  t|ie  saine  manner. 

Tinct.  Belladonqse  9».Tinct.  Ipecf^suaohss  3,  alternately. 

20th. — A  little  impiQviement  in  the  duld'a  appearance. 

Tinct  Belladonnsp  3,  Tiuct  Sulphuris  5,  alternately. 

I  waa  then  prevented  seeing  him  for  a  lew  days,  but  on  the  25th 
1  found  him  much  better. 

Pulsatilla  3. 
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His  father,  a  medical  man  of  distioction,  notr  arrived  from  a 
disUiDce,  together  with  his  mother.  Though  no  bomoeopatbise, 
I  was  greatly  roHevod  when,  after  having  detailed  to  him  all  I 
had  done,  I  received  from  him  hearty  thanks  for  the  benefit  his 
hoy  had  evidently  received  from  the  treatment.  In  a  few  days 
he  was  snflCiciently  recovered  to  bo  taken  home  by  his  mother. 
I  believe  he  has  biuco  suffered  a  good  deal,  which  I  cannot  but 
think  he  would  have  escaped  had  tlie  homoeopathic  remedies 
been  continued. 

The  value  of  Bryony  in  this  case  induced  me  to  try  it  subse- 
quently in  several  cases  of  rheumatism^  and  generally  with  very 
great  advantage  to  my  patient.  It  would  be  very  interesting  to 
ascertain  whether  when  Bryony  is  taken  in  health,  either  acci- 
dentally as  a  poison,  or  intentionally  with  the  view  of  "  proving" 
its  cfiects»  it  produces  the  same  acidity  in  the  secretions.  This. 
and  many  other  similar  points  will  be  learnt  as  the  re-investiga- 
tion of  the  Materia  Medica  is  proceeded  with. 

Retention  of  Urine, 

August  10,  1851,  Sunday. — ^A  stone-maaon,  aged  45,  employed 
in  sLnkiug  a  pit,  and  consequently  working  partially  in  water.  Fi£. 
teen  years  ago  had  gonorrhoea  treated  with  injections;  has  had 
stricture  ever  since.  A  year  ago  bad  retention  of  urine  ibr  a  abort 
time,  but  did  not  get  bad.  Had  a  litde  ale  last  nighty  has  had  reten- 
tion of  urine  since  2  ▲.  x, ;  at  4  went  to  a  druggist,  who  gmve  him 
Castor  oil,  and  told  him  to  take  some  gin  without  water,  which  he 
did.  At  6,  being  in  great  pam,  his  wife  went  to  the  same  person^ 
who  gave  her  Spirits  of  Turpentme,  of  which  he  took  two  doses. 
I  understood  that  at  10  and  at  12  he  gave  some  other  medicines. 
At  4  F.  M.  his  wife  came  for  me,  and  I  went  with  her  to  see  faim. 
He  was  at  that  time  flushed  and  feverish,  with  pain  and  excitement, 
and  rolling  about  his  bed  in  great  distress*  It  was  not  a  case 
admitting  of  delay,  the  region  of  the  bladder  being  distended  and 
hard.  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  relief  by  the  catheter,  but  taking 
every  pains,  and  using  as  much  force  as  I  deemed  safe,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  desist,  at  least  for  a  while.  I  determined  to  try  some 
remedies,  but  with  very  faint  hope,  if  I  had  any  at  all,  that  they 
could  afford  relief.  I  began  with  a  dose  of  Sulphur,  with  the  view 
of  counteracting,  as  far  as  it  might  be  able,  the  injui-ious  effects  of  the 
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me^icmes  he  bad  already  taken.  This  wae  liilldiared  lyf  n-  doi^  of 
Aconite^  and  then  I  beglul  giriBg  ConthtriB  and  OaQnahis  enrery 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  ailerwardfl  Nux  ^vomica  and  Fal8alilla»  and 
the  happy  reault  waa  that  he  \iery  soon  hegaa  to  past  small  quanti- 
ties of  water.  By  10  o'clock  it  amoonted  to  more  than  a  pint,  to 
his  great  relief;  hy  4  in  the  morming  as  much  more  had  passed,  and 
he  fell  asleep  for  two  hours. 

On  Monday. — He  has  continued  easy.  Has  made  water  at  inter'- 
vals ;  hypogastrium  soft ;  pulse  88  ;  urine  very  full ,  of  mucus.  In 
a  few  days  he  was  restored  to  the  state  he  had  heen  in  previous  to 
the  attack  on  Sunday — ^which  indeed  was  far  from  satisfactory,  and  I 
hoped  to  benefit  him  s^ill  more  hy  the  help  of  Clematis,  but  the  foU 
lowing  week  he  retiirned'to  lus  work  and  1  have  not  seen  him  since. 
Any  surgeon  of  experience  Would  have  proposed  puncturing  the 
bladder  in  this  case,  if  the  catheter  had  fiiiled  on  ^  secodd  careful 
attempt.  How  happy  to  hate  a  few  tasteleiss  doses  of  medicine  put 
int(X  our  hands,  which,  in  this  instanee  *at  least,  stipplanted  the  use 
of  both  catheter  and  twwArl  '- 

Diabetes  mellitui. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  I8d0,  I  was  consulted  by  Mrs. ,  a 

widow  of  about  47,  who  had  been  Buffering  fbr  several  years  from 
various  ailments,  and  had  been  during  much  of  that  time  under  the 
care  of  a  physician.    I  found  that  one  of  her  complaints  was  diabetes 
mellitos,  which  had  been  increa^g  upon  her  fbr  at  least  two  years. 
The  quantity  of  urine  in  the  tweilty:.fou]^ -hours  was  fifteen  pints,  and  ' 
the  weight  of  sugar  oontained  in  Hii^^ceeded  a  potmd.     tt  would 
be  tedious  to  report  the  daily  progress  of  this  case  ^  it  miist  suffice 
to  say  that  under  the  influence  of  Aconite,  'Sulphtrr,  Ntrx  vomica, 
China,  Belladonna,  and  some  other  remedies,  by  'the  middle  of  July  ' 
she  was  so  much  recovered  ihat  the  ^quantity'of  wktifer' was ''reduced^ 
to  below  three  pintfs  that  is  to  liie  (JiMht^  tiahiftd' ^^i^^  '- 

though  the  preaence  of  suga]^  oonld  sfifi  bb  ^etedtejl,  %  W^  '^ottipara- 
tively  small  in  quantity,  t^ie  'theti  i^ent  Cb  tl^'^ei^iiide  for  two  or 
three  weeks.  During  h^r  fit^  there,  het^  sbd'wfbte  U^  me  that  his 
'«  Mother  was  so  well  that  dhe  did  ndt  k^af 'ia  dS  anything."  She 
haa  aiBce  suffered  in  variouGT  ways  ftorh  teenta!  causes,  and  has  had 
some  return  of  the  diabetes,- biit  fti  has  again  yielded  to  the  same 
remedies.  It  may  be  sdd  of  thte  case  thatt  the  tendency  to  the  com- 
plaint is  not  Temoved.     This  -w  gnmled,  but  while  the  causes  which 


first  induoed  the  compliant  are^  ia  all  p^bability,  still  sarrpvadiia^  tke 
patient^  it  ib  not  surprising  if  they  succeed  in  hrioging  on  second  or 
third  attacks.  I  have  seen  several  cases  of  sugared  urine  forai«rly, 
bat  I  never  saw  the  old  remedies  afford  such  permanent  benefit. 
Neither  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  new  method  will  always 
succeed  in  such  an  untractable,  and  hitherto  usuaUy  fatal  disease. 

Fever. 

I  have  treated  about  twenty  cases  of  fever  of  a  typhoid 
character,  after  the  new  method.  Some  were  slight ;  I  think 
they  were  cut  short  by  the  treatment ;  others  were  vef y  bad. 
Only  one  has  died,  repeated  and  obstinate  bleeding  from  the 
nose  being  the  immediate  cause  of  the  unfavourable  result 

The  first  case  was  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Dickinson.  The 
boy,  when  I  saw  him  for  the  first  time,  was  very  ill,  with  deli- 
rium,  dry  tongue,  Sec.,  and  it  was  at  his  parent's  request  that 
the  new  remedies  were  tried.  Mr.  Dickinson  watched  the  cas6, 
and  from  day  to  day  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  boy  s 
progress.     Indeed,  no  case  of  fever  could  have  gone  on  better. 

Space  will  not  allow  me  to  add  at  present,  which  I  otherwise 
could  do,  to  these  cases.  I  must  however  make  a  few  obs^im- 
tions  upon  them  ;  and 

First. — They  are  not  given  as  specimens  of  perfect  homceopn- 
thic  treatment,  nor  "^th  the  view  of  teaching  homoeopathic 
practice.  I  am  too  sensible  of  their  imperfections  to  propose 
them  with  this  intention.  They  are  also  too  briefly  recorded  to 
answer  such  pui^oses  as  these.  They  are  related  in  rts  few 
words  as  possible,  as  they  have  occurred  to  me  in  my  inquiry 
into  the  truth  of  homoeopathy.  They  are  among  the  rea&ons 
which  induce  me  to  persetere  in  that  enqnity;  atid  I  ventare 
to  think  they  are  sufficient,  if  studied  with  candour,  to  induoe 
others  of  my  medical  brethren  to  undertake  a  similar  oourse  of 
conscientious  enquiry. 

Secondly. — It  will  be  observed  that  nearly  all  the  oases  itre 
of  an  acute  character.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  this  that 
homoeopathy  is  not  equally  applicable  to  chronic  complaints ; 
btxt  I  have  preferred  recording  cases  of  aerate  disease,  because 
the  eflfects  iA  the  remedies,  following  as  t^ey  >do  mote  YapHlly 


the  Tmtk  of  tfoniAopathy.  S6l 

the  fldmhuBtnttion  of  the  dose,  ma;  be  more  easil;  find  Btuely 
observed,  and  oagbt  therefore  to  be  more  readily  acknowledged. 

Thirdly. — It  will  also  be  observed  that  I  have  omitted  all 
allusioD  to  the  diet  of  the  several  cases.  This  I  have  done  for 
brevity's  sake,  and  I  remark  now,  that  in  each  instance  I 
adhered  to  my  usnal  course  with  respect  to  food,  or  if  I  varied 
at  oil,  it  was  in  being  less  strict  than  formerly;  and  this  for  my 
own  satisfaction,  and  to  obviate  the  objection  that  diet,  in  the 
new  treatment,  is  everything.  In  many  casee  there  is  no  time 
for  food  of  any  kind;  in  otliers  the  symptoms  are  too  severe  to 
admit  of  food  being  taken ;  and  in  those  of  longer  continuanoe 
and  of  a  milder  form,  men  of  experience  and  candour  vrill 
admit  that  food  does  not,  and  cannot  do  all  that  is  needfnl  to 
effect  a  cure.  Many  of  the  cases  are  children,  wbicb  tUsposee 
of  the  oft-repeated  objection  that  the  so  called  cures  are  the 
result  of  the  power  of  the  imagination. 

Fourthly. — Though  I  have  indicated  the  dilutions  used,  to 
shew  that  the  remedies  were  used  in  infinitesimal  doses,  I  wish 
to  lay  DO  streas  upon  those  actually  employed.  This  is  a 
subject  which  evidently  requires  ranch  foitber  study  before 
anything  definite  oaa  be  stated  respecting  it. 

Lastly. — I  shall  be  asked  if  I  have  not  had  fiulures  ?  It  is 
true  that  I  have  bad  some,  and  it  would  be  very  unreasonable 
to  expect  that  it  should  have  been  otherwise.  After  thirty  yeacs 
have  been  spent  in  the  old  system,  and  now,  while  placed  in  an 
isolated  position  in  the  oountry,  with  no  help  but  that  which  I 
oould  derive  from  books  and  an  oooaaionol  letter  from  my  fiiend 
Mr.  Bamsbotbam  (by  whose  statements  X  was  induced  in  the 
first  instance  to  undertake  the  inveetigation),  it  would  have 
been  strange  indeed,  and  almost  miraculous  to  have  aocoeeded 
in  ever;  case.  But  (hough  this  has  not  happened,  the  niimber  of 
sucoesslul  oases  has  been  such,  that  my  orwn  mind  is  abundantly 
convinced  of  the  power  and  efficacy  of  the  infinitesimal  doses, 
•nd  of  the  utility  of  the  law  of  timilia  tiatilibut. 


Such  is  the  statement  of  Aota  which  I  have  to  offer ;  and 
Homoeopathy  desires  to  stand  or  fall  as  a  question  of  (aei.     It 
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is  not  a  theory,  and  therefore  can  neither  be  eetablisbed  nor 
refated  by  theoretical  argamentation.     It  is  one  of  those  sub- 
jeots  which  are  oontrary  to  ordinary  experienoe*  in  theoon* 
aideration  of  which,  it  is  oar  daty  not  to  admit  more  than  oaa 
be  satisfactorily  proved,  and  at  the  same  time,  not  to  allow  oiii> 
selves  to  confine  the  powers  of  nature  within  the  boonds  of  our 
own  limited  experience.     It  is  a  case  in  which  theoretieal 
reasonings  are  not  to  be  put  in  opposition  to  plain  huo^     It  is 
a  ^esdon  which  can  never  be  settled  by  argument    Its  logfo 
is  that  of  facts.     Nevertheless  I  am  tempted  to  add  one  or  two 
considerations,  in  the  way  of  reawning  from  analogy^  in  order 
to  meet  in  some  measure  the  difficulties  which  beset  many 
minds,  on  the  first  presentation  to  them  of  the  minute  dose. 

And,  first,  it  is  generally  conceived  that  the  preparation  of 
the  dose  consists  in  nothing  more  than  its  subdivision  into  on 
inconceivably  small  quantity,  in  fact  into  nothing.  Now  this 
is  not  the  case.  There  is  a  large  amount  ot friction  made  uae 
of  in  the  preparation  of  the  remedy.  Does  frictiof^  eflbct  any 
thing  in  other  cases  ? 

It  developes  Eleetrieitg : — ^rub  wax  and  woollen,  or  glass 
and  silken  materials  together,  and  electrical  phenomena  ai!e 
produced, — and  that  indefinitely. 

It  communicates  Magnetism : — draw  two  magnets  in  oppo- 
site directions  over  each  side  of  a  bar  of  steel  which  is  not  as 
yet  magnetic,  and  you  convert  that  bar  into  a  permanent  mag- 
net ;  and  this  may  be  done  an  indefinite  number  of  times,  to 
an  indefinite  number  of  fresh  bars  of  steel,  without  weakening 
in  any  appreciable  degree,  the  powers  of  the  original  magnets. 

It  developes  Heat,  and  that  also  indefinitely ; — so  long  as 
two  hard  bodies  are  rubbed  together,  heat  will  be  extrioated, 
or  produced  without  exhaustion ;  that  is,  they  will  always 
become  capable  of  producing  in  our  bodies  the  sensation  of 
heat.  All  these  axe  facts.  Nobody  denies  them.  Who  can 
explain  them  ?  And  why  may  not  friction  have  its  eflTects 
upon  other  modes  in  which  the  particles  of  matter  act  upon  the 
wonderful  and  inscrutable  mechanism  of  living  beings  ? 

If  a  grain  of  arsenic  be  rubbed  for  hours  with  a  large  quantity 
of  inert  substance,  such  as  sugar  or  starch,  is  it  certainly  known 
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tobe  impR»ibl«  for -Abe  propflitiqt,  ptUie  towiwlo  beao  ex- 
teodfid  01  oonuHttnicated,  ibji  fibiv  ynMws^  that «  snaU  portMM 
of  this  powder  ahall  ba  able  to  pmdaee,  in ,«  mildw  fonn,  Bonw 
of  th«  eiiocta  fl^own  to.be.eaiwd  h;.  waanie  wiwa  taken  into  < 
thebodyf    What bitii  flx^awal  oui  dsoide  tuab  a  qooMioB.- 

«thia?.        .;..■:.:-...-:..,  ,  I  ..- 

What  effeoC.:h«i  fitiotioa,  tyion  Mfr«<>y  f .  t^vj  not  aivary 
l»rgqquaQ^t;.Q{jqufc](Bilyer:be  BwaUowie^  without  any  ^footr 
exoQpt  vliat  Bi^a^^toai  iSn  w^ght,buf  ^huh  %««!ijUf*Mf*i('<y  JiaSj. 
been  rubitdfyr  tt.-ionfi.fifm  witbjqhaUt,.  ot.«aofectioii.of  sqwa,  j 
do«B  it  not  beoQiw  fik  veiy  poTKAcf^rdnigt  oo^^  th«  names,9£, 
"  Grey  Powder"  ^od  ".Bi^i^l  ^!'^r— and  ..wjiat  ia  thia  but  th^,, 
HomcBopathio  mode  of  prepatatioa  aaddsvelopitwDili^of  pn)per-..i 
tiea  already  long  pcaoLiaed  by.  the  old  school?  Ifitbesaid, 
yes,  but  in  thia  case  a  chsniical  cbAOge.  ie  pioducod,  and  thfti 
metaJ  ia  oxidised i — I  reply  that  ifaete  ig  not  Bu^cient  proof  of., 
this,  WB  oie  not  sore  that  blue  pill  do^  coaUnn  a  proper  oiide  , 
of  mercnry ;— but  eapposing  it  to  be  ^e  case,  how  do  we  know. . 
that  no  chcmioal  change,  equally  important,  takes  place  in  tie  . 
rubbing  of  stiU  smaller  quantities  of  the  samo,  or  of  other  sub- 
stances ?  Every  subataaoe,  including  even  charcoal  and  all  the  . 
metals,  becomea  soluble  in  water  aftw  the  third  trituratitMi ; 
some  ee^ential  change  jnu^  therefore  have  been  produced. 

I  know  it,  wtU  bi^^plyec^  ph^  t^ere,)a,  j^o, analogy  between, 
ponderable  BMi/w,  ,aft|i.AhB,iTupa(i(^>rftble.MSPAs  ^l^^i'?' /^ 
magnetjai^  and  heat,  i  n)p|y  that  :Ke.kU9»».^toq  Ji^l^yet,  ; 
o£  the  properties  of  matiber,;e<3d,.AU<r^^pii',t9t,liit^.A$?ol«r.,t9,f, 
veoture  vpoD.soch  an  ass^^n,,  Tt'^t.-'i^^ -jPif^Fiffil^WiiJ 
between  tb«a  is  cerl^i;^  And.  I  ^.^nij^^^p^^l^yp^^ij  tliip 
developm^t  of  the.,pr.3perties,9f  ,niatt|ef;,jjjr  £!^fi^?fl)..^*l.'?Ai'^Wl 
meana  of  enabling  ua.  lQ_gerc^yg^if}flf^„elfl{j^ljj,  jbap,T(^ji^ve^„ 
yet  done,  the  connecting  link.betwqfQfi,.t|^fi^     ,,.   ,,|, [,.,.,.    .,,,.,,   .. 

Again,  bow  many  parte  entf^B^,  ey^,^4^b(>af!.iecience8  in 
which  our  knowledge  is  the  ni09;(,extepd^^.w]iicli  are  as  yet 
quite  beyond  our  powers  of  ujtderHtandiDg  or  accounting  for? 
The  laws  of  chemical  action  are  sow,  pprhapa  ae  well  viideiBtood  ^ 
as  any  of  the  inuu]a,eraUe  .oporatjo^v^.in  ,nai^ ;  ^ut.^Jio  c^ 

Ypi»  n,«o.,iKym. — pfflcosw^  1851.  .         .  .^     ■^^^..    I'l. 
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explain  the  action  of  platinum  in  inflaming  hydrogen,  or  other 
similar  e£fect8  ?  or  the  more  familiar  process  of  fermentation  ? 
What  is  meant  by  catalysis  ? 

In  vain  then  is  it  to  argue  upon  topics  about  which  we  are  so 
profoundly  ignorant  Living,  as  we  do,  in  the  world  of  God's 
wonders,  a  more  humble,  and  a  more  teachable  spirit  sorely  be- 
comes us  better;  especially  when  the  subject  enquired  into  is  one 
which  immediately  concerns  the  health  and  life  of  all  who  are 
most  dear  to  us, — ^indeed,  it  may  be  said,  of  all  the  bmnan 
family.  Let  us  be  as  cautious  as  we  can,  but  let  our  eyes  be 
open  to  evidence,  and  our  minds  open  to  conviction. 

It  is  indeed  ''  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die,"  and  the 
physician  may  not  hope,  by  any  effort,  to  evade  that  inflexible 
decree ;  but  it  is  often  his  privilege  to  be  the  means  of  post- 
poning that  solemn  event :  it  must  therefore  be  his  bounden 
duty  to  enquire  diligently  into  whatever  comes  legitimately 
before  him,  professing  to  he  the  best  method  by  which  he  can 
communicate  this  benefit  to  mankind.  Those  who  fearlessly 
and  honestly  discharge  this  duty  deserve  well,  and  fwt  ill,  of 
their  fellow-creatures ;  but  alas  !  "  Vetus  est  querela^  et  omnis 
memori®  literis  et  testimoniis  confirmata,  veritatem  in  terris 
peregrinam  agere,  et  inter  ignotos  facile  inimicos  et  calumnia- 
tores  invenire." 

''  It  hath  been  an  old  complaint,  and  confirmed  by  the 
writings  and  testimonies  of  every  age,  that  truth  wandereth 
here  and  there  as  a  stranger  in  the  world,  and  doth  readily  find 
enemies  and  slanderers  amongst  those  that  know  her  not." 


ON  TYPHILITIS  AND  PERITYPHILITIS. 

By  Dr.  Hofrichter,  of  Prague.* 

During  a  practice  of  20  years'  duration  I  have  met  with  four 
cases  of  this  disease.  Of  these,  one  case  ended  fatally ;  another, 
occurring  in  the  person  of  my  own  child,  naturally  attracted  my 

*  From  the  AUg,  Earn,  Zeitung,  No.  9,  VoL  xli. 
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eaniest  attention  to  the  disease ;  the  subjects  of  the  third  and 
fourth  were  a  watch-maker  and  a  teacher.  Although,  in  general, 
the  nomenclature  of  the  disease  may  seem  a  matt^  of  little  im- 
portance when  the  description  is  given  true  to  nature,  yet  it  is 
necessary  for  the  more  easy  comprehension  of  the  subject  that 
we  should  use  the  nomenclature  corresponding  to  the  present 
state  of  science. 

According  to  Bokitansky,  the  following  are  the  abnormities 
of  the  peritonaeum  :  1st.  Excess  or  deficiency  of  development ; 
2nd.  Anomalies  in  the  size  and  shape  of  the  peritonsBal  sac ; 
drd.  Solutions  of  continuity ;  4tlL  Abnormities  of  the  tissue, 
a  hyperemia,  h  inflammation,  c  degenerations ;  5th.  Alterations 
in  the  contents  of  the  peritonseal  sac.  We  miss  in  this  enumera- 
tion the  physconia,  which  may  be  considered  as  a  spurious  hy- 
pertrophy. The  spurious  hypertrophies  are  generally  to  be 
recognized  at  the  first  glance,  by  an  alteration  of  the  general 
nutrition  of  the  organ.  The  most  marked  spurious  hypertro- 
phies frequently  affect  the  liver,  and  next  to  it  the  spleen  and 
also  the  kidneys,  and  represent  what  are  generally  comprehended 
under  the  terms  hypertrophy,  physconia,  infarctus,  &c.,  of  the 
two  first  organs.  They  appear  as  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
liver,  waxy  liver,  albuminous  and  fatty  infiltration  of  >the  same, 
and  of  the  spleen  and  kidneys.  They  reach  not  unfirequently 
a  great  height,  and  are  obviously  dependent  on  a  dyscrasic 
change  in  the  general  nutrition,  and  are  painful  or  the  reverse 
according  as  they  are  rapidly  or  slowly  developed. 

I  doubt  if,  idler  the  above  description,  those  cases  of  Dr. 
Gauwerky,  published  in  the  Allg.  Horn,  ZeUung,  under  the 
name  of  Physconia  peritoneealis,  can  properly  be  designated  as 
such,  but  I  feel  constrained  to  look  upon  them  as  of  the  nature 
typhilitis  and  perityphilitis.  I  may  be  excused  if  I  give  here  a 
short  sketch  of  typhilitis. 

Pathological  Anatomy ,  from  Rokitansky. 

''  Catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  coecal  mucous  membrane  is 
remarkable  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence,  and 
that  form  which  is  occasioned  by  habitual  constipation,  so  called 
typhilitis  stercoralis,  is  peculiarly   characteristic.      It  chiefly 
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originates  in  sedentary  habits,  indigestible  food,  and  rheuma- 
tism of  the  muscular  coat.  The  symptoms  are  those  of  oatarrhal 
inflammation  generally ;  it  runs  an  acute  course,  is  subject  to 
frequent  relapses,  and  degenerates  into  the  chronic  form.  Be* 
moval  of  the  accumulated  faeces  and  avoidance  of  fresh  accuma- 
tions  generally  suffice  to  establish  a  cure.  If  this  is  not  effected, 
ulcerative  destruction  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  continued 
sinuous  suppuration  of  the  muscular  coat  result.  In  this  maimer 
rapid  perforation  of  the  intestinal  parietes,  and  especially  of  the 
posterior  side,  may  follow,  either  inducing  extensive  inflanmia- 
tion,  ichorous  destruction  of  the  cellular  tissue  in  the  iliac  and 
lumbar  regions,  and  death ;  or  giving  rise  to  general  peritonitis, 
in  consequence  of  the  destructive  process  passing  from  the  right 
iUac  region  in  a  different  direction. 

**  In  the  chronic  form,  the  cellular  tissue  at  the  posterior 
surface  of  the  intestine  condenses,  and  the  adjoining  muscular 
coat  and  the  entire  coecum  shrivel  up ;  on  cessation  of  the 
ulcerative  process  the  ccecum  is  found  converted  into  a  slate- 
coloured  capsule,  with  dense  parietes  of  the  size  of  a  walnut  or 
a  pigeon's  egg ;  in  the  place  of  the  mucous  membrane  there  is  a 
sero-fibrous,  retiform  and  trabecular  tissue. 

''  In  reference  to  the  ccecum  we  observe,  that  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  loose,  stringy  cellular  tissue,  external  to  the  iliac 
fascia,  (perityphilitis)  is  of  considerable  importance.  It  is  occa- 
sionally idiopathic,  but  more  frequently  metastatic  ;  it  is  very 
dangerous,  both  on  account  of  the  facility  with  which  the  pus 
spreads,  and  on  account  of  the  perforation  of  the  ccecal  parietes 
which  may  ensue,  and  the  consequent  extravasation  of  intestinal 
contents  into  the  seat  of  inflammation.  The  vermiform  process 
is  sometimes  reduced  to  a  mere  cellular  sinus  of  the  ccecum  ;  it 
varies  in  size  from  that  of  an  insignificant  nodule  to  five  or  six 
inches. 

"  There  are  considerable  variations  in  the  position  of  the 
ccecum. 

"  Adhesions  of  its  free  extremity  may  become  a  matter  of 
importance  by  forming  rings  or  fissures,  in  which  the  intestine  is 
strangulated. 

''  Catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  vermiform  process  is  a  disease 
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of  commoD  oocarrence,  and  very  dangerous  on  account  of  its 
conseqaances.  It  mnoh  rsBombles  typhilitie  BtarcoraliB,  and  is 
inTariably  the  result  of  fteoal  matters  and  foreign  bodies,  espe- 
cially small  fruit  stones  baving  become  lodged  and  faardeaed 
in  it. 

"  The  affeoUoD  bas  a  torpid  cbaraoter,  may  exist  for  a  long 
period  as  blennorrbcea,  and  is  aocompaoied  by  thickening  of  the 
ooat  of  the  Termifonn  process. 

"After  frsqnent  ezaoerbatdoas  it  passes  into  oloeration,  vhioh 
may,  if  the  foreign  body  remains  loose,  attack  the  entire  pro- 
cess, or  if  the  former  beoomes  fixed,  affect  only  the  point  of 
attachment,  or  the  end  of  tha  Termiform  process.  In  the 
second  case,  the  constant  iiritation  at  one  spot,  or  the  aocuma- 
lation  of  uloeratiTe  secretion  and  the  consequent  distension, 
induce  a  r^id  development  nf  the  morbid  process. 

"  Under  iavorable  oircnnutanoeB,  especially  if  the  foreign  body 
is  discharged,  the  nloeration  terminates,  and  the  Termiform  pro- 
cess partially  or  entirely  shrivels  op  and  forme  a  lead  or  slate- 
oolonred  ligamentous  appendix. 

"In  the  opposite  case  the  uloeratioQ,  especially  when  gangrene 
is  superinduced  more  or  less  speedily,  brings  on  perforation  of 
the  Termiform  ptooess;  this  may  occur  at  'rerious  points,— 
sometimes  at  or  near  the  termination,  eometimee  at  the  circum- 
ference, in  snch  a  manner  as  to  cause  a  division  into  two  parts. 
This  perforation  and  the  consequent  discharge  of  the  purulent 
contents  into  the  peritouffial  cavity,  are  not  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  general  peritonitis,  inasmuch  as  the  previous  irritatioa 
bas  induced  adhesions  with  the  neighbouring  peritonsal  folds 
which  render  the  ultimate  perforatioa  innoouoos  for  a  lime,  aa 
far  as  regards  the  remainder  of  the  peritoneum.  In  the  inte- 
rior of  the  drcumeoribed  cavity  the  ulcerative  process  in  the 
meanwhile  continues,  the  adhesions  gradually  give  way,  and 
general  peritonitis  ensues." 

From  the  above  we  may  therefore  diatioguieh  the  following 
varieties  of  the  disease:  I.  Acute  inflammation  of  the  ccecum — 
tjfpiiiitu  acHia :  II.  Inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  sor- 
roanding  the  ccecum  — peri-typhilitU  :  III.  Inflammation 
oatued  by  the  acoomnlation  of  fieees  or  fbreign  matters — 
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iyphilitia  stercoralis :     IV.   Chronic  inflammation — typMliiis 
chronica. 

I.  Acute  Itiflammation  of  the  C cecum. 

Symptoms.  —  Ist.  Circumscribed  jvai;}  in  the  right  iliac 
region,  more  burning  than  shooting;  often  a  simple  aching, 
worse  on  pressure,  more  of  a  cutting  nature  and  similar  to  the 
pain  of  an  inflamed  sinew;  otherwise  continuous.  It  often 
spreads  in  the  course  of  the  ascending  and  transverse  colon 
when  the  latter  is  also  afiected;  it  is  aggravated  during  the 
alvine  evacuations,  and  frequently  accompanied  with  burning 
or  violent  pain  at  the  anus,  yet  not  so  violent  as  in  dysentery^ 
proctitis  and  colitis;  not  unfirequently  there  are  also  colicky 
pains. 

2nd.  Frequent  stools,  ten  to  twenty  in  the  course  of  one  or 
two  days,  whereby  the  pain  diminishes;  the  stools  are  fluid, 
mucous,  more  or  less  bloody ;  when  the  latter  the  pain  quickly 
gives  way ;  afterwards  the  mucus  becomes  more  tough  and 
white.  (It  is  also  remarked  that  constipation  alternates  with 
the  diarrhoea.) 

drd.  Gastric  symptoms  corresponding  to  the  disease  of  the 
large  intestines :  tongue  clean ;  great  thirst ;  dryness  of  the 
gullet  and  throat ;  the  latter  often  reddened.  Nausea  and  want 
of  appetite ;  heaviness  and  tension  of  the  whole  abdomen ; 
hardness  in  the  right  iliac  region;  after  copious  stools  this 
part  becomes  soft,  and  the  inflamed  coecum  can  be  felt. 

4th.  Pain  and  numbness  stretching  from  the  right  sacral 
region  into  the  right  thigh. 

6th.  Eetraction  of  the  testicles. 

6th.  Very  severe  fever;  frequent  (120)  pulse,  moderately 
hard  but  contracted ;  heat ;  skin  at  first  dry  then  sweating ; 
red  hepatic  urine;  prostration  of  strength;  restlessness;  want 
of  sleep. 

The  pure  acute  typhilitis  is  confined  to  the  mucous  coat, — 
hence  diarrhoeas,  mucous  and  bloody  discharges ;  when  the  pain 
is  aggravated  the  muscular  coat  is  also  afiected. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  is  from  seven  to  fourteen  days. 
The  terminations  are  :    Ist,  Recovery  by  means  of  critical  dis- 
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charges ;  such  as  stoola,  eveadog,  nhilisIi-yeUow  eedimetit  ia 
the  urine.  If  these  do  not  moke  tbeii  appearance  the  infiam- 
mation  passes  into  the  chronic  form  Trith  chronio  diarrhsa: 
Sod.  Suppuration,  which  ia  not  common :  (ulceration  attends 
the  chronic  forma :)  Srd.  Gangrene  does  not  happen  except  in 
the  typhilitis  ateicoralis,  hut  soAfining  of  the  mucous  coat  may 
take  place,  especially  in  children :  4th.  Death  may  take  place 
by  the  extension  of  the  Inflammation  over  the  small  intestines 
and  consequent  increase  of  the  fever,  prostration  of  strength, 
and  finally  suppuration,  softening  and  gangrene. 

Causes. — Ist.  The  use  of  very  soar  and  acrid  articles  of  diet, 
and  of  new  wine :  Zu.A.  Cold  and  the  suppression  of  the  outa- 
neoae  and  pulmonary  transpiration. 

Differential  diagnoiis.  —  ist.  From  inflammatioa  of  the 
colon.  In  typhilitis  the  pain  is  confined  to  the  right  cceoal 
region :  in  colitis  it  etretcbes  across  the  belly.  Colicky  pains 
attend  both,  but  in  typhilitis  they  begin  in  the  right  iliac  region, 
while  in  colitis  they  begin  in  the  middle  of  the  belly  and  spread 
in  all  directions.  In  typhilitis  the  burning  pain  at  the  anus  is 
not  so  violent  aa  in  colitis.  In  colitis  the  nnmbness  of  the 
right  thigh  and  the  retraction  of  the  testicle  are  wanting.  In 
the  same  way  typhihtis  may  be  distinguished  &oai  dysentery. 

2nd.  From  inflammation  of  the  ileum.  In  this  affection  there 
is  loaded  tongue  and  prominence  of  the  gastric  symptoms,  while 
in  typhilitis  bloody  stools  are  more  marked.  The  pain  in  ente- 
ritis is  in  the  region  of  the  navel,  in  typhilitis  it  is  in  the  right 
iliac  region;  it  is  increased  to  a  much  greater  degree  by  the 
taking  of  food  in  enteritis.  In  typhilitis  there  is  often  inflam- 
mation of  the  right  kidney,  and  thence  diminution  of  urine. 

drd.  From  nephritis.  The  seat  of  the  pain  io  the  sacral  and 
lumbar  region ;  bloody  urine.  In  typhilitis  pain  and  swelling 
in  the  iliac  region;  diarrhoea. 

II.  Infiammation  of  the  Cellular  Tissue  surrounding  the 
C(ecatn.-^Perityphilitis. 

The  disease  begins  suddenly  after  cold,  or  a  diarrbcea,  or 
swallowing  cold  drinks  when  the  body  is  warm. 

Symptoms. — 1st.  The  pain,  which  apparently  begins  either  in 
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the  middle  of  the  belly,  or  at  once  fixes  on  the  right  iliao  region, 
is  in  the  first  case  pinching  like  a  slight  colic ;  in  the  second^ 
yery  violent,  so  that  the  slightest  touch  is  insupportable.  The 
decubitus  is  at  first  drawn  up  on  the  left  side  and  then  on  the 
back.  The  pain  mostly  occupies  only  the  space  of  a  hand- 
breadth,  but  not  unfrequently  spreads  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen,  or  even  extends  to  the  spine, 
and  therefore  resembles  peritonitis,  or  psoitis,  or  nephritis; 
or  stretches  upwards  into  the  right  hypoohondrium,  or  down- 
wards to  the  hypogastrium,  and  at  the  same  time  the  abdomen 
is  tender  everywhere  on  pressure.  Nevertheless  the  pain  ia 
always  concentrated  in  the  right  iliao  region,  whenever  the 
inflammation  is  distinctly  developed,  or  suppuration  or  perfora- 
tion of  the  gut  have  taken  place.  The  pain  is  increased  by 
every  motion,  flatulence,  tension,  pressure,  and  deep  inspiration. 

/2nd.  Tension  and  hardness  in  the  right  iliac  region,  with 
swelling:  hence  the  resemblance  to  peritonitis;  yet  the  hard- 
ness in  perityphilitis  begins  in  the  right  iliao  region,  and 
spreads  from  there  hardly  over  the  linea  alba ;  while  in  perito- 
nitis it  extends  over  the  whole  anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen. 

drd.  Constipation,  or  also  at  first  slight  diarrhcBa  after  cold 
or  hurtful  ingesta.  The  constipation  is  exceedingly  obstinate^ 
owing  to  the  inflammation  of  the  neighbouring  muscular  coat 
of  the  ccBcum  and  the  pressure  of  the  swelling  on  the  adjoining 
parts  of  the  small  and  large  intestines. 

4th.  Numbness  and  pain  of  the  right  thigh,  only  much 
more  violent  than  in  typhilitis,  on  account  of  the  extension  of 
the  inflammation  over  the  iliacus  intemus  and  psoas  muscles  as 
&i  as  the  kidney ;  the  pain  in  the  sacrum  and  thigh  is  similar 
to  that  of  lumbago,  except  that  it  is  not  increased  by  turning 
the  thigh. 

5th.  The  gastric  disorders,  thickly  furred  tongue,  loss  of 
appetite,  thirst,  nausea.  Frequently  at  the  last,  violent  vomit- 
ing, with  colicky  painaand  inflammatory  ileus  supervene. 

6th.  Urinary  disorders.  Discharge  of  red  turbid  urine,  with 
pains  in  the  urethra  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  inflam- 
mation on  the  kidneys. 

7th.    Inflammatory  fever,   dry  skin,   no  shivering,   merely 
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ooldneea  and  wandering  pBins.  (Yet  there  is  mtioh  variety  on 
this  head.) 

The  duration  from  one  or  two  weeks  to  ft  year. (the  last  indeed 
very  seldom). 

The  terml  nations. — In  resolution  ander  the  osual  conditions. 
In  suppuration  widely  spread,  and  passing  on  to  perforation  of 
the  vermifbrm  process  or  the  body  of  the  cceonm.  In  this  case 
the  phenomena  are  violent  pains  and  continued  oonstipatiua, 
then  remiBBion  of  all  the  symptoms  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
ftt  last  sadden  af^ravation  of  them,  sinking  of  the  vital  powers, 
purolent  diarrhtna  and  speedy  death.  The  perforation  may 
h^pen  in  the  vermifbrm  process,  or  the  o<Boam,  or  both  the 
GCBonm  and  abdominal  wall,  forming  an  amu  vicariut,  at  the 
wall  of  the  abdomen  alone,  with  evaouatjon  of  the  pus  exter- 
nally ;  in  rare  oases  the  pna  peoetratea  into  the  cavity  of  the 
chest.  In  gangrene  only  as  a  sequel  of  typbilitis  stercoratis. 
In  death  in  oonseqaenoe  of  the  sappnntion.  The  dissectioD 
displays  a  large  abscess  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  oceciun 
and  between  the  individnal  muscles,  between  the  abdominal 
muBoles,  the  pelvic  and  lombar  muscles,  descent  of  the  pus,  and 
perforation  outwards  as  in  psoas  abscess.  Ulcerative  destruction 
of  the  cfficnm,  the  ileam,  and  the  colon ;  and  at  timea  also  of 
the  kidneys.  Causes :  those  most  predisposed  are  boys,  yoatba, 
and  young  men.  The  exciting  causes  are  cold  (?),  indigestible 
food  (?),bntbyiartfaemostfeeqnentiBmetasta8i0.  Differential 
diagnosis :  from  typbilitis  acuta  by  the  oontinned  constipation, 
the  hard  swelUng,  the  disturbed  secretion  of  orine,  the  pains 
spreading  to  the  sacrum  and  thigh.  From  the  other  abdominal 
affeottons  it  is  distinguished  by  tlie  some  signs  as  the  typhilitiB 
acuta. 

III.  TypMlitia  stereoraUs. 
Symptoms. — ^FiiBt  period :  alvine  evacuation  scanty,  feoes 
dry,  belly  distended,  fiatolence;  appetite  at  times  normal,  at 
others  increased,  and  at  others  again  diminisbed ;  feeling  of 
Mnees  and  tension  in  the  gradtially  more  and  more  distended 
abdomen.  Frequent  griping  above  the  navel.  Sweating  on 
the  least  exertion  and  doling  sleep.    Restlessness  and  sensitive- 


602  Dr.  Hofrichter  ott 

ness  to  cold.    Easily  fatigued  and  unable  for  continued  labour. 

An  earthy,  pale,  gastric  tint  of  the  skin,  especially  of  the  face. 

These  symptoms  come   on  gradually,  and  at  last  reach   the 

Period  of  the  fully  developed  Bymptoms, 

1st.  The  gastric  complexion :  pale  face,  a  yellowish  shade  in 
the  folds  at  the  nose  and  round  the  mouth;  the  eyes  surrounded 
with  a  bluish  green  circle ;  the  fulness  of  the  face  diminished, 
and  the  brilliancy  of  the  skin  gone,  a  shy  and  weary  wandering 
look  of  the  eyes;  the  patient  is  full  of  care,  sad  and  depressed ; 
the  hands  cold,  and  the  feet  sweat  copiously. 

2nd.  A  continued  restlessnees  will  not  allow  the  patient  to 
carry  out  any  business  with  perseverance  or  pleasure,  hinders 
his  falling  asleep,  and  disturbs  the  sleep  with  fearful  dreams ;  it 
is  worse  in  the  morning,  like  all  the  symptoms  of  this  disease. 
At  the  last  there  is  complete  loss  of  sleep. 

drd.  The  abdomen  is  distended  and  tense  and  hard,  especially 
in  the  right  iliac  region ;  in  children  the  belly  is,  as  is  said, 
hard  as  a  board.  The  swelling  in  the  right  iliac  region  can  be 
moved  more  sideways  than  upwards  or  downwards.  Grentle 
rubbing  in  this  region  at  first  disperses  the  whole  swelling,  bat 
not  after  the  disease  has  lasted  some  time.  Pressure  on  the 
swelling  is  at  times  painful,  but  generally  not.  In  the  left  iliao 
region  may  be  felt  the  descending  colon  filled  with  a  hardened 
mass. 

4th.  Dull  sound  on  percussion  in  the  right  iliac  regicm. 

6th.  The  evacuations  take  place  only  every  three  or  four 
days,  scanty,  and  quite  out  of  proportion  to  the  quantity  eaten. 
The  fbces  are  viscid,  very  brown,  at  times  pulpy,  and  at  others 
knotty  (Uke  goats'  dung).  The  appetite  is  normal,  only  occa- 
sionally disturbed ;  and  then  there  is  acidity,  eructations,  head- 
aches and  pappy  taste.  Turbid  and  suturated  urine.  Increased 
flow  of  saliva,  and  secretion  of  the  nasal  and  oral  mucus. 

6th.  Numbness  in  the  right  thigh  and  lumbar  region. 

These  symptoms,  which  often  last  a  long  time,  are  accom- 
panied by  itching  of  the  skin  and  eruptions  and  sweating  of  the 
feet.  The  disease  often  ends  in  a  gastric  fever,  during  which 
enormous  masses  of  feces  are  evacuated.  But  the  disease 
easily  relapses,  and  inflammation  is  the  consequence.    It  may 
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be  described  aa  the  Second  period :  the  flfttnlence  and  the 
tension  now  increase,  the  sleeplessnesB  and  the  other  Bymptoms 
contiane.   The  inflammation  affords  the  following  symptoma: — 

1st.  The  p^  is  oircumsoribed  in  ths  right  iliac  region,  so 
that  at  firat  it  may  be  covered  with  the  finger,  then  it  spreads 
and  takes  in  that  whole  region  as  far  as  the  oavel ;  it  is  bam- 
ing,  increased  on  pressure,  then  it  becomes  shooting,  yet  never 
very  violent,  increased  by  lying  on  either  side  or  standing ; 
lying  on  the  back  is  easiest.  If  the  disease  is  left  to  itself,  the 
pain  spreads  over  the  whole  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Not  unfre- 
queatly  there  is  a  cohcky  griping.  This  spreading  of  the  pain 
is  produced  by  inflammation  of  the  mnoona  membrane  of  the 
small  intestines.  The  superfioial  shooting  pain  which  oomea 
on  at  a  later  period  is  produced  by  the  peritoneum  taking  part 
in  the  ioflammBtion.  Finally,  the  ceUalar  tissue  surrounding 
the  ccecum  also  inflames  and  changes  the  pain  and  the  course 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  disease.  This  extension  of  the  inflam- 
madon  alters  the  prognosis  and  the  terminations  of  the  disease, 

2Dd.  As  the  inflammation  proceeds,  the  tension  and  stretch- 
ing of  tbe  right  iliac  region  increases.  This  region  beoomes 
uneven,  a  hard  swelling  is  distinctly  to  be  felt,  but  no  longer 
moveable ;  it  is  distended ;  the  natural  depression  at  the  ileum 
while  lying  on  the  back  disappears ;  so  ooifunn  tenaon  spreads 
from  the  right  iliac  region  over  the  whole  abdomen ;  by  carefijl 
percussion  a  tympanitic  sound  is  elicited.  When  there  has 
been  no  stool  for  seven  or  eight  days,  there  is  distension  and 
hardness  of  the  whole  abdomen,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
convolutions  of  the  ileum  can  be  felt  through  and  i^pear  move- 
able under  the  flngeis. 

3rd.  The  gastrio  symptoma :  want  of  appetite,  nausea,  eruc- 
tations increased  from  the  want  of  alvine  evacuations ;  tongue 
furred.  The  coating  of  the  tongae  now  becomes  thicker  as  the 
nausea  increases  to  vomiting  and  even  fieoal  vomiting.  There 
is  also  oppression  of  the  chest  and  difficulty  of  breathing. 
Continued  hiccup  comes  on,  and  only  remits  before  return  of 
the  natural  evacuation  of  the  bowels. 

4th.  The  evoouation  of  the  bowels  is  quite  wanting,  or  merely 
a  few  hard  lumps  covered  with  mucus  are  passed,  which  were 
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contained  in  the  bowel  for  some  time  before.    On  die  remisaioii 
of  the  inflammation,  fluid  stools  make  their  appearance. 

5th.  The  general  symptoms :  gastric  fever^  frequent  hard 
pulse^  thirst  for  cold  water,  increased  heat,  red  cheeks ;  restlesa- 
ness,  anxiety,  ill-humour;  red,  turbid  urine;  weakness  and 
weariness. 

6th.  Fainfiil  numbness  in  the  right  thigh  and  the  pelvis,  <m 
account  of  the  pressure  on  the  iliaous  intemus  mnsole.  The 
right  kidney  suffers  often  in  the  same  manner.  After  the  disease 
has  lasted  some  time,  ileus  is  the  consequence. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  is  firom  six  or  ten  to  twenty-eight 
days. 

The  terminations  are :  in  resolution,  if  in  the  first  stage,  by 
copious  diarrhoea,  which  continues  for  weeks ;  the  same  in  the 
second  stage,  brought  about  by  the  aid  of  art.    Yet  theie 
remain  for  long,  flatulence,  irregular  bowels,  thirst  and  disor* 
dered  digestion.    In  suppuration  of  the  cellular  tissue  sur- 
rounding the  coecum,  with  formation  of  an  abscess  and  evacuation 
of  the  pus  outwardly,  with  at  the  same  time  loose  stools.     If 
the  abscess  breaks  inwardly  into  the  intestine,  speedy  death  is 
the  consequence.     In  gangrsne:  in  this  case  there  is  viol^it 
pains,  continued  desire  to  stool,  vomiting,  spasmodic  pains  in 
the  belly,  which  is  distended,  hard,  and  painful   to   toneh, 
delirium^  sopor,  and  death.    On  dissectaon,  destaruction  of  the 
oo&Gum  is  found.    The  vicarious  anus  is  produced  either  bj 
suppuration,  gangrene  or  softening,  and  consequent  perforation 
of  the  o<BCum«     The  other  terminations  may  be  in  ent^tis, 
orohymenitis,  peritonitis,  ileus,  &c.,  and  finally  death. 

Withotrt  writing  a  voluminous  treatise  on  the  treatment  of 
the  above  diseases,  for  which  indeed  the  homoeopathio  literataro 
scarcely  affords  any  materials,  I  will  endeavour  to  describe  here 
several  cases,  unfortunately  chiefly  from  memory.  Slight  and 
apparently  unimportant  cases  attract  little  attention  at  first,  and 
seem  hardly  worth  the  trouble  of  writing  down ;  but  when  they 
reach  a  dangerous  height  and  character,  then  we  are  more 
occupied  with  the  difficulties  of  the  ^eatment  than  writing  oot" 
the  manifold  symptoms  in  a  clear  manner  from  day  to  day.    At 
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tny  rate  it  baa  often  happened  thna  with  me ;  in  bd  hospital  it 
would  no  doubt  be  otherwixe. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  on  infaat  bom  in  October  1887. 
It  woe  a  healthy,  well  nourished  infant,  bat  on  the  second  day 
of  its  U&  was  attacked  with  erysipelas  neonatorum.  Aconite 
and  Belladonna  apparently  relieved  the  illness,  but  in  oonse- 
qaeooe  of  the  anxiety  of  the  mother  she  oonld  not  suckle  it, 
and  a  nurse  had  to  be  got ;  but  the  fever  again  increaeed,  and 
the  bowels  did  not  act,  the  mine  became  dark  brown,  the 
ingeBta  were  vomited,  ice.,  and  the  in&nt  waated  away.  In  the 
course  of  a  week  or  two  a  swelling  was  detected  in  the  right 
iliac  region,  the  size  of  a  crown-piece ;  the  gastric  symptoms  in* 
creased,  and  the  tongue  and  walls  of  the  mouth  were  loaded 
with  a  deposit  hke  curdled  milk,  which  could  not  he  wiped 
away  (diphtheritia) ;  there  was  great  thirst,  vomiting  of  all 
ingesta  and  even  ffeoulent  vomiting,  and  oomplete  absence  of 
stools.  The  hard  spot  ^read  more  and  more  towards  the 
navel,  and  there  was  great  general  fever,  and  the  infent  whined 
pitifully  day  and  night.  Finally  oonvulaiona  came  on,  and  the 
infont  was  unable  to  take  any  nooriahment,  and  every  one  con- 
sidered death  a  desirable  release  from  its  sofferings.  The  chief 
medicine  given  was  Mercury,  and  during  the  night  of  the  fits 
Opium  was  also  given ;  warm  cataplasms  were  applied  to  tho 
belly.  Towards  morning  the  infant  seemed  easier,  and  seemed 
to  desire  fbod  and  took  milk,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  a 
yellow  stool  was  passed,  and  the  swelling  became  softer  and 
fluctuating,  and  ultimately  burst  into  places  discharging  a  con- 
«  siderable  quantity  of  pus,  and  at  last  feces.  An  artificial  anna 
was  thus  formed;  but  the  above  morbid  symptoms  gradually 
diminished,  the  natural  action  of  the  bowels  was  restored,  tho 
opening  gradually  diminished  in  size,  and  in  the  oonrse  of  two 
months  it  was  completely  cicatrized,  leaving  a  perceptible  de- 
pression in  the  tight  iliac  region. 

The  second  case  assumed  the  chronic  form,  and  occurred  in 
the  person  of  a  poor  sadler,  during  the  year  1830.  The  patient 
dragged  himself  with  muoh  difficulty  into  the  consulting  room, 
and  complained  of  a  painfbl  swelling  which  oonld  be  easily  felt 
in  the  right  iliac  region,  and  oaneed  him  to  walk  lame  and  bent 
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forwards,  as  it  hindered  him  from  straightening  the  thigh, 
though  not  from  rotating  it.  The  spot  at  the  same  time  was 
hard,  and  felt  hot  to  the  toaoh,  and  there  were  also  present 
constipation  of  the  bowels  and  the  well-known  gastric  disorders. 
I  have  frequently  treated  a  hot,  elastic,  red  swelling  of  the 
muscles,  for  example  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  found  that 
Bryonia  was  the  proper  remedy.  Without  having  recognized 
the  real  nature  of  the  disease  in  this  case,  I  ordered  the  patient 
to  bed,  and  prescribed  warm  poultices  to  the  abdomen  and 
Bryonia  internally.  In  a  short  time  the  patient  was  so  much 
relieved  that  he  came  again  to  the  consulting  room.  On  exami- 
nation of  the  spot,  the  swelling  was  found  to  be  smaller,  of 
normal  heat,  soft  and  not  troubling  him  in  walking ;  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  patient  was  better,  his  appetite  had  returned, 
and  the  bowels  acted  several  times  in  the  day  with  great  relief. 
Unluckily  he  now  undertook  some  work,  and  in  drawing  a 
carriage  out  of  the  coachhouse  he  felt  a  wrench  in  the  diseased 
spot,  and  thereupon  was  hardly  able  to  drag  himself  home. 
He  continued  the  medicine  as  above,  but  without  relief,  for 
several  days,  and  when  at  last  I  heard  of  it,  and  visited  him  in 
his  wretched  dwelling,  which  was  everywhere  unable  to  keep 
out  the  cold  wind,  the  swelling  had  burst  outward  and  inwards, 
the  edges  were  dirty  pale,  eaten  out,  and  flabby ;  and  a  dirty, 
fetid,  thin  sanies  oozed  out,  while  the  stools  were  diarrhceal, 
purulent  and  bloody.  The  pain,  which  was  at  first  burning, 
subsided,  and  the  patient  gradually  sunk,  with  cold  extremities, 
cold  sweats  and  coma.  With  the  comforts  and  attendance  of 
an  hospital  he  might  probably  have  recovered.  » 

In  December  of  the  same  year,  1839,  I  was  visited  by  an  old 
patient,  who  complained  of  a  burning,  shooting  pain  in  the 
right  iliac  region,  in  a  spot  as  he  thought  no  bigger  than  a  four- 
penny  piece,  so  that  he  could  cover  it  with  the  point  of  the 
finger ;  from  this  point  the  pain  radiated  in  all  directions.  As 
he  had  no  comfortable  home  I  gave  him  Aconite  1,  and  recom- 
mended him  if  he  was  not  better  next  morning  to  go  into  the 
hospital.  At  that  time  I  was  attending  the  pathological  lec- 
tures, and  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  see  the  body  of  this 
same  man  on  the  dissecting  table  on  the  6th  day.      The  physi- 
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oians  differed  in  opinion  respecting  the  diagnosis,  as  the  course 
had  been  so  rapid  and  the  abdomen  was  little  distended.  On 
relating  what  I  had  seen  of  the  patient,  Dr.  Bochdalck  diagnosed 
perforation  of  the  intestine,  and  the  dissection  confirmed  this 
opinion.  The  perforated  spot  at  the  commencement  of  the 
ascending  colon  was  so  small  that  it  only  admitted  a  probe.  In 
the  peritoneal  cavity  were  found  the  usual  appearances  following 
the  escape  of  the  intestinal  contents. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  a  tinsmith.  The  patient  was 
stout,  of  .short  stature,  and  much  given  to  beer  drinking ;  in 
fact  he  traced  his  disease  himself  to  a  draught  of  ice-cold  beer. 
He  had  a  swelling  larger  than  a  crown-piece  between  the  navel  and 
the  ant  inf.  spinous  process  of  the  ilium ;  it  was  painful  to 
pressure,  nearly  solid,  hot  and  red  and  hard,  and  hindered  his 
lying  in  any  position  except  on  the  back  with  the  right  thigh 
drawn  up.  There  was  also  present  inflammatory  fever ;  red  hoe, 
thirst,  want  of  appetite,  red  dry  tongue,  constipation,  and  red 
urine.  Aconite  and  Bryonia  gave  no  relief,  but  Merc.  2,  was 
more  successful,  with  at  the  same  time  cataplasms  and  frictions 
with  warm  oil.  The  swelling  spread  towards  the  periphery, 
reached  the  navel,  and  in  the  course  of  fourteen  days  softened, 
fluctuated  and  burst  at  the  navel,  and  pus  was  discharged. 
Along  with  the  flow  of  healthy  pus  which  continued  fourteen 
days,  all  the  other  symptoms  were  mitigated,  and  natural  soft 
stools  made  their  appearance,  and  finally  at  the  end  of  four  weeks 
the  patient  was  so  well  that  he  took  again  to  his  fiavourite  em- 
ployment, namely,  beer  drinking.  Was  this  perityphilitis  ?  I 
think  it  cannot  be  doubted. 

In  the  winter  of  1847, 1  was  called  to  a  shoemaker  who  had 
been  treated  for  some  time  for  a  supposed  hernia,  and  when 
better  one  Sunday  played  at  billiards.  This  brought  on  so  much 
pain  that  he  was  confined  to  bed  next  day.  I  found  a  swelUng 
the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  in  the  right  iliac  region,  painful  and 
pretty  bard  ;  hot ;  moveable  sidewards,  hindering  the  stretching 
out  of  the  right  thigh,  which  was  therefore  kept  in  a  bent  posi- 
tion. There  was  constipation,  dark  urine,  pale  countenance, 
want  of  appetite,  moderate  thirst  and  fever.  Mercury  in  the  2nd 
trituration  was  given  several  times  a  day,  and  warm  poultices 
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applied^  frictions  with  warm  oil  employed.  Under  the  use  of 
these  means  the  swelling  was  dispersed  and  the  patient  got  well 
in  fourteen  days,  contrary  to  my  ecq^ectations,  as  in  such  a. 
cachectic  subject  I  had  antioipatad  suppuration,  and  its  cooa^- 
quences. 

The  last  case  was  that  of  an  esteemed  teacher,  whose  illneaa 
gave  me  much  anxiety.  He  had  just  recovered  from  a  dangeroaa 
inflammation  of  the  eyes,  to  an  afiection  of  which  he  had  been 
subject  from  his  youth,  and  on  account  of  the  still  remaining 
irritability  and  photophobia  he  could  not  work.     It  was  said  to 
have  been  an  arthritic  inflammation  of  the  eyes.    After  he  had 
suffered  for  several  days  from  violent  pains  in  the  abdomen,  which 
always  came  on  towards  evening,  and  were  accompanied  with  a 
febrile  paroxysm,  the  pain  became  fixed  in  the  right  iUao  region, 
and  there  appeared  an  elongated  swelling  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg, 
which  was  excessively  tender  to  the  touch ;  at  first  appeared 
elastic,  but  in  the  course  of  the  disease  became  very  bard ;  the 
environs  were  hot ;   the  pains  extended  to  the  right  thigh,  into 
the  small  of  the  back  and  the  right  lumbar  region.     He  com- 
plained of  a  burning  and  tearing  pain ;  his  head  was  confused 
and  hot,  and  he  was  slightly  delirious  during  the  febrile  exacer- 
bations ;  the  lips  were  dry ;    the  tongue  was  whitish,  yellow 
coated ;   pasty  taste ;   want  of  appetite ;  thirst ;  continued  and 
obstinate  constipation,  in  spite  of  repeated  clysters.    I  need 
scarcely  remark  that  during  the  artbritio  ophthalmia  draatio 
purgatives  had  been  unsparingly  used.  (I  gave  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  repeated  use  of  the  clyster  was  superfluous ;  but  the 
friends  would  try  to  procure  a  stool,  as  they  felt  sure  it  must 
make  him  better,  and  would  not  comprehend  my  explanation 
that  the  stools  woold  follow  as  soon  as  the  disease  was  checked, 
and  not  till  then.)     The  urine  was  thick  and  fit>thy ;  the  palse 
was  112  and  upwards ;   the  body  was  hot,  but  at  the  same  time 
perspiring.    Aconite  and  Mercurius  2nd  trit.  were  given  during 
fourteen  days  ;  at  times  other  medicines  were  interposed  as  par« 
ticular  symptoms  were  troublesome  or  caused  anxiety,  but  I 
always  came  back  again  to  the  Mercurius  as  the  chief  remedy.  I& 
the  first  eight  days  the  swelling  reached  the  size  of  the  fist,  and 
appeared  to  embrace  the  ocscum  and  .ascending  colon ;  it  beoame 
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hard  and  immoTeable,  and  from  it  darted  burning,  tearing  pains 
in  all  direotioDS ;  at  the  same  time  there  appeared  inclination  to 
vomit  and  dry  retching,  and  ineffectaal  desire  to  stool,  and  even- 
ing paroxysms  of  fear,  with  great  restlessness.  These  symptoms 
diminished  in  the  second  week,  and  the  swelling  began  to  grow 
smaller  and  soon  permitted  a  thorough  examination,  which 
allowed  the  prognosis  of  a  speedy  resolution  and  recovery.  But 
in  spite  of  these  favourable  appearances,  without  my  knowledge, 
an  allopathic  colleague  was  called  in,  who  honourably  declared 
that  the  disease  was  checked  and  the  swelling  in  progress  of 
being  dispersed.  The  recovery  was  accompanied  by  diarrha?al 
stools,  at  first  mucous,  then  fieculent,  and  by  thick  mucous  sedi- 
ment in  the  urine. 

This  case  I  would  be  inclined  to  look  upon  as  one  of  metas- 
tatic deposit  in  the  cellular  tissue  surrounding  the  coBCum. 


THE  PERSECUTION  OF  THE  HOMOEOPATHISTS. 

Professor  Henderson's  Letter  to  the  Patrons  of  the 
TJNivERSiTy  OF  Edinburgh.  W.  P.  Kennedy,  Edinburgh ; 
D.  Br}'ce,  Glasgow ;  Hamilton,  Adams  &  Co.,  London. 

New  Test  Act  ;  by  An  Alttmnus.    James  Hogg,  Edinburgh. 

Letter  to  Professor  J.  Y.  Sibipson,  by  Wm.  Macleod,  M.D., 
F.B.C  P.E.     H.  Bailli6re,  London. 

The  Edinbcroh  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science. — 
The  Lancet. — ^The  Medical  Tibies. — ^The  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

''  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men  *•— and  the  homoeopathists 
of  Oreat  Britain  are  now  thought  worthy  of  a  little  persecution. 
We  believe  this  to  be  a  very  wholesome  discipline  for  those  who 
are  engaged  in  the  propagation  of  this  real  medical  reform.  The 
wonder  which  was  at  first  felt  and  expressed  was  succeeded  by 
contempt,  and  this  has  now  given  place  to  vimlenoe  and  perse- 
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cution.  We  have  no  doabt  whatever  that  this  will  redound  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Cause,  and  of  those  who  maintain  it.  The 
public  will  be  assured  that  there  must  be  something  in  that 
which  is  persecuted,  medical  men  will  become  inquirers,  and  the 
present  homoeopathisls  will  see  the  necessity  for  union. 

The  weekly  medical  press,  the  Lancet,  the  Medical  Times, 
and  the  Provifwial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  especially, 
have  commenced  fierce  war  with  homoeopathy  and  homoeopa- 
thists.  A  short  time  ago  it  suited  their  convenience  to  ignore 
this  mode  of  medical  practice,  or  to  declare  it  extinct.  But 
now  their  tune  is  changed  :  their  subscribers  are  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  our  progress,  and  they  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
acknowledge  the  existence  of  homoeopathy,  and  to  denounce  its 
successful  march. 

One  of  these  weekly  periodicals  has  threatened  with  public 
exposure  every  allopathic  practitioner  who  may  consult  with  a 
homoeopathist,  and  has  declared  that  every  such  consultation  is 
a  degrading  and  infamous  act. 

Three  out  of  fourteen  corporate  bodies,  that  confer  diplomas  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  have  authoritatively  pronounced  that  they 
will  not  receive  any  who  have  any  leaning  to  homoeopathy. 
The  Boyal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh  has  published  a 
hostile  manifesto. 

The  names  of  distinguished  non-professional  men,  who  favour 
homoeopathy,  have  been  unceremoniously  and  uncourteously 
published,  in  the  way  of  branding  them  for  weakness  and  foUy, 
and  with  a  view  to  prevent  others  from  making  trial  of  the 
"  medicine  of  experience." 

It  is  now  proposed  to  exclude  the  names  of  the  homoeopa- 
thists  from  the  Medical  Directory, 

The  hostile  medical  press  is  endeavouring  to  frighten  all  the 
diploma-conferring  Colleges  and  Universities  into  withholding 
their  diplomas  from  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  inquire  into 
homoeopathy,  and  is  further  urging  them  to  expunge  the  names 
of  homoeopathists  from  their  lists  of  Fellows  and  Members. 

The  habits  of  the  Inquisition  are  recommended  to  the  medical 
Authorities  who  preside  over  these  corporate  bodies. 

Fool,  knave,  impostor,  quack,  marauder,  and  renegade,  are 
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the  gentle  terms  applied  to  those  who  thought  it  their  duty  to 
inquire  into  the  doctrine  of  Hahnemann,  and  having  been  con- 
vinced, think  it  their  duty  to  practise  according  to  their  convic- 
tion. In  this  land  of  freedom,  liberty  of  conscience  in 
therapeutics  is  denounced  as  devilry ;  and  every  weapon,  except 
those  of  argument  and  reason,  is  called  into  requisition  for  the 
putting  down  of  the  wilful  homoeopathists,  who,  like  the  English 
at  Waterloo,  will  not  know  when  they  are  beaten. 

This,  then,  is  a  very  pretty  case  of  attempted  persecution ; 
peradventure  the  full  reality  will  follow  on  the  attempt ;  the 
remaining  medical  corporations  may  follow  the  example  of  the 
three  northern  Universities ;  and  those  who  continue  to  exercise 
their  conscience  in  this  matter  may  have  some  yet  unheard-of 
pains  and  penalties  provided  for  them  by  the  ing^iuity  and 
malice  of  their  enemies. 

But  we  live  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  in  Britain,  and  we 
have  an  unshaken  confidence  in  the  good  sense  of  our  country- 
men, and  in  their  love  of  fair  play.  History,  moreover,  teaches 
us  that  the  best  way  to  promote  a  reform  is  to  persecute  it.  We 
are  therefore  nothing  daunted  by  the  decrees  of  the  two  Scotch 
Universities,  nor  by  the  manifesto  of  the  Edinburgh  College  of 
Physicians,  nor  by  the  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association^  nor  by  the  weekly  assaults  of  the 
hostile  Press,  nor  by  the  quips  of  Punch,  nor  by  the  satire 
of  the  Times, 

These  powerful  engines  would  have  been  scarcely  brought 
into  play  against  a  nonentity ;  the  progress  of  our  Cause  must 
have  been  great,  to  excite  such  demonstrations  ;  that  system  of 
medicine  which  one  writer  has  declared  to  take  its  date  from  the 
time  of  the  Creation,  must  be  felt  to  be  in  danger,  or  such  giant 
forces  would  not  have  been  called  into  the  field.  But  why  should 
that  system,  traced  back  to  antediluvian  ages,  be  endangered  by 
homoeopathy,  if  this  be  but  a  passing  fai^ion  of  quackery  ?  As 
we  have  no  records  of  what  was  medicine  before  the  deluge,  we 
can  give  no  opinion  ;  and  as  the  oldest  medical  writings  we  pos- 
sess were  indited  nearly  2000  years  after  the  deluge,  we  have  no 
materials  for  forming  a  judgment  of  what  medicine  was  in  that 
interval.     We  leave  this  discussion  to  our  learned  opponents. 
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We  acknowledge  the  antiquity  of  allopathy,  but  we  do  not  see 
why,  because  of  its  antiquity,  it  should  not  give  place  to  a  new 
development  of  therapeutics. 

We  presume  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  unlawftil  to 
use  the  electric  telegraph  for  our  messages,  or  gas  for  our  streets;, 
or  the  railway  for  our  travelling,  or  steam-ships  for  our  voyages, 
or  Davy  s  safety-lamp  for  our  mines,  or  Liebig's  chemistry  for 
our  fields — ^because  these  things  are  much  younger  than  bomceo- 
pathy,  as  enunciated  by  Hahnemann — for  the  law  and  the  prin- 
ciples have  been  alway  in  Nature,  and  only  awaited  the  hour 
and  the  man,  to  be  made  known  to  mankind. 

The  homoeopathists  are  now  being  persecuted  for  conscience- 
sake.  This  is  a  high  privilege,  and  should  be  received  with  a 
becoming  spirit  of  thankfulness  and  patience,  and  hope,  and 
energy.  That  we  are  yet  few  in  this  country  is  true,  but  we  are 
in  sufficient  number  for  this  contest. 

"  The  fewer  men,  the  greater  share  of  honour — 
Let  him,  who  hath  no  stomach  to  this  fight, 
Depart  from  us :  hut  we  shall  be  remembered, 
We  few,  we  happy  few,  we  band  of  brothers—*' 

.  Ay !  there  *s  the  rub  :  we  lack  this  spirit  of  brotherhood,  this 
close  union — ^but  we  believe  our  adversaries  will  do  us  this 
great  good,  that  they  will  eflFect  this  union  for  us. 

In  the  year  1841  there  were  some  ten  practitioners  of  homceo- 
pathy  in  the  three  kingdoms;  in  the  year  1851,  there  are  about 
two  hundred  open  and  avowed  homoeopathists;  in  the  year 
1861,  we  may  confidently  predict  there  will  be  at  least  a  thou- 
sand— perhaps  double  that  number  :  but  Xh^few  who  now  light 
this  battle  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance,  and  their  pos- 
terity will  not  willingly  let  their  names  die. 

To  descend  from  generals  to  particulars.  Three  individuals 
are  at  present  undergoing  persecution,  because  they  are  homoeo- 
pathists :  an  illustrious  professor  in  an  illustrious  University,  a 
physician  whose  diploma  has  been  demanded  back,  and  a  merito- 
rious pupil  whose  diploma  has  been  wickedly  withheld ;  and 
singularly  enough,  these  three  martyrs,  or  witnesses  for  homoeo- 
pathy, are  representatives  of  the  three  kingdoms :  the  professor 
is  a  Scot,  the  physician  is  an  Irishman,  the  pupil  is  an  English- 
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man.  We  thus  have  a  martyr'trefoil  to  grace  the  perseoation 
of  the  homoBopathists.  With  respect  to  the  professor^  he  is  a 
giant — and  can  scatter  off  the  pitiful  and  puny  darts  of  his 
opponents  "like  dew-drops  from  a  Lion's  mane."  We  shall 
presently  enter  into  his  case. 

The  physician  travelled  from  Norwich  to  St.  Andrew's,  to 
obtain  his  diploma  of  medicine.  We  know  him  to  be  a  gentle- 
man in  every  sense  of  the  word,  he  is  what  the  Greeks  called 
x^kAox^/^Ci  what  we  should  call  a  Christian  gentleman — an 
emphatic  word.  He  is  acceptable  to  and  accepted  by  the  exa- 
miners; he  travels  back  to  Norwich  with  his  diploma.  He 
meets  in  that  old  city,  of  many  memories,  with  one  of  the 
Editors  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  "  I 
hear  you  have  been  to  St.  Andrew's,  and  got  a  diploma  there," 
said  the  Editor.  "  Yes,"  said  the  gentleman.  "  How  could 
you,  as  a  homoeopath,  answer  the  questions  on  therapeutics  ?  " 
asked  the  Editor.  "  I  answered  impersonally,"  said  Uie  gentle- 
man. "  I  felt  myself  at  full  liberty  to  do  so."  "  Oh  ! "  said 
the  Editor.  The  gentleman  is  forthwith  denounced  in  the 
Lancet,  and  in  the  Provincial  Medical  a$td  Surgical  Journal, 
and  the  Dey,  not  of  Algiers,  but  of  St.  Andrew's,  writes  to  ask  if 
he  is  a  homoeopathist,  and  if  he  is  one,  demands  back  his 
diploma — which  he  refuses  to  return.  Vast  is  the  virtuous 
horror  of  the  allopaths  at  this  want  of  candour  and  of  honesty, 
as  they  allege,  of  the  new-made  physician.  Far  be  it  from  us 
to  justify  even  by  a  million  of  examples  any  eviasion — or  the 
suppreasio  veri,  but  it  unfortunately  happens,  as  society  is  con- 
stituted, that  this  is  of  daily  occurrence  before  all  examining 
persons  or  boards. 

At  the  head  of  one  of  the  papers  were  words  to  this  effect : 
"  The  Examiners  expect  that  in  the  answers  to  the  practical 
questions,  every  candidate  will  specify  the  mode  of  treatment  he 
is  in  the  habit  of  adopting,  and  the  doses  of  medicines  he  pre- 
scribes." This  has  been  since  said  to  have  been  a  trap  purposely 
laid  for  any  stray  homoeopathist.  A  very  unworthy  trap,  if  it 
was  meant  to  be  such.  But  many  expectations  are  vain  :  much 
is  often  expected,  that  is  never  conceded.  We  believe  it  would 
have  been  better  and  wiser  for  our  colleague  to  have  answered 
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directly  in  his  own  person,  and  to  have  boldly  avowed  his 
homoeopathy.  But  he  had  travelled  far  for  his  diploma;  he 
thought  he  might  do  conscientiously  what  has  been  done  often 
and  is  done  often  by  candidates  for  Ordination  in  the  Established 
Church  of  England,  answer  impersonally  and  generally^  and 
consider  himself  for  the  nonce  a  respondent  to  an  irresponsible 
allopathic  board  of  Examiners.  His  offence  is  that  he  is  a 
homcBopathist ;  the  charge  against  him  is  that  he  obtained 
his  diploma  fraudulently. 

The  late  Sir  Everard  Home  had  a  crotchet  about  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  duodenum.  If  a  candidate  for  the  diploma  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons  was  examined  by  him,  and  he  humoured 
the  Examiners  crotchet  (if  he  knew  his  person),  he  had  an 
easy  time  of  it ;  if  he  did  not  humour  the  crotchet,  he  had  a 
very  rough  handUng,  and  ran  no  small  risk  of  being  plucked. 
The  present  President  of  that  College  could,  no  doubt,  confirm 
this  tradition  of  the  schools. 

Every  one  knows  that  there  are  unhappily  divisions  in  the 
Mother  Church  of  England,  that  there  are  different  parties,  that 
examining  Chaplains  have  their  crotchets  too,  and  that  the  can- 
didates square  their  answers  accordingly.  We  mention  these 
things  by  way  of  illustration.  The  physician  is  ostracised  by 
his  medical  brethren  really  because  he  is  a  homoeopathist,  but 
professedly  because  he  obtained  his  diploma  unfurly;  and 
secondly,  because  when  the  Senatus  demanded  the  return  of 
his  diploma,  as  having  been  obtained  *'  by  the  practice  of  a 
deception,"  he  declined  to  return,  and  still  retains  it.  We  know 
right  well  that  our  colleague  is  acquitted  in  his  own  conscience, 
and  every  man  must  judge  for  himself.  "  Once  a  doctor,  always 
a  doctor,"  the  University  of  St.  Andrew's  cannot  undoctor  him  ; 
the  capping  over,  the  hand  shaken,  the  congratulation  rendered, 
the  thing  is  irremediable.  But  what  are  we  to  think  of  an 
University  that  would  lay  such  a  trap,  if  it  was  meant  as  one  ? 
Why  is  not  the  Dean  of  Faculty  instructed  to  write  to  those  who 
propose  themselves  as  candidates,  and  tell  them  fairly  that  no 
homcBopathists  will  be  admitted  as  candidates  ?  We  trust  that 
the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's,  if  they  persist 
in  this  determination  to  exclude  homoeopathists,  will  nail  tlieir 
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ooloars  to  the  mast  We  fear  not  their  emnitj ;  but  we  remem- 
ber Bometbing  of  their  hiatoriea,  vhioh  makes  ue  Barprised  that 
they  have  not  learned  something  from  the  past.  It  Toald  give 
tie  aDfeigned  satisfaction  to  know  that  their  Medieal  Faoalties 
had  learned  to  be  tolerant  and  wise.  Meanwhile  Dr.  Hale, 
formerly  of  Norwich,  now  of  Hastings,  may  go  on  his  way 
rejoicing. 

Let  us  now  tonch  on  the  case  of  the  pupil,  who  passed  hia 
examinations  most  creditably  and  was  then  reiused  bis  diploma, 
because  he  would  not  refuse  to  inquire  into  homoeopathy.  We 
may  here  mention  a  significant  fact — one  of  the  Edinburgh 
graduates  of  this  year  is  now  engaged  in  the  study  of  homoeo- 
pathy, and  five  or  six  others  are  about  to  inquire  into  it,  with  a 
firm  determination  to  practise  it,  if  they  are  convinced  of  its 
truth.  Such  are  evermore  the  fruits  of  persecution.  The  Uni- 
versity loses  one  graduate,  homceopathy  retains  him,  end  wins 
six  or  seven  more  in  addition. 

The  poetaster  Milbum  (we  think  that  was  the  name)  was 
called  by  Johnson  the  fairest  of  critics,  because  in  criticising 
Dryden's  translation  of  Virgil  he  translated  some  passages  him- 
self, and  compared  them  with  tbe  poet's  version.  The  Medical 
Faculty  of  Edinburgh  must  acknowledge  we  interpret  their  con- 
duct fairly,  for  we  give  the  version  of  Mr.  Pope's  case  from  their 
own  organ,  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical 
Science.     August,  pp.  106-7. 

"  Mr.  Alfred  Croebie  Pope  having  appeared  before  the  second 
division  of  Eiaminere  of  the  Medical  Faculty  in  the  middle  of  June, 
underwent  the  usual  written  examination  on  the  practical  branches 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  was  ailerwardi  subjected  to  an  oral 
examination  on  the  same  subjects.  He  had  satisfied  several  of  the 
examiners  ;  but  his  surgical  knowledge  was  evidently  defective. 

"While  under  examination  in  midwifeiy,  he  was  aaked  what 
doses  of  Calomel,  Opium,  Tartar  emetic,  and  Aloin  he  would  give  in 
certain  diseases  (supposing  he  treated  the  cases  allopath  icsJly,  being 
of  course  understood).  In  reply  he  stated  correctly  the  doses  usually 
given  in  medical  practice,  and  when  asked  whether  these  were  the 
doses  which  he  himself  would  prescribe,  be  replied  that  they  were 
(supposing  his  treatment  to  be  allopathic).     He  then  underwent  an 
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examination  on  Materia  Muttea^  the  profeeaprs  x>f  that  bMioh  and  of 
clinical  snrgery  being  present     Hu  repUei  ¥ftr9  satis/aaiofy  enom^k. 
The  only  objection  of  any  momeni,  indeed*  being  thai  his  doses  of 
medicine  were  somewhat  laiigo.    The  Faculty  having  beea  fumiabed 
with  positive  information  that  Mr.  Pope  had  avowed  his  purpoee  to 
become  a  homoeopathic  practitioner  after  graduating,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  answering  the  charge. 
The  question  was  put  to  him  by  Dr.  Christison,  and  the  following 
are  the  very  words  of  the  conversation  that  ensued.      '  Well,   Mr. 
Pope,  /  am  satisfied  so  far  with  your  atistoers,  but  there  is  another 
point  on  which  I  wish  to  be  informed,  and  as  it  is  better  not  to  beat 
about  the  bush  I  shall  put  to  you  a  plain  question,  in  order  that  I 
may  get  a  downright  answer.     I  am  told  by  a  colleague  that  he  has 
been  informed  on  good  authority  that  it  is  your  intention  to  become 
a  homcBopathist  after  you  graduate  ;  a/ter  the  answers  you  have  thtB 
day  given  me  I  feel  bound  to  say  I  do  not  believe  it.      Am  I  right  ?  ' 
To  which  Mr.  Pope  replied :    '  I  am  not  now  a  homceopathist,  but 
after  graduation  I  mean  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  it.'     Professor 
Syme  then  remarked  :  *  Now,  Mr.  Pope,  suppose  this  inquiry  which 
you  meditate  were  to  confirm  yfSur  beUef  in  the  truth  of  homoeopathy, 
what  would  you  do  with  the  diploma  received  from  us,  would  you 
bum  it,  or  return  it  ? '     '  No,'  repKed  he,  '  I  would  keep  it*     '  For 
what  pmpose  ? '     *  To  shew  that  I  had  studied  regularly.'    '  Studied 
what  ?  delusions  ?  fallacies  !  nonsense  !  It  would  only  shew  you  had 
mis-spent  four  or  ^yQ  years  in  studying  what  could  not  possibly  be 
of  any  service,  according  to  your  own  views ;  and  I  am  sure  upon 
reflection  you  would  see  how  inconsistent  it  would  be  with  common 
honesty  or  conunon  sense  to  use  a  diploma,  afler  ceasing  to  entertain 
the  principles  which  were  professed  in  order  to  obtain  it.   But  recol- 
lect, Mr.  Pope,  I  offer  this  remark  to  you  as  a  friend,  not  as  a  pro- 
fessor.'     Mr.   Pope  then  withdrew,  and  in  what  remained  of  his 
examination  he  made  a  satisfactory  appearance,  except  in  medical 
jurisprudence,  in  which,  as  in  surgery,  he  was  defective.      The  case 
being  a  new  one,  it  was  referred  to  the  whole  Medical  Faculty  for 
decision.     Of  the  1 3  members,  1 1  were  present.     After  considering 
the  whole  circumstances,  the  Faculty  unanimously  resolved ;    *  'Hiat 
serious  doubts  are  entertained  as  to  Mr.  Pope's  principles  of  practice, 
and  that  on  this  account,  as  well  as   his  insufficiency  on  some  sub- 
jects of  examination,  he  shall  be  remitted  to  the  end  of  July,  by 
which  time  he  will  have  had  ample  opportunity  of  making  the  inquiry 
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into  the  truth  of  howuBopaihfj  which  he  Bays  he  emUemplateeJ  This 
resolutioiiy  which  admitted  of  his  gradnating  this  year,  in  the  event 
of  his  satisfying  the  Medical  Faculty,  was  communicated  to  him  in 
conyersation  by  the  Dean.  Bir.  Pope  withdrew  at  once  from  the  list 
of  candidates/' 

Such  is  the  apology  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Edinburgh  for 
their  iniquitouB  treatment  of  Mr.  Pope.  The  spirit  of  Ignatius 
Loyola,  without  his  earnest  faith  in  his  mission,  seems  to  have 
characterised  this  body  on  this  occasion.  It  is  avowed  that 
Mr.  Pope  was  remitted  to  give  him  time  to  stultify  his  conscience. 
His  alleged  deficiencies  in  surgery  and  medical  jurisprudence 
are  obviously  make-weights,  introduced  to  make  a  false  show  of 
justice.  The  young  man  passed  an  excellent  examination  on 
their  own  showing ;  it  will  be  obvious  to  all  dispassionate  per- 
sons that  his  diploma  was  withheld  on  account  of  his  declared 
intention  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  homoeopathy. 

The  idea  of  putting  down  homoeopathy  by  this  sort  of  "  Star- 
chambering  **  is  most  preposterous.  The  whole  proceeding  re- 
minds us  of  the  worst  days  of  the  unhappy  Stewarts. 

**  Ah  Jamie  Syme,  ah  Jamie  Syme, 
Think,  oh  think  upon  the  time, 
When  thou,  too,  wert  an  earnest  youth, 
In  quest  of  science  and  of  truth ; 
Ere  Bigotry's  polluting  fingers 
Had  smirched  the  mind,  where  haply  lingers 
The  happier  dream  of  Auld  Lang  Syne, 
When  thou  wert  SUvia's  Valentine." 

The  proceeding  of  the  Inquisitor  was  a  nice  specimen  of 
bribery  and  corruption.  *'  Young  man,"  might  the  exhortation 
be  translated,  "  you  have  devoted  four  or  five  years  to  the  study 
of  medicine.  You  shall  have  your  diploma,  if  you  renounce  and 
denounce  this  pestilent  heresy,  which  is  as  a  stink  in  our  nostrils, 
we  cannot  bear  this  homoeopathy.  We,  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
Edinburgh,  will  put  it  down.  Think,  sir,  upon  your  parents 
and  friends,  on  your  narrow  means,  on  having  your  proi^ects  in 
life  blighted  by  your  fully  in  pretending  to  have  a  conscience. 
We  do  very  well  without  any,  as  you  see ;  we  condemn  a  system 
we  have  never  inquired  into.  Why  should  you  be  more  squea- 
mish than  we  are  ?  Now,  be  a  good  fellow,  listen  to  good  advice, 
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put  your  oonsoienoe  in  your  pocket.  Gome  back  in  six  weeks, 
and  tell  us  you  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  homoeopathy,  and 
you  will  find  your  diploma  ready — and  all  will  go  well  with 
you."  But  Mr.  Pope  persisted  that  he  had  a  conscience,  and 
withdrew  at  once  from  the  list  of  candidates. 
We  next  touch  on  the  case  of  the  Professor. — 

*'  Nomina  si  uescis,  perit  et  cognitio  rerum" 


the  adhesion  of  Professor  Henderson  was  an  era  in  the  onward 
progress  of  homoeopathy.  He  was  the  first  professor  in  Great 
Britain  that  dared  to  investigate  the  claims  of  homoeopathy — 
the  first  to  acknowledge,  and  the  first  to  practise  it.  He  remains 
the  only  medical  professor  of  any  British  University  that  has 
had  the  simple  honesty  to  investigate  the  doctrine  before  he 
condemned  it.  This  is  of  itself  a  high  honour ;  and  when  we 
add  to  this,  that  he  is  a  man  of  first-rate  powers  of  mind  and  of 
admirable  attainments,  not  only  in  the  pathological  department, 
but  in  many  fields  of  human  knowledge — that  he  is  one  of 
those  who  look  to  the  Great  Unseen  Arbiter,  the  Demiur^os, 
as  set  forth  in  Bevelation — and  that  the  man  of  science  is  in 
him  reconciled  with  the  humble  but  trustful  believer  in  Chris- 
tianity— we  need  say  no  more  of  his  claims  for  respectful  con- 
sideration on  any  subject  into  which  he  has  carefully  inquired, 
and  on  which  he  has  pronounced  a  decided  opinion.  The 
professor  resigned  his  appointment  of  physician  to  the  Edin- 
burgh Infirmary.  We  think  he  did  wrong.  Like  the  old 
Boman,  he  should  have  gone  into  his  barrel  of  nails ;  but  we 
know  that  he  did  what  he  thought  was  befitting.  He  retains 
his  professorship.  The  antagonist  cUque  have  tried  to  cajole 
him,  and  latterly  to  bully  him  into  a  resignation  of  his  chair. 
The  idea  of  bullying  Henderson  is  very  much  like  the  folly  of 
an  unarmed  traveller  pulhng  a  Numidia  hon  by  the  beard. 
The  cajoling  was  passed  by — the  intimidation  has  been  quashed 
by  a  few  simple  words.  The  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
Edinburgh  has  not  been  allowed  to  disgrace  itself  by  causing 
the  withdrawal  of  one  of  its  distinguished  fellows.  The  medical 
faculty  must  still  be  honoured  by  having  his  name  associated 
therewith.     It  is  an  honour  they  unwillingly  bear — the  poor 
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men  cannot  help  themselveB.  It  is  in  Tain  that  their  devices 
have  been  wrought^  like  the  tiny  feet  Suckling  deBciibed,  -which 

**  Underneath  her  petticoat, 
Like  little  mice  peeped  in  and  oat " — 

they  have  in  vain  adopted  ^'resolutions."  The  professor  will 
not  resign — they  cannot  turn  him  oat:  the  town  council  laughs 
them  to  scorn ;  the  senatus  of  the  University  turns  a  deaf  ear 
to  them.  ''  Nemo  me  impune  lascessit  *' — "  Scratch  me,  and 
I  will  give  you  the  itch."  This  Scottish  motto  is  verified  in 
tliis  case.  The  College  of  Physicians  and  the  medical  faculty 
of  Edinburgh  have  got  themselves  into  a  mess. 

**  Not  poppy,  nor  mandragora, 
Nor  all  the  drowsy  syrups  of  the  world. 
Shall  ever  medicine  them  to  that  sweet  sleep  " 

which  they  enjoyed  before  they  meddled  with  homceopathy. 
The  itch  of  meddUng  remains — but  the  itch  only  stings  the 
persecutors.  In  that  ancient  city,  again  and  again,  age  after 
age,  the  voice  of  psalmody  has  been  heard;  there  the  hymns  of 
faith,  the  paeans  of  victory,  the  songs  of  deserved  loyalty,  the 
glorious  iambics  of  freedom,  have  evermore  resounded.  Not 
there  shall  the  wretched  bigotry  of  a  few  medical  magnates 
prevail.  It  was  there  Black  first  propounded  the  doctrine  of 
latent  caloric ;  it  was  there  Watt  first  imagined  the  practical 
application  of  that  doctrine  which  has  changed  the  character  of 
the  intercourse  of  nations.  Such  a  doctrine  is  homceopathy, 
latent  to  the  purblind  sense  of  the  teachers,  but  defended  and 
applied  to  practice  by  one  of  them — to  change  the  character  of 
therapeutics  all  over  the  world.  The  genius  of  Hahnemann 
has  set  in  motion  thousands  of  active  spirits;  wheels  within 
wheels,  they  run  up  and  down  the  surface  of  the  earth ;  endued 
with  vitality,  they  impart  it  to  others,  and  this  benign  discovery 
of  our  Founder  is  prevailing  and  must  prevail  to  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  globe.  Like  that  latent  caloric  to  -which  we  have 
alluded,  it  has  always  existed  in  nature—as  a  law.  It  is  now 
made  known,  and  can  never  be  driven  back  into  the  dreary 
caves  of  Oblivion. 

On  the  24th  of  June  last,  the  medical  faculty  of  Edinburgh, 
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ia  a  meeting  at  which  ten  out  of  thirteen  m^nhers  were  present, 
passed  the  two  following  resolutions  unanimously: 

1.  *'  That  the  public  profesaioQ  of  Homceopathy  by  the  I^rofeBSor 
of  General  Pathology,  ia  inconBiateat  with  the  efficient  discharge 
of  the  various  duties  which  belong  to  that  Chair,  and  ia  calcii- 
lated  to  injure  the  University  as  a  Medical  School. 

2.  **  That  the  Senatus  Academicus  be  requested  to  tranamit  a 
copy  of  this  Resolution  to  the  patrons  of  the  University, 
together  with  the  expression  of  a  hope,  on  the  part  of  the 
Medical  Faculty,  that  some  steps  may  be  taken  to  avert  the 
danger  thus  threatened  to  the  University/* 

The  morality  of  XhesQ  famous  Besolutions  is  on  a  par  with  the 
liberality.  It  is  the  public  profession,  the  open  avowal^  that  is 
found  fault  with.  As  Professor  Simpson  has  mesmeric  soirees, 
and  he  is  one  of  their  champions,  and  bis  holding  them  is  suffi- 
ciently notorious^  why  does  not  the  Medical  Faculty  pass  a 
similar  resolution  in  his  case  ?  As  Professor  Gregory  haa 
written  a  book  in  favour  of  Mesmerism,  has  given  illustrationa 
and  cases>  and  has  even  entertained  the  transcendentalism  of 
the  Mesmerists,  why  has  not  the  Medical  Faculty  passed  a 
similar  resolution  in  his  case  ?  Where  will  be  the  end  of  this 
folly?  This  egregious  Faculty  condemns  one  Professor  for 
avowing  his  conviction  of  the  truth  of  one  heretical  dogma»  and 
takes  no  notice  of  two  other  Professors  who  no  less  openly 
avow  their  conviction  of  the  truth  of  another  heretical  dogma. 

Again,  it  is  the  open  avowal  of  homoeopathy  that  causes  their 
dander  to  rise  against  Professor  Henderson.  Had  he  practised 
it  in  secret,  like  a  quack,  this  virtuous  Faculty  would  have 
been  well  content,  it  appears.  We  protest  that  we  cannot  find 
words  to  express  fitly  our  scorn  for  this  cabal,  our  contempt 
for  their  profligate  bigotry,  and  our  indignation  that  men  so 
placed  should  be  so  grossly,  so  coarsely  indifl^erent  to  the  true 
honour  of  their  profession,  and  to  the  well-being  of  their 
University.  "  Non  tali  auxilio  " — will  the  Troy  of  the  AUopa- 
thists  be  defended. 

Let  our  readers  consider  the  following  crushing  passage  firom 
Professor  Henderson's  letter.  It  appears  that  Professor  Synie 
has  consulted  with  Professor  Henderson.    Professor  Syme  was 
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one  of  the  Ten  !  Vtot'dBBOt  Simpson,  the  MesmeiiBt,  has  con* 
Baited  with  Professor  Hendfirson,  ProfeBBor  Simpson  was  one 
of  the  Ten.'  and  a  third  of  the  /amoiu  Ten  actually  asked  and 
reodved  the  attendance  of  Professor  Hendenon  on  fais  only 
child  dnring  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever!  What  oan  be  more 
immoral  than  the  condnct  uf  these  three  men  ? 

"  Why  the  Faculty  should  have  determined  on  the  extraordinary 
course  which  has  met  with  so  severe  a  check  from  their  colleagues,  I 
may  haiard  «  conjecture  in  the  sequel.  That  it  has  been  somewhat 
suddenly  conceived,  admits  of  indisputable  proof.  In  the  June  Number 
of  the  Journal  conducted  by  the  very  members  of  the  Faculty  with 
whom  this  persecution  originated,  they  exonerate  themselves  from 
the  charges  of  being  lukewarm  on  the  subject  of  Homceopathy,  and 
of  tolerating  a  colleague  who  professee  a  belief  in  that  system,  in  the 
following  words, — '  as  to  the  Frofessorehip  of  Qeneral  Pathology, 
the  Medical  Faculty  have  no  power  in  the  way  of  appointment  or 
dismissal ;  but  we  have  no  doubt  that  if  it  ever  came  to  their  know, 
ledge  that  Dr.  Henderson  was  making  his  lectures  tram  this  Chair 
the  vehicle  of  Homceopathic  doctrines,  they  would  petition  the 
patrons  for  his  removal.  The  testimony  of  students  who  have 
attended  this  course  assures  us  there  has  hitherto  been  no  ground 
for  any  such  complaint ;  and  to  long  at  thit  u  the  eaie,  we  do  not  tet 
kow  th»  Medical  Faculty  can  take  cognizance  of  the  prmdplei  upon 
v>hici  their  colleague  chootes  to  conduct  hie  private  practice.'  A 
month  did  not  elapse,  however,  before  they  altered  their  opinion,  and 
bncied  they  could  make  out  some  pretext  for  molesting  tbeir  colleague, 
on  account  of  those  very  principles  '  upon  which  he  chooses  to  conduct 
hifl  private  practice.'  And  what  makes  this  rapid  change  all  the 
more  remarkable  is,  that  it  is  ungularly  incansiBtent  with  their  coo- 
duct  during  the  previous  seven  years  that  their  colleague  has  been 
known  over  the  three  kingdoms  as  a  believer  in  homoeopathy.  Thus-, 
the  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  who  took  the  lead  in  this  proceed- 
ing of  the  Faculty,  was  the  mover,  in  the  College  of  Sui^eons  a 
abort  time  previously,  of  a  Resolution  which  bore,  that  meeting  in 
consultation  with  those  who  practise  Homceopathy  is  to  countenance 
the  system,  yet  he  himself  has  repeatedly  given  such  countensnce  to 
it  in  this  ci^.  Lest  he  may  have  forgotten  the  occasions,  I  may 
remind  him  of  two  that  fell  within  my  own  knowledge.  The  oue 
occurred  a  few  days  before  he  set  out  to  take  possesrion  of  his 
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London  appointment,  the  other  a  few  days  after  his  return  from  that 
enterprise.  The  Professor  of  Midwifery  has  still  more  frequently 
countenanced  it  in  the  same  way :  and  several  others  are  in  the  like 
predicament ;  while  one  professor,  who  was  present  at  the  meeting 
and  concurred  in  the  Rosolutions  of  the  Faculty,  requested  me  bj  a 
letter  under  his  own  hand  to  attend  his  only  child  during  an  attack 
of  scarlet  fever,  a  little  service  which  was  as  freely  rendered  as  it 
was  frankly  asked,  and  has  now  (shall  I  add?)  been  handsomely 
requited ! 

Three  virtuous  men  out  of  the  virtuous  ten ! 

We  have  unconsciously  expressed  the  satire  in  a  verse.  Let 
it  stand — "  facit  indignatio  versus."  Far  be  from  us  and  our 
friends  that  unworthy  bigotry  which  has  been  displayed  by  this 
Faculty ;  far  be  from  us  and  our  friends  that  short-sightedness 
which  has  caused  them  to  commit  so  many  blunders  at  the 
very  outset  of  their  foray  against  homoeopathy.  **  Quos  Deus 
vult  perdere,  prius  dementat" — they  are  obviously  *'  demented." 
''  £t  tu.  Brute ! "  as  the  stabbed  Caesar  said  to  his  assassin, 
might  Professor  Henderson  say  to  eacd  of  these  men ;  to  each 
of  them  he  might  say  in  the  Doric  of  Scotland, 

"  We  twa  hae  paidl't  i'  the  bum." 

Recreants  to  true  philosophy !  fialse  to  the  brotherhood  of  a 
profession  noble  in  its  aims,  and  ever  striving,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, after  progress !  The  scorned  of  the  Town  Council,  and 
the  snubbed  of  the  Senatus  Academicus — let  them  ruminate 
each  rebuflf.  We  can  only  aflFord  space  for  one  more  extract 
from  Professor  Henderson's  letter: 

"When  it  is  considered  that  the  number  of  ikdherents  which 
Homoeopathy  possesses  among  the  public  is  now  very  large,  and  diat 
among  its  supporters  are  not  merely  men  of  rank,  but  many  cthen 
favourably  known  by  their  attainments  and  good  sense,  and  some 
highly  distinguished  by  their  literary  or  philosophical  talents,  it  will 
be  admitted  that  our  medical  teachers  cannot  be  expected  to  vilify 
Homoeopathy,  or  to  close  their  doors  against  those  who  are  inclined 
to  practise  it,  without  exciting  either  hostility  or  contempt  amoa^ 
classes  whose  estimation  cannot  be  safely  disregarded.  If  the 
Medical  Faculty  would  act  wisely  and  fairly  in  reference  to  Homoeo- 
pathy, and  to  candidates  for  their  degree,  they  should  test  experi* 
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mentally  the  claims  of  the  system  they  repudiate  before  they  venture 
to  condemn  it.  It  will  not  do  to  sneer  ftt  it  as  a  mere  system  of 
infinitesimal  doses,  for  should  any  one  affirm  it  to  be  so,  I  am 
entitled  to  tell  him  that,  if  he  do  so  without  having  studied  the  sub- 
ject, he  epeaka  in  ignorance,  let  him  pronounce  hie  opinion  with 
what  pretentious  pomp  he  may ;  and  that  if  he  do  so  after  having 
studied  the  subject,  be  says  what  he  must  know  to  be  untme. 
While  we  maintain  that  no  CoUe^  or  Faculty  in  existence  is  in  a 
condition  to  decide  what  may  be  the  smallest  quantity  of  a  medicine 
that  is  capable  of  acting  on  the  sick,  and  that  doses  very  much 
smaller  than  our  Colleges  and  Faculties  have  any  conception  of 
actually  do  operate  as  remedies.  The  whole  question  of  doses  is  left 
open  to  the  discretion  and  experience  of  the  physician,  who  may  be 
as  strictly  a  Homccopathist  as  Hahnemann  himself,  though  he  should 
give  his  medicines  in  the  ordinary  form,  simply  if  he  select  them 
according  to  their  Homoeopathic  fitness.  This  alone  is  HomiBo. 
pathy,  and  it  has  been  studied,  or  the  stndy  of  it  recommended,  by 
men  quite  as  considerable  in  social  and  scientific  rank  as  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Faculty.  Our  late  townsman  Dr.  Andrew  Combe  was  a 
good  specimen  of  the  more  philosophic  physicians,  and  he  wrote  of 
Homiropathy  thus  : — '  I  am  not,  and  for  a  long  time  have  not  been, 
hostile  to  Homceopathy.  I  have  long  thought  Uiat  the  Homceopa- 
thisls  have  made  out  a  case  for  terioui  enquiry,  and  on  that  ground 
urged  our  medical  nephews  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunitlef 
presented  to  them  to  investigate  its  claims,  and  verify  them  in  prac* 
tical  observation.  If  T  were  to  continue  in  my  profession,  1  should 
consider  it  a  duty  to  teat  these  claims.'* 

"  Brera,  the  Professor  of  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Padua,  one  of  the  most  eminent  examples  of 
the  practical  physician,  wrote  of  Homoeopathy  in  these  terms : — 
*  Hom<Eopathy,  though  it  may  appear  Tain  to  some,  singtilar  to 
others,  and  extravagant  to  ft  great  number,  does  actutdly  reiga  in 
the  scientific  world  just  like  any  other  achocd ;  for  it  has  its  Chait^ 
its  Books,  its  Journals,  its  Hospitals,  its  CSiniques,  its  EVofeeeora 

who  teach,  and  its  Public  who  listen Such  being  the  case,  it 

can  no  longer  be  treated  with  contempt ;  it  merits  tiiat  calm  exami- 
nation, that  aeverify  of  judgmrait  which  have  been  applied  to  all 
systems  of  medicine  successively,"  t  &c.  &c. 

•  Gunk'*  iy<,  p.  466.       t  AVfuhJournalo/ffmiffaiNiUy,  April  1S48. 
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'*  The  late  Mr.  lisfeon,  Frofemoit  of  CUniGtl  80^^017  in  tTnitersiiy 
College,  London,  mm  the  finest  example  of  the  practionl  surgeon 
this  country  eyer  produced,  and  his  opinion  of  Hoauscpalh j  appenrtf 
in  the  following  extract  from  his  Lectures.     After  detaifing  the  par* 
ticulars  of  the  cure  of  cases  of  erysipelas,  which  he  had  treated  with 
Homoeopathic  remedies,  that    great    surgeon  thus  addressed   Ms 
pupils : — '  Of  course  we  cannot  pretend  to  say  positively  in  what 
way  this  effect  is  produced,  but  it  seems  almost  to  act  by  magic ; 
however,  so  long  as  we  benefit  our  patients  by  the  treatment  we  pursue, 
we  have  no  right  to  condemn  the  principles  upon  which  this  treatment 
is  recommended  and  pursued.     Tou  know  that  this  medicine  (BeUa- 
donna)  is  recommended  by  Homcrapathists  in  this  affection,  because  it 
produces  on  the  skin  a  fiery  eruption  or  efflorescence,  accompanied  by 
infiammatory  ferer.      Simiiio  nm$libu8  cwraniur^  say  they  ....   I 
believe  in  the  Homoeopathic  doctrines  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I 
cannot  as  yet,  from  inexperience  on  the  subject,  go  the  length  Ua 
advocates  would  wish,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  very  minute  doses  of 
some  of  their  medicines.     The  medicines  in  the  above  cases  were 
certainly  g^ven  in  much  smaller  doses  than  have  hitherto  ever  beeu 
prescribed.     The  beneficial  effects,  as  you  witnessed,  are  unques- 
tionable.    I  have,  however,  seen  similar  good  eff*ect8  of  the  Bella- - 
donna,  prepared  according  to  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia,  in  «' 
case  of  very  severe  erysipelas  of  the  head  and  face,  under  the  care  of 
my  friend  Dr.  Quin.     The  inflammatory  symptoms  and  local  signs 
disappeared  with  very  great  rapidity.     Without  adopting  the  theory" 
of  this  medical  sect,  you  ought  not  to  reject  its  doctrines  without  due* 
examination  and  inquiry.'  ♦ 

"  The  Faculty  may  decline  to  follow  the  advice  or  example  of 
these  distinguished  men,  but  it  is  far  from  being  likely  that  the 
students  in  our  schools  will  read  with  indifference  those  deliberate 
statements  from  men  who  stood  among  the  foremost  in  their  several 
departments,  or  that  they  shall  be  insensible  to  the  suggestions  of 
curiosity  when  aroused  by  such  weighty  testimony.  To  oppose 
penalties  and  regulations  to  the  beliefs  or  purposes  of  their  pupils 
will  soon  be  found  a  vain  expedient  for  cutting  off  the  supply  of 
qualified  and  licensed  practitioners  to  the  ranks  of  the  rising  system, 
and  we  hope  to  be  spared  the  annual  recurrence  of  scenes  whic^*' 
place  this  city,  that  was  wont  to  take  a  first  plac^  in  great  inteUec-  - 
tual  and  scientific  movements,  not  only  behind  other  seats  of  learning' ' 

•  Xancet,  1886. 
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in  frot  eoM^ri^  .^  Mtttfi^y  behin4  sack  deM  Qf  deqpotifim  as 
Vienna aod.S^vFjetfiffibvg.  ..la  lx>Ui  tfaeae  cities ^Tanngtciem^ 
whick  strngglM  iiLfPritaiii.  jfor  Ure  toleration,  vndts  Ifae  ban  of 
CoUegas  %«i:tiM[]ea^e|j|ig8  oC  paina  and  penaltiea»  is.  aaoelioDed  \sf 
the  atitluN%  and  proUotad  by  the  stzong  arm  of  the  State,  The 
Odium  JMiaum  4an  be  more  ^nraimical  than  the  employers  of 
Haynau,  aad  QOM}  inUileimnl. than  4ba  imperial  jailor  of  Siberia.'' 

The  modici^  .diatQrbfmces  ia  ''Modem  Athaaa  "  bavo  givoa 
rise  to  an  admirable  latter  by  an  Ahtmmus  of  that  University-nf 
Tke  New  TeH  Acti  It  is  obviously  written  by  a  man  addioted 
to  the  sifting  of  evidenoe,  the  weighing  of  analogies,  and  Utt 
dedootion.  of  plain  inferences  from  plain  matters  of  feot.  There 
is  no  cheeping  of  logio,  but  a  downright  hngging  of  the  eabjeot 
Marie  how  well  he  di^oste  of  the  question  whetiher  the  allopath? 
should  or  should  not  meet  in  oonsnltation  the  hotncsopathist. 

''  Few  words  will  be  required  to  show,! that  if  pofi  partj,.or  aect,  or. 
persuasion  of  the  Medical  ^fQf^im^  x(»olvje  tba^  tbisy  will  not  meet 
in  coDsultation  with  any  member  of  a  different  party,  or  sect,  or 
persuasion,  the  public  are  izyured;  jand,  as,  a,,  question  of  principle, 
it  cannot  be  decided  by  counting  the  iiespectiin^  j^mibers.    The  pro« 
scribed  minority  may  in  this. case  be  small;  but  let  us  once  admit 
the  principle  and  the  effepts  may  be  disastrous.     We  may  have  the 
whole  body  cut  up  into  sects ;  and  instead  of^  as  heretofore,  having 
free  choice  of  the  whole  Medical  Practitioners  in  Edinburgh,  in  case 
of  desiring   assistance   in  consultation  with  our  usual  medical  at-, 
tendant,  we  shall  have  to  consider  to  what  sect  he  belongs,  and  how 
many  members  of  it  there  are.     In  short  a  supplementary  list  will 
have  to  be  published  yearly  in  the  Almanack  uid  .DifiectQiy  for  our 
guidance,  showing  the  actual  state  of  parties*      S^ippos?  that  Dr« 
Henderson  is  my  ijamily  attendant.    £(9  ,1/1  cQosidiececi  an.ex,C|sl)ent 
Btethoscopi^ ;    he  examines  my  ch^,  v^'i^  ^.  ^?,.  ^]^i-  ^^-  ^^^ 
examinationa and  his  biowledgp  o^.th^^hu^iy  of  m^ 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  am  px  a  .c^u^iptjon,  an^  orders  me,  with 
dir^Uons  as  to  tjreatnuif^^aojcl.i^jy^^  Well,  it  is 

a  k>ng  way  and  a  seripui^  ,f;b|U[^^pf  l^e  ^aod  1  should  like  to  have . 
the  opinion  of  Dr.  Ali|son  €Kr,,Qr.  §ipips9Q  ^f?^  leaving  home.  I  ^ 
tell  Dtr.  Henderson  that  I  wish  jk  consultation  with  one  of  them  \ 
on  the  subject     *0h!'  he  replies,  /that  is  perfectly  impossible; 
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neither  of  them  can  meet  with  me  without  loss  of  character.  So 
the  College  of  PhyBicians  has  determined.'  '  Why  on  earth  cannot 
they  meet  with  you  ?  *  I  ask.  *  Are  you  not  a  Graduate,  and  one 
of  the  Medical  Professors,  of  the  University,  a  Memher  of  the 
College,  and  of  reputable  private  character  ? '  *  I  believe  I  am 
all  these,'  he  answers  me,  '  but  the  reason  is  that  I  am  a  Homoeo- 
pathist.'  'And  pray,  Dr.  H.,  what  may  that  long  terrible  word 
mean  ?  Is  it  the  Greek  for  a  liar,  or  a  quack,  or  for  what,  that  it 
operates  as  an  impassable  bar  to  the  benevolence  and  profeseional 
zeal  of  other  members  of  the  College  ? '  'Oh  no,'  he  answers, 
'  it  is  nothing  at  all  so  detestable.'  '  What  is  it,  then,  to  be  a  Ho- 
moBopathist  ? '  '  Well,  I  will  teU  you  shortly  what  it  means.  It 
imports  a  belief  in  the  prevalence  of  a  general  law  by  which  to  be 
guided  in  the  selection  of  remedies,  nrnUia  nmiiilms  cwnnhtr^  ex- 
pressed technically ;  or,  in  plain  English,  that  the  substance  which 
produces  in  the  healthy  a  resemblance  of  the  disease  will  cure  it  in 
the  sick.'  '  And  is  this  law  universally  repudiated  by  the  other 
Members  of  the  College?'  'By  no  means,'  he  tells  me.  'In  &ct, 
I  remember  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  rejection  (after  a  vote 
by  ballot)  of  Dr.  Black's  petition  for  admission  as  a  member,  the 
President  said,  that  the  Homceopathists  had  no  right  to  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  the  title,  for  that  on  occasions  they  all  practised  Ho- 
mcBopathically.  Indeed,  the  truth  is,  that  all  the  specifics  in  com- 
mon use  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  Homoeopathic  law.' 

"'I  ask  again — Is  that  all  that  is  implied  in  being  a  Homoeo- 
pathist?'  'Strictly  speaking,  all,'  he  answers.  'Every  physician 
practiBing  according  to  that  law  is  a  Homcoopathist ;  but  there  is  a 
farther  difference  in  practice  arising  out  of  this  law  :  that  we  always 
give  medicines  in  much  smaller  quantises  than  they  are  otherwise 
usually  given.*  '  Nothing  more  ?  '  '  Nothmg  more,  I  believe ; 
for  I  do  n't  suppose  that  the  practice  of  never  giving  but  one  medi- 
cine at  a  time,  and  of  always  testing  the  medicines  upon  healthy 
persons  before  giving  them  to  the  sick,  is  deemed  seriously  objec 
tionable,  however  little  practised,  by  the  other  Members  of  the 
College.'  'Then,  the  practical  result  to  me  is,  that,  because  yon 
differ  from  most  of  the  other  Membera  of  your  College  on  the  prin- 
ciple  of  selection,  and  on  the  right  quantities  of  medicine  (upon 
neither  of  which,  as  I  imderstand,  the  others  are  at  all  agreed 
among  themselves),  I  am  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  having  the  ad- 
vice of  any  of  them } '     '  Precisely  so,'  he  answers." 
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SomethiDg  similar  to  vhat  is  said  of  Abeicrombie  \a  the 
following  extract  is  said  also  of  Sir  Philip  Grampton,  the  re- 
nonned  surgeoD  of  Dublin'  He  is  reported  to  have  said  that 
if  be  was  youDger  be  would  study  Homoeopathy,  and  being  cob- 
vinced  of  its  truth,  would  practise  it. 

"  It  seems  unnecessary  for  my  present  purpose  to  enquire  bow  many 
oilier  disclides  from  among  the  Graduites  of  tbe  Edinbm^h  Univer* 
Bity  tbe  new  doctrine  can  justly  boast  of.  I  am  told  they  are  not  a 
few.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  worth  mentioning  what  is  told  of  Aber- 
crombie ;  that,  some  one  having  mentioned  to  him  that  Dr.  Hen. 
derson  was  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  HomiEOpathy,  be  eaid 
something  to  this  effect — *  I  am  glad  of  it ;  now  we  shall  see  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  it ; '  and  of  Davidson,  that  he  said  to  a  Mend, 
that,  had  be  been  a  younger  man,  he  should  have  thought  it  his 
duty  to  study  the  system.  We  have  few,  if  any,  retnaining  who 
deserve  to  be  named  with  such  men  as  tbese.'  It  appears  also,  from 
a  published  letter  of  Liston's,  that,  before  his  death,  be  had  become 
convinced  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Homcnopathic  remedies." 

Mark  again  this  ezpressioD  of  eameet  faith  in  one  who  is 
evidently  one  of  Carlyle's  men — a  man  af^r  his  own  heart,  who 
has  faith  in  something. 

"  I  have  always  observed,  that  the  fires  of  persecution  bum  brightest 
when  men's  faith  is  decaying.  It  is  not  he  who  feels  deeply  the  uni- 
versal supremacy  of  truth,  who  will  lightly  cry  out,  *  Heretic !  to  the 
stake !'  Batfaer  it  is  he  who  feels  that  he  leans  on  the  people  and 
thin^  touud  about  him,  and  fears  that,  if  these  were  shaken,  his 
own  beliefs  would  be  left  without  support.  And  it  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  the  energetic  faith  of  the  young  school  in  medicine  stands 
remarkably  contrasted  wilb  the  powerless  scepticism  of  tbe  old.  I 
say  not  that  it  will  prove  itself  to  be  altogether  well  founded — very 
probably  not;  hut  I  say  emphatically,  that,  well-founded  or  not, 
there  are  those  who  believe  in  it,  and,  so  help  me  God,  I  wiU  do 
what  I  can  to  ensure  them  free  scope  for  their  convictions." 

Let  the  ten  of  the  Medical  Faculty  listen  and  apply  to  their 
conscience  this  exbortcUion ; 

"Finally,  I  adjure  our  medical  friends,  as  they  regard  the  dignity 
of  their  profession,  as  they  desire  tbe  advance  of  science,  as  they 
value  uncerity  and  ingenuousness,  as  they  confess  sllegiance  to  tbe 
2  S  2 
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laws  of  nature,  which  will  receive  no  dictation  firom  man ;  above  all, 
as  they  would  not  be  found  doing  injustice  and  cruelly  oppressing 
the  innocent;  in  short,  as  they  feel  the  claims  of  highest  Duty,  I 
adjure  them  to  pause  ere  it  be  too  late,  and  willingly  to  retrace 
their  steps,  lest  ignominiously  they  may  afterwards  be  compelled  to 
retreat  from  their  present  false  and  discreditable  position." 

We  earnestly  recommend  this  admirable  paper  to  the  diligent 
perusal  of  all  friends  to  Homoeopathy,  of  all  men  of  science,  of 
all  those  who  hold  truth  in  reverential  regard.  To  qaote  all 
the  striking  passages  would,  in  effect,  be  to  reprint  the  whole 
letter  of  Alumnus, 

We  have,  heretofore,  dealt  with  the  Ufiiversities  of  St  An- 
drews and  Edinburgh,  we  have  something  to  say  to  the  Bojal 
College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh.  This  very  illastrioos 
body  may  have  good  old  Claret  in  their  crypts — ^we  know  no- 
thing of  their  more  generous  hours — may  have  some  brains  in 
their  noddles ;  they  may  be  distinguished  philanthropists,  exod- 
lent  citizens,  very  worthy  persons  in  their  domostio  and  social 
relations ;  but  the  world  evidently  stands  still  with  them.  They 
have  evidently  been  asleep  for  fifty  years  and  more :  they  fell 
asleep  when  Napoleon  began  his  Italian  Campaign  in  1796. 
Their  sympathies  are  with  old  Wurmser.  Nothing  has  been 
changed  for  tliem  since  then.  They  know  nothing  of  Hahne- 
mann !  they  are  ignorant  of  the  character  of  Homoeopathy; 
they  like  very  well,  for  that  is  a  pleasant  thing  even  in  their 
dreams,  to  get  an  hundred  pounds  from  each  successive  new 
Fellow,  but  they  do  not  like  to  have  their  slumbers  disturbed. 
Who  is  this  Hannibal  thundering  at  their  gates  ?  Ho! 
watcher,  what  of  the  night  ?  The  night  is  far  spent — the  dawn 
of  liberty  in  therapeutics  has  passed  into  the  daylight  of  bomceo- 
pathy.  They  slumber  still !  Oh  heavy  Boeotians  !  this  » 
no  time  for  slumber  nor  sleep.  We  will  let  one  of  their  Fellowi, 
Dr.  Macleod,  whisper  in  their  obtuse  ears.  Let  them  shake  off 
their  drowsiness  and  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  reprover. 

'*  No  man,  no  Society  at  least,  seems  to  me  entitled  to  inteHcR 
authoritatively  with  the  honest  efforts  of  others  to  attain  some  object 
of  public  importance,  unless  it  can  be  shewn  either  that  the  suse 
end  has  already  been  attained,  or  that,  through  some  better  proeeSi 
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success  is  at  hand.  It  ought  to  be  held  as  a  canon,  that  until  Science 
has  reached  its  ultimate  Laws,  it  is  essentially  free;  so  long  as  the 
knowledge  of  these  Laws  is  in  the  distance,  no  hand  of  authority 
ought  to  be  laid  on  the  Inquirer  who  is  struggling  to  attain  it.  Now, 
of  that  Empirical  System,  which'  in  this  country  we  find  pitted 
against  our  rational  therapeutics,  I  mean  to  say  little  more.  I  have 
already  shewn  its  extraordinary  looseness  as  an  empirical  scheme ;  and 
I  have  asserted  that  it  is  losing  ground  yearly ;  I  have  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact,  that  the  use  made  of  it  in  practice  is  so  various,  that, 
apart  from  the  books  in  which  its  formulae  are  written,  no  one  can 
say  with  certainty  what  it  is.  Let  me  narrate  merely  one  or  two 
circumstances  that  came  under  my  cognisance  years  ago,  as  illustra- 
tions ;  and  then  I  shall  ask  again,  what  is  really  the  value  of  the 
system,  in  virtual  defence  of  which  our  College  has  felt  it  necessary 
to  put  on  at  present  so  hot  an  antagonism,  and  to  send  forth  these 
denunciations.  Formerly — I  do  not  know  if  it  is  so  now — there 
were  several  fever  wards  in  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary,  of  which 
three  Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  had  the  charge. 
One  physician  had  the  top  ward,  another  the  middle  ward,  and  a 
third  the  low  ward.  It  happened,  that  on  the  same  day,  three  young 
persons  of  nearly  the  same  age,  ill  of  tjrphus  fever,  were  admitted 
into  the  hospital.  The  disease  was  of  equal  severity  in  each,  and 
the  stage  of  complaint  the  same  in  all.  What  was  the  treatment, 
think  you,  pursued  in  those  three  cases,  by  the  three  Fellows  of  the 
College  ?  Of  course  it  should  have  been  the  same,  at  least  if  the 
system  be  correct ;  for  the  physicians  in  question  would  choose  the 
best.  But,  Sir,  it  was  not  the  same.  He  in  the  top  ward  bled  his 
patient  with  lancet  and  with  leeches.  He  in  the  middle  ward 
physicked  his  patient  with  drastic  purgatives ;  and  if  he  saw  a  large, 
comfortable  effect,  he  gave  praise,  and  was  content.  He  in  the  low 
ward,  again,  gave  whiskey,  wine,  and  opiates.  What  was  the  result 
of  such  deplorable  freaks  ?  I  refer  you  to  the  statistic-book ;  I  have 
no  doubt  you  will  find  it  there ! — In  the  University  formerly,  two 
Professors  used  to  lecture,  on  alternate  days,  on  clinical  medicine. 
It  happened  once  that  each  had  at  the  same  time  under  his  care  an 
acute  case  of  pericarditis.  The  Professor,  who  lectured  upon  his 
case  on  Monday  night,  said,  in  substance,  as  follows : — *  Gentiemen, 
— As  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  it  has  been  the  practice  to 
give  large  doses  of  mercury  so  as  to  bring  the  constitution  under  its 
action ;  and  to  effect  this  as  rapidly  as  possible,  small  quantities  of 
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opium  are  usually  comlmied  with  it     This  practice,  I,  however, 
believe  to  be  erroneous ;  for  I  have  observed  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease unchecked,  even  during  profuse  salivation.     The  most  efficient 
remedy — in  fact  our  sheet-anchor — in  this  disease  is  Tartar  JSmeiic. 
You  will  have  noticed  the  large  doses  I  have  given  of  this  remedy, 
and  yet  the  patient  seems  not  to  suffer  from  it.    In  fact,  the  constitu- 
tion in  this  disease,  as  in  some  others,  has  a  remarkable  tolerance  for 
Tartar  Emetic'     When  the  lecture  was  finished,  I  left  the  hall, 
fancying  I  had  learned  some  great  truth,  and  knew  better  than  an 
hour  before  how  to  save  life.     On  Wednesday  evening,  during  the 
tame  week,  in  the  same  hall,  and  to  the  same  students,  the -other 
Professor  lectured.     The  lecture  was  devoted  to  the  acute  case  of 
pericarditis  under  his  care  in  the  hospital.    After  describing  the  case, 
and  giving  a  sketch  of  the  character  and  progress  of  disease,  he  spoke, 
in  substance,  as  follows : — *  Gentlemen, — It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that 
there  should  be  any  difference  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  treatment  to  be 
pursued  in  a  disease  such  as  this.   I  believe  it  is  the  Italian  and  French 
schools  which  advocate  so  very  strongly  the  employment  of  Tartar 
Emetic ;  but  I  would  strongly  urge  you  to  put  no  confidence  in  this 
remedy ;  for  if  you  do  so,  you  will  lean  on  a  broken  reed.  Our  sheet" 
anchor  in  this  disease  is  Mercury;  under  the  action  of  which  you  must 
bring  the  patient  as  soon  and  as  fireely  as  you  possibly  can— even  bleed- 
ing is  of  Httle  importance  in  comparison  with  the  use  of  mercury.  The 
two  combined,  •'.  e.,  mercury  and  blood-letUng,  is  of  course  best,  bat 
at  all  events  use  mercury,  and  never  trust  to  tartar  emetic'     What 
effect  was  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  students  by  such  opposite 
teachings  I  cannot  say.     I  can,  however,  speak  for  ofM.^-He  walked 
down  into  the  noble  quadrangle  in  bitterness,  and  gave  involuntary 
utterance  to  the  words,  '  No  wonder  that  Sir  James  Macintosh  for- 
sook the  study  of  medicine.' " 

The  University  of  Aberdeen  is  the  third  diploma-conferring 
Corporation  that  has  taken  the  field  against  Homoeopathy. 
Three  out  of  the  four  Scottish  Universities  have  now  pro- 
nounced :  we  wait  to  see  if  Glasgow  will  follow  the  example.* 

In  the  Lancet  of  the  30th  August,  we  have  the  following 
letter  from  Dr.  Fyfe. — 

*  As  these  sheets  are  passing  through  the  press,  we  learn  firom  the  Lcmcet 
that  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Glasgow  is  about  to  follow  the  example  of 
Edinburgh,  St.  Andrew's  and  Aberdeen,  and  issue  an  anathema  against 
Homoeopathy — Prosit ! 
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"  To  At  Editor  of  the  Zanett. 
"  Sir, — Having  seen  the  letters  published  in  the  Lancet  of  Saturday 
last,  regarding  the  graduation  of  John  Say  Clarice,  at  the  UniTerrity 
of  Aberdeen,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  at  the  time  of  hie  ezominatioD 
not  the  Blightest  suspicion  was  entertained  of  hie  being  a  homceopa' 
thic  practitioner,  otherwise  the  degree  would  not  have  been  conferred 

"  I  am.  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

"ANDREW  FYFE, 


Jr  irf  Medwune, 

"  Unirerrity  and  King's  College,  Abaideen." 

Can  these  dry  bones  live  ?  can  these  skeletons  be  clothed 
with  flesh  ?  Can  such  UniverBities  as  these,  that  set  themeelves 
doggedly  against  freedom  in  therapentios,  survive  ?  It  ia  re- 
markable that  an  individual  took  on  himself  to  lepresent  tfag 
Medical  Faculty  and  the  Senaius  Academicua  of  8l  Andrews, 
and  another  individual  has  taken  on  himself  to  represent  Aber- 
deen. Why  do  not  these  bodies  come  to  the  legal  arbilremenf, 
and  issue  proceedings  against  Drs.  Hale  and  Clarke,  to  compel 
them  to  return  to  their  diplomas  ?  Why  do  they  not  try  the 
question  whether  or  no  they  have  the  power  of  undoetormjf 
their  graduates.  Queen  Bess,  the  most  arbitrary  of  the  Tndors, 
threatened  to  tinfrock  one  of  hei  bishops,  bat  was  wise  enough 
not  to  try  the  experiment. 

«  •  *  « 

In  this  conjuncture,  what  is  the  dnty  of  bomteopatbisis  ? 
Union  is  clearly  the  first  thing  needed.  This  is  so  obviooB,  that 
wo  need  not  dilate  on  its  necessity.  Large  funds  should  be  col- 
lected by  the  well-wishers  to  hommopathy  for  the  defence  of 
homceopathic  practitioners  and  students,  who  may  be  anhject  to 
persecution.  Our  readers  are  aware  that  an  association  has  been 
founded  for  this  purpose.  Let  all  who  fitvoar  our  cause,  graoe 
it  with  their  names,  and  aid  it  with  their  means. 

The  cordial  support  of  the  three  existing  homceopathio  hospi- 
tals, two  in  London  and  one  in  Manchester,  is  another  necessary 
measure.  Other  hospitals  should  be  established.  No  time 
should  be  lost  in  establishing  a  hospital  aad  school  in  Edinburgh. 
It  is  there  that  the  first  great  conspiracy  against  bomtBopathy 
has  been  hatched ;  it  is  there  that  conspiracy  should  be  branded 
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with  infamy ;  it  is  there  that  the  liomcDopatMc  pubUo  sfaonld 
oome  to  the  rescue,  and  stand  by  the  persecnted. 

We  desire  heartily  to  see  the  two  London  hospitals  united : 
there  might  be  then  in  the  English  metropolis  two  hundred 
beds  instead  of  two,  each  with  fifty.  For  double  the  number  of 
subscribers  would  be  found  for  one  united  hospital,  than  those 
that  now  subscribe  to  the  two.  Very  many  persons  think  that 
there  are  two  different  schools,  and  do  not  know  which  to  prefer : 
many  dislike  the  unnecessary  divisions  among  the  medical  men, 
and  so  keep  aloof  from  both  these  institutions ;  and  many  make 
these  alleged  divisions  the  pretext  for  not  supporting  either 
hospital. 

We  recommend  a  cordial  support  of  the  homceopathic  litera- 
ture, and  of  the  homoeopathic  periodical  press.  There  is  abun- 
dant scope  for  the  scientific  exposition,  and  for  the  popular 
teaching  of  our  doctrine  and  practice. 

We  recommend  that  measures  be  taken  to  ascertain  the 
intentions  of  those  medical  Universities,  Colleges  and  Halls, 
which  have  not  yet  pronounced  against  homoBopatby. 

It  is  clear  that  the  allopathio  medical  press^  ei^eoially  &e 
periodicals,  of  which  the  Lancet  is  facile  princeps  for  virulent 
invective,  and  unreasoning  abuse,  is  attempting  to  bully  the 
medical  corporate  bodies,  and  to  frighten  them  into  joining  the 
conspiracy  of  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  and  St.  Andrews. 

Let  us  stay  by  the  medical  institutions  if  they  will  let  us : 
but  if  they  mean  to  persecute  us,  to  proscribe  us,  we  must  stand 
to  our  arms ;  we  must  use  the  means  provided  for  us  by  the 
laws  of  our  country ;  we  must  obtain  a  charter  for  ourselves. 
Absit  invidia  verba, f  This  extreme  measure  would  only  be 
resorted  to  in  self-defence. 

But  we  must  be  united :  we  must  act  together. 

We  find  that  while  other  therapeutic  dogmas  that  are  sup- 
posed to  be  antagonistic  to  allopathy,  are  at  present  neglected 
by  our  opponents,  they  advance  ynth  open  mouths  on  homceo* 
pathy — as  on  their  prey.  It  is  true  that  they  are  miserably 
mistaken,  but  they  think  not  so ;  it  is  true  we  shall  beat  them, 
though  they  believe  it  not;  but  the  iMttle  is  to  be  fought;  we 
have  not  yet  earned  the  privilege  of  putting  ofi^  our  armour. 
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The  Medical  Faoulty  of  Edinburgh^  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians of  that  Uniyersity,  and  the  individoal  who  represents  the 
Faculty  of  St.  Andrews^  and  he  who  represents  that  of  Aber- 
deen, will  soon  have  to  laugh  ''on  the  other  side  of  the  mouth/' 
though  they  now  indulge  themselyes  in  the  roars  of  *'  inextin- 
guishable laughter  "  of  Al£red  Tennyson's  Epicurean  gods — 

Ckreleas  of  mankind,— 
For  they  lie  beside  their  nectar,  and  their  bolts  axe  hmied 
Far  below  them  in  the  valleys,  and  the  clouds  are  lightly  cnrled 
Round  their  golden  houses,  girdled  with  the  gleaming  world. 
There  they  smile  in  secret,  looking  over  wasted  lands. 
Blight  and  fiunine,  plague  and  earthquake,  roaring  deeps  and 

fiery  sands. 
Clanging  fights,  and  flaming  tongues,  and  sinking  ships,  and 

praying  hands, — 
BtU  they  amUe,  thejfjmd  a  mune,  oenhred  in  a  doleftd  mmg^ 
Steaming  up  a  JammUOiim^  and  an  ancient  tak  ofwrcng^ 
Like  a  tale  of  Utile  meaning^  though  the  vjorda  are  strong — 
imtheyperiah.'*^ 

Truly,  they  are  taking  the  best  way  to  bring  about  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  weird. 

CLINICAL  NOTES. 
Bi  William  Henderson,  M.D., 

Professor  qf  General  Pathology,  Edinburgh, 

Case.  I. — Pleura-pneumonia  0/ left  side.  Inflammatory  fever 
quite  gone  by  the  fourth  day  of  treatment;  resolution  of 
hepatization  and  absorption  of  effusion  complete  in  fifteen 
days. 

Dr. ,  aged  51 ;  usually  a  healthy,  active  man;  of  florid 

complexion  and  rather  spare  firame ;  was  seen  for  the  first  time 
with  his  present  illness  on  the  iOth  May,  at  8  p.m.  He 
reported  that,  the  day  before,  he  had  been  fatigued  and  over- 
heated, and  in  that  condition  was  exposed  to  cold,  which  he 
believes  he  felt  all  the  more  keenly  owing  to  his  having  been 
for  several  weeks  previously  less  vigorous  and  healthy  than 
ordinary.  He  passed  consequently  a  restless  night ;  and  early 
this  morning  had  shiverings,  which  recurred  in  the  fbrenoonf 
and  were  then  attended  by  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  left 
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side  of  the  obest,  posteriorly.    In  the  course  of  the  day  the  pain 
increased  gradually,  and  has  been  acute  all  the  afternoon. 

At  present  the  pain  affects  the  lower  and  back  part  of  the 
left  side,  and  extends  round  towards  the  sternum ;  it  is  aoute 
when  he  attempts  to  inspire  fully,  and  when  he  turns  in  bed ; 
and  is  felt  in  some  degree  even  when  he  breathes  calmly.  The 
pulse  is  116,  full  and  firm;  the  skin  hot  and  dry;  the  face 
flushed ;  respirations  82 ;  urine  scanty  and  high-coloured ; 
tongue  whitish. 

At  the  seat  of  the  pain,  posteriorly,  the  percussion-sound  is 
impaired,  but  not  dull,  over  a  space  about  three  fingers'  breadth 
in  depth ;  in  other  places  it  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  respira- 
tory-sound at  the  same  place,  over  a  space  about  four  fingers' 
breadth  in  depth,  is  not  so  loud  as  at  the  healthy  parts  around^ 
and  has  a  somewhat  sharply  tubular  character ;  it  is  accom- 
panied by  scanty  subcrepitation  only  at  times  even  when  he 
takes  a  full  breath.  Immediately  above  this  situation  the 
respiratory  sound  is  pure,  soft,  and  low,  becoming  of  the  normal 
intensity  towards  the  lower  angle  of  the  scapula.  He  coughs, 
but  not  frequently;  and  has  expectorated  three  or  four  times 
sputa  of  a  deep  rusty,  or  rather  bloody,  colour.  He  has  been 
taking  Aconite  of  the  1st  decimal  strength,  and  a  few  doses  of 
Phosphorus. 

Pr. — To  take  a  drop  of  Aconite  of  the  same  potency  every 
half*hour  for  six  hours ;  afterwards  every  hour. 

11th.  Half-past  10  a.m. — ^Has  had  a  comfortable  night, 
sleeping  now  and  then  between  the  doses  of  medicine ;  coughed 
none  till  towards  morning,  and  has  brought  up  the  coloured 
sputa  only  twice  or  thrice.  The  pain  is  much  easier,  but  is 
still  felt  in  the  same  situations.  Pulse  108,  much  smaller  and 
8oft;er;  skin  dry  and  hot;  respirations  28.  The  percussion* 
sound  is  impaired  over  two  fingers'  breadth  higher,  and  is  doll 
where  only  impaired  yesterday.  A  sharp,  bronchial  inspiration 
is  very  distinct,  and  the  voice  is  also  sharply  bronchial,  over  the 
whole  five  fingers'  breadth;  scanty  subcreptitant  rattles  are 
audible  on  the  same  space. 
Pr. — Aconite,  1st  decimal  strength,  every  hour  for  two  doses, 
then  Bryonia  of  the  same  potency  one  dose,  and  so  on. 
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Half-past  7  p.  M. — Since  the  first  dose  of  Bryonia  he  has 
coughed  maoh  more  than  previously,  and  has  expectorated 
a  yery  considerable  quantity  of  the  bloody,  viscid  sputa.  He 
ascribes  the  increased  cough  and  expectoration  to  the  Bryonia, 
after  every  dose  of  which  he  felt  more  incUned  to  cough,  more 
heated,  and  more  uncomfortable  about  the  chest,  and  all  in  an 
increasing  degree  down  to  the  present  time.  Pulse  120,  very 
full  and  jerking;  respirations  84.  The  percussion*sound  is 
impaired  still  further  up  the  back,  quite  to  the  interscapular 
space,  and  the  parts  where  it  was  formerly  impaired  yield  a  dull 
sound.  The  bronchial  voice  and  breath-sound  are  audible  over 
the  whole  of  the  space  on  which  the  percussion  sound  is  altered ; 
there  are  no  rattles  where  the  percussion-sound  is  dull,  but 
above  that  part,  and  as  high  as  the  upper  third  of  the  back, 
there  is  copious  crepitation.  On  the  lateral  aspect  of  the  side 
the  percussion  and  breath-sounds  are  unchanged.  Tongue  more 
loaded,  and  white  all  over ;  skin  hot  and  dry. 

Pr. — Omit  the  Bryonia ;  take  Aconite,  one -sixth  of  a  drop 
of  mother  tincture,  every  half-hour  till  midnight,  then 

every  hour. 

12th.  Half-past  8  a.  m. — Has  taken  the  medicine  irregularly, 
and  not  above  seven  or  eight  doses  altogether.  The  tendency 
to  cough  gradually  subsided,  and  after  a  few  hours  almost 
entirely  ceased  during  the  night,  and  has  not  returned  this 
morning;  there  has  been  no  expectoration  of  any  kind;  he 
slept  soundly  from  time  to  time ;  has  perspired  freely  almost 
all  night,  and  the  skin  is  still  moist;  pulse  108,  soft,  smaller, 
and  much  of  the  character  the  pulse  has  after  large  loss  of 
blood;  respirations  30;  no  pain,  but  obscure  soreness  in  the 
parts  formerly  pained.  The  physical  signs  have  not  extended ; 
the  rattles  are  scanty  and  subcrepitant  below,  more  abundant 
and  subcrepitant  above  at  the  interscapular  space  where  crepitant 
yesterday;  the  bronchial-sounds  are  strong  from  the  inferior 
angle  of  the  scapula  downwards,  gradually  less  so  upwards; 
the  upper  third  of  the  chest  is  clear  of  aU  abnormal-sounds ; 
laterally  there  are  no  morbid  signs.  Tongue  cleaning  at  point 
and  edges ;  no  stool  for  two  days. 

Pr, — Aconite,  1st  decimal  strength,  every  hour. 
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1.  p.  M.— ^Has  taken  the  medicine  more  frequaitlyj  soouetimes 
every  half-hour,  having  felt  more  heated  and  feverish*  ^  Has 
coughed  httle,  and  expectorated  twice  or  thrice ;  the  sputa  are 
much  less  deeply  tinged  than  hefore.  Pulse  108,  considerably 
fuller  and  firmer. 

Pr. — One  drop  now  of  Bryonia,  third  decimal  strength ; 
afterwards  Aconite,  as  hefore,  every  hour. 

Half-past  8  p.  m. — Has  coughed  and  expectorated  frequently, 
beginning  to  do  so  about  one  hour  after  the  dose  of  Bryonia. 
The  sputa  are  more  deeply  coloured,  though  not  so  deeply  as  at 
first.  Bespirations  28;  pulse  106,  again  soft  and  smaller; 
skin  moist.  The  stethoscopic  and  percussion-sounds  remain 
much  the  same  on  the  back ;  and  in  addition  there  is  abundant 
crepitation  along  the  lateral  aspect  of  the  side.  He  has  lain 
comfortably,  dozing  firequently,  and  free  iOrom  pain. 

Pr, — Aconite,  as  before,  every  hour. 

13th.  10  A.M. — He  continued  to  take  Aconite  every  hour 
till  2  this  morning;  since,  an  interval  of  two  hours  and  some- 
times more  has  intervened  between  the  doses,  owing  to  his 
having  slept  soundly.  The  cough  and  expectoration  have  been 
moderate;  the  sputa  less  viscid  and  less  coloured;  pulse  90, 
soft  and  moderate;  respirations  26;  the  percussion -sound  is 
dull  only  to  the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula,  and  becomes  quite 
normal  at  the  middle  of  the  interscapular  space ;  subcrepitant 
rattles  all  over  the  afibcted  region,  scanty  bdow,  more  numerous 
above;  the  bronchial  sounds  are  much  less  distinct.  No  stocd. 
No  pain. 

Pr. — ^Bryonia  6,  four  globules  now ;  afterwards  Aconite 

every  two  hours. 

14th.  12  noon. — ^Took  other  four  globules  of  Bryonia  6  at 
9  last  night,  having  felt  no  inconvenience  from  the  former  dose ; 
has  taken  one  dose  only  of  Aconite  since,  having  fallen  asleep 
early  last  night,  and  slept  soundly  till  mcnuing ;  repeated  the 
Bryonia  two  hours  ago.  Has  coughed  and  expectorated  very 
little,  and  the  expectoration  fawn-coloured  only.  Has  perspured 
gently  all  night.  Pulse  70,  soft  and  moderate ;  req>irations  24U 
Percussion-sound  dull  only  as  high  as  tihe  inferior  angle  of  the 
scapula ;   merely  impaired  half  tip  the  interscapular  region ; 
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copious  coarse  suborepitation  all  over  the  affeoted  parte  on  full 
breathing;  bronchial  sounds  obscure,  even  on  the  dull  part 
In  ordinary  breathing  a  creaking  friction-sound  on  the  lower 
half  of  the  left  back,  and  round  by  the  lateral  aspect  nearly  as 
far  as  the  lower  part  of  the  sternum.  On  the  left  side  of  the 
sternum  inferiorly  some  uneasiness  on  breathing.  Heart-sounds 
normal.     Tongue  cleaning.     Appetite  returned  considerably. 

Pr, — Bryonia  6,  four  globules  every  four  hours. 

16th.  Noon. — Has  continued  the  Bryonia.  Took  a  dessert- 
spoonful of  Castor  Oil  this  morning,  and  has  had  two  motions 
— the  first  since  his  illness  began.  Since  the  exertion  of  being 
out  of  bed  at  stool,  has  been  sensible  of  somewhat  acate  pain 
all  round  the  lower  part  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest;  it  catches 
sharply  when  he  attempts  to  inspire  freely.  Pulse  90,  soft  and 
small.  Very  little  cough;  has  expectorated  twice;  the  sputa 
streaked  a  little  with  blood.  The  dulness  behind,  and  the 
other  signs  of  condensation,  have  considerably  declined ;  sub- 
crepitant  rattles  very  scanty,  and  only  during  full  inspiration. 
Friction-sound  less  distinct 

Pr, — Bryonia,  1st  decimal  strength,  one-fourth  of  a  drop, 
and  the  same  of  Sulphur  0,  alternately  every  four  hours. 

17th.  Half-past  9  a.m. — Substituted  Aconite,  in  doses  of 
one-fourth  of  a  drop,  mother  tincture,  for  the  other  medicines, 
last  evening,  as  the  pulse  became  fuller  and  firmer,  and  has  taken 
it  firequently  during  the  night  Pulse  under  80,  very  soft  and 
compressible,  and  rather  small.  Has  perspired  moderately  for 
many  hours.  Friction -sounds  again  distinct,  and  in  the  same 
places — the  lower  part  of  the  back  excepted,  where  there  is 
no  sound,  and  percussion  is  dull;  (probably  from  pleuritic 
efiusion). 

Pr. — ^Aconite,  the  same  dose,  every  hour. 

18th.  11a.  m. — Last  evening  the  pulse  had  declined  to  72» 
was  soft  and  small;  and  he  has  taken  no  medicine  since. 
Slept  without  waking  all  night  Pulse  76,  moderate.  Percus- 
sion-sound remains  dull  from  nearly  the  lower  angle  of  the 
acapnia  downwards,  and  there  is  silence  over  all  this  space.; 
a  few  subcrepitant  rattles  for  a  little  distance  above,  and  per- 
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cnssion-soand  there  nearly  natural ;  respirations  24.    No  stool  ; 
tongue  clean ;  considerable  appetite,  and  feels  well. 
Pr, — The  same  medicine  every  four  hours. 

19th. — Friction-sound  gone;  and  other  symptoms  continue 
improved. 

Phosphorus  8  and  Sulphur  3,  were  directed  to  be  taken 
alternately  every  four  hours,  and  were  continued  nearly  to  the 
same  amount  till  the  26th,  when  the  chest  was  found  free 
from  all  sign  of  disease.  He  had  been  out  of  bed  for  some 
hours  on  the  25th,  and  was  able  to  go  to  the  country  on  the 
29thy  scarcely  weakened  by  the  illness. 

Remarks, — He  had,  above  twenty  years  previously,  had  an 
attack  of  pneumonia,  for  which  he  was  thrice  freely  bled,  and 
otherwise  treated  according  to  the  common  practice,  and  did 
not  recover  his  former  strength  for  six  months.  In  two  or 
three  weeks  after  the  illness  which  has  been  detailed  above  he 
resumed  his  professional  duties  with  his  customary  vigour. 
The  case  furnishes  a  well-marked  example  of  aggravation  from 
Bryonia  of  a  low  potency,  and  though  such  a  consequence  of 
the  employment  of  the  lowest  dilutions  in  the  treatment  of  acute 
inflammations  has  been  v^ry  rare  in  my  experience,  I  cannot  but 
acknowledge  that  even  the  possibility  of  it  ought  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  at  least  commencing  the  treatment  of  such  cases  with 
the  weaker  dilutions,  until  the  susceptibility  of  each  individual 
case  is  determined.  An  aggravation  may  be  of  little  consequence 
in  most  inflammatory  diseases,  because  it  soon  subsides ;  but  in 
the  event  of  such  an  occurrence  happening  in  inflammation  of 
very  delicate  and  important  organs — the  brain,  for  example — the 
mischief  that  may  accrue  in  a  few  hours  may  be  irreparable. 
These  remarks  I  conceive  to  be  applicable  at  least  to  such 
medicines  as  have  a  strictly  local  action  in  acute  inflammations, 
but  I  have  never  witnessed  Aconite  to  produce  an  aggravation 
of  acute  symptoms  though  given  very  frequently — of  the  Ist 
decimal  strength;  probably  because  its  operation  in  those  acute 
diseases  does  not  fall  directly  upon  the  inflamed  organ,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  the  most  sensitive  part  of  the  body  at  the 
time,  but  on  the  general  system  involved  in  the  less  intense 
conditions  of  disease  composing  the  inflammatory  fever. 
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Tlie  following  esse  UlustiateB  striluDgly  the  effect  of  Aconite, 
administered  very  freely,  on  the  febrile  accompaniments  of  a 
very  intense  intestinal  inflammation. 


Case  IT. — Acute  itifiammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
intestines.  Inflammatory  fever  gone  within  forty-eight 
hours. 

December  I2th,  1816.     Mrs. ,  aged  39,  the  mother  of 

several  children,  and  usually  in  good  health  and  in  good  condi- 
tion. For  several  days  she  had  suffered  from  paroxysms  of 
pain  in  the  bowels,  and  had  several  motions  daily,  but  went 
about  her  usual  household  duties.  This  forenoon  she  had 
repeated  sbivoringe,  and  more  irequent  and  severe  attacks  of 
pun,  and  very  frequent  calls  to  stool,  as  often  as  several  times 
in  an  hour,  in  the  course  of  the  day;  the  evacuations  consisting 
chiefly  of  bloody  mucua,  and  being  attended  by  much  pain. 
At  1  o'clock  p.  u.  I  found  the  pulse  66,  and  the  skin  hot. 
Aconite  1,  and  Mercurius  solubilis  G,  in  half-grain  doses,  were 
directed  to  be  taken  alternately  every  hour.  By  evening  the 
stools  became  rarer,  though  pain  occurred  in  frequent  and  moat 
acute  paroxysms.  From  half-past  8  till  midnight  no  motion 
occurred,  and  then  there  was  an  evacuation  conrasting  of  a  red 
fluid,  in  conaiderable  quantity,  containing  much  of  a  red  flocon- 
lent  matter  in  small  pieces  like  red  currant  jelly  cut  into  bits, 
and  shreds  of  bloody  mucus,  with  a  few  smaU  soybalous  masses. 
Continne  medioines. 

IStfa,  6  A.  ii. — A  stool  at  Z  o'clock,  and  another  at  S,  of  the 
flame  cbaiacteis  ae  that  last  described.  Had  hot  ponltiesB 
applied  to  the  abdomen  all  night ;  has  perspired  copiously  since 
S  o'clock,  and  continues  to  do  so.  At  8  o'clock  the  pulse  was 
1 12,  and  Aconite  1  and  Mercurius  3  had  been  given  every  half- 
hour  for  two  hours  previously;  two  doses  of  Aconite  i  were 
then  given  successively  with  an  interval  of  ten  minntes,  and 
then  Aconite  and  Meicuiius  alternately  every  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  in  an  hour's  time  the  pulse  came  down  to  96.  Id 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  two  succesaive  dosea  of  Aconite, 
the  pulse  had  fallen  from  112  to  100,  and  the  perspiiation 
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broke  oat  more  profbaely  al  the  same  time :  tingling'  in  tb«. 
fingers  and  bands  occurred  soon  after*  and  oontinaed  ibr  a  ooa- 
siderable  time.  The  Aconite  has  since  bean  ooatinned  aboni 
every  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  the  pulse  has  fidlen  to  86. 

The  following  notes  were  taken  from  time  to  time  during  tb» 
remainder  of  the  illness.    20  minutes  past  7  ▲.  iL-^Aoonite 
has  been  continued   every  twenty  minutes,  and  a  dote  of 
Mercurius  3  now;   a  stool  has  just  occurred,  of  sanguineous 
fluid  and  red  jelly-like  flocks^  with  one  or  two  small  pieces  of 
tedces,  and  preceded  by  rolling  pain  about  umbilioua    At  half- 
past  7. — Pulse  94,  fell  in  five  minutes  after  a  dose  of  Aooaits 
to  86.    Half-past  10. — ^Has  had  Aconite  every  twenty  minutes 
for  two  doses  successively,  and  the  next  period  Mercurius  8, 
and  so  on.    Pulse  82,  small;   skin  profusely  perspiring.    At 
half-past  11. — Pulse  94,  fuller  and  firmer;  restlessness;  ekia 
dry.      Aconite  every   quarter  of  an  hour,  after  two  doses^ 
brought  the  pulse  down  to  84,  and  re-produced  the  perqpira* 
tion.    Half-past  1  p.  M. — Within  the  last  hour  three  doses  oC 
Aconite  and  one  of  Mercurius  have  been  given.     The  pulse  a 
few  minutes  ago  was  90,  and  a  dose  of  Aconite,  Ist^  decimal 
strength,  was  given,  and  now  the  pulse  is  down  to  80.    At  i 
p.  u.,  the  only  stool  since  morning  occurred,  scantier,  less  fluids 
and  of  brown-red  colour.    At  half-past  5  no  medicine  had  been 
taken  for  three  hours;  the  pulse  was  again  90 ;  two  dosea  of; 
Aconite,  1st  decimal,  were  given  with  an  interval  of  quarter  of 
an  hour,  and  the  pulse  a  little  after  the  second  dose  was  84; 
after  another  dose,  in  quarter  of  an  hour,  pulse  82 ;  and  in  ten 
minutes  more,  80.     9  p.  u. — Aconite  and  Mercurius,  each  of 
1st  decimal  strength,  have  been  given  alternately  every  quarter 
of  an  hour ;  Pulse  78,  small  and  soft ;  skin  moist ;  no  stool. 
At  1  ]  p.  u. — ^A  stool,  oonsisUng  of  a  good  deal  of  thin  red 
mucus,  and  many  bits  of  fasces.    Little  pain  all  evening,  but 
now  and  then  a  dull  twinge  as  of  colic.    During  the  night  the 
same  medicines  were  given  at  long  intervals ;   the  pulse  con- 
tinued to  decline,  and  though  only  a  few  doses  of  Aconite  were 
given  during  the  14th,  alternated  with  Nux  vomica,  the  pulse 
had  fallen  in  the  evening  to  60  ;  no  stool  occurred  throughout 
the  day.    The  remainder  of  the  treatment  consisted  of  a  few 
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doBCB  of  MenariuB,  md  Sniptiar  (p.  For  time  days  the  stools, 
wfaioh  happened  at  long  interrsls,  vere  mnoo-parnlent  in  ap- 
pearanoe,  like  the  eUmy  sediment  that  occota  in  catarrh  of  the 
bladder,  and  the  first  natural  looking  eraooation  occurred  on 
the  18th. 

In  the  fint  ease  of  acote  pleurisy  which  I  attempted  to  treat 
with  Aoonite,  while  feeling  my  way  to  the  hotnoeopathic  treat- 
ment of  inflammatory  diseases,  the  remedy  was  pushed  much 
Airther  than  in  the  preceding  case.  It  was  a  very  intense  ez- 
ample  of  the  disease,  and  all  the  more  dangerous  aod  alarming 
that  it  followed  a  severe  attack  of  measles.  The  patient  was  a 
lady,  aboat  90  yean  of  age,  who  had  been  for  some  months  in 
a  delicate  state  of  health,  and  was  not  very  rubuBt  at  any  time. 
In  the  conrse  of  the  first  fbnr  days  of  her  treatment  for  pleorisy 
she  got  fcmrteen  dropa  of  the  mother  dnctore  of  Aconite,  of 
which  seven  drops  and  a  half  were  given  on  the  third  day  of 
the  attack,  in  the  conne  of  fifteen  hours,  in  doaea  of  a  quarter 
of  s  drop  every  half-hour.  It  was  only  after  this  lost  effort  to 
control  the  disease  had*  been  peraerered  in  for  twelve  honts, 
that  it  began  to  yield,  thon^  venesection  had  been  twice  proc- 
^sed,  to  the  extent  of  rixteen  and  of  eight  onnoes,  with  UtUe  or 
no  benefit  When  it  did  begin  to  give  way,  however,  it  declined 
rapidly,  the  pnlse  falfing  in  the  next  twelve  hours  from  ISO 
to  90,  and  in  the  seven  last  honis  of  that  period  ttom  116  to 
90,  amidst  the  most  profuse  sweating  I  ever  beheld.  If  any 
medicinal  disorder,  due  to  the  Aconite,  succeeded  this  practice 
(which  I  admit  may  have  been  the  case),  it  consisted  of  no 
more  than  alternate  periods  of  heat  of  skin,  with  restlessness, 
and  a  pulse  firom  00  to  100,  and  of  perspiration,  sometimes 
oopions,  with  decline  of  pulse  to  84  or  so ;  whUe  in  ^Uier  con- 
dition the  mind  was  desponding,  troubled  with  the  fear  of 
death,  and  with  self-accusationB  expressed  in  frequent  confbe- 
dons  of  nnworthinese ;  all  of  which  symptoms  were  present  in 
some  meaanre  for  five  or  six  days  after  iJie  Aoonite  had  been 
disoonlinued.  There  was,  however,  no  i^fgravation  of  the  local 
disease,  every  vestige  of  which  declined  solisfactonly  enough 
under  the  aubsequent  use  of  Bryonia  and  Sulphor. 
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Case  III. — SequeUe  of  scarlet  fever  ;     ift/tammatian  of  tk 
hip-joint ;  subsequently  hematuria  and  albuminuria. 

A  delicate,  slender  girl  of  8  years  of  age  was  attacked  witk 
scarlet  fever  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  and  after  a  somewhat 
severe  illness  was  free  from  fever  on  the  29th.  She  was  conva- 
lescing slowly,  when  on  the  10th  of  July  she  was  seized  with 
pain  on  the  left  hip-joint  which  hecame  soon  extremely  seroe 
I  saw  her  on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh;  she  had  passed i 
restless  night,  with  much  suffering;  the  poise  was  110;  skii 
hot ;  the  left  femur,  as  she  lay  on  her  hack,  incUned  towaris 
and  rested  on  the  opposite  thigh ;  the  limh  could  not  be  stimi 
without  extreme  pain,  which  was  referred  chiefly  to  the  hip- 
joint,  though  at  the  same  time  shooting  down  towards  the  lows 
and  inner  aspect  of  the  thigh ;  the  pain  was  also  intense  wbei 
pressure  was  made,  though  lightly,  in  the  direction  of  the  joint 
either  before  or  behind.  She  had  been  up  and  seemingly  weO 
the  previous  morning.  Aconite,  1st  decimal  and  MeicuniB 
corrosivus  3,  decimal  strength,  were  given,  every  hour  tk 
first  day,  and  every  two  hours  the  next;  and  onjthe  134 
the  pulse  was  below  80 ;  she  could  draw  up  and  extend  the 
limb  quickly  without  any  pain,  and  no  uneasiness  was  produced 
by  pressure  in  the  direction  of  the  hip-joint. 

She  continued  to  all  appearance  well  till  the  1 7th,  when  the 
urine  was  observed  to  be  darker  than  usual,  though  I  was  not 
informed  of  this  till  three  days  after.  On  the  18  th  she  bid 
vomiting  and  several  loose  stools,  which  soon  ceased  under  tlu 
use  of  Arsenicum  3.  On  the  20tb  I  found  that  she  had  passed 
during  the  night  nearly  the  third  of  a  chamber  utensil  of  arine 
having  the  colour  of  moss  water,  with  an  almost  black  or  deep 
brown  pulverulent  deposit.  This  urine  coagulated  freely  ob 
boiling.  Pulse  58,  moderate;  she  is  cheerful  and  easy;  tongH 
whitish;  face  said  to  have  been  somewhat  swelled  yesteidifi 
not  decidedly  so  to-day;  no  swelling  of  ankles;  bowels  natoni; 
skin  cool ;  no  pain  felt  in  region  of  the  kidneys. 

Pr, — Colchicum,  1st  decimal  strength,  a  drop  every 

two  hours. 

21st. — Slept  well  till  morning,  except  when  roused  to  tib 
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her  medicine ;  some  nausea ;  no  stool ;  urine  amounts  to  twenty- 
two  ounces  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours ;  it  exhibits  under  the 
microscope  blood-discs,  epithelium,  casts  of  the  tubules,  and 
opaque  granules,  all  abundant ;  a  little  swelling  of  the  cheeks, 
which  are  pale;  headache;  anorexia,  thirst;  pulse  58. 

Continue  medicine. 

22nd. — Urine  rather  less  deeply  brown,  and  less  sediment ; 
coagulates  freely ;  quantity  twenty  ounces ;  she  has  been  much 
less  frequently  up  to  micturate — she  had  formerly  been  often 
called  to  do  so;  tongue  whitish;  less  thirst;  some  retching 
this  morning;  a  little  pain  on  pressing  towards  the  left  kidney; 
anorexia ;  little  swelling  of  face ;  one  stool ;  no  heat  of  skin ; 
pulse  58. 

Pr. — Colchicum  as  before,  and  Cantharides  6,  one  drop, 

alternately  every  two  hours. 

23rd,  4  P.  M. — Has  passed  no  urine  since  morning ;  what 
was  then  voided  is  not  so  dark  as  any  previous  specimen,  and 
coagulates  less,  though  still  very  considerably.  Much  less 
thirst;  slept  well;  bowels  open;  pulse  60;  face  but  slightly 
swelled ;.  is  lively  and  cheerful. 

Cont.  med. 

24th. — The  urine  of  the  last  twenty-four  hours  amounts  to 
fifteen  ounces,  is  much  improved  in  hue,  of  a  deep  straw  colour, 
while  the  sediment  is  more  ochrey  than  brown ;  the  coagula- 
bility is  inconsiderable.     Bowels  open ;  tongue  whitish. 

Cont.  med. 

24th. — Urine  about  the  same  in  quantity ;  straw-coloured, 
with  scanty  dark  powdery  deposit;  very  sparingly  coagulable. 
Bowels  open ;  she  feels  well ;  tongue  whitish. 

Pr. — Continue  Canthar.  6,  every  two  hours  during  the  day. 

On  the  27th  a  slight  coagulability  remained,  though  the 
urine  was  of  its  natural  colour,  and  tincture  of  Cantharides,  of 
first  centesimal  strength,  was  ordered  in  drop  doses  every  four 
hours.  The  report  on  the  first  of  August  is,  that  both  yester- 
day and  to-day  the  urine  has  been  perfectly  firee  from  coagula- 
bility, of  natural  colour  and  quantity;  and  there  is  no  remaining 
symptom  of  disorder. 

(To  be  continued,) 

2x2 


644  Dr.  Black  on  Scirrhotts  Tumours  of 

SCIBRHOUS  TUMOURS  OF  THE  LUNGS 
AND   BRONCHIAL   GLANDS. 

By  Francis  Black,  M.D. 

A  gentleman,  aged  58,  tall,  and  of  a  nervous  sanguine  tempera- 
ment, consulted  me  Nov.,  1849,  for  what  he  was  led  to  suppose 
was  chronic  bronchitis,  and  glandular  sweUings  of  the  neck. 
With  the  exception  of  three  attacks  of  bilious  fever,  he  had  en- 
joyed good  health  until  16  years  ago,  when  his  previous  active 
pursuits  changed :  he  became  sedentary  and  suffered  from  dys- 
pepsia, at  the  same  time  he  was  exposed  to  continued  mental 
exertion,  and  anxiety  in  public  and  private  life.  These  circam- 
stances  increased  his  dyspepsia,  and  for  this,  mercurial  prepara- 
tions were  frequently  administered.  In  1847  he  commenced  to 
suffer  from  spasmodic  pains  in  the  epigastric  and  cardiac  regions. 
In  June  1848,  to  the  previously  declining  general  health  was 
superadded  cough ;  the  expectoration  was  for  months  thin,  like 
mucus.  Id  October,  puffiness  of  the  left  side  of  the  neck  was 
observed,  and  gradually  the  cervical  glands  of  that  side  began 
to  enlarge  from  below  upwards. 

During  the  winter  the  cough  increased,  the  sputa  became 
gradually  very  tenacious,  viscid  and  copious ;  the  general  health 
became  worse,  and  the  weakness  increased.  Various  medical 
men  of  good  standing  in  London  and  Brighton  were  consulted, 
who  viewed  the  case  as  presenting  nothing  malignant.  Various 
expectorants,  Balsam  of  Copaiba,  ^ther  inhalation,  &o.  were 
tried  without  avail.  In  June,  1849,  he  went  to  Cheltenham, 
and  was  there  treated  with  antimonials  with  like  success,  the 
disease  gradually  got  worse. 

In  July  he  went  to  Malvern,  and  was  there  treated  partially 
hydropathically,  with  the  occasional  use  of  homoeopathic  reme- 
dies, especially  for  an  attack  of  pleurisy.  In  September,  under 
this  treatment  he  appeared  to  have  gained  much  strength,  with 
an  amelioration  of  the  cough.  In  July  he  had  sciatica,  which 
yielded  soon  to  treatment.  In  October  his  health  again  began 
to  fail,  and  gradually  decreased. 
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On  examination^  the  following  are  his  Bymptoms :  he  is  tliin^ 
countenance  denoting  anxiety,  the  eyes  prominent,  the  tacQ  of  a 
dirty  sallow  hue. 

The  neck  oedematouSj  especially  the  left  side  where  the  cer- 
vical glands  from  the  clavicle  to  the  mastoid  process  of  temporal 
bone  are  enlarged  and  the  inferior  ones  especially  very  hard,  no 
tenderness  or  discolooradon,  the  surrounding  cellular  tissues 
oddematous,  and  this  oedema  extends  down  the  left  arm  to  near 
the  elbow. 

The  skin  all  over  the  body  dry,  with  here  and  there  a  slight 
papular  eruption  which  has  for  many  years  caused  great  irrita- 
tion ;  appetite  good ;  bowels  regular,  generally  of  a  pale  color ; 
urine  rather  scanty,  and  very  turbid  when  cool  from  deposit  of 
urate  of  ammonia.  He  has  a  distressing  cough  which  is  very 
violent  at  night,  but  slight  during  the  day.  The  expectoration 
during  the  night  is  copious,  and  so  tenacious  that  it  may  be 
drawn  out  in  long  strings,  of  a  pale  bluish-green  colour,  and  in 
the  centre  of  this  a  few  isolated  cheesy-like  particles,  varying 
from  ^/4  to  nearly  the  size  of  a  barleycorn ;  never  seen  on  the 
surface,  but  always  in  the  centre  of  the  sputa. 

There  is  normal  resonance  on  percussion  all  over  the  chest, 
except  for  an  inch  above  and  below  the  fifth  rib  in  the  lateral 
region  of  left  side,  where  there  is  very  slight  dulness.  The 
respiratory  murmur  is  very  weak  all  over  the  chest,  not  rough, 
and  audible  all  over,  except  over  right  supra  scapula  region,  and 
especially  for  a  small  portion  in  left  lung,  from  about  the  middle 
of  lateral  region  to  the  base  of  the  lung ;  but  after  coughing  and 
a  strong  inspiration  the  respiratory  murmur  is  also  very  faintly 
audible  in  those  parts.  Occasional  slight  mucous  rale  towards 
the  root  of  the  lungs. 

To  within  1 0  days  of  his  death,  after  which  date  the  chest 
was  not  examined,  the  stethescopic  signs  continued  the  same  as 

above. 

Pulse  natural  strength,  varying  from  60  to  70.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  give  the  details  of  the  treatment  and  course  of  such  a 
case.  The  distressing  cough  was  at  first  relieved  by  Kali  bich., 
the  principal  indication  being  the  viscid  sputa ;  for  a  short  time 
this  rem^y  was  useful,  and,  during  the  after  course  of  the 


G46  Dr,  Black  on  Scirrhous  Tumours  of 

disease,  the  expectoration  continued  less  viscid,  and  for  a  few 
weeks  before  death  it  was  hardly  tenacious,  more  watery  and 
frothy. 

Ipec.  was  frequently  useful  in  allaying  the  cough,  given  in 
the  1st  dil.  in  drop  doses.  The  frequently  recurring  derange- 
ment of  the  stomach  and  bowels  was  met  by  Nux,  China  and 
Dig. 

The  most  distressing  symptom,  and  the  most  difficult  to  re- 
lieve, was  the  prurigo,  which  increased  considerably  towards  the 
close  of  the  disease.  Prurigo  is  generally  in  old  people  a  very 
obstinate  affection,  and  was  especially  so  in  this  patient,  so  enfee- 
bled by  a  malignant  disease.  Merc,  and  Sul.  gave  occasional 
relief,  but  of  a  very  temporary  kind.  Opium  was  tried,  3,  J, 
and  1  dec,  but  without  any  benefit.  I  was  led  to  give  it  from 
the  violent  itching  observed  in  some  cases  of  poisoning  by  Opium. 
This  itching  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  Godein,  but  this  prepara- 
tion I  was  unable  at  the  time  to  procure.  In  Deo.  and  Jan. 
be  had  violent  attacks  of  neuralgia  in  the  back,  loins  and  hip, 
various  remedies  failed  to  give  relief;  it  however  rapidly  yielded 
after  a  few  daily  applications  of  a  gentle  current  from  an  electro- 
magnetic machine.  The  remedies  administered  specially  for  the 
cancerous  diathesis  were  Conium,  Ars.,  Sul.,  and  Carbo  an. 

Throughout  the  illness  the  appetite,  till  within  a  few  days  of 
death,  kept  good,  and  the  pulse  normal.  He  appeared  for  pe- 
riods of  a  week  to  get  better,  then  to  relapse ;  the  duration  of 
the  relapses  increasing,  and  the  intervals  being  less  free  of 
suffering.  He  complained  of  no  pain  in  the  chest,  merely  a 
sense  of  fulness.  Towards  the  end  of  January  the  glands  of 
right  side  of  neck  began  to  swell,  and  the  surrounding  tissues  to 
become  oedematous ;  the  left  axillary  glands  were  also  enlarged 
and  hard. 

About  10  days  previous  to  his  death  the  drowsiness  during 
the  day  increased,  the  memory  became  weaker,  the  appetite 
diminished,  the  cough  almost  ceased,  the  breathing  easy ;  24 
hours  before  death  he  became  more  and  more  unconscious,  and 
died  on  the  14th  March,  1849. 

I  was  led  from  my  first  examination  of  the  patient  to  suspect 
that  he  bad  some  malignant  disease,  affecting  the  lungs  and 
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broDchial  glasda.  The  appearance  of  the  patient  iodioated  some- 
thing graver  than  broacbids,  and  simple  glandular  swellings. 
The  occurrence  of  simple  glandular  swellings  after  50  years  of 
age  is  exceedingly  rare,  and  several  of  them  were  very  hard,  and 
attended  by  more  or  less  cedema  of  the  surrounding  cellular  tisaue, 
a  very  uncommon  attendant  on  simple  swelling.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  sputa,  eo  very  tenacious  and  continuing  so  for  bo 
long,  was  unlike  chronic  bronchitis,  and  the  absence  of  mucous 
rales  shewed  that  there  oould  be  very  little  bronchitis.  The 
state  of  the  pulse,  and  of  the  skin,  was  very  unlike  what  is  met 
with  in  phthisical  patients.  The  expectoration  was  very  onlike 
that  seen  with  tubercular  disease,  and  the  physical  sigoa  gave 
no  indication  of  tabeiculous  deposit ;  the  only  marked  symptom 
being  the  great  weakness  of  respiratory  murmur  all  over  the 
chest,  a  weakness  which  a  foroed  inspiration  diminished,  and 
which  attended  with  natural  resonance  on  percussion  indicated 
some  cause  preventing  the  air  getting  ready  access  through  the 
larger  bronchi.  The  character  and  history  of  the  cervical 
swelling  suggested  that  they  bad  sprang  Grom  disease  of  the 
bronchial  glands,  and  that  this  was  of  a  cancerous  character. 
This  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  the  viscid  jellylike  nature  of 
the  expectoration,  and  by  the  mioroscopio  ^ipearance  of  the 
small  cbeese-like  bodies  imbedded  in  the  sputa.  These,  as  wilt 
be  detEuled  below,  presented  a  very  distinct  formation  firom  the 
more  amorphous,  closely  aggregated  and  irregular  rough,  non- 
nucleated  tubercular  cells.  'Hiough  the  symptoms  were  sufficient 
to  indicate  malignant  disease  of  the  lung,  not  tubercular,  the 
microscope  placed  the  diagnosis  beyond  a  doubt. 

Post  mortem  examination.  External  appearance : — Skin 
covered  here  and  there  with  small  papuln,  and  excoriated  with 
scratching ;  cedematous  swelling  of  legs,  and  especially  of  left 
upper  extremity,  and  of  the  cervical  regions ;  in  both  cervical 
regions  enlarged  glands,  some  as  large  as  on  egg,  and  hard. 
Thorax :  Serous  effusion  into  both  pleural  cavities,  more  than 
a  quart  into  the  left,  and  about  a  pint  and  a  half  into  the  right 
Mo  signs  of  infiammation;  no  adhesion  of  pleurae,  except  towards 
the  root  of  the  lungs,  these  are  slight,  and  are  over  hardened 
scirrhous  portions  of  the  lung.    Upper  half  of  upper  lobe  of  left 
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lung  ODdematouB^  and  contains  in  its  centre  three  small  detached 
scirrhous  masses^  of  the  size  of  a  hasel  nnt ;  the  central  portion 
of  the  lung  crepitates  freely ;  towards  the  posterior  part  of  lower 
lohe  the  lung  is  again  oDdematous.  In  the  centre  of  the  lower 
lobe  there  is  a  large  scirrhous  mass  the  size  of  a  pigeon  s  eggi 
when  cut  into  it  creaks  under  the  knife^  it  appears  whitiah  with 
streaks  of  a  black  pigment  through  it. 

At  the  root  of  the  left  lung  the  bronchi  are  partly  com- 
pressed by  hard  scirrhous  masses ;  this  scirrhous  degeneration 
involves  the  bronchial  glands,  the  posterior  mediastinum,  and 
extends  upwards  to  the  cervical  glands,  as  high  as  the  ocoipoiU 
The  cellular  tissue  lying  beneath  the  clavicle,  and  superficial  to 
the  first  rib  is  also  similarly  disorganized,  as  also  are  two  or 
three  axillary  glands.  Scirrhous  tumours  at  the  root  of  the  light 
lung,  extending  to  the  bronchial  and  cervical  glanda.  A  few 
small  tumours  like  large  peas  in  the  substance  of  this  long, 
towards  its  posterior  border. 

Heart.  Slight  effusion  into  the  pericardium ;  heart  enlarged  ; 
walls  thin ;  muscular  tissue  pale  and  flabby. 

In  order  to  secure  the  accuracy  of  the  microscopic  examina- 
tion, I  gladly  availed  myself  of  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  Wilson 
of  Bristol,  a  gentleman  highly  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  micro- 
scope. 

Examination  of  sputa :  the  small  cheese-like  bodies  floating 
in  the  centre  of  the  viscid  sputa,  are  composed  of  cells  princi- 
pally subrotund  with  fibrous  bands  connecting  them,  a  few  of 
the  cells  are  fusiform,  all  are  nucleated. 

Examination  of  section  of  tumours  :  scrapings  of  the  hard 
scirrhous  portion  present  nucleated  cells,  many  of  a  fusiform 
shape,  aggregated  by  fibrous  bands ;  the  softer  portion  in  con- 
nection with  and  in  the  black  pigment  the  cells  are  subro- 
tund, nucleated,  and  some  with  nucleoli. 
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Reiolutions  passed  hy  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Brighton  on  IIM 
August,  ISfil. 

"  1 .  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  ABSOciatioii,  tliat  bonueopath;, 
as  propounded  by  Hahnemann  and  prac^ed  hy  hie  followeia,  is  so 
utterly  opposed  to  science  and  common  sense,  as  veU  as  so  com- 
pletely  at  variance  with  the  experience  of  the  medical  prafeMion, 
that  it  ought  to  be  in  no  way  or  degree  practised  or  countenanced  by 
any  regularly-educated  medical  practitioneT. 

**  2.  That  homiBopatfaic  practitioners,  through  the  press,  the  plat- 
fixm,  and  the  pulpit,  have  endeavoured  to  heap  contempt  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery,  as  followed  by  members  of  Ibis 
Association  and  by  the  profession  at  large. 

"  3.  That  for  these  reasons  it  is  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  roem- 
ben  of  this  AsBociat««  to  bold  any  kind  of  professional  intercourse 
with  hom<£opathic  practitioners. 

"  4.  That  there  are  three  classes  of  practitioners  who  ou^t  not 
to  be  members  of  this  Association,  namely:  First,  real  bomoeopatbic 
practitioners ;  Second,  those  who  practise  homceopatby  in  combina- 
tion with  other  systems  of  treatment ;  and  Third,  those  who,  under 
TariouB  pretences,  meet  in  consultation  or  bold  professional  inter- 
course with  those  who  practise  homcEopatby. 

"  5.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  frame  laws  in 
accordance  with  these  resolutions,  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association. 

"  6.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  eminentiy  due,  and 
are  hereby  given  to  the  Presidents  and  Fellows  of  the  Boyal  Colleges 
of  Phyndans  and  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  for  their  determined  stand 
against  homceopathic  delusions  and  impostures. 

*'  7.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  also  due,  and  are 
hereby  given,  to  the  UniversiUes  of  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews  for 
their  resolution  to  refuse  their  diplomas  to  practitioners  of  homteo- 
patby ;  but  the  Association  feels  imperatively  called  on  to  express 
its  disapproval  of  any  school  of  medicine  which  retains  among  its 
teachers  any  one  who  holds  homtnopatbic  opinions. 

"  8.  That  these  resolutions  be  printed,  and  transmitted  to  all  the 
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medical  licensing  bodies  and  medical  schools  in  the  United  Kingdom; 
and  that  they  likewise  be  inserted  in  the  Tunes  newspaper,  the 
Morning  Post^  the  North  British  Advertiser^  Saunder^s  News  LeUer^ 
all  the  British  and  Irish  medical  periodicals,  and  in  such  other 
jomnals  as  the  Council  may  sanction  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Branch  Associations." 

The  prefixed  resolutions,  embodYing  the  collective  wisdom,  we 
are  told,  of  300  medical  practitioners,  and  much  praised  by  the 
medical  journals,  seem  \A  require  few  comments  firom  us.  At 
the  same  time  we  might  be  blamed  for  arrogance  were  we 
merely  to  proclaim  dissent,  without  stating  the  grounds  of  it, 
firom  the  deliberate  judgment  and  conclusions  of  so  large  a 
number  of  our  professional  brethren.  We  are  the  rather  called 
on  for  reasons  of  dissent  that  reasons  of  affirmation  are  offered 
by  these  resolutionists,  who  in  this  respect  differ  fix>m  some 
other  bodies  who  have  spoken  on  the  subject.  We  are  aware 
too  that  we  should  be  doing  great  injustice  to  so  numerous  and 
influential  a  society,  were  we  not  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
reasons  thus  publicly  alleged  for  the  position  its  members  have 
resolved  to  assume  in  fiiture  towards  ourselves  and  all  others  of 
the  medical  profession  who  adopt  to  any  extent  the  homoeopa- 
thic system,  are  in  truth  the  best  reasons  that  can  be  alleged. 
Taking  this  view,  we  feel  it  our  duty  in  a  few  sentences  to  pro- 
pose, seriatim,  with  all  becoming  modesty,  for  the  consideration 
of  our  readers,  what  remarks  occur  to  us  on  these  resolutions. 

And  generally  we  observe,  that  in  these  as  in  all  the  other 
recent  fiilminations  against  homoeopathy  (so  far  as  they  have 
come  under  our  notice)  we  have  to  complain  of  the  want  of  due 
precision.  Homoeopathy  is  eo  nomine  condemned,  and  its 
practitioners  are  denounced;  but  what  conception  the  word 
Homoeopathy  represents  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  use  it  as  a  stigma,  and  not  as  a  definition,  we 
have  no  means  of  discovering.  That  they  regard  it  as  some- 
thing to  be  abhorred  and  avoided  is  plain  enough;  but  that 
they  have  any  distinct  notion  of  the  peculiarities  and  charac- 
teristics which  distinguish  it  firom  all  other  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices in  medicine  which  are  likewise  to  be  abhorred  and  avoided, 
does  not  appear  in  these  Resolutions,  which  imply  no  know- 
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ledge  of  homoeopathy  except  that  the  system  so  named  was 
propounded  by  Hahnemann.  Accordingly  no  attempt  is  made 
to  distinguish  between  things  so  widely  apart  as  the  similar 
law  and  the  infinitesimal  doses,  even  with  a  view  to  their 
separate  condemnation.  With  every  anxiety  to  do  inll  justice 
to  all  our  opponents,  even  to  the  most  virulent  and  unreasona- 
ble of  them,  we  must  observe,  that  these  indefinite  denunciations 
expose  those  who  make  use  of  them  to  this  remark,  that  they 
appear  far  more  anxious  to  bum  their  brothers  and  rivals  the 
heretics,  than  for  the  sake  of  truth  to  extinguish  the  heresy. 
Had  this  been  their  pure  object  and  motive,  they  would  no 
doubt  have  felt  it  necessary  to  be  much  more  explicit ;  to  shew 
in  what  precise  respects  the  system  was  untrue  which  they  were 
condemning;  thus  using  means  to  reclaim  those  whom  now 
they  only  persecute.  In  popular  journals  such  indefiniteness 
might  be  pardoned,  but  not  in  the  solemn  Besolutions  of  a 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and  we  must  request  our 
readers  to  keep  in  view  throughout  the  following  remarks  this 
radical  pervading  vice. 

I.  If  homoeopathy  be  "  utterly  opposed  to  science  and  com- 
mon sense  **  its  vitality  is  very  inexplicable.  One  or  other  it 
might  be  and  yet  live ;  but  not  both.  Popular  beliefs  may  be 
opposed  to  scientific  truth ;  the  discoveries  of  science  may  seem 
opposed  to  common  sense  and  yet  be  largely  received  and  cre- 
dited ;  but  here  we  are  told  is  a  doctrine  equally  opposed  to  bothj 
and  yet,  as  we  know,  and  as  these  Besolutions  imply,  widely 
believed,  practised  and  rested  on.  Our  next  remark  is,  that  in 
stating  homoeopathy  to  be  opposed  to  ''common  sense,"  the 
Besolutionists  appeal  to  the  popular  judgment  on  the  matter ; 
a  tribunal  of  which  the  medical  journals  have  lately  aSeoted  to 
speak  with  great  contempt.  Having  already  with  us  so  many 
persons  distinguished  for  scientific  attainments,  and  for  the 
possession  of  an  uncommon  measure  of  common  sense,  we  shall 
wait,  with  hope  and  patience,  for  the  mature  popular  verdict. 

We  are  further  told  that  homoeopathy  is  "  completely  at  vari- 
ance with  the  experience  of  the  medical  profession."  This  re- 
minds us  of  Hume's  argument  against  miracles :  he  said  they 
were  contrary  to  general  experience,  the  truth  being  that  they 
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are  beyond  it ;  general  experience  not  embra(Qing  tbe  conditions 
under  which  they  profess  to  appear.     So  of  the  curative  effects 
of  infinitesimal  quantities  of  medicine  given  in  accordance  with 
the  similar  law^  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  they  are  beyond  the 
general  experience  of  the  medical  profession ;  it  cannot  be  truly 
said  that  they  are  in  any  respect  contrary  to  it.     There  is  no 
doubt  a  very  general  experience  of  the  effects  of  medicinal  agents^ 
given  neither  according  to  the  homodopathic  law  nor  in  minute 
quantities ;   there  is  a  more  limited  experience  of  their  effects 
when  administered  in  accordance  with  the  homoeopathic  law,  but 
in  large  quantities ;   there  may  be  some  experience  of  the  impo- 
tency  of  infinitesimal  quantities  given  otherwise  than  according 
to  the  homceopathio  law ;  but  with  what  shew  of  truth  can  it  be 
said,  that  there  is  any  general  experience  of  the  effects  of  minute 
quantities,  given  in  accordance  with  the  homoeopathic  law,  un- 
favorable  to   such  administration  ?      Od  this  point  we  refer 
our  readers  to  Hahnemann's  Medicine  o/ Experience. 

In  conclusioD,  on  the  first  Besolution  we  remark,  that  there 
are  no  tenable  grounds  for  alleging  homoeopathy  to  be  opposed 
to  science,  or  to  common  sense,  or  to  medical  experience;  and 
that  the  contrary  opiuion  of  the  Provincial  Association  is  the 
unhappy  consequence  of  prevailing  ignorance  on  the  subject  thus 
rashly  pronounced  upon. 

II.  To  the  statement  in  the  second  Besolution  we  give  a  deli- 
berate and  explicit  denial.  It  may  be  quite  true  that  homoeo- 
pathic as  well  as  other  practitioners  have  spoken  with  disrespect 
of  the  existing  general  practice  of  medicine ;  and  some  of  them 
may  have  done  so  indiscreetly  and  immoderately ;  following  too 
closely  the  example  of  those  who  have  aimed  at  overwhelming 
homoeopathy  and  its  practitioners  with  obloquy ;  but  that  in  ex- 
tent or  intensity  the  vituperative  language  retorted  by  the  disci- 
ples of  Hahnemann  at  all  nearly  equals  that  which  the  other 
members  of  the  profession  have  directed  against  him  and  them, 
is  obviously  and  ludicrously  untrue.  It  is  too  plainly  the  wolf 
accusing  the  lamb.  We  cannot  imagine  which  of  our  fellow- 
practitioners  are  referred  to  as  denouncing  medicine  from  "  the 
pulpit."  Should  any  of  them  have  beeu  allowed  to  practise  so 
irregularly,  it  is  a  matter  for  the  bishops.  That  the  most  intern- 
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perate  of  hommopnthista  hfls  ever  extended  Ma  oondsnmstion  to 
"  surgery  "  we  cannot  lielieve,  »t  any  rate  it  U  beyond  all  onr 
experience;  nor  can  we  conoeiTe  any  empirical  rule  for  the 
administration  of  drags  which  can  greatly  affect  the  reduction 
of  a  dislocation,  or  the  amputation  of  a  Umb,  or  any  other  of  the 
principal  operations  of  surgery. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  could  quote  examples  withont  number 
from  the  writings  of  homceopathists,  evincing  their  high  respect 
for  medicine,  which  they  have  done  bo  much  to  advance  in  some 
of  its  branches ;  but  at  present  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  one 
extract,  and  it  shall  be  from  a  work  which  appeared  some  years 
ago  under  the  hands  of  the  Editors  of  this  Journal ;  and  on  the 
testimony  there  home  to  the  great  benefits  of  medicine,  and  the 
veneration  due  to  the  long  hne  of  its  promoters,  we  still  heartily 
concur. 

"  It  has  been  aaked,  in  the  second  place, — If  homoeopathy  be  true 
how  can  the  cures  effected  In  the  allopathic  system  be  accounted  for? 
The  very  nature  of  the  objection  would  have  prevented  our  nodcing 
it  at  all,  did  we  not  gladly  embrace  the  opportuni^  of  entering  here  a 
protestation:  that  we  advocate  homceopathy  as  the  best  system  of 
therapeutice  we  know  of,  but  by  no  means  as  peremptorily  exclumve 
and  condemnatory  of  all  othera.  That  it  a  destined  in  the  long  run 
to  work  into  methodical  arrangement  and  harmonious  rimplidty  die 
whole  mass  of  facts  and  complex  moltitude  of  doctrines,  which  enrich 
and  at  the  same  time  encumber  the  paths  of  medical  science,  must 
be  the  best  cherished  hope  of  all  sudi  as  believe  homceopathy  to  bo 
founded  in  nature  and  borne  out  by  experience;  but  tbflr«  ia  more 
than  an  objector's  ingeniouanese  in  this  round-about  way  of  represen- 
ting homteopathiBts  as  laying  a  claim  to  the  absurd  oharactw  of  heal, 
mg  monopolists ;  or  it  requires  more  than  a  child'a  simplicity  really  to 
suppose  that,  should  Hahnemann's  ^atem  be  true,  the  cures  of  alio, 
pathy  become  a  Sphinx's  riddle,  past  CEdipus's  finding  oat  The 
glories  of  medicine,  of  allopathic  medicine,  stand  recorded  in  Time's 
book,  whose  leaves  are  centuries,  whose  characters  are  the  doings 
and  sufferings  of  mankind ;  universal  conscience  and  universal  grati- 
tude bear  witness  to  its  beneficial  working  from  the  remotest  ages 
down  to  the  present  generation.  With  feelings  of  reverence  do  we 
look  to  the  past;  tradition  and  authority  are  both  venerable,  though 
neither  infallible  in  our  eyes.     We  defeud  our  cause,  and  only  turn 
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agressors,  insofar  as  self-defence  renders  it  necessary ;  we  demand 
the  liberty  of  opinion  and  the  right  of  choice  that  we  respect  in 
others ;  we  put  in  a  claim  for  admission  into  the  academical  pale,  in 
behalf  of  a  system  which  professes  to  court  whatever  severest  ordeal 
and  scrutiny  may  be  imposed  upon  it,  as  the  condition  of  its  right  of 
citizenship;  we  long  to  inscribe  a  new  glory  in  the  annals  of  the 
science,  whose  humble  but  conscientious  votaries  we  are,  and  to  add 
a  new  boon — a  new  blessing — to  those  that  medicine,  through  every 
succeeding  generation,  has  bestowed  upon  suffering  humanity.  But 
who  ever  presumed  to  mark  out  the  boundaries  of  medical  industry 
and  success  ?  Is  there  not  an  infinitude  of  possible  lines  between 
two  points  although  the  shortest  be  but  one  ?  Or  did  our  objector 
never  bethink  himself  that  something  analogous  possibly  attaches  to 
the  allopathic  system,  wherein  notorious  differences  of  speculative 
and  practical  views  in  eminent  men  are  far  from  being  constanUy 
attended  by  a  corresponding  disproportion  in  the  ultimate  results? 
There  is  as  much  ground  for  being  sore  puzzled  at  sailing  vessels 
having  crossed,  and  crossing,  the  Atiantic,  because  steamers  now  do 
so  at  an  increased  rate  of  velocity.'* — Introduction  to  the  Study  of 
HonuBopathy, — (pp.  15-17.) 

III.  This  Besolution  professes  to  be  based  on  the  preceding 
ones,  stating  the  conclusion  to  which  they  have  led.  We  have 
already  shewn,  we  believe  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  candid 
readers,  how  utterly  groundless  are  the  statements  in  the  former 
resolutions ;  and  with  these  foundations  must  also  perish  this 
superstructure.  But  even  were  it  otherwise,  could  it  have  been 
alleged  with  any  truth  that  the  homceopathic  practice  is  un- 
scientific and  senseless,  and  that  its  adherents  are  distinguished 
even  in  their  profession  for  speaking  with  contempt  of  other 
modes  of  practice  than  their  own ;  still  even  these  grave  faults 
will  not  justify  such  a  schism  as  the  resolutions  propose  to  enforce. 
It  is  quite  plain  that  any  blame  justly  attaching  to  the  disciples 
of  Hahnemann,  upon  such  grounds,  rests  also  upon  many  of 
their  opponents,  and  the  disastrous  effect  of  carrying  out  to  its 
logical  consequences  such  a  system  of  excommunication  will  be 
to  split  up  the  body  of  medical  practitioners  into  a  congeries  of 
isolated  individual  atoms. 

IV.  The  next  Resolution  needs  no  answer.     It  exhibits  the 
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extremity  of  professional  hostility  against  homoeopatby ;  for  it 
excludes  not  only  those  who  are  themselves  tinged  with  the 
heresy,  but  all  vho,  even  from  charity  asd  large-heart«daees, 
have  any  intercourse  vith  the  heretics. 

VI.  We  beg  leave  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  thanks  to  any  who 
shall  appear  to  have  made  a  "  determined  stand  against  homceo- 
pathic  delusions  and  impostares,"  which  none  can  be  more 
anxious  to  put  au  end  to  than  ourselves ;  but  we  are  at  a  loss 
to  discover  in  what  respects  either  of  the  Edinbargb  Colleges 
has  merited  such  an  honorable  distinction. 

VII.  It  will  surely  be  time  enongh  for  the  Provincial  Associa- 
tion to  tender  ite  thanks  "  to  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and 
St.  Andrews  for  their  resolution  to  refuse  their  diplomas  to 
practitioners  of  homceopathy  "  when  they  shall  have  so  resolved 
respectively :  hitherto  tfae  governing  body  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  has  shewn  no  inclination  whatever  to  countenanoe 
the  late  irregular  proceedings  of  its  Faculty  of  Medicine ;  and  of 
St.  Andrews  we  do  not  yet  know  that  the  recent  doings  there, 
with  reference  to  homosopatby,  have  any  authority  but  what  is 
derived  from  the  autocratic  fiat  of  the  Professor  of  all  Medicine 
in  that  remarkable  school. 

Having  now  laid  before  our  readers  these  BesolutJons,  with 
our  comments  upon  them,  woleavethematter  to  their  judgment; 
confidently  expecting  their  concurrence  in  this  conclusion  : 
That  we  have  great  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  the 
most  pleadable  reasons  which  can  be  alleged  in  justification  of 
the  recent  proceedings  against  ne  are  so  illogical,  insignificant 
and  untenable. 


RBVIBWS. 

The  Lesser  WitrnNoa  of  Samuel  Hahnemann.  Collected 
and  translated  by  B,  E,  DoDGEON,  M.D.  London: — 
W.  Headland. 

Much  as  we  admire  Mr.  Cobden  as  an  effective  oora-law  repealer, 
we  are  quite  at  issue  with  him  when  he  asserts  that  there  is  more 
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instraction  to  be  had  flrom  a  feingle  ce^  of  Ihe  Timm^xma- 
paper  than  from  all  the  wikingv  of  Tb«eydlde»|  and  Wd'belief^ 
that  one  of  the  moat  fatal  tandeacieB  of  ttak  age  k  Ih^  dt^pfeeki- 
tion  of  history  and  an  impatient  aaxiety  to  oUain  MBolts  widn 
out  any  ouiionty  aboat  the  means.    We  aoem  aatiafled  with  the 
existence  of  the  frntteier'a  shop,  and  don*t  tronblo  to  aak 
whether  there  are  gardeners  or  not     One  of  ttie  olmoiia  enb 
which  flows  from  this  is  an  insoffioient  respect  fiir  the  laboicrr  of 
those  who  have  supplied  ns  with  the  fruits  we  enjoy,  and  ao 
long  as  we  undervalue  the  toil  which  was  reqnired  to  prtfluosr 
the  effect,  we  cannot  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  xeaolt.     A  lifc 
time  may  be  spent  in  elaborating  a  proposition  expressed  in 
three  words.    If  we  are  satisfied  with  using  the  proposidon  as  a 
pick  to  open  the  locks  which  impede  our  path,  we  can  never 
hope  to  improve  or  develope  the  idea  thus  summarily  cxprsused' 
for  our  convenience.    We  may  navigate  our  vessel  by  the  tablesi 
which  mathematicians  have  calculatad  for  as,  but  let  ns  ndiv 
imagine  that  we  are  thereby  astronomers.    These  remarks  worst 
suggested  by  a  perusal  of  the  volume  whose  titte  forms  ihe< 
heading  of  this  notice;  and  we  feel  confident  than  an  altent«i3i> 
study  of  the  papers  now  collected  for  the  first  time^by  all 
medical  practitioners,  would  produce  the  most  beneficial  effiMii* 
upon  the  future  course  of  the  art  of  medicine  in  diis  oeanlry«-f 
To  the  homcBopathist  it  will  be  a  task  of  uiiqaalifie^  (pmfifira  ' 
tion,  like  reading  a  truly  national  histoary;   he  will  see  si' 
vigorous,  sagacious,  learned  mind  expressing  ilielf  in  allivamh" 
ties  of  style,  from  the  most  colloquial  and  familiar  to  the  most 
elaborate  and  ornamental,  and  master  of  every  style  he  uses : , 
so  that  merely  as  a  literary  work  it  is  no  small  treat.    And  he 
will  see,  as  he  traces  the  germ  expanding  into  the  full  fruit»  howv 
slowly  and  carefully  the  process  of  elaboration  went  on ;  and  ho 
must  be  impressed  with  this  wholesome  lesson:  that  the  sesulls ) 
ultimately  arrived  at  by  Hahnemann,  though  they  ought  to .  be 
carefully  investigated  before  acceptance,  ought  to  be  stiU  voro- 
carefully  examined  before  they  are  rejected :   the'  study  of  4i»  *. 
history  of  a  nation  impresses  ns  with  the  immensely  grosicit  r 
importance  of  the  nation  than  of  any  of  its  sects,  sod  the  tmot  j 
antidote  to  sectarian  narrowness  is  an  appeal  to  national  foeihg. 
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Tbe  luao  <oC 'Bmio«kbimt  viiles-'itt  one  Mmmon  feeling 
Scotofamwi  of  all  «reed».  ilnth*  Mns  way,  »  tbonnjgh  ao- 
quidaUnoe  witli  ^e  itiUtBy-^'Oia  igreat  nkorcaaent  brings  oat 
ioto  so  onmistakeBble  a  {munincMe  tbo  point*  in  which  we  ^ 
agree,  and  [daoM  in  tbeitpropsr  iittlsneai  tbe  trifles  on  which 
we  differ,  tliat  we  fgel  altooat  sdninad  to  allnde  to  any  diniioiu 
among  ns  at  aU. 

WUle  to  timet  iriw:  ben  dtaady  adopted  homceopatby  we 
regaid  this  book  aa  qntle  «■  iadispenBable  as  the  Organom  or 
the  Materia  Medica,  m»  oiamet  otnoeiTe  a  better  book  to  pat 
into  tbe  baads  of  enqaidng.  stodaits.  It  is  far  more  intelligible 
and  far  less  repolsiva  than  ibe.Oiyanou,  aad  Jeads  the  mind 
more  gradoally  to  &a  adoptim  of  the  truth  through  the  very 
road  by  whiah  it  w^  discarend.  It  would  be  well  for  the  pro- 
ftssion  at  large  if  tlhef  oould.  be  perstnded  to  etady  this  work  ; 
hitherto  it  has  been  a.  sealed .  breasore  to  them,  but  now  they 
will  have  no  exouse  fbr  their  igiKn-anoe.  It  oontaine  a  speoiflo 
nfdlatiaD  of  almost  every  obaega  made  against  honuBopathy, 
and  it  would  be  almost  impoaattile  fbr  any  honest  mas  to  in- 
dnlge  any  longer  in  the  haokneyed  objections  after  ite  perusal. 

It  is  not  oor  tnten^on  to  enter  into  a  review  of  the  work  at 
tliis  tame,  and  we  shall  odudnde  this  notice  by  a  quotation  to 
shew  how  one  of  tbd  T«ry'  dutllo*  objectians  urged  against 
homceopatby  by  Profaesor  Cbrtstisati  In  hie  inaagoral  address  to 
the  stadenti  at  Ediuhugb  this  yesr,  bad  been  aatieipated  fifty 
yewi  ago  by  HahnemaBn.* ' 

*'  It  is  ondeniable,'*  he  rays,  "  that  all  Important  discoveries  in 
science  at  large  are  preceded  by  a  period  of  Incubation  at  It  were, 

daring  which  the  worid  is  gradually  prepared  to  receive  tbem 

There  has  been  no  shadow  cast  before  the  coming  tmat,  no  antece- 
dent appiozimatlon,  no  universal  adoption,  no  eontemUftg  i 
[Dr.  ChritUMn,  Inatgwrd  AMrMt  in  IMI.) 

"Dr.  Hen's  esSfey,"  writes  HahtfeManAj  '^OnMc  « 
of  Pi»»UM>drimn  aywaft'oww,  ite^,  In  the  iist  part^oftbe  nemd  vtdtmia 
ofllie  /oww/  dtr  praatitAm  armtihauie,  phiaged  ne  into  aaort  of 
mdaaehaly  which  only  by-  dint  of  kng^aoiitaaed  nAection  has  gtvea 
plirii  to  a  nnote  bat  lively  hope. 
"  Hna  ana  of  the  moat  tboaghtful  pl^aiciana  of  our  tune,  after 
VOL.  IZ,  NO.  XZXriII. — OCTOBSR  IS&l.  Z  V 
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twenty  yean  of  active  practice,  finds  himaelf  obliged  rqpefttedly  to 
make  the  open  but  most  melancholy  acknowledgment  (p.  40),  *  that 
we  can  lay  no  claim  to  the  attainment  of  the  ideal  of  simplicity  in 
medical  treatment';  *  that  the  hope  of  ever  arriving  at  perfect  sim- 
plicity in  medical  practice  cannot  be  otherwise  than  very  feeble.' 
The  obstacles  to  pure  observation  of  the  effects  of  medicines  in 
the  various  diseases,  he  enumerates  with  most  overwhelming  fulness 
of  detail,  and  then  he  leaves  us  alone  in  the  old  well-worn  path  of 
imcertainty,  almost  without  a  cheering  glance  at  a  better  futurity,  a 
simpler,  surer  method  of  cure,  unless  we  are  to  reckon  his  very  com- 
plaints as  foreshcidounng  coming  improvements ,  just  as  the  impas- 
sioned warmth  of  the  sceptical  casuist  has  always  appeared  to  me  a 
proof  of  that  immortality  he  would  deny.**  {Hufeland^s  Jourwdy 
1797,  p.  858  of  Dudgeon's  translation.) 

So  according  to  this  reading,  the  stationary  teachers  in  our 
Universities  are  themselves  oasting  the  shadow  of  the  advent  of 
the  coming  event,  which  they  will  not,  because  they  daie  not 
recognize ! 

HOMCBOPATHT  AS  APPLIED  TO  THE  DISEASES  OF  FEMALES,  ftc. 

By  Thos.  R.  Leadam,  M.R.C.S. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  science,  the  appearance  of  every  new 
practical  work  is  a  source  of  interest  to  us  not  unaccompanied 
by  anxiety,  though,  in  the  instance  now  before  us,  the;  well 
established  reputation  of  its  author  led  us  to  expect  a  good  deal, 
and  to  look  forward  with  confidence  to  it  as  a  valuable  addition 
to  our  homoeopathic  literature.  Neither  have  we,  in  one  sense, 
been  disappointed,  Mr.  Leadam  has  shewn  himself  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  literature  of  his  subject,  and  his  patholo- 
gical views  are  in  most  respects  similar  to  our  own.  As  regards 
the  therapeutic  part  of  the  work,  we  must  acknowledge  that  it 
contains  in  a  marked  degree  the  peculiar  faults  which  have 
hitherto  characterized  every  work  of  the  kind  that  we  have  met 
with,  and  which  have  convinced  us  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
arrived  in  our  infant  science  for  the  production  of  works  of  tlua 
class.  It  is  no  doubt  necessary  to  have  one  or  two  genenJ 
works  which  may  be  used  by  beginners  and  prove  useful  to 
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them,  by  pntdog  them  into  the  way  of  applying  the  ricbee  of  oar 
materia  medica  to  prootical  pnipofles,  and  this  want  is  sufBciently 
well  sapplied  by  one  or  two  of  the  better  "  Domestic  Homcso* 
pathies"  which  haye  been  published— but  to  attempt  much  more 
than  this,  is,  we  repeat,  in  onr  opinion  premature,  and  for  the 
fbllowing  reasons : — 

All  practical  works  most  be  founded  upon  some  nosological 
arrangement ;  there  must  be  names  for  all  diseases,  then  a  defi- 
nition to  mark  out  what  these  names  indicate  and  to  enable  the 
practitioner  to  recognize  them  clinically,  and  then  must  follow 
the  suitable  treatment ;  but  when  this  is  attempted  by  a  homoeo- 
pathiat,  he  is  at  present  compelled  to  draw  his  nosologic  and 
diagnostic  remarks  from  allopathic  sources,  and  to  employ  the 
crude  ill-defined  terms  still  currentin  old  school  literature  for  his 
illustrations,  and  the  consequence  is  that  when  be  arrives  at  the 
therapentio  part  bis  generalizations  completely  fail  him,  and  he 
is  driven  to  subdivide  and  individualize  to  such  an  extent,  when 
endeavouring  to  give  the  indications  for  any  given  medidne, 
that  it  would  often  "  puzzle  a  o<Hiinrer  "  to  trace  accurately  the 
connection  between  them  and  the  original  description  given  of 
the  malady. 

Again,  inconsequence  of  all  this  perplexing  subdivision  which 
the  superficial  generalizations  of  the  old  school  nosology  have 
rendered  necessary,  one  is  compelled  to  introduce  so  many 
difierent  remedies  under  each  head,  that  a  practical  work  at  pre- 
sent has  to  steer  between  the  almost  impassable  Soylla  and 
Charyhdis  of  excessive  meagemess  on  the  one  hand,  or  a  profuse- 
ness  on  the  other,  which  destroys  all  claim  to  its  being  a  practical 
guide,  since  after  all  one's  trouble  of  reference  one  is  at  length 
driven  back  to  the  original  source  of  our  information,  the  Materia 
Medica  Pura.  Be  it  remembered  we  are  not  saying  that  this 
should  not  be,  we  are  rather  endeavouring  to  show  that  at  pre- 
sent these  difficnlties  cannot  be  overcome,  and  we  maintain  that 
so  long  as  they  exist  suy  multiplication  of  practical  works,  sucH 
as  that  before  us,  is  of  no  real  value  either  to  the  homceopathio 
student  or  to  the  practitioner.  The  authors  of  such  works  must 
fbr  the  present  either  limit  themselves  to  the  detailing  of  indrri- 
doal  cases,  and  carefully  indicating  the  reasons  why  such  and 
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snch  remedies  were  sekoted,  ^,,  or  tlie;  must  diaooyer  some 
entirely  new  method  of  nosologic  description,  which  will  obviate 
tiie  present  necessity  for  interminable  subdivisioca  under  each 
head.  It  is  a  very  cheerless  task  to  spend  one  s  time  and  mental 
energies  in  working  out  some  refined  point  in  diagnosis,  and 
having  accomplished  this  and  thus  ascertained  where  to  find  the 
therapeutics  of  the  disease  in  some  practical  work^  to  have  arrayed 
before  one  some  20  or  30  remedies,  the  greater  number  of  which 
find  a  place  in  every  section  of  the  work.  But  more  than  this,  in 
connection  with  this  said  individualization  we  have  observed  a 
very  curious  circumstance  in  every  practical  homoeopathic  work  to 
which  we  have  yet  had  access,  and  that  is  that  in  the  selection  of 
the  remedy  too  much  stress  is  laid  i^on  the  eoDciting  cause  of 
disease,  an  error  which  we  beheve  to  be  very  serious,  and  most 
obstructive  to  any  real  advance  in  the  science  of  our  art.  Let 
US  give  an  illustration  of  this,  selecting  one  of  many  which 
occur  in  the  work  before  us.  At  p.  168,  in  speaking  of  Laotar 
tion,  after  descanting  on  the  merits  of  tignus  castus^  Mr.LeadaQi 
remarks :  ''  It  is  equally  useful  when,  in  the  course  of  nurong, 
the  milk  diminishes  or  disappears  without  any  assignable 
cause,  or  becomes  impoverished ;  but  if  the  cause  is  recognized, 
the  remedy  should  be  given  in  respect  to  it:  if  it  has  been 
caused  by  a  fit  of  anger,  chamomUla;  if  by  grief,  i^naUai  i£ 
by  jealousy,  hyo8cyamus,  or  phosphoric  iieid;  if  it  was  the 
effect  of  a  chill  or  taking  cold,  dulcamara,  &c."  Now  if  we 
refer  to  the  Materia  Medica,  even  taking  into  account  the  mass 
of  doubtful  **  ex  U9U  in  morhia  "  symptoms  introduced  by  Jabr» 
we  only  find  mammary  symptoms  in  three  out  of  the  above  five 
remedies,  viz.,  cham,,  dulc.^  Bniphosph.  acid,  and  indeed  in  the 
ease  of  the  latter,  only  one  symptom  occurs,  viz.,  '*  Sharp  pres- 
sure in  left  mamma,''  while  in  the  other  two  the  symptoms  are 
all  derived  from  the  less  pure  source  of  clinical  observation. 
We  may  observe  that  we  have  selected  this  example  at  random* 
having  noticed  several  of  the  same  kind  in  various  parts  of  the 
book;  indeed  similar  instances  occur  abundantly  in  most,  if 
not  in  all  the  practical  works  on  homoeopathy  with  which  wa 
are  conversant ;  but  surely  a  little  eximiination  will  shew  that 
such  a  method  of  selecting  a  remedy  is  but  little  in  accordauc/e 
with  the  spirit  of  true  homoeopathy.    In  the  case  before  us. 
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where  rh  important  flmction  ie  sospetided.  It  is  Barely  not  bi^- 
oient,  in  aeleoting  a  sp«oifio,  to  uoertun  the  czoiting  oaiiBe  of 
the  morbid  phenomenon,  and  then  apply  a  remedy  capable  of 
inoreaeing  the  susoeptibility  towards  anoh  exciting  canee,  without 
considering  at  the  same  time  its  pathogenetic  relation  to  the 
organ  affected.  Several  p«w>ns  may  be  exposed  to  the  same 
exciting  canse,  and  while  one  sofi^  in  oonseqnenoe  firom  bead- 
aohe,  another  will  have  oolio,  a  third  diuresis,  a  fonitli  will 
faint,  and  a  fifth  will  have  an  hygteiio  convulsion ;  but  BOiely 
no  strict  bomcEopathist  would  treat  these  five  persons  by  the 
same  remedy,  unless  it  embraoes  in  its  patbogeneay  the  five 
distinct  morbid  condidonB  just  enumeratod :  and  yet  on  refer- 
ring to  moat  practical  works  on  homceopsthy  you  will  find 
recommendations  which  would  lead  one  to  oonoluda  that  sooh 
was  oar  tme  metliod  of  selection.  When  the  exact  morbid  action 
ia  unrecognizable,  i. «.  when  general  symptoms  alone  manifest 
themselves,  or  when  an  afi'eotion  is  produced  which  is  not  to  be 
found  in  onr  pathogenetic  records,  the  practitioners  would  then 
be  warranted  in  selecting  a  remedy  known  to  increase  the  sua- 
oeptibility  to  suffer  from  the  same  excitiag  canse,  which  bis 
examination  has  proved  to  be  operative  in  the  case  under  con- 
sideration. But  as  long  as  this  is  not  the  OBse>  it  is  his  duty 
not  only  to  find  a  remedy  which  exalts  the  eusoeptibility,  bat 
which  also  acta  specifically  upon  the  organ  which  in  his  patient 
has  proved  the  suffering  one.  Without  such  oorreepondenoe 
the  treatment,  however  saCisfaotory  it  may  chance  to  prove, 
partakes  of  that  indefiniteness  which  has  ever  been  the  bane  of 
allopathic  practice.  We  have  repeatedly  nodoed  in  conversation 
with  oar  brethren  that  the  &ult  above  alluded  to  exists  most 
markedly  in  those  who  pride  themselves  upon  being  [Hire 
Habnemanniana,  who  have  a  perfect  horror  of  what  they  call 
"  treating  names,"  and  who  loadly  proclaim  the  necessity  of 
individualizing  every  case,  and  treating  it  in  exact  accordance 
with  its  symptomatology ;  and  yet  if  yoa  carefully  examine 
their  practice  yoa  will  find  that  diis  exact  eorreepondenoe  ia 
often  reduced  to  a  coinoidenoe  of  causation  as  above  stated,  or 
to  the  reeemblaQce  of  some  very  out-of-the-way  symptom  which 
may  in  reality  have  little,  if  any  essential  connection  with  the 
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morbid  process.  Thus,  for  example,  BoBDninghausen,  in  the  pre- 
face to  his  Pocket  Book,  relates  approvingly  a  case  where  carbo 
animalis  was  selected  in  consequence  of  the  patient  becoming 
worse  after  shaving,  which  symptom  has  found  a  place  in  its 
recorded  pathogenesy,  whereas  we  should  feel  more  di^osed  to 
call  this  a  lucky  hit,  while  we  should  feel  bound  to  condemn 
the  practice,  however  successful,  as  most  unsatis^Eustory  in  its 
tendency.  If  such  a  method  of  selection  be  once  fully  admitted, 
our  practice  would  become  so  intensely  mechanical  as  almost  to 
merit  the  censure  passed  upon  it  in  Dr.  Forbes's  celebrated 
article  on  "  Young  Physic."  For  our  own  part  we  feel  that  the 
only  real  progress  of  homoeopathy  will  be  in  the  direction  of 
pathology.  The  two  sciences  of  pathology  and  pathogenesy  are 
obviously  calculated  to  mutually  elucidate  each  other,  and  to  ad- 
vance pari  passu,  and  we  confidently  expect  that  a  time  will  come 
when  servile  symptom-hunting  will  be  no  longer  urged  upon  us 
by  any  of  our  coUeagues,  and  when  moreover  our  Materia 
Medica  yrill  be  purged  of  the  overwhelming  mass  of  symptoms 
whose  real  significancy  is,  as  yet,  so  little  understood. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  we  would  desire  to  see  introduced 
into  homoeopathic  practice  the  hypothetic  speculations  regarding 
pathology,  which  still  abound  in  allopathic  works — where  men 
first  build  up  a  theory  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  diseased 
parts  during  life,  and  then  firame  their  notions  of  the  aotions  of 
remedies  so  as  to  fit  in  with  these  preconceived  opinions, — ^far 
from  it ;  nay,  we  had  rather  see  our  brethren  continuing  their 
present  mechanical  method,  than  indulging  in  the  dangerous 
field  of  speculation,  but  we  are  nevertheless  anxious  that  their 
efforts  should  be  directed  towards  a  truer  pathology  as  an  aid  to 
a  more  certain  therapeia,  and  that  they  should  not  rest  con- 
tented with  a  few  striking,  chiefly  because  unusual,  correspond- 
ing symptoms,  as  sufl&cient  indications  for  the  employment  of  a 
remedy,  without  ascertaining  carefully  the  more  essential  point 
of  a  similarity  in  the  sphere  of  action. 

Having  made  these  remarks  on  what  we  believe  to  be  certain 
faults  which  this  work  shares  with  most  others  of  its  class,  we 
will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  individual  merits  and  demerits 
of  the  book  itself    We  have  already  remarked  that,  with  the 
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above_limitations,  we  like  the  book,  and  conBider  it  veiy  oiedit- 
able  to  \ta  author.  We  cannot  say  that  we  have  met  with  many 
original  lemarka,  but  Mi.  Leadam  Bhowa  bimBelf  to  be  well 
Teraed  in  the  present  Yiews  of  ateiine  pathology,  and  to  have 
carefully  gathered  togethei  moat  of  the  tberapeutio  indications 
which  find  a  place  ia  Jahr,  BoenninghauBen,  &o.  &o.  On  some 
few  points  however  ws  oooaider  bis  work  deficient,  moie  eepe* 
oially  aa  regards  practical  observations.  We  especially  notioed 
this  in  the  section  of  Hyeteralgia.  one  of  the  most  troublesome 
diseases  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  one  which  is  by  no 
means  rare,  and  yet  all  we  have  in  the  way  of  treatment  is  a  bare 
enumeration  of  17  remedies,  without  one  single  definite  indica- 
tion, and  a  recommendation  to  refer  to  what  has  been  said  under 
the  head  of  dysmenonhoea. 

At  page  84  occurs  a  paragraph  which  we  hope  we  have  some- 
bow  misunderstood,  as  we  cannot  imagine  that  the  author  really 
meant  to  say  what  he  appears  to  us  to  have  expressed.  Speak- 
ing of  the  symptom  of  nteiine  congestion  attendant  on  incipient 
pregnancy,  Mr.  X^eadam  remarks :  "  The  allopathic  system  has 
only  the  direful  resooroea  of  the  lancet  and  the  relaxing  action 
of  warm  baths  to  oppose  to  these  sufibrings ;  as  if  the  action  of 
warm  water  could  relax  the  tissue  of  the  hving  aterus,  in  the 
same  manner  as  when  that  organ  is  subject  to  maceration  after 
being  removed  from  the  dead  body  I "  Now  on  the  face  of  it, 
this  paragraph  would  infer  that  allopathic  practitioners  were  in 
the  habit  of  explaining  the  relaxing  efibots  of  warm  baths  as 
analogooB  to  the  process  of  maceration,  a  puerility  which  we 
have  certainly  never  met  with  in  any  pathological  work  that  has 
fallen  into  our  bands.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  our  homoeopathic 
authors  appear  disposed  to  bold  up  their  allopathic  brethren  to 
ridicule  by  exaggerating  the  fallacies  of  their  mode  of  praotioe, 
for  this  procedure  has  an  effect  the  very  opposite  of  what 
is  intended,  since  the  false  colouring  is  pretty  sore  to  be 
detected,  and  the  reader  having  found  his  author  over-stepping 
the  bounds  of  rigid  accuracy  in  one  point,  is  led  to  take  all  his 
statements  cum  grano  salii.  In  like  manner  we  repeatedly  find 
homceopathiats  comparing  our  method  of  treatment  with  the  very 
wont  specimens  of  Sangrado  doctoring,  which  is  obvioasly  most 
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unfair  and  tg^ch  i^viUbly  fa&xiWB  ntf^n  to  ihiak  thill,  if  we 
exaggerate  so  much  the  evils  of  i^H<^iiAy  we  aie  just  as  Uk$lj 
to  overrate  the  benefits  of  our  own  mode  olP  praetice. 

At  page  98}  in  treating  of  palpitatioO}  Iifir.  Leadam  makes  no 
mention  of  hryonia,  lachefu^  or  ^^^^Mv^^wbieh  ^ixt&h  remodies 
we  have  found  among  the  most  effebtoal  in  subdaing  tike  tremu- 
Ions  action  of  the  heart  in  nerrooa  and  bytterioal  dieoiders,  as 
well  as  in  more  grave  organic  lesiona.  We  mite  tnaffmema  cmr* 
honica  among  the  remedies  for  toothaobe  during  pragaancy, 
which  has  repeatedly  proved  efPeetoal  in  oner  hands,  nvofe  paiti- 
cnlarly  when  the  affection  is  especially  tiouUasosw '-  dunng  tbe 
night 

In  pp.  iSl-d,  there  are  some  exoetlent  remarks  on  the  state 
of  the  bowels  during  the  puerperal  state,  whieli  well  merit  tke 
careftil  attention  of  those  of  our  number  who  have  not  yet 
emancipated  themselves  from  iium  old  aohool  notions  on  the 
subject  of  alvine  evaouationa 

At  p.  178,  our  author  tells  us  that  the  practitioner  ^^need  not 
trouble  himself  to  punctiire  these  abscesses  of  the  breast,  but 
may  safely  leave  them  to  the  action  of  the  medicine,  whiok  will' 
save  his  patient  much  pain,  considerable  emotion,  and  a  diaa^^ 
greeable  cicatrix."  Now  in  diis  we  cannot  concur;  we  fadieve 
our  remedies  very  often  prevent  abscesses  from  ooouning,  we 
believe  also  that  they  diminish  matetiaUy  both  the  local  and 
consdtutiona]  sujSbrings  attendant  upon  them,  and  we  think 
they  expedite  the  process  of  maturation,  but  we  are  confident 
that  we  have  seen  greatly  more  pain,  more  emotion,  and  more 
diaagreeabie  cicatrices  after  abscesses  allowed  to  ofea  of  them- 
selves than  have  in  our  hands  followed  the  judicious  enqifey- 
ment  of  puncturing.  When  the  pus  rapidly  approaches  the  sur- 
face and  one  single  spot  of  skin  beccmies  attenuated  and  the 
abscess  points  well,  we  would  certainly  leave  well  alone,  but  it 
often  happens  that  after  distinct  fluctuation  is  perceived  a  broad 
piece  of  the  integument  becomes  inflamed  and  attenuated,  and 
then  a  number  of  points  give  way,  causing  a  honeycomb  wound, 
very  troublesome  to  heal,  owing  to  its  partial  analogy  to  a  sinns; 
and  indeed  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  intervening 
portions  of  skin  between  the  various  openings  are  dissolved  by 
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ulceration,  and  the  wound  beoomes  tluree  tiiDea  laigear  ihan  it 
would  have  been  if  opened  eacUer. 

At  pp.  219,  2^0,  Mr.  Leadam  breaks  a  lance  with  Dr.  Mad- 
den in  reference  to  hia  paper  osk  uterine  disease,  read  before  the 
Ciongress  at  Cheltenham  in  1B60 :  the  whde  gist  of  which  lies 
in  a  misapprehension  of  Dr.  Madden  s  meaning.  If  Mr.  Leadam 
will  refer  to  his  paper  again  be  will  find  the  difference  between 
himself  and  Dr.  M.  is  by  no  means  so  great  as  he  imagines. 
Dr.  Madden  only  speaks  of  the  use  of  local  remedies  where  the 
constitutional  have  failed,  and  he  expresses  the  hope  that  the 
time  may  arrive  when  a^uvants  may  prove  unnecessary,  and  he 
also  lays  great  stress  on  the  essential  importance  of  combining 
constitutional  with  local  treatment:  whereas  Mr.  Leadam  ap- 
pears to  think  that  he  considers  the  local  alone  sufficient.  In 
a  foot-note  Mr.  Leadam  observes  that  certain  remedies,  which 
he  believes  to  be  the  most  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  chronic 
metritis,  &c.,  were  only  employed  a  very  few  times  by  Dr.  M., 
and  evidently  infers  that  this  may  account  for  his  want  of 
success,  but  Mr.  Leadam  has  overlooked  the  fact  that  Dr. 
Madden  expressly  states  that  he  only  noted  down  in  his  sche- 
dule the  remedies  which  did  good.  We  had,  however,  the 
curiosity  to  enquire  from  himself  the  frequency  with  which 
lycopod.,  hepar  aulph.  and  calendula,  were  used,  and  he 
informs  us  that  on  cursorily  glancing  over  the  original  notes  of 
the  180  cases  reported,  he  found  fyc.  had  been  given  to  26, 
at  different  times  and  in  different  potencies;  iepar  to  12;  calen- 
dula he  had  not  used,  its  value  in  uterine  diseases,  especially  as 
a  local  remedy,  having  been  first  mentioned  to  him  at  the 
Cheltenham  Congress  by  Mr.  Blake,  and  he  adds :  **  since  that 
time  I  have  never  once  required  to  employ  local  escharotics : 
calendula  properly  used  has  hitherto  served  the  purpose  fully 
as  well,  and  often  much  better ;"  thus  demonstrating,  we  think, 
that  Dr.  M.  has  no  peculiar  prejudices  in  favor  of  escharotics, 
but  merely  a  desire  to  employ  such  means  as  he  finds  most 
efficacious.  At  pp.  254-5,  Mr.  Leadam  describes  certain  cases 
of  ulceration  of  die  os,  wherein  he  remarks :  "  Such  examples 
usually  turn  out  to  be  connected  with  malignant  induration  of 
the  OS  and  cervix.     They  heal  up  very  kindly  under  homcBO- 


666  Reviews, 

pathio  treotanent,  evea  though  the  induration  remains  for  a 
time."  Now  we  believe  Mr.  Leadam  would  do  a  great  service 
to  many  of  our  brethren  if  he  would  publish  a  series  of  such 
cases  treated  successfully  by  him,  it  being  essential  however  that 
they  should  have  been  eauunined  again  and  again  by  the 
qieculum,  so  that  the  results  may  have  been  verified)  and  not 
merely  conjectured  on  account  of  the  cessation  of  pain,  dis- 
charges and  the  like,  which  we  know  may  all  go  off  while  the 
ulcer  itself  remains  unchanged.  PArt  IV  contains  some  excel- 
lent remarks  on  Chloroform,  and  its  application  during  partu- 
rition, which  well  merit  serious  Attention  by  those  engaged  in 
midwifery  practice.  We  have  already  extended  our  notice  of 
this  work  so  far  that  we  can  afford  space  for  very  few  remarks 
on  Part  V. — ''The  Management  and  diseases  of  Infancy  and  early 
Childhood."  We  are  not  satisfied  with  his  account  of  hydroce- 
phalus ;  he  does  not  distinguish  between  the  tubercular  and  the 
other  varieties  of  this  disease,  and  yet  it  is  of  immense  impor- 
tance, as  we  have  never  yet  met  with  a  case  of  true  tubercular 
hydrocephalus  which  has  yielded  to  treatment ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  disease  has  proved  invariably  fatal  under  every  variety  of 
treatment.  In  the  last  page  of  the  book  we  have  a  very  curious 
statement  Mr.  Leadam  informs  us  that  ^'the  treatment  of 
porrigo  favosa  is  a  triumph  for  homoeopathy,"  and  that "  in  almost 
all  eases"  sulph  6  *' persevered  in  for  some  time,  with  the 
occasional  interposition  of  a  dose  of  merourius,  will  suffice 
to  cure  the  disease."  We  should  much  like  to  know  how  many 
oases  Mr.  Leadam  has  thus  suocessfiilly  treated,  for  we  have 
certainly  met  with  several  where  not  only  sulph.  and  mere,  but 
every  other  remedy  usually  recommended  for  this  affection  have 
proved  utterly  powerless,  even  though  persevered  in  for  twelve 
or  eighteen  months.  However  we  certainly  do  cure  this  and 
other  affections  of  the  scalp  far  more  easily  and  successfully 
than  they  can  be  cured  allopathically,  nevertheless  we  confess 
we  should  scarcely  have  fixed  on  the  treatment  of  porrigo  favosa 
as  a  homoeopathic  triumph. 
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De  L'AnESTHESTE  ET  DE  L'AlffTOSTHENIE  ATT  POINT  DE  VUB 
DES  STMFTOBfES,  DE  LA  MaRCHE,  DE  L'EtIOLOGIE,  DU  DIAG- 
NOSTIC, ET  DU  TrAITEBIENT  DE  QUELQUE8  AFFECTIONS  NER- 
VEUSES   en  GENERAL  ET  DE  L'HySTERIE   EN  PARTICULIER ; 

par  Victor  Burq,  Docteur  en  Medecine.    Paris^  1851. 

"  Nervous  affeoiioos  in  general,  and  hysteria  in  partioular/' — 
diseases  common  enough  and  puzzling  enough  for  the  doctor 
— we  should  certainly  feel  much  indebted  to  any  one  who  could 
throw  light  upon  the  pathology  of  such  troublesome  affections 
and  facilitate  their  cure.  This  is  what  Dr.  Burq  professes  to  do 
in  his  Essay,  and  we  shall  at  once  proceed  to  examine  the 
claims  his  system  has  to  our  confidence ;  and  this  we  do  the 
more  willingly,  as  we  well  know  that  with  all  the  superiority  of 
our  homoeopathic  method  of  treatment,  and  notwithstanding  that 
our  adversaries  are  continually  alleging  that  it  is  only  in  nervous 
and  hysterical  diseases  that  we  sometimes  do  good,  these  are 
precisely  the  class  of  patients  we  find  it  most  di£Bcult  to  treat 
successfully,  and  it  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  occurrence 
that  we  entirely  fail  in  all  our  efforts  to  cure  them.  If  then  the 
system  here  revealed  should  point  out  to  us  a  better  way  of 
treating  such  affections,  we  shall  give  it  a  most  oordial  welcome. 
Our  adversaries,  who  have  always  been  abusing  us  for  being 
globulists,  have  recently  discovered  another  weighty  reason  for 
vilifying  us,  namely,  that  we  do  not  always  stick  entirely  to 
globules  in  our  treatment,  but  that  we  occasionally  form  an 
unhallowed  alliance  with  hydropathy,  animal  magnetism,  and 
every  other  heretical  system.  This  they  bring  forward  as  a 
proof  of  our  moral  turpitude  and  dishonesty,  forgetting  that  as 
medical  men  we  are  pledged  to  do  what  we  consider  best  for 
our  patients,  in  order  to  restore  them  to  health,  and  that  the 
best  thing  to  do  for  this  end  is  not  always  the  giving  of  physic, 
nay,  that  even  the  total  abstinence  from  drugs  of  all  kinds  is  some- 
times the  best  treatment  we  can  adopt.  When  however  we  deem 
it  requisite  to  give  medicine,  we  hold  that  the  best  system  to  go 
by  is  the  homoeopathic ;  but  we  are  no  more  bound  to  give 
physic  to  every  patient  that  applies  to  us  than  are  our  oppo- 
nents, that  in  short,  besides  being  homoeopathists,  we  are  phy- 
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siciaDS — JSeilM^tier,  healiol^  ^tiate^  aathe  6teiman8  express 
it,  Acoordingly  we  are  eyer  ready  to  enquire  into  eFerj  new 
method  that  promisee  relief  to  auffeiing,  pnmded  it  does  not 
ooQsist  in  an  administxation  of  drugs  on  anj  other  than  the 
homceopatbic  principle,  :«rhich  we  know  to  be  the  bast,  and  we 
are  equally  ready  ta  adopt  snob  system  should  it  fulfil  its  pn»- 
mises.  The  oircumstanoe  of  our  so  noting  haa^  we  beUeye,  the 
effect  of  prejudicing  the  minds  of  old-sehool  practitioners -against 
each  Buooessive  new  system,  whioh  they  find  invariably  to  foim 
an  alliance  with  that  tremendous  quaokery^-^homcBc^athy. 

But  to  our  subject.  Our  author  having  hnig  made  a  study 
of  nervous  diseases,  discovered  certain  constant  phenomena 
connected  with  them,  which  led  him  to  invent  a  mode  of  treat* 
ment  as  novel  as  it  is  ingenious^  provided  it  be  snccessdul, 
whioh  we  oan  scarcely  doubt  it  is  in  many  cases,  firom  what  we^ 
have  ourselves  witnessed  of  ita  offeels,  and  firom  the  testimoBy 
of  several  distinguished  Frennh  physicians*  Wediall  give  a 
brief  resume  of  the  author's  physiologiGal.  and  pathologidal 
views,  and  describe  his  new  tben^utic  applianoes  as  succinetl;^ 
as  possible,  premising  that  in  this  as  in  other  cases  the  fiietB; 
must  be  considered  independently  of  the  theory,  whioh  is 
usually  but  a  peg  to  hang  the  facts  on,  and  may  be  correct 
or  not  without  detracting  from  the  value  of  the  latter^  This ' 
may  seem,  as  indeed  it  is»  a  truism,  atiU  it  is  a  tniih  that  is  too 
often  overlooked,  for  it  is  by  no  means  rare  to  find  persons 
deluding  themselves  with  the  idea  that  they  have  completely 
disposed  of  a  series  of  feuita,  when  they  have  suooaeded  m 
proving  the  inicorrectn^ss  of  the  theory  on  whioh  these  faots  had 
for  the  nonce  b^en  strung. 

Our  aa^r  distingaishea  two  kinds  of  sensibilil^'^-sciiaibility 
to  touch>  and  s^osibility  to  pain*  Deficiency  or  absencC'Of  the 
former  he  oaila  i.a^BHiffsia,  of  the  latter  mmlgesia.  These 
deficiencies  of  sensihiUty,  when  tbey  occur  as  a  symptom  of 
nervous  diseases,  alwayi^  move^rcun  the  more;  supeTfi)eial.tothe' 
deeper-seated  parts.  Unless  they  are  general  they  usually  do  not' 
involve  a  large  continuous  surface,  Imt  leavls  eertsitt  portioiis  hete 
and.  there  that  are  completely  sensible,  and  sometimes:  even 'move 
so  than  ordinary.  Anesthesia  and  analgesia  a»  morbid  symptoiai' 
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are  most  fireqneiitly'^rat  xnet'^tb'  in  the'  superior  extrexnitiet, 
eflpecially  the  extemtl  surface  of  the  fbrearm,  lass  frequently 
on  the  inferior  extremities,  and  rarely  primarily  on  the  tmnk ; 
bat  afterwards  they  may  a£Peot  every  sensitive  sorfaee  of  the 
body,  including  the  muoous  membranes.  Anastbesia  is  gene- 
rally accompanied  by  diminution  of  temperature,  abundant 
transpiration,  and  diminution-  of  the  superficial  circulation. 

The  modes  of  testing  the  existence  of  these  defects  of  sensi- 
bility parsued  by  our  author  are  by  pinching  the  skin,  or 
pricking  it  with  a  very  fine  needle. 

Another  phenomenon  accompanying  nervous  diseases  is  a 
diminution  of  musoular  ferce,  which  our  author  tests  by  means 
of  a  peculiar  dynamometer.  When  the  muscular  force  is, 
relatively  to  the  size  and  oonsistence  of  the  muscles,  below  the 
natural  standard,  there  exists  that  state  called  by  the  author 
amyo9thenia.  Amyosthenia  usually  commences  before  anees- 
thesia,  and  often  appears  first  in  the  inferior  extremities. 

Our  author  divides  nervoges,  or  nervous  diseases,  into  two 
classes.  1.  Those  which  do  not  seem  to  present  any  constant 
phenomena  of  anesthesia  or  amyosthenia^  such  as  epilepsy  and 
ofaorea,  and  these  he  does  not  consider  suitable  for  his  peculiar 
treatment  2.  Those  which  present  constant  phenomena  of 
this  character,  such  as  hysteria,  hypochondriasis,  and  some 
neuralgias;  these  he  considers  amenable  to  his  method.  Hys-' 
teria  is  the  affection  to  which  our  author  has  chiefly  directed 
his  attention.  This  disease  he  alleges  is  always  accompanied 
by  a  diminution  of  s^isibility  or  muscular  fon^e,  or  both.  He 
considers  these  phenomena  as  the  pulse  of  hysteria,  which  the 
physician  should  never  neglect  to  feel.  He  holds  that  they  are 
the  touch-stone  of  the  disease,  placed  there  to  indicate  the 
means  for  its  cure,  and  that  almost  all  the  treatment  necessary 
for  effecting  the  cure  of  hysteria,  is  to  find  an  agent  capable  of 
entirely  removing  the  aneesthesia  and  the  amyosthenia,  and  of 
restoring  the  sensibility  and  musoular  power  to  their  normal 
state. 

Dr.  Burq  imagines  diseases  of  this  class  to  be  dependent  on 
a  diminii^ed  conducting  power  of  the  sensific  and  motor  nerves, 
wberd>y  the  nervous  influence  or  fluid  is  not  conteyed  equally 
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to  all  parts  of  the  body ;  and  on  thit  is  founded  his  treatment, 
which  consists  in  the  application  of  metallio  conductors  or 
plates  to  yarious  parts  of  the  body>  whereby  he  supposes  the 
nervous  fluid  or  force  to  be  conducted  to  those  parts  where  it 
is  defectiye.  Accordingly  on  the  application  of  a  saitable 
metallio  plate  or  conductor  to  the  aneesthesic  or  amyosthenic 
limb,  in  the  course  of  a  period  varying  from  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  to  two  or  three  hours^  the  sensibility  and  muscular  power 
are  restored  to  a  considerable  extent,  often  completely.  He 
found  however  in  his  experiments  that  the  same  metals  do  not 
produce  these  beneficial  effects  in  all  individuals.  Thus  one 
will  be  acted  on  by  conductors  of  brass,  whereas  another  k 
quite  insensible  to  the  action  of  that  metal,  but  displays  a  per- 
fect sensibility  to  steel ;  another  is  acted  on  by  silver  only,  a 
fourth  by  gold.  He  likewise  noticed  that  l^e  pure  metals 
rarely  if  ever  produced  any  effect,  and  that  to  obtain  the  desired 
action  it  was  requisite  to  use  alloys  or  mixed  metals.  He  also 
found  that  highly  polished  metals  produced  no  effect  That  the 
action  of  the  metal  was  not  of  a  magnetic  or  electric  character 
he  discovered  by  observing  that  it  often  acted  quite  well  through 
silk,  and  that  its  beneficial  effect  was  immediately  suspended 
by  a  weak  stream  of  electricity  or  magnetism. 

If  the  metallic  plates  that  at  first  shewed  a  beneficial  influ- 
ence by  restoring  sensibility  and  muscular  power  be  left  on  too 
long,  they  will  cause  a  diminution  of  both  these,  therefore  it  is 
important  to  watch  their  effects,  and,  on  the  first  signs  of  a 
cessation  of  their  beneficial  action  appearing,  to  remove  them. 
It  rarely  happens  that  the  metal  that  did  good  at  first,  ceases  to 
have  a  beneficial  action,  but  when  this  is  the  case  it  will  be 
found  that  some  other  metal  may  be  substituted  with  advan- 
tage. He  found  that  persons  susceptible  to  the  action  of  copper 
or  brass,  were  invariably  liable  to  be  affected  by  animal  mag- 
netism. 

Dr.  Burq's  mode  of  procedure  in  the  case  of  a  hysterical 
patient  is  as  follows.  He  ascertains  by  means  of  pinching  and 
pricking  if  the  skin  be  not  more  than  usually  insensible  in  some 
part,  and  by  means  of  his  dynamometer,  if  the  muscular  force 
be  not  below  the  normal  standard,  and  having  discovered,  let 
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na  suppose,  that  snob  is  tbe  case,  be  applies  bis  inetalHo  plates 
BDccessively  nntil  he  disoovers  wbich  metal  it  is  that  removes 
the  insensibility  and  restores  the  mnsenlar  power.  In  order  to 
arrire  more  quickly  at  a  oouolusion  on  this  point,  snpposing  he 
finds  that  both  arms  are  defective  in  aeosibilitf,  he  applies  one 
metal  to  one  and  anoUier  to  tbe  other,  or  he  applies  a  difTerent 
metal  to  each  finger,  and  by  means  of  a  needle  he  soon  ascertains 
which  metal  has  the  power  of  restoring  the  sensibility.  Having 
discovered  this  he  places  what  he  calls  an  armature  of  tbe  metal 
indicated  upon  the  patient,  consisting  of  one  or  more  plates  of 
the  metal  on  each  limb,  and  occasionally  on  other  parta  of  the 
body,  or  on  tbe  bead.  These  he  leaves  for  a  greater  or  less 
time,  according  to  the  efTecta  produced,  but  generally  daring 
the  night  when  the  patient  is  asleep. 

Tbe  following  table  shews  the  frequenoy  with  which  the 
various  metals  acted  upon  fifty-five  hyeterioal  patients. 

The  re- establishment  of  sensation  and  muscnl&r  power  took 
place  rapidly  and  completely 
Id  36,  by  copper. 
Id    7,  by  ateel. 
In    3,  by  Hlver,  2i)d  alloy. 
In    1,  by  Mlver,  Ut  alloy. 
Id    2,  by  gold,  Sod  alloy. 
In    8,  copper  did  not  act,  or  only  elowly. 
In   2,  (paraplegia)  steel  only  acted  on  the  sensatioa. 
In   8,  (four  of  theni  being  paraplegics,  or  hemiplegica,)  copper  had 
DO  action  ;  neitber  had  gold,  ulver,  steel  nor  platinum. 
Of  12  women  affected  with  nervous  paralysis,  hysterical  or 
other,  the  duration  of  which  varied  irom  one  month  to  one  or 
more  years — 2  were  cured  by  copper,  3  by  steel,  1  by  the  2nd 
alloy  of  silver,  and  a  relapBe  that  she  had,  by  bell-metal,  2  were 
ameliorated  by  copper,   1  only  felt  transitory  efibcts  from  its 
use,  and  2  experienced  no  benefit,  though  one  of  Uiem  became 
quite  sensitive  under  steel. 

We  should  like  to  give  a  few  specimms  of  the  cases  treated 
by  Dr.  Burq,  but  have  not  room  for  more  than  one. 

A  country  girl  came  into  the  hospital  on  the  27th  of  August 
184S,  Jbr  a  complete  nervous  paraplegia  with  amenorrfacBa  and  hys- 
terical coDvulaooa.  In  March  1850,  in  apite  of  varioui  modes  of 
treatment  to  which  she  had  been  subjected,  she  was  scarcely  ever 
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able  to  rise  fiom  her  bedL  She  had  ookf  onoe  meastantated,  m  Jam- 
wry  1849,  except  a  very  atigfat  Aaw  at  two  di£feraiii  pmods  anh- 
aequently,  but  then  ecazcely  eoou^  to  qpot  her  UneQ.  On  the  2Srd 
of  March,  Dr.  Burq  examined  her  and  found  nMMithffiii,  which  was 
rapidly  removed  by  copper.  On  the  25th  she  had  an  armature 
applied  for  from  8  to  10  hours ;  the  same  on  the  26th,  28th,  and 
29th.  On  the  27th  she  was  so  much  fatigued  as  to  be  unable  to 
bear  the  treatment.  Such  was  the  n4;>idity  of  the  action  of  the 
metal,  that  the  menses  appeared  on  the  28th,  eight  days  before  the 
time  when  they  were  thought  to  be  due,  and  they  lasted  till  the 
Slst  On  the  30th  (Easter  Sunday)  she  was  so  well  as  to  be  able 
to  go  to  church  assisted  by  one  of  her  companionB,  and  to  return  in 
the  same  way,  after  having  perfonned  her  part  in  the  ceremonies  of 
the  grand  mass.  She  left  the  hospital  quite  well  on  the  17th  of 
June,  and  has  continued  well  ever  since. 

The  field  of  enquiry  opened  up  by  Dr.  Burq's  observations  is 
certainly  interesting,  and  we  trust  he  will  continue  his  investiga- 
lions.  His  theory  is  not  destitute  of  plausibility,  and  the  CmHs 
he  adduces  are  testified  to  by  soma  of  the  most  eminent  profes- 
sors of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris. 

One  important  practical  point  communioated  to  ns  by  Dr. 
Burq  we  must  not  omit  to  mention.  He  has  observed  that  all 
nervous  diseases  are  accompanied  by  dyspepsia  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  sometimes  so  great  as  to  cause  total  want  of  appe- 
tito,  so  that  the  patient  seems  dbsolutely  to  eat  nothing  for 
weeks  or  months.  Dyspepsia  indeed  is  the  symptom  of  which 
most  of  these  patients  oompiain^  and  on  the  other  hand  a  vast 
number  of  dyspqptio  patients  are  merely  affected  with  nervous 
diseases.  The  cause  of  these  dyspeptic  sufferings  be  attributes 
chiefly  to  sedoitary  occupation,  want  of  exercise,  &o.  whereby 
the  equilibrium  of  the  nervous  influence  is  disturbed,  end  while 
an  undue  amount  of  nervous  force  is  oonoentrated  at  the  sto- 
mach (and  brain,  giving  rise  to  nervous  and  dyspeptic  head- 
aches), the  extremities  become  deprived  of  their  proper  shsre,  as 
shewn  by  the  loss  of  sensibility  and  muscular  power.  When 
by  the  application  of  the  appropriate  metallic  plates  the  sensi- 
bility and  muscular  force  are  re-established  in  the  extremities, 
the  dyspeptic  symptoms  immediatoly  cease ;  but  if  before  the 
cure  is  complete  the  treatment  is  discontinued,  along  with  the 
insensibility  and  debility  the  dyq>eptio  symptoms  immediately 
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retnrn.  This,  if  autheDtio,  which  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  is  a  fiMst  no  leas  important  than  oarions,  and  aubver- 
sive  of  the  ordinary  viewa  that  woold  ascribe  all  the  debility  and 
nervouB  symptoms  to  a  primary  derangement  of  the  stomach 
itself 


The  Prevention  and  Cure  of  many  Chronic  Diseases 
BY  Movements,  by  M.  Both,  M.D.  London,  J.  Churchill, 
1851. 

The  system  of  which  we  formeriy  gave  a  brief  notice  under  the 
name  of  kinesipathy  has  found  an  able  exponent  in  Dr.  Both, 
who  in  the  above  work  treats  of  the  subject  in  extenso,  and 
describes  the  whole  system  of  ling  with  the  greatest  minute- 
ness of  detail.  As  his  descriptions  are  accompanied  by  dia- 
grams illustrative  of  the  various  movements,  active  and  passive, 
and  the  postures  employed  in  this  useftil  and  effectual  system,  even 
those  who  never  have  witnessed  anything  of  the  practice  will  be 
enabled  with  this  as  thehr  manual  to  apply  to  practice  a  system 
whose  value  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  examined  it.  We 
have  not  space  to  give  more  than  a  brief  notice  of  this  interest- 
ing and  valuable  woric,  which  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
attention  of  our  colleagues,  as  we  feel  convinced  that  Ling's 
system  is  the  only  rational  system  of  gymnastics,  and  we  have 
little  doubt  that  it  will  ere  long  be  recognised  as  such  in  every 
country  of  Europe,  and  we  trust  to  see  institutioDS  similar  U> 
those  in  Sweden  established  for  the  purpose  of  practising  and 
teaching  both  the  pedagogical  and  therapeutic  exercises  and 
movements  first  systematized  by  Ling.  Dr.  Both's  is  the  first 
work  that  has  appeared  in  England  which  gives  sa  clear  and 
lucid  account  of  the  practice,  and  we  hail  its  q9pearaaoe  with 
great  satisfaction.  The  novel  practices  this  system  enjoins, 
demand  a  novel  nomenclature  to  designate  them,  and  this 
difficulty  Dr.  Both  hss  overcome  without  departing  firom  the 
English  idiom,  and  without  sacrificing  plainness  and  accuracy 
to  the  fancied  elegance  which  recourse  to  Greek  compounds 
give. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Demonstration  of  the  Physical  Action  of  Homoeopathic  Remedies. 

Dr.  Madden  of  Brighton  in  a  letter  dated  the  6th  September  informs  us 
that  he  is  at  present  occupied  with  a  series  of  ezperimentB,  which,  though 
still  incomplete,  he  considers  of  great  importance  to  homoeopathy,  in 
which  opinion  we  fally  agree  with  him,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  laying 
the  following  extract  of  his  letter  before  our  readers.  He  commences  by 
saying: 

"  1,  That  I  can  now  render  evident  to  the  senses  the  action  of  our 
remedies  even  at  the  highest  potencies:  2,  That  I  can  demonstrate 
physically  the  truth  of  the  fiomaopatltic  law:  and  Srd,  That  I  can 
prove  the  action  of  our  remedies  to  be,  in  a  certain  sense,  totally  indepen- 
dent of  quantity, 

**  I  must,  however,  give  you  a  brief  history  of  what  has  led  to  this  dis- 
covery. A  gentleman  of  eminent  scientific  accomplishments  in  this  town, 
Mr.  Rutter  of  Black  Rock,  has  recently  invented  a  Magnetoscope,  of 
extreme  delicacy,  capable  of  indicating  the  existence  and  modifications  of 
magnetic  currents  in  the  human  body.  About  three  weeks  or  a  month 
ago  he  showed  me  this  instrument  as  a  matter  of  scientific  curiosity,  and 
he  at  the  same  time  showed  me  the  extreme  susceptibility  to  modifications 
which  the  currents  in  our  body  possess.  I  at  once  saw  the  poesibDity 
of  being  thus  able  to  demonstrate  on  this  instrument  the  presence  and 
action  of  our  remedies.  As  Mr.  Rutter  is,  I  hope,  about  to  publish  an 
account  of  his  most  valuable  discovery,  together  with  a  series  of  experi-  ^ 
ments,  opening  up  an  entirely  new  field  in  magnetic  science,  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  describe  his  machine,  but  may  just  state  that  the  indicator 
IS  in  the  form  of  a  pendulum,  the  weight  of  which  is  capable  not  only  of 
oscillating  but  of  revolving  in  all  directions,  forming  circles,  ellipses,  &c. 
Now  Mr.  Rutter  has  proved  that  when  the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  the 
right  hand  of  the  operator  are  placed  in  contact  with  the  fixed  part  of  the 
machine  the  pendulum  is  set  in  motion  in  a  circle  from  left  to  right — this 
he  teims  the  normal  or  direct  current  Various  circumstances,  however, 
are  capable  of  altering  and  modifying  this  current,  producing  reverse  cir- 
cular motion,  i,  e,,  from  right  to  left,  or  direct  oscillation,  viz.,  in  a 
straight  line  to  and  from  the  hand  of  the  operator,  or  transverse  oscilla- 
tion, viz.,  at  right  angles  to  the  operator's  hand ;  in  addition  to  which 
there  are  oscillations  for  every  point  of  the  compass,  and  elliptical  motions 
in  every  different  direction  with  direct  and  reverse  currents,  and  be  it 
remembered  every  one  of  these  are  constant  under  similar  circumstances, 
and  can  of  course  be  repeated  at  pleasure.    I  may  add  that  the  instm* 
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meDt  18  80  constructed  that  the  operator  cannot  voluntarily  produce  any 
action  on  the  pendulum  as  he  only  touches  a  firmly  fixed  part  of  it.  I  com- 
menced my  experiments  with  very  low  dilutions,  viz.,  those  in  which  the 
remedy  was  easily  detectable  by  physical  or  chemical  means,  and  I  find  tliat 
every  remedy  which  I  have  tried  (about  20  as  yet)  acts  powerfully  on  those 
normal  currents  producing  numerous  and  characteristic  modifications  there- 
of. The  mode  of  experimenting  is  as  follows :  The  operator  touches  the 
fixed  part  of  the  Magnetoscope  with  the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  his  right 
hand,  and  when  the  normal  motion  is  fully  set  op,  I  place  a  small  portion 
of  the  medicine  on  the  back  of  his  left  hand,  and  watch  the  result ;  in 
every  instance  the  action  has  been  almost  instantaneously  visible.  I  once 
tried  putting  the  medicine  on  the  tongue,  but  one  globule  of  Sepia  13 
altered  the  normal  motion,  and  retained  it  in  its  altered  condition  for  fully 
two  hours,  80  that  it  was  far  too  serious  a  loss  of  time  to  proceed  in  that 
way.  To  avoid  error  I  tried  the  effects  of  pure  saccfiarum  laciis,  and  of 
the  unmedicated  globules,  so  as  to  be  satisfied  that  the  effects  produced 
were  dependent  solely  on  the  medicine.  In  proof  therefore  of  my  first 
proposition  I  may  mention  that  every  remedy  I  have  yet  tried,  and  they 
have  been  mineral,  vegetable  and  animal,  manifestly  affects  the  normal 
magnetic  currents  now  proved  to  exist  in  our  bodies,  and  this  effect  is  just 
as  readily  produced  by  globules  of  the  6th,  12th  and  dOth  potencies  as  by 
the  lowest  trituration.  In  proof  of  my  third  proposition,  viz.,  that,  in  a 
certain  sense,  the  action  of  our  remedies  is  altogether  independent  of 
quantity,  and  I  may  state  that  sulphur  O,  sulph,  5,  and  sulphur  80, 
affect  the  current  equally  rapidly,  in  precisely  the  same  manner  and  with- 
out any  detectable  difference  of  force.  But  the  most  beautiful  experiment 
I  have  yet  performed  is  the  rendering  visible  homceopathie  action.  Tot 
this  purpose  I  arranged  the  following  experiments:  1,  I  tried  mercurius 
'  in  the  usual  way,  and  found  that  it  reversed  the  normal  current :  2,  I 
tested  bismuth,  and  found  that  it  likewise  reversed  the  current :  I  then 
got  the  operator  to  touch  the  Magnetoscope  and  set  up  the  normal 
current,  having  done  so,  I  placed  some  bismuth  1st  trit,  on  the  back  of 
his  left  hand,  which  as  formerly  reversed  the  current,  and  then  with  the 
current  fully  reversed  I  placed  on  the  same  hand  (the  left)  some  mercurius 
Srd  dec*  trit,  and  the  current  at  once  became  unsteady  and  within  a 
minute  returned  to  its  normal  direction,  thus  showing  that  two  substances 
dissimilar  to  each  other,  but  each  equaUy  capable  of  reversing  tlie 
current,  mutually  destroy  each  other^s  effects,  and  accordingly  the  nor- 
mal current  is  restored:  4,  To  complete  the  series  I  performed  the 
following  experiment : — I  must  premise  however  that  the  machine  is  capa- 
ble of  being  used  in  two  states,  which  may  be  termed  active  and  passive : 
in  the  active  condition,  which  is  the  one  I  have  hitherto  referred  to,  a  nor- 
mal circular  current  from  left  to  right  is  produced  by  contact :  in  the 
passive  condition  however  no  current  is  normally  produced,  but  can  be 

2x2 
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made  to  occur  by  placing,  either  on  the  operator's  hand,  or  on  a  certain 
part  of  the  instrument,  any  substance  capable  of  producing  magnetic 
currents  in  the  human  body.  In  the  experiment  now  to  be  related,  I 
employed  the  machine  in  its  poMwe  state,  and  having  first  proved  that  all 
was  right,  by  the  operator  holding  the  instrument,  and  observing  that  no 
current  was  produced,  I  applied  some  mercunus  to  the  instrument,  which 
at  once  set  up  the  characteristic  reverse  current ;  I  then  placed  another 
portion  of  mercurius  on  the  operator's  hand,  and  the  eflTect  was  somewhat 
to  increase  the  force  of  the  current,  but  in  no  other  way  did  it  modify  it. 
Once  more  I  removed  the  Mercurius  from  the  operator's  hand,  but  left  the 
portion  on  the  machine,  the  reverse  current  of  course  continued,  and  then 
applied  to  his  hand  a  substance  capable  of  producing  a  reverse  current, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  pendulum  speedily  came  to  a  dead  stop— the 
normal  condition  in  the  passive  state  of  the  instrument 

I  cannot  do  more  than  thus  hint  at  the  results  at  present ;  I  am  how- 
ever devising  an  extensive  series  of  experiments,  the  result  of  which  I  shall 
have  much  pleasure  in  communicating.  The  subject  however  is  a  very 
large  one,  and  will  require  many  months  to  develope ;  I  did  not  therefore 
feel  myself  warranted  in  withholding  the  above  information  finom  my  col- 
leagues, and  I  need  scarcely  add  that  if  any  of  them  choose  to  pay  me  a 
vbit  they  shall  see  with  their  own  eyes  wlmt  I  have  just  detailed.  One 
thing  I  must  guard  you  against,  do  not  suppose  that  I  have  concluded 
from  the  above  results  that  the  action  of  our  remedies  is  itself  magnetic ; 
not  so.  I  do  not  see  any  proof  whatever  of  such  a  thing.  It  certainly 
demonstrates  that  they  possess  the  power  of  altering  the  magnetic  currents 
in  the  human  body,  and  it  further  proves  that  these  currents  are  subject 
to  the  homoeopathic  law ;  but  I  have  no  proof  as  yet  that  disease  consists 
in  an  alteration  of  these  currents,  and  until  this  is  demonstrated  the  thera- 
peutic action  of  our  remedies  cannot  be  shown  to  have  any  direct  connec- 
tion with  their  magnetic  power." 

We  trust  Dr.  Madden  will  pursue  these  investigations,  which  even  in 
their  present  state  are  so  interesting  to  the  homoeopathist,  and  which  we 
have  no  doubt  will  be  productive  of  important  results. 


HOMCEOPATHIC    INTELUQENCE. 


ffomoeopatluc  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania, 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  our  readers  the  following 
Extract  from  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  this  vigorous  and  flourishing 
University.  It  will  be  seen  by  it,  what  an  elective  system  of  instruction 
is  there  given  to  the  students ;  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to  observe  the  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  graduates.    The  number  of  students  in  1850-1 
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was  70,  and  the  UDinber  of  grodDates  29,  Among  the  latter  were  Dr. 
,  Laurie  of  London,  and  Mr.  McDowell  of  Manchester.  The  example  thej 
have  set  may  be  fuUowed  b;  those  who  are  refaeed  their  legidmate  hoooun 
in  their  Qative  TTni vers! ties. 

"  A  more  full  and  complete  course  of  instruction  is  given  in  this  Institu- 
tion than  is  usual  in  other  medical  colleges.  The  endeavour  will  be  made 
by  the  teachers  to  present  the  different  objects  of  study  in  a  manner  to 
sustain  attention ;  and  this  is  the  more  eawly  accomplished  in  consequence 
of  the  highly  philosophical  and  comprehensive  law  of  homoeopathy  impart- 
ing a  sUmulus  to  more  minute  and  scientific  research.  This  deeper  interest 
is  elicited  not  only  from  witnessing  the  effects  of  minute  doees  of  medicinal 
atoms  upon  the  animal  economy,  but  from  tlie  fact  that  many  of  the  recent 
developments  in  Tarious  branches  of  science,  reveal  phenomena  as  the  re- 
suliB  of  causes  either  very  attenuate  or  even  inappreciable,  excepting  ia 
their  effects. 

"  The  law  of  ntmU  leading  to  a  closer  approximation  of  the  causes  of 
phenomena,  and  their  more  rigid  observation,  and  thence  to  their  more' 
ready  solution,  infuses  into  the  teachings  of  all  the  branches  of  medicine 
an  extraordinary  interest 

"  The  Professor  of  Biology  and  Pathology,  therefore,  will,  in  addition 
to  a  general  description  of  healthy  and  diseased  function,  demonstrate  the 
minute  structure  of  organs  and  tissues,  their  peculiarities  as  exhibited  in 
health  and  in  disease,  and  explain  those  differences  of  sensation  which  are 
expressive  not  only  of  the  nature  of  the  morbid  action  but  of  the  kind  of 
structure  affected  ;  thereby  ohtaining  the  indications  for  the  remedial  mea- 
sures to  be  adopted. 

"From  the  Chair  of  Anatomy,  instructions  will  be  given  both  of  a 
general  and  special  nature — those  parts  will  be  particularly  dwelt  upon> 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  which  is  necessary  for  a  successful  surgical 
practice.  When  upon  the  distinctive  characters  of  structure,  for  example, 
upon  the  tiseues  or  cerebro-spinal  system,  opportunities  will  be  afforded 
for  remark  upon  phenomena  connected  with  an  abnormal  condition  of  such 
parts  and  their  specific  therapeutical  indications. 

"  Throughout  the  course  of  lectures  upon  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics, there  will  be  pointed  out  the  relative  value  of  medicinal  symp- 
toms, as  well  as  snoh  as  are  characteristic ;  likewise,  those  diagnostic 
qualities  by  which  to  select  from  numerous  medicinal  symptoms  apparently 
corresponding  with  those  presented  in  disease,  the  properly  adapted  medi- 
cine. All  the  facts  necessary  to  be  known  in  the  histtH?  of  plants  in  tbdi 
(annexion  with  medicinal  properties ;  the  parts  used,  the  cantions  to  be 
observed,  and  the  means  to  be  employed  in  tbeir  preparation,  will  be  Ailljr 
explained.  Similar  instruction  will  be  given  in  relation  to  the  articke 
obtained  from  the  animal  and  mineral  kingdoms. 

"  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Chair  of  Homoeopathic  Institntes  and  Piae- 
tice  of  Medicine  to  expound  the  law  of  rimilia  rin^Iibiu  evratUur;  to 


678  Homeopathic  Intelligence. 

divest  it  of  all  hypothetical  embanraBsment,  and  preaent  it  in  its  aiinple, 
aody  therefore,  in  its  most  forcible  aspect  as  a  great  law  of  nature.  To 
explain,  also,  the  rules  of  its  application ;  and  in  further  confirmation  of 
its  truth,  show  how  it  adapts  itself  to  every  modification  of  morbid  action. 
The  histories  of  disease  will  be  succinctly  given ;  but  to  their  s3rinptom8y 
diagnosis,  and  prognosis,  and  especially  to  their  treatmentp  the  most  minute 
directions  will  be  bestowed. 

''  It  will  be  the  province  of  the  Clinical  Instructor  to  teach  the  proper 
mode  of  examining  patients  with  a  view  to  the  most  correct  appreciation 
of  their  condition,  and  to  designate  the  appropriate  means  of  relief.  An 
important  part  of  these  examinations,  in  a  very  great  number  of  cases,  is 
auscultation  ;  the  knowledge  of  which  is  indispensable  to  correct  diagnoeiay 
prognosis,  and  treatment.  To  this  Chair  belongs  likewise  instructions  in 
regimen,  clothing,  ventilation,  and  such  other  circumstances  which  not 
only  aid  nature  in  her  restorative  efforts,  but  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  favourable  action  of  medicinal  agents. 

*  '<  The  course  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  will  be  full  and  complete. 
This  branch  of  science  when  studied  specially  as  an  aid  to  medical  prac- 
tice is  invested  with  additional  interest  to  the  homoeopathic  student.  In 
which  relation  much  greater  nicety  and  precision  are  required  in  the  pre- 
paration of  medicinal  agents.  The  interest  is  likewise  increased  from  the 
striking  analogous  facts  which  this  science  furnishes  in  support  of  the  law 
of  similiay  in  the  minute  division  of  atoms  as  detected  by  chemical  tests, 
and  in  the  wonderful  phenomena  effected  by  agents  which  are  possessed  of 
neither  weight,  volume,  nor  colour,  viz. :  light,  heat,  and  electricity. 

''  The  teachings  of  the  Chair  of  Surgery  will  be  in  accordance  with  the 
great  reform  which  the  Homoeopathic  principle  has  wrought  in  all  other 
branches  of  medical  science.  By  its  influence  the  field  of  Medico-Surgery 
is  completely  reformed  and  enlarged,  and  the  surgeon  is  enabled  to  relieve 
without  resort  to  painful  operations  many  diseases  which  were  formerly- 
surrendered  to  the  knife.  But,  as  all  operations  performed  may  again  be 
necessary,  and  as  many  of  the  subjects  of  accident  or  disease  can  be  re- 
lieved only  by  surgical  contrivances  or  operations,  they  will  be  taught  in 
all  their  minutisB  by  this  Chair.  The  most  approved  methods  of  operating 
will  be  shown  upon  the  subject,  or  illustrated  by  models,  &c.,  and  when 
opportunity  offers,  on  the  patients  before  the  class. 

**  The  female  sex  is  subject  to  many  and  varied  ailments.  Whilst  the 
peculiarity  of  her  organization  renders  her  more  obnoxious  to  disease,  it 
for  the  same  reason  causes  a  greater  susceptibility  to  medicinal  action.  In 
no  branch  of  medicine  is  the  power  of  homoeopathy  more  frequentiy  and 
strikingly  witnessed  than  throughout  the  entire  range  of  the  diseases  of 
females.  The  period  of  utero-gestation,  which,  under  alloeopathic  man- 
agement, may,  with  truth,  be  regarded  as  a  pathological  condition,  under 
homoeopathic  guidance  is  what  nature  designed,  a  physiological  process. 
In  the  diseases  of  the  puerperal  state,  as  well  as  those  occurring  daring 
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lactatioii,  homoeopatby  exhibits  its  incomparable  saperiority.  Upon  the 
instrumental  part  of  obstetrics,  the  most  minute  instructions  will  be  giyen. 
To  the  Chair  of  Midwifery  belong  also  the  diseases  of  children ;  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  roost  serious  of  their  complaints  a  portion  of  the  coune 
will  be  devoted. 

''  The  remaining  Chair  to  be  noticed  is  that  of  Botany  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence.  As  a  necessary  adjuvant  to  Materia  Medica,  the  necessity 
of  a  knowledge  of  the  former  of  these  subjects  is  obvious.  A  large  portion 
of  our  remedial  agents  is  obtained  from  tiie  vegetable  kingdom,  and  from 
the  same  source  we  expect  to  receive,  hereafter,  many  important  acquisi- 
tions. In  addition  to  the  regular  winter  course  of  Lectures,  a  summer 
course,  given  by  the  Botanical  Professor,  affords  students,  in  rambles  over 
the  country,  a  favourable  opportunity  to  acquire  a  practical  knowledge  of 
this  subject.  To  Medical  Jurisprudence,  in  most  coUeges,  little,  if  any 
attention  is  given  ;  and  yet,  upon  its  possession  may  rest,  not  only  the 
individual  reputation  of  the  physician  for  a  proper  knowledge  of  his  pro- 
fession, but  upon  the  amount  of  such  knowledge  may  depend  also,  the 
reputation,  property,  or  even  lives  of  individuals,  who,  whether  innocent 
or  guilty,  are  arraigned  before  the  tribunals  of  justice.  The  vast  impor- 
tance of  the  law  of  simile  in  times  long  past,  had  it  been  known,  would 
afford,  were  this  the  proper  occasion,  a  curious  as  well  as  interesting  sub- 
ject for  consideration." 


TJie  Second  Annual  Congreu  ofBritith  Homaopathie  Practitioners. 

The  Congress  of  this  year  was  held  in  London  on  the  23rd  and  24th 
July,  at  No.  92,  Sackville  Street.  The  attendance  of  practitioners  was 
very  numerous,  amounting  to  upwards  of  sixty,  frx>m  various  parts  of 
Britain.  Drs.  Perry  and  Hubert,  from  Paris,  were  also  present  Dr. 
Black  was  elected  Chairman. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  by  the  report  of  the  Secretaries,  Messrs. 
Hering  and  Engall,  after  which  Dr.  Russell  read  an  address,  the  publica- 
tion of  which  in  thb  Journal  was  voted  (see  p.  659.) 

Dr.  Ozanne  next  read  a  paper  upon  medical  ethics,  especially  as  affect- 
ing the  relations  of  allopathic  and  homoeopathic  practitioners.  He  proposed 
a  series  of  resolutions,  which  after  some  discussion  were  adopted  in  the 
following  modified  form. 

''1st.  That  the  members  of  this  Congress,  being  duly  qualified  medical 
practitioners,  have  adopted  the  principle  or  law  of  Homoeopathy,  and 
have  applied  it  in  practice  after  a  careful  experimental  examination  of  its 
truth. 

''2nd.  That  being  thus  convinced  of  its  practical  value  in  the  treatment 
of  disease,  they  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  establish  hospitals  and  dispen- 
saries, for  the  double  purpose  of  relieving  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  and 
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of  affording  opportunitieB  to  the  medical  profinsion  to  obeerre  the  facts  in 
support  of  the  truth  of  this  law  and  of  its  beneficial  operation,  and  they 
wOl  continue  these  and  aU  other  legidnmte  means  of  promotiBg  its  general 
adoption,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  maniitfisted  against  it" 

Dr.  Russell  then  read  some  resolationB  that  had  been  passed  at  a 
meeting  of  homoeopathic  practitioners  held  at  York  the  day  previons, 
recommending  the  Congress  to  take  measures  for  the  protection  of 
students  who  believed  in  homoeopathy.  Dr.  Rnssell,  lifter  describing  the 
position  in  which  students  of  homoeopathy  stood  with  respect  to  the 
Universities,  and  adducing  Mr.  Pope's  ease  to  shew  the  resolution  of 
these  bodies  to  reject  candidates  suspected  of  having  a  homoeopathic  bias, 
proposed,  in  order  to  get  over  the  immediate  difficulty  which  the  proceed- 
ings of  these  bodies  would  occasion,  that  they  should  themselves  appoint 
an  examining  body,  and  propose  to  the  Homoeopathic  College  of  Pennsyl- 
vania that  it  should  grant  its  degrees  to  those  students  who  were  rejected 
by  the  licensing  bodies  of  this  country  on  account  of  their  homoeopathic 
tendencies,  aftor  passing  a  satisfactory  examination  before  this  examining 
committee  and  receiving  its  certificate. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  this  subject,  and  finally  a  com- 
mittee of  five  was  appointed  to  report  next  day  on  the  best  mode  of  aeting 
under  the  present  circumstances. 

Dr.  Russell  presented  specimens  of  the  poison  of  the  Coluber  Naja, 
which  he  invited  members  of  the  Congress  to  prove.  He  also  called  the 
attention  of  the  homoeopathic  chemists  to  the  fact,  that  the  globules  when 
sent  out  to  India  often  became  agglomerated  and  unfit  for  use. 

Dr.  Dudgeon  called  the  attention  of  the  Congress  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  J.  Bell,  which  if  passed 
in  its  present  form  would  very  much  interfere  with  future  homoeopathic 
chemists.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Dudgeon  and  Messrs.  Turner 
and  Walker,  was  appointed  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  bill  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  take  measures  for  ensuring  its  modification  or  rejection. 

At  the  second  meeting  of  the  Congress  on  the  24th  instant.  Dr.  Stommes 
read  a  paper  on  the  advantages  of  combining  the  homoeopathic  and 
hydropathic  systems  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

The  committee  appointed  at  last  meeting  presented  their  report,  in 
which  they  recommended  the  immediate  formation  of  an  association  con- 
sisting of  professional  and  non-professional  persons,  to  protect  the  interests 
of  homoeopathic  students  and  the  public.  After  some  discussion,  and  a 
little  opposition  on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the  English  Homoeopathic 
Association,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was 
resolved,  that  immediately  on  the  dissolution  of  the  Congress,  the  mem- 
bers should  form  themselves  into  an  "  Association  for  the  Protection  of 
Homoeopathic  Students  and  Practitioners." 

The  place  of  meeting  for  the  Congress  next  year  was  fixed  for  Edin- 
burgh.    Drs.  Russell  and  Wielobycki  were  appointed  secretaries,  and 
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Dr8.  Seotty  Macdonald,  and  BeOby  were  named  as  a  oommiUee  to  assist 
in  the  necessary  preparatiotts.    The  Congress  was  then  dissolved. 

The  members  present  then  formed  themselves  into  the  protective  Asso- 
ciationy  and  elected  Dr.  Hamilton  to  the  chair.  After  much  discussion 
a  committee  was  formed  for  carrying  oat  the  objects  of  the  Association. 

The  members  of  the  Congress  and  some  of  their  friends  afterwards  sat 
down  to  a  splendid  banquet  at  Soyer's  Symposium,  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Rugby, 
in  the  chair^  at  which  numerous  toasts  were  given  and  many  brilliant 
speeches  were  made,  for  a  report  of  which  we  must  refer  the  reader  to  our 
weekly  contemporary  the  Hammopathic  Time$  of  the  2nd  August. 


Confess  of  Homceopnthie  Practiiionen  at  LeipziCy  and  Inauguratitm 

of  a  Statue  qf  Hahnemann  there. 

The  Meeting  of  the  Central  Homoeopathic  Society  of  Germany  was,  as 
we  formerly  announced,  to  be  this  year  distinguished  by  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  events  in  the  history  of  homoeopathy,  namely  the  Inaugura* 
tion  of  a  Statue  at  Leipzic  of  the  illustrious  founder  of  the  system. 

Such  an  event  was  certain  to  bring  together  the  adherents  of  the  system 
from  many  distant  places,  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  their  great  mas- 
ter, and  we  anticipated  no  small  gratification  from  our  visit  to  Germany 
on  this  occasion,  nor  were  our  anticipations  without  foundation,  for  we 
found  assembled  at  Leipzic  this  year  a  large  assemblage  of  the  veterans 
who  had  done  good  service  to  the  cause  from  the  earliest  period  of  its 
existence,  and  of  the  rising  generation  of  zealous  and  able  workers,  from 
whom  great  things  may  yet  be  expected. 

The  preliminary  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th  of  August,  in  a  large  room  in  the  Hotel  de  Pologne,  the  president  for 
this  year  being  Dr.  Melicher,  of  Berlin,  who  opened  the  meeting  with  an 
appropriate  address.  He  was  followed  by  Dr.  Bamberg,  who  bronght 
forward  a  proposition  for  the  formation  of  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  homoeo- 
pathic practitioners  who  by  their  age,  infirmities  or  sickness  might  be 
incapacitated  from  following  their  profession.  His  proposition  was  elo- 
quently supported  by  Dr.  Y.  Meyer,  of  Leipzic,  but  after  considerable 
discussion  it  fell  to  the  ground,  most  of  the  speakers  deeming  it  too  soon 
to  enter  upon  such  a  project. 

Dr.  Rentsch,  of  Wismar,  the  inheritor  of  the  notorious  high  potencies 
of  the  late  Stallmeister  Jenichen,  which  have  created  such  discussions  and 
dissensions  among  homoeopathists,  proceeded  next  to  give  an  account  of 
Jenichen's  mode  of  preparing  his  medicines,  as  far  as  he  could  gather  the 
mysterious  secret  from  the  letters  and  papers  committed  to  his  custody  by 
the  executors  of  the  celebrated  Stallmeister.  He  observed  that  he  would  long 
since  have  published  what  he  knew,  had  not  Dr.  Hering,  of  Philadelphia, 
who  professed  to  know  all  Jcnichen's  secrets,  promised  to  reveal  them.  From 
what  we  could  learn  from  the  unconnected  extracts  read  by  Dr.  Rentsch, 
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it  would  seem  that  Jeniehen  yaried  from  time  to  time  his  mode  of  preparing 
his  secret  potendes.  The  following,  however,  seems  to  be  the  mode  latterly 
adopted  by  him.  He  took  the  529th  dilation  of  the  ordinary  Hahnemannic 
preparations,  and  allowed  it  to  stand  with  the  cork  oat  of  the  bottle  until 
it  was  all  evaporated.  Commencing  from  this  as  his  xero,  which  we 
believe  to  be  a  very  airy  foundation,  imagining  as  we  do  that  the  medicinal 
virtae  is  united  with  the  alcohol,  and  when  the  latter  is  gone  the  former 
is  not  likely  to  remain  behind,  for  though  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
medicinal  power  can  unite  with  alcohol  or  milk-sugar,  there  is  no  evidence 
that  it  can  combine  with  glass — commencing  then  with  this,  the  illustrioos 
Stallmeister  proceeded  to  make  his  high  potencies,  sometimes  with  the  usual 
proportion  of  one  drop  of  medicine  to  99  of  spirit,  but  latterly  always  with 
a  much  larger  quantity  of  the  diluting  fluid  ;  at  last,  as  it  appeared,  with 
the  proportion  of  12,000  drops  of  alcohol  to  two  drops  of  the  previous 
dilution,  and  with  a  number  of  6uccu38ions  to  each  dilution  varying  from 
ten  to  thirty.  The  bottles  he  used  were  of  such  a  size  as  that  the  dilution 
filled  them  only  to  one-third,  and  the  power  he  expended  upon  his  prepa- 
rations must  have  been  considerable,  as  his  strength  was  Herculean,  and 
he  worked  with  all  his  might  every  night,  from  10  o'clock  till  8  in  the 
morning.  He  used  but  one  bottle  for  each  medicine,  and  employed 
French  brandy  as  his  diluting  medium. 

Such  are  the  chief  outlines  of  the  Jeniehen  mysteries  as  far  as  Dr. 
Rentsch  could  reveal  them.  We  do  not  suppose  that  any  of  our  brethren 
will  be  disposed  to  imitate  him  in  his  pharmaceutical  processes,  which  we 
cannot  but  think  were  the  ofispring  of  the  same  disorder  of  the  mind  that 
afterwards  led  their  author  to  commit  suicide. 

After  Dr.  Rentsch's  communication,  the  Society  next  proceeded  to 
arrange  the  subjects  for  the  next  day's  consideration. 

On  the  9th  August  the  Society  assembled  again  in  the  Hotel  de  Pologne, 
at  10  A.  M. 

The  president.  Dr.  Melicher,  again  opened  the  meeting  with  a  suitable 
address,  and  then  called  upon 

Dr.  Clotar  Miiller,  who  read  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  Poliklinik 
or  Dispensary  in  Leipzic,  which  is  supported  by  the  Central  Society,  and 
is  the  sole  relic  of  the  hospital  that  formerly  flourished  there,  but  that  fell 
to  the  ground  when  the  support  of  the  state  was  withdrawn  from  it. 
Dr.  MUUer's  report  shewed  the  afiairs  of  the  Institution  to  be  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  both  as  regarded  fiinds  and  patients,  the  latter 
having  increased  yearly  since  the  opening.  Besides  the  report,  Dr.  MiiUer 
delivered  a  sort  of  lecture  on  the  uses  of  clinical  ezi>erience,  which  was 
worthy  of  the  high  reputation  of  its  gifted  author. 

During  the  delivery  of  Dr.  Miiller's  discourse,  an  event  occurred 
which  had  nearly  deprived  the  world  of  the  services  of  near  a  hundred 
homoeopathic  practitioners,  and  put  a  summary  stop  to  the  proceedings. 
Whilst  the  assembly  was  listening  to  the  eloquent  speaker,  suddenly  a 
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load  noifle  like  the  discharge  of  a  lar^  piece  of  ordnance  was  heard  as  if  in 
the  house ;  this  was  speedily  followed  by  another  still  louder,  which  alarmed 
the  assembly  so  much  that  the  greater  part  rushed  tumultuously  to  the 
door,  and  the  sitting  had  to  be  suspended  for  a  time.  It  was  then  ascer- 
tained that  immediately  beneath  the  room  was  a  shop  where  fireworks 
were  sold,  two  boxes  of  which  had  by  some  carelessness  successively  ex- 
ploded, and  there  the  mischief  stopped ;  but  it  might  have  been  much  more 
serious,  as  there  was  nearly  a  hundred  weight  of  gunpowder  in  the  shop^ 
which,  had  it  caught  fire,  would  have  made  short  work  with  the  assembly 
above.  Beyond  the  breakage  of  a  good  many  panes  of  glass,  however, 
no  damage  was  done,  and  the  members  having  regained  their  composure 
resumed  their  places. 

The  veteran  Dr.  Schreter,  of  Lemberg,  who  is  well  known  to  the 
student  of  homoeopathic  literature  as  one  of  the  most  devoted  provers  of 
the  Hahnemannian  drugs,  next  addressed  the  meeting  on  various  subjects. 
He  stated  that  as  r^ards  the  repetition  of  medicines,  the  invasion  of  the 
cholera  in  1831  had  opened  the  minds  of  homoeopathists  to  the  necessity 
of  repeating  the  dose  in  some  cases,  and  it  was  his  opinion  that  in  acute 
diseases  the  medicine  required  to  be  frequently  repeated,  whereas  in 
chronic  diseases  the  reverse  was  the  case.  Thus,  chancre,  which  he  looked 
upon  as  an  acute  disease,  required  to  be  treated  with  frequently  repeated 
doses  of  the  homoeopathic  medicine ;  whereas  warts,  tumours,  &c.,  were 
only  to  be  successfully  met  by  giving  one  dose,  and  waiting  until  the  period 
of  die  duration  of  the  action  of  the  medicine  had  expired.  He  narrated  the 
case  of  a  wart  on  the  upper  eyelid  which  he  had  successfully  treated  with 
a  dose  of  calcarea  2000.  After  two  months  no  change  was  visible,  but  at 
the  end  of  three  months  the  wart  completely  disappeared,  having  first 
iufiamed  and  suppurated.  In  a  case  of  encysted  tumour  on  the  scalp,  the 
size  of  a  walnut,  he  gave  baryta  2000,  and  applied  cold  wet  compresses 
every  night ;  at  the  end  of  five  weeks  the  tumour  become  smaller  and 
softer,  and  of  a  red  colour ;  a  few  weeks  later  it  was  still  softer ;  the 
patient  then  complained  of  pressive  pain  in  the  head,  for  which  he  got 
sabina  2000,  and  a  few  weeks  later  the  tumour  had  entirely  disappeared. 
As  a  specimen  of  the  powerful  action  of  the  high  potencies,  he  cited  a  case 
of  dysmenorrhoea  in  which  he  had  given  arnica  1000 1  at  the  next  period 
a  violent  aggravation  was  perceived,  and  the  patient  exhibited  on  her 
body  many  black,  blue,  green  and  yellow  spots,  as  though  from  contu- 
sions. After  this  the  disease  ceased  entirely.  In  the  first  period  of  his 
homoeopathic  practice,  when  he  rigidly  gave  the  30th  dilution,  he  fre- 
quently observed  aggravations;  at  a  later  period,  when  he  gave  the 
medium  dilutions  he  ceased  to  perceive  them ;  and  now,  when  he  generally 
gave  nothing  but  the  high  dilutions,  he  again  perceived  them.  He  next 
entered  into  a  description  of  the  method  of  treating  disease  invented  by 
Schroth,  which  we  have  described  in  the  last  vol.  under  the  title  of  the 
ihirit-cure.    He  detailed  the  history  of  several  cases  he  had  observed 
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under  this  ireatment,  among  the  rest  a  case  of  swelling  and  induration  of 
one  of  the  testicles,  which  had  resisted  all  kinds  of  treatment,  including 
the  water-cure  under  Priessnitx,  but  which  yielded  perfectly  to  Schroth's 
method;  also  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  breast,  one  of  deafness,  and  one  of 
amaurosis,  all  of  which  had  been  perfectly  cured. 

Dr.  Theodore  Ruckert,  of  Hermhuth,  announced  that  he  was  about  to 
publish  a  collection  of  all  the  recorded  cases  of  homoeopathic  treatment, 
which  should  serve  as  a  clinical  guide  to  the  study  of  homceopatby.  He 
was  followed  by 

Dr.  Wiirzler,  who  gave  an  account  of  his  own  ezpezience  in  certain 
diseases.  He  mentioned  that  he  had  found  groHola  the  best  medicine  for 
fully  developed  rapid  cholera.  In  cases  where  the  cholera  came  on  slowly 
and  was  attended  with  ezceisiTe  coldness,  he  had  found  $ecale  comtttum 
the  best  remedy.  Argentum  nUricum  was  specific  when  along  with  the 
cholera  there  was  well  marked  spasm  of  the  diaphragm.  He  had  treated 
from  50  to  60  cases  of  pustula  maligna,  and  for  that  disease  he  had  found 
the  best  remedies  to'be  gecale  eamuium  and  belladonna.  He  next  entered 
into  some  details  coneernmg  his  experience  in  the  diseases  of  i^ales. 
When  during  the  first  months  of  pregnancy  ibete  was  excessive  sickness, 
so  that  the  stomach  rejected  everything,  asarum  was  specific.  In  the 
oedema  vulvse  that  occurred  during  pregnancy,  mercurius  was  curative. 
A  frequent  cause,  he  stated,  of  miserable  and  unhealthy  children,  was  the 
existence* of  too  much  liquor  amnii,  which  couM  be  recognized  by  the 
belly  being  too  big  even  in  the  3rd  month  ;  in  this  state  of  things  tecaJk 
comuium  was  an  excelleni  remedy.  When  during  ^e  labour  pains  there 
occurred  a  great  heraorrhi^,  apparently  from  the  placenta,  he  gave 
ipecacuanha  with  great  sucoen.  When  the  labour  was  excessivdy  painful, 
with  no  progress  towards  an  expulsion  of  the  child,  the  vag^a  hot  and 
much  febrile  commotion,  aconite  was  the  remedy.  In  cases  of  mere  indo- 
lence of  the  uterine  action,  the  medicine  to  be  employed  was  borax, 
Pulsatilla  should  not  be  employed  for  this  purpose  in  the  commencement, 
but  if  the  child's  head  was  already  in  the  opening  of  the  pelvis  and  the 
action  of  the  womb  was  insufficient  for  its  expulsion,  then  puUatUla  acted 
excellently.  In  eclampsia  pnerperalis  the  author  observed  that  there  was 
a  remedy  which  was  quite  specific,  and  that  was  geum  urbanum.  He 
had  cured  four  cases  of  it  with  this  medicine.  In  a  subsequent  conversa- 
tion with  Dr.  Wiirzler  respecting  this  remarkable  statement,  as  to  the 
absolute  specificity  of  geum  in  puerperal  convulsions,  we  were  unable  to 
elicit  anything  satisfactory  from  him  respecting  die  reasons  that  had  led  him 
to  the  selection  of  this  medicine,  concerning  whose  physiological  action  we 
know  nothing.  Dr.  W.  seemed  to  think  we  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
fact,  that  be  had  had  four  cases  of  eclampsia  all  of  which  he  had  treated 
with  geum  and  all  of  which  had  recovered.  He  did  not  condescend  to 
state  how  many  cases  he  had  had  which  did  not  recover  under  other  medi- 
cines, nor  did  be  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  cases  he  had  treated,  so  that 
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we  must  beg  our  readers  to  receive  Dr.  W.'s  deductioiiB  cum  grano  salU. 
In  order  to  fieivour  the  expukion  of  the  placenta  he  administered  pulmi- 
tilla  ;  if  the  retention  of  the  placenta  was  accompanied  by  hemorrhage,  ipe- 
cacuanha  was  necessary.  When  the  placenta  was  adherent,  the  hand 
introduced  into  the  uterus  was  the  only  remedy.  In  arterial  bleeding 
from  partial  separation  of  the  placenta,  ipecacuanha  was  the  remedy  ;  but 
when  the  blood  was  dark  and  clotted,  crocus  must  be  employed.  In 
cases  of  delivery  by  instruments  where  there  was  always  more  or  less 
bruising  of  the  parts,  arnica  was  invaluable,  and  aconite  was  a  certain 
preventive  of  fever  after  delivery.  Gases  of  puerperal  peritonitis  yielded 
to  no  medicine  so  readily  as  to  spigeliay  which  he  considered  quite  specific 
in  that  formidable  disease.  Where  there  was  inflammation  of  the  ovaries 
or  uterus  after  abortion  or  premature  labour,  sabina  was  specific. 

In  the  swellings  on  the  head  of  new-bom  infants,  the  external  applica- 
tion of  arnica  was  the  remedy  to  be  employed.  When  the  bruise  was 
very  extensive  and  there  existed  great  effusion  beneath  the  scalp,  rhus 
toxicodendron  should  be  given  internally.  Shue  was  also  specific  for  the 
disease  known  as  housemaid's  knee.  In  erysipelas  neonatorum,  which 
was  apt  to  degenerate  into  sckroniay  the  specific  be  had  fbond  to  be  taxus 
baccata. 

For  that  peculiar  painful  state  of  the  vagina  and  uterus,  where  the 
vagina  was  to  a  certain  degree  contracted  and  very  sensitive,  rendering 
the  act  of  coition  painful,  pofygala  and  abstinence  for  a  whole  year  from 
connexion  were  always  successful. 

He  had  had  under  his  care  a  case  of  hypertrophy  of  the  ovaries,  conse- 
quent on  an  abortion  25  years  previously  in  a  woman  of  60 :  her  belly  was 
as  big  as  that  of  a  woman  with  twins  at  the  ninth  month  ;  the  weight  of  the 
tumour  was  so  great  that  she  could  get  no  rest  for  it  day  or  night,  for  how- 
ever she  lay  the  tumour  caused  great  pain  by  its  pressure,  the  rectum  was 
contracted  and  the  evacuation  of  the  fieces  was  attended  with  great  pain. 
He  gave  a  dose  of  lactuca  viro$a  every  day,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years 
all  the  sufferings  connected  with  the  tumour  were  gone,  and  the  tumour 
itself  was  diminished  to  the  size  of  a  child's  head. 

The  medicines  he  employed  were  all  in  the  ISth  potency,  and  each 
potency  was  prepared  by  trituration  only. 

Dr.  Leder  stated^  that  in  Lauban  where  he  resided  he  had  obtained  the 
direction  of  an  hospital  belonging  to  a  religious  sisterhood,  into  which  he 
had  introduced  homoeopathy,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  at  the  next  meeting 
to  lay  before  the  Society  the  results  of  his  practice  there. 

Dr.  Russell,  of  Edinburgh,  exhibited  specimens  of  the  poison  of  the 
coluber  naja,  which  he  had  brought  to  Gmnany  in  order  that  his  col- 
leagues might  obtain  this  poison  in  a  pure  state  and  assist  in  the  provings 
which  had  been  commenced  in  England. 

Dr.  Wahle,  of  Rome,  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  tarantula  which  he 
likewise  recommended  the  Society  to  porove. 
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On  tlie  10th  of  Angnst  the  Society  and  their  friends  again  aseembled  in 
the  Hotel,  at  10  a.  k.,  and  Dr.  Meyer,  of  Leipzic,  read  an  oration  appro- 
priate to  the  festival  they  were  that  day  to  hold,  which  had  been  written 
by  Dr.  Rummel. 

Several  poems  in  honour  of  the  occasion  were  read,  among  the  rest  one 
from  Mme.  Siiss,  the  favourite  daughter  of  Hahnemann,  which  she  had 
entrusted  to  Dr.  Dudgeon  to  deliver  to  the  Society. 

At  12  o'clock  the  members  of  the  Society,  the  burgomaster  and  town 
council  of  Leipzic,  and  the  adherents  of  homoeopathy,  who  were  present 
in  large  numbers  in  hononr  of  the  occasion,  marched  in  procession  to  the 
site  of  the  statue,  which  is  excellently  situated  on  the  beautiftd  promenade 
that  surrounds  this  charming  town.  The  sun  shone  brilliantly,  and  the 
good  Leipzic  burghers  with  their  fair  wives  and  daughters  had  mastered 
in  immense  numbers  to  witness  the  imposing  ceremony.  As  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach  was  a  dense  crowd  of  citizens,  and  every  window  that  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  spot  was  thronged  with  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The 
police  formed  a  way  for  the  procession,  which  was  very  long,  consisting 
of  about  300  or  400  individuals,  to  the  enclosed  space  where  the  statne 
stood,  enshrouded  in  its  long  canvas  veil.  When  those  who  formed  the 
procession  had  arranged  themselves  around  the  statue,  where  they  were 
joined  by  many  elegantly  attired  ladies,  whose  brilliant  dresses  contributed 
along  with  the  garlands  of  flowers  that  were  hung  around  to  impart  live- 
liness to  the  otherwise  sombre  group  of  black  coats  and  white  waistcoats, 
a  Te  Deum  was  excellently  performed  by  a  band  and  chorus.  After  this. 
Dr.  Melicher  stepped  forward  and  delivered  the  following  impressive 
oration. 

'' Gentlemen, — If  it  should  appear  presumptuous  that  I  should  this  day, 
in  this  place,  amid  such  a  numerous  audience,  be  the  spokesman,  I  am 
indebted  to  several  concomitant  circumstances  for  this  honour,  but  chiefly  to 
the  confidence  of  my  fellow-practitioners  and  the  friends  of  Homoeopathy, 
who  at  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Society  last  year  at  Liegniti  did  me 
the  honour  to  elect  me  director  for  this  year,  and  confided  to  me  all  the 
business  of  promoting  its  original  object. 

**  But  the  object  of  this  Society,  founded  at  Cbthen  in  the  presence  of 
the  Master,  on  the  10th  of  August  1829,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
day  when  Hahnrm ann  received  his  degree,  is  "  the  promotion  and 
advancement  of  Homoeopathy,''  for  which  end  a  meeting  of  homoeopathic 
practitioners  and  non-medical  persons  is  appointed  to  take  place  every 
year  in  a  different  part  of  Germany  and  under  a  different  presidency. 

^*  This  arrangement  had  been  faithfully  carried  out  until  the  year  1848, 
when  it  became  impossible,  but  in  the  year  1849  it  was  resumed,  and  has 
been  continued  until  the  present  day,  which  is  the  22nd  meeting  during 
the  23  years  of  its  existence. 

^' After  having,  as  we  believe,  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  of  our  statutes, 
there  still  remained  for  us  a  duty  to  perform  of  a  peculiar  character, 
namely  to  dedicate  to  our  master,  Samuel  Hahnemann,  the  Discoverer 
and  Founder  of  Homoeopathy,  a  monument,  in  order  that  posterity  might 
make  pilgrimages  to  it,  and  be  enabled  to  look  upon  his  likeness. 
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"  Although  this  ytai  the  lOth  of  August  occure  upon  b  Sundar,  yet  the 
authoiities  of  this  city  have  given  ui  leave  to  ce!e1»«te  our  Sabbam  tkit 
day,  and  on  the  spot  which  they  have  polirely  given  n»  for  the  monument 
of  Hahkbuann.  If  thereby  we  have  justified  our  project  and  the 
ddusubI  character  of  our  action  on  this  day,  yet  perhaps  loine  one  might 
ask  us,  '  Who  waa  Hafanemann  P  what  did  he  do?  what  great  deed  did 
he  perform?  and  how  is  be  made  the  recipient  of  such  great  honours?' 

"  Saueel  Harkbhann,  the  son  of  a  poor  punter  on  porcelain,  of 
Meissen,  studied  in  this  town  of  Letpzic,  end  first  publicly  enonciated 
his  new  method  of  treatment  at  the  world-renowned  nniversity  of  this 
cit3^,  wtnich  has  already  educated  so  many  iieroes  of  science.  At  an  earl^ 
period  he  discovered  remedies  which  would  alone  have  served  to  transmit 
nis  name  to  posterily.  Though  there  may  not  be  anythiDg  very  e: 
ordinary  in  the  fact  of  nature's  high'priests  searching  tor  and  findine 
medicinal  agents  for  the  cure  of  the  sick,  '  " 
deserves  the  gratitude  of  science  and  of  all  humanity, 
will 


medicinal  agents  for  the  cure  of  the  sick,  yet  Harhbkank  pecuTiarljr 
'"  ''  ■■■•-■  .     i-    "'  Jiumanity,  which  none  of  his 

nredecessora  can  share  with  him,  and  which  is  and  will  remain  in  til  ages 
nis  own  property-  He  discovered  what  had  long  been  sought  for  in  vain, 
the  general  funaamental  therapeutic  rule,  and  expressed  It  in  three  words, 
'  aitniiia  timilibus  curenlur' — like  cures  like.  Conscious  of  the  great- 
ness of  his  discovery,  well  might  he  say  with  Gellert : 

Die  Wahrhdt,  die  wir  alle  niithig  haben 

Die  uns  als  Menschen  filUcklich  macht, 

Ward  von  der  wcisen  Hand,  die  sic  nna  zngedacht, 

Nur  leicht  verdeckt,  ntclit  ticf  yergraben. 


for  hitherto  hatred  (eemtraria  contrariU)  had  been  the  chief  i 
cine.  He  was  abused,  he  was  persecuted  ;  Germany  became  Intolerable 
to  him,  a  German,  so  that  in  place  of  his  earthly  remains  we  could  only 
deposit  his  works  in  the  foundation  stone  of  his  monument.  And  yet  it 
was  he  who  shook  and  destroyed  the  foundation  of  the  old  school  of 
medicine,  so  that  it  is  now  compelled  to  construct  a  new  bnilding— and 
yet  it  was  he  who  at  length  led  men  to  a  system  of  diet  and  regimm 
consistent  with  nature— and  yet  it  was  be  who  taagfat  as  how  to  bring  up 
«  new  race  that  should  have  a  healthy  frame  and  a  healthy  mind.  Thus 
he  is  not  only  a  reformer  of  medicine,  but  rather  a  reformer  of  all  human 
society ;  his  doctrine  a  religion,  and  its  practice  a  cultus. 

"Thus  Hahnbuann,  by  the  power  of  his  doctrine,  which  is  founded 
on  natural  laws,  has  obtained  for  homiEopathy  the  rare  distinction  that  it 
is  not  the  exclusive  property  of  his  father-lana,  (rermany — not  the  exclu- 
sive property  of  Europe,  but  that  it  belongs  to  the  whole  world  j  for 
all  languages  name  him^from  the  north  to  the  south,  from  the  west 
to  the  east,  all  nations  acknowledge  the  Master — Hahnbhanit. 

"  What  doctrine  can  boast  of  such  an  extensive,  such  a  blessed,  such  a 
magnificent  and  lasting  success  1  These  are  the  reasons  for  his  obtaining 
a  monument,  to  which  all  nations,  but  especially  the  German  people,  have 
contributed  the  requisite  funds,  in  order  to  give  him  a  feeble  tesutnony  of 
their  fidelity,  gratitude  and  veneration. 

*'  Because  Hahnemann  was  a  citizen  of  Leipzic,  because  it  was  here 
he  discovered  homoKipathy,  and  the  first  homcBopalhic  institution  was 
founded  in  tbb  city,  which  was  chiefly  supported  by  the  generotity  of  its 
cidzeos ;  for  these  reasons  is  bis  monument  erected  here. 

"That  monument  is  completed  J  it  stands  before  yon  ;  a  veil  alone  con- 
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ceals  it  from  yoiir  sight.  — Remove  the  veil  !     Hail  to   thee.    Father 
Hahnbmann ! " 

At  these  words  the  veil  in  which  the  statue  was  enshroaded  fell  to  the 

ground,  and  the  metal  likeness  of  Hahnemann  stood  forth  to  view  amid 

a  joyous  flourish  of  trumpets  and  the  cheers  of  the  assembled  multitude. 

The  vocal  chorus  sung  an  ode  composed  for  the  occassion,  after  which 

Dr.  Melicher  resumed : 

^'  There  are,  no  doubt,  many  among  you,  my  esteemed  hearers,  who 
knew  Hannemann  personally.  Is  this  not  a  striking  Ukenen  of  him  ?  Is 
this  not  he,  on  whose  thoughtful  brow  Pallas  Hygieia  has  stamped  the 
revelation  of  homoeopathy  ?  It  is  he ;  and  the  artist  has  represented  him 
sitting,  after  the  ancient  style  as  though  he  were  engaged  in  writing  his 
motto  ^  Aude  sapere ! ' 

^'  So  let  his  statue  stand  in  honour  of  his  services  to  science  and  art ; 
let  it  testify  to  posterity  that  these  services  were  recognized  in  his  own 
time;  kt  it  stand  as  an  incitement  to  all  who  tread  the  toilsome  but 
remunerating  way  of  truth ;  and  let  it  be  commended  to  tiie  attention  of 
all  who  derive  pleasure  from  the  works  of  plastic  art. 

'*  To  you,  esteemed  Fathers  of  this  beautiful  city,  who  so  kindly  granted 
all  our  requests,  I  am  commissioned  bv  the  founders  to  deliver  to  your 
protection  this  simple  monument,  which  I  do  by  this  deed.  May  it  be 
till  the  remotest  times  an  ornament  to  these  walks,  a  source  of  joy  to  yoor 
citizens." 

Thereupon  Dr.  Haubold  stepped  forward  and  read  aloud  the  deed,  con- 
veying the  statue  over  to  the  authorities  of  Leipzic,  which  was  beautifuUy 
written  in  the  highest  style  of  the  caligraphic  art,  and  ran  as  follows : 

SAMUEL  HAHNEMANN, 

bom  the  10th  Aprily  1755,  at  Meissen, 

died  the  2nd  JuW,  1848,  at  Paris, 

Doctor  of  Medicine: 

To  Him, 

The  Founder  of  Homoeopathy, 

The  Central  Society  of  Homceopatnic  Practitioners 

erected  at  Leipzic, 
.  the  centre  of  Germany,  the  birth-plaice  of  his  Discovery, 

on  the  10th  of  August,  1851, 

this  bronze  Monument, 

in  grateful  recognition  of  his  immortal  doctrines, 

and  his  invaluable  services  to  medicine. 

This  was  accomplished  in  the  following  manner : 

1.  By  means  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  C.  Haubold,  Dr.  F.  X. 
Melicher,  and  Dr.  Fr.  Rummel,  who  chose  as  their  artistic  adviser, 
Mr.  Augustus  Stiller  of  Berlin,  architect  to  the  King  of  Prussia. 

2.  By  means  of  the  artists,  Mr.  Charles  Steinhaiisser,  who  modelled 
the  statue,  and  Dr.  Emilius  Braun,  who  cast  it  in  copper  by  the  galvano- 
plastic  process— both  of  Rome. 

3.  The  pedestal  is  of  Silesian  marble — after  the  design  of  the  architect, 
Mr.  A.  StUIer— from  the  atelier  for  statuary  of  Hiller  and  Einsiedel  of 
Leipzic  and  Dresden. 

4.  The  erection  of  the  monument  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Geutcbriick, 
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architect  to  the  Univenity,  and  executed  by  Mr.  Parfurst  (as  master- 
mason)  and  Mr.  Bach  (as  master-carpenter). 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  monument  was  laid  in  solemn  silence  on  the 
2drd  of  May  by  the  undermentioned  Directors,  and  the  monument  was 
unveiled,  and  publicly  delivered  up  by  means  of  this  deed  to  the  worship- 
ful magistracy  of  Leipzic  on  the  10th  August,  1851. 

Done  on  Sunday  (the  8th  after  Trinity)  the  10th  of  August  1861. 


Signed, 


Dr.  F.  X.  Melicher, 
Dr.  Fr.  Rummel, 


Dr.  C.  Haubold, 
A.  Stliler. 


The  deed  was  accepted  by  the  Chief  Magistrate,  who  returned  thanks 
in  the  name  of  the  town  of  Leipzic  for  the  beautiful  ornament  to  the 
town,  and,  addressing  the  assembled  citizens,  he  commended  the  statue  to 
their  care. 

Hereupon  the  aged  Dr.  Stapf,  the  oldest  and  dearest  friend  of  Hahne- 
mann, and  the  oldest  living  representative  of  homoeopadiy,  stepped  for- 
ward, and  deposited  at  the  foot  of  the  statue  a  wreath  of  laurel.  It  was 
touching  to  see  the  feeble  old  man,  who  seemed  to  be  deeply  moved  by 
the  part  he  had  to  perform  in  the  ceremony,  as  he  tottered  forward  with 
uncertain  steps  to  bestow  the  emblem  of  immortality  on  the  effigy  of  the 
dear  friend  of  his  youth  and  manhood,  with  whom  he  had  borne  the  scorn 
and  persecution  of  an  illiberal  world,  and  whom  he  would  ere  long  rejoin 
in  another  and  a  better  world. 

After  this  the  procession  re-formed  and  returned  to  the  HoteL 

At  2  o'clock  the  friends  and  adherents  of  the  homoeopathic  system  sat 
down  to  a  sumptuous  dinner  in  the  Hotel  de  Pologne,  at  which  Dr. 
Melicher  presided  as  chairman,  having  on  his  right  hand  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  city,  and  on  his  left  a  distinguished  member  of  the  town 
council.  The  dinner  was  enlivened  by  toasts,  speeches  and  songs.  The 
latter  were  all  composed  for  the  occasion,  and  were  sung  with  great  taste 
and  energy  by  the  whole  company,  accompanied  by  an  excellent  instm- 
mental  band.  All  the  songs  were  excellent.  We  subjoin  the  only  one 
that  was  not  German,  which  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  read  with  pleasorei 
abounding  as  it  does  with  wit  and  good-natured  satire. 


Gaudeamus  igitur, 

Dum  conjuncti  sumus : 
Hahnemanni  nospites  I 
Bibere  ut  veteres 

Ecoel  Noetrummnnos. 

Ubi  sunt,  qui  itidem 

Fortnnati  emnt? 
Abeas  ad  humiles, 
Ipsi  certo  principes 

Nobis  invidebunt  1 


Vita  brevis,  longa  ars  I 

Gous  senex  dooet : 

Procul  flit  hsBC  rogula, 

Begnent  hodie  pocnla, 

Yinum  nunquam  nocet. 

Yivat  artis  oonditor, 
£t  defunctus  vivat  I 

Cnjus  Stat  memoria, 

Inunortalis  gloria, 
In  ntemum  vivat ! 
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Vivaatei 

Simili  canmtos : 
Vivant  artis  ymdices  1 
Vivant  almi  principes, 

Artem  honorantes  I 

Vivant  et  contrarii 

Contrariis  curantes ! 
FaoQltates  medics 
Omnes  8chol»  clinics ! 
Deos  proTidebit. 


Apag<e  oompcNdtam  I 

Acyayana  in  baai, 
Gorri^jeDS,  ExcipieitB, 
Medicinas  dixigena, 
Beqniesoant  pace. 

Floreant  Bpedfica, 
Bnlphiir  et  Sablna, 

Aoonitom,  Phosphonts. 

Floreat  in  omniDUB 
HomoDopothia  I 


The  festivitiea  terminated  with  a  1)all  in  the  evening,  which  was  kept 
up  with  great  spirit  till  a  late  hour. 

The  next  morning  witnessed  the  dispersion  of  most  of  those  who  had 
come  to  Leipzic  in  order  to  be  present  on  this  interesting  and  never  to  be 
forgotten  occasion. 

Among  the  homGsopathists  present  at  Leipzic,  and  who  assisted  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Society  and  the  ceremonial  of  the  unveiling  of  Hahne- 
mann's statue,  we  may  mention  the  following. 

Germany  was  represented  by 
Dr.  Stapf,  Dr.  Bonniughaueen,  Dr.  Rummel,  Dr.  Haubold,  Dr.  Melicher, 
Dr.  Schmieder,  Dr.  Wiirzler,  Dr.  Schneider,  Dr.  Weber,  Dr.  Riickert, 
Dr.  V.  Meyer,  Dr.  CI.  Muller,  Dr.  Leder,  Dr.  Rentsch,  Dr.  Rath, 
Dr.  Gerster,  Dr.  Hartlaub,  Dr.  Davidson,  Dr.  Kiesselbach,  Dr.  Hirachel, 
Dr.  Trinks,  Dr.  Wolf,  Dr.  Tietzer,  Dr.  Altmiiller,  Dr.  Fielitz,  Dr.  Pataack, 
Dr.  Bamberg,  Dr.  Schubert,  Dr.  Bolle,  Dr.  Reil,  Dr.  Baumgarten,  Dr. 
Link,  Dr.  Schwarze,  Dr.  Gross,  &c.  &c. 

England  was  represented  by — 
Dr.  Drysdale,  Dr.  Russell,  Dr.  Dudgeon  and  Mr.  Hering. 

Spain  by — 
Dr.  Nufiez.  physician  to  Her  most  Catholic  Majesty,  and  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  Charles  in. 

Austria  sent — 
Dr.  Wurstl,  Dr.  Caspar,  Dr.  Schreter. 

Bohemia — 
Dr.  Hofrichter  of  Prague. 

Italy— 
Dr.  Wahle,  of  Rome. 

Denmark — 
Dr.  Pabst  of  Copenhagen. 

It  was  a  matter  of  considerable  astonishment  that  France  which  is  in 
such  immediate  connection  with  Germany  by  means  of  raflways  had 
furnished  no  representative  from  among  her  hundreds  of  homoeopathic 
practitioners. 

It  was  indeed  a  most  interesting  occasion,  and  nothing  nmilar  could 
ever  occur  again ;  we  doubt  if  any  event  could  bring  together  such  an 
array  of  medical  men  from  all  parts  of  Europe  as  this,  ana  it  is  a  strong 
proof  of  the  vitality  of  homceopathy,  and  or  the  earnestness  of  its  adhe- 
rents, that  so  many  of  its  practitioners  have  collected  sufficient  funds 
to  erect  an  expensive  and  enduring  monument  to  the  memory  of  the 
illustrious  founder  of  their  system,  and  have  performed  pilgrimages  from 
all  distant  parts  of  Europe,  m  order  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony  of  its 
inauguration. 

And  now  let  us  say  a  few  words  on  the  monument  which  has  just  been 
consecrated  to  the  memory  of  Hahnemann.    The  height  of  the  figure  as  it 
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Bits  is  six  feet ;  it  is  formed  of  pure  copper  made  by  the  ealvano^plastie 
process  by  Dr.  Braun  of  Rome,  from  the  model  by  Steinnaiiflser  of  the 
same  city.  The  pedestal  is  of  grey  marble,  highly  polished  and  standing 
on  three  granite  steps ;  the  whole  is  surrounded  by  an  elegant  railing,  on 
the  larger  pillars  of  which  Aconite  and  Arnica  are  represented.  The  monu- 
ment stands  in  a  large  open  space  in  front  of  the  Hotel  Blumenberff,  and 
with  the  Stadt  Theatre  on  its  right ;  on  its  left  is  a  beautiful  shnibbenr, 
and  the  space  in  front  is  clear  to  the  distance  of  several  hundred  yards. 
Between  it  and  the  theatre  runs  the  road  which  leads  from  the  town  to 
the  favourite  resort  of  the  worthy  Leipzicers,  the  Rosenthal.  The  same 
road  also  leads  to  the  laree  allopathic  hospital,  and  to  the  Ophthalmic 
hospital,  so  that  students  frequenting  these  must  pass  the  statue.  The 
pedestal  of  the  statue  bears  the  folK>wing  inscription : 

TO 
TUS  FOUNDBR  OF  HOMCEOPATHT, 

SAMUEL  HAHNEMANN, 

BORN      APRIL      10,     1761y 

DIED    JULY   2,    184B, 

BY 

HIS  GRATEFUL   DI8CIPLB8   AND   ADKIRSRS. 

Judged  as  a  likeness  of  Hahnemann  the  statue  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  excellent,  but  as  a  work  of  art  we  cannot  bestow  on  it 
unqualified  admiration.  There  is  a  certain  awkwardness  in  the  position 
which  gives  it  the  appearance  as  if  it  were  about  to  fall  over  towards  the 
right  side,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  there  is  ^eat  poverty  of  design  manifested 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  draper}',  especially  behind,  and  the  seat  whereon 
he  sits  is  by  no  means  elegant  or  comfortable  looking^.  The  best  view  of 
the  statue  is  decidedly  that  from  the  left  and  sliehtly  in  front,  here  the 
faults  we  have  pointedf  out  are  not  at  all  observable,  and  the  part  of  the 
drapery  seen  from  this  position  is  not  deficient  in  elegance  and  ^race.  The 
pedestal  is  rather  too  narrow  for  the  size  of  the  figure  which  gives  it  the 
appearance  of  insecurity. 

HomiBopathy  in  France, 

The  First  Congress  of  the  reconstituted  Gallican  Homoeopathic  Society 
was  held  this  vear  in  Paris  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  of  September.  The 
attendance  of  nomoeopathic  practitioners  from  all  parts  of  France  was  very 
numerous,  and  there  was  also  a  fair  sprinkling  of  medical  men  from  other 
countries,  England  and  Spain  beine  the  most  numerously  represented. 
At  the  first  meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  the  arrangements  for  the 
business  of  the  sub«^uent  meeting  were  made. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  6th,  which  was  presided  over  by  Dr.  Nufiez,  of 
Madrid,  Dr.  Petroz  read  an  interesting  paper  on  sycosis.  He  endeavound 
to  answer  the  enquiry  as  to  whether  this  was  a  specific  miasmatic  disease, 
and  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  it  was.  He  also  detailed  several  cases  of 
its  successful  treatment,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  which  was  in  a 
verv  valuable  thorough-bred  horse  which  was  completely  covered  over 
witJi  sycosic  tumours,  which,  after  resisting  all  manner  of  ordinary 
veterinary  treatment,  including  the  knife  and  toe  cautery,  were  thoroughly 
cured  by  homcropathic  remedies,  principally  Thuja  and  Nitric  acid. 

Dr.  Nunez  then  read  a  paper  on  the  connection  of  certain  cutaneous 
diseases  with  certain  chronic  maladies :  thus  he  had  observed  that  the 
disappearance  of  a  herpetic  eruption  on  the  scrotum  and  anus  was  gene- 
rally followed  by  gastric  symptoms ;  that  an  eruption  on  the  palms  was 
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connected  with  asthma  in  a  similar  manner,  and  that  an  eruption  behind 
the  ecurs  was  similarly  allied  to  phthisis.  Dr.  Jahr  corroborated  Dr. 
Nnfiez's  remarks,  and  added  that  he  Was  satisfied  of  the  connection 
betwixt  acne  (couperose)  and  organic  disease  of  the  heart. 

Dr.  Roux,  of  Cette,  next  read  a  paper  on  the  advantage  of  giving 
a  medicine  which  we  considered  homoeopathic  to  the  case,  in  both  a 
high  and  a  low  dilution  at  once,  which  he  aUeged  secured  to  us  the 
efficacy  of  both  dilutions,  and  was  an  important  improvement  in  practice. 
This  paper  gave  rise  to  an  animated  discussion. 

On  the  8th,  anoUier  paper  by  Dr.  Nujiez  was  read,  upon  the  efficacy 
of  the  highest  dilutions,  those  of  Jenichen  being  understood  by  that  term. 
He  detaUed  several  cases  he  had  treated  successfully  by  means  of  them  : 
one  was  a  hypopion  consequent  on  the  operation  for  cataract,  which  was 
cured  in  four  weeks  by  means  of  mere.  6000,  and  sUic.  1000,  a  feat  which, 
we  may  remark  en  passant ^  is  often  performed  by  nature  alone  in  less 
time.  A  case  of  pnthisis  was  cured,  after  fruitless  efforts  by  the  old 
system  by  sulph,  6000.  Another  case  was  of  disease  of  the  heart,  in 
which  the  patient,  when  seen  bv  Dr.  N.  was  labouring  under  the  effects 
of  an  overdose  of  digitalis,  administered  by  an  old -school  practitioner  ; 
the  case  was  greatly  benefited  by  a  dose  of  arsen,  6000,  and  puis.  2000. 
Probably  the  subsidence  of  the  overaction  of  the  dose  of  Digitalis  had 
something  to  do  with  the  good  result.  The  last  was  a  case  of  sciatica 
cured  by  c?uzm,  2000. 

This  paper  was  followed  by  one  by  Dr.  Magnan  on  the  dilutions,  which 
gave  rise  to  a  very  animated  discussion,  principally  directed  towards  the 
famous  Jenichen  dilutions,  which  were  generally  condemned  by  the 
speakers  as  being  unknown  substances,  Jenichen  never  having  openly 
revealed  the  secret  of  his  preparation,  and  all  that  was  known  concerning 
them  tending  to  shew  that  they  could  not  be  what  he  gave  them  out  for. 

Dr.  Tessier  then  read  a  very  learned  and  interesting^  paper  on  the  com- 
patibility of  a  minute  individualization  as  recommended  in  the  Organan, 
with  a  scientific  pathology. 

On  the  0th  Dr.  Leon  Simon,  Jun.  read  a  paper  upon  Psora  and  the 
psora  theory,  which  gave  rise  to  some  discussion. 

The  meeting  of  the  10th  was  held  at  4  in  the  afternoon,  when  Dr.  Perry 
read  a  highly  interesting  paper  on  the  system  of  treating  nervous  disorders 
by  means  of  Metals,  as  expounded  by  Dr.  Burq,  of  which  we  have  given 
an  account  elsewhere.  He  related  several  interesting  cases  which  had 
occurred  in  his  own  practice  of  the  valuable  effects  of  this  treatment  in 
nervous  affections  of  greater  or  less  severity  which  had  resisted  all  other 
methods  of  treatment. 

The  Congress  for  1862  was  appointed  to  take  prace  at  Marseilles. 

The  members  of  the  Confess  sat  down  to  a  magnificent  banquet  at 
half-past  6,  in  the  celebrated  restaurant  in  the  Palais  National,  conducted 
by  Vefour.  After  dinner  numerous  toasts  were  given,  which  our  Gallic 
neighbours  have  the  eood  sense  to  propose  with  very  short  speeches, 
in  place  of  the  tediously  long  ones  which  are  usually  delivered  on  similar 
occasions  in  this  country.  Dr.  Petroz  presided  at  the  dinner  as  well  as 
at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Congress  with  the  exception  of  that  on  the  6th 
September. 

The  state  of  Homceopathy  in  France,  as  far  as  we  could  ascertain, 
is  extremely  satisfactory.  The  behaviour  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
in  Paris  towards  homoeopathic  students  presents  an  agreeable  con- 
trast to  that  of  sundry  Faculties  in  our  country,  of  which  we  have  had 
occasion  to  speak  very  freely.    Our  readers  are  aware  that  it  is  no 
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unusual  thing  for  a  student  to  write  and  defend  a  Homoeopathie  Thesis 
before  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Paris,  we  have  already  had  occasion  to 
mention  several  instances  of  this  sort,  and  a  Thesis  of  this  character  is  now 
before  us  which  was  presented  this  year  by  a  p*aduate,  Dr.  A.  Leboucher ; 
it  is  entitled :  '^  From  the  action  of  medicines  on  the  healthy  penant 
how  far  may  we  form  conclusions  respecting  their  therapeutic  appli^ 
cation,"  Such  a  thing  as  rejecting  a  candidate  on  suspicion  of  his  homoeo- 
pathic leaning  is  utterly  unknown  in  France,  and  the  recalling  of  a  degree 
on  account  of  the  holder  practicing  honiceopathy  would  never  be  dreamt 
of.  As  regards  the  Thesis  we  may  mention  that  a  student  cannot  be  sent 
back  for  that,  whatever  be  tlie  subject  he  chooses  to  write  on ;  and  an 
excellent  safeguard  against  pluckins  candidates  on  account  of  homoeopa- 
thic tendencies  lies  in  the  fact  of  tue  examinations  being  conducted  pub- 
licly. The  same  is  the  case  with  the  examinations  in  Germany,  therefore 
it  is  that  we  never  hear  of  such  an  enormify  taking  place  either  in  France 
or  Germany  as  that  which  happened  to  Mr.  Pope  in  Edinburgh.  We 
feel  convinced  that  it  is  the  secresy  with  which  their  examinations  are 
conducted  that  inspires  the  Edinburgh  magnates  to  the  commission  of  such 
star-chamber  acts  as  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Pope;  and  we  believe  that  it 
would  be  for  the  interest  and  advantage  of  homceopathists  in  particular, 
but  also  of  all  candidates  and  of  tiic  public,  that  the  examinations  of  all 
the  licensing  bodies  should  be  conducted  here  as  on  the  continent  in  pub- 
lic. '^  They  order  these  things  better  in  France,"  and  so  they  do  also  in 
many  other  countries  that  are  immeasurably  behind  us  in  other  respects, 
but  where  such  inquisitorial  proceedings  as  we  witness  here  are  not 
tolerated. 

The  number  of  the  homoeopathic  practitioners  is  rapidly  increasing  in 
France,  and  they  are  being  reinforced  by  some  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
distinguished  amongst  the  rising  generation  of  medical  men ;  several  of 
this  year's  converts  are  young  men  who  have  obtained  the  highest  dis- 
tinctions during  their  medical  studies,  and  have  acted  as  internes  to  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  professors  of  the  old  school. 

We  paid  a  visit  to  Dr.  Tessier's  hospital.  He  has  100  beds  which  are 
generally  all  occupied,  and  the  arrangements  of  the  hospital  pleased  us 
very  much.  The  wards  are  airy  and  high,  and  the  hospital  is  well 
sitoated  and  well  served.  Two  English  practitioners  were  attending 
regularly  the  practice  of  Dr.  Te^ier  whilst  we  were  there,  and  we  doubt 
not  this  will  become  a  seminary  for  the  education  and  instruction  of 
enquirers.  Dr.  Tessier  is  a  man  of  the  greatest  talent,  courteous  and  com- 
municative, and  thoroughly  skilled  in  all  the  learning  of  the  old  school, 
a  first-rate  pathologist,  an  admirable  speaker,  and  with  an  engaging  sim- 
plicity of  manner.  He  informed  us  that  he  had  never  met  with  anything 
but  uniform  kindness  and  respect  from  the  central  bureau  of  hospitals, 
although  at  various  periods  there  have  been  medical  men  among  them, 
and  such  is  the  case  at  present;  not  the  slightest  opposition  has  been 
offered  to  him  in  the  change  that  he  has  carried  out  in  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  his  patients.  This  behaviour  of  the  directors  of  the  hospital 
towards  Dr.  Tessier  presents  a  striking  contrast  to  that  of  the  managers 
of  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary  towards  Professor  Henderson ;  in  fact,  in 
every  phase  of  the  homoeopathic  campaign  in  this  country  we  have 
encountered  an  amount  of  narrow-minded  bigotry  and  intolerance,  that 
is  without  parallel  in  any  part  of  the  Continent,  even  in  those  countries 
where  freedom  of  opinion  on  otiier  points  is  attempted  to  be  extinguished 
altogether,  and  ultra-conservatism  and  hatred  of  change  is  the  ruling 
passion  amongst  their  governors. 
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Tbia  Aseociation,  which  as  we  before  mentioned  was  formed  at  the 
Congress  in  July,  has  not  been  idle.  Local  Ck>mmittees  in  connexion 
with  the  Central  London  Committee  have  been  formed  in  Dublin,  Edin- 
burgh, Manchester,*  Bath,  Brighton,  Wick  war,  and  elsewhere,  (we  trust 
the  example  set  by  these  towns  will  be  speedily  followed  by  every  town 
^here  there  is  a  homceopathic  practitioner,)  and  the  following  Resolutions 
have  been  inserted  in  the  principal  newspapers  throughout  the  kingdom, 
in  reply  to  the  famous  Brighton  resolutions  which  we  have  elsewhere 
analysed : — 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  the  1st  of  September,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  recently  published  resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association,  and  other  allopathic  bodies,  regarding  homoeo- 
pathy, it  was  resolved, — 

1.  That  homoeopathy  is  thoroughly  reconcileable  with  science  and  com- 
mon sense,  is  in  accordance  with  the  experience  of  some  thousands  of 
medical  men,  and  deserves  the  study  of  practitioners  imd  the  confidence 
of  the  public. 

2.  That  the  framers  of  the  hostile  resolutions  referred  to,  and  other  pre- 
judiced opponents,  are  totally  ignorant  of  homoeopathy ,  avowedly  refusing 
to  study  Its  principles  (in  the  writings  of  Hahnemann  and  others),  and  to 
witness  its  practice  in  the  homoeopathic  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  to 
which  they  have  been  repeatedly  and  cordially  invited. 

8.  That,  notwithstanaing  the  difference  in  their  treatment  of  diseases, 
there  can  be  nothing  derogatory  in  homoeopathists  and  allopathists  (equals 
in  education,  science,  and  social  position)  consulting  together  at  the 
request  of  patients  and  friends,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  malady. 

4.  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associ- 
ation, representing  as  they  do  the  opinions  of  only  a  small  fraction  of  the 
allopathic  body,  are  in  themselves,  and  for  the  reasons  given  above, 
utterly  valueless. 

WM.  MACDONALD.  M.D..  F.R.C.P.E,  Professor  of  Cml  and  Natural  History  in  the 
University  of  St.  Andrew's. 

JAMES  CHAPMAN.  M.A.  CanUb,  M.D.  EDWARD  HAMILTON.  M.D.,  FX.S. 

DAVID  WILSON,  L.B.C.S.E.  THOMAS  LEADAM.  M  JUC.8. 

BOBEBT  £.  DUDGEON,  M  J)..  Secretary. 

*  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Manchester  Committee  have  had  a  public 
meeting  on  the  subject,  at  which  some  excellent  speeches  were  made,  and 
some  temperate  and  well  worded  resolutions  were  passed. 
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